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POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 
' Haye  you  a  yellow  Saxon ?  '  'I  want  & 
RoHsian.'  *  I'll  ^Te  a  red  Pmsaian  for  a 
bine  Bmnswicker.'  '  Will  yon  exchange  a 
Ragaian  for  a  Uack  EBglish  P  '  'I  woulda't 
give  a  Russian  for  twenty  English  ! '  Such 
were  the  exclamations  tlutt  sainted  onr  cars 
two  years  or  so  since,  when  waiting  for  an 
interminable  line  of  vehicles  to  break  suf- 
ficiently to  allow  ns  to  cross  Cheapside.  The 
singularity  of  the  conversation  attracted  onr 
attention  and  excited onrcnriosity.  The  Inst 
phrase  particnlarly  surprised  us,  and  we 
turned  ronnd  in  expectancy  of  seeing  some 
sallow  foreigner's  countenance,  but  found 
the  remark,  so  disparaging  to  our  national 
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vanity,  proceeded  from  an  nnmistakeably 
English  face,  on  the  neck  and  shoulders  of  a 
true  John  BuU  of  a  boy,  one  of  a  score  or 
more  youths  just  poured  forth  from  a  noble 
educational  institution  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Now  we  had  heard  of  fair  Sosona,  bat  never 
of  yellow  ones,  and  of  the  then  celebrated 
black  Bmnawickers  of  the  Royal  Academy, 
but  a  blue  one  was  a  strain  upon  our 
imagination. 

Having  an  objection  to  trust  onrselves 
under  the  horses'  legs,  or  be  jammed  between 
two  carts,  we  had  abundance  of  leisure  to 
take  note  of  what  was  going  on,  and  found 
each  of  the  juvenile  locutants  was  provided 
with  a  small  book  studded  with  dark  patches, 
which  a  closer  examination  discovered  to  be 
postage  stamps  of  oli  nations. 

Further  inquiries  initiated  us  more  deeply 
in  its  myateriea,  and  a  very  brief  time  saw  us 
regularly  enrolled  as  a  votary  of  wliat  a 
special  English  appellation  is  wanted  for, 
but  which  the  Belgians  and  French  appro- 
priately term  Timbromanie. 

The  now  prevalent, — we  had  almost  writ- 
ten fashionable, — furore  in  quostion,isofby  no 
means  such  modem  growth  as  many  suppose ; 
for,  some  eight  or  nine  years  since,  we  re- 
[B«glstered  (br  Transmiasloii  Abroad. 
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member  being  asked  to  searcb  among  onr 
old  letters  for  the  black  English  postage 
stamp ;  and  we  have  at  times  contributed  a 
stray  specimen  towards  the  store  of  a  yonng 
lady,  who  had  been  even  then  some  time 
collecting,  and  we  are  frequently  inclined 
to  wish  our  said  friend  and  her  stamps 
at  the  place  whence  we  are  impatiently 
expecting  an  importation,  viz.,  Hong  Kong, 
— for,  albeit  we  never  seemed  to  take  any 
interest  therein,  we  must  have  imbibed  the 
seeds  of  a  malady  which  has  entailed  on  us  a 
frightful  amount  of  trouble,  excitement,  and 
anxiety. 

The  timhromanie,  or  stamp  mania,  has  long 
prevailed  in  Belgium,  Germany,  and  France ; 
originating,  as  we  have  been  given  to  under- 
stand,  in  the  former  country ;  and  though,  as 
we  have  just  intimated,  by  no  means  unknown 
here,  it  is  within  the  last  two  or  three  years 
only  that  it  appears  to  have  taken  a  firm  root 
in  the  metropolis,  extending  its  ramifications 
to  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  An 
individual  in  Brighton  boasts  of  being  the 
first  to  introduce  it  generally  into  England, 
and  was,  we  believe,  the  primary  commercial 
speculator  in  what  may  be  termed  a  new 
trade.  Twelve  months  ago  not  a  stamp 
could  be  purchased  in  London  at  any  shop, 
whereas  there  are  now  a  dozen  or  more 
regular  dealers,  and  numbers  of  private  indi- 
viduals make  a  pretty  tolerable  profit  out  of 
the  coloured  rectangles  launched  into  circu- 
lation, with  no  purpose  of  that  kind,  by  Sir 
Bowland  Hill. 

The  (now,  alas !)  surreptitious  'Change  in 
Birchin  Lane  and  its  alleys, — where  from  fifty 
to  a  hundred  individuals  used  to  congregate 
in  the  evenings  of  last  spring, — was  an  inter- 
esting epitome  of  its  typical  congener  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Buying,  selling,  and  ex- 
changing were  then  carried  on  with  spirit 
and  pleasurable  excitement;  all  ranks  (we 
have  seen  one  of  her  Majesty's  ministry 
there)  and  all  ages  (ourselves  were  blandly 
told  by  X  149,  i^at  we  were  old  enough  to 
know  better)  taking  part  in  the  traffic.  We 
have  occasionally  seen  ladies,  album  in  hand, 
on  the  scene;*  of  whom  one  contrived  to 
effect  a  highly-advantageous  exchange  of  a 
very  so-so  specimen  for  a  rarity,  with  a 
yoimg  friend  of  ours,  who  salvoed  his  green- 


ness with  the  apologetic  remark,  that  he 
could  not  drive  a  hard  bargain  with  a  lady. 

The  variation  in  prices  was  right  not^ 
worthy : — a  stamp  fetching  sixpence  or  a 
shilling  one  evenmg,  the  next  realising  but 
a  penny  or  twdpence ;  some  merchant's  clerk 
or  office-boy,  with  an  eye  to  business, 
having  rummaged  to  some  purpose  for  a 
packet  of  old  letters  lad^i  with  the  stamp 
in  demand.  We  have  seen  a  set  of  the  Nevis 
stamps  the  same  evening  pass  from  hand  to 
hand  for  four,  six,  and  eight  shillings  succes- 
sively, and  even  at  the  last  price  bought  to 
sell  again  at  a  profit. 

A  similar  scene  is  of  daily  occurrence  in 
the  gardens  of  the  Tuilleries  at  Paris,  though 
Sxmday  afternoons  attract  the  larger  atten- 
dance ;  but  there  the  fair  sex  decidedly  pre- 
dominates, and  groups  of  amateurs  may  be 
observed  sitting  with  their  albums  on  the 
chairs  under  the  trees,  busily  earnest  in 
exchanging.  The  same,  on  a  minor  scaler 
might  be  witnessed  in  the  gardens  of  the 
Luxembourg,  on  Thursday  evenings. 

Marvellous  to  a  degree  is  the  ignorance  of 
the  uninitiated  respecting  the  various  kinds 
of  postal  stamps.  We  heard  a  gentleman, 
who  had  travelled  through  the  United  States, 
confidently  affirm  there  were  no  purely  local 
stamps  there, — the  actual  number  being  iJien 
something  like  a  hundred.  Again,  inquiring 
of  a  Spaniard  if  he  could  procure  us  some 
specimens  of  the  old  issues  of  his  country 
before  1854,  he  pertinaciously  insisted  there 
had  been  no  postage  in  Spain  till  after  that 
period,  and  it  was  only  by  producing  one  of 
our  own  collection  dated  1850,  that  he  could 
be  convinced  of  his  erroneous  idea.  A 
Spanish  gentleman,  of  our  acquaintance, 
had  never  heard  of  the  nineteen-cuartos 
stamp  of  his  own  country  ;  and  a  West- 
Indian  merchant  of  Jamaica,  through  whose 
hands  the  stamps  of  that  island  must  have 
passed  for  years,  had  never  observed  the 
difference  between  them  and  the  English. 

Last  year  we  applied  at  several  minor 
offices,  and  even  at  the  general  post  in  Paris, 
for  the  cMffre-taxe  stamp — showing  one  as  a 
pattern — and  were  assured  by  one  and  all 
that  it  could  not  be  French.  This  will  be  less 
surprising  on  observing  the  general  ignorance 
prevailing  as  respects  our  own  higher-priced 
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envelopee.  Before  we  ascertained  whence 
to  obtain  them,  we  tried  at  several  post-offices, 
— among  others,  at  the  princijml  district- 
office  at  the  West  End, — and  were  confidently 
informed  they  were  not  in  nse  then,  if  they 
ever  had  been,  which  was  donbtfiil.  Not 
two  months  since  we  used  a  fonrpenny  one 
in  part  payment  of  a  registered  letter,  at 
Lombard  Street,  which  created  qnite  a 
sensation  among  the  officials  there,  who  had 
never  seen  one  before. 

Something  laore  excusable  was  the  igno- 
rance of  a  servant  where  we  were  resi(Sng, 
who,  remarking  our  penchcmt  for  such  items, 
good-natnredly  volonteered  the  information 
that  her  aunt  had  received  a  letter  from  her 
brother  in  the  West  Indies,  with  a  very 
extraordinary  stamp  on  it.  Thinking  to 
draw  a  prize,  we  mshed  into  the  city, 
mounted  one  of  the  endless  staircases  of  a 
aeven-storied  warehouse ;  penetrated  the 
sanctum  of  the  housekeeper,  narrowly  esca- 
ping a  broken  head  from  the  low  roof;  and, 
after  waiting  till  a  miscellaneous  store  of 
treasures  was  ransacked  for  the  coveted 
epistle,  were  duly  rewarded  for  our  enter- 
prise by  the  sight  of  the  wondrous  stamp, 
which  disclosed  itself  to  our  eager  eyes  in 
the  shape  of  a  common  penny  head  stuck 
comerwise ! ! 


RISE  AND  PROGRESS  OP  POSTAGE 

STAMPS. 

Sib  Rowland  Hill  deservedly  claims  credit 
for  the  introduction, — we  may  say,  inven- 
tion,^-of  the  adhesive  postal  stamp;  but 
we  cannot  congratulate  ^e  designer  of  our 
penny  and  twopenny  stamps  on  the  display 
of  any  taste.  Compared  with  some  since 
issued,  they  are  simply  hideous.  Those  of 
other  denominations  are  a  shade  more  tasty, 
but  poor  in  colour ;  and  our  envelopes  are 
handsome,  though  not  comparable  with  the 
Baden  and  some  others.  The  newly-issued 
Antigua  is  extremely  like  the  first  English, 
but  inmieasurably  superior,  being  well  de- 
signed and  exquisitely  engraved. 

Zurich  appears  to  have  been  the  first 
adopter  of  the  new  system,  as  some  of  its 
stamps  bear  the  date  of  1843.  Half-a-dozen 
years  later  Belgium  and  the  French  Republic 


made  simidtaneous  issues ;  the  former  libel- 
ing the  really  handsome  countenance  of  King 
Leopold,  which  the  too  liberal  use  of  can- 
celling ink  tends  ftirther  to  ughfy,  and  the 
latter  imaging  the  frail  but  beautiful  daughter 
of  Eve,  whose  effigy  realised  the  ideal  goddess 
of  hberty  of  the  firat  revolution. 

About  the  same  time  appeared  the  now 
rare  local  Madrid  stamp,  bearing  the  arms  of 
that  cify  impressed  in  bronze.  The  next  year 
(1850)  launched  the  general  Spanish  (of 
which  more  anon),  the  Thum  and  Taxis, 
Baden,  local  Saxon,  Wurtemburg,  and  Prus- 
sian. The  first  and  last  of  these  bore  the 
heads  of  their  respective  sovereigns,  but  the 
German  minor  states  contented  themselves 
with  the  usefol,  if  unomamental,  design  of  a 
large  figure,  denoting  the  value  of  the  stamp. 
These,  however,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Thum  and  Taxis,  which  retain  the  chiffre,  now 
carry  the  impress  of  their  various  armorial 
bearings. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  individualise  the 
gradual  but  rapid  enrolment  of  the  other 
continental  states,  and,  in  fact,  every  part  of 
the  known  world,  under  the  system.  The 
most  recent  adopter  is  Nicaragua ;  the  stamps 
of  Hong  Kong,  though  made  some  time 
since,  being  not  yet  issued;  and  Turkey 
having  but  lately  decided  upon  a  postal 
emission. 

Our  own  penny  and  twopenny,  with  slight 
variations,  have  existed  three  and  twenty 
years,  while  Hanover,  Brazil,  and  others  have 
issued  three ;  Oldenburg  and  Prussia,  four ; 
the  colony  of  Victoria,  six;  and  Spain  no 
fewer  thioi  eight  impressions,  bearing  the 
same  value.  The  latter  country,  indeed,  for 
four  successive  years  varied  her  Catholic 
Majesty's  profile  annually,  made  use  of 
the  Spanish  arms  for  a  twelvemonth,  then 
settled  on  the  sovereign's  face  again;  and, 
strange  to  say,  the  Queen  of  Spain  looks 
much  younger  (on  the  stamp)  at  this  present 
"year  than  she  did  thirteen  years  ago.  The 
first  four  years*  issue  comprehends  the  rarest 
and  most  recherchS  specimens  extant,  many 
being  almost  xmattainable.  These  are  far 
from  attractive  in  appearance,  but  the 
emission  of  1854  (armorial  bearings)  com- 
prehends a  series  beautiful  in  colour  and 
finely  engraved.     For  richness  of  hue,  how- 
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ever,  and  exquisite  design,  the  stamps  of 
Greece  stand  pre-emiiient,  unless  Nova 
Scotia  be  allowed  to  dispute  the  palm. 

The  most  prominent  postal  pattern  is  the 
reigning  sovereign's  head ;  witness  our  own 
domestio  and  colonial  Etamps,  and  some  of 
the  continental  states.  Next  in  favour  follow 
the  arms  of  the  country,  as  in  the  modem 
Pmssian,  Danish,  Sweoiah,  Rnssian,  and 
others.  An  emblematical  device  signalises 
some  states,  as  the  figure  of  Hope,  for  the 
Cape  Colony  ;  a  swan  for  Western  Australia, 
where  the  rara  avit  of  the  Latin  poet  first 
offered  itself  to  modem  eyes ;  Britannia,  for 
Trinidad,  Barbadoes,  ix.  ;  and  a  ship  for 
British  Guiana.  Under  the  same  category 
iait  the  elegantly-designed  stamps  of  Nevis 
and  Liberia,  and  the  very  qnaint  impressions 
of  Monte  Video  and  the  Argentine  Gonfedera- 

More  than  forty  changes  have  been  mug 
on  Queen  Victoria's  portrait,  represented 
in  so  many  ways,  and  in  about  a  dozen 
shades  of  colour.  Aft«r  the  queer  shilling 
Victoria  and  the  South  Australian,  our 
British  penny  would  get  the  prize  for 
_  ugliness ;  for  the  old  penny 
j  and  tenpenny  Van  Diemen's 
Land,  and  the  curious  native 
I  Mauritius  impressions,  have 
I  a  sort  of  barlniric  simplicity ; 
I  while  the  Ceylon  envelopes 
V  and  the  Nova  Scotian  adhe- 
J  sives  claim  pre-eminence  in 
beauty. 

Except  the  Swiss,  whose  different  cantons 
formerly  issued  divers  patterns,  the  colonies 
of  Canada  and  New  Brunswick  exhibit  the 
greatest  diversity  of  design,  each  imaging  six 
devices,  including  the  effigy  of  one  of  the 

Estmasters,  whose  harmless  vanity  cost  him 
;  appointment. 

Impressions  are  usually  in  black  on 
coloured  or  in  colour  on  white  paper,  with 
the  exception  of  two  of  the  Mexicans,  which 
show  colour  on  colour ;  hut  the  Russian  and 
some  of  the  disused  Swiss,  and  one  or 
two  others,  sport  two  colours  on  the 
same  stamp.  The  local  Spanish  stamp, 
alluded  to  previously,  and  one  of  the 
Sardinian,  are  printed  in  bronze  ;  one  of  the 
Western  Australians  and  a  few  of  the  local 


New  Torks  in  gold.  A  different  hue  is 
generally  employed  to  distinguish  each  value, 
except  for  the  now  obsolete  Neapolitans, 
which  were  all  of  the  selfsame  colour  uid 
bore  a  similar  device,  but  within  diversely 
formed  scrolls ;  and  the  Newfoundlands,  aix 
of  whose  stamps  were  of  the  same  pattern 
and  closely  approximating  hue,  tUl  the  last 
emission,  when  a  darker  shade  was  employed 
to  distinguish  the  values  most  closely  allied. 

The  Peruvian  Steam  Navigation  Company's 
(of  which    we  give    an  n 
engraving),  Liberian,  and  I 
very   rare    old  Brazilian  I 
stamps,   are   among  the  I 
lai^est ;  and  Brunswick  I 
andMecklenbui^Schwe-  I 
rin    issue    the  smallest  ' 
stamps.     Those  of  the  myaterioua  town  of 
Bergedorf  are  note-worthy,  as  varying  the 
dimensiouB  in  accorduice  with  the  values  of 
its  stamps. 

Some  of  tbe  Natalia  are  inily  singnlM-, 
being  simply  rectangles  of  thm  coloured 
paper,  impressed  with  a  hand  stamp. 

Postal  stamps  most  usually  have  their 
value  more  or  less  conspicuously  ntarke*], 
but  the  obsolete  Barbadoes,  Trinidad,  and 
Mauritius,  and  current  St.  Lucia  and  Ionian 
stamps,  are  distinguishable  only  l^  their 
colours. 

The  lowest  money  value  is  homo  by  the 
one  centime  of  France  and  Belgium,  being 
not  quite  two-fifths  of  a  &rthing ;  and 
the  highest  (16».  8(/.)  by  the  four-dollar 
Ccdifomian  Pony  Express. 
Those  are  also  of  lower 
denominations,  and  below 
them  rank  the  five-shilling 
New  South  Wales,  the  o 
Bcudo  Roman,  the  ninety 
cents  of  Hong  Kong  end  the 
United  States,  and  the  three 
lire  of  Tuscany  and  Sardinia  ;  but  the  more 
usual  values  range  from  the  equivalent  of 
an  English  penny  to  a  shilUng. 

The  rarest  stamps  in  actn^  use  are  those 
of  Nicaragua,  the  Philippines,  and  the  Sand- 
wich Isles ;  yet  these  are,  of  course,  compara- 
tively attajnable,  and  will  become  commoner 
as  the  demand  increases.  But  the  long-dis- 
used emissions  of  Reunion  and  New  Gale- 
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dmia,  and  the  earliest  issues  of  Spain, 
Fortngal,  the  Italian  Dnchies,  Moldavia,  Van 
Diemen'a  Land,  Cnba,  and  Britiah  Ghiiana, 
are  by  &r  the  moat  difficult  to  be  met  with, 
are  daily  becoming  rarer,  and  will  soon, 
some  of  uiem,  be  virtnally  nnattainable. 

Ettayi,  QT  trial  stamps,  are  mach  sought 
after,  thongb  not  strictly  admissible  in  a 
postal  catalogue,  not  haviDg  been  adopted  by 
the  respective  governments  for  which  they 
'wei«  designed.  Such  are  the  New  Bnma- 
wick,  alluded  to  above,  the  curions  stamps 
intended  for  the  kingdom  _ 
of  Paraguay  (a  specinien  of    I  H 

which  we  engrave),  some  for  IB  ll 

Pern,     Denmark,     and    the  II  Jn 

French  Bepnblic,  of  different  11  II 

coloora,  and  onr  own  three-   11  Bl 

halQienny,    which   ought  to  I!  B 

have  come  into  circulation, 
tbe  present  rate  of  postage  to  Russia  and 
California  requiring  something  of  the  kind, 
aa  we  are  not  permitted  to  adopt  the 
clumsy  contrivance  of  cutting  a  penny 
stamp  dif^onally  to  serve  for  the  odd  half- 
penny, as  was  the  practice  in  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  Bmnswick.  Other  essays  are 
simply  black  impressions  of  the  mttem 
approved,  as  those  of  Greece,  Lubeok,  British 
Oiiiana,  Sardinia,  South  Australia,  Vic- 
toria, &e. 

Some  specimens  are  exceedingly  rare  in 
ciouseqnence  of  their  paucity,  arising  from 
having  been  in  circnlation  but  a  limited 
period,  as  those  of  the  revolted  provinces  of 
Schleswig-Kolstein  and  Romagna,  and  the 
provisional  goveraments  of  Naples,  ParmB, 
and  Modena.  Another  cause  of  rarity  arises 
from  a  temporary  issue,  as  those  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope ;  the  low  values  of  which 
having  been  exhausted,  and  the  supply  trom 
Engird  failing,  some  native  artists  tried 
their  hands,  and  snccessfiilly  too,  at  a  wood 
impreesioa  of  the  current  stamps.  Of  these 
the  red  fourpenny  and  blue  penny  are  ex- 
oeesTvelyrare,  the  latter  almost  unprocurable. 

Local  stamps,  i.e.,  those  employed  for 
transmission  of  letters  or  newspapers  in  the 
same  limited  circuit,  seldom  exceed  unity ; 
but  t^e  free  town  of  Hamburg  has  used 
■amething  like  three  dosen,  and  the  city  of 
Hew    York   perhaps  a  hundred  and    fifty. 


These  latter,  issued  by  boets  of  private  com- 
panies, exhibit  vast  ingenuity  of  dea^  and 
diversity  of  pattern,  are  very  much  sought 
afler  at  present;  and,  notwithstaudiug  their 
veiy  low  commercial  value — seldom  exceed- 
ing two  cents — fetch  high  prices.  The  novel 
issues  of  the  various  Confederate  States  are 
also  eagerly  collected  by  amateurs.  But  we 
muat  not  weaiy  our  readers  with  more  of 
these  desnltory  remarks,  as  we  propose  in 
future  numbers — taking  Brotuft's  if  an  uni  as  a 
text-hook — to  glance  at  any  thing  noteworthy 
in  postal  relation  to  the  various  countries,  in 
the  same  order  as  therein  enumerated ; 
touching  upon  the  essays,  fictitious  stamps, 
and  chief  rarities  (of  the  more  remarkable 
of  which  we  purpose  subjoining  engravings), 
supplying  omissions,  and  noting  newly-issued 
individuals. 


THE  ARRANGKMENT  OF  POSTAGE 
STAMPS. 


The  collection  of  Postage  Stamps  is  recom- 
mended aa  inducing  the  study  of  history  and 
geography,  and  there  can  he  no  doubt  that  it 
does  BO,  if  properly  pursued.  But  many 
collections  and  several  catalogues  have  been 
arranged  and  published  in  alphabetical  order, 
or,  in  other  words,  by  the  initial  letter  of  the 
countries  which  issue  them  ;  this,  I  thiuk, 
mnst  appear,  to  every  one  who  considers  the 
subject,  a  method  of  arranging  the  stamps 
which  can  never  conduce  to  the  object 
desired ; — an  arrangement  in  which  the  Gra- 
nada Confederation,  for  example,  is  made  to 
precede  Great  Britain,  and  Greece  to  follow, 
seems  as  odd  a  jumble  of  confnsion  as  can 
need  enter  a  person's  head,  I  know  that  it 
is  said  that  the  plan  is  followed  because  it  is 
more  easy  to  refer  to  the  name  of  the  coun- 
try when  so  arranged,  than  when  placed  in 
geographical  groups.  This  may  be  so  to 
some,  if  the  collector  pays  no  attention,  and 
takes  no  interest  in  geography  or  history. 
But,  to  a  person  who  is  interested,  and  has 
made  some  advance  in  the  study  of  these 
two  most  important  branches  of  science, 
then  the  arrangement  of  tbe  countries  which 
are  related  to  each  other  in  position,  govern- 
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ment,  and  language,  will  certainly  be  the 
most  easy  of  reference.  We  use  a  dictionary 
to  find  out  a  word  we  do  not  understand, 
and  a  scientific  treatise  when  we  want  to 
learn  any  subject  we  think  worthy  of  study. 
CoUectors  who  arrange  their  stamps  in 
alphabetical  order,  and  even  authors  who 
print  catalogues  of  them  according  to  that 
plan,  seem  to  feel  that  it  is  not  a  good  one. 
I  do  not  know  a  single  collector  or  catalogue 
compiler  who  completely  carries  out  the 
system.  They  generally  place  the  colonies 
of  France,  Spain,  Denmark,  <&c.,  under  the 
head  of  France,  <fcc.,  consequently  under  F, 
S,  and  D;  thus  these  catalogues  perform 
their  proposed  purpose  so  imperfectly,  that 
they  think  it  necessary  to  have  a  large  num- 
ber of  cross  references,  or  have  an  alpha- 
betical index  to  help  their  arrangement ;  and 
it  is  to  be  forther  observed,  if  they  are  so 
arranged,  why  are  not  the  colonies  and 
dependencies  of  Great  Britain  to  be  placed 
under  the  head  of  the  mother  country  ?  It 
is  no  use  saying  that  it  is  because  the  colo- 
niefi  of  France,  Spain,  and  Denmark  are  few 
and,  like  those  of  the  mother  country,  bear 
the  head  of  the  king  or  emperor  of  the  coun- 
try, for  that  is  equally  apphcable  to  most  of 
the  English  colonies.  I  do  not,  therefore, 
see  any  reason  why  Cuba,  in  the  alphabetical 
catalogues,  should  not  be  placed  under  C 
instead  of  S,  if  Antigua  is  under  A. 

It  appears  to  me  that  whatever  plan  is 
adopted  for  arranging  stamps,  to  be  useful, 
it  ought  to  be  uniform,  and  carried  out  com- 
pletely and  to  the  letter,  or  it  is  more  apt  to 
mislead  than  to  instruct. 

If  I  had  a  considerable  number  of  stamps, 
I  think  it  would  be  more  easy  and  natural 
to  divide  them  into  British,  Continental,  and 
American,  than  according  to  the  letters  of 
the  alphabet  by  which  their  names  happened 
to  commence,  especially  as  many  of  them  do 
not  bear  the  name  of  the  countiy  that  issues 
them. 

The  stamps  of  England  and  her  depen- 
dencies all  have  the  inscription  on  them  in 
the  English  language,  and  most  of  them  are 
embellished  with  the  portrait  of  our  Queen. 
The  dependencies  of  the  British  Crown 
naturally  group  themselves  into  Indian, 
Mediterranean,  African,   Australian,   North 


American,  and  West  Indian  possessiona 
The  continental  stamps  naturally  divide  into 
groups,  each  marked  by  the  language  of  the 
country  thev  represent,  and  the  portrait, 
arms,  or  other  emblems  they  are  illustrated 
with.  Those  belonging  to  oountries  such  as 
France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  Aic.,  all 
use  a  language  which  is  a  modification 
of  the  Latin  tongue.  Then  those  marked 
with  a  Grecian  inscription.  The  coun- 
tries of  the  (German  races  easily  divide 
themselves  into  those  issued  by  South 
Germany,  as  Austria  and  Bavaria,  and  use 
the  kreuzer;  and  those  for  Northern  G^r« 
many,  as  Prussia,  Brunswick,  Saxony,  Ac., 
which  use  the  groschen ;  those  issued  by  the 
Hanseatic  towns  of  Lubeck,  Hamburg,  and 
Bremen ;  and  then  follow  the  Scandinavian 
kingdoms  of  Denmark  and  Sweden,  and  the 
Sclavonic  empire,  that  use  the  h)pec;  and 
the  Eastern  Rrincipahties,  that  use  the  para. 
It  is  to  be  observed  that  in  this  list  I  have 
taken  the  countries  as  they  lay  from  west  to 
east. 

The  stamps  of  the  American  Government 
as  naturally  and  as  easily  separate  them- 
selves  into  three  groups,  Tfm^^hoia  the 
north  towards  the  south  of  the  continent — 
first,  the  Northern  States,  that  bear  English 
inscriptions,  and  use  the  cent ;  then  the  Bra- 
zilian, marked  with  the  Portuguese  rei8\ 
and,  lastly,  those  governments  that  use  the 
Spanish  language.  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
wlien  I  see  a  collection  arranged  geographi- 
cally and  historically,  it  is  one  that  the 
possessor  has  made  for  study  and  instruction ; 
whereas  that  arranged  alphabetically  is  likely 
to  become  useless,  and  set  aside  as  soon  as 
the  fismcy  passes  away. 

SOMETHING  ABOUT  THURN  AND 

TAXIS. 

BY  MOUNT  BEOWN. 

People  are  as  much,  if  not  more,  puzzled 
about  Thum  and  Taxis  than  the  Zollverein  ; 
and  one  may  search  through  gazetteers  and 
geographies  without  obtaining  any  solution 
of  the  inquiry,  so  often  px>pounded,  *  What 
is  meant  by  Thum  and  Taxis,  and  where  is 
it  ? '  Thinking  that  some  little  explanation 
may  be  interesting,  I  have  availed  myself  of 
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informatian  obtained  direct  from  Germany, 
and  which  will,  doubtless,  not  only  throw 
some  little  light  on  the  obscnrity  that  enve- 
lopes the  term,  bnt  show  that  even  a  single 
postage  stamp,  when  thoroughly  studied, 
mOT  impart  much  information. 

Thnm  and  Taxis  (in  French,  ds  la  Tour 
et  TastiB  ;  Italian,  deUa  Torre  e  Tawis)  was 
fioarmerly  an  independent  house  in  GFermany, 
originaily  from  ihe  Milanese  territory.  The 
oldest  authentic  historic  ancestor  of  the 
€uni]^  is  considered  to  be  Martin  I  della 
Torre,  Lord  of  Yalsassina,  who  accompanied 
the  Emperor  Conrad  I.  in  his  crusade,  and 
died  a  prisoner  of  the  Saracens  in  1147. 
Since  1259,  eight  della  Torres  were,  one 
after  the  other,  lords  of  Milan,  until  Ghiido 
the  Rich  perished  in  a  feud  with  the  Yisconti 
&inily.  Martino  della  Torre  was  one  of  the 
popular  leaders,  and  appointed  anziano  or 
elder  of  the  people  of  Milan.  Such  was  his 
power  that  he  sequestrated  the  property  of 
the  see,  and  forbade  the  archbishop  elect  to 
appear  at  Milan ;  for  which  he  was  excom- 
municated by  the  Pope.  His  successors 
continued  to  enjoy  the  popular  favour  for 
some  time,  until  one  of  them  was  suspected 
of  aspiring  to  sovereign  power,  and  Ottoni 
Visconti,  the  archbishop,  seized  this  oppor- 
tunity for  strikrog  a  decisive  blow.  A  com- 
bat ensued  in  which  the  Torriani  were 
defeated,  and  Yisconti  entered  Milan  a  per- 
petual lord.  So  much  for  Thum  or  Torre. 
One  of  the  sons  of  Guido  the  Rich,  Lamoral 
L,  settled  in  the  territory  of  Bergamo,  and 
todc  frt>m  ihe  mountain  Tasso  (one  of  his 
possessions  there)  the  name  del  Tasso^  and 
afterwards  de  Tassis,  His  great  grandson 
inherited  the  possessions  of  his  predecessors, 
united  their  titles,  and  was  known  as  Roger 
I.,  of  Thum  and  Taxis.  This  personage  was 
knighted  Inr  the  emperor  Friederich  HI.,  in 
1450,  and  founded  the  fame  of  his  house  by 
the  estabb'shment  of  a  post  in  Tyrol.  The 
emperor  Leopold  L  granted  to  Count  Engen 
Franz  von  Thum  und  Taxis  the  dignify  of 
Prince  of  the  Empire.  The  grandson  of 
the  latter  obtained  the  office  of  Imperial- 
General  Hereditary  Post  Master,  held  in  fee 
from  the  empire.  In  1785  the  prince  Karl 
Anselm  bought  the  independent  lordships, 
Friedberg,  Scheer,  Bassen,  &c.,  which  were 


raised,  in  1786,  to  a  princely  conntship  of 
the  empire.  As  restitution  for  the  loss  of 
the  post  in  the  Austrian  Netherlands  and  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  the  Thum  and 
Taxis  family  received,  in  1803,  other  lord- 
ships. In  1819  it  received  from  Pmssia 
throe  domains  in  the  province  of  Posen, 
which,  with  the  familv  possessions  in  Wur* 
temberg,  Bavaria,  Bohemia,  Ac.,  <fcc.,  com- 
prised more  than  thirty-four  and  a  half 
square  miles,  with  about  one  himdred  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  and  a  revenue  of  eight 
hundred  thousand  florins. 

The  first  trace  of  a  German  post  is  in  the 
latter  half  of  the  fifteenth  century,  when 
Roger  L,  Count  of  Thum  and  Taxis, 
established  the  Tyrol  post.  At  the  request 
of  Maximilian  I.,  in  1516,  Roger's  son 
formed  a  post  from  Brussels  to  Vienna.  In 
1522,  on  account  of  the  war  with  the  Turks, 
an  imperial  post  was  established  from  Nurem- 
berg to  Vienna,  which  ceased  on  the  return 
of  peace.  On  this,  Charles  V.  ordered 
Leonhard,  Count  of  Thum  and  Taxis,  to 
establish  a  permanent  post,  which  went  from 
the  Netherlands  through  Treves,  Spii^s, 
<fcc.,  to  Wurtemberg,  Augsburg,  and  Tyrol, 
to  Italy.  In  1543  he  created  the  Count 
Oberpostmeister  of  the  German  empire. 
About  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century  the 
Thum  and  Taxis  post,  shaken  by  dis- 
turbances in  the  Netherlands,  and  oppressed 
by  debt,  fell  into  disuse,  but  rose  again 
under  the  favour  of  Emperor  Rudolf  H. 
But  the  Palatinate,  Wurtemberg,  Saxony, 
Brandenberg,  Mecklenburg,  and  other  states 
of  the  empire,  formerly  included  under  Thum 
and  Taxis,  had  in  the  meantime  established 
posts  in  their  own  states,  and  refdsed  to 
recognise  the  validity  of  the  office.  Upon 
this,  Lamoral,  Count  of  Thum  and  Taxis, 
was  raised  to  the  rank  of  Baron  of  the 
Empire,  and  received  the  imperial  post  in 
fee  for  himself  and  male  heirs,  which  was 
subsequently  extended  to  his  fenude  descen« 
dants.  Various  states  have  at  times  shaken 
off  or  purchased  the  monopoly :  thus  Austria, 
Prussia,  Bavaria,  Hanover,  Saxony,  Baden, 
Oldenburg,  Luxemburg,  &c.,  have  now  their 
own  postal  arrangements.  But  the  Thum 
and  Taxis  family  still  possesses,  as  a  fief  of 
the    empire,    the    posts    in    Nassau,    Saxe 
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Weimar,  Schwarzbnrg,  Bndolfitadt,  &c.,  <kc. 
In  the  £ree  cities  of  Hambnrg,  Labeck,  and 
Bremen,  they  possess  some  of  the  posts ;  but 
the  general  direction  of  the  Thum  and  Taxis 
office  has  had  its  seat,  since  1811,  at  Frank- 
fort-on-the-Maine,  where  the  Thnm  and 
Taxis  posts  are  excluaively  used. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  long  detail  will  at 
least  enable  every  collector  of  postage  stamps 
to  give  a  satisfiactory  answer  to  any  query 
about  Thum  and  Taxis. 


A    CHAPTER    ON    THE    PENNY 
POSTAGE    STAMP. 

We  confess  to  harbouring  something  like  a 
tender  affection  for  those  little  parallelogram- 
mic  portraits  of  Her  Majesty  in  red,  which, 
costing  us  only  a  penny  each,  yet  fank  our 
letters  to  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  A  packet  of 
them  in  the  comer  of  one's  porfce-monnaio, 
even  though  that  handy  receptacle  should 
contain  Htfle  else,  always  has  a  welcome  look, 
not  so  much  for  the  trifling  pecuniary  value 
thSy  represent,  as  from  the  really  marvellous 
power  they  consign  to  their  possessor.  A 
single  one  of  them  guarantees  you  the  des- 
patch of  a  missive  for  a  distance  of  five 
hundred  miles,  if  you  like,  with  the  speed  of 
the  carrier  pigeon  and  the  punctuality  of 
clockwork ;  and  will  thus  perform  for  its 
owner  a  feat  which  would  cost  him  twenty 
pounds  or  so  to  execute  in  person,  and  which, 
had  he  existed  a  century  ago,  he  could  not 
have  accomplished  with  a  mine  of  wealth. 

Personally,  our  regard  for  the  pennypostage 
stamp  owes  something  to  certain  memories 
of  the  times  when  no  such  things  were  to  be 
had — ^when  a  letter  from  home  cost  tenpence 
on  delivery  by  the  postman — and  corres- 
pondence, which  is  the  dearest  solace  of 
absence  and  separation,  had  to  be  restricted 
by  considerations  of  economy.  In  those  days 
we  remember  that  while  Parliament  was 
sitting,  and  tenpences  were  rather  scarce 
with  us,  because  employment  was  difficult  to 
obtain,  we  used  to  haunt  the  lobby  of  the  old 
House  of  Commons,  and  intercept  the  mem- 
bers as  they  came  up  the  stairs,  in  order  to 
solicit  the  favour  of  a  frank.  The  first  of 
them  whom  we  found  courage  to  address 


was  a  tall,  round,  ruddy-fisioed  man,  with  an 
eye  that  used  to  laugh  and  sparkle,  and  a 
mouth  that  smiled  habitually,  with  a  touch 
of  sarcasm  about  it,  and  who  wore  a  light 
buff-coloured  suit  and  a  white  hat.  ^  Come 
along,'  said  he,  ^I'U  g^ve  you  a  frank,  and 
two  if  you  like.'  He  led  the  way  into  that 
little  closet  that  used  to  stand  open  at  the 
left  of  the  door-keeper's,  and  wrote,  in  a  firm 
legible  hand,  the  name  of  William  Cobbett. 

We  got  a  little  enlightenment  on  the  sub- 
ject of  franks  before  long.  People  who  had 
a  good  share  of  assurance,  it  seemed,  rarely 
paid  postage  for  anything,  but  got  everything 
franked.  They  did  not  wait  till  their  letters 
were  written,  but  bought  blank  half-sheets, 
which  they  folded  as  envelopes,  and  got  them 
endorsed  by  the  members,  dozens  at  a  time. 
We  used  to  wonder  at  their  consciences, 
especially  as  some  of  them,  to  save  them- 
selves trouble,  would  leave  a  packet  of 
envelopes  with  some  seedy  lounger  of  the 
lobby,  and  give  him  a  small  gratuity  for 
getting  the  whole  of  them  franked.  To  be 
sure,  what  a  number  of  autographs  some  of 
the  good-natured  old  gentlemen  would  make 
before  the  claimants  would  allow  them  to 
pass  on  to  their  places  in  the  senate.  We 
cannot  remember  a  single  instance  of  refusal, 
certainly  never  encountered  one  ourselves ; 
the  reason  may  have  been  that  all  the  claim- 
ants were  supposed  to  be  constituents,  whom 
it  would  not  have  been  policy  to  reftise  a 
favour  which  cost  but  a  stroke  of  the  pen. 
Rumour  said  that  most  of  the  franks  were 
made  use  of  by  the  ladies  :  how  that  may 
have  been  we  do  not  know ;  but  certainly 
one  met  with  fer  more  ladies  in  the  lobby 
then,  than  it  is  customary  to  see  there  now. 

The  Penny  Post,  and  the  appearance  of  the 
miniature  Queen's  head,  put  an  end  to  the 
begging  of  franks  from  members  of  Parlia- 
ment. Even  Government  servants  now  use 
the  red  stamps  on  their  letters,  with  the 
exception  (though  perhaps  that  is  not  the 
sole  exception)  of  the  members  of  the  Cabinet, 
who  have  a  round  red  stamp  of  their  own, 
bearing  the  word  *Paid,'  and  no  Queen's 
head. 

When  the  Penny  Postage  system  was  first 
resolved  on,  the  authorities  issued  a  pros- 
pectus, offering  a  reward  of  £500  for  the 
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best  design  and  plan  for  a  stamp.     The 
oomditions,   wliich   were   widely  circalate4» 
stated  that  the  chief  desiderata  were  sim- 
plicity and  hciHity  in  working,   combined 
with     such    precautions    as    shoold   prove 
effectual  against  forgery.       It  is  said  that 
upwards    of  a  thousand    different  designs 
and  plans  were  sent  in  ;    but  it  does  not 
appear  that  any   one    of  the    competitors 
tendered  anythmg  so  simple  as  the  stamp 
wliich  was  eventually  chosen.     It  is  likely 
that  the  precautions  recommended  against 
forgery — and  which  it  was  not  foreseen  would 
be  unnecessary — ^led  to  a  complexity  in  the 
plana,  which  was  found,  on  consideration, 
incompatible  with  their  adoption.     About 
the  same  time,  a  prize  was  offered  for  the 
best    design  for  an  envelope,    which    was 
gained    by    Mr.    Mulready,    B.A.,    and  was 
tolerably  familiar  to  the  public,  by  whom  it 
was,  however,  fer  from  being  generally  used. 
Let  us  now  look  at  a  sheet  of  penny 
postage  stamps,  and,  in  default  of  any  pro- 
fessio^oal  or  official  ^owledge,  of  which  we 
cannot  boast,  see  if  we  may  not  extract  from 
it  its  own  tale.     The  Queen's  head,  delicately 
engraved,  is  relieved  by  a  dark  back-ground 
formed  of  finest  lines,  resembling,  on  a  very 
minute  scale,  those  traced  by  the   engine- 
turner  on  the  back  of  a  gold  watch.     On 
either  side  of  the  head  rises  a  narrow  slip  of 
carved  trellis-work.      In  the  two  upper  cor- 
ners are  a  couple  of  square  studs,  with  the 
word  *'  Postage '  between  them ;  and  at  the 
two  lower  comers  are  two  -white  hollow 
squares,  each  containing  a  letter  of  the  al- 
phabet.    But  in  a  sheet  of  240  stamps  there 
are  no  two  of  them  found  which  have  the  same 
letters,  but  the  whole  sheet  contains  sijich 
changes  as  may  be  made  by  the  use  of  two 
alphabets — the  changes  being  regularly  made 
thus:  BA,  BB,  BC,  etc.;  D^  DB,  DC, 
and  so  on  to  the  last  letter.     This  change  of 
the  letters  it  is  which  is  supposed  to  consti- 
tute the  check  to  the  forger ;  but  there  has 
never  been,  and  probably  never  will  be,  an 
instance  of  the  forgery  of  postage  stamps. 
The  reason,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  is  that 
there  is  not  sufficient  inducement  to  the 
cnme ;  or,  in  other  words,  it  would  not  pay. 
Stamps  cannot  be  passed  like  notes;    and 
ihongti  they  do  often  circulate  as  representa- 


tives of  coin,  it  is  generally  in  small  amounts, 
and  for  the  most  part  among  persons  known 
to  each  other.  Moreover,  ttie  forger  would 
have  not  only  to  engrave  his  punch  or  die, 
and  cast  his  blocks,  but  to  make  his  own 
paper;  for,  on  looking  at  the  back  of  the 
sheet,  you  will  see  that  every  one  of  the 
Queen's  heads  falls  on  a  regal  crown,  im- 
pressed in  the  water-mark  of  the  paper  in 
process  of  manu£EM;ture.  And,  lastly,  he 
would  have  to  compound  his  own  ink — ^the 
ink  with  which  postage  stamps  are  printed 
differing  from  sdl  other  printer's  ink,  not 
only  in  its  hue,  which  is  nearer  rose-coloured 
thaii  Vermillion,  but  in  being  soluble  in  water, 
which  is  not  the  case  with  ordinary  printer's 
ink. 

Looking  closely  at  the  Queen's  heads,  you 
will  see,  on  comparing  them  severally  with 
each  other,  that  all  are  evidently  struck  from 
a  single  die,  and  each  block  is  therefore  a 
fac-simile  of  every  one  of  the  others.  This 
is  evident  from  the  situation  of  the  diminu- 
tive white  specks  which  are  scattered  over 
the  whole  surface,  and  appear  between  the 
carved  crossings  of  the  trellis- work^  at 
the  sides.  If  separate  punches  had  been 
engraved  and  used,  there  nmst  have  been 
some  small  deviations  in  the  position  of 
these  infinitesimal  dots,  but  there  are  none. 
What  is  remarkable  about  the  printing, 
is  the  sharpness  and  clearness  of  the  head  and 
back-ground,  looking  to  jbhe  fineness  of  the 
lines  and  the  diminutive  spaces  between 
them.  We  gather  from  this  fact,  that  not 
only  is  the  material  of  the  blocks  of  the 
highest  quality,  but  that  the  blocks  them- 
selves are  subjected  only  to  a  limited  number 
of  impressions,  and,  when  that  number  is 
workied,  are  replaced  by  new  ones.  * 

After  the  printing  comes  the  process  of 
gelatinizing  the  back  or  unprinted  side  of  the 
sheet,  to  render  the  stamps  adhesive. 

Very  different  is  the  neact  and  finishing 
process.  This  consists  in  puncturing  the 
interstices  between  the  several  stamps  on  the 
sheet  with  innumerable  small  holes,  in  order 
that,  without  being  at  the  trouble  of  using 
knife  or  scissors,  the  user  may  tear  the 
stamps  asunder  in  a  moment.  Four  thou- 
sand pounds  was  paid  to  the  inventor  of  this 
drilling  ceremony — a  very  large  reward  for 
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what  seems  at  first  view  a  very  inconsider- 
able service.  The  task,  however,  was  more 
difficult  than  it  looks  :  the  numerous  holes 
are  not  mere  punctures  such  as  a  printer 
might  make  with  a  series  of  small  points,  but 
are,  on  the  contrary,  complete  circles^  from 
which  the  small  discs  of  paper  have  been  cut 
cleanly  out.  The  grand  difficulty  to  contend 
with  must  have  been  the  extremely  narrow 
space  between  the  stamps ;  had  there  been  a 
wide  margin,  the  printer's  joiner  could  have 
supphed  the  means  of  partially  dissevering 
the  stamps  in  the  act  of  printing,  without 
having  recourse  to  an  additional  process. 

Let  us  glance  now  at  the  possible  destiny 
of  a  postage  stamp,  and  see  what  may  be  in 
reserve  for  one  of  these  little  Queen's  heads. 
From  the  printer  it  has  found  its  way  to  the 
Stamp  Office,  and  thence  it  has  migrated  to 
the  shop  of  the  stationer  or  the  district  post- 
master. There  it  may  lie  in  a  drawer  or 
figure  in  a  window  for  weeks,  or  it  may  be 
torn  from  the  sheet  to-morrow,  and  consigned 
to  the  pocket-book  of  the  private  customer. 
It  is  by  no  means  certain  that  it  will  leave 
its  owner's  custody  on  the  special  mission  for 
which  it  came  into  the  world,  for  it  may  pass 
through  the  post  once  and  again  as  the  re- 
presentative of  small  change — ^in  payment  of 
newspaper  subscriptions — in  discharge  of  a 
trifling  debt — on  an  errand  of  charity — or  as 
a  substitute  for  pocket  money  to  an  absent 
child.  The  advertising  columns  of  a  news- 
paper will  show  us  fifty  other  fimctions  which 
the  penny  postage  stamp  is  made  to  perform. 
'  Send  9even  postage  stamps,'  says  one, '  and 
in  return  you  will  receive  a  (German)  silver 
spoon,'  a  sample,  of  course,  of  an  elegant 
service  of  cheap  plate,  which  the  advertiser 
wants  to  recommend.  *  Send  a  dozen  stamps,' 
says  another,  '  with  a  specimen  of  your  hand- 
writing, and  I  will  disclose  to  you  the  mys- 
teries of  your  own  mind  and  temper,  and  put 
you  in  a  position  to  make  the  most  of  the 
faculties  you  possess,  and  to  guard  most 
efiectually  against  the  temptations  that  beset 
you.'  A  third  benefactor  inquires  if  you  are 
m  want  of  money,  and  kindly  adds,  that  you 
have  only  to  send  him  a  few  Queen's  heads, 
when,  in  return,  you  will  receive  a  secret,  the 
possession  of  which  will  put  you  in  funds  for 
the  remainder  of  your .  life.    A  fourth,  in 


return  for  thirteen  of  them,  wiU  remit  you  aa 
infedlible  recipe,  which  he  professes  to  have 
won  by  the  sad  experience  of  years  of  per- 
sonal sufiering^  ior  the  cure  of  nervous 
disorders,  hypochondria,  indigestion,  and  a 
long  train  of  ills  b^des.  Of  all  which  pro- 
fessions, however,  you  need  not  be  too 
credulous,  seeing  that  the  stamps,  once  out 
of  your  possession,  will  not  come  back;  again, 
and  that  which  does  come  in  their  place  is 
not  likely,  to  say  the  best  of  it,  to  prove  a 
monument  of  your  prudence  and  discrimi- 
nation. 

Such  are  some  of  the  incidental  ftmctions 
of  a  postage  stamp,  and  the  list  need  not 
close  here  :  we  have  seen  the  Queen's  heads 
pass  instead  of  coppers,  when  the  copper 
coin  ran  low — over  the  counter  in  shops— 
to  book  a  parcel  at  the  receiving  house — 
and  even,  sometimes,  to  pay  an  omnibus 
fare.  But  the  destiny  of  all  stamps,  at  last^ 
is  to  be  stuck,  like  a  limpet  on  a  rock,  on  the 
envelope  of  a  letter ;  and  now  it  is  that  its 
travels  in  the  world  are  sure  to  begin  in 
right  earnest.  Its  outset,  however,  is  not 
very  complimentary  to  its  royal  countenance, 
for  the  first  salutation  it  meets  with,  on 
making  its  debut  in  active  life,  after  being 
fished  out  of  the  receiving-box  by  the  dis- 
trict postmaster,  is  a  violent  blow  in  the  face 
from  an  inky  die,  which  smudgjes  its  rose- 
coloured  beauty  with  a  couple  ofhuge  blotty 
figures,  and  annihilates  its  comelmess  for 
ever.  Then  it  gets  a  ride  in  the  post- 
master's wallet  to  the  chief  office  of  the 
district,  where  it  is  pitched  and  tossed  about 
hither  and  thither  under  the  hands  of  the 
sorters,  with  a  celerity  that  gives  to  the 
whole  ceremony  the  aspect  of  some  reckless 
frolicking  game,  and  finally  gets  packed  in  a 
parcel,  and  tossed  into  a  bag  along  with 
hundreds  of  others  which  have  shared  the 
sport.  In  the  bag  it  rattles  at  a  headlong 
pace,  in  a  red  box  mounted  on  high  wheels, 
helter-skelter  along  a  mile  or  two  of  bustling 
streets,  until  it  arrives  at  the  railway  station 
just  as  the  mail  train  is  ready  to  start.  It 
is  no  sooner  bundled  into  the  maQ  van  than 
the  start  takes  place,  and  ofi*  it  rolls  on  its 
mission — say  to  some  small  village  in  North- 
umberland. All  night  it  goes  thundering 
along  the  iron  road,  and  just  as  the  dawn  is 
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fflimmering  in  the  east,  it  finds  itself  sud- 
denly jerked  out  of  the  window  of  the 
carriage,  with  its  companions,  without  the 
train  stopping  for  an  instant,  and  caught  in 
the  arms  of  a  man  in  a  red  jacket,  who  was 
standing  alone  on  the  silent  and  soUtary 
platform,  on  the  look-out  for  it.  The  man 
is  the  village  postmaster,  who,  having 
secured  his  charge,  walks  off  with  it  to  his 
humble  cottage,  and,  unpacking  the  letters, 
begins  to  arrange  them  in  the  order  of  their 
delivery — ^having  accomplished  which,  he 
sets  out  about  seven  o'clock  upon  his  round. 

But  our  Queen's  head  happens  to  be 
affixed  to  a  letter  which  is  directed  '  to  be 
left  till  called  for,'  and,  beyond  the  name  of 
the  Northxmibrian  village,  bears  no  other 
address.  So  the  postman,  knowing  nothing 
of  the  owner,  follows  his  usual  course  of 
proceeding  in  such  a  case,  and  sticks  the 
letter,  with  the  address  outwards,  into  the 
casement  of  his  little  office,  that  if  any  Mend 
of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed  should 
pass  that  way  and  happen  to  see  it,  the  news 
of  its  arrival  may  reach  him.  In  wild,  out- 
of-the-way  places,  letters  thus  eidiibited  are 
known  to  remain  in  the  postmaster's  pos- 
session weeks  and  even  months  together. 
Perhaps  the  correspondent  is  a  farm  servant, 
who,  having  ch^ed  his  employer  and 
moved  to  a  distant  spot,  has  no  time  to  spare 
to  look  after  letters ;  or,  he  may  be  a  navvy, 
in  course  of  continuous  migration  from  one 
place  to  another,  whose  letters  are  few  and 
far  between,  and,  if  they  reach  him  at  all, 
reach  him  by  devious  and  uncertain  routes. 
But  there  is  an  end,  sooner  or  later,  to  the 
didays  and  circumambulations  even  of  such 
a  letter  as  this,  and  it  reaches  its  destination 
and  &lls  into  the  owner's  hand  at  last.  And 
now,  you  will  say,  there  is  an  end  to  the 
career  of  the  little  Queen's  head. 

Perhaps  there  is ;  but  abo,  perhaps  there 
IS  not.  It  is  true  that  hundreds  of  millions 
of  postage  stamps  are  annually  destroyed, 
and  meet  with  the  fate  of  waste  paper ;  but 
the  whims  of  a  certain  class  of  people,  who 
like  to  exercise  their  industry  on  trifles,  have 
decreed  that  vast  numbers  of  stamps  shall 
be  rescued  from  the  ordinary  &te  that  awaits 
them,  and  be  appropriated  to  a  useful,  if  it 
may  be  so  called,  or  a  quasi-ornamental  pm> 


pose.  As  there  are  collectors  of  almost 
'everything  old  under  the  sun,  so  also  are  there 
collectors  of  old  postage  stamps.  These  anti- 
quaries beg  old  stamps  wherever  they  go, 
and  amass  them  by  hundreds  of  thousands, 
for  some  cherished  purpose  of  their  own,  on 
the  accomplishment  of  which  they  have  set 
their  hearts.  No:vf  it  is  to  line  a  work-box 
or  a  tronk,  or  the  interior  of  a  closet  or  a 
cabinet ;  and  sometimes  their  ambition  takes 
a  stiU  higher  flight  than  this,  and  their 
grand  design  is  to  paper  a  room  with  the 
de&ced  Queen's  heads.  This  has  indeed 
been  done  by  persevering  people,  and  that 
in  more  instances  than  most  persons  are 
aware  of,  and  is,  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
continually  in  process  of  completion  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  It  is  said  that 
a  room  thus  papered,  when  the  affiur  is 
managed  with  skill,  and  the  walls  cleverly 
varnished  afterwards,  has  a  very  agreeable 
aspect— the  walls  appearing  to  retire  con- 
siderably from  their  actual  position,  and  thus 
giving  the  effect  of  larger  space  m  the  apart- 
ment. This  result  is  due  partly  to  the 
minuteness  of  the  pattern,  and  partly  to  the 
complete  blending  of  the  red,  black,  and 
white  hues,  and  to  the  hct  that  they  have 
lost  their  positive  colour  by  the  unavoidable 
wear  and  tear  of  their  previous  career. 

So  the  stamp  on  the  letter  of  our  unknown 
Northumbrian  may  chance  to  get  into  the 
hands  of  a  collector,  and  continue  its  ex- 
istence as  a  permanent  fixture,  afler  its  day 
of  locomotion  is  gone.  In  this  case  there  is 
no  knowing  how  long  it  may  continue  to 
show  a  face  to  the  world ;  the  entire  living 
meration  may  pass  away  and  leave  it  stiU 
:ed  to  the  wall,  an  infinitesimal  fraction  of 
a  monument  of  industry  aad  pertinacity.- 
Tlie  Leisure  How. 


STAMPS  LATELY  ISSUED. 

BY  C.  W.  VINER,  A.M.,  PH.D. 

Wb  engrave  in  the  present  number  three 
postage  stamps  very  recently  brought  into 
circulation ;  a  new  French,  anticipated  in 
Mount  Brown's  Manual ;  the  local  Bavarian, 
erroneously  described  therein,  from  hearsay, 
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ee  blue ;  and  tlie  new  French  15  centimes  k 
I  percevoir,  isaned  on  New 
j  Year'sDa^.  Thefirat  of  these, 
j  two  centimes  in  value,  in- 
I  tended  ico' tmaksngfeuiUeUms, 
I  Ac.,  aa  well  as  the  4  cen- 
i  times,  has  been  expected  some 

!  months ;  and,  we  nnderatand, 

delayed,  in  conseqnence  of  an  accident 
to  Uie  plate.  It  is  coloured  a  rich  brown, 
which  the  French  call  mamm,  Ukethe  1-lepton 
Greek,  and  is  an  exquisite  specimen  of 
engraving ;  we  opine,  eiflier  by  Albert  Barre, 
whose  beantiinl  essays  of  the  republic  were 
in  the  late  International  Exhibition,  or  by 
Hnlot,  the  engraver  of  the  faultless  Orecian 
stamps.  The  design  is  dissimilar  &om  that 
of  the  other  French,  the  emperor's  head 
being,  in  our  idea,  disfigured  by  a  laurel 
crown.  Imitating  in  this,  as  in  other 
respects,  his  great  predecessor,  he  foi-got 
that  what  exactly  suited  the  noble  classical 
outline  of  the  first  Napoleon's  head,  does  not 
at  all  accord  with  his  own  pointed  beard. 

We  wonder  the  French  have  so  recently 
adopted  the  clever  invention  of  perforating 
their  stamps — having  done  so  for  two  or 
three  months  only ;  although  Susse,  of  the 
Place  de  la  Bourse,  has  for  a  considerable 
time  obhgingly  had  those  sold  at  his  own 
establishment  perforated  for  the  benefit  of 
bis  onstomers. 

The  15  centimes  k  per- 
cevoir will  be,  like  its  ixm- 
S'ener,  the  10,  employed  when 
ocal  letters  in  the  provinces 
SK  insnfiGcien^',  or  not  at 
all,  prepaid.  These  stamps 
are  only  with  difficulty  ob- 
tainable, and  by  great  fovour,  at  the  post- 
offices,  as  the  officials  cannot  legally  sell 
them  to  applicants ;  and  we  know  a  zealous 
collector,  visiting  a  provincial  town,  who, 
wishing  to  procure  a  quantity  of  the  tens  to 
take  bwik  to  England  for  exchanging,  wrote 
a  letter  to  himself  every  day,  dropped  it  into 
the  letter-box  unpaid,  and  received  it  duly 
ornamented  by  the  coveted  10  centimes  a 
percevoir  ! 

Of  like  nae  isthe  Bavarian  stamp  alluded  to, 
the  legend  of  which,  in  plain  English,  is, 
*  Bavarian  Postage,  3  kreuzer,  payable  by  the 


receiver.'  These  last  men- 
tioned stamps,  though  home- 
ly in  appearance,  strikingly 
contrast  with  their  gaily- 
colonred  companions,  and 
form  an  interesting  addition 
to  a  well-arranged  page. 

We  may  here  remark  that  the  whole  of 
the  Bavarian  stamps,  as  well  aa  those  of 
most  of  the  German  States,  have  lately  been 
changed  in  coloor— rfollowing  in  the  wake  of 
the  ^^ussians ;  and  those  stamps  nearest  in 
value  to  the  English  penny,  twopence,  and 
threepence,  are  now  respectively  tinted  rose, 
blue,  and  pale  brown ;  the  varions  colours 
thus  readily  announcing  their  values  to  the 
postal  officials. 

We  are  in  time  to  note,  aa  jnst  issued,  the 
following  stamps  i — -a  blue  Sardinian,  of 
similar  pattern  to  the  current  series,  but 
with  the  hitherto  unused  value  of  IS  cente- 
simi;  and  a  Brunswick  \  groschen  or 
5  pfenninge — device  like  those  in  use — black 
on  green  paper.  There  are  alao  envelopes 
printed  but  not  yet  issued  for  France.  'Sew 
stamps  are  in  preparation  for  Norway,  uid 
a  third  emission  has  jnst  made  its  appear- 
ance in  Wurtemburg. 


Caialoffue  of  BrUisA,  Colonial,  tmd  Foreign 
Potlage  Stampe.  By  Mount  Bbowit, 
3rd  edition.  London :  F.  Pasamore. 
Mount  Bhown's  Manual,  lately  published, 
claims  our  notice  aa  a  carefully- written,  well- 
arranged,  clearly-printed,  and  exceedingly 
osefbl  compilation ;  at  present  deservedly 
ranking  as  the  text^book  of  the  English 
amateur.  But,  as  Dr.  Johnstm  saya,  'The 
business  of  a  poet  is  to  examine ;'  and,  re- 
marks Bome  one  else,  '  The  business  of  a 
critic  is  to  find  &ult : '  so,  with  alt  the  venom 
of  a  sucking-dove,  here  goes. 

We  object,  primarily,  to  its  shape  which 
renders  it  with  difficulty  coaxed  into  a  breast* 
pocket)  at  the  risk  of  tearing  the  flim^ 
covers  to  pieces  each  time  of  putting  in  op 
taking  out.  We  would  advise  the  purchase 
of  the  bound  copies,  both  as  likely  to  last 
ont  three  of  the  others,  and  for  the  con- 
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Tenience  of  annotating  on  the  blank  leaves. 
We  have  little  else  to  complain  of  in  the 
work.  There  are  a  few  clerical  errors,  and 
some  omissions,  which  we  purpose  noticing 
in  foture.  We  think  the  arrangement  of  the 
nnmerons  United  States  local  stamps  xmder 
the  heads  of  their  respective  towns  wonld  be 
a  great  improvement ;  and  we  hope  the  pre- 
sent edition  will  be  so  speedily  exhansted  as 
to  call  for  a  fourth,  with  the  requisite  emen- 
dations. 

A  Hand  Catalogue  of  Postage  Stamps^  for  the 
use  of  Collectors,   By  John  Edwaed  Gray, 
Ph.  D.,  F.R.S.,  F.L.S.,  F.Z.S.,  Ac.,  of 
the  British  Museum.     London  :  Robert 
Hardwicke. 
'O  foriunatam  natam,  me  oonaule  Romam  !' — 
A   SPECIMEN  of  the  poetry    quoted  by  the 
acute  Latin  satirist,  as  emanating  from  the 
pen  of  the  most  eloquent  of  orators,  to  prove 
that  none  should  expect  to  be  universally 
pre-eminent ;  for,  as  ne  pithily  remarks,  *  If 
Cicero's  prese  had  been  of  the  same  calibre 
aa  his  poetry,  he  would  have  died  with  his 
head  safe  on  his  shoulders.' 

The  manual  of  the  talented  Dr.  Gray  falls 
tmderthe  same  category  as  the  learned  Roman's 
poetry.  The  doctor  stands  among  the  fore- 
most in  so  many  other  branches,  that  one 
cannot  be  surprised  at  his  failure  in  the 
natural  history  of  postage  stamps.  His  work 
is  clearly  printed,  but  the  proo&  should  have 
been  revised,  as  doubtless  the  mistakes  in 
spelling  some  of  the  German  and  Spanish 
words  are  not  the  author's.  The  compila- 
tion must  have  cost  much  trouble  and 
research ;  but  the  descriptions  are  too  vague, 
and  the  inaccuracies  and  omissions  too 
numerous,  to  utilise  it  generally.  *  We 
think  the  English  newspaper  stamp,  and  the 
ridiculous  travesties  of  Leech,  Ac.,  should 
be  rcpected  from  a  collector's  album,  rather 
than  the  black  essays,  or  trial  stamps ;  for 
although  it  is  true  that  these  were  unused 
for  postal  purposes,  neither  were  the  coloured 
ones  for  Paraguay,  Denmark,  and  numerous 
others,  which  are  inconsistently  admitted, 
while  the  former  are  ignored. 

Such  rare  stamps  as  the  six-baj.  Romagne, 

*  Since  the  abore  was  written,  a  new  and  revised 
edition  of  this  Catalogue  is  announced,  which,  no  doubt, 
will  be  greMtlj  improred. 


and  the  sevenpence-halfpenny  currency  of 
Canada  are  unrecorded,  and  the  two  buff 
local  Stockholms  are  amalgamated.  Many 
non-existing  are  adduced,  as  six  of  the 
Buenos  Ayres,  three  or  four  Monte  Video, 
one  Mecklenburg,  &c, ;  yet,  as  the  author 
seems  to  have  had  access  to  some  very 
choice  collections,  many  individuals  being 
introduced  that  have  never  fallen  under  our 
observation,  as  the  green  paper  Guiana,  ^., 
we  may  labour  xmder  an  erroneous  impres- 
sion. 

Omitting  all  mention  of  colours  in  de- 
scription (except  in  reference  to  the  St. 
Lucias,  lonians,  and  others  whose  hues  are 
the  sole  guides  to  ascertain  the  value),  we 
think  injudicious;  and  the  choice  of  the 
penny  English  red  adhesive, — ^valne  one  shil- 
ling !  on  the  cover,  an  error  of  judgment. 
We  have  to  thank  the  learned  doctor,  however, 
for  the  first  notice  of  the  Nicaragua  stamp  ; 
but  we  are  surprised  at  his  adopting  the 
bear's-grease  label,  which  figured  as  a  rare 
postage  stamp  in  Brown's  first  edition  only. 

Aids  to  Stamp  Collectors.  By  Fbbderick 
Booty.  Brighton  :  H.  and  C.  Treacher. 
Third  edition. 

Wb  cannot  say  much  in  favour  of  the 
Brighton  pubhcation,  albeit  the  appearance 
of  a  third  edition  would  seem  to  prove  an 
extensive  circulation — we  are  almost  inclined 
to  add — of  ignorance.  We  may  perhaps 
expose  our  own  by  avowal  of  never  having 
heard  of  such  stamps  as  the  1200-reis  Bra- 
zilian ;  sixpenny  square  Newfoundland ;  four- 
penny  Natal  envelope ;  eight-skilling  Nor- 
wegian, &c. ;  and  the  140-cent  of  Monte 
Video,  one-kopec  Eussian,  one-leptt  GJreek, 
one-gran^  Neapolitan,  and  un-centavo« 
Venezuelan,  maybe  misprints;  but  we  are 
astonished  an  Enghshman  should  have  fallen 
into  the  continental  error  of  quoting  a  half- 
penny Newfoundland,  and  the  halfpenny  and 
twopenny  of  Vancouver's  Island.  The 
United  States  locals  are  more  hopelessly 
jumbled  together  than  in  Brown's  publica- 
tion, who  does  not  profess  to  eliminate  them ; 
and  we  are  so  obtuse  as  not  to  comprehend 
how  one  of  the  Baden  three-kreuzer  can  be, 
at  one  and  the  same  time,  blue,  and  P.B.W., 
which  we  are  told  to  interpret  as  *  printed  in 
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black  on  wliite '  !  We  trust  the  antHor  is 
preparing  a  fourth  edition,  firee  from  former 
blemishes. 

lUustrattons  du  Mcmuel  du  GoUecttormeur  de 
TtmhreS'Poste,  de  J.  B.  Moens.  Brus- 
sels :  J.  B.  Moens. 

*  Les  Illustrations  '  of  Moens,  the  prince  of 
Belgian  stamp  authorities,  are  highly-finished 
lithographs  of  the  various  types  described  in 
his  'Manuel  de Timbres-Poste,'  and  designed 
as  supplementary  to  that  work.  They  are, 
in  fact,  so  well  executed,  that  we  would 
caution  tyros  not  to  be  misled  into  pur- 
chasing some  of  them  as  essays,  or  black 
varieties  of  the  original  stamp.  The  former 
edition  of  the  Manuel  was  very  deficient  in 
notices  of  our  colonials ;  but  the  present  is 
&,r  superior,  and  almost  faultless  as  regards 
continental  stamps,  though  still  not  unpar- 
donably  incomplete  in  cataloguing  the  im- 
pressions of  the  British  colonies. 

The  Postage-Stamp  Collector's  Pocket  Album. 
London  :  Johnson  and  Howe. 

This  portable  and  elegant  album  is 
admiraUy  adapted  for  the  reception  of 
duplicates  for  exchanging ;  or  for  a  limited, 
but  not  a  complete,  collection,  as  much  of 
the  space  would  necessarily  be  rendered 
unavailable,  unless  the  pages  were  indis- 
criminately filled,  regardless  of  locality. 

Postage-Stamp  AUnrni,  lUustraied  with  Maps, 
By  Justin  Lallibe.     Paris  :  A  Lenegre. 

Justin  Lalliee's  album  is  an  elaborately 
designed  and  useiul  acquisition,  variously 
priced,  to  suit  the  pockets  of  all  classes,  and 
an  ornamental  addition  to  any  drawing-room 
table;  a  separate  page,  sometimes  two  or 
more,  being  devoted  to  each  country,  the 
stamps  described,  and  spaces  lined  off  for 
their  reception ;  but,  like  all  prepared  albums, 
labouring  xmder  the  disadvantage  of  ex- 
cluding any  stamp  not  launched  into  circu- 
lation at  the  time  of  its  publication,  unless 
placed  in  an  anomalous  position,  or  far 
removed  from  its  kindred  in  the  extra  leaves. 


great  utility  as  aff(H*ding  a  ready  means  of 
ascertaining  the  marketable  value  of  desi- 
derata,  but  do  not  of  necessity  pretend  to 
any  completeness ;  being  designed  merely  as 
lists  of  those  particular  specimens  offered  for 
sale  by  their  several  issuers. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


PERUVIAN  STAMPS. 

Toth$  Editor  of  thi  *  Stamp  Coixbctor's  Maoazdtb.' 

SiK,— For  the  information  of  many  of  your  readers, 
aUow  me  to  make  the  following  remarks  upon  the  difier- 
ent  varieties  of  Perurian  stamps  :— In  moat  catalogues 
and  collections  these  stomps  are  arranged  under  one 
type,  and  only  mentioned  as  differing  in  the  oolour  of 
the  disc,  and  the  lines  of  the  frames.  They  belong  to 
three  very  distinct  types ;  the  blue  dinero  stamp,  harinr 
laurels  on  the  side  of  the  arms,  and  the  red  peseta  one 
two  flags  on  each  side  of  the  arms;  and  eachofthese 
stamps  diflfers  from  one  another  in  the  form  of  the  upper 
wreath,  the  size  of  the  letters,  and  the  disposition  of  the 
rfiading;  and  the  red  one  especially  also  in  the  aise  of 
the  flags  as  compared  with  one  another.  In  most  of 
these  stamps  the  value  is  in  the  lower  margin ;  but  in 
the  medio  peto  it  is  on  the  right  side  of  the  stamp. 

Yours  truly, 
British  Muteum.  j^  e,  GBAT. 


The  priced  catalogues  of  Stafford  Smith 
and  Smith,  SwayslMid,  Perris,  and  numerous 
others, — the  first-mentioned  being  illustrated 
with  several  good  cuts  of  rare  stamps, — are  of 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

jil:  ^- ^•»  ,^J"^o^— Mulready's envelopet  were  the 
first  adopted;  but  there  were  othen  previously  i>ro- 
posed,  much  more  elegant  in  design. 

VI  h  ^«'  •^i^'^^v  V"!?®  ""^^  English  stamp  is  the 
black  official,  with  V.  E.  on  the  upper  comers. 

CoLLBCTOR  asks  how  mmj  Hamburg  Boten  there  are. 
We  have  seen  upwards  of  fi%.  ^^         * 

A.  F.,  Clifton,  wishes  to  know  where  to  procure  a 
Nicaragiumstamp.    We  sympathise  with  him. 

11    ~ITu   I     ??r^..®P^'*   *™   postage   Btampa. 
equally  with  the  local  United  States'  labels  «»*"1«» 

•  INQUIBBB,  Claphnm— An  album  capable  of  contain- 
ing  aU  the  known  postage  stamps,  covers,  enrel^ 
and  their  raneUes,  would  require  a  hundred  leaV^ 
Our  o^  contains  eighty ;  but  some  pages  are  ovei- 
crowded,  and  room  is  required  for  more  local  Americana 
and  Boten,  for  the  expected.  Turkish  and  Ho"g  K^ 
issues,  and  for  probable  additions.  -^vu^^ 

^*V"T^^."^™P  ?"  ^^^  *  genuine  Argentine.  The 
cap  of  Liberty  IS  wanting.  ^  ■^"® 

^MMA.-The  threepennjr  English  e«»y  differe  from 

C.  T.,  London.—There  ia  a  green  one-franc  of  the 
French  empire.  We  possess  it.  but  beliere  it  waa^ 
essay;  though  one  has  been  seen  that  has  naased  tiS 
post.    It  18  not  noticed  in  any  catalogue  a'-^^  "*o 

J.  J.  E.,  Bayswatar.~The  new  Caledonian  sUmn  i. 
obsolete,  as  is  also  that  of  Keunioo.  Three  of  the 
latter  are  not^  m  a  recent  catalogue,  but  we  opine 
erroneously.    Both  stamps  are  exceedingly  rare.       *^ 
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We  oftefD  tee,  as  replies  to  correspondents,  such  notices 
the    following:— J.    B..— Keceived.      C.    T.— Yes. 
F.    G.— No.     J.    W.  is   mistaken.     J.   J.— We   will 
inquire.    CeUa. — We  do  not  know. 

The  above  would  serve  special  inquirers  only  ;^  but  as 
our  noagazine  professes  to  afford  general  information,  we 
intend  always  publidiing  the  question  as  well  as  answer, 
or  shaping  tne  latter  so  as  to  be  oomprebenrive  of  the  ^ 
former.  If  not  prepared  with  the  required  information, 
we  shidl  decline  publishing  our  ignorance,  and  retain 
the  query  for  saUsiactory  elucidation. 


ABTBRTifiEMEKTS  for  insertion  in  the  Stahp 
Coixbctob's  Maoaztub,  should  reach  the  Office, 
13,  George  Street,  Bath,  not  later  than  the  lOth  ox 
the  month. 


Just  pMithed^  New  and  lUpmd  Edition^  Third 

I%ou$and, 

Stafford  Smith  and  Smith's  Descriptive 
Price  Catalogue  of  Many  Hundred  Varieties  of  British, 
Cobmial,  and  Foreign  Postage  Stamps,  niustrated 
with  Fac-sinule  Engravings  of  Bare  Stamps.  Price 
4d. ;  post  free,  5d. 

Greatly  S4dueed  in  Piriee, 
Stafford  SmitJi  and  Smith's  Improved 
Adhesive  Labels  for  Postage-Stamp  Albums.  Being  a 
Set  of  upwards  of  80  Titles,  printea  in  Blue  and  Gold, 
with  Ornamental  Borders.  Published  at  2s.  6d.  The 
remaining  Sets  now  selHne  at  Is.  each ;  poet  free,  Is.  Id. 
Entered  at  Stationers'  HalL 

Imporiani  to  those  about  to  CoUoet, 
Stafford  Smith  and  Smith's  Five-Shtlling 
Packet   of  Foreign    Postage   Stamps.    Containing   60 
Tarieties  of  Foreign  Stamps,  all  in  good  condition,  many 
being  unobliterated.    Post  nree,  5s.  Id. 

The  Foreign  Stamp  and  Crest  Depdt,  13,  George  Street, 

Bath. 


Mount  Brown's  Catalogue  of  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Postage  Stamps.  Third  Edition. 
Priee  Is. :  Post  free,  Is.  Id.  Interleaved,  and  Bound  in 
Morocco  Cloth,  28. ;  post  free,  2s.  2d. 

Mount  Brown's  Postage-Stamp  or  Crest 
Album,  Buled  in  1700  Divisions,  on  Best  White 
Drawing  Paper,  and  Half-bound.  Price  7s.  6d.;  post 
friee,8e. 

124,  Che^)«ide,  London,  and  all  Stationers  and 

Booksellers. 
Price  list  of  Unused  Postage  Stamps  on  receipt  of 

a  Stamped  Envelope. 

Hotioe^-ANewEdition  of  Dr.  Oray'sHand 
Catalogue,  for  the  use  of  Postage-Stamp  Collectors,  ii 
now  r^uly,  thoroughly  Bevised,  with  the  colours  of  the 
Stamps  and  much  new  matter  added.  Price  Is.;  or, 
with  Double  Interleaving,  Gilt  Edges,  and  bound  in 
Boan  Elegant,  to  hold  Stamps,  2s.  6d.  London : 
BoBEBT  Ha&owiols,  192,  Piccadilly. 

Ju$t  Published,  Priee  One  Shilling, 
The  Third  Edition  of  'Aids  to  Stamp 
Celteetors,'  Bevised,  Augmented,  and  Enlar^  ;  con- 
taining an  Accurate  Description  of  all  British  and 
Foreign  Postage  Stamps.  Bv  F.  Boott,  21,  Grenville 
FWe,  Brighton.    Post  free  for  13  Stamps. 


Now  Beady y  pott  4to.,  Ptiee  Five  BhiUingt^ 

Oppen's  Postage-Stamp  Album  and  Cata- 

lo^e  of  British  and  Foreign  Postage  Stamps.  Con- 
taining every  information  to  guide  the  Collector,  with  a 
Full  Account  of  all  the  Stamps  of  every  Countnr.  The 
Album,  price  3s.  6d.,  and  Catalogue,  price  2s.  od.,  can 
be  had  separately.  London  :  B.  Blaks,  421^  Strand. 

Arthur  CLeary's  Stamp  Qalop.— The  most 

Successful  Galop  of  the  Season,  anfl  nightly  encored. 
The  Title-page  is  beautifully  embelUshed  in  Colours, 
with  Postage  Stamps  of  Foreign  Nations.  Sent  free  for 
Twelve  Stamps.  To  be  had  of  all  Music-sellers  and 
of  the  PubUsners,  Ewer  and  Co.,  87,  Bsgent  Street, 
London. 

Foreign  Postage  Stamps.— A  Few  Mul- 

ready  Covers  and  Envelopes  for  Sale,  verv  Cheap.  Also 
some  Confederate  States,  Local  and  Private  American,  Pony 
Express,  California,  Sandwich  Island,  Greek,  Old  Swiss, 
and  all  the  German  States'  Stamps,  at  the  Lowest  Prices. 
The  proposed  new  2  c.  French  (clean  copies),  4d. 
each.  Hong  Kong  (China),  French  Colonies,  and 
several  other  very  Rare  Stamps,  expected  shortly. — Send 
Stamped  Envelope  for  new  Price  List,  publish^  on  the 
1st  of  February.  Address,  Mr.  Millar,  166,  Queen's 
Road,  Dalston,  London,  N.  £.  N.B. — Ionian  Islands, 
Is.  6d.  per  Set  of  Three. 

J.  G.9  14,  Phoebe  Anne  Street,  Everton, 

Liverpool,  can  supply  almost  every  variety  of  Foreign. 
Postage  Stamps  on  Reasonable  Terms.  His  Stock 
includes  those  of  Wallachia^  Newfoundland,  Venezuela, 
KeviSj  Antigua,  Monte  Video,  Chili.  Buenos  Ayres, 
Liberia,  United  States  (Envelopes  and  Local),  &c.,  &c. 
Price  List  sent  on  receipt  of  a  stamped-directed  enve- 
lope.   J.  G.  also  buys  very  Rare  Stamps. 

S.  B.  EUis,  of  76,  Hanover  Street,  Shefaeld, 
has  for  Sale  a  Collection  of  260  Foreign  Stamps.  Priced 
Lists  forwarded  on  receipt  of  a  stam^d  envelope. 

Postage  Stamps  of  Barest  Kinds  may  be 
obtained,  at  Low  Prices,  of  J.  J.,  3,  Buckingham  Ter- 
race, Bonner's  Road,  London,  who  also  purchases 
Obsolete  and  Unused  Stamps,  of  most  Colonies  and 
Countries.  Registered  Stamp  Album,  Coloured  Squares, 
Haifa  Guinea. 


Foreign  Postage  Stamps.— About  2000  of 

the  above,  used  and  unused,  for  Sale,  very  Cheap.  List 
sent  on  receipt  of  stamped-directed  envelope.  Address, 
A.  B.,  26,  Albion  Street  I>arlington.  P.S.— Ionian 
Islands,  Is.  6d.  per  Set  of  Three. 

J.  J.  H.  Stockall  and  Co.,  Broad  Oreen, 

near  Liverpool,  have  a  Large  Quantity  of  Foreign 
Posta£^  Stamps  for  Sale,  both  Wholesale  and  Retail, 
comprising  Stamps  from  all  the  Continental  Countries, 
Mexico^  Brazil,  Monte  Video,  Buenos  Ayres,  Chili, 
Argentme  (Republic),  Grenada,  New  Grenada,  Vene- 
zuela, French  Colonies,  Cuba,  Bahamas,  Antigua, 
Trinidad,  Pony  Express,  &c.,  &c. ;  all  very^  Cheap.  A 
Price  List  of  800  Varieties  sent  on  receipt  of  Two 
Stamps.  All  Orders  executed  and  forward^  per  return 
of  post. 
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Woods  and  Femberton,   Hegent  Street, 

Hartlepool;  Dealers  in  Obsolete  Postage  Stamps.  List 
of  400  Varieties  ready  1st  of  March,  post  free  for  Two 
Stamps. 

Mr.  Gtoorge  Prior,  48,  Fenohurch  Street, 
London,  E.G.,  has  Large  Numbers  of  Bare  Foreign 
Postage  Stamps  for  Sale,  comprising  Sandwich  IslandSf 
Nevis,  Pony  Express,  Confederate  States  of  America, 
California,  Greek,  all  the  German  States,  and  Mul- 
ready  Enrelopes.  '  The  proposed  new  2  c.  French, 
4d.  each  (clean  copies).  Ionian  Islands,  Is.  6d.  per 
Set  of  Three.  Price  list  forwarded  on  receipt  of 
stamped-direoted  envelope. 

Stamp  and  Co.,  6,  B.ui>erra  Street,  Newport 
(Hon.),  Dealers  in  Foreign  Postage  Stamps,  and  Com- 
mission Agents.    Send  stamped  envelope  for  List. 

»      

Gtoorge  Bolton,  16,  Spring  Street,  Hull,  has 

Ionian,  Nevis,  St.  Lucia,  Bahamas,  Liberia,  Newfound- 
land, Honolulu,  and  other  Rare  Stamps,  at  very  Low 
Prices.  DealcM  supplied  by  the  Dozen.  Lists  sent  on 
receipt  of  a  stamped  envelope.  Collections  bought  and 
sold. 


J.   Mo   Corldndale,   70,   Qeorg^   Square, 

Glasgow,  will  send  his  February  List  of  600  Stamps,  on 
receipt  of  stamped  envelope. 

Jackson  and  Barker,  77,  Canning  Street, 

Liverpool,  can  supply,  in  any  quantity,  the  following 
and  many  other  scarce  Stamps  : — Nevis,  Bahamas, 
Venezuela,  New  York  Local,  Wallachia,  Wurtemburg 
Envelopes,  &c.  N.B. — Stamped  enveloj>e  to  accompany 
every  communication.    Agents  for  Continental  Dealers. 

"W,   iDiamond,  Bifle   House,  'Westboume 

Grove,  London,  Dealer  in  Postage  Stamps  of  all  Nations. 
Foreign  Stamps  sent  per  post  on  receipt  of  uncut  Penny 
Postage  Stamps.  Collections  purchased.  Any  com- 
munication requiring  a  reply  must  contain  a  Stamp. 

William  Miller,  40,  Chariot  Street,  Hull, 
has  for  sale  a  large  quantity  of  2  and  4  c.  French  Postage 
Stamps  (new  issue,  very  scarce),  at  8d.  and  4d.  each. 
Every  description  of  Colonial  and  Foreign  Postage  Stamps 
kept  on  hand.  


Collectors   should  send  a  last  of  their 

requirements  to  the  undersigned,  who  will  send  the 
Stamps  want^'d  on  Approbation,  if  a  stamped  envelope 
is  sent.  C.  Dbc»oix,  Bazaar,  Dover.  French  Two- 
centimes,  unused.  Is.  per  dozen  ;  post  firee.  Id.  ezt^. 

James  J.  Woods,  Begent  Street,  Hartle- 
pool, has  a  large  quantity  of  Stampsfor  Sale.  Lists  sent  on 
receipt  of  two  Stamps.  Fifteen  per  cent,  on  all  Orders 
above  Five  Shillings  at  a  time,  during  the  month  of 
February.  

Stamps  Cheap.— Mr.  H.  P.  Glover,  of  8, 

Church  Street,  London,  has  for  Sale  Foreign  Stamps, 
viz  —Baden  1  kr.,  8  kr.  Kose,  Blue,  9d.,  Is.  8d.,  2b.  6d. 

r>r  dozen ;    Malta,    Is.  4d.   per  dozen ;   Mecklenburg 
sch..  8d.  per  Dozen,   1  sch.,  28.  per  dozen :  Prussia, 
nf.,  9d.  per  dozen,  6  pf.,  is.  2d.  per  dozen ;  Hamburg, 
i  sch.,  1  sch.,  Is.,  2s.  per  dozen  ;   and  many  others. 


Foreign  Postage  8tamps.-^S<bonifts8stfth, 

gutchinson's  Coffee  House,  Coleman  Strtet,  London, 
E.  C,  has  a  great  many  of  iSbe  obovv  foe  Sala.  H6  hat 
all  kinds  of  Continental  and  Colonial  for  Sale,  retf 
ohesp.  A  great  many  Maltese  Halfpenny,  at  Is.  dd.  per 
dozen,  and  Ionian  Islands  at  Is.  6d.  per  set  of  Uuv*. 
Collectors  sending  a  List  of  Stamps  required  will  have 
them  returned,  with  Prices  marked  thereon.  Stamped 
dvected  envelopes  must  in  all  eases  aooomBsny  all  eom- 
munications. 


Alpha,  Aoomb  House,  Manchester^   has 

Several  Thousand  Stamps  for  Sale,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing are  a  few  Examples  :— Bremen,  2s.  W.  the  Set  of 
Six  Stamps ;  Bergedorf  \  sch.  at  2d.  each,  or  Is.  3d.  per 
dozen ;  Danish  Essays,  4  R.B.S.,  8  R.B.8.,  at  Is.  3d. 
each;  Mobile  6  cents.  Baton  Kouge  6  cents.  New 
Orleans  5  cents  (two  kinds).  Nashville  6  centa  (slate), 
ditto  (red).  New  Orleans  2  cents  (red),  ditto  (bln^, 
Is.  3d.  to  Is.  6d.  each;  atoe  13  kmds  of  Confederate 
States,  at  Is.  each  usidy  or  Is.  6d.  unueed. 

Alpha,  Aoomb  House,  Manchester,  has 

several  Collections  to  dispose  of—100  different  Stamps 
for  5s.,  200  ditto,  16s.,  m  ditto,    £3  lOs. ;  also  Col- 

Uctions  of  any  number  made  up  on  application.     N.B. 

Persons  wishing  to  purchase  should  at  once  apply  for 
ms  Price  List  of  several  hundred  varittiest  pnoe  4d. 

v'^^il^^-^^'^l*  ^o'^^®®'  Manchester,   has 

above  20^  StaW  for  Sale,  at  the  lowest  ^eaible . 
prices.     He  has  1200  varieties  for  Sale.  ^^ 


T  ^®  Postag^Stamp  Albnib,  by  ^^sto 
Lalller.  Containuig  a  fiiU  description  of  nearly  1200 
varieties  of  Stamps,  with  Compartments  arranged  for 
ttie  recephon  of  each.  Imwsrial  8vo.,  160  pp..  Cloth. 
7s.  6d. ;  Half-Morocco,  9s.  fed  ;  Whole  MocoSUo,  128: 

,^      ^  Just  Fubished, 

The  Postage-StanDip  Collector's  Pocket 
Album.  Containing  a  complete  Table  of  all  the  P6flta» 
Stamps  "sued  by  each  Country,  Stote,  or  City,^»^ 
spaces  arranged  for  their  reception.  The  wh5e  ink 
neat  and  portable  form  with  Flap  and  Ekstic  Band,  and 
a  Pocket  for  surplus  Stamps.  W  2s.;  Morocio  or 
Bussia,  Ss.  6d. ;  Morocco  or  Russia,  gilt,  4s.      ^^^ 

™.    «     ^  J**»^  ^Published, 

The  Pocket  Album  £br  Crests,  Arms,  and 
Monograms.      Containing   spaces    arranged     for    I5nrt 

Band,  Boan,  2s. :  Morocco  or  Russia,  3s.  Sd. ;  MorocSo 
or  Russia,  gilt,  4s.  Johnson  ARowb,  17,  Wj^t^ 
Square,  Paternoster  Row,  London.  '    Warwick 


Mr.  Cooke,  Buckland,  Dover,  will  send  for 

oYsgUTnv^y  ""^^  (be  ho.  3600),  on  reeei,? 

»%  7%*   n$xt  number    of    the   Stamp   CoLLBcroR'a 
Magazine  wtU  eoniatn  on  important  Adds^  fl. 

London  :   Published   by    E.    Mablbo&ovoh    ft    Pn 
4,  Ave  Maria  Lime,  E.C. ;  and  STAFPoaD  Sum  S: 
Smith,  Foreign  SUmp  and  Crest  Dep6t,  13^«L^ 
Street,  Bath,  to  whose  care  all  Comiunicakom^^ 
the  Editor  are  to  be  addressed.  ^"™'*'"<»»ott»  for 


CONTENTS. 

To  OCB  SOBBCIIBEItS     17 

Postal  Chtt-ohat. — II.   17 

Mt  Nkphew's  ColiiKdtkw  16 

N!:WLT-IBa(7ED   STiMPB 2* 

'WHiT's   THl  USK   0»  TaBMf    25 

Tbk  Stdsei  STAMre    26 

ASDDTDA    TO    HOUHT    BhOWV'B    CaTALOOUB    OV 

PoeTAoc  Staufb    27 

Rnmra  or  Pobtu.  Pitbuoatiohb    28 

COSSEBFOICDIIKTB     29 

Awamiaa  to  Cobbbbfondekts    30 


TO  OUR  SUBSCRIBERS. 
OuB  Friends  will  be  glad  to  lesm  that  the 
demand  for  the  first  number  of  the  Stauf 
Collectob's  Maqazihb  has  tar  exceeded  onr 
most  sanguine  expectations.  We  would, 
nerertbeless,  nrge  our  readers,  not  only  to 
continne  their  support,  bnt  to  endeavonr, 
ss  far  as  possible,  to  increase  its  circnlation, 
by  gaining  new  subscribers  among  their 
Etcqoaintancee.  We  may  add,  that  no 
exertion  oa  our  part  shall  be  spared,  to  make 
the  Magazine  all  that  it  should  be  to  meet 
the  reqairemeute  of  the  Stamp  Collector. 

ITo.  S.  Xaxoh  1. 1868.    Filoe  Fonrpenoa.] 


POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT.— n. 

BEBOBDOEF, — WBEBB  IS  ITp      WHAT  ABOHT  IT? 

Not  wishmg  to  be  too  didactic  and  doll,  we 
will  premise  with  Lord  Dniuireatj's  last, — for 
all  we  know  to  the  contrary.  '  W-why  ia 
B-b-berged-dorf  like  Lord  B-b-bp-on  ?  W- 
w-why,  w-why,  b-b-because  they  b-both 
b-begin  with  a  B-b-b,  to  be  snre ; — and  yet, 
som^-bow,  B-b-Wron  s-aeems  to  b-begin 
with  more  of  a  B-b-b  than  B-b-borgedorf; 
Let's  s-see  w-what  8-sam  s-says — S-s-Bam'a 
a  c-clever  f-fellaw.  Oh-h!  w-wrong  again! 
— B-b-becaose  f^they  b<botb  woke  up  one 
m-m-momiiig,and  found  themselves  f-famouj. 
W-w-what  m-made  them  f-famons  ?  Oh-h  ! 
p-p-poetry  and  p-p-postage  stamps.  Ali-h ! 
very  good — how  c-c-cnrious — B-byron  and 
B-b-bergedorf  b-both  b-begin  with  a  b-b, 
and  p-p-poetry  and  p-p-postage  stamps  b-both 
b-begin  with  a  p-p-p ! ! ' 

His  lordship,  or  rather  his  lordship's  bro- 
ther Sam,  ia  right.  By  the  bye,  how  is  it 
that  Sam  was  not  a  lord  as  well  as  hia 
yoimger  brother?  Byron  and  Bergedorf 
both  started  into  notice  suddenly.  How 
few  ever  heard  of  Bergedorf  before  it  issued 
postage   stamps;    and   how  few   even  now 

[Begiatored  fbr  TranamiBBlon  Abroad. 
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know  of  its  exact  whereabouts !  As  far  as  we 
can  make  ont  ourselves,  it  is  like  the  Irish- 
man's bird — ^in  two  or  three  places  at  once. 
On  collating  the  best  gazetteers,  we  find  that 
it  is  on  the  river  BtUe,  and  that  it  is  seated 
at  the  confluence  of  the  BdUe  with  a  canal 
that  joins  the  Elbe.  It  is  nine  miles  E.,  ten 
miles  E.S.E.,  twelve  miles  E.,  ten  miles  E., 
twelve  miles  E.S.E.,  and  twelve  kilometres 
S.E.  of  Hamburg.  Putting  that  and  that 
together,  we  come  to  the  satisfactory  con- 
clusion that  it  is  somewhere,  albeit  wliere 
nobody  seems  exactly  to  know.  It  has, 
however,  five  excellent  representatives  in 
some  thousands  of  postage-stamp  albums ; 
and  very  curious  specimens  they  are  of  the 
ingenuify  and  originality  of  their  designer ; 
exhibiting  half  of  the  Lubeck  eagle  bursting 
out  of  the  Hamburg  castle,  having  swallowed 
up,  or  knocked  down,  half  of  it  in  his  hurry. 
They  are  the  only  stamps  known,  of  which 
the  size,  as  well  as  the  inscription,  denotes 
the  value. 

We  recommend  any  enterprising  dealer  to 
write  to  a  town  called  Ritzebiittel,  Ritzbuttle, 
or  Riitzenbuttle ;  which  is,  like  Bergedorf,  a 
free  town,  under  the  joint  jurisdiction  of 
Lubeck  and  Hamburg,  but  more  populous, 
and  deriving  great  importance  from  its 
harbour  of  Cuxhaven.  We  do  not  see  why  it 
should  not  have  started  a  post  office  on  its 
own  account. 

Like  the  other  anomalies  of  Bergedorf  or 
Bargedorf — ^for  it  has  two  spellings — our 
second  question,  which  one  would  suppose 
more  difficult,  is  more  easily  answered  than 
the  first.  We  give  a  short  summary  of  our 
gleanings  on  the  subject. 

In  1387,  Margaret,  the  Semiramis  of  the 
Worth,  wearing  already  the  crowns  of  Den- 
mark and  Norway,  received  that  of  Sweden. 
Albert,  the  deposed  and  imprisoned  king, 
was  recognised  only  by  the  island  of  Goth- 
land and  the  city  of  Holmia,  the  then 
capital.  John  of  Mecklenberg,  his  father-in- 
law,  was  besieged  in  that  city ;  and  the 
magistrates  of  Rostock  and  Wismar  issued 
an  edict,  allowing  aJl  pirates  and  predatory- 
brigands,  who  should  attack  and  capture 
any  sea  or  land  convoy  appertaining  to  the 
queen's  party,  free  access  to  their  ports,  and 
ready  means  for  disposal  of  plunder.     The 


numerous  predatory  bands  of  that  lawless 
period,  glad  of  any  etcuse  for  exercising 
their  profession,  plundered  the  villages,  and^ 
under  the  pretext  of  revicto  ailing  (rori- 
taiUer)  Hdmia,  called  themselves,  VUdlienSf 
or  victuallers. 

After  this  war  ceased,  the  Yitaliens,  satis- 
fied with  their  lucrative  calling,  were  by  no 
means  inclined  to  resign  it ;  and  the  people 
of  Rostock  and  Wismar,  who  had  made 
peace  with  the  queen,  finding  it  impossible 
to  lay  the  fiend  they  had  raised,  united  with 
Hamburg  and  the  other  Hanseatic  towns,  in 
occasionaJ  crusades  i^inst  their  former  allies. 
This  desultory  hostility  continued  some 
years ;  and,  in  I4I0,  Hamburg,  Lubeck,  and 
Bremen,  obtained  an  undertalnng  from  the 
Counts  of  Oldenburg,  who  doubtless  had 
private  reasons  satis&^tory  to  themselves — 
m  the  shape  of  tribut^money  for  iheir 
patronage  —  to  withdraw  the  protection 
hitherto  afibrded  the  Yitaliens.  These 
latter  were  by  no  means  disposed  to 
succumb,  and  aJlied  themselves  with  other 
brigands,  then  known  under  the  designation 
of  cJuBnapcms  and  flibuaUers  (whence  the 
modern  Ajnerican  filHbusters). 

As  the  cave  of  Adullam,  ages  before, 
afibrded  refoge  to  every  one  that  was  dis- 
tressed, or  in  debt,  or  discontented,  so, 
among  other  strongholds  of  the  period  under 
notice,  did  the  castle  of  Bergedorf,  which 
now  makes  its  appearance  on  the  scene. 
This  was  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  romantic 
purposes  of  a  robber's  den;  possessing  a 
subterranean  passage  leading  from  its  vaults, 
with  an  outlet  at  a  considerable  distance  in 
the  forest.  Thence  the  marauders  issuing, 
seized  upon  and  plundered  traveUing  mer- 
chants and  others ;  and,  if  not  satisfied  with 
the  booty  obtained  from  their  persons,  blind- 
folded, and  bore  them  ofi*  to  the  dungeons  c^ 
Bergedorf,  till  they  could  procure  ransom 
from  their  friends.  They  were  supposed  to  be 
privately  protected  by  Duke  Henry  of  Saxony 
— ^under  whose  jurisdiction  their  retreat  then 
was — for  reasons,  most  probably  pretty 
weighty^  best  known  to  himself;  as  he  never 
exerted  his  influence  to  quell -the  nuisance 
notwithstanding  repeated  petitions  were  ad- 
dressed him  by  the  authorities  of  the  sur- 
rounding cities. 
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At  length,  the  burgomasters  of  Hamburg 
aod  Labecl^  with  two  thousand  foot,'  and 
eight  hundred  horse,  and  a  crowd  of  volon- 
ieer  citizens,  made  a  regnlar  attack  on  the 
town  of  Bergedorf ;  which,  yielding  after  a 
brief  resistance,  was  piUaged  and  burnt. 
The  brigands,  however,  retreated  to  the 
castle,  which  was  strong  enough  to  with- 
stand for  some  days  the  arquebuses  and 
cannons  (not  Armstrong's)  of  that  time. 
On  the  fifth  day  the  besiegers  collected  and 
fired  a  quantity  of  combustibles ; — the  stifling 
smoke  of  which,  compelling  the  defenders  to 
retire  from  the  walls  and  windows,  they 
made  an  escalade,  and  the  garrison  surren- 
dered, on  condition  of  being  allowed  to 
depart  with  whole  skins.  In  1430,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  Dnke  of  Saxony  should 
abandon  for  ever,  to  the  towns  of  Lubeck 
and  Hamburg,  the  castle  of  Bergedorf  with 
its  appanages ;  and  for  more  than  four 
hundred  years,  has  it  remained  under  the 
joint  protection  of  those  cities,  each  claiming 
the  alternate  nomination  of  a  bailiff,  or 
governor  of  senatorial  rank — at  first  ap- 
]f)ointed  for  four,  afterwards  for  six  years — 
;uid  sapplying  an  equal  number  of  soldiers 
to  garrison  the  castle. 

MY  NEPHEWS  COLLECTION. 

Ht  nephew  is  a  victim  of  the  last  new 
mania. 

Harry  is  not  a  bad  sort  of  fellow,  being 
neither  rebellious,  saucy,  unsteady,  nor  prig- 
gi«lL  For  his  age  I  thought  him  wonder- 
ndty  quiet  and  studious,  given  to  more 
Berions  pursuits  than  most  other  juveniles. 
He  brought  with  him,  from  Dr.  Trimmeboy's 
establishment,  a  thick  square  strong-bound 
nuinnscript,  entirely  filled  with  a  series  of 
Bnins,  ranging  from  simple  and  compound 
addition  (with  the  lines  irded  with  red  ink), 
through  cube-root  extraction,  tare  and  tret, 
niterest  for  various  terms  and  at  various 
nites  per  cent,  timber-measuring  and  land- 
surv^ring,  and  concluding  with  a  mild  fore- 
taste of  trigonometry  :  showing  how  to  cal- 
cnkte  the  height  of  a  steeple — all  transcribed 
itt  his  own  handwriting,  with  corrections, 
pMsim,  by  the  head  usher.  It  was  (for  it  is 
no  longer)  an  autograph  volnme  of  which 


any  ciphering    master  in  the  land  might 
bcMbst. 

His  aunt  Rebecca  (my  maiden  sister)  and 
myself,  after  close  inspection  of  the  manu- 
script, were  duly  edified — so  dnly,  in  fjetct, 
that  I  believe  we  never  opened  it  s^rwards, 
until  the  occasion  I  am  about  to  relate.  But 
what  subsequently  excited  our  approbation 
was  the  constant  reference  whidi  Harry 
made  to  his  model  ciphering-book.  He 
would  lay  down  the  Times  to  recur  to  its 
perusal.  When  I  opened  a  light  chat  on  the 
City  article,  he  would  take  up  his  book,  as  a 
help  to  a  clearer  comprehension  of  the  topic. 
If,  alluding  to  the  Court  of  the  Vatican,  I 
mentioned  the  intrigaes  of  the  ex-King  of 
Naples,  he  reph'ed  perhaps,  consulting  the 
book  again,  *  Ah,  yes  ;  I  have  it.*  K  I 
wondered  whether  Hesse  would  make  it  up 
with  Pmasia,  'Let  me  see;  mJnckily,  no,' 
was  his  answer,  after  a  glance  at  the  oracle. 
He  never  parted  from  the  book.  He  thought 
more  of  the  book  than  Abemethy  did  of  his. 
It  was  his  handy  book,  his  vade  mecum,  his 
manual,  his  companion  by  day,  and  his  bed- 
fellow, I  believe,  by  night.  Beholding  this 
strong  attachment  to  figures,  vague  thoughts 
came  over  us  of  his  being  destined  to  sucked 
the  astronomer-royal,  or  to  rival  the  feme  of 
Bidder  and  Babbage. 

At  the  same  tune  he  seemed  to  become 
strangely  and  even  unpleasantly  inquisitive 
respecting  our  own  private  afiairs.  Neither 
Rebecca  nor  myself  receive  letters  that  con- 
tain deep  secrets,  political  or  family.  We 
do  not  correspond  with  Oaribaldi,  Mazzini, 
or  the  Count  de  Chambord.  We  hold  no 
communication,  in  cypher  or  otherwise,  with 
any  foreign  government.  Still,  we  like  that 
the  few  letters  we  do  receive  should  be  re- 
garded with  respectful  reverence — should  be 
touch-me-nots,  scarcely  to  be  looked  at, 
handed  in  on  a  waiter.  We  even  thought  of 
starting  the  fashion  of  having  them  covered 
with  a  napkin  besides.  Instead  of  which, 
Harry  at  once  took  to  answering  the  post- 
man's knock,  although  Mrs.  Price,  our  house- 
keeper, always  did  so  before  his  arrival. 
Not  only  that  :  we  felt  aware  that  the  out- 
side of  every  letter  was  scrupulously  ex- 
amined while  he  closed  the  hall-door  as 
slowly  as    possible,   and    returned    to    the 
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breakfast-room  at  a  Mineral  pace.  News- 
papers sent  hy  absent  fHends— three  distin- 
guished families  on  our  visiting  hst  were 
then  enjoying  a  continental  tonr — were  sub- 
jected to  the  same  inspection.  Every  cast-off 
envelope  was  careftdly  but  silently  secured, 
for  th«  sake,  as  we  thought,  of  studying  and 
comparing  the  handwriting.  We  noticed 
also  that,  young  as  he  was,  more  letters 
arrived  for  him  than  for  us,  the  contents  of 
which  he  never  communicated.  Strange, 
and  slightly  impertinent ! 

Yesterday,  Rebecca's  forbearance  could 
hold  out  no  longer.  At  the  postman's  rap, 
Harry  jumped  up  as  usual,  before  Mrs.  Price 
years  ago — could  get  to  the  door;  and  he 
— ^who  is  not  so  active  as  she  was  twenty 
returned  with  two  letters,  one  half  hidden  in 
the  cuff  of  his  sleeve,  while  he  devoured  the 
direction  of  the  other  with  his  eyes.  We 
had  long  be.en  expecting  that  letter.  It  con- 
tained, we  knew,  an  erpression  of  thanks  and 
safe  arrival  in  Queensland,  from  a  penniless 
but  hard-workinff  young  woman  whom  my 
sister  beHeved  she  was  really  patriating, 
while  expatriating  her,  at  her  own  expense. 
In  truth,  the  girl's  sweetheart  had  purposely 
gone  out  before  her,  with  an  understanding, 
and  was  ready  for  the  reception  of  his  weU- 
beloved.  We  wished  this  little  romance,  in 
which  Rebecca  was  an  accomplice,  to  be  kept 
as  snug  as  possible. 

*  That  is  my  letter,  sir,*  observed  my  sister, 
sternly ;  *  and  I  should  be  glad  to  have  it, 
and  others  for  the  future,  brought  in  directly, 
without  being  quite  so  closely  examined.  Li 
my  time,  young  people  did  not  take  sucl^ 
liberties.' 


'Because  in  your  time- 


'  stammered 

Harry,  not  daring  to  finish. 

*  Because  why,  sir  ?     I  insist  on  knowing.' 

*  Because  in  your  very,  very  young  tim^, 
aunt,  there  were  no  such  things  as  postage 
stamps.  They  are  a  magnificent  invention 
of  modem  times.  Here  is  the  letter;  but 
pray  do  give  me  the  envelope.' 

'  For  what  ?  What  interest  or  right,  sir, 
can  you  possibly  have  to  inspect  the  post- 
marks of  my  correspondence  ?  And,  now  we 
talk  of  correspondence,  I  should  like  to  be 
informed  what  is  the  nature  of  yours.  It 
may  be  all  right  and  proper,  and  I  dare  say 


it  is ;  but,  until  you  are  one-and-tweniy,  and 
we  are  relieved  of  the  responsibility  of  your 
guardianship,  I  may  observe  that  your  uncle 
and  myself  ought  to  be  m^e  acquainted 
with  its  nature,  and  to  have  some  idea  of  the 
persons  with  whom  it  takes  place.' 

Rebecca  uttered  this  little  lecture  with  all 
the  dry  decision  she  could  muster,  looking  at 
me,  at  the  close  of  her  speech,  to  second  the 
motion.  Then,  as  she  really  loved  her 
nephew,  and  was  too  kind-hearted  to  feel 
easy  while  administering  reproof  she  made 
a  retreat  and  avoided  fnrther  discussion  by 
breaking  the  seal  of  her  letter  and  becoming 
absorbed  in  its  penisaL  I  said  nothing. 
Harry  blushed,  not  a  guilty  blush,  but  a 
blush  as  it  were  prot^ing  against  unjust 
treatment.  He  soon  left  the  house — as 
he  afterwards  confessed,  to  make  private 
arrangements  with  the  postman. 

During  his  absence,  and  while  Rebecca 
was  making  out  her  multi-crossed  epistle, 
breathing  a  satisfactory  *  Ah ! '  at  intervals,  I 
went  upstairs  to  my  room,  to  look  out  of 
window  with  my  hands  in  my  pockets,  as 
my  wont  is  when  anything  occurs  to  puzzle 
me.  His  room  door  stood  ajar,  suggesting, 
the  possibility  of  finding  a  clue  to  the  corres- 
pondence of  which  Rebecca  disapproved.  In 
a  snug  comer  of  his  bookcase  was  the  well- 
worn  ciphering-book,  which  would  not  have 
invited  further  attention  but  for  its  bloated 
appearance,  so  to  speak.  It  had  grown  ple- 
thoric, abdominal,  and  fat.  It  seemed  to 
have  taken  in  more  good  things  than  it 
could  well^digest.  It  was  filled  to  repletion, 
witness  sundry  cracks,  in  spite  of  the  extra 
binding  duly  charged  in  the  school  bilL  I 
took  it  down,  really  hoping  to  find  a  fiirther 
triumph  of  my  nephew's  mathematical  abili- 
ties, and  supposing  the  additional  thickness 
to  arise  from  logarithmic  calculations  of  ex- 
cessive profundity.  The  sums,no  doubt, would 
be  overlaid  with  algebraic  corollaries  and  com- 
mentaries. I  opened  the  volume,  haJf-fear- 
ing  to  behold  an  increase  of  figures,  ascend- 
ing vertically  or  descending  transversely,  and 
garnished  with  scales  of  red  ruled  lines. 

Next  the  cover  were  loose  fetters,  evidently 
not,  as  Rebecca  dreaded  they  were,  from  any 
young  person  of  the  gentler  sex.  *  Your 
last  mvour  duly  received,'  *  on  the  30th  ult. 
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we  had  the  honour  to  forward,*  would 
hardlj  be  the  forms  in  which  a  fair  one 
would  avow  her  susceptibilities.  There  was 
mention  of  *  Prance,  1848,'  *  Prance,  republic, 
presidenoe,'  *  private  offices,'  'scarce  enve- 
lopes,' and  *  local  correspondence,'  which 
could  have  reference  only  to  business  or 
politics.  Was  my  nephew  in  secret  training 
for  the  foreien  secretaryship?  But  on 
turning  over  ine  once  arithmetical  pages,  a 
wcHiderful  transformation  met  my  eye,  ex- 
plaining the  obese  condition  of  the  book.  It 
was  not  exactly  a  palimpsest  manuscript, 
but  had  been  effaced  by  linings  of  paper 
mosaic.  Each  page  was  neatly  ruled  with 
blue  ink  into  small  square  divisions  quite 
irrespective  of  the  sums  upon  it,  and  nearly 
each  division  was  occupied  by  a  postage 
stamp  of  some  nation,  colony,  or  community, 
whose  name  was  hand-printed  on  a  smart 
label  pasted  at  the  top  ot  the  page.  A  few 
old  postage  envelopes  were  honoured  with  a 
broad-margined  page  to  themselves. 

Beside  the  volume  were  three  or  four 
peunphlets,  in  French  and  in  English,  of 
Parisian,  Belgian,  and  British  publication, 
the  happy  authors  of  which  could  boast  their 
second  editions,  revised,  corrected,  and  en- 
larged, with  reproduction  forbidden  and 
every  right  reserved.  I  beheld  Aids  to 
Stamp  Collectors ;  hemg  a  list  of  English  a/nd 
Foreign  Fostage  Stamps  in  circuhJkon  since 
1840.  I  beheld  CcUalogm  des  Timhres-Poste, 
cries  dans  les  divers  Etats  du  GHobe.  Further, 
I  saw  Manuel  du  OoUecUofmett/r  de  Timbres- 
Poste^  ou  Nomenclature  g4n6rale  de  tous  les 
timbres  adoptSs  dans  les  divers  pays  de  VUnU 
vers;  as  if  the  author.  Monsieur  J.  B.  Moens, 
were  on  intimate  terms  with  postmasters 
residing  in  the  planets  Venus  and  Jupiter. 
He  assures  us  tliat  the  stamp-collector  may 
apply  to  him  in  all  confidence ;  for  the  cor- 
respondence which  he  has  with  the  stranger 
enables  him  continually  to  supply  the  gene- 
rality of  all  the  stamps  (of  the  universe  ?). 
And  then  there  was  a  severe  hbellus,  of 
ninety-seven  pages.  Timbres  Poste^  without 
pre&ce,  commentary,  or  peroration,  but  an 
mdex  only, '  on  sale  chez  Lapante,  Dealer  in 
Postage  Stamps  for  CoUections,  1,  Rue 
Christine,  1,  Paris.'  This  last  looked  about 
&a  Hght  reading  as  a  list  of  fixed  stars,  or  the 


astronomical  portions  of  Dietrichsen's  Alma- 
nack. Besides,  and  on  the  same  shelf^  were 
ranged  grammars  and  dictionaries  of  foreign 
tongues,  picked  up  at  book-stalls ;  tables  of 
European  coins,  weights,  and  measures,  and, 
backing  and  supporting  all,  like  a  substantial 
buttress,  a  solid  tome,  entitled  Manuel  du 
N6gotianty  Traite^  thdorique  et  prutiqiM  des 
Sciences  Ocnnmsreidles.  For  &is  learned 
treatise  the  name  of  the  author,  L.  Rothsolnld, 
inspired  me  with  a  certain  awe.  I  left  it 
untouched,  and  turned  over  with  bewilder- 
ment the  pages  of  the  metamorphosed  arith- 
metical record. 

While  so  doii^,  a  light  step  bounded  up- 
stairs. It  was  Harry,  who  thus  caught  me 
in  his  sanctum,  rummaging  -his  private 
shelves,  and  surrounded  by  his  precious 
documents  tossed  about  in  disorder.  The 
boy  looked  astonished^  but  not  in  the  least 
abashed  or  ashamed.  He  stood  his  ground 
like  a  man.  After  the  first  surprise  at  seeing 
me  there,  he  seemed  flattered  rather  than 
otherwise  by  the  curiosity  I  was  manifesting. 

*'  And  how  did  you  come  by  all  this  rub- 
bish ? '  I  asked. 

'  By  exchanges  with  correspondents,  uncle,' 
was  his  reply,  in  justification,  ^  and  also  with 
my  pocket-money.' 

'  You  were  at  liberty,  certainly,  to  spend  it 
on  this,  as  well  as  on  any  other  harmless 
nonsense ;  still  it  is  a  pity  to  throw  money 
into  the  street.' 

*  I  beg  your  pardon,  xmcle  ;  it  is  not 
thrown  away  at  all.  I  have  made  a  good 
investment.  My  stamp  album  is  worth 
twenty  pounds,  if  it  is  worth  a  sin^e 
shilling.' 

*  When  you  have  proved  that  it  is  worth  a 
shilling,  I  will  beheve  that  it  will  fetch 
twenty  pounds.' 

'  *  That  is  easily  done.  You  know,  uncle, 
there  are  two  sorts  of  collections  of  stamps, 
the  maculate  and  the  immaculate.  Maculate 
stamps,  or  such  as  have  passed  through  the 
post,  are  marked,  to  prevent  their  being 
used  again.  I  do  not  claim  any  value  for 
those,  because  you,  perhaps,  will  not  admit 
that  they  have  any  value.' 

I  nodded  my  perfect  assent  to  this. 

*And  yet  I  have  a  Neapolitan  stamp — 
here  it  is — of  the  late  King  Bomba,  which  I 
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would  not  part  with,  for  five  sbillings. 
Besides,  as  each  ooxintiy  has  different  post- 
age stamps,  so  has  each  a  different  mode  of 
de&<nng  them.  Jnst  look,  uncle.  England 
does  it  by  black  bars,  Hesse  Darmstadt  by 
concentric  circles,  France  by  a  number  of 
little  black  spots.  Now,  as  it  is  possible 
that  the  rarity  of  certain  discontinued  stamps 
will  tempt  forgers  to  imitate  them,  if  they 
commit  any  error  in  the  mode  of  defclcement, 
they  will  be  caught  most  assuredly.  There- 
fore an  authentic  postmark  on  a  stamp 
confirms  its  genxdneness  and  increases  iis 
worth ' 

*  Which  I  ignore.* 

'I  must  tell  you  a  true  story,  which  I 
heard  at  the  lyc6e.  A  maid-servant,  who 
made  use  of  a  postage  stamp  for  the  first 
time  in  her  life,  had  noticed  that  all  the 
letters  she  took  in  for  her  master  were  dotted 
with  black  oyer  the  stamp,  like  this  head  of 
the  Republic.  She  supposed  it  was  done  to 
make  tiie  stamps  stick  better,  and  imitated 
it  as  well  as  she  could  with  a  pen.  At  the 
post  office,  it  was  at  first  suspected  that 
some  one  had  used  an  old  stamp,  to  cheat 
the  government.  Inquiries  were  made,  and 
learned  *^  experts  "  set  to  work,  who  proved 
the  girl's  innocence  of  intentional  wrong. 
She  got  off  with  an  admonition,  lucky  enough 
to  escape  further  trouble.' 

'Is  it  possible  she  could  have  been  so 
stupid  ? ' 

'  There  are  more  stupid  things  done  than 
that.  Among  the  curiosities  found  in  letter- 
boxes are  unstamped  letters  in  considerable 
quantities,  and  mingled  with  them,  though 
not  exactly  in  the  same  proportion,  single 
loose  postage  stamps.  There  are  people 
ignorant  enough,  a^r  they  have  written 
and  directed  their  letter,  to  buy  a  stamp  at 
the  office,  and  then,  instead  of  sticking  it  on 
the  letter,  to  throw  it  into  the  box  at  the 
same  time  with  the  letter,,  supposing  that  to 
be  the  mode  of  prepayment.  The  clerks  do 
the  best  they  can  to  (Ustribute  justice,  in  the 
shape  of  stamps,  amongst  the  unprovided 
letters;  but  their  utmost  impartiality  may 
not  prevent  some  letter  writers  from  reaping 
what  they  have  not  sown.' 

'Beautiful  simplicity!  But  you  were  to 
prove  that  your  sdbum  is  worth  a  shilling.' 


'Instantly,  uncle.  My  collection  is,  for 
the  most  part,  maculate,  consisting  of  old 
stamps.  I  am  not  rich  enough  to  procure 
unused  stamps  of  all  the  countries  in  Europe 
— not  to  speak  of  the  colonies — ^nevertheless 
I  have  a  few.  Now  you  must  acknowledge, 
uncle,  that  xmused  stamps  are  worth  their 
cost  price.  Here  is  a  Wiirtemburg  stamp 
for  six  kreuzers  ;  here,  a  Swiss  one  for  forty 
rappen,  a  Belgian  one  for  forty  centimes,  a 
Norwegian  one  for  eight  skUling,  and  a 
Prussian  one  for  four  silbergroschen,  all  un- 
used. Their  joint  value  is  more  than  a  shil- 
ling English.' 

'  I  don't  know,'  I  demurred,  speaking  the 
truth. 

'  Again,  here  are  French  immaculates  for 
eighty,  forty,  twenty,  ten,  five,  and  one  cen- 
time, respectively ;  that's  more  than  a  shil- 
ling. And  here  are  English  ones  for  six- 
pence, fourpence,  threepence,  twopence,  and 
one  penny.  Do  they  make  a  shilling  P  Eh, 
uncle  ?  ' 

'  I  suppose  they  do,  and  that  you  hove  the 
best  of  the  argument.' 

'  Yes.  And  I  am  in  hopes,  uncle,  that  I 
shall  be  able  to  make  you  entertain  a  higher 
opinion  of  postage  stamps.  They  are  a  great 
discovery;  and  if  so  their  history  is  well 
worth  studying.  The  man  who  invented 
them  deserves  as  much  honour  as  he  who 
invented  coin  for  cash  transactions.  By 
sticking  a  bit  of  paper,  with  a  government 
mark,  on  a  letter,  you  command  its  delivery, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  at  anv  place  you  choose 
to  name.  All  the  formalities  and  delays  of 
money  pa3rments  are  avoided,  including  those 
connected  with  the  money  exchange  of  the 
foreign  countries  which  a  letter  may  have  to 
traverse.' 

'That  is  you  mean  to  say  that  postage 
stamps  are  a  simple  and  convenient  form  of 
paper  money  ? ' 

'  I  beg  your  pardon.  Postage  stamps  are 
not  paper  money ;  they  are  much  more  than, 
and  superior  to,  paper  money.  Paper  money 
supposes  moneyed  capital  of  the  precious 
metals,  and,  to  have  any  worth,  must  be 
backed  by  a  bank  with  bullion  in  it  sufficient 
to  pay  them  off  whenever  required.  The 
bulUon  may  run  short,  be  spent,  or  stolon ; 
the  bank  may  fail,  and  the  paper  be  good  for 
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nothing  bat  to  light  a  cigar  with.  Postage 
stamps  represent  not  cash  to  be  paid  bat  a 
service  to  be  rendered ;  the  only  capital  thej 
suppose  is  the  existence  of  human  limbs  and 
brams  and  the  continuance  of  civilised  society. 
So  long  as  European  nations  endure,  and 
people  have  a  mutual  interest  in  knowing 
what  is  going  on  in  other  places,  a  postage 
stamp  can  never  Ml  to  the  level  of  a  bank 
note  issued  by  a  broken  bank.  Perhaps 
even,  one  of  these  days,  we  shall  have  stamps 
to  prepay  other  services  besides  the  letter- 
carrying.' 

'Your  imagination  is  ronning  along,  my 
boy,  &ster  than  I  can  follow  it.' 

'  Not  at  all,  uncle ;  for  the  scheme  is  already 
put  in  practice  to  a  limited  extent.  Did  you 
ever  hear  of  a  ticket  for  soup  ?  ' 

'  I  think,  Harry,  I  have.  But  what  has 
that  to  do  with  it  ?  ' 

*  A  ticket  for  soup  (about  which  so  many 
jokes  have  been  made)  is  a  promise,  by 
charitable  persons,  of  a  gifl  to  be  made.  The 
soup  received  is  the  ftilfilment  of  the  promise, 
is  it  not  ?  Applying  the  same  principle  to 
business,  there  are  restaurants  in  Pans  who 
sell  you  packets  of  dinners.  Instead  of 
paying  for  your  board  by  the  month  (and 
paying  for  nothing  whenever  you  are  asked 
out  to  dinner),  you  keep  the  tickets  in  your 
pocket-book,  and,  whenever  you  want  to 
dine,  you  present  one ;  exactly  as,  when  you 
want  to  send  a  letter,  you  stick  upon  it  the 
proper  stamp,  and  put  it  into  the  letter-box. 
The  restaurant's  ticket  is  a  dinner  stamp ;  it 
prepays  the  butcher,  the  cook,  the  wine-mer- 
chant, the  rent  of  ihe  dining  room,  and  the 
use  of  the  dinner  things,  sdl  through  the 
agency  of  the  head  of  the  establishment,  who 
is  always  there  to  supply  the  meal  contracted 
for  whenever  called  upon  to  do  so.  Sub- 
scription to  the  opera  is  something  of  the 
same  kind.  All  I  say  is  that  we  may  carry 
the  stamp  system  farther,  applying  it  per- 
haps to  medical  attendance.' 

'  We  will  ask  the  doctor  what  he  has  to 
say  to  it.  Meanwhile,  I  begin  to  think  that 
your  time  and  money  may  not  have  been 
spent  on  mere  unmeaning  bits  of  coloured 
paper.  To  convince  me  thoroughly,* can  you 
stiuQd  an  examination  in  the  contents  of  your 
own  stamp-book  ? ' 


^  J  believe  so,  uncle.  Please  begin  wher- 
ever you  like.' 

'  How  does  a  native  Hanoverian  speQ  the 
name  of  his  countiy  ? 

*  With  two  ns ;  B,  a,  double  ».' 

*  What  does  Sverige  mean  P ' 

*  Sverige  is  Sweden.' 

*  What  is  a  Freimarke  ?  ' 

'  A  Swedish  Freimarke,  an  Austrian  Post- 
stompel,  a  Hanoverian  Bestellgeld-frei,  a 
Dutch  Post-zegel,  a  French  Timbre-poste,  an 
Italian  FrancoboUo,  a  Hamburg  or  Lubeck 
Postmarke,  are  all  and  equally  postage 
stamps.' 

'  What  is  the  shape  of  a  Cape  of  Oood 
Hope  stamp?' 

*Triangidar.  The  French  fellows  at  our 
lyc^,  when  I  showed  them  the  beginning  of 
my  collection,  were  struck  most  of  all  with 
the  number  and  extent  of  the  British  posses- 
sions. I  told  them  they  might  have  the 
same,  if  they  only  had  the  perseverance  to 
go  and  settle  in  foreign  lands.  But  they  are 
a  too  stay-at-home  people  for  that.  Wher- 
ever they  go,  they  are  always  thinking  of 
their  village  steeple.' 

*  What  are  the  stamps  with  a  crowned 
lion  holding  a  shield,  marked  nine  grazie  and 
six  grazie  ? ' 

*Ah  !  those  are  Tuscan,  beginning  to  be 
rare  and  valuable.  A  collector  sets  a  value 
on  a  postage  stamp  in  inverse  proportion  to 
the  stability  and  prosperity  of  the  state  by 
which  it  is  issued.  Those  of  the  overthrown 
Italian  Duchies,  Tuscany,  Parma,  and 
Modena,  never  very  numerous,  are  now 
scarce,  and  will  soon  be  priceless.  The 
stamps  of  transitional  governments,  like  the 
last  French  Republic,  are  eagerly  sought,  for 
the  same  reason.  I  am  thiiDdng  of  invest- 
ing a  trifle  in  Roman  Pontifical  stamps. 
When  the  temporal  power  has  come  to  an 
end,  those  stamps  will  command  anything  in 
the  way  of  exchange.' 

*  What  are — I  can't  make  them  out 
myself — those  very  pretty  stamps,  with  oval 
medallions,  green,  red,  and  blue,  in  the 
midst  of  drapery  of  a  different  colour  ? ' 

'Those  are  Russian,  for  thirty,  twenty, 
and  ten  copecks  each.  I  cannot  read  the 
legend  or  inscription,  because  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  set  myself  up  with  a  Russian 
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alphttbet,  ttnd  a  gnunraai'  and  dictionair  to 
follow.' 

*  Tonr  aant  and  myself  will  manage  that 
between  na.  Let  na  now  go  and  see  whether 
she  Has  finished  her  letter.' 

'Ton  bavq  been  a  long  wbQo  np-staira,' 
obserred  Rebecca,  aa  we  entered,  returning 
her  spectaclea  to  their  case,  and  handing  me 
her  Anstralian  epistle  to  read.  '  She  ia  quite 
well  and  happy.  She  has  had  a  little  hoy, 
and  18  expecting  another-  She  sends  her 
dnty  and  some  Queensland  bird-skins  by  the 
next  mail,  hoping  that.yoa  and  I  are  the 
same.' 

'  I  am  glad  of  it,  thongh  the  news  ts  a 
little  confased.  Hanr  has  been  showing  me 
his  correepondence.  Ton  may  give  him  the 
envelope,  or  he  will  be  content  with  the 
stamp  alone.' — AU  the  Tear  Bowid. 

NEWLT-ISSUED  STiMPS. 

Not  always  does  realily  an* 
swer  expectation  ;  bat  the 
long-desired  stamps  of  Hong 
Kong  (one  of  which  we  en- 
grave) were  well  worth  wait- 
ing for,  as  tanltless  in  design 
and  eieontion.  They  are  of 
seven  valnes : — 2  c,  brown  ; 
8  c.,  bnff;  12  c,  blue;  18  c,  lilac;  24c., 
green ;  48  o.,  rose ;  and  96  c,  black.  In  the 
fonr  comers  they  bear  the  Egyptian  (mis- 
called the  Orecian)  pattern ;  the  name  Hong 
Kong  at  the  top,  and  the  valne  below ;  on 
the  right  and  left  Chinese  characters, — fi-om 
which  we  may  treat  onr  yonng  readers  to  a 
n^tnitons  lesson  in  the  difficnlt  langoage'of 
China.  It  is  pretty  generally  known  that 
Chinese  is  written  neither  &om  the  left  to 
right,  like  European,  nor  from  right  to  left, 
like  most  of  the  Easteni  langn^es ;  but  in 
perpendicular  columns,  as  is  well  exemplified 
m  the  specimens  before  ne.  On  the  right 
side  stands  the  Chinese  words,  Hong  Kong, 
and  on  the  left  the  numerical  valne  of  the 
stamp.  In  that  of  the  lowest  denomination, 
the  top  characters  stand  for  two,  and  the 
middle  and  undermost  are  the  equivalent  for 
eenit.  In  the  next  there  is  a  character  for 
eight,  and  the  same  two  for  eenUs.  In  the 
blue  will  be  noticed,  a  cross  standing  for  ten, 


a  oonple  of  strokes  for  two,  making  twdve, 
and  emia  as  before.  In  the  lilac,  the  cnxa 
again  for  ten,  the  same  charaoten  as  on  the 
buff  for  eight,  making  eighteen,  and  cento 
again.  In  the  green,  the  pwr  of  strokes  for 
tvx),  the  cross  for  ten,  meaning  tieUe  ten,  and 
a  very  cnriona  character  (or  four,  tureniy-fotir. 
The  rose-colour  sports  the  same  queer  mark 
for  foar,  the  cross  for  tea, — four  times  ten, 
and  the  sign  for  mght,  fortij-eight.  The 
highest  denomination  has  a  character  for 
nine,  the  cross  again,  and  a  mark  for  eie, — 
nmetg-tiii,  follow^  by  cents  as  befor«.  It 
will  also  be  remarked  that  the  chaiactera  for 
tun  on  the  2  c.  are  more  complicated  there 
than  the  two  in  the  12  c. ;  which  would  make 
them  appear  rather  the  equivalent  ctf  a  pair 
or  a  couple,  than  the  simple  word,  two. 

The  Tnrkish  stamps  of  which  there  are 
fonr,  printed  in  black,  on  coloured  paper,  are 
noticeable  rather  for  singularity  than  beauty. 
They  bear  the  dgn-mannal  of  the  Sultan, 
above  the  crescent,  the  Koran  forbidding  the 
representation  of  the  '  human  &ce  divine.' 

On  the  rose-colonred  one, 
from  which  the  engraving  ia 
taken,  will  be  seen  the  cha- 
racter for  Jive,  in  a  circle  be- 
low the  crescent ;  and  in  the 
top  corners  and  nndemeath, 
we  cannot  help  imagining  that 
the  artist  was  thinking  of  i 
fie  Turkish  bow-string  when 
he  designed  the  ornamentation. 

Wee 
the  first 
number; — and  now  proceed  to  instance  a  few 

I  additions  to  existing  stampa, 
as  the  red  Antigua  penny, 
which  we  engrave ;— and  the 
1  c  of  Lnxombourg,  orange- 
coloured.  There  is  also  a 
local  Btamp  for  Italy,  started 
on  new-year's  day,  similar  in 
purport  to  the  Baden  Land- 
post,  of  delicate  design,  yellow  on  white, 
inscribed,  10  o.  Segna  Tassa.  We  have 
never  seen  but  one,  and  intend  giving  an 
engraving  of  it  in  onr  next,  together  with 
the  forthcoming  envelopes  of  Norway.  We 
hear  of,  bnt  have  not  yet  seen,  a  new  green 
Kossian  stamp.      We  purchased,  a  few  days 
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Bince,  wh^  were  accredited  to  ns  as  Btamps 
pniportmg  to  can;  lettera  or  parcels  fixun 
CaliTonua  to  Los  .AjigeloB,  and  other  places, 
1^  the  Mexican  mail.  There  were  nine, 
nrions,  printed  on  paper  of  different  colonrs, 
all  bearing  ^e  same  mine,  2  reals.  Sboold 
ihej  turn  oat  to  be  forgeries,  we  can  only 
give  the  concocter  credit  for  more  impodenoe 


A  new  issae  of  Italians  is  beginning  to 
appear.  Wb&t  we  have  seen  are  somewhat 
aimilt^p  to  ^iif^  e^liest  Svdini^ns, — colonr  on 
white. 

The  bine  doa  centavos  Kicaragoa,  which, 
as  jet,  has  been  noticed  in  Moeoa'  third 
edition  only,  has  jnst  Men  into  onr  hands. 
We  propoee  to  give  an  engraving  of  it  next 
month. 


'WHAT'S  THE  USE  OP  THEM?' 

BT  C.  W.  VINER,  A.U.,  PH.D. 

'  TKat  itetdati  tmd  moil  patrile  of  ntaniat,  Pottage 

Stamp  ColUrting,    luu  famd  a   literary  i>r(KiH  in  At 

BtAHF  Colleotob'b  Haoazihk,    wAicft  it  aiHumnttd 

far  appearoMt  o»  tltt  fint  a/  imzC  moMk^ — EvKHUia 

Wb  are  highly  indebted  to  the  jonmal  irom 
which  this  is  quoted,  for  the  gratnitons  in- 
sertion of  the  above  advertisement ;  and  think 
the  sneer,  emanating  from  a  party  pnblica- 
tion  avowedly  opposed  lo  all  progress,  an 
unintentional  coniplinient.  Bight  ^ad  were 
we  t«  get  so  apt  a  motto  for  oar  propoeed 
psper.  '  Cut  bono  ? '  is  ever  the  cry  of  pro- 
saic ntflit^ans,  when  a  purBoit  presenting 
no  apparently  positive  froita  falls  nnder  the 
districted  sphere  of  their  observation.  We 
do  not  presume  to  range  the  snl^ects  treated 
on  in  this  nnpretending  pablic^on  among 
those  meriting  serioos  or  undivided  atten- 
tion ;  bnt  we  will  vindicate  the  claim  of  onr 
gsily-colonred  pieces  of  paper  to  be  redeemed 
&om  the  charge  of  fntility  and  fiivolity. 

They  may  be  termed  historic,  geographic, 
utisdc,  and  statistic ;  inasmnch  as  they  tend 
to  the  stady  of  histoiy  and  geography ;  exer- 
cise and  develop  the  sethetic  taste  of  their 
<kaigners ;  and  exhibit  the  various  monetai; 
denominations  of  &eir  respective  govern- 
No  mean  historical  valne  bear  they  even 
■t  present,  comparatively  short  aa  has  been 


the  time  of  their  circulation ;  the  heads  of 
the  snccessive  sovereigns  of  Aostria,  Saxonv, 
and  Portugal  being  accurately  pourtrayed ; 
thongh  in  the  far-looming  period  of  Macan- 
lay's  New  Zeatander,  we  must  venture  to 
anticipate  considerable  concision  and  endless 
discussion  amongst  the  antiquarian  literati 
of  the  day,  should  fhey  try  to  collate  the 
accreilited  records  of  the  succession  of 
Spanish  monarchs  1^  means  of  the  postage 
stamps  of  the  count^,  carefully  preserved  in 
albums ;  for  the  former  will  prove  there 
must  have  been  bat  one  queen  from  1850  to 
1863  and  afterwards ;  whereas  the  latter  vrill 
show  the  imagery  of  seven  profiles  so  dis- 
cordant as  to  be  almost  incapable  of  indent!* 


This  sole  exception   to  our  assertion  of 
their  historical  value  proves  the  rule ;  for, 
■  Cum  multis  sliiis  qu»  dudo  pencribero  loogum  est,' 

the  essays  for  Paraguay  wiU  testify  to  the 
abortive  prdect  of  erecting  that  republic 
into  a  kingdom ;  the  stamps  of  the  period 

will  be  indelible  records  that 

Parma,  Modena,  and  Tuscany,  i 
once   bad   independent  rulers  L| 
of  their  own ;  they  will  mark  u 
the  revolts  of  Schleswig-Hol-  n 
stein,  and  Bomagna ;    exhibit  11 
the   transfer  of  Luxembourg  g 
from  Holland  to  Belgium  : —  " 
when  North  and  South  America  are  parcelled 
out  into  kingdoms,  like  Europe  in  our  days, 
they   will    testify  to  the   pro- 
existence  of-  New  Qranada,  and 
the    Argentine    Confederation, 
dtc.,  as  repuhhcs  ; — show    the 
phsees  of  French  government, 
from  topublic  to  presidency,  and 
thence  to  empire ; — and  record 
to  remotest  generations    that  the  Grecian 
islands  owned  in  dt^  long  past  the  sway  of 
the  British  Queen  v  ictoria ;  for  postal  ama- 
tenrs  are  already  on  the  gw  vum  in  anticipa- 
tion of  another  series  of  lonians,  under  a 
change  of  T^gimie. 

Tasso's  brautifol  simile  of  the  sweetened 
physic-cup  (borrowed  from  Locretius),  is 
exemplified  in  posta^  stampe  smoolJiing 
geographical  asperities.  Nevis,  Liberia, 
Comentes,     and     Seunios,     would     have 
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been  little  likely  to  attract  the  attention  of 
jpyeniles,  apart  from  their  postage  stamps ; 
and  Thnm  and  Taxis,  now  familiarised  by 
onr  talented  contribiitor  in  the  former 
nnmber,  was  formerly  equally  a  terra  incogs 
nUa^  as  was  the  Zollyerein  before  the  first 
Gbeat  Exhibition. 

In  an  artistic  point  of  Tiew,  we  have 
already,  in  a  previons  paper,  animadverted 
on  the  comparative  taste,  or  want  of  taste, 
displayed  by  postal  designers ;  but,  not  being 
owls  enongh  to  think  our  own  bantlings  the 
prettiest,  we  will  not  again  so  xmpatriotically 
call  attention  to  deficiencies;  hoping  some 
day  to  congratulate  our  readers  on  a  penny 
postage  stamp  worthy  the  world-wide  fiune 
of  England. 

Our  ingenious  Grallic  neighbours,  with 
their  ready  appreciation  of  a  fashion  Ukely 
to  prevail,  have  designed  postage-stamp 
scarf-pins.  Last  summer  we  noticed  in  the 
Palais  Royal,  the  stamps  of  England,  Prussia, 
Russia,  France,  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  <Sbc., 
elegantly  enamelled  on  fine  gold,  and  per- 
fect fac-similes  of  the  originals,  but,  of 
course,  of  reduced  size ;  and,  in  a  window  of 
the  Rue  de  la  Paix,  we  counted  no  fewer 
than  thirteen  various  imitations. 

Here  we  could,  but  need  not,  expatiate  on 
the  scope  for  display  of  taste  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  specimens ;  for  a  much  abler  pen 
than  our  own  has  already  afforded  a  paper 
on  that  subject ;  but  the  prejudiced  opponents 
of  such  faaUadties  as  we  are  treating  upon, 
cannot  be  too  cogently  argued  with,  and  too 
deeply  impressed  i^t  the  habits  of  order, 
neatness,  industry,  patience,  and  research, 
requisite  for,  and  superinduced  by,  an 
earnest  collection  of  postage  stamps,  will, 
most  probably,  accompany  their  youthful 
possessor,  and  materially  accelerate  his 
career  in  after  life. 

^  Wha^8  the  use  of  them  ? '  has  been  the 
remark  of  many  an  individual,  in  wonder- 
ment at  the  trouble  bestowed  and  interest 
taken  in  our  own  collection ;  but  ftdl  oft  has 
a  palinody  been  sung, — ^for  no  fewer  than 
half-a-score  can  we  enumerate  who  have  been 
eventually  drawn  into  the  fascinating  vortex ; 
and  a  young  Mend  of  ours,  who  used  to 
ridicule  the  fancy,  and  who  has  since  twice 
visited  the  antipodes,  confessed  to  us,  a  few 


weeks  ago,  that  he  would  walk  tweniy  miles 
any  day,  to  obtain  a  good  postage  stamp ! 

THE  SYDNEY  STAMPS. 

BT  DB.   J.   B.   QBAT,  F.B.S.,   F.L.S.,   F.Z.S.,  ETC., 
OF  THE  BBITISH  MUSEUM. 

In  most  catalogues  the  Sydney  stamps  are 
regarded  as  one  type,  ofiering  three  different 
values  of  different  colours.  If  they  are  care- 
fully examined,  it  will  be  found  that  each 
value  present  a  very  different  ty})e,  each 
having  variations,  according  to  the  different 
issues. 

These  stamps  are  peculiar.  It  is  a  view  of 
the  sea  coast,  with  a  church  in  the  distance, 
and  a  group  of  figures  in  the  foreground, 
in  a  circle  surrounded  by  a  band  inscribed,  Sig* 
Nov.  Oamh,  Aust» ;  and  on  the  lower  part  of 
the  circular  disc,  under  the  view,  is  a  motto. 
This  motto  has  been  a  difficulty, — as  it  is 
rarely  to  be  seen  distinctly  on  the  stamps  as 
they  appear  in  our  collections.  Lacroix,  in 
his  catalogue,  gives  it  as.  Sic  fortis  curia  crevU^ 
which  it  certainly  is  not.  In  my  catalogue,  I 
read  it,  8ic  fortis  et  rudia  cr&vU^  which  is 
also  incorrect.  I  believe  it  is  a  line  of  a 
Latin  poet,  *  Sic  fortis  etrwriacrevU,* 

I.  In  the  red  one  penny  stamps  the  frames 
on  the  sides  are  double,  the  letters  sjfe  white, 
and  the  motto  is  in  two  lines,  and  the  span- 
dnls,  or  angle  between  the  circle  and  the 
oblong  frame,  are  granulated.  Of  this  I 
have  seen  three  variations. 

1.  Has  the  inner  frame  with  large  pale 
reticulations,  and  the  outer  frume  is 
formed  of  narrow  red  and  white  oblique 
bars. 

2.  The  inner  frame  of  smaller  reticula- 
tions, and  the  red  bars  of  the  outer  frume 
are  nearly  horizontal  and  wider.  Camb, 
in  the  inscription  begins  at  the  right- 
hand  angle  of  the  lef^  lower  spandriL 

3.  Like  2,  but  Oamb.  in  the  inscription 
begins  rather  above  the  middle  of  the 
left  lower  spandriL 

I  have  been  informed  there  is  a  stamp  of 
this  type  with  horizontal  lines  in  the  span- 
dril,  and  should  like  to  see  one,  if  it  occurs 
in  the  collection  of  any  reader.  It  shall  be 
faithfully  returned  if  desired. 

n.   The  blue  twopenny  stamps.   The  frame 
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cm  the  side  is  single  and  formed  of  obliqne 
engine-tnmed  spiral  lines.  The  motto  is  in 
three  lines,  the  letters  are  white.  Of  this 
type  I  have  seen  foor  varieties. 

1.  The  stamp  very  badly  executed;  the 
spandrils  white. 

2.  Like  No.  1,  but  the  spandrils  with 
distant  irregular  perpendicular  lines. 

8.     The    stamp   much   better    executed; 
spandrils  with  close  perpendicular  lines. 
4.     The  stamp   like  No.  3,  equally  well 
executed,  but  the  spandnls  are  shaded 
with  close  straight  and   waved    hori- 
zontal lines. 
m.  The  olive-green  threepenny  stamps  are 
like  the  blue  twopexmj  ones  in  many  respects. 
The  frame  is  single  and  the  motto  in  three 
lines,  but  the  letters  are  dark  on  a  pale  ground, 
and  the  side  frames  are  formed  of  engine- 
turned  transverse  oblong  lines. 

I  have  only  seen  one  kind  of  this  stamp, 
which  has  tne  spandril  shaded  with  close 
rather  waved  horizontal  lines,  but  I  have 
reason  to  believe  there  are  others,  and  shall 
be  glad  to  receive  imy  that  may  occur  to  any 
collector  of  'the  stamps,  to  be  examined. 

P.S. — ^In  a  note  ifrom  Major  Christie,  the 
postmaster  at  Sydney,  he  says  the  picture 
stamp  jp  the  first  stamp  that  was  used  in  the 
colony.  It  was  an  imitation  of  the  great 
seid  of  the  colony,  with  its  motto.  Sic  farUa 
etrtma  crevU,    They  are  no  longer  used. 

ADDENDA  TO  MOUNT   BROWN'S 
CATALOGUE  OP  POSTAGE  STAMPS, 

COHFBISINa  NOTES,  ADDITIONS,  AND  EMENDATIONS, 
BY  C.  W.  VINEB,  A.M.,  PH.D. 

3lntimra. 

Since  the  publication  of  Mr.  Brown's  work, 
the  anticipated  Id.  (of  which  an  engraving 
will  be  found  in  the  present  number  of  this 
magazine)  has  appeared. 

There  is  a  5  c.  lilac,  as  well  as  rose. 

COKPLEMENTABT  LABELS. 

We  regret  we  cannot  throw  any  light  on 
the  vexata  qumdio  of  these  stamps.      We 


were  told  of  one  being  seen  with  a  post- 
mark, and  we  find  they  are  attached  to  the 
sheet  of  the  Lombardy  series,  as  well  as  the 
Austrian.  The  blue  specimen  is  the  only 
one  noted  in  the  catalogue  as  perforated; 
but,  except  the  issue  of  1850,  we  have  never 
seen  them  otherwise. 

It  is  sing^ular  that  after  the  5  soldi  red  of 
the  new  issue  (larger  head  to  rieht)  appeared, 
the  black  of  the  older  series  (small  head  to 
left)  was  superseded  by  a  green  of  the  same 
sort  for  a  short  time ;  but  this,  as  will  be 
seen  in  the  appendix,  now  gives  place  to  the 
new  issue,  as  do  also  the  2, 10,  and  15  soldi 

UNPAID  LETTER  LABEL. 

This  stamp,  as  noticed  in  the  appendix, 
was  soon  followed  by  the  1  kr.  and  12  kr.  of 
similar  design. 

The  Id.  carmine  did  not  appear  till  1862. 
The  4d.  rose  (which  remains  unchanged)  and 
the  6d.  grey  came  out  in  1861. 

A  green  on  blue,  and  a  rose  on  white 
paper,  with  no  indication  of  value,  also  exist. 

Our  collection  contains  the  old  black  1  kr., 
post-marJcedy  of  two  evidently  different  im- 
pressions ;  the  figure  and  letters  in  one  being 
smaller  than  those  of  the  other.  We  have 
also  the  photographed  copy  alluded  to  in  the 
preface.  We  possess  also  a  S-kreuzer  black 
essay. 

UNPAID  LETTER  LABEL. 

This  stamp,  engraved  in  the  first  number, 
is  printed  in  black  on  white,  not  hhiSy  as  we 
remarked  before. 

Dr.  Gray  mentions  a  10  c.  grey,  with 
head  of  Leopold,  laurel-crowned,  as  a  trial 
stamp. 

We  have  just  obtained  for  our  own  col- 
lection an  accredited  essay  of  the  series  of 
1849,  20  c,  black  on  yellow.  It  came  firom 
Bruges,  where  a  very  few  of  them  were  dis- 
cov^*ed  among  some  old  papers  in  a  college. 
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In  another  paper  we  give  a  Blight  notice 
of  this  terra  incognita. 

Dr.  Gray,  with  his  nsnal  close  perceptive 
powers,  has  remarked  a  light  and  a  dark 
series  of  the  1861  stamps,  and  we  have 
noticed  the  same  difference  both  in  the  italic 
and  in  the  large  issues. 

Bremen, 

The  postmaster  of  Bremen  obliged  ns  with 
information  of  the  various  destinations  of 
these  stamps,  but  we  cannot  at  present  lay 
hands  on  his  letter.  Each  stamp  is  for  par- 
ticular countries.  The  green  is  employed  for 
England. 

We  possess  both  a  red  and  a  brown  of  the 
1854,  and  a  light  and  a  dark  brown  1  c.  of 
the  1860  issues ;  the  2  c.  is  vermillion,  not 
rod,  and  there  are  a  light  and  a  dark-green 
24  c.    A  black  1  c.  appeared  also  in  1862. 

NEWSPAPER  LABELS. 

The  patterns  squaring  the  stamps  are 
various.  We  have  two  sorts  of  2  c,  and 
there  is  a  1  c.  on  rose-coloured  paper. 

In  the  preceding  number  we  noted  the 
addition  of  the  \  gr.,  5  pf.,  black,  on  green 
paper. 

We  own  a  4  ps.  blue  of  the  old  (steam- 
ship) series. 

The  new  1  p.  is  rose-coloured. 

The  1-real,  M.  C,  from  Corrientes,  a  pro- 
vince of  La  Plata,  and  which  has  now  passed 
into  our  possession,  is  almost  unique.  A  few 
weeks  since  a  second,  vahie  not  specified,  made 
its  appearance.  This  latter  may  prove  to  be 
an  essay,  and  our  stamp  genuine. 

Canada  Packet  Postage,  12\  c,  blue. 

We  understand  the  wood-block  varieties 
were  printed  in  the  colony,  during  a  defi- 
ciency of  the  usually-employed  stamps,  the 


ship  bringing  them  from  England  having 
been  delayed  on  her  voyage.  Except  the  Id. 
rose-coloured  (not  red),  they  are  rare ;  the 
Id.  blue,  and  4d.  rose-coloured,  particular^ 
so. 

With  the  exception  of  the  lOd.  and  Is.  9d., 
which  would  seem  to  be  going  out  of  use, 
the  stamps  of  Ceylon  are  now  perforated. 

There  is  a  brown,  as  well  as  a  red  5  c.,  on 
white  paper. 

BONO  KONO. 

2  c,  brown ;  8  c,  buff;  12  c,  blue ;  18  c, 
lilac;  24  c,  green;  48  c,  rose;  96  c,  black. 

Confeieratt  states  of  ^merira. 

IfOBILE. 

This  stamp  is  not  rose,  but  blue  on  white. 

Spme  of  the  Continental  catalogues  men- 
tion an  obsolete  Danish  stamp,  and  a  friend 
of  ours  saw  a  very  curious  one  in  an  old 
collection  some  years  ago.  It  may  have 
been  an  essay  or  a  forgery. 

The  Mercury's  head  essay  is  IJ,  not  1^ 
sch.  c.  There  are  two  quite  distinct  im- 
pressions, both  of  this  and  the  kingVhead 
essays. 

(To  he  continued.) 

REVIEWS  OP  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

A  Hand  Catalogue  of  Postage  Stamps,  for  the 
use  of  Collectors.  Second  edition,  revised 
and  enlarged.  By  Johk  Edward  Gray 
Ph.  D.,  F.R.S.,  P.L.S.,  F.Z.S.,  Ac.,  of 
the  British  Museum.  London  :  Robert 
Hardwicke. 

The  value  of  the  work  is  very  considerably 
increased  by  the  addition  of  the  colours  to 
each  stamp,  and  other  emendations  and  im- 
provements. This  edition  may  also  be  pur- 
chased elegantly  boxmd  in  roan  gilt,  with 
gilt  ec^s,  and  doubly  interleaved  with  good 
paper  for  making  notes  and  additions,  or  for 
the  purpose  of  being  used  as  a  portable 
album.     We  understand  the  author  has  a 
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third  edition  in  preparation,  with  a  snpple- 
ment  including  the  numerous  and  interesting 
local  Americans,  and  other  generallj-acknow- 
ledged  stamps. 

Manuel  de  Moens,    Third  edition.     Brussels : 
J.  6.  Moens. 

Tras  edition  contains  a  supplement  with  very 
numerous  additions,  hoth  of  stamps  lately 
issued,  and  of  others  unnoticed  in  his  former 
editions.  Mr.  Moens  still  persists  in  retain- 
ing the  mythical  Newfoundland  hal^nny, 
and  in  noting  six  of  that  colony's  stamps  as 
having  been  recently  changed  in  colour, 
having  probably  copied  the  same  error  in 
Mount  ferown's  Catalogue;  whereas  three 
only,  the  4d.,  6d.,  and  Is.,  are  now  lake 
instead  of  vermillion.  The  anecdote  in  his 
preface  relative  to  the  traveller,  the  postman, 
and  the  maid  of  the  inn,  is  correct,  if  we 
substitute  the  name  of  Samuel  Taylor  Cole- 
ridge for  that  of  Rowland  HilL 

Leisure  Hour.  No.  579.  London :  Religious 
Tract  Society. 

This  useful  and  deservedly-popular  publica- 
tion contains  a  well-written  paper  on  postage 
stamps,  by  Mr.  Henry  Whymper;  and  a 
page  of  engravings  so  well  executed  by  his 
fftther,  that  we  have  commissioned  hun  to 
engrave  for  us  in  the  present  and  ftiture 
numbers. 

Postuge  Stamp  Alhvm  and  Catalogue,  By 
Edward  A.  Oppen.  London  :  Benjanun 
Blake. 

Had  the  compiler  of  this  album  employed  a 
competent  person  to  revise  it,  the  pubhcation 
would  have  been  really  vfduable,  as  it  is 
clearly  printed  on  good  paper,  and  wears  a 
handsome  appearance ;  but  such  mis-spelled 
words  as  Pa/rmenti^  Modonensiy  corale^  Paror^ 
quay^  for,  Parmensi,  Modonesi,  locale,  and 
Paraguay,  detract  somewhat  from  its  excel- 
lence. The  omission  of  Antigua  is  a  great 
oversight.  The  cmrent  stamp  for  Algeria, 
and  the  French  West-Lidian 
colonies,  of  which  we  give  an 
engraving,  is  called  ihe  former 
itsuBj  and  the  dufifers  made  by 
soctking  10  c.  and  20  c.  French 
Empire  in  some  Hquid,  figure 
here,  as  in  other  catalogues,  as  the  present 


issue.  The  5d.  Newfoundland  is  called  violet, 
and  the  Id.  one,  brown,  though  both  are  exactly 
of  the  same  colour ;  and  the  2d.  and  8d.  New- 
foundland are  misrepresented  as  being  crim- 
son. The  insertion,  in  most  cases,  of  the 
date  of  the  introduction  of  stamps  into  each 
country,  and  the  historic,  geographic,  and 
numismatic  information  difiused  throughout 
the  volume,  are,  however,  sufficient  to  coun- 
terpoise more  shortcomings  than  we  can 
discover. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 
To  th$  Editor  of  ths  *  Stamp  Collbotoe's  Haoazine.' 

Snt, — Among  the  -coiioiiB  facts  elicited  by  Che  ool- 
lectinff  of  postage  stamps,  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the 
French  stamps  with  the  President  s  head  were  first 
issued,  or  at  least  were  first  in  general  use,  in  September, 
1862,  only  three  months  before  the  *coun  d'  6tat'  or 
December  in  that  year.  Again,  only  two  of  the  stamps, 
out  of  six  then  in  use  in  France,  were  changed,  vis.,  wo 
10  c,  circulating  in  Paris  and  other  great  towns,  and 
the  25  0.,  used  between  Paris  and  the  departments. 
Is  it  an  unndr  inference,  that  the  present  emperor  then 
already  meditated  a  revolution  {for  his  four  years  of 
oflBce  as  President  were  just  espirinff),  and  wished  to 
accustom  the  French  nation  to  the  sight  of  his  portrait 
as  the  head  of  afikirs  ?  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  stating 
that  the  effigy  of  Louis  Napoleon  on  these  stamps  at 
President  is  identical  with  that  on  the  stamps  of  the 
French  Empire.  'Coming  events  east  their  shadows 
before  them. 

I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  the  writer  in  your 
Magazine  for  February,  who  gives  the  palm  of  beauty 
among  adhesive  stamps  to  the  present  Nova  Scotiaa 
series.  I  am  sorry  to  add  toat  not  to  our  own 
engravers,  but  to  our  trans-atlantic  cousins^  is  this  praise 
due ;  for  these  stamps  were  engraved  in  New  York,  and 
were  exhibited  by  tne  American  Bank-note  Company, 
along  with  many  of  their  bank-notes,  in  a  large  frame, 
in  the  American  comer  of  the  International  Euibition, 
where  probably  verv  few  saw  them.  The  Canada  |d. 
also  formed  part  of  me  same  display. 

A  word  as  to  some  spurious  stamps.  I  believe  that  I 
possess  the  only  known  genuine  Zurich  4  and  6-rapi>eii 
stamps  of  1843.  They  are  essays,  I  am  nearly  certain, 
and  therefore  are  not  the  first  stamps  used  out  ox 
England.  As  far  as  I  know,  the  earlier  Finland  10  and 
20-kop.  stamps  are  some  of  the  first,  if  not  the  first, 
issued  by  any  other  country  than  our  own ;  at  all  events 
they  were,  diteontinued  in  1850.  These  1843  Zurich 
stamps,  theuj  were  shown  by  me  to  Mr.  Brown,  who 

5 laced  them  in  his  list,  but  without  a  very  particular 
escription ;  which,  I  regret  to  say,  has  enabled  those 
mercenary  Swiss  {^ point  d*  arpent/point  de  Suisse')  to 
make  several  sorts  of  counterfeit  1843Zurichs ;  not  know- 
ing, however,  where  to  place  the  date,  some  have  put  the 
figures  18  4  3  at  the  four  comers,  and  others  at  the 
two  lower  anglo^  thus, — 18  43.  All  that  I  have  seen 
of  these  '  soi  disant '  1843  Zurich  stamps,  have  been 
copied  in  other  respects  from  the  later  issues,  and 
are    all  equally   spurious.      My   copies  were  given 
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by  the  pottmafter  of  Zurich,  tom$  ynur*  tmee^  to 
the  Mend  of  a  Denonal  friend  of  mine,  then  resident  in 
Switzerland  ;tney  were  the  only  ones  the  postmaster 
had  left.  The  word  *  Zurich'  is  absent  from  these 
stamps,  but  they  have  a  gmtiral  resemblance  to  the  later 
4  ana  6-rappen  stamps. 

Touching  that  very  rare  stamp,  the  h  tomese  *  arms ' 
of  Naples,  and  also  the  ^  tomese  with  cross  of  Savof, 
it  is  to  be  noted  that  Che  former  is  eyidently  the 
identical  I'gnntL  Bourbon  stamp,  with  the  G  changed 
into  a  T.  The  Proyisional  Govemment  of  Kaples, 
beinff,  perhaps^  anxious  at  one$  to  giro  som^  ocular 
proof  of  their  being  in  possession  of  the  post, 
changed  the  colour  to  &/m«;  but  why  they  in  such  a 
hurry  issued  a  coin  and  stamp  of  a  different  denomina- 
tion I  know  not  The  \  tomese  with  cit>ss  of  Saroy  is, 
again,  the  8am$  die  with  the  centre  erased  (a  process 
well  known  to  engravers),  and  the  cross  engraTed  over 
it ;  the  dee]>er  pi^  of  the  older  stamp  appear  on  most 
genuine  copies. 

I  will  wind  up  this  rambling  letter  with  the  mention 
of  some  new  stamps,  which  I  had  not  heard  of  until  I 
received  them  from  the  Federal  States,  about  three 
weeks  since,  nor  have  I  yet  met  with  them  elsewhere. 
I  believe  them  to  be  Government  stamps,  and  intended 
to  supersede  all  the  local  j^Mts.  They  are  rectangular  and 
perforated,  with  head  of  Washington  in  an  oval;  at  top, 
XT.  8,  Inter,  Bee,  (Internal  Revenue  ?);  at  bottom, 
£xpreee ;  and  on  the  two  sides,  one  eent^  and  tvfo  eente. 
The  1  cent  is  brick  red;  the  2-cent  stamp  I  have  in 
orange  and  in  blue. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  from^  Nicar- 
agua the  two  kinds  of  stamps  used  there  (in  the  interior, 
but  not  at  Grey  town),  vi«.,  the  2  centavos  and  6  oen- 
tavos ;  the  former  is  printed  in  blue,  the  latter  in  black. 

I  remain,  yours  ooediently, 

JW.,  1863.  W.  fl.  H.,  Jun. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

G.  D.  J.,  Lowndes  Square.— The  1  Jd.  English  essay  is 
correctly  described  in  Dr.  Gray's  Catalogue,  as  is  also 
the  envelope  stamp  bearing  the  same  value. 

A.  B.,  Crow  Hall.— The  stamps  you  forwarded,  1,  2, 
and  3  florins  in  value,  are  Austrian  bill-stamps. 

J.  S.,  Birmingham.— The  higher-priced  English  enve- 
lopes can  be  procured  ftt)m  Somerset  House,  at  the  cost 
oftheir  intrinsic  value,  the  usual  fee,  the  proper  paper, 
a  great  waste  of  time,  much  trouble,  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  patience.  ,      ^  ,    , 

The  \\i  essay  (alluded  to  above)  can  only  be  pur- 
chased, and  that  very  rarely,  when  a  collection  is  broken 

up  for  sale.  ,.     ,      .v  *     # 

It  would  not  be  right  to  divulge  the  components  of 

any  preparation  calculated  to  obliterate  the  defacing 

marks  on  stamps.  .     «  .^,  •    /,  ,      v 

There  are  no  2d.  or  Jd.  stamps  for  British  Columbia. 
They  are  a  myth  of  the  continental  collectors,  like  the 

yellow  Nova  Scotia,  &c.        .™    ,,    ^    «.  ,  , 

C  B  Plowbioht,  North  Wooton.— The  black  official 
V.  B.  is  the  rarest  of  the  English  stamps  that  have  been 
circulated.    There  are  a  few,  but  very  few,  in  collectors 
albums. 

H  H.  fl.  Hutchinson,  Brooklands,  TTppingham.— 
The 'stomp  you  allude  to  emanated  from  a  Glasgow  firm 
wishing  to^introduce  an  «?i^«»^,«^ P^*^! J?f 
distributing  circulars  promulgating  t¥",^JJtL.!f  P'SSj! 
ed  with  oSe  of  those  prettay-imagined . effig^T^« 
Sydney  stamps,  so  called  from  bearing  a  view  of  Sydney, 


are  known  also  under  the  name  of  'Gold  Diggings.' 
They  have  been  long  disused.  A  fall  account  of  them  ii 
given  elsewhere  by  an  able  hand. 

X.  Y.  Z.,  Manchester.— Tour  query  is  answered 
above. 

Nestob,  Dublin. — Search-  among  your  hundreds  of 
black  penny  postage  stamps  for  the  Y.  B.  offioiaL  A 
dozen  of  them  would  be  worth  more  than  all  the  rest. 

R.  CowLBT  Squibb,  Dover. — ^We  should  imagine 
parties  kno%tnngly  selling  forreries  would  be  indictable 
in  the  county  court ;  but  we  fear  it  would  be  difficult  to 
prove  a  guiltjr  knowledge.  We  think  the  names  of  sudi 
postal  swindlers  ought  to  be  published. 

A  CoBRBSPONDENT  scuds  a  Stamp,  black  on  Uue 
paper ;  ang;els  supporting  a  shield  ;  Hjunburr  Boten,  the 
superscription ;  but,  no  value  being  specific  on  it,  the 
stamp  may  probably  be  a  mere  parcel  label. 

P.  S.  D.^  Brighton.— The  dated 
Spanish  official,  of  which  we  give  an 
engraving,  is  a  fac-siroile  of  the  poet- 
age  label  of  the  same  year,  but  printed 
on  coloured  paper,  and  specifying  the 
iceight  allowed  by,  not  Uie  value  of, 
the  stamp. 

P.     W.    Tbackwbll,     Guernsey, 
wishes  to  know  the  value  of  a  Van- 
couver's Island,   and   a   Yenetuelan 
stamp,  and  the  best  place  to  procure  them.    We  forward 
him  a  price-list  accordingly. 

W.  C,  Allen,  20,  Bootham,  York,  sends  a  drawing  «f 
*•  Lanston's  Paid  Pioneer  Express,'  received  on  a  letter 
{torn.  California.  ^  We  have  never  heard  of  it.  He  has  for- 
warded us  the  original,  which  we  will  engrave  in  our  next 
number,  that  oollectors  generally  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  inquiry.  In  reply  to  his  second  query,— ^pleis 
is  the  singular,  and  lepta  tne  plural,  of  the  Greek  coin, 
rather  lower  in  value  than  a  French  centime.  It  is  a 
pity  the  names  of  the  foreign  coins  are  not  more  oor- 
rectlyspelt  in  catalogues. 

F.  K.,  Worthing.- Your  query  about  the  Ooean  Postage 
stompis answered  above. 

E.  W.  G.,  Torquay.— The  Pacific  Steam  Navigation 
Company's  stamps  are,  or  rather  were,  local,  and  used 
by  the  Company  exclusively.  We  say  tpere^  as  we 
understand  they  are  now  obsolete. 

A  SuBscRTBBR. — Commou  "Rnglifli  postage  stamps, 
defaced,  are  now  valueless. ' 

Plymouth  Post.— The  8  kreuzer,  dark  blue,  is  the 
only  Thum  and  Taxis  stomp  of  any  rarity.  The  ran- 
eties  are  all  noted  in  Brown  s  Catalogue. 

^*^  Abvertibembnts  for  insertion  in  the  Stamp 
CoLLBCio&'s  Maoazinb,  should  reach  the  Office. 
13,  George  Street,  Bath,  not  later  than  the  lOth  ox 
the  month. 


Kioaragoan  Stamp.— Will  be  ready  in  a 

Week.  A  beantiAil  proof  of  the  Nicaraguan  Stamp  (equal  to 
the  original)  will  be  sent  for  18  postage  stamps.  Only  76 
proofft  of  this  will  be  taken,  each  proof  mil  be  numbexwl,  and 
then  the  blo<^  burnt.  An  early  application  is  really  neces- 
sary, S6  Copiee  befajg  already  sold.  Address,  Nioa&aqua. 
80,  Canterbury  Plaoe^  Lambeth  Boad,  S. 

Colleotors  sending  Duplicate  Stamps  to 

B.  Pegg.  11,  Holies  Street,  Dublin.  wOl  reoelve  the  Talae  by 
return  of  post    Stamps  exchanged. 

Stamp  andOo^6,Raperra  Street^Ifewport 

(Hon.X  Dealers  In  Foredgn  Postage  Stomps,  and  Oommiaaloa 
Agents.    Send  stamped  envelope  fbr  List. 
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Foreign  and  Colonial  Postage  Stamps.— 

A  groat  Tariety  <^  Foreign  and  other  Postase  Stamps  (aaod 
uid  unuMd)  oflbred  for  Bale,  at  low  prices,  oy  W.  LnrcoLH, 
iujL  (at  W.  8.  Lincoln  A  Son's),  463,  New  Oxford  Street. 
Loodop,  W.  C  Priced  list  sent  on  receipt  of  stamped 
entelope. 

D.   Me   Ck>rkindale9  70,  Qeorge   Sqtiare, 

OVueow,  will  send  his  February  list  of  600  Stamps,  on 
reee^  of  stamped  envelope. 

Mr.  J.  Hooper,  1,  Hanover  Court,  Milton 

street,  London,  E.  C.  Foreign  Postage  Stamps  bought,  sold, 
or  exchanged.  The  largest  stock  of  Foreign  Postage  Stamps, 
sod  the  cheapest  Dealer  in  London.  A  List  of  1000  varleuea 
sent  on  receipt  of  a  stamped  enTelope. 

li'.  Short  begs  to  thank  Collectors  fbr  the 

reonttion  the  former  editions  of  his  Shilling  Stamp  Album  has 
recnved,  and  informs  them  that  he  has  beax  compelled  to  raise 
its  price  to  Is.  3d.  Some  misunderstanding  having  arisen 
between  agents  and  purchasen  since  the  alteration  in  price,  N.  8. 
berrtiy  dedam  that  the  proper  price  of  his  Album  is  now  Is.  Sd. 

Wholesale  Dealers   in   Foreign  Postage 

stamps  should  at  once  procure  Fleet  A  Ja^uon's  List,  uie 
cheapest  Price  Ust  ever  issued,  by  enclosing  stamped  enve- 
lope to  O.  Flkkt.  Peckham,  Surrey.  N.&— Ciollections  of 
any  number  made  up  to  order,  olean  or  used.  Discount 
allowed  as  per  Price  list. 

Jaa.  J.  Woods,  Olive  Street  (late  Begent 

street)  Hartl^>ool,  Dealer  in  Postage  Stamps,  Wholesale  and 
BetaiL  List  sent  on  receipt  of  two  stamps.  Wanted  to 
purchase.  Colonial  ^amps  by  the  dosen. 

W.  A.  M.,  Box  C  8,   Foot  Office,   Man- 

dieeteir,  executes  all  commissions  in  buying  or  selling 
Fonign  Stamps.    Postage  paid  on  all  orders  over  Is. 

J.  Q.,  14,  Fhcebe  Anne  Street,  Everton, 

LKerpool,  can  supply  almost  erenr  variety  of  Foreign  Postage 
Stamps  on  Reasonable  Terms.  His  Stock  indudes  those  of 
WaDiuchia,  Newfoundland,  Venexuela,  Nevis,  Antigua,  Monte 
Vkko,  Choi,  Buenos  Ayres,  Liberia.  United  States  (Enve- 
lopes and  LocaI>  Ac.,  Ac  Price  list  sent  on  receipt  of  a 
•tamped-directed  envelope.  J.  Q.  also  buys  very  Bare 
Stamps. 

Postage    Stamps. — Several  Hundreds  of 

Uie  above  for  Sale  at  greatly  Beduced  Prices  :— Beigedorf  ^  s., 
Sd. ;  Lubeck  ^  s.,  8<C ;  Mecklenburg  \  s.,  2d. ;  and  numerous 
otbera,  at  equally  low  prices.  Printed  List  on  receipt  of 
itamp.    Address,  A.  B.,  7,  Charles  Street,  Yoric 

Every  Stamp  Collector  should   purchase 

Short's  1&  Sd.  Album.  Post  free  Is.  5d.  N.  Shobt,  Qreen 
Hm,  Grantham. 

Gtoorge  Bolton,  16,   Spring  Street,  Hull, 

wishes  to  buy  several  Collections,  containing  from  300  to  600 
Jrtampeeacbu 

Any  one  requiring  Bare  or  other  Stamps 

mar  he  supplied,  by  addresshig  (prepaid)  to  B.  P.  M.,  8,  Nor- 
hH  Places  Norfolk  Street,  Beveriy  Boad,  Hull. 

Mr.  William  Cooke,  Dover,  on  receipt  of 

■tsmp^  wiU  forward  some  Stamps  for  iniq[)ection.  He  has 
ifiOO  dnpHcatesw    Stamps  Bought 

Foreign  Postage  Stamps.  —  Upwards  of 

too  varieties  for  Sale,  including  the  most  Bare  and  Obsolete 
finds.   Send  2  stamps  for  UiS,  to  T.  Z.,  Moorgate,  Bother- 
sToriMhlrs. 


Btainpa,~Bobert  Harley,   14,  Olouoester 

street,  Glasgow,  sends  his  March  List  of  npwaixls  of  600 
^vietki^  on  zeodpt  of  stamped-directed  envelope. 


Albums,  Is.  8d.;    the  Best  of  the  kind 

published.    N.  Shobt,  Oreen  Hill,  Grantham. 

Stamps !  Stami>s  !  Stamps  I^H.  Hutchin- 
son, Brooklands,  Uppingham,  has  large  niunbers  of  Bare 
stamps  (several  hundreda  unobllteratedj  for  Sale.  Nevis  and 
Antigua,  from  9d. ;  Ionian  Islands^  from  4d. 

H  O.  Smith,  44,  Rumford  Street,  Man- 
chester, can  obtain  all  kinds  of  Stamps  and  CoLusl  Lists  on 
receipt  of  stamped  envelope. 

The  '  TSle  plus  Ultra  *  of  Cheapness.— Poet- 

2[e  stamps  supplied  by  Yicro*,  80,  Big^  Street,  Dover, 
ent»  at  mere  nominal  prices. 

Stamps.-— C.  T.  B.  has  Just  got  a  Fresh 

stock  of  Bare  Stamps,  and  vrill  sell  them  at  greatly  reduced 
prices.  Send  list  of  Stamps  wanted,  and  a  stamped  envelope, 
to  a  T.  E.,  163,  Cheapaide,  E.  a    N.B.— Collections  made  up. 

Fifty  Agents  in  the  United  Kingdom  sell 

Shovt's  Is.  8a.  Album. 

Send  Two  Stamps  to  John  M.  Iiennard, 

Jun.,  Middlesbro'-on-Tees,  for  his  new  List  (fourth  edition). 
He  has  a  large  quantibr  of  the  following : — China,  Cmrlon, 
f^om  Id.  to  3s.,  UMd  and  unused ;  Old  Spuiish  Dated ;  Sidly, 
Naples^  Ceylon,  and  Mauritius  Envelopes,  Ac 

James  Shelton,  Qrimsby,  will  send  his 

List  of  600  Stamps,  on  receipt  of  two  stamps.  J.  S.  also  buys 
Stamps. 

C.  H.  Hill,  426,  Argyle  Street,  Qlasgow, 

sends  his  Price-lists  of  600  Bare  Stamps,  on  receipt  of  stamped 
envelope. 

The  Cheapest  House  in  Iiondon  is  the 

Universal  Stamp  Depot,  24,  Bow  Street^  Covent  Garden,  W.  C. 
ITntised  Continental,  from  Id. 



W.  Toung,  1,  Kent  Street,  Qlasgow,  has 

for  Sale  a  great  many  Stamps.  Ionian  Ldands.  Yellow,  4d. : 
Blue,  6d. ;  Set  of  Three,  Is.  8d. ;  H.  Scheerenbeck's  Local 
Hambuxg  Stamps,  Is.  4d.  per  Set  of  Ten ;  lAibeck  and  BcTge- 
dorf,  Is.  4d.  per  Set;  Mecklenburg,  |sch..  Id.  each;  Beige- 
dorf,  Hamburg,  Lubeck,  ^  sch. ;  Denmark,  2  sk. ;  France.  2c: 
<3«rraany,  i,  |  gr. ;  Hanover,  8  pt ;  Malta,  (d.,  9d.,  each.  Ml 
these  are  urnuA  List  sent,  en  receipt  of  stamp  for  postage. 
W.  T.  also  buys  Stamps. 

•  "EbMdo  Capito,'  148,  Howard  Place,  Hau- 
ler, Sta^rdshire,  have  a  large  quantity  of  Foreign  Stamps, 
which  they  are  prepared  to  sell  at  remarlcably  cheap  prices, 
induding  Bavaria,  Hambuiig,  Saxony,  Italy,  Hanover,  Malta, 
India,  Bremen,  Bussia,  Ac  Enclose  stamped  envcJope  for 
printed  list. 

Two  Hundred  Foreign  Stamps  fbr  Sale. 

AUdifforeat.  Enclose  two  stamps  for  particulars  to  *Fkbd,' 
Bute  Dock  Post  OfSoe,  OardilC 

Maarvel  of*  Cheapness  !     Short's  Is.  dd. 

Album.    Post  free^  Is.  6d.    N.  Shobt,  Green  HiU,  Grantham. 

Foreign  Fostaee  Stamps.^Send  a  stamped 

envelope  for  a  List  of  the  above  to  J.  Pabksb,  Box  68,  Post 
Office,  HartlepooL 

Jackson  and  Barker,  77,  Canning  Street, 

Liverpool,  and  St  Stephen's  Bead,  Norwich,  ean  snpi^y,  in 
any  quantity,  the  following  and  many  other  scarcer  Stainps :— > 
Nevis,  Antigua.  Bahamas,  Venesoela,  British  Columbia,  Ac 
Stamped  envelope  to  aoeompany  eveiy  communication. 
Agents  for  Continental  Dealers. 
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Ketyit    ^rcftnA  -  Oatalocae  -  of  Brltdob. 

ColoDlaL  and  Fcu4iaii .  Pottiga  BUuups.  Tblitl  EiHUoo. 
Piloe  lJ.1  Past  frea,  St.  Id.  loterland,  uhI  BdudcI  to 
Vonwco  ClDth,  t*: ;  f  wt  fr»,  1*.  %i. 

icount  Brown's  Poatsge-Stainp  or  CroBt 

Album, -Bulod  la  1700  DiTUaDi.  on  Bat  White  Dmwlug 
Papsr,  uid  Hsir-bDnnd.  Plica  )■  M.  ;  P«t  trot.  Sa.  IK 
ClHa|iatd«  lundon.  uid  all  Suttonen  iu>d  Bookaallen. 
Prioe  LM  of  Unuaed  Poataga  BUmpa  on  rtoalpt  ol  a  (tamped 


raal< 


Otottn  and  Used  Foreign  Footage  Stampa. 

— ' —  tDdCoOiKtan  ahould  at  ouoa  appl;  for  the  etaeauHt 
StHmpa  aent  do  ■pprobMioD.    Col- 


PriM  liat _^, „. 

lactiona  of  an;  oumbar  nuda  up  to  order,  of 
BtuDps.  All  SUmpeaeDtnsxtpoHloorderrecalTod.  Ionian 
Idta,  la.  4d.  par  Bat :  Luxambouig  new  1  c,  8d.  per  dotm  ; 
French  neirSc.,  lOd.  par  doaan.  Addna^  Mr.  O.  Pucr, 
Peck  ham,  Siirreif. 


'W.  Diamond,  Dealer  in  Foatage  Stamps 

dnce  JiuHv  ^^^  ^**  ^  ^^Q  Dearly  every  known  ataiDn; 
nuya  and  Bella  Colleotlona;  Eichangw  mjarrr  KtAmpa;  b1» 
pixrchaaea  the  avno.    Any  one  having  «iich  U>  diijtnH  of  nre 

bourne  Omre,  London,  %    Copy  the  addroM.  and  Hud  it  to 

EmrMand^  or,  whatttb  ' ^  --      -    ■ 
nfulartr  the  Slaiia  CM 


All  Unds'of  Bare  and  Old  Foreign  Fost- 

K-  Staionij  aniDDgst  which  are  St  Luda,  li^evl^  Pony 
xea,  Coufedarata  States,  IjxbI  AmerlCBn,  imd  Oroek. 
Unsly  orinHta.  Fronch  Colonlea,  I  c,  fie.  andlDc,  Sd. 
eaii.  andtOt.  Bd. ;  Ionian  Isluida.  la.  8d.  per  Sot  ofTnroe; 
■11  clau.  Addreaa.  Mr.  P.  B.  Uii.ua,  1S6,  Queen'i  Roma, 
DalatoD,  London.  V.  R.  N.B,— Frin  ;iilit  forwarded  on 
ncdpt  ofitampad-iUmDted  enielopa. 


,  _.,  ._„„ ,-_  —  -  jrc^  Postage  Stunpa 

«ui  i^w«,  i^jToprMng  HVfral  hnn^red  varletlea.     A  very  lar^ 
uid  enllMty  new  Prioo  IJhi  forwarded  on  rtcnlpt  of  two 

ment  of  daaa  Btampi  now  out  of  uao.    An  ear^  appUcMlon 
la  mquaated. 


ZS 


'Forged  Stamps  ;  How  to  Deteot  them.' 

By  notiflon  Lewea  and  Edward  Pembortoo.  Containlnif 
■scuraCo  auonnta  and  deaotipUoDI  of  all  Foriniisa.  Po^ 
fre«,  la.  Id.  All  order*  Co  be  aant  to  E.  FiKmroii,  BaaufOrt 
Bofld,  E4ghB>tDn,  Blnnlngfaani.    Kwrly  ready. 

Oppen'B  FosUKe-Stamp  Album  and  Cata- 

Innie  of  Biltleh  lUId'/o^lan  Poatiwo  Stnmpi.     Containing 
7ln(toTnmloTitoBrW»Oitf«>UM!or.>wtlhiiPmi  Aowunl 


Aitbur  O'Leary'e  Stamp  Oalop.— The  most 

SuccewfU  Galop  of  the  Beoaon.  and  nightly  onairHl,  The 
Tltls-pw*  li  baautlflllly  embelllahed.  In  Colouie,  with  Poatage 
■tamna  of  Ftnalgn  Hatlont.  Sent  freo  for  Twelve  Biampe. 
To  behad of >llBn*Io«eUera  and  of  Uie PubUahai^  Swia  4 


foTeSm  Fostaga  Stamps.— A  largtMmi 

of  the  above  Cor  Bala.  WHjrf  i  -Baham  nfc  Brul^j) 


Woods  and    Femberton,     Olive    Street, 

Hartlepool.  Dealan  tf>  ObtiliU  Poatage  Stampa.     Ust  of  «• 
Taiietlsa  ready  litor>lan;h,  poaC  free  for  Two  Htunpa.  , 


Btafibrd  Smith  and  Smith's  DeeorlptiTe 

PriceCatalogueof  taany  huDdmdvarietlnaf  BHtiih.  OilonbiL 

and  Foreign  Poalnge  Btampa.     llluKraled  ■ _ 

Bngravini^e  of  Itan  Stunpa.    Price  id. ;  poet  trvty  M, 
Ortally  Jjaliictet  jH^riK. 

Btafibrd    Smith   and   Smith's   Improved 

Adhedve  Ubali  for  Poalnge-SlAmp  Albuma.  Being  a  Set  ef 
upwarda  of  M  Titlee.  printed  Id  Blue  end  Ootd,  n^cb  Oiuap 
mental  Borden.  PuUtahed  at  la.  M.  The  renaloing  Beta 
now  ealUng  at  la.  Hch;  poat  Itat,  la.  Id.  Enteral  M 
StatloDen"  Hall. 


or  Foreign  atempe.  all  In  good  ooDdtCioa,  biany  beijig  tu>- 
oblltented.    Poet  free,  Da.  l± 

To  OollKfBn  of  UnMilrmlid  Fotlaal  Btaitji, 

BtaffoT^   Smith   and  '  Smith's    Two-and- 

Sliponny  Pukat  of  UuoblUentad  PuaUga  Stsmpi.  Cnntain- 
Ing  3U  vuTlwJe*  of  Colonial  and  Foreigo  ^t^mpa,  all  uuobU- 
teraled.    Poet  free,  2a.  7d.        '        .  * 

To  Colltdart  Iff  Amu.  Cn^  and-Uaiugramt. 

StaETonl    Smith    and    Smith's    Key 

BovBial  Hundred  VatietieerfA 


and  Smith's  Ona-Shil]ln|f 

unped  In  ColDun.     F«t  fnxv  I  ff  Id, 
The  Fondgn  Stamp  and  Crest  DepAt,  IS,  George  Btnet, 


AolTonl  SkWi  *  fiiMM,   I 


_  .     .  ._  ^6  /titaij,  t 
Vonln.. 

ataffiird  Smith  A  Hi 


U  no  rjdo  dagU  a%lori,  ncepmdo  it  pre 
Tun^i  botti  nan  Irpnati  dd  partt  dam  on 
^HiJTiml  SmM  a  aafU,  IS.  Otorgi  Si 


SBIpird  OnMh  it  BnOK    IS,  Omt^  Sivt,  SiM.    Bngbtnd, 


Btnmp  and  CtHt  Depdt,   13,  Oeorn    at 
whoae  can  aU  Qommualnllaoe  Ibl  Uie  B 
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MPOBTANT  TO  OUR  BEADEjta 
Wt  have  much  .pleasnve  in  infomiing  onr 
Beaders  that  airangemehts  are  being  made 
wWoh  will  enable  hb  tpyiVe  aicay  an 
naobliterated  Foreign  or  Culonial  postage 
Mmp  with  each  of  the  fRiQceeding  nnmbere 
°f  the  Btahf  Gollectos's  MAaizivE.  We 
btet  ttiat,  by  thus  angmenting  the  ralne  of 
tUs  periodical,  our  friends  will  do  all  thojr 

can  to  increase  its  circulation. 

Ve.a.  ApTU1.10e8.   Filoe  INaorpnioe.] 


A  TALE  OF  A  POSTAGE  STAMP. 
INTBODUCTION. 

PART   I. — TOASTED    CHEESE. 


A  WRITER  ehonid  not  be  otherwise  than  on 
the  most  familiar  terms  with  his  readers, 
and  therefore  I  do  not  mind  confcssiog  that 
although  I  really  think  no  small, — but  that 
expression  does  not  reach  the  mark  of  this 
refined  ago ; — I  mean  that  a  apeculativ^e 
IVicndofmlDe  (of  whom  more  anon)  of^n 
takes  the  liberty  of  telling  me  he  shoold 
think  it  an  excellent  inyoBtmont  of  spare 
capital,  to  purchase  mo  at  the  pnblic  voln- 
ation,  and  dispose  of  me  at  my  own.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  I  mnst  plead  giulty  to  aome 
small  share  of  human  weakness ;  and  one  of 
my  foibles  is — toasted  cheese. 

My  said  friend's  landlady  has  the  knack  of 
concocting  this  dainty  dish  in  exact  accord- 
ance with  mjr  palate,  and  I  frequently  drop 
in  npon  him  m  snffipient  time  before  snpper 
to  allow  of  the  requisite  preparations,— 
pretty  certain  of  the  dolical«  morsel  turning 
[Begiatered  for  TranamiBsioD  Abroad. 
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np  hot,  well  buttered,  peppered,  and  mtis- 
tM^ed  (oil  !  shade  of  Johnsoiri),  in  a  silver 
dish,  with  the  appropriate  representation  of 
a  monse-trap,  accnrately  modelled,  on  the 
top  of  the  cover  as  a  handle.  Although  my 
friend  is  the  least  bit  of  a  bore,  being  always 
taken  up  with  some  strange  hobby,  he  is  a 
good  fellow  in  the  main,  albeit  rather  given 
to  blurt  out  unpleasant  truths  in  all  uncon- 
sciousness. 

I  seldom  go  by  appointment,  but  not  long 
since  received  a  note  from  him  to  the  effect 
that,  having  just  had  a  present  of  the  richest 

toasting  cheese,   would  I ?      Would   I 

not !  I  stopped  to  read  no  more,  but  rushed 
out  of  the  house,  to  get  through  all  the  avo- 
cations of  the  day  as  speedily  as  possible, 
that  nothing  might  be  left  requiring  atten- 
tion in  the  evening,  as  I  thought  I  ought  to 
go  early,  and  afford  him  the  sunshine  of  a 
little  more  of  my  company  than  usual,  in 
return  for  his  hospitality. 

I  found  him,  as  I  had  expected,  busily 
occupied  with  his  last  mania,  the  collection 
of  postage  stamps.  Some  of  these  he  was 
carefully  arranging  in  an  album  ;  and  on  the 
names  and  colours  of  them,  and  the  trouble 
he  had  taken  to  obtain  some  of  them,  he 
expatiated  for  two  mortal  hours,  totally 
regardless  of  the  patent  fact  that  I  was 
gaping  three  times  a  minute,  widely  enough 
to  swallow  toasted  cheese,  silver  dish,  mouse- 
trap, and  all ;  too  intent  was  he  on  his  dar- 
ling stamps  to  look  at  me.  I  was  obUged  to 
listen  to  keep  myself  at  all  awake,  and, 
although  I  could  scarcely  comprehend  a 
word  of  the  soporific  lecture,  I  suppose  the 
words,  by  some  incomprehensible  process, 
made  an  impression  on  that  wonder  of  won- 
ders, the  brain ;  but, 

*  Come  what  may, 
No  night  80  long  that  never  leadB  to  day.* 

The  entry  of  the  servant  to  lay  the  cloth 
necessitated  the,  alas  !  temporary  with- 
drawal of  the  precious  tessersB,  lest  some  of 
the  provender  should  be  capsized  and  bring 
them  to  grief.  I  am  afraid,  if  such  a  con- 
summation had  taken  place,  I  should  have 
found  it  difficult  to  put  on  the  woe-begone 
countenance  adapted  for  the  requisite  con- 
dolence.    When  all  was  ready, 


'  Like  Homer^B  heroes  at  the  feast  we  sat, 
But  not  like  them,  who  wisely  left  the  chaty 
Till  fully  sated  with  the  lean  abd  fett;' 

for  my  companion  rattled  away  on  the  eter- 
nal topic.  *What  an  exquisite  colour!* 
taking  off  the  cover; — 'just  like  the  new 
Segna  Tassa  I  was  showing  you.*  I  cordially 
echoed  the  ejaculation, — it  was  a  rich  colour, 
though  without  comprehending  the  com- 
parison ;  of  course  it  was  some  confounded 
postage  stamp  he  meant.  '  Have  you  heard 
from  your  sister  yet  ?  *  She  had  just  sailed, 
no,  steamed  (I  like  to  be  correct),  to  join 
her  husband  in  India ;  and  I  was  thinking  it 
very  friendly  of  him  to  take  an  interest  in 
her  safe  amval,  especially  as  he  had  never 
set  eyes  on  her,  although  I  grudged  the  time 
it  took  to  make  the  expected  reply,  for 
toasted  cheese  ought  to  be  eaten  in  a  liquid 
state,  before  it  has  time  to  curdle ;  but  the 
secret  of  the  sympathy  soon  oozed  out. 
*  You  know  you  promised  to  ask  her  to  look 
out  for  the  red  half-anna  India  for  me.' 
Sinner  that  I  am,  I  had  totally  forgotten 
the  promise,  though  I  suppose  I  must  have 
made  it.  However,  I  adroitly  managed  to 
change  the  conversation  to  something  else. 
But, 

<  Though  I  called  anotlier,  Abra  came.* 

Like  Gate's  speeches,  which  always  ended 
with  a  denunciation  of  Carthage,  never  fell 
a  sentence  from  my  entertainer's  lips,  un- 
adorned with  a  postage  stamp.  After  a 
slight  lull,  I  was  bending  low  in  adoration  of 
a  second  supply,  '  all  hot.*  *  Do  you  know 
you  have  a  bald  place  in  your  head,  just  the 
size  of  an  old  Finland  envelope  stamp  ?  * 
Bather  too  personal ;  yet  I  managed  to  gulp 
it  down  with  a  delicious  mouthfol,  as  soft  as 
butter,  and  a  glass  of  first-rate  foaming 
bottled  stout.  *  Ah  !  that's  some  of  Barclay's 
best.  Sensible  people  they  are  at  Barclay's, 
they  collect  postage  stamps.'  I  prudently 
forbore  ignoring  the  sequitm.  *  The  X)attem 
of  your  waistcoat  reminds  me  of  the  reticu- 
lations on  the  old  Hanover  stamps.'  *  Your 
tie  is  just  the  colour  of  the  half-baj.  Roman.* 

Et  cetera,  and  so  forth,  usque  ad . 

Well,  the  banquet  over,  we  neared  the 
fire,  each  with  a  stiff  nightcap  by  way  of 
digestive.     Time  was  when  we  should  have   ' 
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wound  up  the  evening  with  a  nice  game  of 
crib,  fcarte,  or  even  double  dumby,  but  no 
chance  of  that  now.  J  think  the  black  and  red 
of  a  clean  pack  of  cards  worth  all  the  postage 
stamp  colours  in  the  world ; — chacun  a  son 
gout.  I  had  remarked  several  times  in  the 
course  of  the  evening  that  my  host  seemed 
on  the  point  of  saying  something,  and 
checked  himself^  as  if  uncertain  of  the  oppor- 
tunity. Out  it  came,  at  last,  with  a  ven- 
geance. *You  know,  my  dear  fellow,  you 
can  write  on  any  subject.'  I  think  the 
reader  will  perceive  I  have  no  mock  modesty, 
and  consequently  my  disclaimer  was  drawn 
very  mildly.  *  The  first  two  numbers  of  our 
magazine  have  sold  wonderfully,  and  the 
pablishers  want  a  tale  written  for  the  third 
number,  but  the  libei*al  introduction  of  post- 
age stamps  is  a  sine  qud  non^  and  I  was 
thinking  you  are  quite  the  man  we  want  to 
write  it' 

I  was  just  putting  the  glass  to  my  lips, 
when  the  cool  audacity  of  this  proposition 
tall^  so  in  with  the  hot  gin  and  water,  as 
to  cause  such  a  convulsive  start  that  the 
liquid  went  t^  wrong  way ;  and  much  was 
tiie  mopping  of  the  eyes,  and  many  friendly 
pats  on  the  back  were  needful  to  set  me  to 
rights  again.  *  My  good  little  man,'  rejoined 
I  (I  have  the  advantage  of  nearly  half  an 
inch  over  him),  *  what  can  you  be  thinking 
of?  I  know  no  more  of  postage  stamps 
than  a  torn  cat.'  *  Not  after  all  the  pains  I 
have  taken  to  explain  all  about  them  ? 
Ix)ok  here,  now.'  And  he  fetched  the 
blessed  album  from  the  other  end  of  the 
room,  where  I  had  fondly  hoped  (short- 
sighted mortal  !)  it  would  take  up  ite  rest- 
ing-place for  that  night  at  least;  and  for 
anodier  clock  hour  I  had  *  the  dose  repeated,' 
t31 1  was  fain  to  fairly  give  in  at  last,  and, 
Kke  the  man  who  married  a  wife  to  get  rid 
of  her,  pretend  a  sufficient  conception  of  my 
lesson,  and  agree  to  do  the  best  I  could  for 
the  *mag,'  as  he  called  it.  The  fact  was, 
I  was  setting  sleepy,  which  my  crafty  friend 
knew  full  well.  I  believe  nothing  but  sheer 
ridaice  would  have  ensured  my  exit  till 
In^akfast  time ;  so  pertinacious  is  he  with  an 
ohjectin  view. 


PABT    II. — THE   CONSEQUBNCBS. 

'The  ancient  Nox,  at  Indigestion's  call. 
Summons  a  lurid  courser  from  her  stall  : 
Then  on  the  panting  breast,  with  savage  force, 
Resistless  treads  thi^  phantom  female  horse.' 

*  Home  to  the  sylvan  shades  of  holy  John  '  I 
got  at  last,  a^r  a  four-mile  wa&,  having 
outstayed  the  last  omnibus,  and  not  choosing 
to  afford  myself  a  cab.  I  was  really  dead 
beat,  and  never  threw  myself  upon  my  bed 
with  greater  pleasure;  but  whether  I  had 
bustled  about  too  much  all  day,  or  indulged 
too  plentifully  in  the  toasted  cheese,  or  the 
last  glass  of  grog  was  too  strong,  or  the 
night  walk  too  long,  or,  which  was  more 
likely,  the  din  of  the  postage  stamps  had 
muddled  my  brain,  or  ^om  all  these  causes 
combined,  not  a  wink  of  sound,  refreshing, 
digestive  sleep  could  I  get  aU  night.  I  slept, 
it  is  true,  but  what  a  sleep  !  I  should  have 
stated  that  my  friend  had  trusted  me  with  a 
sheet  of  postage  stamps  of  different  coun- 
tries, to  assist  my  memory,  as  he  phrased  it, 
that  I  might  make  no  mistakes  in  the  sub- 
ject of  my  tale.  I  was  not  allowed  to  put 
these  in  my  pocket,  or  to  fold  the  sheet,  so 
had  to  carry  the  things  all  the  way  daintily 
in  my  hand.  Oh  !  how  strongly  I  was 
tempted  to  chuck  them  into  the  gutter ;  but 
I  bravely  resisted  the  evil  one,  and  laid  them 
down  carefully  on  my  table.  If  they  would 
only  have  stayed  there, — ^but  no  ! — all  the 
live-long  night  the  creatures  were  flitting 
around  my  head, — my  poor  aching  head  ! — 
sometimes  singly,  sometimes  in  clusters, 
dancing,  talking,  and  singing.  When  an 
uneasy  start  woke  me  up  from  this/ and  I 
dropped  off  again,  I  became  a  little  schoolboy, 
standing  up  to  repeat  a  lesson  I  knew 
nothing  about,  and  my  friend,  swollen  to  a 
gigantic  size,  and  flourishing  a  huge  whip, 
was  talking  me  blind. 

How  marvellous  are  the  workings  of  the 
brain !  how  wonderfully  that  more  than 
magical  faculty  *ignoi'es*  both  time  and 
space!' 

*  How  long  a  dream  the  busy  mind  conceives 
In  the  brief  fragment  of  a  broken  sleep  !  * 

In  the  midst  of  my  tossings  and  tum- 
blings recurred  to  me  the  experience  of  the 
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drowning  man,  quoted,  if  I  mistake  not,  by 
Aberorombie,  as  instancing  the  well-nigh 
incredible  power  of  concentrating  a  life's 
events  in  a  few  moments  of  time ;  and  the 
amusing  eastern  tale  of  the  sultan,  who,  dis- 
crediting the  legend,  related  to  him  by  a 
learned  and  pious  dervish,  about  Mohammed, 
who,  having  been  conducted  by  an  angel 
through  the  courts  of  heaven,  and  shown  all 
the  glories  of  paradise,  found,  to  his  great 
amazement,  on  being  re-transported  to  his 
chamber,  that  all  the  water  had  not  yet  run 
out  from  a  vessel  which  he  had  upset  in  his 
hurried  exit  with  the  angel.  The  story 
runs,  that  the  holy  moUah,  offering  to  give 
the  incredulous  sultan  undem'able  proof  of 
the  possibility  of  such  an  occurrence,  in  the 
presence  of  the  assembled  courtiers,  re- 
quested his  highness  to  plunge  into  a  large 
bath  of  water  which  he  had  ordered  to  be 
prepared.  No  sooner  had  the  sultan  done 
so,  than  he  found  himself,  to  his  great  amaze- 
ment and  indignation,  suddenly  transported 
to  the  sea  shore  of  a  region  perfectly  novel 
to  his  eyes.  To  condense  the  circumstances 
as  much  as  possible,  I  must  merely  add,  that 
he  found  his  way,  with  much  difficulty, 
through  a  barren  region  to  the  nearest  town, 
in  a  pitiable  condition,  afler  being  attacked 
and  stripped  almost  naked  by  some  robbers, 
for  the  sake  of  his  regal  robes ;  was  hospi- 
tably received  by  a  tradesman  of  the  place ; 
entered  into  his  service ;  eventually  married 
his  daughter ;  on  the  decease  of  the  old  man, 
succeeded  to  the  business;  but,  misfortune 
still  pursuing  him,  lost  his  wife  and  children 
by  the  plague ;  became  bankrupt ;  was  driven 
from  the  town  in  a  state  of  destitution ;  and, 
exactly  fourteen  years  after  he  had  quitted 
it,  reached  the  same  sea  shore ;  recognised  it ; 
in  a  transport  of  despair  threw  himself  into 
the  sea,  '  to  end  at  once  his  sorrows  and  his 
Hfe,'  and  instantaneously  found  himself  in 
the  midst  of  the  dervish  and  his  courtiers, 
who,  one  and  all,  solemnly  asseverated  that 
he  had  not  remained  under  water  but  one 
single  instant  ! 

In  such  wise,  each  hasty  snatch  of  sleep 
epitomised  the  events  of  months,  aye,  years  ; 
and  the  memories  of  the  past,  the  facts  and 
fancies  of  the  present,  occurrences  actual, 
but  long  forgotten,  and  things  that  had,  or 


might,  could,  would,  or  should  have  been,  in 
heterogeneous  jumble  offered  themselves 
before  my  busy  imagmation,  till  ever  and 
anon 

'Night's  leaden  couner 
pressed  on  mj  chest  with  such  redoubVd  force,' 

that  I  started,  woke,  and  turned ;  again  to 
dose, — sleep  it  might  not  be  called. 

How  I  anathematised  posts  and  postages, 
from  Cyrus,  the  inventor,  to  Palmer,  the  im- 
prover,  and  Rowland  Hill,  the  perfecter  and 
gener^iser.  The  only  post  I  cocdd  have 
welcomed  with  any  complacency  would  have 
been  a  pillar  one,  to  dash  my  head  against ; 
my  pillow,  although  a  lodging-house  article, 
not  being  quiie  hard  enough  for  the  purpose. 

'  It  is  a  long  lane  that  has  no  turning,'  and 
at  length,  like  the  previous  evening,  the 
night  came  to  an  end;  and,  following  my 
accustomed  doctrine  of  making  the  best  of 
everything,  I  tried  to  eliminate  from  the 
nocturnal  recollections,  matter  as  ground- 
work for  the  promised  tale,  which  lay  nearly 
as  dead  a  weight  upon  my  mind  as  the  night- 
mare itself  had  upon  my  body.  From  such  a 
hash  of  i^membt^ce,  vkion,  and  ima^nation 
as  could  only  have  been  induced  by  the  com- 
bined influences  of  agents  so  potent  as  post- 
age stamps,  indigestion,  incubus,  and  toasted 
cheese, 

'  Forth  springs,  like  Pallas  from  the  cloven  head 
Of  father  Jove,  omnipotent  and  dread/ 

THE   TALE  OF  A  POSTAGE   STAMP. 

In  honest  truth,  I  am  indebted  to  my  friend 
for  the  narrative  of  some  of  the  events 
attempted  to  be  pourtrayed,  who  can  talk 
sense  at  intervals,  albeit,  as  some  cooks 
flavour  everything  (you  may  see  I  am  a  bit 
of  a  gourmand)  with  garlic, — I  fiincy  they 
do  violence  to  their  feelings  by  withholding 
*  just  a  soup^on  *  from  fish,  tart,  pudding,  and 
jelly, — all  his  talk,  at  present,  is  interlarded 

with  the  ever-recurring you  must  sup- 

ply  the  gap ;  I  am  weary  of  the  words. 

When  the  tiresome  imps  were  dancing 
round  my  distracted  head,  and  with  voices 
like  the  tinkling  of  little  beUs  dinning  in  my 
ears,  some  of  them  (I  suppose  they  were  of 
the  adorable  sex)  seemed  to  out-talk  the 
rest,  and  make  themselves  heard  by  dint  of 
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sheer  pertinacity.  A  very  beautifnl  female 
head — goodness  knows  the  owner  of  it — 
chattered  away,  as  '  who  should  say,  stop  ! ' 
hat  the  one  whose  prattle  chiefly  attracted, 
and  whose  experiences  most  deeply  rivetted 
mv  attention,  I  found,  on  referring  to  the 
label  thoughtfully  affixed  by  my  friend,  mis- 
tniaiing  my  apprehension  of  his  pets'  names, 
bore  the  proud  designation  of  the  Cross  of 
Savoy. 

(To  he  continued,) 

ADDENDA  TO  MOUNT   BROWN'S 
CATALOGUE  OF  POSTAGE  STAMPS, 

COMPRISING  NOTES,  ADDITIONS,  AND  EMENDATIONS, 
BY  C.  W.  VINBB,  A.M.,  PH.D. 

BEPUBLIC. 

Thebe  are  three  distinct  colours  of  the  1-f. 
Republic  :  lake,  or  rather  brownish  red : 
carmine ;  and  dark  vermillion.  The  latter  is 
exceedingly  rare,  and  we  imagine  it  must 
have  been  the  earliest  issue,  as  the  cancelling 
mark  is  the  griddron,  not  the  dots  which  later 
stamps  have. 

The  20  c,  black,  has  two  varieties, — one 
printed  on  whiie,  the  other  on  tinted  paper ; 
and  the  25  c.  is  both  dark  and  light  blue, — 
the  former  bearing  the  earlier,  and  the  latter 
the  later  canceL 

PRESIDENCY. 

The  two  stamps  imder  this  head  both  show 
below  the  neck  a  very  minute  B,  the  initial 
of  Barre,  the  engraver's  name. 

EMPIRE. 

The  25  c,  blue,  which  is  also  both  light 
and  dark  in  shade,  was  in  use  seven  months 
only,  and  the  1  f.  little  more  than  a  year, 
being  superseded  by  the  20  c.  and  80  c. 
respectively.  The  2  c,  cafe  au  ladtj  described 
in  our  first  number,  is  to  be  added,  but  we 
understand  the  expected  4  c.  vnll  not  be 
issued.  Envelopes  have  been  made,  but  are 
not  yet  circulated.  They  are  very  like  those 
of  Canada,  which,  we  are  informed,  were 
taken  as  models.  The  French  stamps  are 
now  perforated  by  government,  A  private 
firm  used  to  adopt  this  useful  practice  for 


the  benefit  of  customers.  They  may  be 
easily  distinguished  from  those  now  in  use, 
by  the  comparatively  large  size  of  the 
punctures. 

ESSAYS. 

One  f ,  g^reen  (Empire  Franc.),  head  of 
Emperor.  The  essays  of  1858  must  have 
been  ordered  before  the  Empire  was  declared. 
They  are  most  exquisite  specimens  of  en- 
graving, and  wore  exhibited  in  the  French 
department  of  the  International  Exhibition. 
By  a  peculiar  process,  patented,  we  believe, 
by  the  engraver,  they  are  slightly  indented 
at  the  back,  which  ^ves  a  fulness  to  ihe 
portrait.  Besides  tnese  essays,  there  is 
another  issue  in  carmine,  blue,  and  other 
colours,  with  no  name,  date,  or  value,  but 
merely  the  head  of  Liberty.  The  curious 
essay  of  1862  was  pronoxmoed  too  trouble- 
some for  adoption. 

The  15  c.  d  percevoir,  noticed  in  the 
first  number,  must  be  added  to  the  list  of 
French  stamps. 

FRENCH  COLONIES. 

Our  letters  fi*om  the  French  West  Indies 
to  the  present  date,  say  that  the  20  c,  blue, 
and  80  c,  rose,  are  not  yet  issued.  The  10  c, 
orange,  and  20  c,  indigo,  of  many  catalogues, 
were  fictitious  stamps,  made  by  immersing 
the  stamps  of  the  empire  of  those  values  in 
somo  liquid.  There  is  an  essay  for  Cayenne, 
but  it  is  exceedingly  rare. 

NORTHERN   STATES. 

The  1  s.  gr.  of  the  earliest  issue  is  printed 
on  three  differently  coloured  papers, — grey, 
light  blue,  and  deep  blue. 

The  ^  s.  gr.,  orange ;  the  ^  s.  gr.,  green ; 
and  the  1  s.  gr.,  rose,  have  appeared  of  the 
anticipated  series  of  1862. 

SOUTHERN  STATES. 

For  the  3  kr.,  pale  lavender,  read  light  blue. 
The  1  kr.,  yellow,  of  the  1862  series,  is  not 
out. 

We  regret  the  meagreness  of  our  collection 
in  these  rare  stamps,  fourteen  only,  prevents 
our  annotating  on  what  is  so  well  explained 
in  Mr.  Brown's  book. 
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A  knowing  jonng  member  of  the  stamp- 
exchange  sold  us  very  cleverly,  by  offering 
to  dispose  of  a  government  stamp,  not  noticed 
in  Brown* 8  book^  which  had  been  in  circolation 
manv  years,  bnt  wonld  soon  be  ont  of  nse, 
for  the  moderate  sum  of  twopence.  Thinking 
to  get  something  choice,  we  made  the  re- 
qniridd  investment,  and  received  the  common 
Engb'sh  penny  Queen's  head.  On  reference 
to  the  catalogne,  we  found,  to  onr  great  sur- 
prise, no  indication  of  what  may  be  called 
the  present  representative  of  the  progenitor 
bf  postage  stamps. 

Most  collectors  and  all  catalogues  ignore 
the  existence  of  a  twopenny  black  English 
stamp.  Such  a  stamp  lies  before  us  in  our 
own  album,  and  we  have  seen  several  others. 
It  has  lines  above  and  below  the  head,  but 
niay  be  merely  an  essay. 

We  have  seen  the  sixpenny  octagon  stamp, 
greeny  like  the  shilling,  in  some  collections. 

The  ODC  penny,  with  letters  in  each  angle, 
is  not  yet  out. 

ESSAYS. 

There  appear  to  exist  many  not  hitherto 
described  in  any  catalogue.  We  possess  one 
we  cannot  identify  as  noticed  elsewhere. 

Large  oval  device,  in  white  relief  on  blue 
ground.  Engine-turned  border,  enclosing 
smaller  oval,  containing.  Post  office^  in  curved 
line,  rather  above  the  centre.  This  is  headed 
by  a  crown,  between  F.  B.  Underneath 
stands,  one  penny,  half  oz. 

There  is  a  series,  of  which  one  is  described 
in  Dr.  Gray's  hand-book, — queen's  head  to 
left  in  very  high  relief,  on  variously  coloured 
grounds ;  ovaJ-shaped,  with  engine-turned 
oval  fi-ame;  no  value  specified,  but  simply 
paid  on  the  upper  rim  of  the  border. 

Also,  an  embossed  stamp  for  envelope. 
Profile  of  queen,  in  embossed,  white-lined 
oval  firame,  with  flower  below,  in  a  second 
frame,  inscribed,  Postage,  One  Fenny,  halfoz., 
rose ;  Postage,  Twopence,  one  oz,,  blue.    1838. 

We  hope  to  give  an  engraving  of  one  of 
the  English  essays  in  our  next;  a  detailed 
description  of  a  very  rare  green  envelope; 
and  specify  some  varieties  of  those  already 
described. 

The  stamps  of  private  firms  are  recognised 


by  many  of  the  continental  collectors,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  totally  ignored  in 
catalogues  ;  and  cdthough,  of  course,  not 
admissible  in  an  cdbum  for  postage  stamps 
solely,  the  Custom  House  impressions  may 
be  adduced  as  models  of  beauty,  both  in 
variety  of  design,  and  artistic  exikon. 

Note. — Bj  an  error  in  our  last^  the  l-real 
M.  C.  Corrientes  was  wpended  to  the  notioe  of  the 
Buenoe  Ayree  stampa.  It  should  have  either  remained, 
as  in  Brown's  manual,  under  the  heading  of  the  Argen- 
tine Confederation,  or  obtained  the  dignity  of  a  sepa^ 
rate  paragraph — Corrientes  and  Buenos  Ayres  being 
both  provinces  of  that  anomalous  region. 

(To  he  continued.) 

POSTAL  CHIT.CHAT.— in. 

PARIS  'CHANGE  AND  CHANGERS. 

BY  H.  M.  EISENBEBQ,  OF  PABIS. 

It  may  possiblj  give  amusement  to  many 
readers  of  the  Stamp  CoUecior*s  Magasnne  to 
learn  a  little  of  the  buying,  selling,  and 
exchanging  postal  traffic  in  the  French 
metropolis ;  to  which  end  I  beg  to  contribute 
a  slight  sketch.  It  is  generally  known  that 
this  collecting  mania  had  a  much  earlier  ex- 
istence in  France  than  in  England,  though  for 
some  time  confined  to  a  few  rich  amateurs, 
till  its  ranks  have  been  successively  filled  by 
juveniles  of  both  sexes  en  pension^  whose 
attention  to  their  collection-books  during  the 
vacations,  attracted  first  the  notice  and  after- 
wards the  emulation  of  the  elder  branches  oi 
the  family. 

I  may  observe  that  the  prices  now  given 
for  specimens  are  very  far  below  what  were 
bestowed  two  or  three  years  ago;  almost 
fabulous  sums  of  money  having  been  paid  for 
stamps  which  can  now  be  obtained  for  twenty- 
five  or  fifty  centimes ;  and,  strange  to  say, 
most  of  the  English  colonial  stamps  actually 
sell  now  for  less  in  Paris  than  in  England. 

There  was  formerly  a  place  of  meeting  for 
exchanging  stamps  in  a  room  in  the  Boule- 
vart  Sebastopol,  which  has,  I  believe,  been 
given  up,  since  amateurs  have  taken  to 
assemble  in  the  Jardins  des  Tmlleries  for 
that  purpose.  There  was  a  moderate  traffic 
carried  on  on  Thursday  evenings,  especially 
in  the  gardens  of  the  Luxembourg,  but  it  is 
nearly  extinct.  In  the  former  place  of  meet- 
ing,   Sundays    and   Thursdays   attract    the 
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largest  crowd,  altbough  a  sprinkling  of  col- 
IdfAan  may  be  seen  most  fine  days.  Chance 
passers  are  often  drawn  to  the  gronps  of 
exchangers,  who  had,  perhaps,  never  given 
postage  stamps  a  thought  before,  but  who 
were  soon  inoculated  with  the  fiemcj,  and 
became  zealous  collectors.  I  am  myself 
acquainted  with  a  gentleman,  who,  walking 
near  the  crowd  of  people  one  Sunday  after- 
noon, with  his  wife  and  child,  stopped  a  few 
moments  to  gaze  at  the  (to  him)  incompre- 
hensible iehanges^  exclaiming,  at  the  same 
time,  *  QaeUe  hitise  !  *  Being  a  collector  my- 
self^ I  felt  rather  annoyed,  and  took  the 
liberty  of  addressing  him  some  remarks,  to 
the  effect  that,  perhaps,  if  he  were  a  little 
more  enlightened  as  to  the  matter,  he  might 
not  think  it  so  stupid  a  pastime,  and  might 
allow  others  to  enjoy  what  he  himself  stig- 
matised as  an  absurdity.  All  this  he  took 
very  good-naturedly,  and  left  me  with  the 
promise  of  looking  over  his  old  letters,  to 
see  if  he  could  find  any  republics,  <&c.  This 
took  place  si;!:  months  ago,  and  at  this  present 
moment  the  same  individual  not  only  collects 
for  himself,  but  actually  deals  in  stamps,  and 
enjoys  much  patronage,  as  being  more  polite 
and  reasonable  than  most  of  the  Parisian 
stamp  merchants. 

At  the  pr^ent  time,  new — ^I  mean  unobli- 
terated — stamps  are  all  the  rage  with  ama- 
teurs ;  specimens  which  are  almost  valueless 
if  defiM^ed,  fetching  very  good  prices  if  clean 
and  tmnsed. 

Selling  is  strictly — and,  I  must  confess, 
justly — prohibited  in  the  gardens  of  the  Tuil- 
lenes ;  there  are  still,  however,  many  respec- 
table people  who  manage  to  gain  a  few 
occasioned  firancs  on  the  quiet.  Last  summer, 
while  busied  in  exchanging  specimens,  I  was 
very  much  annoyed  by  an  insolent  gendarme, 
who  suddenly  rushed  upon  me  and  an 
English  Mend,  and  ordered  us  to  leave  the 
gardens.  As  he  was  at  the  same  time  dis- 
persing the  rest  of  the  assemblage,  we  were 
natur^y  inclined  to  follow  them  in  the 
direction  of  the  Champs  Elysees,  but  he 
would  not  allow  us,  and  on  our  asking  him 
why,  having  no  reason  to  give,  he  contented 
hiinself  with  saying  he  did  not  want  us  there. 
This  we  thought  rather  a  stretch  of  authority, 
aad  laughed  at  him,  which  infuriated  the 


poor  fellow  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  obliged 
us  to  retire  the  way  he  wished,  and  ordered 
the  guard  at  the  gate  not  to  admit  us  again. 
My  friend  made  a  formal  complaint  to  the 
general,  who  signified  in  reply,  that  the  man 
had  exceeded  his  duty,  and  that  nothing  but 
selling  was  prohibited  in  the  Tuilleries. 
Since  that  circumstance,  I  have  never  been 
interrupted,  and  remain  a  constant  frequenter 
of  the  'change. 

Many  are  the  petty  annoyances  attendant 
on  the  stamp  trafficker's  steps.  Li  the  first 
place,  you  are  very  much  tormented  by 
ladies,  old  and  young,  entreating  you  for  *  un 
petit,*  and  if  you  yield  to  one  you  are  safe  to 
get  a  dozen  more  applicants.  Again,  nothing 
but  the  choicest  stamps  will  be  accepted  in 
exchange  for  anything  really  worth  having ; 
but  what  worries  me  worse  than  all,  is  the 
interference  of  a  certain  class  of  people,  who 
seem  always  determined  to  meddle  with  other 
peoples'  exchanges,  and  just  as  one  is  on  the 
point  of  obtaining  some  long-desired  example 
for  one's  book,  an  individual  of  this  class  is 
sure  to  be  at  hand,  and  tip  the  wink  to  the 
other  not  to  give  the  exchange.  I  can 
say  for  myself  that  many  a  good  change  have 
I  lost  through  one  of  these  meddlers,  although 
he  professes  great  friendship  for  me.  I  used 
to  be  struck  by  the  appearance  of  three  men 
in  blue  blouses,  who  were  regular  attendants, 
and  though  from  their  dress  evidently  of  the 
lower  orders,  would  never  condescend  to  sell, 
but  confined  themselves  exclusively  to  ex- 
changing desiderata. 

The  stamp  dealers  of  Paris  would  form  a 
curious  study  of  character,  so  various  are 
their  tempers  and  manners  as  well  as  their 
charges.  What  one  will  sell  for  half-a-franc, 
another  will  charge  you  four  times  the  sum 
for;  and  the  same  dealer,  perhaps,  takes  a 
few  centimes  for  a  stamp  valued  by  the  other 
at  a  franc.  There  is  one  who  is  ready  to 
show  you  the  door  unless  you  expend  at  least 
thirty  or  forty  francs  with  him;  another, 
who  abuses  his  wife  for  the  same  reason ; 
and  a  third,  who  calls  his  wife  to  abuse  you. 
One  is  sure  to  be  at  breakfast  or  dinner 
whenever  you  go  to  his  rooms ;  another  has 
to  be  fetched  from  a  neighbouring  cabaret  or 
cfifi.  The  dealers  on  the  Qaais  are  the 
'  cheapest  to  deal  with,  and  those  in  the  Hue 
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Bivoli  BQd  elsewhsre,  who  boII  the  daplicates 
of  gentlemen  cxilleotora  on  conuniaasion,  are 
the  de&rest ;  and  it  is  these  latter  who  get 
from  ccoiain  customers  those  almost  Jabnloos 
prioes  we  hear  so  mncb  of. 

I  noticed  lately,  at  one  of  the  btUe  maaqu4t 
d4  VOpera,  a  curions  instance  of  the  popu- 
larity of  postage  stamps.  A  gentlemaa 
became  '  the  observed  of  all  obeerrerB,'  in  a 
costnme  covered  with  postage  stamps,  many 
of  them  quite  new.  His  cap,  which  was 
entirely  composed  of  the  10  eenlimei  a  per- 
eevoa;  Dore  the  words,  '  Pat  astez  affrattekie,' 
inscribed  in  &ont  in  largo  gilt  letters.  This 
costume,  which  must  have  been  very  expen- 
nve,  created  a  great  sensation,  and,  to  my- 
self, was  the  most  interesting  in  the  building. 

In  concluding,  let  mo  advise  any  party  for- 
warding stamps  by  post,  either  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sale  or  exchange,  to  afford  the  ex- 
pense of  registering  the  tetter,  or  enter  into 
an  arrangement  with  his  correspondent,  in 
case  of  real  or  pretended  loss ;  as  it  strangely 
bat  frequently  happens  that  letters  containing 
postage  stamps,  get  strayed  or  stolen.  In 
such  cases,  I  ihwk  the  loss  should  be  borne 
equally  by  the  ao'i-diaaiii  sender  and  receiver, 
and  that  also  positive  proof  of  the  loss  should 
be  given,  which,  in  some  cases  that  I  could 
specify,  appears  something  more  than  doubt- 
ful. AJiotber  symptom  of  the  lack  of  honesty 
in  postal  dealings,  is  the  quantity  of  fictitious 
stamps  now  in  circniation.  Some  twelve 
months  or  so  ago,  we  might  have  been  taken 
in  by  many  or  all  of  them,  tiut  are  now 
rather  more  wide  awake,  and  repudiate  the 
deceptions. 


NEWLY-ISSUED  STAMPS. 

m   We  here  present  our  read- 

H   ers  with  an  engraving  of 

9    the  sew  Nicaraguas  stamp 

9    referred  to  in  our  last  nnm- 

B    ber.      Mr.    H.   Wbvmpr 

Q    (see     advertisement)    has 

for  sale   a  few  proofs  of 

this  really  beantifal  work  of  art.     We  have 

one  now  before  us,  and  think  it  la  admirable. 

Collectors  unable   to    procure   the   original 

stamp,  would  do  well  to  provide  themselves 

with  one  of  these  fac-similes. 


We  are  now  enabled  to  afford  a  more  spe- 
cific notice  of  the  new  Turkish  stamps. 
They  are  of  four  different  values;  the  one 
fignred  by  ns,  printed  on  rose-coloured  paper, 
being  the  highest,  viz.,  S  piastres ;  that  on 
blue  paper  is  2  piastres  in  value ;  there  is  a 
dingy  violet-coloured  1  piastre ;  and  a  yellow 
one,  20  paras,  or  half  a  piastre.  This  last  is 
also  printed  on  brick-coloured  paper,  and 
usually  makes  up  what  is  called  the  set  of 
five ;  but  our  own  album  contains  ail  the  four 
denominations,  printed  on  the  same  pecnliar 
tint  of  Ught  red.  .We  have  no  information 
as  to  whether  these  latter  are  essays,  or  were 
issued  for  government  use  or  otherwise.  At 
first  glance,  the  patterns  on  the  four  stamp* 
appear  similar,  but  a  slight  inspection  will  show 
that  not  only  the  devices  in  the  upper  cor- 
ners, and  that  below  the  crescent,  but  even 
the  framework,  are  different,  and,  of  course, 
the  ohamctOTs  denoting  the  monetary  values. 
We  may  add  that  abont  10/  piastres  go  to 
the  pound  sterling.  All  the  stamps  bear,  as 
we  said  before,  the  Sultan's  sign-mazmal 
above,  and  the  words,  '  Ottoman  Empire '  mi 
the  crescent.  The  four  extra  stamps  on  the 
red  paper  are  in  other  respects  ahke  their 
congeners  of  equivalent  value.  In  a  com- 
plete sheet,  the  stamps  are  printed  foot  to 
foot,  and  between  each  stamp  runs  a  nsx- 
rowband  of  some  strongly  contrasting  colour, 
which  is  by  some  means  partially  extracted 
so  as  to  exhibit  an  inscription  in  Turkish 
characters  of  the  same  colour  as  the  stamps 


We  do  not  know  who  was  the  designer  of 
the  new  series  for  North  Italy,  of  which  one 
only  (see  engraving)  has  yet  been  issued,  bnt 
we  cannot  say  much  in  favour 
of  his  production.  The  essays 
of  Messrs.  Bradbury,  exhibited 
in  the  British  gallery  of  the 
International  Exhibition,  if 
adopted  by  the  Italian  govern- 
ment, woidd  have  been  mnch 
more  ornamental  to  the  pages  of  a  stamp- 
album.  The  5  c,  LO  c,  40  c,  80  c,  and 
8  hre,  will  not  appear  till  the  prescmt  issue  of 
those  values  has  been  exhausted.  Onr  en- 
graving is  supposed  to  be  blue  on  white.  In 
the  third  edition  of  M.  Moens'  catalogue, 
he  says  the  h  c.  will  be  green ;  the  10  c, 
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brawn;  tiie  40  c,  araoge;  the  80  c,  roae; 
the  S  lire,  violet:  the  new  values,  15  c, 
green;-  and  the  30  o.,  blue;  bnt  as  he  is 
wrong  in  the  only  one  of  the  series  that  has 
come  oat,  he  may  be  so  in  the  rest,  especially 
as  he  incorrectly  foreshadowed  them  as  bear- 
ing the  royal  arms. 

The  Segna  Tassa  (the  pro< 
nused  engraving   of  which    i 
we    insert)    is   orange,    on  m 
white.  \ 

Hambnrg,  so  frnitfal   in 
novelties,  has  again  favooied 
ns  with  a  set  of  new  Boten,  prettily  designed, 
in  ten  various  colours,  which  will  be  Inlly  de- 
scribed in  our  next  number  in  their  proper 

That  most  capricioos  of  all  ial&nds,  the 
Mauritiae  (we  marvel  how  it  chanced  to  be 
named  a^r  a  vum),  has  again  added  to  oar 
coUectionB.  The  sixpenny  envelope  is  no 
longer  violei,  but  broum,  and  a  one  shilling 
yellow,  not  yet  catalogued,  appears.  It  is 
oval ;  queen's  head  to  left ;  Majtrilau  postage, 
above  ;  one  eliHUng,  underneath ;  in  white 
relief  on  yellow  gronnd.  The  shilling  green 
adhesive,  of  the  same  type  as  the  actual 
|»nny,  twopenny,  Ac.,  bnt  having  the  value 
macribed  in  a  minute  oval  oa  each  side  of  the 
portrait,  hke  the  green  sixpenny  and  yellow 
shilling,  is  also  to  be  added  to  the  Mauritian 
list ;  and ,  moreover,  a  sixpenny  slate-coloured, 
of  the  Britannia  group. 

Two  very  beautilnlly  engraved  stamps  have 
just  come  into  our  possession.  They  are  from 
Bremen.  One  is  scarlet  and  the  other 
rose-coloured ;  but  we  forbear  giving  a  de- 
tailed description  of  them  yet,  _  ^ 
in  the  absence  of  official  inibr-  B  gi 
mation.                                          B 

We  here  give  a  represen-  E 
tatioa  of  the  original  essay  E 
for  Sicily ;  not  as  a  new  £ 
stamp,  but  as  totally  novel  to  ■ 
most  of  our  readers. 

The  expected  Helvetia,  20  c,  orange,  is 
out  at  last ;  as  are  also  the  J  s.  gr.,  green, 
and  the  1  e.  gr.,  rose,  of  Thnm  and  Taxis, 

The  Indian  mail  has  just  brought  a  New 
Zealand  fAreg>ennjf,  brown. 

We  expect  to  describe  the  emissians  of  a 


ON   POSTAGE-STAMP   CATALOGUES. 


The  catalogues  of  postage  stamps  were  first 
prepared  and  printed  in  France  and  Belgium 
— countries  where  everything  asBumes  an 
official,  and  not  an  individuEil  character. 
The  idea  that  first  prescuted  itself  to  tiie 
mind  of  the  author,  consequently,  was  to 
arrange  the  stamps  of  each  country  under 
the  date  of  the  ordoitamce  by  which  they  were 
issued  ;  patting  together  all  the  stamps, 
whatever  might  be  the  difierence  of  their 
type,  that  were  issued  at  the  same  period. 

Thus,  in  the  first  catalogues — those  pre- 
pared by  M.  Alfred  Potiquet,  and  pubUshed 
by  Lacroix — the  French  stamps  are  ^ranged 
under  those  issued  1st  January,  1849  ; 
August,  1849 ;  December,  1849 ;  Ist  July, 
1850  ;  80th  July,  1860 ;  and  12th  September, 
1850,  and  so  on. 

The  Belgian  catalogue,  which  followed 
shortly  after,  and  which  Lacroix  aaya  is  nearly 
a  copy  of  his  list,  adopted  the  same  plan  ; 
tatd  the  English  catalogues  that  followed — 
as  those  which  appeared  under  the  name  of 
a  Stamp  CoUecior,  at  Brighton,  and  by  Mr. 
Mount  Brown,  in  London— are  little  more 
than  translations  of  these  French  and 
Belgiui  works  :  they  adopt  without  any 
change  the  official  unscientific  classification. 

The  French  and  Belgian  compOer  of  these 
catalogues,  and  their  English  translators, 
were  at  a  loss  when  they  came  to  describe 
the  stamps  of  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies, 
which  form  so  large  a  proportion  of  aU  col- 
lections of  stamps,  as  we  are  not  in  the 
habit  of  issuing  ordonanoea  in  the  official 
papers  when  new  stamps  are  issued;  and, 
therefore,  the  date  of  issue  is  left  blank,  or 
the  date  of  the  publication  of  the  catatogne 
is  only  inserted,  showing  that  tlie  stamps 
were  then  in  circulation. 

As  only  a  very  few  postiu^e  stamps — as,  for 
example,  the  old  stamp  of  Spain,  those  of 
British  Ghiiana,  and  a  few  other  places — 
carry  on   their  faces   the  date   when   iJiey 
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were  issued,  consequently,  it  is  impossible  to 
determine,  by  the  examination  of  the  stamp, 
the  exact  time  when  they  first  came  into  use ; 
though  we  are  enabled,  by  the  effigy  they 
bear  or  by  the  inscription,  sometimes  to 
define  the  chronological  sequence  in  which 
they  followed  each  other. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  better 
to  arrange  the  stamps  in  my  collection  accord- 
ing to  the  design  and  inscription,  without 
attempting  to  define  the  exact  time  of  their 
issue;  and  this  plan  has  the  advantage  of 
separating  several  stamps  of  different  types, 
which  were  clustered  together  in  the  French 
and  Belgian  catalogues,  and  the  translations 
of  them,  because  they  were  over-looked 
when  issued  under  the  same  ordonance  and 
at  the  same  period. 

In  fact,  I  made  a  catalogue  of  the  stamps 
in  my  collection,  and  of  those  which  I  had 
seen  in  other  collections,  for  my  own  use, 
on  the  same  plan  as  I  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  making  catalogues  of  shells,  butterflies, 
and  other  natural  objects,  arranging  the 
stamps  according  to  the  device  or  inscription 
on  them ;  giving  a  short  description  of  each 
type,  and  a  short  character  of  the  variations 
from  the  original  which  each  variety  of  the 
type  presented. 

On  the  publication  of  this  list  in  Totmg 
England,  Mr.  Mount  Brown,  struck  with  the 
improvement  in  the  description  of  the  stamps, 
asked  my  permission  to  copy  some  of  them 
for  his  new  edition  ; '  I  granted  him  per- 
mission to  do  so,  and  the  alterations  and  im- 
provements made  in  his  third  edition  are 
derived  from  this  source ;  but  still  he  arranges 
the  stamps  as  they  are  in  M.  Moens'  Bel^an 
catalogue — according  to  the  date  of  issue — 
lumping  several  stamps  under  the  same  head. 
Thus,  for  example,  the  eight  Sydney  stamps 
I  have  described,  belonging  to  three  distinct 
types,  are  regarded  as  oidy  three  different 
values  of  the  same  stamp;  and  it  is  the  same 
with  the  Peruvian,  and  many  others. 
-At  the  solicitation  of  some  friends,  I 
printed  this  catalogue  in  Yotmg  England. 
My  collection  of  stamps  having  greatly 
increased,  and  my  knowledge  of  the  subject 
being  extended,  I  was  induced  to  revise  that 
catalogue,  and  I  gave  the  MSS.  of  the  im- 
proved list  to  Mr.  ELardwicke,  who  printed 


it,  and  sold  an  edition  of  one  thousand  ix>pie8 
in  the  course  of  eighteen  or  twenty  days. 
I  then,  at  his  request,  pr^)ared  a  second 
edition,  with  large  additions,*  adding  the 
colours  of  the  stamps,  on  which  collectors 
appear  to  place  much  greater  importance 
than  I  at  first,  or  even  now,  think  it 
deserves. 

In  this  catalogue  an  attempt  was  made 
to  introduce  the  collector  of  stamps  to  the 
use  of  a  systematic  arrangement,  such  as 
naturalists  have  found  so  useful,  thus  tarying 
to  introduce  into  the  collecting  and  arranging 
of  stamps  the  same  habit  of  accurate  observa- 
tion and  careful  comparison  which  the  study 
of  natural  history  has  been  found  so  successfdl 
in  introducing,  and  which  are  so  useful  in  all 
the  affairs  of  life;  which  raiders  the  study 
of  natural  history,  and  any  other  study  tha^ 
is  conducted  on  the  same  principles,  so  usefrd 
as  a  branch  of  education ;  and  thus  attempting 
to  convert  the  collecting  of  stamps  frtun  a 
mere  pastime  to  a  useful  employment  of 
time. 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  still  find  many  collec- 
tions of  stamps  arranged  in  a  promiscuous 
manner,  so  that  it  is  dMcult  to  make  a  com- 
parison between  the  stamps  that  are  nearly 
allied ;  and  hence  many  varieties  that  are  very 
distinct  have  been  overlooked.  Other  collec- 
tions are  only  arranged  as  ornaments,  placed 
in  formal  figures ;  or  some  are  moimted  on 
coloured  paper  before  they  are  inserted  in  the 
book ;  and  others  placed  on  pages  that  are  so 
ornamented  either  with  tawdrjr  flags,  arms, 
or  complicated  inscriptions,  that  the  stamps 
are  lost  in  the  frame  ornament  vrith  whicli 
they  are  surrounded. 

I  should  recommend  collectors  who  are 
satisfied  with  this  kind  of  arrangement  of 
their  collections,  to  study  the  Petit  Manuel 
de  r amateur  des  Timbres  Posies,  par  Fois  F***, 
who  prepared  engravings  showing  how 
stamps  may  be  arranged  according, 

Firstly,  to  a  OlassifioaMon  Oeneaiogique  ou 
ordre    chronologiqtie  des  emission  de   chaque 

*  It  is  stated  In  the  lust  number  that  I  am  preparing 
another  edition,  to  inrhich  I  mean  to  append  the  prirate 
stamps.  I  have  no  such  intention ;  for  I  have  not 
the  means  of  knowing  the  towns  in  which  the  local 
American  stamps  are  issued,  and  without  such  infor* 
mfttion,  I  regard  a  catalogue  of  them  as  of  little  use. 
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timbre.  The  plate  showing  them  arranged 
on  the  Btnmp  of  a  tree,  like  a  genealogical 
table. 

Secondly,  a  Glassification  Heraldiqtie,  d* 
apres  Us  a/moires  ei  les  effigies  des  Souvrains  de 
ehaque  etat.  Also  arranged  on  the  stomp  of 
a  Iree,  with  effigies  on  one  side,  and  the 
arms  on  the  other. 

Thirdly,  a  Glassification  Systematiqvs,  groU' 
pcad  lea  timbres  suivant  les  colours  pour 
leur  etude  com^raiivey  where  the  stamps  are 
arranged  in  a  heraldic  shield,  in  quarter- 
ings  according  to  their  positive  colours. 

In  other  respects  this  catalogue  is  inferior 
to  the  other  French  and  Belgian  ones,  and 
about  equal  to  the  German  catalogue  pub- 
lished in  Leipsic. 

For  young  collectors  figures  are  very  use- 
ful ;  and  the  comparison  of  the  stamps  with 
the  figures  is  also  a  useful  exercise  of  the 
comparing  powers.  M.  Moens,  the  Belgian 
dealer,  is  now  publishing  a  very  beautiful 
series  of  figures  of  the  different  types  noticed 
in  his  catalogue ;  but  this  work  is  extensive, 
and  consequently  costly,  though  published 
at  a  cheap  rate,  compared  with  the  beauty 
of  its  execution.  Eight  or  nine  parts  have 
appeared,  and  it  was  supposed  that  it  would 
be  completed  in  twelve  shilling  numbers,  but 
I  hear  that  it  is  now  proposed  to  run  it  on 
into  a  few  more  parts. 

Mr.  F.  Booty,  of  Brighton,  has  published 
a  Stamp  CoUecfor^s  Quide^  which  contains 
upwards  of  two  hundred  figures  of  stamps, 
lepresenting  the  more  prominent  peculiarities 
and  the  chief  forms.  They  are  not  first- 
rate  as  works  of  art,  but  they  are  suffi- 
ciently good  to  be  always  recognisable ;  and 
Hr.  Booty  is  to  be  praised  for  his  industry, 
as  I  believe  that  the  text  and  drawings  are 
all  the  labour  of  his  own  hands ;  aud  this  has 
enabled  him  to  publish  the  catalogue  at  so 
moderate  a  price  as  to  be  within  the  reach  of 
most  collectors. 

Several  papers  have  appeared  in  the  cheap 
periodicals,  as  CasseWs  Illustrated  Family 
reaper f  the  Leisure  Hour^  &c.,  which  are 
iHustrated  with  woodcut  figures,  but  they 
are  generally  only  few  in  number.  The 
best  figures  of  this  kind  are  those  given  in 
Mr.  Whymper's  paper,  in  No.  579  of  the 
Leisure    Hour.      There    are    at    least    two 


monthly  periodicals  devoted  to  the  subject, 
and  several  catalogues,  issued  by  dealers  in 
stamps,  which  give  good  and  useful  figures 
of  rare  or  new  stamps. 

REVIEWS  OP  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Le  Ttmbre-Poste  ;  Journal  da  GoUecHonneur. 
Brussels :  J.  B.  Moens. 

This  feuiUeton,  the  second  number  of  which 
is  just  published,  emanates  from  the  well- 
known  continental  timbre  merchant,  and  will 
be  devoted  solely  to  postal  information  for 
collectors.  We  give  our  readers  a  transla- 
tion of  part  of  the  leading  article  in  the  first 
number,  which  will  afibrd  a  good  idea  of  the 
merits  of  the  publication.      It  is  entitled, 

POSTAGE  STAMPS,  IN  AN  AETIBTIC  POINT  OP  VIEW. 

*  On  consideriiig  the  crowd  of  stampB,  so  diverse  in 
form,  colour,  and  design,  one  is  quite  struck  with  the 
relation  that  generally  exists  between  the  degree  of 
civilization  of  each  coimtry,  and  the  more  or  less  taste 
displayed  in  the  execution  of  its  postage  stamps. 
Thus,  without  paying  the  smallest  attention  to  their 
politics,  and  in  jud^g  them  only  by  their  stamps, 
should  we  be  far  from  the  truth  in  saying,  that  the 
Argentine  Republic,  Monte  Video,  Mexico,  and  Mol> 
davia,  must  be  less  advanced,  for  instance,  than  the 
United  States  ? 

'  After  the  stamps  we  have  just  cited,  come,  in  order 
of  merit,  those  of  Italy,  Piedmont,  Modena,  Parma, 
Naples,  Tuscany,  &c,  which  are  but  poorly  executed. 
It  would  seem  that  Italy,  once  the  mistress  of  the 
arts,  must  henceforth  find  it  impossible  to  produce  an 
engraver  of  any  talent,  incapable  as  it  is  of  giving 
itself  a  stable  government.  Certain  countries,  as 
Bremen,  Torn:  and  Taxis,  Luxembourg,  Russia,  and 
Sicily,  are  distinguished  by  the  superior  artistic  execu- 
tion  of  their  postal  impressions. 

'Some  countries  affect  ^iiimsicalities.  Such  are 
the  Cape  of  Gk>od  Hope  stamps,  whose  triangular 
shape  is  so  appropriate  to  the  place  they  represent ; 
the  Swan  River  stamp,  symbolizing  the  colony  by  a 
beautiful  swan;  the  early  Nova  Scotians,  lozenge- 
shaped;  and,  lastly,  the  Newfouindland  threepenny, 
which  is  also,  we  know  not  why,  triangular. 

*  The  stamps  best  deserving  notice,  and  which,  much 
more  eloquently  than  historians,  show  us  the  march 
of  time,  are,  without  contradiction,  those  of  Honolulu. 
What  would  Captain  Cook  say,  whom  the  subjects  of 
Kameamea  the  Third's  grandfather  so  miserably  mas- 
sacred,  if  he  could  return  to  earth,  and  see  [on  the 
postage  stamps  of  the  Sandwich  Islands],  in  gold- 
laced  coat  and  epaulettA,  the  grandson  of  the  great 
Kameamea  the  First,  whose  full-dress  uniform  doubt- 
less  consisted  of  some  fish-bones  stuck  through  the 
cartilage  of  his  nose. 

*  The  German  stamps  are  all  well  executed,  but  ex- 
hibit little  or  no  originality. 
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*  Some  of  the  effl^pes  of  the  United  States  stamps, 
as  those  of  Washington,  Franklin,  and  Lafayette 
[which  are  these  latter  ?  We  search  in  vain  for  the 
name,  in  Moens'  Manual],  are  of  incontestable  merits 
and  rank  amongst  the  most  beautiful.  Besides  these, 
the  hundreds  of  different  types  met  ¥rith  there,  vie 
with  each  other  in  insignificance.  The  fault  is  not  in 
the  execution,  for  they  are  usually  well  engraved,  but 
we  seek  in  vain  among  this  host  of  vignettes,  for  any 
design,  idea,  or  figure,  bearing  the  imprint  of  artistic 
talent.  It  would  be  straying  from  the  intent  of  this 
magaaine,  to  seek  the  cause  of  this  want  of  taste  which 
characterises  the  North  American ;  let  us  be  content 
to  say,  that,  devoted  exclusively  to  the  worship  of  the 
almighty  dollar,  he  knows  nothing  of  the  arts,  not 
even  the  meaning  of  the  word.' 

We  think  Mr.  Moens  rather  hard  npon 
our  transatlantic  consins.  He  conld  not 
have  been  aware,  when  he  penned  his  criti- 
cism, that  the  queen  of  stamps  was  engraved 
by  a  North  American.  Our  own  album 
contains  upwards  of  a  hundred  and  sixty 
individuals  of  local  United  States  stamps, 
filling  five  pages ;  and  a  very  cursory  glance 
at  them  would  remark  very  great  originality 
and  marvellous  variety  of  design.  The  Phila- 
delphia and  Boston  stamps,  and  Winan^s  city 
post,  are  great  oddities. 

'  The  French  stamps  are  a  combination  of  simplicity 
and  elegance.  Those  of  the  Republic  are  distinguished 
by  a  truly  republican  severity  of  style ;  especially  the 
20  c,  the  bUck  ground  of  which  well  shows  out  the 
features  of  the  goddess.  [We  always  thought  the 
ground  of  this  stamp  was  white,  but  bow  to  better 
authority].  Holland  has  stamps  of  great  merit.  [It 
is  as  weU  to  be  on  good  terms  with  one's  neighbours.] 
Nicaragua  has  very  pretty  stamps ;  we  possess  some 
r^dly  magnificent  ones. 

'  All  national  vanity  apart,  it  must  be  agreed  that 
Belgium  possesses  certainly  the  moat  beautiful  stamps 
in^e  world ;  in  design  and  engraving  England  alone 
has  surpassed  them.' 

As  there  are  some  of  the  finest  collections 
in  the  world  in  Belgixmi,  that  country  cer- 
tainly possesses  the  most  beautiful  postage 
stamps.  If  the  author  simply  means  to 
allude  to  the  Belgian  issue,  those  few 
favoured  individuals  who  have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  see  an  undisfigured  stamp  of  Bel- 
gium, can  form  their  own  judgment. 

*  At  last  we  turn  to  the  stamps  of  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies.  If  we  have  left  them  till  the  last^  it  is 
that  they  are  of  a  merit  so  transcendent,  and  so  vastly 
superior  to  other  stamps,  that  they  deserve  a  spe<4al 
mention,  and  all  the  concentrated  attention  of 
amateurs. 

*  Certes,  the  engraving  tool  of  the  English  has  been 
celebrated  in  all  time.    It  is  England  that  has  pro- 


duced those  magnificent  engravings,  those  splendid 
illustrations,  to  which  the  continent  that  still  denies 
Qreat  Britain  the  possession  of  artistic  inspiration,  haa 
never  yet  produced  an  equivalent.  But  who  could 
have  imagined  that  the  talent  which  easilv  displayed 
itself  in  engraving,  would  have  alike  displayed  itself 
in  minute  vignettes,  whose  microscopic  dunensions 
might  have  seemed  to  exclude  it  ?  Can  anything  be 
seen,  in  effect,  more  poetical,  anything  better  imaging 
that  sweet  beauty  which  is  the  apanage  of  the 
daughters  of  Albion  [Ladies  of  England,  we  suggest 
your  immediately  setting  afoot  a  subscription,  for  a 
testimonial  to  your  Belgian  admirer!],  than  those 
delightful  effigies  of  Queen  Victoria,  on  the  stamps  of 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Tasmania  f  Never,  perhaps, 
has  the  engraver's  art  created  aught  more  lovely  in  so 
circumscribed  a  space ;  and  it  is  only  to  be  regretted 
that  these  little  master-pieces  must  ever  be  outraged 
by  the  cancelling-mark.' 

Union  Beview,     London  :  Simpkin,  Marshall, 
and  Co. 

We  think  the  following  notice  of  Dr.  GTray's 
handbook,  extracted  from  the  March  num- 
ber of  the  above  magazine,  will  amuse  our 
readers  : — 

'The  history  of  collections  and  collectors,  when- 
ever it  comes  to  be  written,  will  almost  always  add 
another  curious  chapter  to  the  curiosities  of  litera- 
ture. Postage  stamps  and  postage-stamp  coHectoFs 
have  now  arrived  at  the  dignity  of  a  history  and  a 
literature  of  their  own.  Dr.  Gray,  of  the  British 
Museum,  has  become  their  historian ;  and  though  his 
own  book,  A  Hand  Catalogue  of  Postage  Stamps  for 
theute  of  ColUctorSf  might  have  seemed  exhaustive  of 
the  subject,  he  tells  us  of  upwards  of  twenty  other 
works  and  pamphlets  devoted  to  the  pursuit.  With- 
out any  depreciation  of  postage  stamps,  we  should 
like  to  recommend,  to  sudi  of  our  readers  as  are  ad- 
dicted to  them,  a  new  hobby  'for  the  use  of  col- 
lectors,'— ^turnpike-gate  tickets.  There  is  much  in 
their  &vour  ;  they  afford  a  growing  antiquarian 
interest,  and  are  rapidly  becoming  a  thing  of  the  past, 
while  postage  stamps  are  still  of  vulgar  daily  use. 
They  are  already,  at  the  least,  in  a  transition  state : 
turnpike  roads  falling  out  of  use,  turnpike  gates  as  an 
institution,  and  turnpike-gate  tidcets  with  them,  will 
soon  also  necessarily  become  extinct.  Postage  stamps, 
we  are  told  by  their  historian,  '  teach  geography ; '  and 
not  'geography'  onlv,  but  the  very  niceties  and 
specialties  of  topograpny.  Country  history  and  paro- 
diial  legislation  are  among  the  lessons  to  be  learnt 
from  a  complete  collection  of  turnpike  tickets,  and 
the  studv  of  their  annals.  So  deeply,  too,  have  they 
entered  mto  our  national  life,  that  much  of  our  pro- 
verbial philosophy — ^that  garnered  wisdom — draws 
thence  its  pithy  phrases.  '  Bilk  the  pike,'  '  What's 
the  ticket?'  '  Pay  ^our  toll,'  'Plain  as  a  pike-staflE)'  are 
all  examples ; — 'pike '  being  per  syncope  for  turnpike, 
and  having  no  relation  to  bayonets,  but  expressing 
hj  a  bold  metaphor  what  lies  in  one's  verv  road. 
Then,  again,  how  interesting  are  the  great  historical 
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galea  t  Hile-end  gala  still  eiiats,  a  terminug  tor 
'bu^Ke ;  but  wliare  U  Keimingtoii  T  Nay^  wbioh  iB 
morfl  and  waist  of  all,  as  Lord  Justice  Crew  nijb, 
when  he  aaks  where  are  aovr  the  eitioguislieJ  Plan- 
tmeoeta, — '  miTe  and  worst  of  all,'  where  is  Tybiini  I 
It  bait  left  iia  name,  iDdeed,  to  a  district  liuher  than 
a  RomaD  province ;  but  a  Tybum  gate-Ucket,  with 
all  its  memoricfl,  will,  ira  fear,  reniain  as  a  gold 
AUectus  among  coins,  the  crux  of  turnpike-ticket 
collectors.  Thmk,  too,  how  many  social  and  political 
queationa,  how  manj  moot  points  of  economics  the 
coUectioD  we  suggeat  would  elucidate.  Dr.  Qraj 
oomplaceqtl;  believes  that  he  first  suggested  poalage 
stampe ;  ne  claim  the  merit  of  suggesting  turnpike 
gate  tickets.  In  our  intended  collection,  how  many  a 
question  of  cause  and  effect,  moral  and  material,  ia 
opened  up  bj,  e.g.,  the  difference  between  a  threepenny 
toll  and  a  fourpenny.  The  Rebeccaites  of  Wales,  and 
agraiian  outrages,  proletarian  insurrections,  aud  social. 
iitic  prablema,  would  all  be  among  the  episodes  for 
iOustration.  But,  in  this  kindred  suljject,  we  have 
almost  forgotten  Dr.  Gray  and  tba  postage  sismps. 
His  Itiaidioot  is  an  added  proof  that  earaestness  will 
gild  the  duUast  ocoupatioD,  and  a  warm,  tender  enthu- 
■iaom  give  worth  to  things  worthless ;  making  the 
most  tririal  work  respectable,  redeeming  from  obUvion 
tbe  bsnolsH  foible  of  a  weakoeas  for  postage  stamps, 
and  raising  them  in  the  social  scale  as  an  innocent 
TBctaation.' 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Tb  lit  Bdilvr  of  On  '  Sruip  Collbctob's  Uaouwb.' 

8iBj— An  iDteresting  letter  in  your  last  number,  signed 
T.  H.  H.,  Jan.,  eontaininj  some  observations  on  the 
Islie  Zurich  itanips  of  1843,  reflects  lomewhat  upon  the 
4tKTipiien  of  the  true  ones  in  my  oatalo^e,  character- 
i»inE  it  as  'not  tbtt  particulBr,'  and  implying  (hat 
eolkctOTs  sre  indebtad  to  my  vnguencM  far  the  Swiss 
foigeries.  I  trust  I  may  bo  allowed  t>  defend  mynolf 
froia  this  impatstian,  for  the  msia  excellence  of  a  good 
catalogue  is  that  the  classificBticn  and  description  should 
be  clear  snd  well  defined.  In  truth,  the  fault  lies  more 
with  the  bitten  than  the  biter.  The  chief  distinction  be- 
tween them  is  that,  whilst  the  genuine  marked  stamp  bas 
'  I,'  the  false  Atamp  ban.    Now,    '  ^' 


'  Figure  ni'  wortti  (which  are  wanting  in  the  falsi Bcation) 
npressiiig  Tilue,'  ko.,  but  not  a  syllable  about  name. 
Again,  the  true  dated  itamp  bean  the  word  '  lappen ; ' 
the  fiilie  one  [boing  only  a  modification  of  the  18o0 
inoe]  has  only  the  figure  indicating  ralue,  and  no 
denomination  of  currency ,  To  show  this  clearly,  nippen 
is  placnd  between  panmthssea.  It  ii  therefore  eTicfanl 
that  the  description,  asit  standain  the  catalogue,  ii  suffi- 
dsnt  to  enable  the  merest  tyro  to  delect  the  impoiitioD. 

A  few  words  about  new  stamps.  Tfaose  recently  issued 
by  the  Turkish  goTsnimeat,  rii.,  20  poras,  yellow ;  1 
piBstre,  lilac  ;  2  pisstres,  bluej  and  6  piaitres,  rose,  are 
all  repeated  in  a  sort  of  brick-red.  These  last  are  for  uaa 
in  the  netiopolij  only,  but  the  former  for  the  whole  of 
the  OttAman  Empire. 

I  bsTe  recently  rsoeiTed  proob  of  the  stamps  about  to 
bs  adopted  by  the  republic  of  Costa  Kica,  which  are  even 
■iparior  to  thoM  of  Nicaragua  in  beauty  and  eiecutton. 


The  centre  of  the  slaTop  is  oooupied  by  a  view  of  Ibe 
headland  in  Nicoyo  Uulf,  and  two  Tassels.  Overarching 
'      "       pointed  stars,  surmounted  by  a  wreath; 


2  reals,  in  scarlet.  laminfnnned 
it  will  be  a  month  before  the  colours  are  determined  opon 
and  the  atampa  themseWes  issued. 

There  is  also  a  very  rare  stamp  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America.  Superaeription  [C.  S.  A.  postage] ; 
bust  of— somebody — to  loft,  in  oral.  Coloured  impros- 
sioa;  rectangular.     Two  cents,  groen. 

Should  these  few  remarks  be  di^emed  of  any  serried  to 
your  readers,  they  are  quite  at  your  sf—  '- 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  C.  Allrw.— We  append  the  fac-aimilo  of  the  stamp 
you  sent,  and  shall  be  glad  if  any  of  our  readers  san 
afford  infgrmation  thareapon. 


J.  Duns,  Helbonme,  Derbyshin,— The  flist-issned 
English  blue  adhesivs,  without  white  line,  fetches  six- 
pence or  mors. 

D,  R.  A.^ — The  red  {-aniia  India  is  s  genoina  stamp. 
yfe  should  like  IL 

CiurTais.,  Trinity  CoUe^. — The  word  'Freimorke,' 
literally  '  Free-mark,'  is  simply  the  German  equiralent 
of  postage  stomp.  We  do  not  identify  the  stamp  yon 
allude  te,  but  suppose  it  must  be  s  receipt  or  bill  stamp. 
Can  Ton  forward  one  for  inspection  t 

A  BiaiaHBH  will  And  an  answer  to  hi*  qnaiy  in  our 
last  number. 

J.  B.  Lahh.  Paialey. — An  nnnsed  black  English  stamp 
would  be  highly  Talusd  by  an  amateur  ooUecting  clean 
specimens  solely  i  otherwise  it  bears  no  porticularworth. 

A  NAHS1.EBS  CoRaxsFONDBiiT  osks  the  Talue  of  a  r*d 
and  blue  Mulresdy  envelope.  We  hsTe  nerer  heardof, 
and  ihoDld  much  like  to  see  one,  if  he  will  forward  it 
The  old  shilling  English  octagon  is  couunou  enough. 

H.  SantKB.— The  Turkish  are  fully  de«:ribed  in  the 

S resent  number.  There  are  many  forgeries  about  of 
uck's  Bichmond  Confederates.  Tne  eiomplo  you  write 
of  must  be  one  of  them.  Our  own  copy  is  plainly  1  ctnl. 
J.  W.  K„C1erlieiiweU.—The3-cenUessaTarthe United 
States  is  TsimillioD.    It  bean  the  bust  of  Washington, 


andedbj  ._, . 

IT.  S: ;  and  in  each  of  the  lower,  the  figure  denoting  the 

A  Last  Collbctos  wishes  information  about  the  Aos- 
trian  Complementary  Stamps.  All  the  lady  and  gentle- 
meo  eollectors  we  nave  ever  met  with,  are  in  tlu  soma 
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unBatisfactoTT  predicament.  Some  will  hare  it  they  are 
not  for  postal  purposes ;  if  not — why  not  ?  All  we  know 
of  them  with  certainty  is  that,  from  their  strongly  con- 
trasting colours,  they  fill  a  very  gay  page  in  our  album, 
and  that  they  are  found  appended  to  the  sheets  of  the 
Austrian  Proper  and  Lomhardo-Venetian  postage  stamps. 
The  Germans  generally  are  not  given  to  take  trouble  for 
nothing,  and  we  cannot  think  the  white  raised  dots  can 
have  been  placed  so  regularly  for  a  meaningless  purpose. 
We  shall  esteem  reliable  information  on  this  moot  point 
a  great  favour. 

0.  FLErss.— Our  own  penny  block-print  Cape  is  a 
crimson  red,  your  scarlet  red  may  be  a  variety. 

L.  M.— -Some  of  your  describied  stamps  appear  to  be 
simply  faded  or  discoloured  specimens."  The  2d.  sage- 
green  Ceylon  must  be  one  of  those  saved  from  the  wreck 
of  the  *  Colombo,'  which  disaster  proved  a  source  of  profit 
to  many  young  vendors,  the  stampus  having  been  much 
changed  in  appearance  by  their  soaking  in  the  sea.  The  | 
tomese  of  the  Neapolitan  provinces  we  have  in  the  two 
colours  you  mention  :  as  also  the  12  and  the  24  ore 
Sweden,  the  slate-coloured  6d.  Tasmania,  and  the  two 
colours  af  the  6  o.  an<i  24  o.  United  States,  both  of  the 
late  and  present  series. 

Postage  Swell,  Sydenham.— You  can  procure  one  of 
the  postage-stamp  pins  at  Walker's,  68,  Comhill. 

Nbstob,  Dublin.— Your  stamp  is  an  Austrian  bill  or 
receipt  stamp.  The  Jamaica  Sd.,  with  arms  and  sup- 
porters, is  also  for  receipts. 

E.  W.  GosfiB,  Torquay.— The  presence  or  absence  of 
the  perforations  will  easily  distinguish  the  Prussian  and 
Austrian  adhesives  from  the  envelopes.  Even  when  the 
latter  are  cut  out  oval,  as  is  the  foolish  custom  of  some, 
they  may  be  identified  from  having  no  sticking  matter  on 
their  backs.  TThe  device  on  the  left  of  the  Id.  Bahamas 
is  some  tropical  fruit,  which  wo  do  not  recogniEO.  The 
Bremen  *  post-amt '  is  for  local  postage.  We  have  the 
envelope  complete.  The  figures  on  the  Nevis  stamps 
symbouse  *  Benevolence.' 

J.  8.,  Great  Grimsby.— We  believe  the  Id.  Victoria  you 
mention,  as  like  the  green  in  device,  but  black  in  colour, 
to  be  the  latwt  issue.  The  other  stamp  you  allude  to 
must  be  the  old  un  silbergroschen  of  Luxembourg. 

A.  T.,  Brighton.— The  envelope  concerning  which  you 
inquire,  can  be  procured  from  almost  any  dealer  in  stamps, 
either  used  or  unused.    .     ^       ^,  ,,    ^ 

Jambs  Shblton,  Grimsby.— Many  collectors  accept 
the  stamps  of  private  firms.    ,    .      ,  .     ,  , 

Alpha,  Uppingham.— The  Ionian  Islands  may  have  a 
new  issue  when  united  to  Greece,  or  adopt  the  stamps  of 

that  kingdom.  ^  ,     .  ... 

W.  C.  M.— The  chief  firms  employing  private  stamns, 
are  the  trio  of  Smiths,  vis.,  Cornhill,  Strand,  and  Bath ; 
the  ffime  New»,  Bntith  Workman,  &o.    ,       .       ,.     , 

Frank  B.,  Trent.— The  sixpenny  St.  Helena  is  noticed 
in  every  postal  catalogue  deserving  the  name. 

R.  H:.  Oldbbmiaw,  Nottingham.— The  l-lepton  Greek 
is  of  two  colours,- buflf,  and  marone  brown.    The  2-lepta 

is  a  yellow  buff.  ,         ^         ,  , ,    ^ 

Timbromahiaqub,  Dnbhn.— The  red  Id.  temporary 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  is  not  rare,— the  hght  and  dark  blue 
of  the  same  issue  much  more  so ;  but  the  redfourpenny 
is  exceedingly  scarce,  and  the  blue  penny  almost  un- 
attainable.   

Kicaracman  Stamp.— A  very  beautifully 

StSTp  wUl  be  sefit  on  reccint  of  IS  P«»*J«® '^^-  ^Z^* 
ProoA  taken.    Address,  KioAXAaui,  20,  C«nt«rl)uiy  Place, 

Laiubeth  Road,  8. 


CONUNDRUM. 

Why  is  the  Tuscan  lioii  Wee 
the  British  Empire  ? 


*«*  A  genuine  1  dollar  Pony  Express  stamp  of  the  Rodcy 
Mountains  will  be  given  to  the  youNvest  collector  sending  the 
correct  solution  of  the  above  conundrum.  RepUos.  stating 
name,  age,  and  address,  to  be  sent  to  the  Editor,  care  of  the 
publishers,  Stafibrd  Smith  ^  Smith. 


»♦»  Advertisements  for  insertion  in  the  Stamp 
Collector's  Magaztnb,  should  reach  the  Office, 
13,  George  Street,  Bath,  not  later  than  the  lOth  oi 
the  montn. 


Foreign     Postage     Stamps. —  Collectors 

should  send  a  list  of  ther  requirements  to  E.  C  Hall  and  Co., 
Foreign  9tainij  Dealers,  HartlcpooL  Bs^iaroas,  Ceylon.  Gren- 
ada, Hong  Kong,  Nevis,  ^pe^n  (Old,  with  date  indicated^ 
Kanton  Bern,  Ac.    Enclose  stamped  envelope. 

Woods  &  Pemberton,  Dealers  in  Obsc^ete 

Postage  Stamps,  Olive  Street,  Ha^epool.  list  sent  oa  receipi 
of  two  stamps. 

Stamps.— James  Shelion»  Grimsby,  sends 

his  prioodlist  on  receipt  <^  stamped  envelope.  J.  8.  wii^es  to 
purchase  Ionian  and  oth^'  stamps. 

Albums,  Is.  8d.     N.   Short,  Green    Hill, 

Grantham. 

The  *  Ne  plus  Ultra  *  of  Cheapness. — ^Post- 

S:e  stamps  supplied  by  VioroB,  SO,  Biggin  Street,  Dover, 
ent,  at  mere  nominal  prices. 

• 

Western    Australia    Postage    Stamps^ — 

Several  dosens  of  these  rather  uncommon  stamps  to  be  sold  at 
moderate  prices.  Apply  to  C.  L.  M..  9,  Roxburgh  Groveu 
Haverstock  Hill,  London,  N.W.,  enclosing  a  stompM-directed 
envelope  for  a  r^ly. 

Shores  Is.  dd.  Album  is  Gk>od. 

A  Collection  of  710  Postage  Stamps  to  be 

disposed  of,  at  4d.  each ;  handsomely  bound  in  a  red  moroooo 
album  :  many  of  them  are  imused.  Address,  M.  A.,  1,  Choi- 
moley  Villas,  Ditton,  Surrey. 


Important  — William     Frederic     Cooke, 

Buckland,  Dover,  has  for  Sale  a  magnificent   Collection    of 
upwards  of  900  specimens ;  price  25  Guineas. 


Shorfs  Is.  Sd.  Album  is  *Ke  pins  Ultra.' 


H.  G.  S.  10,   Chestnut   Street,  Waterloo 

Boad,  Manchester,  sends  his  wholesale  and  retail  t*rice  Lista 
of  Stamps  or  Coins  on  receipt  of  stamped  envelope.  Stamps 
or  Coins  bought  or  sold  on  oommisstbn.  Colleotiona  of  100 
Stamps,  6s. ;  300  ditto.  Us. 


W.  I>iamond,  Bifle  House,  Weetbotimo 

Grove.  London,  W.,  Dealer  in  Postage  Stamps  of  all  nations. 
Foreign  Stamps  sent  per  post  on  receipt  of  uncut  penny  poet- 
age  stamps.  CollocUons  purchased.  Any  oommunlcatkA 
requiring  a  reply  must  contain  a  stamp. 
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Shorf  8   la   8cL    Album    se  transmiB    a 

aocone  poitie  du  mondc^  en  rooerant  le  prix  et  le  port  au  Utto 
•a  tfanbroB  postM.    N.  Sbobt.  Oreen  Hill,  Grantham. 

-^  -  -.I  ' — ■ 

Alpha,  84»  Korthbrook  Street,  Newbury, 

^erkB,  has  some  Hare  Stamm  for  Sale,  at  moderate  prices. 
Send  a  stamped  envelope  for  List 

For  Threei>ence  you  will  stand  a  chanoe 

of  getting  one  ot  Short's  Is.  3d.  Albums,  Six  of  which  are  to 
be  drawn  for  on  April  7.    N.  Short,  Grantham. 

Boaroe,    Obsolete,    and    New    Stamps.— 

Kiamples :  BaTaria,  Greece,  Brazils,  Confederate  States,  Ionian 
Idea,  Kaples,  Parma.  Russia,  to  ,  at  the  lowest  prices.  list 
(JQst  printed)  sent  for  stamped  envelope.  W.  Tats,  77, 
woodTille  Terrace,  Bvmrtoii,  liTcrpooL  Note— Antigua,  6d. 
esdi. 

The  Princess  Alexandra  Postage-Stamp 

Album.    N.  Sbokt,  Green  Hill,  Grantham.    Post  free,  Is.  8d. 

Important  to  Collectors.— A  very  large 

•ad  Ti^ed  stodc  of  Stamps  for  Sale  at  half  the  usual  prices. 
A  Priee  Ust  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp  by  R.  Pbco,  11,  Holies 
Street,  Dublin.  Stamps  bought  Album  to  hold  800  stamps 
post  free,  la.£d. 

If  this  should  meet  the  Eve  of  any  one 

who  wants  a  good  and  cheap  Album,  let  him  send  17  stamps 
to  N.  Shokt,  Oreen  Hill,  Gnuitham. 

B.  Mo   Corhindale,  70,  G^eorge   Square, 

Gla«ffow,  will  send  his  Spring  List  on  receipt  of  stamped 
e&ntope.  His  prices  are  xery  low : — set  of  10  Scheerenbecics, 
li.  3d. ;  NoTs  Scotia  Sd.  and  6d.,  each  4d. :  Id.  and  Is.,  each 
M.4C [ 

Everybody  should  Buy  Short's  Album, 

17  stamps,  ttot,    N.  Short,  Oreen  Hill,  Grantham. 

To  be  Baffled  fbr,  on  Mav  2nd,  a  Col- 
lection of  300  Stamps,  mounted  in  Lallier's  Album,  many 
Qnosed,  by  60  Members  at  Is.  each.  Unused  Stamps  bought* 
J.  6.  OzuET,  6,  HewiU  Street,  Waterloo  Road,  Manchester. 

If  you  have  already  Purchased  an  Album, 

yoQ  stUl  oogfat  to  have  Short's  Album  for  spare  stamps ;  Is. , 
post  free.    N.  Sbobt,  Green  Hill,  Grantham. 

WUliam  Cooke,  Esq.,  Buckland,  Dover, 

bsa  2000  Obsolete  Stamps,  including  Parma,  etc.,  on  band. 
Selections  sent  for  inflection  on  application. 

Collectors  sending  Duplicate   Stamps  of 

Ii&eria,  Antigua,  Hons  Kong,  Holdo-Wallachia,  Nevis,  Cuba. 
lAda,  Prinoe  Edward  Island,  Sierra  Leone,  and  Western 
Austnlia,  to  M.  Gustatk  Lbouss.  Dunkorque,  France,  will 
receive  their  value  in  unobliterated  French  Stamps,  by  return 
of  post.  Coramunications  to  be  written  in  the  French  bm- 
goage,  if  possible. 


Hr.  J.  Hooper,  1,  Hanover  Court,  Milton 

Street,  London,  £.0.~Foreign  Postage  Stamps  Bou^^t,  Sold, 
or  Exchanged.  The  largest  stock  of  Foreign  Postage  Stamps, 
lad  the  che^>eet  Dealer  in  Loudon.  J.  H.  nas  just  published 
>  Dew  edition  of  his  Priced  Catalogue,  containing  about  1000 
7*Heties,  and  will  forward  it  on  receipt  of  a  stamped  enve- 
jyfc 

^reign  and  Colonial  Postage  Stamps.— 

A  0eat  variety  of  Foreign  and  other  Postage  Stamps  (used 
>M  onused)  ottered  for  Sale,  at  low  prices,  oy  W.  Lutcolk, 
)m.  (at  W.  B.  Lincoln  t  Son'a),  462,  New  Oxford  Street 
I^tdoB,  W.  C  Priced  list  sent  on  receipt  of  stamped 
•Metope. 


Monte  Video,  60  a,  6d.  each;  Bussian 

Env.,  6  k..  unused,  Sd  each;  Argentine  Con.,  5  c.,8d.  each;  Old 
Saxony.  6d.  each ;  ditto  8  i^.  ied,.A^re,  2s.  6d. ;  Old  Belgium, 
10,  20  c,  4d.  each;  Buenos  Ayres  I  p..  Sd.  each;  and  au 
immense  assortment  of  Rare  Stamps  at  same  low  rates.  Price 
List,  4th  edition,  now  ready,  sent  as  usual  on  receipt  of 
stamped  envelope.  This  List  is  the  cheapest  published. 
H.  R.  VxoroB,  Ormeau  Terrace,  Belfast. 

Jackson  and  Barker,  77,  Canning  Street, 

Liverpool,  and  St  Stephen's  Road,  Norwich,  can  supply,  in 
any  quantity,  the  following  and  many  other  scarcer  Stiuops  :— 
Nevis,  Antigua,  Bahamas,  Venesuela,  British  Columbia,  ko. 
Stamped  envelope  to  accompany  every  communication. 
AgenU  for  Continental  Dealers. 

Is.  8d.  Albums.     N.  Short,  Green  Hill, 

Grantham. 

All  kinds  of  Bare  and  Old  Foreign  Post- 
age stamps,  amouffst  which  are  St  Luda,  Nevis^  Pony 
Express,  Confederate  States,  Local  American,  and  Greek, 
sinffly  or  in  sets.  French  Colonies.  1  c.,  6  c.,  and  10  c.,  6d. 
each,  and  40  c,  9d. ;  Ionian  Islands,  Is.  per  Set  of  Three ; 
all  clean.  Address,  Mr.  F.  E.  Miltj^b,  166,  Queen's  Road, 
Dalston,  London,  N.  E.  N.B.— Price  List  forwarded  on 
receipt  of  two  stamps  for  postage,  te. 


Mr.  Qeorge  Prior,  of  4S,  Penchurch  Street, 

London,  E.  C,  has  lazge  numben  of  Foreign  Postage  Stampe 
for  Sale,  comprising  several  hundred  varieties.  A  very  laige 
and  entirely  new  Price  list  forwarded  on  receipt  of  two 
stamps  (no  envelope  required),  containing  an  immense  assort* 
ment  of  clean  Stamps  now  out  of  use.  An  early  application 
is  requested. 

Wanted  to  Purchase  a  Collection  of  about 

SOO  stamps.  Address,  Stafpoiu)  Smith  A  Smith,  the  Fbreign 
Stamp  and  CTrest  Depot,  Bath. 

C.  W.  Deadman,  86,  Adelaide   Square, 

Windsor,  Dealer  in  Foreign  Postage  Stamps.  List  sent  on 
receipt  of  one  stamp. 

Foreign  Postage  Stamps.— Collectors  and 

Dealera  are  recommended  to  send  for  W.  W.  W.  Doubt's  Prico 
List  by  enclosing  two  stamps.  They  are  also  recommended 
to  send  for  Stamps  on  approval.  Good,  dean,  and  rare  Stampe 
cheap.    W.  W.  W.  Dovsr,  High  Street*  Peckham,  Surrey. 

Short's  Is.  dd.  Album  is  Unsurpassable. 
Stamps !     Stamps  ! !     Stamps  ! ! !— C.  Q., 

Acomb  House,  near  Manchester,  has  several  thousands  of  the 
above  (unused)  on  Sale,  at  the  following  rates  per  dosen  :— 
Antigua  Id.,  8s. ;  Belgium  1  e.,  Sd. ;  Ceylon  (Eny.)  Id.,  lOs. ; 
ditto  2d.,  10s.  Od. ;  France,  2  c,  6d. ;  Hanover,  |  irr.,  la  ;  ditto 
Bestdffdd,  Is. ;  Helvetia,  2  &,  6d. ;  ditto  8  c,  Id.  ;  ditto  6  c., 
Is. ;  Honolulu,  6  c.,  10a.  6d. ;  Mecklenbuig,  i  s.,  6d.  Hong 
Kong,  2  c,  Od.  each.  Collections  Sold  at  following  rates  -.^ 
100  varieties,  4s. ;  200, 12s.  Od. ;  600,  £3  8s.  list  sent  on  receipt 
of  stamped-directed  envelope. 

B.P.  Harley,  18,  South  Hanover  Street^ 

Glasgow  (formeriy  of  14,  Gloucester  Street),  Dealer  in  Stamps 
of  allkinds.  Printed  Price  List  of  about  800  varieties  vrill  be 
ready  on  the  1st  of  April  (8rd  edition),  which  will  be  sent  on 
receipt  of  stamp  (no  envelope  being  reauired).  R.  P.  H.  also 
wishes  to  correspond  with  parties  resident  on  the  Crmtinent, 
as  be  has  large  numben  or  British  Colonies  for  Exchange. 

Charles  Decroiz  will  send  a  selection  of 

stamps  (at  reasonable  prices)  on  approval  on  receipt  of 
stamped  envelope.    Baiaar,  Dover. 
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Foreign  Postage  8tamps.~Thoma8  Smith, 

Hutchiniiou's  Coffee  Houflo.  Colemau  Stroet,  LoudoD.  E.  C, 
hns  a  great  many  of  the  above  for  Sale.  Ht  haa  all  kinds  of 
Ooiitiueutal  and  Colooial  for  Sale^  Tery  cheiq).  A  great  mitny 
MiUtese  Half)[)enny,  at  la.  8<L  per  dozen  ;  and  Ionian  Islanda* 
at  la.  Cd.  per  set  of  three.  Collectors  sending  a  list  of  Stamps 
required  will  have  them  returned,  with  prices  marked 
thereon,  ^tamiied-dirocted  euvelopes  must  in  iJI  cases 
accompany  all  commuuicatiuus. 

J.  J.  H.  Stookall  and  Co.,  Broad  Green, 

near  Liverpool,  Wholesale  and  Retail  Dealers  in  Forei;irn  Postage 
Stamps.  b<ith  used  and  unused,  have  now  on  hand  a  largo 
stodc  of  Stamps.  Price  List,  describing  form,  value,  oolour, 
date  ofissue^  mc,  of  about  1000  varieties,  sent  (m  receipt  of 
two  postage  stamps.  Greece,  1  and  2  lepta,  Sd.  each,  or  2s. 
per  do^eon  ;  6  Icpta,  4d.  each,  or  Ss.  per  dozen ;  French  chififre 
taxo,  10  and  15  centimes,  Sd.  each,  or  2a  6d.  per  dozen ;  Por- 
tugal, 5  reis,  2d.  each,  or  Is.  per  dozen ;  Hnmburg  Boten,  Set 
of  10,  Is. :  an  yiMued.  Not  less  than  one  dozen  of  each  sup- 
plied at  the  wholesale  prices.  Orders  under  28  6d.  to  contain 
stamp  for  reply. 

W.  Toung,  1,  Kent  Street,  Glasgow,  has 

for  Sale  a  great  mairf  Stamps.  Ionian  Islands,  Yellow,  3d. : 
Blue,  4d. ;  Set  of  Three,  Is.  Sd. ;  H.  Scheerenbock's  Loqu 
Hamburg  Stamps,  Is.  3d.  por  Sot  of  Ten :  lAibeck  and  Detgo- 
dorf,  Is.  4d.  per  Ret;  Mecklenbuig,  iscn..  Id.  each;  Berge- 
dorf,  Hamburg,  Lubeck,  ^  sch. ;  Denmark,  2  sk. ;  France,  2  o. : 
Germany,  i,  |  gr.  ;  Hanover,  3  pf. ;  Malta.  Id.,  ^.,  each.  JU 
these  are  imtiMd.    list  sent,  on  reosipt  of^  stamp  for  postage. 

W.  T.  also  buys  Stamps. 
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'  Omega,*  Everton,  laverpool,  will  send 

bis  Price  I^t  of  Foreign  Postage  Stamps  to  any  address  on 
receipt  of  a  staniped-'olrected  envelope.  Collectors  will  find 
that  their  requirements  can  bo  supplied  on  very  reasonable 
terms ;  as  this  is  one  of  the  cheapest  and  most  comprehensive 
lists  imblisbed.  It  comprises  many  hundreds  of  varieties, 
including  all  the  Conuncntal  Stamps  now  in  use,  such  as 
Greece.  Ionian  Islands,  Wallachia,  Papal  States.  Austrian 
Italy,  Ac,  Ac :  and  several  clean  sets  of  the  old  issues  of 
Hanover,  Oldenburg,  Ac. ;  besides  an  extensive  assortment  of 
Colonial  and  other  Stamps.— Antigua,  Bahamas,  Barbadoes, 
British  Columbia,  British  Guiana,  Buenos  Ajrres,  Canada, 
Ceylon,  Chili.  Grenada,  India,  Jamaica,  Liberia,  Malta,  Man- 
ritlus,  Monte  Video,  Natal,  Nevis,  New  Brunswick,  New- 
foundland, New  Granada,  New  South  Wales,  Nova  Scotia, 
Prince  Edward  Island,  St.  Helena,  St.  Luda,  St  Vincent, 
Sandwich  Islands,  Sierra  Leone,  Trinidad,  United  States  (both 
local  and  envelopesX  Venezuela,  Western  Australia,  &c. 
N.  B.— 'Omega'  nas  Just  issued  a  wholesale  list,  which  he 
will  forward  to  any  liealer  on  receipt  of  one  stamp. 

Forged   Stamps  :  How  to  Detect  them. 

By  Thornton  Lewes  and  Edward  Pembsrton.  Containing 
accurate  accounts  and  descriptions  of  all  Forgeries.  Post 
fhie,  Is.  Id.  All  orders  to  be  sent  to  E.  Pskbsbtox,  Beaufort 
Boad,  Edgbaston,  Birmingham. 

I%ird  SiUti4m.  revised,  auffmenUdt  and  eorrecUd, 

Catalogue   of  Postage    Stamps,— British, 

Colonial,  and  For^gn.  By  Mount  Brown.  Containing  an 
accurate  description  of  the  form,  colour,  date  of  issue,  and 
value  of  1600  varieties ;  and  an  account  of  fictitious  and  eoun- 
terfelt  Stamps,  and  how  to  detect  them.  Price  la ;  Post  free, 
Is.  Id.  Bound  in  Moroooo  Leather  and  interleaved  for  Col- 
lectors, 2s.  ;  Post  free,  2s.  2d.  Address,  Mr.  Browit,  care  of 
Mr.  Passmore,  Bookseller,  124,  Cheapside^  London.  «%  New 
rariced  list  of  unused  postage  stamps  Just  issaed ;  Post 
tl90,  Sd. 

To   Stamp   and    Crest    CoUeotors.— Just 

published,  beautiAilly  printed  in  Colours,  Is.,  or  emblazoned 
in  Gold  and  Silver,  Is.  6d.  each  sheet;  l^  post,  one  extra 
stamp.  Sftieet  1,  Arms  of  all  Nations ;  3,  Anns  of  all  the 
Counties  in  England;  8,  Arms  of  all  the  Colleges  of  Oxford ; 
4,  Flags  of  all  Nations;  5,  English,  French,  and  Russian 
Orders ;  6,  Arms  of  all  the  Cambridge  Colleges  (publishing), 
london :  Gbo.  Musorats  4  Ca,  Tumham  Green,  W. 


Ts  ForeiffH  Stamp  and  Orat  CbUedore, 

Stafford    Smith    and    Smith's    Monthly 

circular  for  April  will  be  sent  gmtb  and  post  free  to  any 
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Stafford   Smith  and  Smith's  DescriptlvB 

Price  Catalogue  of  many  hundred  varieties  of  British,  Culouial, 
and  Foreign  Postage  Stamps.  lUustratod  with  Fae-suuile 
Engraviu^sof  Rare  Stamps.    Price  4d. ;  post  finw,  5d, 

BeavAifully  printed  in  Colour*. 

Stafford  Smith  and  Smith's  Kew  and  Com- 
pete set  of  Postnge-Stamp  Album  L^>oIs.  Coo^maing 
upwards  of  130  Titles,  goQg^.^>hically  arranged  by  Dr.  J.  R. 
Grat,  P.R.&,  p.L.s.,  F.z.a,  Ac,  of  the  Britidi  Museum.  Will 
be  ready  ob  the  1st  of  May. 

Important  to  tkoet  about  to  OoUeet. 

Stafford  Smith  and  Smith's  Five-Shilling 

Patcketof  Foreign  Postage  Stamps.  Contaiuiut?  50  varietioa 
of  Foreign  Stomps,  all  in  good  condition,  many  being  uo- 
obliterated.    Postftree,  58.  Id. 
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[Gmlmufdfrom  o»r  lat(). 
DOZE  THE  FIRST.— PART  I. 

THE   CROSS   0?  SAVOT. 
'  Twice  (ereii  ages  piua  awn;. 
Stioe  Italia  own'd  Uis  swit; 

Of  a.  kiiig  1 
Twice  (even  ages  !□  hia  grave, 
Bestetlk  Odouoer  brave, — 

Her  Inst  king  1 
Joyful  now  again  her  face, — 
Victor  cornea,  of  Savoy's  race ; 

Hail  him  king  ! ' 
'Mt  native  place,'  commenced  the  postage 
stamp,    'JB    Florence — Florence    the   beau- 
Ho.  4.   Hay  1, 1863.    Frloe  Fourpenoe.] 


tifnl— -and  I  am  proud  of  it.  I  have  heard 
it  said,  "  See  Florence,  and  die  !  "  I  any. 
See  Florence,  and  live  there.  Lovely  ie  the 
climate,  pare  the  air,  kind  are  the  people. 
What  noble  piles  of  building  rear  their  tops 
between  the  hill  of  Fiesole,  covered  with 
villas  and  plea^are  grounds,  on  one  side, 
and  the  Belvedere  fort  and  gardeus  of 
Boboli  on  the  other  !  Were  not  the  bore 
tops  of  the  Apennines  an  occasional  resting- 
place  for  the  eyes,  they  might  ache  from 
the  contemplation  of  such  an  accumnlation 
of  delights. 

'  Catliedrals,  in  all  their  variety  of  archi- 
tectnral  grandenr,  tower  in  every  city  of 
Enrope;  but  the  Duomo  of  Horence  may 
vie  with  the  noblest.  I  could  expatiate  on 
the  Museum,  Library,  and  Cliapel  of  the 
Medici,  the  Palazzi  Vecchio  and  Pitti,  and 
"the  statue  that  enchants  the  world;"  but 
if  yon  have  seen  Florence,  yon  do  not  need 
my  description ;  and  if  you  have  not,  I  should 
despnir  of  impressing  you  with  a  full  appre- 
ciation of  it. 

'  There,  then,  was  I  ushered  into  being. 

But  before  I  proceed  with  my  adventures,  I 

ought  to  afford  yon  some  information  [atford 

ma  information  !  but  I  had  nothing  for  it  but 

[Begiatarad  tbr  TnuismisBian  Abroad. 
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to  grin  and  bear]  abont  the  glorious  badge 
I  am  privileged  to  wear,  and  the  noble  bouse 
it  represents,-— a  princely  house  when  you 
foggy  islanders  were  just  beginning  to 
emerge  from  barbarism  !  [an  impertinent 
little  jackanapes  !]. 

'  Shall  I  tell  you  of  our  brave  progenitor, 
Humbert  the  White-handed  of  Maurienne  ? — 
of  that  Amadeus,  who  earned  the  appellation 
of  "Caudatus,"  by  refusing  to  attend  the 
lev^e  of  the  German  Emperor  Henry  un- 
accompanied by  his  retinue  of  nobles; — of 
his  successor,  who  first  bore  the  title  of 
Count  of  Savoy ;— of  the  conqueror  of  the 
Chablais  and  Aosta ;— of  the  Great  Amadeus, 
who,  defending  the  Christian  Rhodians 
against  the  Turks,  assumed  the  sacred  white 
cross  I  bear  ? — look  at  it ! ' 

*And  look  at  mine,  too  !'  briskly  inter- 
polated another  of  the  little  phantom  flutter- 
ers,  'I  do  not  see  why  Peter  should  be 
forgotten, — ^Peter,  who  obtained  the  Pays 
de  Vaud, — nvy  country, — and  in  whose 
honour  I  claim  the  Savoy  Cross.  He  was 
the  uncle  of  one  of  your  kings,  and  lived  in 
the  Savoy  Palace,  built  for  him  on  the  banks 
of  your  Thames.' 

*  Well,'  continued  my  former  interlocutor, 
evidently  annoyed  at  the  interruption,  *if 
you  have  quite  finished,  I  may  proceed.  I 
was  about  to  mention  Amadeus,  the  "  Green 
Count,"  who  planted  the  White  Cross  of 
Savoy  on  the  walls  of  GaUipoli ;  and  who, 
splendidly  entertaining  the  Emperor  Charles 
in  his  passage  through  Chamberry,  in  token 
of  fealty,  allowed  five  of  the  banners  of  his 
tributary  dominions  to  be  laid  at  the  feet  of 
his  suzerain,  but  would  not  permit  my  white 
cross  to  be  lowered  like  the  others, — exclaim- 
ing, that  it  never  yet  had  been,  nor  ever 
should  bo,  please  God  ! 

'  I  sadden  at  the  name  of  Nice,  acquired 
by  his  son,  the  "  Red  Count,"  now,  alas  !  for 
ever  alienated  from  our  inheritance.  Then 
follows  that  romantic  compound  of  prince 
and  priest, — that  amalgamation  of  luxury, 
piety,  and  chivalry; — in  marvellous  suc- 
cession, first  Count,  then  Duke,  then  Hermit, 
and  then  Pope  ! 

'  The  more  modem  history  of  our  House 
exhibits  us  ever  brave,  and  ever  successfal, 
too ;  maintaining  our  ground  amid  all  the 


turmoils  and  revolutions  that  distracted 
Italy;  until,  by  their  gallantry  and  perse- 
verance, our  Dukes  became  enroUed  as 
kings  among  the  regal  families  of  Europe. 
The  culminating  point  of  our  glory  is  almost 
reached.  Victor  Emmanuel  of  Savoy  is 
King  of  all  Italy,  in  name ;  and  the  time 
approaches  for  realising  the  proud  appellap 
tion.' 

*Not  yet,'  hurriedly  interposed  a  stamp 
effigying  a  tiara  and  crossed  keys ;  '  the  Hofy 
Father  still  holds  the  patrimony  of  St. 
Peter, — ^by  the  gift  of  heaven,  his  inalienable 
inheritance  to  all  time.' 

*  Right  well  and  truly  put, '  chimed  in 
chorus  two  youthftil  heads,  and  a  coronetted 
queen ;  *  the  Virgin  Mother  will  afford  her 
protection  to  the  vicegerent  of  her  Son.' 

*  Till  I  withdraw  mww,'  was  the  imperious 
dictum  of  a  laurelled  head,  marked  nmnis- 
takeably  with  the  attributes  of  decision, 
energy,  and  indomitable  perseverance. 

*  Really  !  gentlemen — and  lady,'  rgoined, 
with  offended  dignity,  my  pertinacious  little 
friend,  *  I  pronounce  these  interruptions 
most  uncourteous.  I  am  attempting  to 
instruct  as  well  as  entertain  this  man ; — not 
that  he  seems  properly  to  appreciate  my 
endeavours,  or  he  would  not  turn  and  toss 

about  in  so  inelegant  a  manner .'      Here 

incubus  and  indignation  had  a  strong  tustle 
for  victory ;  but  the  former  triumphed,  and 
I  could  not  wake. 

PART  II. 

*  WHICH  WILL   CONQUER  ?  ' 

*  Spirit  of  good,  and  spirit  of  ill — 
Ever  controlling  the  wavering  will ! 
That,  uplifting  to  realms  of  light ; 
This,  debasing  to  gloomiest  night.* 

*  The  day  of  my  first  appearance  in  public 
life,'  resumed  the  stamp,  '  was  a  busy  one  in 
Florence.  When  the  imperial  originals  of 
the  two  heads  who  have  just  had  the  im- 
politeness to  interrupt  me,  meeting  at  an 
obscure  town  of  the  Mincio,  terminated  their 
war  quite  as  unexpectedly  as  they  had  under- 
taken it,  by  the  treaty  of  Villafranca,  and 
recognised  the  real  essence  of  peace, — non- 
intervention,— they  simply  consohdated  the 
advantages  already  virtually  secured  by  the 
successful  insurrections  of  Modena,  Parma, 
Bologna,  and  Florence. 
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'Nevertheless,  tlie  recognition  of  their 
independence  by  most  of  the  great  powers  of 
Europe  was  accepted  with  gratitude  by  the 
cities  of  Italy ;  and  the  lively  Florentines, 
proud  of  the  interest  taken  in  their  openly 
or  tacitly  acknowledged  king,  made  holiday 
whenever  himself,  or  even  any  of  his  minis- 
ters or  generals,  passed  through  their  city. 

*  Grreat,  then,  was  the  excitement  prevail- 
ing on  the  announcement  that  (Jaribaldi,  the 
"hero  of  a  hundred  fights,"  would  sun  the 
Tuscan  capital  with  his  presence  for  a  few 
hours,  and  receive  an  address  of  welcome 
from  the  magistracy,  nobles,  and  citizens,  at 
the  Pitti  Palace. 

'Brighter  shone  the  sun,  and  more  in- 
tensely blue  appeared  the  sky,  to  the  ex- 
pectant eyes  of  the  happy  multitudes 
thronging  the  streets,  from  the  Porta  San 
Piero  to  the  Porta  San  Gallo. 

*As  usual  on  such  occasions,  hours  before 
the  welcome  visitor  could  possibly  arrive, 
every  spot  of  'vantage  ground  was  occupied 
^^  eager  claimants  for  the  best  view.  Sol- 
fliers,  peasants,  artisans,  citizens,  and  beg- 
gars jostled  indiscriminately  together ;  and 
the  curiosity  incidental  to  human  nature 
attracted  from  the  close  walls  of  the  monas- 
teries a  fiur  proportion  of  monks,  many  of 
whom,  however,  not  altogether  satisfied  with 
the  change  of  government,  and  feeling  a  dim 
impression  of  the  incompatibility  of  freedom 
«nd  papal  priesthood,  wore  on  their  brows 
something  besides,  and  rhyming  with,  their 
cowls. 

*  Join  with  me  a  group  in  the  Via  Romana, 
opposite  the  garden  of  Boboli.  There  was 
I,  having  been  just  purchased  from  the  post 
office  by  my  then  possessor.  Shall  I  ever 
see  him  more?  I  was  fascinated  at  first 
sight,  but  could  not  tell  then,  nor  can  I  now, 
whether  he  most  attracted  or  repelled  me. 
I  felt  not  the  sharp  scissors  that  cut  me  from 
^J  fellows  on  the  sheet,  gazing  and  wonder- 
^g  at  the  form  of  a  prince  invested  in  gar- 
Dients  of  bare  mediocrity  ;  was  dropped  into 
•  purse  containing  but  a  very,  very  scant 
supl^y  of  coin ;  and  instantaneously,  at  the 
5<»rtact  of  his  hand,  became  the  sharer  of  his 
uunost  thoughts,  the  witness  of  his  aspira- 
^on&,  his  je^ousies,  his  love,  and  his  hate. 

*  Sad  was  the  expression  of  his  noble  coun- 


tenance, as,  with  an  artist's  eye,  he  contem* 
plated  the  crowd  assembled  to  welcome  the 
hero. 

*"I  grudge  not  his  fame;  well  has  he 
merited  it,"  was  his  internal  ejaculation, 
"but  why  was  I  not  vouchsafed  opportu- 
nities for  signalising  myself,  too  ?  I  might 
have  been  courted,  admired,  extolled  !  She 
would  not  have  been  denied  me ;  and  he " 

*  I  was  startled  at  the  vehemence  of  his 
internal  emotion.  The  face  was  that  of  an 
archangel  stQl ;  but  an  archangel  faUeji. 

* "  Santa  ApoUonia  bless  thee,  my  son  !  " 
uttered  a  passing  nun,  noting  the  wild  ex- 
pression. Something  in  the  address,  by  a 
rapid  association  of  ideas,  seemed  to  act  as 
balm  on  his  ruffled  feelings,  and  he  regained 
his  self-control ;  and,  spite  of  bitter  thought, 
could  not  but  feel  interest  in  the  conversa- 
tion held  around  him. 

'Garibaldi  was  naturally  the  universal 
theme;  and  an  old  sailor,  once  the  depen- 
dant, then  the  partaker  of  the  fallen  fortunes 
of  his  father  at  Nice,  the  hero's  birth-place, 
was  enrapturing  his  attentive  audience  with 
reminiscences  of  his  early  life.  He  told  of 
the  escapade  of  the  youthful  adventurer ; 
how,  with  the  persuasive  powers  which  he 
turned  to  such  an  extraordinary  account  in 
after  years,  he  induced  some  of  his  school- 
companions  to  venture  with  a  few  provisions 
in  an  open  boat  to  seek  their  fortunes.  The 
old  man  expatiated  on  the  mortification  of 
the  boys,  on  their  little  barque  being  over- 
taken by  their  young  captain's  father,  and 
their  ignominiously  entering  the  harbour  in 
close  custody.  He  told  how,  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago,  in  the  guise  of  a  peasant,  he 
escaped,  at  seven  in  the  evening,  a  proscribed 
man,  from  the  gates  of  Grenoa ; — how  the 
first  appeara^e  of  his  name  in  a  public 
gazette  was  coupled  with  a  sentence  of 
death  ! 

*  I  can  tell  you  something  about  him,  too,' 
cried  a  queer-looking  stamp  with  nothing 
but  figures  on  it,  twice  the  size  of  any  of  the 
others.  *  I  was  not  in  being  at  the  time ;  but 
I  have  heard  my  compatriots  talk  of  his 
kindness  to  the  Brazilian  prisoners  of  war ; 
and  of  his  generously  refusing  the  valuable 
diamonds  offered  under  mortal  terror.' 

'And  I,'   broke  in  a  stamp  of  Buenos 
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Ayres,  *  can  tell  yon  how,  sailing  on  the  La 
Plata,  and  wanting  fresh  meat,  in  default  of 
a  landing-boat,  he  and  one  of  his  sailors 
launched  the  cabin  dining-table,  reached  the 
shore  in  this  novel  skiff  in  all  safety,  pro- 
cured the  provision,  fastened  it  to  the  up- 
turned legs  of  the  table,  and,  afler  narrowly 
escaping  an  upset,  reached  their  vessel  amid 
the  joyftil  shouts  of  their  hungry  companions. 
And  how  the  traitorous  Rosas,  forbidding 
him  to  leave  Gualaguay  (whither  he  had 
gone  for  surgical  aid,  aiter  a  severe  wound 
received  in  his  first  battle),  as  soon  as  the 
partial  recovery  of  his  health  allowed,  he 
escaped;  but,  pursued  and  brought  back, 
tied  hand  and  foot  on  horseback,  and  ex- 
posed to  the  stings  of  mosquitos  for  a  jour- 
ney of  four-and-fifly  miles,  he  was  cruelly 
beaten  and  tortured  by  the  governor,  because 
he  would  not  divulge  the  names  of  the  par- 
ties who  had  frimished  him  with  the  means 
of  escape.' 

*  And  my  grateful  people,*  interposed  an 
outlandish-looking  individual,  appearing  to 
represent  the  rising  sun,  '  talk  of  the  time 
when,  his  sole  possessions  being  his  sword, 
carbine,  beloved,  devoted,  and  heroic  wife, 
and  the  infant  boy  that  he  oflen  carried 
across  rivers  wrapped  up  in  a  handkerchief 
tied  round  his  neck,  he  nobly  fought  for 
their  independence.  From  our  place,  some 
fifteen  years  since,  Gkribaldi,  with  the  rem- 
nant of  the  Italian  Legion,  embarked  for 
Europe,  to  brave  the  armies  threatening  the 
early  struggles  of  the  Italian  Republic' 

(To  he  conUnued.) 

A  DESCRIPTIVE  LIST  OF  THE  ENVE- 
LOPES, LABELS,  AND  EMBOSSED 
STAMPS  SUGGESTBD  BEFORE 
THE  ISSUE  OP  THE  VIGNETTE 
MULREADY  ENVELOPE. 

BT  DR.   J.   B.   GRAY,   F.E.S.,   P.L.8.,   F.Z.S.,   ETC., 
OF  THE   BRITISH  MUSEUM. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  real  origin 
of  the  postage  stamp — in  England  at  least, 
where  a  cheap  uniform  postage  prepaid  by 
stamps  was  first  used — was  derived  from 
the  duty  stamp  upon  newspapers,  affixed  to 
obtain  a  revenue,  and  also  probably  to  dimi- 


nish their  circulation  by  making  them  dear ; 
as  in  after  time  it  gave  the  paper  that  bore 
it  free  circulation  through  the  post.  It  was 
natural  that  it  should  l^ul  to  the  idea  thai 
letters  with  stamps  might  also  have  free 
circulation ;  and  thus  that  which  was  done 
to  confine  information,  as  in  many  other 
cases,  has  become  one  of  the  great  means  of 
spreading  education,  information,  and  social 
intercourse  among  the  people  at  large. 
From  newspapers  the  transition  to  letters 
was  easy  and  natural.  The  printer  and 
bookseller  seem  first  to  have  suggested  that 
the  same  facilities  should  be  accorded  to  all 
printed  matter, — see  evidence  of  Mr.  Charles 
Whiting,  in  Eeport  on  the  Select  Committee  on 
Postage,  Vol.  iv.,  p.  391,  where  he  states  he 
suggested  this  plan  to  the  post  office  and 
other  establishments  in  1830;  and  by  Mr. 
Charles  Knight  in  1834,  which  is  the  year 
that  I  also  recommended  that  a  uniform 
postage  prepaid  by  stamps  should  be  used 
for  letters. 

About  this  period  great  attention  was  paid 
to  the  post  office ;  and  fortunately  there  was 
a  postmaster-general — ^the  Duke  of   Rich- 
mond— ^in   office  who    seemed    desirous  to 
give  every  facility  to  the  public ;  and  the 
Government  had  appointed  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion which  were  industrious  in  obtaining  the 
best  information,  and  which  put  forth  a  suc- 
cession of  excellent  reports,  each  tending  to 
increase  the  usefolness  of  the  establishment. 
With  these  previous  proposals  of  the  use  of 
stamps,  it  is  curious  to  observe  that  Mr.  Hill, 
in  his  first  pamphlet  that  he  circulated  am<Higst 
his  friends  in  1837,  marked  'private  and  con- 
fidential,* does  not  refer,  or  in  any  means 
suggest  the  use  of  stamps  for  prepaym^it 
of  letters  ;   but  proposes  that   the   money 
should  be  paid  over  the  counter  of  the  re- 
ceiving  office,    when   the   letter   has    been 
weighed  by  the  receiver;  and  it  was  only 
when  he  was  called  before  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  the  post  office,  about  the  middle 
of  February,  1837,  that  he  first  mentioned 
the   'second  method'   of  collecting   of  the 
postage  by  envelopes  or  stamps.     The  evi- 
dence there  given  is  reprinted  in  the  second 
edition  of  the  pamphlet  on  postage  reform — 
the  first  that  he  published — ^which  was  issued 
in  March,    1837.       It  is    to    be    specially 
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observed  tbat  it  is  the  adoption  of  the  stamp, 
and  not  the  uniform  system  of  postage,  that 
most  foreign  governments  have  used;  and 
that  it  is  the  collection  of  taxes  by  stamps 
that  this  government  has  brought  into 
such  general  use ;  and  yet  many  persist  in 
calling  this  the  extension  of  Mr.  Hill^s  plan 
to  other  purposes. 

The  Boyal  Commission,  in  their  ninth 
report,  published  in  1837,  recommend  the 
trml  of  the  envelope  and  stamps  ;  but  state 
that  they  could  not  recommend  the  enforce- 
ment of  prepayments.  They  appended  to 
iheiT  TejKxct  specimens  of  the  envelopes  that 
had  been  recommended  and  met  with  their 
approval  At  first,  envelopes  seem  to  have 
been  the  £sivourite ;  but  the  opposition  of  the 
stationers  and  paper  makers,  who  seem  to 
have  feared  a  monopoly,  led  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  adhesive  stamps,  or,  as  they 
were  then  usually  called,  '  labels,'  and  what 
Mr.  Whiting  called  '  Go-frees.* 

The  following  are  the  different  envelopes, 
\  labels,  and  stamps,  which  have  occurred  to 
me.  They  are  now  very  difficult  to  be  pro- 
cured. 

L  The  Royal  Commission  on  the  post 
office,  in  their  ninth  report,  published  in  1837, 
recommended  that  the  system  of  postage 
envelopes  should  be  tried ;  and  they  issued 
with  their  report  two  patterns  of  envelopes 
which  had  been  prepared  and  recommended 
by  Mr.  Dickinson,  the  paper  maker. 

1.  A  nearly  square  sheet  of  paper,  folded 
as  an  envelope  in  two  forms ;  covered  with  a 
printed  engine-turned  pattern,  with  a  cir- 
cular engine-turned  frame  round  the  centre, 
with  three  engine-turned  ovals  at  each 
comer,  containing  V.  B,  and  a  crown  in  a 
white,  oval,  central  disc ; — the  alternate  discs 
with  One  penn/y, — Not  to  exceed  07ie  oimce ; 
the  two  others,  with  London  district  post  in 
the  lower  oval  frames.  Printed  in  buff- 
coloured  ink. 

2.  A  sheet  of  paper  of  foolscap  size ;  nearly 
covered  with  an  engine-turned  printed  pat- 
tern, with  a  central,  broad,  marginal  frame, 
leaving  an  oblong  white  centre  for  the 
directions ;  with  V,  B,  and  a  croum  in  each 
comer,  and  Lofidon  district  post  in  upper,  and 
To  carry  not  to  exceed  6  ounces  in  the  lower, 


comers ;  with  Fost-office  cover,  in  an  oblong 
frame,  near  the  lower  edge  of  the  outer 
frume  of  the  sheet  of  paper.  Printed  in  green 
ink. 

II.  The  following  envelopes,  labels,  and 
embossed  stamps  were  suggested  by  Mr. 
Whiting,  and  submitted  to  the  Government 
and  the  Mercantile  Committee,  and  were 
circulated  during  the  agitation  that  followed 
the  recommendation  of  the  Royal  Com- 
missioners for  what  was  called  the  'Hill 
plan,'  between  1838  and  1840  :— 

I. — ENVELOPES. 

3.  Sheet  of  white  paper,  foolscap  size, 
with  an  oblong,  engine-turned,  printed  centre, 
on  the  outside,  for  the  direction;  with  an 
oval  engine-turned  frame  within  the  outer 
oblong ;  one  with  V.  -B.,  in  a  small  oval- 
framed  disc,  in  the  middle  of  the  upper 
margin ;  Post-office  permit^  in  label,  in  upper 
corners;  Ptice  one  penny, — Matter  not  to 
exceed  in  weiyht  ^  ounce,  in  lower  margin. 
In  pale  green  ink.  Circulated  by  the  Mer- 
cantile Committee,  on  printed  papers,  and 
also  printed  in  the  Post-offixx  Oirctdar,  No.  12, 
for  April  30,  1839. 

4.  Envelope,  with  an  oblong,  transverse, 
white  centre,  with  the  angles  troneated  for 
the  address,  surrounded  by  an  enriched 
scroll  and  foliate  ornamented  frame,  with 
a  group  of  female  figures  at  the  upper 
angles,  and  surrounded  by  a  sub-marginal 
narrow  wreath  of  foliage  and  finiit,  inflected 
so  as  to  form  an  oblong  label,  and  doubled 
so  as  to  form  an  elongated,  transverse  label 
beneath,  with  a  cherub  between  the  upper 
edge  of  the  label  and  the  space  for  the 
direction,  all  on  a  minutely  engine-turned 
ground,  and  surrounded  by  two  lines,  form- 
ing an  external  frame.  Blue  ink,  on  white 
paper. 

4  A.  Like  the  last,  with  the  two  labels 
and  the  centre  filled  with  a  uniform  coloured 
ground.    Printed  in  blue  ink  on  white  paper. 

5.  Envelope,  with  oblong  space  for  direc- 
tions, surrounded  by  three  oblong,  transverse, 
concentric  frames,  with  a  circtdar  shield  at 
each  angle,  two  being  inscribed  F.  B.,  and 
the  other  with  a  nosegay  of  the  throe  em- 
blems, and  with  Uarwood^s  in  the  upper,  and 
Envelope  in  the  lower,    edge.      Inscribed: 
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Specimen  of  evwelope  and  adhesive  label  8ug» 
gested  by  Charles  WliiUng  to  the  Lords  of  Her 
Majesty*s  Treas%i,ry^  as  exemplifying  his  sug- 
gestions  for  carryiiig  out  tJie  mechanical  ac- 
quiremenis  of  a  cheap  postage.  Printed  in 
rose  or  brown  ink. 

On  the  back  there  is  printed  the  small 
two-coloured  stamp,  with  a  crown,  inscribed, 
Principle  suggested,  and  an  embossed  profile 
of  the  Queen,  in  double  &ame,  with  Paid  in 
upper  part  of  outer  one. 

6.  Envelope,  with  an  oblong  space  for 
direction,  with  the  angle  truncated,  sur- 
mounted by  a  double  frame,  with  parts 
of  the  segment  of  a  circle  above  and 
below,  and  oblong  on  the  sides,  all  engine- 
turned  and  enriched  with  scrolls,  and  with 
BoroUs  at  the  angles  ;  all  enclosed  in  an 
oblong,  transverse  frame,  and  engine-turned 
all  over  the  disc  and  frames.  Printed  in 
two  colours,  and  inscribed  in  the  disc. 
Printed  by  Charles  Whiting,  Beaufort  House, 
Strand,  London,  for  protection  against  for- 
gery. This  was  also  published  in  the  Art 
Jourtml  for  1848. 

6  A.  The  Mulready  envelope  design  with 
the  oblong  space ;  above  and  below  the  design 
entirely  occupied  by  the  two  unequal  halves 
of  an  engine-turned  pattern,  surrounded  by  a 
double  engine-turned  frame  ;  the  upper  part 
of  the  lower  smaller  half  inscribed,  in  paler 
large  capital  letters.  Postage ;  the  inscription 
on  the  right  side  commencing  with  Price  of 
Stamps,  and  For  Weights ;  and  on  the  left 
side,  It  is  required,  &c. 

There  are  two  forms,  of  this  envelope;  one 
with  the  bar  between  the  inscriptions  on  the 
sides  solid,  and  the  other  engine-turned. 
There  is  no  inscription  Postage  One  Penny 
on  the  lower  side  of  the  design,  as  in  the  one 
that  was  used. 

n. — ADHESIVE    PRINTED   LABELS    OR    STAMPS. 

7.  A  large  label,  with  1  Penny  in 
an  oval,  engine-turned  frame,  inscribed. 
Post  office,  in  large  italic  coloured  letters, 
with  V,  U,  on  its  outer  sides ;  in  an  oblong, 
erect,  outer  frame  ;  with  white  triangular 
spaces  at  each  angle,  inscribed,  Not  to  exceed 
half  an  ounce.  Printed  in  black,  blue,  or 
red  ink,  with  the  inscription  in  red,  blue,  or 
green  letters. 


8.  A  large  label.  \  ounce^  ld,j  an  a 
small,  red,  circular  disc,  in  oval,  black 
disc,  surrounded  by  three  close  concentric 
engine-turned  frames.  The  middle  frame 
inscribed,  in  pale  letters,  Post-office  permit, 
above  ;  To  carry  matter  not  exceeding  in 
weight,  below.  All  enclosed  in  a  square, 
engine- turned,  printed,  outer  frame.  Printed 
in  black  ink,  on  white  paper,  with  red,  blue, 
or  green  unequal  blotches  across  the  oval 
frames.  These  labels  are  those  first  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  Hill,  who  says,  *  They  are 
made  of  some  paper  difficult  to  imitate,  and, 
like  medicine  stamps,  printed  from  complez 
plates,  with  various  colours  in  the  same 
mipression.'  They  were  circulated  attached 
to  the  left  upper  angle  of  the  letters  by  the 
Mercantile  Cfommittee. 

9.  A  middle-size  labeL  Crown  in  a 
white  oval  disc,  surrounded  by  three  con- 
centric oval  frames ;  the  inner  and  outer  with 
white  engine-turned  pattern ;  the  middle  one 
narrowest ;  dark,  inscribed,  Principle  sug- 
gested,  Beaufort  House,  in  white  letters,  iJl 
in  an  oblong,  erect,  outer  frame,  with  AB  GB, 
in  square  dark  spots,  at  the  angles;  and 
F.  U,,  in  oval,  white  disc,  at  the  sides. 
Printed  in  blue  ink. 

10.  Like  the  former,  but  printed  in  two 
coloured  inks,  viz.,  blue,  with  four  radiating 
lanceolate,  and  four  triangular,  red  blotches. 
These  were  issued  at  the  back  of  *  Har- 
wood's  Envelope,'  and  also  in  the  Art  JouT' 
nal  for  1848. 

11.  Small  label.  M,  italic  iype,  in  a  small 
white,  transverse  oval,  surrounded  by  two 
concentric,  oval  frames ;  the  inner  with  white, 
engine-turned  lines,  the  outer  one  coloured  ; 
inscribed,  in  white  letters,  Post-paid,  above ; 
Beaufort  House,  below  ;  all  in  oblong,  trans- 
verse, outer  frame.  Printed  in  black  ink, 
with  four  lanceolate,  and  four  triangular, 
red  blotches. 

III. — EMBOSSED   STAMPS. 

12.  Embossed  white  profile  of  the  Queen 
to  the  right,  without  any  tiara,  and  with  a 
dependent  curl  behind,  in  two  oval  concen- 
tric frames,  with  engine-turned,  white,  em- 
bossed lines ;  the  outer  frame  interrupted  at 
the  upper  part  by  a  white-lined  label,  with 
Paid,    in    white,  embossed,   capital   letters. 
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Printed  in  red,  green,  bine,  and  other 
cdoored  inks,  on  a  white  and  coloured  note 
paper,  at  the  left  upper  comer  of  envelopes, 
and  on  card,  and  at  the  back  of  '  Harwood's 
Envelope.* 

13.  Like  the  former  (No.  12),  but  sur- 
ronnded  with  a  third  outer  concentric  fi*ame, 
and  with  the  label  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
second  or  middle  frame,  without  any  letters, 
and  dark.  Printed  in  black  ink,  on  paper 
and  on  card. 

14.  A  small  stamp.  Embossed  white 
profile  of  the  Queen  to  the  left,  with  tiara, 
and  without  any  pendent  curl  behind,  in 
oral  frame,  with  engine-turned  embossed 
lines  and  outer  edges,  without  any  in- 
scription. I  have  seen  two  forms  of  this 
stamp,  the  oval  being  rather  wider,  and  the 
profile  more  in  the  middle  of  the  disc. 

15.  A  small  stamp,  like  the  former,  but 
the  upper  half  of  the  frame  with  Postage  cnie 
penny,  inscribed  in  the  embossed  lines,  in 
SDiall,  dark,  sunken,  capital  letters.  Blue 
ink,  on  card  and  on  paper. 

16.  Small  stamp,  like  the  former,  but 
the  upper  half  of  the  frame  uniformly  dark, 
without  any  embossed  lines,  and  inscribed, 
in  embossed  white,  capital,  letters,  Postage 
one  penny.  Blue,  brown,  and  red  ink,  on 
card  and  on  paper. 

17.  Large  stamp,  like  No.  14,  but  en- 
close in  a  second  oval  frame,  with  white, 
embossed,  engine-turned  line,  inscribed,  in 
large,  white,  coloured-edged,  capital  letters, 
Postage  one  penny;  and  with  a  spreading 
group  of  the  rose,  shamrock,  and  thistle  in 
the  middle  beneath.  Printed  in  dark  or 
pale  blue  and  rose-coloured  ink,  on  paper 
and  on  card;  generally  surrounded  by  a 
coloured  ring,  shovring  the  size  of  the  die. 

18.  A  Is^ge  stamp,  exactly  like  the  pre- 
ceding, but  the  outer  fittme  interrupted  at 
tiie  upper  hal^  and  the  plain  coloured  label 
inscribed,  in  smaller  white,  embossed,  capital 
letters.  Postage  one  penny.  Rose-coloured 
ink,  oa  paper  or  on  card,  and  generally  sur- 
ronnded  with  a  blur  of  coloured  ink,  show- 
ing the  size  of  the  die. 

19.  A  large  stamp,  exactly  like  the  pre- 
ceding, but  the  ^oup  of  emblems  below  is 
more  condensed,  and  the  upper  part  of  the 
outer  frame  is  plain,  dark  coloured,  without 


any  embossed  white  lines ;  inscribed,  in  white 
raised  capitals,  Postage  \d.  Half  ounce. 
Red,  blue,  or  brown  ink,  on  card  or  on 
white  or  coloured  paper. 

20.  A  small  stamp,  with  embossed  white 
profile  of  the  Queen  to  the  left;,  with  a 
tiai*a,  and  a  dependent  curl  behind,  enclosed 
in  an  oval  frame,  with  white,  raised,  engine- 
turned  lines.  Black,  blue,  and  red  ink,  on 
paper  or  on  card. 

21.  A  small  stamp,  like  the  preceding, 
but  the  frame  inscribed  with  Postage  one 
penmj,  in  dark,  sunken,  thick,  capital  letters, 
as  wide  as  the  fiume.  Blue,  brown,  or  red 
ink,  on  card  or  on  paper. 

22.  A  small  stamp,  like  the  preceding, 
but  Postage  one  penny  in  rather  smaller  and 
thinner,  sunken,  dark,  capital  letters.  Black, 
blue,  brown,  and  red  ink,  on  card  or  on 
paper. 

23.  A  small  stamp,  like  the  preceding, 
but  Postage  one  penny  in  small,  thick,  sunken, 
dark,  capital  letters,  not  half  the  width  of 
the  fiume.  Blue,  red,  and  black  ink,  on 
card  or  on  paper. 

24.  A  larger  stamp,  like  the  pi^eceding, 
but  in  a  double,  oval,  concentric  frame ;  the 
outer  frtime  with  the  rose,  shamrock,  and 
thistle  below ;  the  upper  half  dark,  sunken, 
without  any  embossed  lines,  and  inscribed, 
in  moderate-sized,  white,  embossed  capitals, 
Postage  one  penny.  Red,  brown,  and  black 
ink,  on  card  or  paper. 

25.  A  circular  stamp,  with  a  white,  em- 
bossed profile  of  the  Queen  to  left,  in  her  tiara, 
and  dependent  curl  behind;  and  of  Prince 
Albert,  behind,  in  a  circular  coloured  disc, 
surrounded  by  a  double  linear,  raised,  ring- 
edge.  Embossed  on  the  angles  of  envelopes. 
An  inscribed  frame  could  have  been  added 
if  it  had  come  into  use. 

26.  A  large  stamp,  with  oval  disc,  and  a 
crown  between  Y.  B.  above  ;  with  Post  Office, 
in  a  curved  band,  rather  above  the  centre ;  and 
One  Penny,  Half  Ounce,  below ;  all  enclosed 
in  an  oval,  embossed,  lined  fiume.  Printed 
in  blue  ink,  on  card  and  paper. 


Amebican  Postal  Statistics. — During  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1861,  no  leas  than  211,788,518 
stamps,  and  26,027,300  stamped  envelopes,  wera 
issued  and  sold  in  the  United  States  of  America. 
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ADDENDA  TO  MOUNT   BROWNS 
CATALOGUE  OF  POSTAGE  STAMPS, 

COUPBISINQ  NOTES,  ADDITIONS,  AND  EMENDATIONS, 
BY  C.  W,  TINEK,  A.M.,  PH.D. 

^rrat  3§ritein. 

(essays  conti.vced). 
The  able  band  of  the  fortunate  possessor  of 
a  well-nigh  uuiqae  collection  of  these  bcaa- 
tifttl  essays,  having  minutely  described  them 
in  another  part  of  tliis  number,  we  content 
ouraelvea,  for  the  sake  of  unifonaity,  with  a 
bare  mention  of  those  not  specified  in  Mr. 
Brown's  work. 

The  Mulready  envelopes,  black  and  blue, 
are  each  printed  in  two  forms,— one  for 
covers,  and  another  for  envelopes  ;^and  also 
W.th  a  close  engine-turned  design,  nearly 
covering  the  reverse,  in  lieu  of  the  band 
fltamj>ed  with  postaije,  &c. 

The  very  elaborate  envelope  iu  blue  on 
white,  and  also  on  blue ;  and,  we  believe,  in 
other  colours. 

Harwood's  envelopes,  as  suggested  by 
Charles  Whiting ;  colours,  browu  and  pink. 

Charles  Whiting's,  in  multifarious  colours, 
for  the  prevention  of  forgery. 

The  fourth  essay  mentioned  in  the  cata- 
logue as  green  atul  red,  blue  uiul  Ted,  is  also 
red  and  blue,  black  and  red,  and  otherwise. 

The  next  (of 
which  a  figure  is 
given)  is  black, 
with  light  and 
dark  red. 

Something  simi- 
lar to  these  are  the 
Beaufort  House 
specimens ;  scarlet 
and  green  on  white, 
and  blue  on  white; 
and  n  smaller  sort,  Fosl-paUl,  Om  Peniti/. 

There  is  a  brown,  as  well  as  the  blaok  and 
blue,  of  1838 ;  a  pale  and  a  deep  pink,  in 
addition  to  the  light  green  next  mentioned  ; 
and  a  black,  similar  in  all  respects,  with  the 
exception  of  Paid  on  the  top. 

The  following  are  not  represented  in  the 
oatalojfue  : — 
White  head  of  Queen,  in  cftmeo,  on  dark 


blue ;  the    same,  with  Pottage  One  Penny ; 
tlie  same,  sUghtly  varied  in  design ;  ditto,  on 

White  cameo  head,  engine-turned  border, 
Postatje  (hie  Fewiij,  on  a  ground  of  light 
blue,  dark  blue,  and  pink;  a  variety  of  these 
on  dark  blue  also ;  and  another  diversity  in 
blue,  black,  and  brown. 

The  heads  of  the  Queen  and  Prince  Albert 
together  on  an  envelope,  like  the  coins  of 
William  and  Mary,  and 

The  very  elaborate  speoimen  representod 
in  the  Art  Joumal. 

We  have  bat  to  remark  that  we  have 
never  seen  the  figured  values'  on  the  backs 
of  the  18(>2  impressions  in  the  11.  or  2  1 ; 
that  the  4A  1.  is  violet  on  a  pale  blue  ground  ; 
that  there  is  a  variety  of  the  10  1.  with  the 
Bpandrils  scarcely  distinguishable,  owing  to 
greater  fulness  of  the  pattern ;  and  that  the 
dark  browu  1  1.  seems  to  be  giving  place  to 
the  lighter  colonr. 

A  4d.  was  expected,  but  has  not  yet 
appeared. 

famlrttrg. 

Besides  the  red,  there  is  a  rose-coloured 
impression,  on  white  paper,  of  Hamer  and 
Go's  envelopes. 

We  are  given  to  understand  that  there  is 
no  firm  in  Hamburg  owning  the  name  of 
Lairenz  ;  and  that  the  10  I  schilling,  and  the 
same  number  of  \  schilling  stamps,  pnrport- 
ing  to  be  issued  as  '  Verein  Hamburyer  Hoten, 
Th.  Lafreiiz,'  emanate  &om  the  combined 
'  honesty '  (?)  and  ingenuity  of  an  enter- 
prising engraver,  willing  to  reap  a  harvest 
from  the  credulity  of  collectors.  We  shall 
be  most  happy  to  contradict  this  on  praper 
autkoritij,  tbe  more  so,  as  the  expulsion  of 
them  from  our  collection  as  cheats  and  im- 
postors will  leave  a  hiatug  vabli  drjlendu«. 
There  is  another  set  of  C.  Hamer's  Boten  on 
rose,  blue,  and  buff  paper,  with  the  repre- 
sentation of  a  comntiiiaumaiie  carrying  a  let- 
tor;  dato  18C1 ;  3  schlg.,  rose ;  6  schlg.,  buif ; 
and  8  schlg.,  blue,  rose,  and  buff. 

We  have  seen  other  stamps,  purporting  to 
be  Hamburg  looals,  in  collections ;  but  not 
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l>eing  able  to  vouch  for  their  antbenticitj, 
forbear  descriptioii  for  the  present. 

Hamer  and  Co.  having  cast  their  mantle 
upon  Scheerenbeck,  he  has  discarded  the 
Hamburg  Castle  from  his  stamps,  and  just 
issned  a  new  series  of  stamps,  valne  not 
specified,  smaUer  than  his  former.  They 
are  npright  oblong,  bearing  the  figure  of  a 
eommissioncure  carrying  a  letter,  in  the  oval 
centre  of  a  garter  inscribed  with  his  name, 
and  again  encircled  by  an  oval  band,  bearing 

the  legend,  InstUtU  Ham' 
burger  Boten.  In  each  of 
the  fonr  comers  is  a  sealed 
envelope.  The  colours  are 
not  precisely  the  same  as 
the  former  series  ;  being 
stone  blue,  aisure,  light 
grey,  flesh-drab,  brown- 
drab,  rose-lilac,  violet-lilac,  ochre,  yellow, 
and  green.  An  engraving  of  one  of  these  is 
appended. 

We  have  elsewhere  ventured  an  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  authenticity  of  the  1  guten- 
groschen,  blue,  and  may  add  that  we  possess 
a  variety  of  the  one-fifleenth  thaler,  issue 
1858,  on  tinted  paper. 

There  is  a  variety  of  the  10  c.  red  on  rose- 
tinted  paper. 

DUTCH  GUIANA. 

We  heard  of  one  of  these  curious  and  rare 
stamps  coming  on  a  letter  from  Java. 

There  is  a  peculiarity  hitherto  unnoticed 
in  the  old  4  annas ;  the  blue  head  being  evi- 
dently stamped  separately  from  the  frame. 
This  will  be  readily  seen  from  the  com- 
parison of  a  few  individuals ;  the  head  being 
iometimes  in  the  middle,  and  sometimes 
encroaching  on  the  upper,  and  frequently  on 
the  lower,  port  of  the  frame. 

We  have  never  identified  the  |,  1,  or 
2  annas  on  blue  paper  :  our  (nange  and 
oar  rose  varieties  of  the  latter  are  both  on 
white  paper;  and  the  4^axlna8  stamps  are 
printed  on  white,  bluish,  and  also  yellowish 
iintod  paper. 


IWff. 

We  have  seen  the  4i0  c.  of  the  impression 
of  1852  on  buff-coloured  paper ;  and  possess 
an  essay  of  the  1856  issue  of  the  same  stamp 
in  YAsck.  The  stamps  of  the  latter  date  are 
now  perforated;  although,  strange  to  say, 
that  improvement  is  not  adopted  in  the  new 
issue  of  the  present  year.  We  have  the 
10  c.  in  four  perfectly  distinct  shades  of 
colour. 

The  15  c,  blue,  similar  to  the  stamps  just 
mentioned ;  the  15  c.  described  and  ngured 
in  the  last  number  of  this  magazine;  and 
also  the  10  c.  Se^a  Tassa,  are  to  be  added 
to  the  list  of  Italian  stamps. 

NEAPOUTAN    PBOVINOES. 

The  ^  tomese  is  issued  in  pea-green,  and 
dark  grass-gp*een ;  and  the  50  grana  in  light 
grey,  and  dark  lavender, — almost  blue. 

There  are  two  shades  of  the  Id.,  blue,  and 
the  6d.,  lilac. 

(To  he  oantmued,) 

STAMPS  NEWLY  ISSUED,  OR  FIRST 

DESCRIBED. 

Wb  have  just   received    some   warranted 

fmuine  specimens  of  the  old  issue  of  Monte 
ideo.  They  are  very  similar  to  thg 
stamps  in  actual  use,  but  more  coarsely 
executed,  as  if  the  work  of  a  'prentice  hand. 
The  letters  and  figures  of  the  inscription  are 
much  larger,  as  is  also  the  fiice  *  of  the  sun. 
Besides  the  180  c,  green,  and  240  c,  scarlet, 
there  is  the  120  c,  blue. 

We  believe  the  curious  TMigmcia^  or 
Express  stamps  of  the  Argentine  Confedera- 
tion, sae  as  yet  undescru)ed.  In  pattern 
these  are  like  the  labels  of  Monte  Video; 
but,  similar  to  the  Argentines,  they  are  i^ 
right  rectang^ular ;  and  the  value  is  in  oei^ 
tavos,  not  centesimos.  They  are  printed  in 
red,  gpreen,  and  blue,  on  a  white  ground; 
having  the  word  dUigmoia  on  the  top,  a 
small  Greek  or  rather  Egyptian  paitom  at 
the  sides,  and  the  value  beneath.  The  red 
is  1  real ;  the  green,  80  centavos ;  and  the 
blue,  60  centavoB.  Of  one  of  these  oariona 
impressiona  we  think  of  giving  onr  sob- 
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aoribers  an  engrsving  in  Uie  Jane  ntunbOT  of 
the  nugasine. 

Portugal  has  jiut  afforded  an  addition  to 
the  stamp  collector's  album, 
of  which  a  portrait  is  sub- 
joined. It  is,  like  its  con- 
geners, in  white  relief,  on 
a  verf  rich  .orange-yellow 
croond ;  Correio,  above ;  and 
10  Beit,  benea^  and  on 
each  side. 

A  very  large  nomber  of  novel  United 
States  local  stiumM  have  appeat«d  since  tJie 
publication  of  Hu-.  Brown's  catalogne ;  bnt 
we  forbear  describing  any  of  them  nntil 
their  jilaoo  c<sne8  in  due  order.  We  have 
to  notice  a  new  Coniederate,  printed  in 
bine  on  white;  rectangular,  upright;  5  Cents 
in  a  narrow  oval,  circumscribed  by  an  oval 
band,  with  the  inscription,  P.  0.,  Gharietton, 
8.  C,  [Southern  CoiuTederacy]  Pottage  Paid  : 
the  fignrtf^  in  each  of  the  four  corners. 

The  last  mail  &om  Queensland  brought 
the  penny  stamp  changed  to  a  brick  red ; 
and  we  have  just  received  from  New  Bruns- 
wick the  5  cents  of  what  is  called  the  new 
shade  of  green,  very  different  from  the  old 
impression,  llie  same  change  has  also  taken 
place  with  regard  to  the  10  centavos  of  the 
Aiventine  B«pnblic. 

la  allusion  to  the  appended  engravings 
of  two  of  the  genuine  stamps  of  l£}nolula, 


we  would  remark,  on  authority,  that  the 
figures  on  the  13  cents  and  5  cents  repre- 
sent King  Kamehameha  the  Great ;  and  that 
on  the  2  cents,  Uka  Leta,  the  present  sove- 
reign Eamehaineha  the  Fourth ;  that  these 
three  stamps  are  printed  in  the  United 
States ;  and  the  1  cent  and  2  oents,  name. 
rical  figures,  are  done  in  the  island. 
'  The  expected  3, 6,  and  9  kr.  of  Wiirtemberg 
and  the  ^  e.  g.,  green,  and  \  s.  g.,  dral^  Thum 
-and  Tans,  n<aln.  Have  now  oome  into  use. 


A  FEW  WORDS  ON  THE  ORIGIN  OF 
POSTAGE  STAMPS. 


Postage  stamps,  according  to  Mons.  E. 
Foumier,  ue  quite  a  modem  inventioii, 
dating  oi^  from  the  23rd  of  Uarcfa,  1828, 
when  0.  Treffenberg,  a  Swede,  propoeed  to 
the  chamber  of  Peers  of  his  country,  the 
iasue  of  a  stamped  envelope  for  letters; 
which  proposition  was  rejected  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  following  offioial  notice,  however, 
preserved  in  the  arohivee  of  the  Imperial 
Library  of  France,  and  cited  by  Mono, 
d'  Aunac  in  his  Biriorieal  Anecdotet  of  French 
Indtulry,  would  seem  to  throw  back  the  in- 
vention to  the  seventeenth  century  : — 

'August  16th,  1653.  This  is  to  give 
notice  to  all  who  wish  to  write  from  oaa 
quarter  of  Paris  to  another,  that  their  letters, 
nates,  or  bills,  will  be  foitbfnlly  and  carefully 
carried  to  their  respective  addresses,  and  a 
prompt  reply  returned,  if  they  fasten  to  their 
letters  a  ticket  marked  Pott-paid,  because  no 
money  is  allowed  to  be  taken.  This  ticket 
wiU  be  attached  to  or  folded  round  the  said 
letter,  or  transmitted  in  any  other  coa- 
venient  manner,  provided  always  that  the 
commigtionain  may  observe  and  easily  take 
it  off. 

'  The  date  of  the  day  or  month  on  which 
it  is  sent  will  be  filled  in.  The  head  com- 
mutionawB  at  the  palace  will  sell  these  post- 
paid tickets  at  a  stamped  sous  each  ;  and 
people  are  advised  to  buy  a  sufficient  num- 
ber acoordittg  to  their  reqniremraits,  that 
they  may  have  so  great  a  convenience  at 
hand  whenever  they  want  to  write.' 

This  notice  declares  that  the  ticket  may 
be  obtained  at  the  palace,  at  the  tum-tablea 
of  the  nunneries,  from  tlie  porters  of  tiie 
oolites  and  convents,  &e.,  and  the  gaolers 
of  prisons.  The  mice  was  fixed  at  a  sons 
stamped  with  the  king's  effigy  ;  and  '  parties 
engaged  in  law-snita  were  advised  to  give  a 
certam  number  of  these  tickets  to  their  law- 


yers and  notaries,  that  thc^  might  get  &» 
quent  information  of  the  state  c^  their 
a&irs;  and  bldxen  also  to  give  them  to 
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iheir.  children  at  school  or  in  conventB;  and 
likewise  employers  to  their  workmen.' 
The  notice  closes  thns  : — 

*  The  eommis8wnair68  will  begin  to  carry 
letters  on  the  8th  of  Angost,  1653  *  This 
date  is  fixed  that  plenty  of  time  may  be 
giren  for  obtaining  the  tickets.' 

We  find  the  following  passage  also  in 
Pelisson,  treating  of  the  same  innovation  : — 

*In  1653)  an  o£Bicer  of  the  Conrt  of 
Beqnests,  named  De  Velayer,  had  obtained 
a  privilege  or  boon  from  the  King,  for  the 
•ole  establishment  of  boxes  in  divers  quar- 
ters of  Paris ;  and  had  afterwards  set  np  an 
oflice  at  the  palace,  where  were  sold,  at  one 
aoos  a-piece,  certain  tickets  stamped  with  a 
peculiar  mark.  These  tickets  contained 
nothing  but  PosUpaid^  the  day  of 

1653  or  1654.  To  make  nse  of  these,  it  was 
necessary  to  fill  np  the  blaiJc  with  the  date 
of  the  dtLj  and  month  on  which  yon  wrote ; 
and  afterwards,  yon  had  only  to  twist  this 
ticket  round  tiie  note  you  wrote  to  your 
friend,  and  throw  them  together  into  the 
box.  There  were  people  who  had  orders  to 
open  it  three  times  a  day,  and  carry  the 
notes  to  their  addresses.  Besides  the  post- 
paid ticket  attached  to  the  letter  for  pay- 
ment of  porterage,  the  writer,  if  he  desired 
a  reply,  took  care  to  enclose  another  postpaid 
ticket  in  his  letter.' 

Pelisson  does  not  state  whether  this 
Velayer  was  the  inventor  of  this  system  of 
franking ;  we  can  therefore  only  notify  the 
circumstances,  without  attributing  the  in- 
vention to  its  legitimate  author. 

Thus  we  see  that  pillar-bcoces,  post-paid 
envelopes,  and  '  stamp  for  reply,'  are  of  much 
higher  antiquity  than  is  genex^y  imagined. 

THE  PENNY  POST. 

Thb  10th  of  January,1840,willbeamemorable 
day  in  the  history  of  civilization,  as  that  on 
which  the  idea  of  a  Penny  Postage  was  first 
exemplified.  The  practical  benefits  derived 
from  this  refonn,  are  so  well  known  that  it  is 
needless  to  dwell  upon  them.  Let  us  rathw 
turn  attention  for  a  few  moments  to  the 

*  There  is  evidently  here  some  oonfumon  of  dates. 
The  ticket!  ooald  not  pos&ibly  hAve  been  procured 
•i^  d«ys  &ybre  the  pnUio  notioe  ot  their  imam. 


remarkable,  yet  most  modest  man,  whom  his 
species  have  to  thank,  for  this  noble  invention. 
Rowland  Hill,  bom  in  1795,  was  devoted 
through  all  his  early  years,  even  from  boy- 
hood, to  the  business  of  a  teacher.  At  the 
age  of  forty,  we  find  him  engaged  in  conduct- 
ing the  colonization  of  South  Australia  upon 
the  plan  of  Mr.  Eldward  Gibbon  Wakefield, 
for  which  his  powers  of  organization  gave 
him  a  great  advantage,  and  in  which  his 
labours  were  attended  with  a  high  degree  of 
success.  It  was  about  the  year  1835,  that 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the  postal  system 
of  the  country,  with  the  conviction  that  it 
was  susceptible  of  reform.  Under  enormous 
difficulties,  he  contrived  to  collect  information 
upon  the  subject^  so  as  to  satisfy  himself, 
and  enable  him  to  satisfy  others,  that  the 
public  might  be  benefited  by  a  cheaper  post* 
age,  and  yet  the  revenue  remain  ultimately 
undiminished.  The  leading  fisu^ts  on  which 
he  based  his  conclusions  have  been  detailed 
in  an  authoritative  document.  'The  cost  of 
a  letter  to  the  Post  Office  he  saw  was  divisi- 
ble into  three  branches.  First,  that  of 
receiving  the  letter  and  preparing  it  for  its 
journey,  which,  under  the  old  regime,  was 
troublesome  enough,  as  the  postage  varied 
first  in  proportion  to  the  distance  it  had  to 
travel ;  and  again,  according  as  it  was  com- 
posed of  one,  two,  or  three  sheets  of  paper, 
each  item  of  charge  being  exorbitant.  For 
instance,  a  letter  from  L<nidon  to  Edinburgh, 
if  single,  was  rated  Is.  l|d. ;  if  double,  at 
2s.  3d. ;  and  if  treble,  at  3s.  4|d. ;  any — ^the 
minutest-— inclosure  being  treated  as  an 
additional  sheet.  The  duty  of  taxing  letters, 
or  writing  upon  each  of  them  the  postage, 
thus  beoune  a*  complicated  tranlsaotion^ 
occupying  much  time  and  employing  the 
labour  of  many  clerks.  This,  and  other 
duties,  which  we  will  not  stop  to  specify, 
comprised  the  first  of  the  three  brancnes  of 
expense  which  each  letter  imposed  on  the 
office.  The  second  was  the  cost  of  transit 
from  post  office  to  post  office.  And  this 
expense,  even  for  so  great  a  distance  as  from 
London  to  Edinburgh,  proved,  upon  careful 
examination,  to  be  no  more  than  the  ninth 
part  of  a  fieothing !  The  third  branch  was 
that  of  delivering  the  letter  and  receiving 
the  postage — ^letters  being  for  the  most  part 
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■ent  away  impaid.  Rowland  Hill  saw  thai/, 
althougli  a  considerable  reduction  of  postage 
might  and  onght  to  be  made,  even  if  the 
ohajige  rested  there,  yet  that,  if  he  conld 
cheapen  the  cost  to  the  PocTt  office,  the 
reduction  to  the  public  could  be  carried  very 
much  further  without  entailing  on  the  reve- 
nue  any  ultimate  loss  of  serious  amount. 
He  therefore  addressed  himself  to  the 
simplification  of  the  various  processes.  If, 
instead  of  charging  according  to  the  number 
of  sheets  or  scraps  of  paper,  a  weight  should 
be  fixed,  below  which  a  letter,  whateyer  might 
be  its  contents,  should  only  bear  a  single 
charge,  much  trouble  to  the  office  would  be 
spared,  while  an  unjust  mode  of  taxation 
would  be  abolished.  For,  certainly,  a  double 
letter  did  not  impose  double  cost,  nor  a 
treble  letter  three-fold  cost,  upon  the  Post 
office.  But,  if  the  alteration  had  rested  there, 
a  great  source  of  labour  to  the  office  would 
have  remained ;  because  postage  would  still 
have  been  augmented  upon  each  letter  in 
proportion  to  the  distance  it  had  to  traveL 
In  the  absence  of  knowledge  as  to  the  very 
minute  cost  of  mere  transit,  such  an  arrange- 
ment would  appear  just ;  or,  to  place  the 
question  in  another  light,  it  would  seem 
unjust  to  charge  as  much  for  delivering  a 
letter  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  from  the 
office  at  which  it  was  posted  as  for  deliver- 
ing a  letter  at  Edinburgh  transmitted  from 
London.  But  when  Rowland  Hill  had,  by 
his  investigation,  ascertained  that  the  differ- 
ence between  the  cost  of  transit  in  the  one 
instance  and  the  other  was  an  insignificant 
fraction  of  a  fiEirthing,  it  became  obvious 
that  it  was  a  nearer  approximation  to  perfect 
justice  to  pass  over  this  petty  inequality  than 
to  tax  it  even  to  the  amount  of  the  smallest 
coin  of  the  realm.  With  regard  to  the  third 
head,  aU  that  could  be  done  for  lessening  the 
cost  attendant  on  delivering  the  letters  from 
house  to  house,  was  to  devise  some  plan  of 
pre-payment  which  should  be  acceptaUe  to 
the  pubHc  (so  lon^  accustomed  to  throw  the 
cost  of  correspondence  on  the  receiver  of  a 
letter  instead  of  the  sender),  and  which,  at 
the  same  time,  should  not  transfer  the  task 
of  collection  to  the  receiving-office,  while 
it  relieved  the  letter-carriers  attached  to  the 
distributing  office;  otherwise  comparatively 


little  would  have  been  gained  by  the  change. 
This  led  to  the  proposal  for  pre-payment  by 
stamped  labels,  whereby  the  Post  office  is 
altogether  relieved  from  the  duty  of  collect- 
ing postage.  Thus,  one  by  one,  were  the 
impediments  all  removed  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  a  grand  object — uniformity  of 
postage  throu^out  the  British  Isles.' 

It  necessarily  followed,  from  the  economy 
thus  proposed,  that  the  universal  rate  might 
be  a  low  one,  which  again  might  be  expected 
to  react  favourably  on  the  new  system,  in 
enabling  a  wider  public  to  send  and  re^aeive 
lettors.  A  brother  of  Mr.  Hill  had,  a  few 
years  before  suggested  the  Penny  Magcunne, 
rerhsiips  this  was  the  basis  of  Mr.  Rowland 
Hill's  conception,  that  each  letter  of  a 
certain  moderate  weight  should  be  charged 
one  penny.  The  idea  was  simple  and  intelli- 
pble,  and,  when  announced  in  a  pamphlet 
m  1837,  it  was  at  once  heartily  embraced  by 
the  pubb'c.  Neither  the  government  nor  the 
opposition  patronized  it.  The  Poet-office 
authorities  discountenanced  it  as  much  as 
possible.  Nevertheless,  from  the  mere  force 
of  public  sentiment,  it  was  introduced  into 
parliament  and  ratified  in  1889. 

The  Whig  ministry  of  the  day  were  so  far 
just  to  Mr.  Hill,  that  they  gave  him  a 
Treasury  appointment  to  enable  him  to  work 
out  his  plan,  and  this  he  held  till  tha 
Conservative  party  came  into  power  in  184:1 . 
Having  been  by  them  bowed  out  of  office,  on 
the  allegation  that  his  part  of  the  business 
W8B  accomplished,  he  might  have  shared  the 
fate  of  many  other  public  bene&ctors,  if  the 
community  had  not  already  become  profound- 
ly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  vidue  of  his 
scheme.  They  marked  their  feeling  towardi 
him  by  a  subscription  which  amounted  to 
fifleen  thousand  pounds.  On  the  replace- 
ment of  the  Whigs  in  1846,  he  was  brought 
back  into  office  as  Secretary  to  the  Post- 
master-G^eral ;  in  which  position,  and  as 
Secretary  to  the  Post  office  ( to  which  honour 
he  attained  in  1854),  he  has  been  duly  active 
in  effecting  improvements  having  the  public 
convenience  in  view.  Of  these  the  chief  has 
been  the  organizaidon  of  the  Money-Order 
Office,  by  which  upwards  of  thirteen  miUiona 
sterling  are  annually  transmitted  from  ha&d 
to  hand  at  an  insignificant  expense.     Twenty- 
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two  jeara  have  now  fiilly  proved  tbe  virtues  of 
tbe  Penny  Postage,  nnder  favour  of  which 
the  naniber  of  letters  transmitted  by  the 
Office  annually  has  advanced  from  77  to 
545  millions,  with  an  addition  of  outlay  or 
cost  on  the  part  of  the  public  amounting 
only  to  fifty  per  cent.  Nor  has  England 
alone  to  thank  Rowland  TTill,  for  there  is  no 
civilized  country  which  has  not  adopted  hia 
scheme.  It  was  surely  by  a  moat  worthy 
exercise  of  the  royal  power  that  the  inventor 
of  Penny  Postage  received  in  18C0  the 
dignity  of  Knight  Commander  of  the  Bath. 
—The  Book  of  Days. 

POSTS,  AND  THEIB  OEIGIN. 
'Post,'  as  we  all  know,  denotes  the  des- 
patch of  a  courier  or  letter-carrier,  mode  by 
changing  horses  from  time  to  time.  Tbe 
horses  are^wiVt  (placed,  posted,  or  disposed) 
from  distance  to  distance. 

The  origin  of  posts  is  ascribed  by  Hero- 
dotus to  (JyruB  or  Xerxes ;  bat  those  were 
no  more  than  couriers.  It  is  evident  that 
they  owe  their  origin  to  the  policy,  or  rather 
the  diffidence,  of  LoniB  XI,  of  i'rance.  He 
appointed  them  by  an  ordtmiianae  of  tbe 
19th  of  June,  14rC4,  in  order  that  what  passed 
on  in  his  own  kingdom,  and  in  the  neigh- 
bouring states,  might  be  sooner  pubtisbed. 

From  France  the  institution  propagated 
itself  bj  degrees  through  the  various  parts  of 
Europe.  In  Germany  (as  we  are  informed 
by  Homigk)  postn  were  first  settled  by  the 
Count  de  Taxis,  in  acknowledgement  of  which 
the  Emperor  Matthias,  in  1616,  gave  him  the 
office  of  postmaster.  In  England  posts  were 
instituted  as  early  as  the  time  of  Charles  I, 

In  the  year  1660,  a  law  was  passed  in  the 
House  of  CommouM  which  gave  to  members 
of  Parliament  the  Uberty  of  franking  letters. 
These  frauks  continued  to  be  used  till  this 
century,  when  the  stamps,  which  are  now 
put  on  all  letters,  were  intri)duced, 


REVIEWS  OP  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 
Fm-ijed  Stampi  :  How  to  Detect  Tfwm.  By 
Thornton  Lewes  and  Edwabd  Pem- 
BERTON.  Edinburgh  ;  Colston  Si  Sou. 
Thib  much-required  aud  valuable  publica- 
tion amply  realises  the  promise  of  its  title 


page.  The  descriptions,  both  of  tbe  genaiue 
specimens  and  their  attempted  counterparts, 

are  so  marvellously  accurate  as  to  preclude 
all  possibOity  of  misconception.  The  authors 
recommend  the  use  of  a  magnifying  glass, 
for  testing  the  genuineness  of  postage 
stamps:  we  think  their  own  eyes  must  be 
compound  microscopes,  so  infiuitesimal  are 
some  of  the  peculiarities  distinguishing  the 
real  &om  the  fictitious  individuals,  which 
these  painstaking  gentlemen  carefully  dis- 
criminate. 

We  wonid  refer  particularly  to  the  dia- 
crepancies  noted  between  the  legitimate  and 
forged  stamps  of  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
the  Denmark  essays,  the  Confederates  of 
America,  and  some  of  the  Swiss. 

The  work  is  divided  into  three  parts ;  of 
which  the  first  treats  of  forged  imitations  of 
real  stamps  ;  tbe  second,  of  those  wholly  fic- 
titious ;  and  the  third  part  alludes  to  a  num- 
ber which  have  been  catalogued  by  various 
writers,  although  never  professedly  issued  aa 
postal.  Under  this  last  category  comes  the 
lO  ra])pen  of  Bern,  the  Jamaica  receipt 
stamps,  the  timbres  d'  iiittnietion  of  Bavaria, 
tbe  Ocean  Postage,  Iceland,  &c 

We  cannot  help,  however,  feeling  slightly 
venomous  at  the  ruthless  decimation  of  our 
collection,  if  tbe  critical  authors  are  quite 
right  in  their  estimation  of  many  accredited 
stamps^and  we  fear  they  are ; — but  we  are 
inclined  to  show  fight  r 
for  the  credit  of  the  f 
double  Geneva  stamp 
(of  which  an  engra- 
ving is  annexed),  as 
a  friend  of  ours  has  ' 
bad  them  seut  from.  Geneva  by  a  party  who 
took  no  interest  in  postage  stamps,  certainly 
never  purchased  any,  and  professed  to  send 
those  only  which  be  found  on  old  letters.  If 
this  stamp  were  entirely  fictitious,  how 
comes  it  that  the  small  squares  were  known 
to  collectors  so  long  before  the  perfect  stamp 
was  seen  p  Last  year,  in  many  continental 
collections,  we  observed  one  of  the  small  5-c. 
Genevas,  with  its  companion  and  tbe  band 
of  junction  drawn  in  pencil  or  pen  aud  ink, 
as  a  token  of  the  existence  of  the  perfect 
double  stamp,  which  seems  at  that  time  not 
to  have  been  met  with.    Is  it  likely  that  the 
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doable  stamp  wonld  have  been  forged  as  a 
great  rarity,  and  then  partially  spoiled  by 
being  cnt  up  p     That  the  small  squares  are 
marked  Fori  Local,   and  the  whole  stamp 
Port  Cantoned,  ia  rather  a  proof  of  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  prodaction  than  not ;  as  the 
former  might  have  been  osed  for  local  pnr- 
poaes,  and  the  latter  for  over-weight  can- 
tonal letters.     The    annexed    engraving  of 
the  well-known  Bmnswick    _ 
stamp   will   serve   for  an     t 
illnstratioo  of  the  custom     I 
of  employing   a    stamp,     J 
either  whole  or  of  separaie     | 
pieces,  according  to   the     J 
monetary  ralne  required.     { 
The  small  Mecklenborg  is    ^ 
nsed  in  a  similar  manner. 

The  1-gnte  groschen  Hanover,  bine,  is 
objected  to  hy  onr  fastidions  critics,  chiefly 
on  the  score  of  the  difference  of  colour  be- 
tween it  and  the  one-fifteenth  thaler  of  the 
same  year.  We  beg  to  say  that  the  two 
stamps  in  question  in  onr  own  collection  are 
precisely  alike  in  colonr.  Onr  10  cents, 
bine,  of  the  United  States,  came  direct  from 
an  employs  attached  to  the  American  minis- 
ter's legation  in  Paris,  who  disposed ,  of  all 
the  loose  envelopes  in  the  waste  basket. 

With  regard  to  the  Paragnay  essays,  they 
could  never  have  been  brought  into  nse ; 
inasmuch  as  that  country  has  not  yet  at- 
tained the  rank  of  a  kingdom.  The  initials 
on  them  are  those  of  the  Farisiaii  engraver ; 
and  the  pale  variety  mentioned  as  nnmarked, 
and  which  we  also  possess,  was  most  pro- 
bably the  work  of  some  apprraitioe  or  clerk 
who  surreptitiously  got  hold  of  the  original 
plate,  and  struck  off  a  few  copies  for  filthy 

The  two  stamps  supposed  to  be  Tnrkish, 
and  noted  in  Moena'  catalogne,  we  have  our- 
selves seen  in  the  collection  of  their  fortn- 
nate  possessor  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Deynce,  in  Belgium,  to  whom  they  were 
given  by  the  Turkish  ambassador  as  postage 
stamps.  We  shftll  visit  our  friend  next  snm- 
mer,  and  wiU  take  a  drawing  of  them  for 
engraving  in  the  magazine,  as  he  objects  to 
trust  them  ont  of  his  possession. 

Although  the  very  few  semi-critical  re- 
marks we  have  taken  the  liberty  of  making 


take  up  a  space  disproportionate  to  our 
almost  unqualified  approval,  we  wish  to  be 
understood  as  recommending  the  work  as 
absolntely  essential  to  the  postage  stamp 
collector,  and  hope  a  rapid  sale  of  the  pre- 
sent edition  will  necessitate  a  second,  with 
a  more  copious  notice  of  the  United  States 
locals ;  the  Pony  Expresses,  the  foi^eries  of 
which  are  not  alluded  to  at  all;  and  the 
stamps  of  San  Francisco. 

We  may  conclnde  by  hinting  that  ama- 
tears  may  fall  into  the  opposite  error  of 
rejecting  specimens  undoubtedly  genuine. 
One  of  our  most  notable  collectors  refosed 
one  of  the  latest  issue  of  Spain,  when  it  first 
appeared,  as  an  imposition.  We  were  the 
first  to  introduce  here  the  2  pesos,  blue,  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  given  us  bv  the  Chargi 
d'  Affaire*  of  that  conntiy  m  Paris  ;  but 
could  with  difSculty  prevaU  upon  any  col- 
lector to  credit  its  anthentici^.  Sundty 
specimens  of  the  present  issue  of  that  place, 
procured  by  ns  direct  from  the  [>ost  office, 
were  returned  as  forgeries  !  and  the  stamps 
of  the  Ionian  Islands,  obtained  from  Cor^, 
sent  back  to  us  from  Boulogne  under  the 
same  stigma  ! 

Stamp   OoUectot'a   Manwd.       A.    C.    KuNB, 

Philadelphia,  U.  S. 
Appeaks  to  be  chiefly  a  transcript  of  Brown's 
first  edition,  preface  included ;  but  not  copy- 
ing the  oniqae  style  of  printing  adopted  in 
that  catalogne ;  which,  from  the  variety  of 
type  employed,  renders  his  descriptions 
zaore  readily  availsJjle  than  those  of  moat 
other  writers  on  the  subject,  Mr,  Kline's 
book  is  of  value  as  naturally  affording 
a  more  elaborate  index  to  the  Unit«d 
States  locals  than  European  catalogues  could 
afford,  bat  otherwise  it  is  many  monl^  in 
arrear  for  postal  information.  It  is  amusing 
to  see  his  heading  the  Confederate  stamps 
as  the  '  So-called  Southern  Confederacy.' 


The  introductory  letter-press  (filling  nearly 
half  the  volume)  ofibrda  a  good  deal  of  in- 
formation, and  contains  pertinent  hints  on 
the  arrangement  of  specimens.  There  ore 
also  three  diagrams  as  patterns  for  either  a 
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cbronological,  heraldic,  or  systematic  colonr- 
gronping ;  but  the  list  of  stamps  is  both 
de^tiye  and  redundant. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  the  Edilor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collectob's  Maoazinb.' 

Sir, — I  am  not  yet  a  collector  of  postage  stamps, 
although  sereral  of  my  friends  are.  Whether  the  dis- 
ease is  catching  I  know  not,  but  I  am  afraid  I  shall  soon 
become  a  Tictim  of  the  Timbromanie,  such  is  my  eager- 
ness in  assisting  my  friends  to  collect,  characterise,  and 
arrange  their  stam|M.  And  so  great  jis  my  interest  in 
them,  that  I  feel  quite  annoyed  if  they  are  not  arranged 
properly. 

The  collection  of  one  of  my  friends  is  an  especial 
grief  to  me.  It  is  a  nice  little  collection,  oousiitmg  of 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  varieties,  out  very  badly 
arranged.  In  one  part  of  the  book  we  find  ourseWes  at 
Portugal;  turn  over  a  page,  and  we  are  in  fiussia; 
another,  and  we  are  back  again  at  Spain :  in  a  different 
part  we  go  from  Tuscany  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and 
then  back  to  Luxembourg, — all  in  two  or  three  steps.  ^ 

This  may  be  worse  than  the  generality,  but  I  think 
that  very  few  arrange  their  stamps  as  well  as  they 
mizht;  and  fewer  still  gain  as  much  Knowledge  from  the 
coUectmg  of  them  as  is  possible .  A  great  many,  I  believe, 
place  their  stamps  on  one  side  of  the  book,  and  leave  the 
opposite  page  vacant.  With  a  little  trouble  this  empty 
pace  mignt  be  filled  with  the  most  useful  and  interesting 
inmrmation. 

The  printed  albums,  I  believe,  contain  descriptions  of 
the  stamps ;  when  first  issued ;  their  colour ;  and  every- 
thing, in  fsict,  about  them.  This  may  be  well  enough 
for  tEe  collector,  but  I  caimot  see  what  interest  a  non- 
collector  can  take  in  such  a  description,  when  he  has  the 
stamp  itself  before  him.  Even  the  collector  hardly 
requires  it  bi  an  album ;  for  most  likely  he  has  a  printed 
catalogue  by  which  to  recognise  the  stamps.  This  being 
the  ease,  how  much  better  would  it  be  to  fill  the  vacant 
^Ksee  with  a  short  account  of  the  country  itself,  than 
with  a  description  of  the  stamps  appertaining  to  the 
country.  There  are  few  people,  I  thmk,  to  whom  such 
infonnatiMi  as  this  I  speak  of  would  not  be  pleasing, 
mayhap  instructive  ;^  but  at  any  rate  it  would  show  them 
^t  their  friend,  in  collecting  his  stamps,  aimed  at 
something  more  than  the  mere  acauisition  of  the  printed 
and  coloured  pieces  of  paper  called  stamps ;  and  taat  he 
endeavoured  to  derive  a  lasting  benefit  from  this  appa- 
rently frivolous  pursuit 

For  example  :  the  Argentine  Confederation  stamps, — 
the  fint  on  a  catalogue  arranged  in  alphabetical  order. 
Would  people  in  eeneral  rather  read  about  the  cap  of 
liberty,  and  all  that,  than  that  the  Argentine  (or  La 
Plata)  Confederation  is  a  republic,  consisting  of  thirteen 
provinces  (formerlv  fourteen,  Buenos  Ayres  having 
seceded  in  1853) ;  that  this  oountry  was  discovered  by 
the  Spaniards  in  1516,  and  settled  by  them  in  1553 ;  that 
it  formed  part  of  the  great  vice-royalty  of  Peru  until 
1778,  when  it  became  that  of  Rio  de  la  Plata ;  that  it 
contains  900,000  square  miles,  and  that  for  this  vast 
snr&ce— seven  and  a  half  times  the  extent  of  the  British 
Isles, — there  are  onlv  874.000  inhabitants  (not  quite  one 
for  a  square  mile)  ;  inat  tne  names  of  the  country  and  its 
river  (which  is  rather  an  estuary  than  a  river),  as  indi- 
cating the  presence  of  silver,  are  misnomers ;  that  the 
rearing  of  live  stock  is  the  groat  busineBS  of  the  country ; 


and  so  on  ?  Such  knowledge  as  this  is  easily  attain- 
able ;  and  as  writing  anything  down  is  a  sure  way  of 
retaining  it  in  the  memory,  why  not  copy  it  in  the  post- 
age-stamp book,  where  it  may  benefit  oUiers  as  well  as 
one's  self,  which  would  not  be  the  case  if  merely  written 
in  an  exercise  book  ? 

This  is  my  plan ;  I  do  not  know  whether  others  have 
thought  of  Uie  same,  but  it  appears  to  me  quite  feasible ; 
and  in  the  execution  of  it  many  a  spare  moment  might 
be  employed,  when  the  collector  woiud  otherwise  be  only 
idlv  turning  over  the  pages  of  his  album,  lamenting 
deficiencies,  or  inwardly  congratulating  himself  upon 
the  recent  acquirement  of  some  new  and  rare  stamp. 

A  ^ood  many  schoolboys  collect  stamps ;  and  I  uiould 
imagine  this  to  be  a  capital  way  for  them  to  acquire 
knowledge.  It  would  oocupy  some  of  their  time  in  the 
holidays  (a  great  boon  to  mammas  and  elder  sisters), 
and  not  being  a  regular  lesson,  they  would  be  ready  to 
pay  more  attention  to  it  than  if  they  were  learning  out 
of  a  geography  book,  and  would  reap  as  much  benefit 
from  this  as  from  other  modes  of  learning. 

This  mifht  be  profitable  in  another  respect  too.  I 
mean  in  this  way.  If  papa  saw  his  son  desirous  of 
making  his  oollection  of  use,  would  he  not  be  very  happy 
to  afford  him  the  means  of  obtaining  a  long-coveted 
*  Pony  Express,'  *  Nevis,'  or  *  Sandwich  Island'  stamp, 
which  otherwise  he  would  have  to  wait  for  until  tiie 
desired  amount  was  reached  by  the  saving,  for  a  month 
or  more,  of  his  weekly  sixpence  ?  I  commend  this  plan, 
therefore,  to  schoolboys,  as  being  profitable ;  and  if  older 
persons  think  it  worthy  of  their  attention,  let  them 
adopt  it ;  and  although  it  may  not  alwavs  answer,  I  need 
scarcely  remiud  them,  that  as  old  Horace  says,  JBat 
quadam  prodire  tenuty  si  non  datur  ultra, 

Fentnor,  H.  S. 


M0EN8'    ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Ih  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  CoLLBcnoB's  MAOAznrB.' 

Sib, — ^There  are  now  eleven  parts  of  this  work  issued, 
oontaining  lithographs  of  399  varieties.  The  first  three 
numbers  gave  great  pleasure  to  all  who  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  them ;  for,  as  beautiful  and  accurate 
specimens  of  engraving,  they  fully  equalled  the  original 
stamps.  It  is  this  ver^r  accuracy  m  copying  which 
raises  the  doubt  in  the  minds  of  many  collectors,  whether 
Mr.  Moens  has  the  right  to  the  title  of  *  Prince  of  Bel- 
gian stamp  authorities,'  which  was  bestowed  on  him  in 


—  engraved  from  forged 

specimens  ?  He  has  copied  them  so  faithfully,  that  any 
one  at  all  conversant  with  the  snbject  would  see  at  once 
that  his  originals  were  not  genuine  stamps.  In  the 
illustration  of  each  of  the  seven  cases  mentioned  below, 
the  differences  frt>m  the  genuine  stamps  can  be  seen  as 
readily  as  in  the  forgeries  themselves. 

On  plate  18,  the  Basle  2^  rap.  must  have  been  en- 
graved from  a  forgery  ;  because  in  the  real  stamp  the 
ground  is  not  of  one  uniform  colour,  but  is  composed  of 
alternate  dots  of  greenish-blue  and  white. 

On  Plate  19,  No.  8  is  not  like  a  Geneva  5  o.  port  local, 
and  the  inscription  on  it  is  *Port  tofio/,'  and  the  en- 
graving itself  is  more  like  the  forgery  of  that  stamp 
than  the  original. 

On  the  same  plate.  No.  10  (5  o.  Vaud.),  No.  9  (5  o. 
Nedohatel),  No.  13  (2|  rap.  Winterthur),  Nos.  11  and  12 
(Zurich  4  and  6  cents),  are  exact  oounteiparts  <^  the 


i 
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forgeriM  of  those  stamps  which  are  sold  by  Wilhelm 
Georg,  of  Basle. 

Had  a  tyro  on  the  subject  of  stamps  done  this,  it 
would  hare  been  commented  on  sooner;  but  it  would 
have  been  more  excusable  in  such  a  one  than  in  Mr. 
Moens, — the  compiler  of  a  catalogue,  the  author  of  a 
work  on  false  stamps,  and  the  great  Belgian  authority 
on  the  subject.  Has  Mr.  Moens  never  seen  genuine 
specimens  of  Uie  stamps  ^specially)  mentioned,  that  he 
snould  be  so  easily  deceived  by  them  ?  It  Ib  really 
rather  curious,  tliat  these  seven  stamps  should  m 
described  (v4iy  vaguely  I  admit)  in  his  work  on  the 
'Falsification  of  Postage  Stamps.'  Beyond  these  for- 
geries, there  is  no  fault  to  be  found  with  the  work.  The 
engravings  are  exquisite.  It  is  scarcely  fair  to  say  that 
any  one  of  them  is  better  done  than  another ;  but  the 
best  specimens  in  the  series  are,  in  my  opinion,  N.  Oer- 
many,  Bremen,  10  grote,  Russian  and  Polish,  Bahamas, 
Brazil,  Natal,  and  Confederate  States.  The  latter  are 
particularly  noticeable ;  for  one  can  see  at  a  glance  that 
they  are  taken  from  real  specimens,  and  not  from  any  of 
those  wretched  imitations  which  are  sold  in  New  York. 
The  series  of  illustrations  of  the  Special  Companies  and 
Private  Offices  (of  the  dii-United  States)  is  good  :  there 
are  100  examples  copied. 

The  second  Buenos  Ayres,  on  plate  25,  has  the  name 
engraved  Ruendt  instead  of  *  Buenos ; '  a  carelessness 
which  spoils  the  appearance  of  the  page..  But,  to  con- 
clude this  rather  lengthened  letter,  the  next  best  thing 
to  having  a  collection  of  postage  stamps  would  be  to 
have  this  series  of  illustrations;  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  got  up,  and  their  appearance  as  a  whole,  is  very 
beautiful.  _ 

EDWAED  L.  PEMBEETON. 


THE  MTJLREADT  ENVELOPES. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Gollbctob's  Maoazikb.' 

Sib, — As  in  none  of  the  catalogues  or  magazines  treat- 
ing on  the  subject  of  postage  stamps,  that  I  have  yet 
seen,  have  I  found  the  covers  or  envelopes  designed  by 
W.  Mulready,  B.A.,  and  engraved  by  John  Thomjpaon, 
more  than  just  mentioned,  I  thought  that  a  fuller 
description  would  be  somewhat  interesting  to  many  of 
your  younger  readers,  and  so  will  proceed  to  describe 
them  without  furtiier  preface. 

If  we  take  the  excellently  executed  copy  at  the  head 
of  this  magazine  as  a  reference,  it  will  be  observed  that 
Great  Britaui,  symbolised  by  a  figure  of  Britannia  seated 
on  a  rock  with  a  recumbent  lion  at  her  feet,  is  repre- 
sented as  being  in  the  centre  of  the  universe,  and  with 
extended  arms  hastening  her  winged  messengers  to  the 
four  quarters  of  the  ^looe ;  the  difierent  peoples  of  the 
world  being  typified  either  by  the  people  themselves,  by 
their  animals,  or  bv  their  productions.  Thus  on  the  one 
side  will  be  seen  Chinese,  Turks,  camels,  and  elephants, 
for  Asia  and  Africa ;  and  on  the  other,  Indians  nolding 
the  hands  of  Europeans  in  the  grasp  of  amity,  the  Lap- 
lander in  his  car,  Americans,  and  the  representatives  of 
other  nations,  engaged  in  preparing  their  produce  for 
commerce ;  whilst  beneath  these,  and  to  the  right  and 
lefL  are  represented  figures  reading  letters  received  from 
their  ftienas  in  far  distant  lands.  The  whole  engraving 
is  evidently  intended  to  convey  the  idea  of  the  advan- 
tages naturally  accruing  to  all  nations  from  a  free  enjoy- 
ment of  postal  communication  with  each  other. 

A  blaiUL  space  is  left  at  the  lower  part  of  the  parallelo- 

'gram  enclosing  the  engraving,  to  contain  the  address  of 

the  person  to  whom  the  cover  is  sent.    The  value  of  the 


postage  for  which  the  cover  is  free,  besides  being  jninted 
thus.  Postage  One  Penny^  Postage  Twopence,  is  also 
shown  by  the  colour  of  the  ink  used  for  the  impression ; 
the  pennv  cover  being  m  black  ink,  and  the  twopenny 
cover  in  Slue.  In  an  oblong  on  the  lower  flap  of  the 
cover  is  engraved  the  word  Pbstage,  in  large  letters 
formed  of  dots  on  a  diaper  of  white  lines  on  a  coloured 
ground.  There  is  also  a  peculiarity  of  make  in  the  paper 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  these  covers,  that  for  each 
value  being  difierent ;  thus,  the  penny  postage  cover  has 
two  horizontal  lines  of  rose-coloured  silk  thread  woven 
in  the  paper  at  one  flap,  and  one  line  of  blue  silk 
through  the  other ;  and  the  twopenny  cover  Has  three 
horizontal  lines  of  rose-coloured  silk  through  one  flap, 
and  two  lines  of  blue  silk  through  the  other.  The 
various  particulars  as  to  rates  of  postage  and  prices  of 
the  covers  are  printed  on  the  side  flaps.  Obliteration 
was  effected  by  imprinting,  with  a  hand  stamp,  a  red 
cross  pat^  over  the  figure  of  Britannia.  The  envelopes 
are  of  exactly  the  same  design. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

SOLUTION   TO   CONUNDRUM. 

Becatcse  it  upholds  the  crotvn  with  dujnity ; 
(md  at  the  same  time  holds  otU  a  shield  to  all 
the  world, 

«%  The  only  correct  answer  has  been  received  ftoana  Ralpb, 
who  is,  thernbre,  entiUod  to  the  promised  Pony  BxpreM 
Stamp.  Answers  more  or  less  ingenious  have  been  forwuded 
by  W.  Turner.  Q.  BUiott,  0.  Wade,  William  Henderson, 
£.  Carritt,  Asher  Levy,  James  Hamilton,  and  J.  H.  Bot^e. 
who,  if  th^  will  send  a  stamped-directed  enTelope  encloeea 
to  the  editor,  oare  of  the  publishers,  13,  Geoige  Street,  Jtoth, 
shall  receive  a  q>eoimen  of  the  Tuscan  lion. 


I 


T.  H.  Field. — ^The  comers  of  such  stamps  as  those  of 
Tasmania,  Rome.  Western  Australia,  &o.,  ought  not  to 
be  cut  off;  nor  snould  envelope  stamps  be  left  without  a 
good  margin.  Continental  coUectors  fix  theee  latter  in 
their  albums  uncut. 

Plymouth  Post. — In  the  old  issue  of  the  Belgian 
stamps,  the  right  epaulette  is  exposed :  it  is  partially  hid 
by  the  oval  frame  of  the  1850  series. — The  Portuguese 
stamps  of  the  present  reign  have  the  head  to  the  left 
The  o,  10,  and  25  reis  are  the  only  values  out  as  yet. — 
The  small  Mecklenburg  Schwerin  is  as  old  as  the  rest. — 
The  green  Id.  Victoria,  without  the  devices  in  the  oomers, 
succeeded  the  other. — The  *  Table  Bay  Harbour  Com- 
mission' is  not  a  postage  stamp. 

W.  S.  B. — The  presence  or  abeenoe  of  the  remains  of 
adhesive  matter  on  the  backs  of  the  old  6d.,  lOd.,  and 
Is.  octa^nal  stamps  of  Great  Britain,  is  the  only  way  of 
distinguishing  the  labels  from  the  envelopes  of  tne  same 
values. 

RuaBJBiAK.— The  old  6d.  octagonal,  greeHf  of  Great 
Britain,  is  extremely  rare. 

WiLUAir  LoYELL,  Juu. — At  present  the  price  of  the 
Nicaraguan  stamps  depends  upon  the  conscieiioe  of  the 
vendor. 

N.  T.,  Wimbledon. — ^The  query  about  the  Ocean  Post- 
age stamp  has  been  already  answered. 

J.  S.,  Birmingham. — Wniting's  essay  isfiiUy  described 
by  Dr.  Gray  in  this  number. — ^A  description  of  the 
l^rkish  was  given  in  a  former  number,.-— No  photo- 
graphic stamp  haa  ever  been  currenct. 
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G.  Austen.— The  WeAtem  Australian  stamps  of  1862 
appear  to  be  extremely  rare. 

Enquiber.  —The  Hamburg  Boten  are  certainly  post- 
al stamps,  used  m  default  of  district  offices. 

F.  R.  C.  Hopkins.— Your  stamp  is  the  present  issue 
of  Guiana. — The  3d.  New  Zealand  comes  over  both  violet 
aod  brown. 

Mouse. — A  dish  similar  to  that  described  in  the 
' Tale'  may  be  seen  in  the  window  of  a  silversmith's,  in 
a  street  leading  from  Carey  Street  to  Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields. 

Louisa,  Liverpool.— The  old  blue  English  stamps 
with  white  lines  are  very  common.  Hiose  without  are 
comparatively  scarcer. 

Alpha. — ^The  largest  collection  we  know  of  contains 
about  1600  stamps,  inclusive  of  locals,  &c. — The 
American  Inter,  Rev.  are  postage^tamps. — The  Bremen 
1  groten,  orange  or  rose,  are  Custom  House  or  bill- 
stamps. 

Chubch  Stbbplb.— The  black  Id.  New  Zealand 
stamp  must  be  a  dyed  specimen ;  and  the  7  sk.  Ham- 
burg an  engraving. 

H.  C.  Twiss. — We  cannot  give  an  opinion  on  the 
French  stamp  you  describe,  without  ocular  inspection. — 
The  Sicilian  stamps  you  allude  to  must  be  those  that 
were  adopted  from  the  figured  essay ;  the  colours  and 
values  corresponding  to  what  are  usually  called 
'Bombea.' 


NOTICE.— 'All  purehoiera  of  the  present  number  of 
the  Stamp  Collector's  Magazine  are  entitled  to  receive 
with  it  an  tmobliterated  Foreign  Fostage  Stamp, 


STAMPS  WANTED  TO  PURCHASE. 

Zettere,  stating  price  and  condition^  to  he  forwarded  to 

the  Advertisers, 

J  COUPER,  Swansea. 
Braail  large  90 ;  Slanting  90. 
Cuba,  1856  Issue  and  Interinsular. 
French  Enays. 

Whiting's  and  other  English  Essays. 
Pacific  Co.,  1  real,  brown ;  2  reals,  carmine. 
Early  Spanish  (except  6  c). 
Naples  (Bourbon  Arms),  \  tomese  ;  |  grano. 
Canada,  12  pence. 

Tuscany  (on  blue),  1  quattr;  2  soldi. 
New  Brunswick  Essay  (Connell's  Head). 
Argentine,  1  real,  tf.  0. 
Parma,  10  c.^  flesh;  5  c.  Provisional  (2  sorts). 
French  Republic,  1  fr.,  vermilion  ;  1  fr.|  brown. 
Schleswig  Essay,  2  sch.,  blue. 
Buenos  Ay  res  (ship). 
Luzon. 
Reunion, 
New  Caledonia. 
Modena,  10  c,  brown ;  15  c,  violet;  49  c,  blue ;   10  c, 

Provisional. 
In^,  i  anna,  red. 
Zomh,  4  (lines  across  figures). 
American  Locals. 
Austrian  Comi.lementary. 
Essays  of  all  Countries. 

R.  V.    S.,  Office  op  the    *  Stamp  Collector's 

Magazine,'  13,  Gborqe  Street,  Bath. 
Paraguay  black,  green,  rose,  blue,  brown,  red,  violet, 
and  yellow. 


Argentine  Confederation,  1  real,  M.  C. 

Dutch  Guiana,  10  c,  rose;   10  c,  dark  neutral ;  10  c, 

lavender. 
New  Caledonia,  10  c,  grey. 
Reunion,  30  cents. 
Hanover  envelope,  3  gr.,  yellow. 
Cuba,  I  real  ana  2  reals,  1855 ;  1  real  and  2  reals,  1856. 
New  Brunswick  Essay,  5  cents,  chocolate. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH,  the  Forbion  Stamp 

AND  Crest  DejAt,  Bath. 
Confederate  States,    bust  of  Jefierson  Davis,  5  cents, 

black. 
Liberia  Essav,  12  cents,  lilac. 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Id.,  blue;  4d.,  red, 
Luoeck  Essav,  4  sch.,  black. 
Van  Dieman  s  Land,  Id.,  blue. 
Saxony,  3  pfennige,  red. 
Holland  Essay,  5  c.,  black. 
Great  Brilain,  Id.  black  V.  R.  Official.     [Five  shillings 

are  oflered  for  this  stamp.] 
United  States,  Essay,  3  cents,  red. 
Victoria,  Too  late,  od. 
French  Colonies,  20  c,  blue ;  80  c,  rose. 
Portugal,  5  reis,  brown ;  50  reis,  green  ;  100  reie,  lilac 

THead  of  Queen  Maria  II). 
Belgium.  Essay,  10  cents,  blue;  40  cents,  black. 
Wurtemourg,  returned  letter  stamp. 
Moldavia,  newspaper  stamp,  5  paras,  black. 
Hong  Kong,  96  cents,  obliterated. 
Canada,  twelve  pence,  black. 
Sandwich  Islanos,  1  cent,  blue. 
Papal  States,  1  scudo,  vermilion 


i»^  Advertisements  for  insertion  in  the  Stajtip 
Collector's  Magazine,  should  reach  the  Office, 
13,  George  Street,  Bath,  not  later  than  the  lOth  of 
the  month. 


The    FoBtage-stamp    CoUeotor's    Pocket 

Album.— Containing  a  complete  Table  of  all  the  Postage 
Stamps  issued  by  each  Country,  State,  or  City,  with  spaces 
arranged  for  their  reception.  I'he  whole  in  a  neat  aud  port* 
able  form,  with  flap  and  elastic  band,  and  a  pocket  for  surplus 
stamps.  Roan,  2s. ;  post  Iree,  8s.  Id. ;  morocco  or  russia, 
9s.  8d. ;  post  free,  Ss.  8d. ;  morocco  or  russia  gilt,  4s. ;  post 
free,  4s.  Sd.  Stafford  Bmith  ft  Smith,  IS,  George  Street, 
Bath. 

Arms  of  the  Queen  and  Boyal  Family, 

including  the  late  Prince  ConHort,  the  Crown  Prince  and 
Princess  of  Prussia,  Prince  and  Princess  Louis  of  Hesse, 
Princess  Alexandra,  King  of  Denmark,  King  of  Prussia, 
Duke  of  CumlMrland,  Duchess  of  Cambridge,  Princess  Mary, 
ftc,  &c.,  8cc,  fn  two  sheets.  Relief  stamped  in  colours. 
Price  Is.  6d.  i  post  free.  Is.  7d.  Stafford  Smith  Ik  Smith, 
IS,  George  Street,  Bath. 

All  kinds  of  Bare  Stamps  can  be  obtained 

fh)m  '  Regio  Capito,'  Hanley,  Staffordshire  Potterios ;  aud  all 
pturtios,  before  purchasing,  should  send  for  his  New  Printed 
liat,  whidi  he  has  considerably  roduoed,  and  which  will  be 
sent  on  receipt  of  two  stamps. 

*  Alpha,'  84, 19'orthbrook  Street,  Newhwry, 

has  a  quantity  of  Rare  Stamps  for  Sale.  Bend  a  stamp  for  a 
List 

Mr.  Carder,  Market  Flaoe,  Dover,  is  able 

o  supply  Foreign  Stamps  at  the  lowest  possible  rates.  Send 
Btamp  for  Catalogue. 
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stamps  Qiven  Away.— B.  P.  Harley  and 

Co.,  18,  South  Hanover  Street,  OUuigow,  will  give  an  unused 
stamp  to  every  perron  applying  for  their  May  Price  List  (900 
varieties).    Sent  on  receipt  of  stamped-directed  envelope. 

To  be  Baffled  for»  on  June  2nd,  a  Col- 
lection of  300  Stamps,  mounted  in  LalUer^s  Album,  many 
unused,  by  00  Members  at  Is.  each.  Unused  Stamps  bought. 
J.  O.  OxLST,  0,  Hewitt  Street,  Waterloo  Rood,  Manchester. 

W.  Q.  Diamond*  Bifle  House,  Westboume 

Grove,  London,  Dealer  in  Postage  Stamps  of  all  nations  since 
1857,  Buys,  Sells,  and  Exchanges  icarce  Foreign  Stamps. 
Wanted  to  Purchase,  a  Collection  of  not  leas  than  900  vari- 
eties. 

E.  M.,  Box  A.  8,  Post  Office,  Iieeds,  sup- 
plies clean  French  Stamps,  one  doseu  and  upwards  at  the 
following  prices  :— 1  c,  2d.  per  dozen ;  2,  4a.  j  6,  9d. ;  10, 
Is.  8d. ;  Chifire  Taxe,  10,  Is.  9d. ;  15, 2s.  8d. 

Stamps  of  Antigiia,  Chili,  Qranada  Con- 
federation, Liberia,  Mexico,  Modena,  Parma,  or  any  other 
country,  for  Sale  by  Jamkb  Sbxltom.  Orimsby.  Priced  List 
or  Stamps  for  inspection  sent  on  receipt  of  stamped  envelope. 
Ionian,  Is.  the  Bet;  Wallachia,  fix>m  Is.  each. 


W.  Tonng,  1,  Kent  Street,  Qlasgow,  has  a 

lazge  number  of  Stamps  for  Sale.  Baden  Land  Post,  1  kr..  Id. ; 
8  kr.,  2d. ;  Ionian  Isles,  Is.  per  Set.  listj  sent  on  receipt  <^ 
stamped-directed  envel(^.  W.  Y.  also  buys  Ran  Stamps. 
Agents  wanted. 

Addresses  of  Continental  Stamp  dealers 

for  Sale.    Apply  to  W.  Tovmo,  1,  Kent  Street,  Olasgow. 

(Genuine  Presents.    Mr.  Prank  E.  Millar, 

of  166,  Queen's  Boad,  Dalston,  London,  N.B.,  bsgs  to  inrorm 
bis  numerous  customers  that  his  monthly  Price  List  for  May 
is  now  ready,  price,  post  ft^ee,  two  stamps,  and  that  with 
every  list  he  will  give,  grati$^  a  very  rare  Bnglish  Private 
Postage  Stamp,  which  is  now  in  use. 

Qratis  t     Qratis !     Qratis !     Mr.   G^eorge 

Prior,  of  48,  Fenchurch  Street,  London,  E.C.,  has  just  issued 
his  May  Price  list,  and  will  send  the  same,  with  a  very  rare 
Envelope  Stamp,  fine,  Ibo  any  address,  on  receipt  of  two  pomy 
stamps. 

Foreign  and  Colonial  Postage  Stamps. — 

A  itreat  variety  of  Foreign  and  other  Postage  Stamps  (used 
aud  unused)  offered  for  Sale  at  low  prices,  by  W.  Lincoln, 
Jun.,  at  W.  S.  Lincoln  ft  Son's),  469,  New  Oxford  Street, 
London,  W.C.  Price  List  sent  on  receipt  Of  stamped  enve- 
lope. 

D.   Mo   Corkindale,   70,  G^eorge   Square, 

01an;ow,  will  send  his  May  list  on  receipt  of  stamped  envelope. 
Specimen  of  Prices, — France  Republic,  at  5d.,  Presidencies,  at 
9d.{  Nova  Scotia,  3d.  and  6d.,  at  4d.  eadi.  All,  inshort.are 
cheap. 

J.  B.  Barker  and  Co.,  77,  Canning  Street, 

Liverpool,  have  on  band  the  following  and  many  other  scarce 
Stamps, — Antigua,  Bahamas,  British  Columbia,  Ceylon  enve- 
lope. Id.,  at  7d  r  2d  ,  9d. ;  Canada  envelope,  Greuada,  Nevia, 
St  Lucia,  Turkey,  Venexuela,  fte.  Stamped  envelope  to 
accompany  every  communication. 

W.  S.  Hobinson,  115,  Church  Street,  Ever- 

ton,  Liverpool,  can  supp^  all  sorts  of  Stamps,  on  very  mode- 
rate terms.  Prices  quoted,  and  stamps  sent  on  i^proval,  on 
receipt  of  stamped  envelope. 


John  Boss,    186,  West  Qraham    Street, 

Olasgow,  vrill  send  his  New  List  on  reoeipi  of  penny  stamp 
The  prices  defy  competition 

Cheap  Stamps !    Ionian  Islands,  Is. ;  X«a- 

beck  and  Bergederf,  is.  dd.  per  Set ;  Id.  St  Lucia,  6d  ;  Vene- 
suHs,  Is  6d.  per  Set ;  Confederate  States,  8s.  6d.  per  Set  of 
IS ;  Id.  Nevis,  6d. ;  Luxembourg,  2s.  6d.  the  Set  of  i>,  ftc 
P.  O.  JoNKS.  87,  Roscommon  Street,  LiverpooL  Stamps 
bought  to  any  amount. 

Stamps!     Stamps!     Stamps!— H.   Wldt- 

taker.  Winchester  Terrace.  Regent  Boad,  Salford,  Dealer  in 
all  kinds  of  British  and  Foraign  Stamps,  will  send  his  April 
list  on  receipt  of  stamped  envelope.  Collections  ci  100  dime- 
ent  stamps,  4s.  j  300,  IBs. ;  800,  28s.    Stamps  bought 

The  Shilling  Album  is  a  neat  and  service- 
able Book,  strongly  bound  in  doth,  and  ruled  to  contain  1400 
stamps.  Post  free,  one  stamp  extra.  B.  W.  Psoo,  1 1,  HoUes 
Street.  Dublin. 


A.  B.,  2,  Bartholomew  Street,  H'ewbury, 

vrill  send  his  List  of  Fbreign  Stamps  on  receipt  of  stamped 
envek^M. 


Woods  is  Pemberton,  Dealers  in  Obsolete 

Postage  Stamps,  OUve  Street,  HartlepooL    list  sent  on  Tweipt 
of  two  stamps. 


H.  Squier,  Arcade,  Dover,  has  quantities 

of  stamps  for  Bale.    Sweden  8,  at  8d.;  Modena  5  a.  Is., 
or9s.perdos. 


Wanted  to    Purchase,    a    Collection   of 

Foreign  Postage  StMnps,  compriring  upwards  of  1000  varieties, 
to  the  price  of  £40.  All  oflbrs,  and  at  the  same  time  a  cata- 
logue of  the  Collection  of  the  dilTerent  varieties,  to  be  made, 
post  free,  to  Monsieur  Oboar  BBBOSArLxvaAULT,  libraire  a 
Strasbourg,  France. 


The  Cheapest  Foreicrn  Stamps  at  W.  John- 
eon's,  Market  Place,  Dover.  List  of  Prices  sent  on  receipt  of 
stamped  oivelope. 


C.  B.   Jeeves,  46,   Ashbumham    Qrove, 

Greenwich,  S.  B.,  has  a  Uagt  number  of  used  and  tintisad 
Stamps  for  sale,  very  cheap,  including  ChUi.  Buenos  Ayres. 
Pony  Express,  clean  Prince  Edward's  Island,  itc  A  Price  list 
sent  for  two  stamps.  A  number  of  Inter.  Bev.  Certificatea 
and  other  American  stamps,  for  Sale,  cheap.  ' 


English  Essays,  Turkish,  Argentine  (15  c), 

Spanish  (1861),  Antigua,  SicUy,  Confederates.  New  Gmnadiu 
Denmark.  Proof  Impressions  of  above,  by  Whymper  6d. 
each,  by  post,  7d.,  of  B.  Upjohh,  Bookseller  and  Stati^er. 
24,  Bow  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.    Others  preparing. 

An  Agency  for  Purchase  of  Post  Stamps 

is  required.  Post-p^d  oflGmi,  with  lists  of  the  wanted  stai^ 
and  their  pnces,  to  Mr.  T.  BogKicxx,  jun.,  Qlauchau,  Saxony! 

The  « Ne  plus  Ultra »  of  Cheapness.— Post- 

S:e  Stamps  suppUed  by  Vioiob,  30,  Biggin  Street,  Dover. 
ent,  at  mere  nominal  prices.  -»  •• 


Mr.    Cooke,  Buckland,  Dover,    supplies 

stamps,  pwliCTdarly  obsoleta  issues,  at  prices  that  dofy  com- 
petition.   Selections  sent  for  inQ>ection  on  application. 

E.  Hine,  Mr.   Iiockharf  s,  Dunstable   (in 

oonnection  with  M.  DemX  Buys.  Sellst  or  Exchanges  ObUts- 
rated  Stamps.    Stamps  sold  on  commission,    ^^      vwui«- 
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C.   Q.,  Aooxnb  House,   Manchester,  can 

■npply  Dealers  and  Collectnrs  cheaper  than  auv  other  Dealer. 
ExaiDDles  (unuaed)  at  the  followiug  rates  per  dos. : — Helvetia^ 
Sc,  6a. ;  3c.,  8d. ;  5  c,  Is. ;  Honolulu,  ft  c.,  lOs.  6d. ;  HanoTer, 
igr.,  la.;  Spain,  2  c,  Is.  6d. ;  Hanovci^-Best^ld,  Is.; 
France,  2  c.,  6d. ;  Belgium,  1  o.,  4d. ;  Lubcck,  or  BorgedorC 
Iscfa.,  Is.  ;  Saxony,  3  pC,  9d. ;  ^  gr..  Is.;  United  States 
fenrelope),  1  c,  8s.  6d. ;  3  e.,  6s.  (two  kinds);  Broroen, 
is.  6d.  the  Set  of  6.  Fifty  diffcrait  private  Americans,  at  6d. 
each,  or  58.  per  dosen  (imtised).  Price  List  forwaxded  on  re- 
ceipt of  a  stamped-dirocted  enrelopo.  Ten  per  cent  off  all 
orden  above  5s.  A  Collection  of  625  varieties  on  hand.  Col- 
kctioos  ot  100  Tsrieties,  Sa.  Gd. ;  200,  12a.  6d. 


'  Omega,'  Everton,  IiiTerpool,  begs  to  call 

the  attention  of  Collectors  nf  Foreign  Postage  Stamps  to  his 
new  List,  which  will  be  forwarded  to  any  address  on  receipt 
of  a  stampod-directod  envelope.  The  following  will  suffice  to 
show  the  nature  of  tho  prices  in  general  : — Antigiui,  Id., 
4d. ;  BabamoB,  Id.,  4d. ;  4d.,  9d. ;  Baden,  I  kr..  Id. ;  Bavaria, 
1  kr.,  Id. ;  British  Ouiona,  1  c,  2d. ;  Canada  fonvolopos) 
5c,  6d. ;  10  o.,  9d. ;  Orocce,  1  Icpt.,  Id.;  2.  1^.;  5,  3d.; 
Liberia,  6  c..  Is. ;  12  a.  Is.  Sd. ;  Lxixembourg,  1  c..  Id.; 
Nevis,  Id.,  4a.  ;4d.,  9d. ;  Newfoundland,  Id.,  4d. ;  2d..  5d.; 
New  Granada,  6  a.  Is. ;  Papal  8tat«s,  ^,  2d. ;  1.  2d. ;  Ftince 
Kdward  Island.  Id ,  4d ;  2d.,  5d. ;  St.  Lucia,  red,  5d. ; 
blue,  10<L:  green.  Is. ;  Venezuela,  }.  I',  1  c ,  5d,  ouch,  or  Is  2d. 
tho  Set  of  3 ;  Wallachia,  3  naras,  6d. ;  6  niaras,  9d  ;  Western 
Australia,  Id.,  rose,  Bd. ;  2a.,  blue.  Is  ;  4d.,  red,  la.  6d.,  to, 
ke }  all  tmosed. 

Mr.  Herbert  Barber,  Deptford,  8.E.,  will 

issne  his  seventh  Prioa  List  of  several  hundred  Rare  Stamps— 
among  which  are  unused  Hawaiian  Islands  (2,  6,  and  13  c, 
and  1  c.  interinsularX  Liberia,  Bong  Konir,  Prince  Edward 
Island,  Newfoiuidland,  Canada  (envolopesX  Antigua,  Nevit*, 
St  Lnda,  Granada  Confederation,  Yenetuola,  and  raro  Parma 
and  Modcna  stomps,  and  unused  Mulready  ouvolopes;  nil 
of  which  are  warranted  genuine,— and  will  forward  it  to  his 
friends  and  collectors  on  receipt  of  one  stamp. 

Mr.  J.  Hooper,  1,  Hanover  Court,  Milton 

street^  London.  KC— Foreign  Postage  Stamps  Br^ight,  Sold, 
«r  Exchaneed.  The  largest  stock  of  Foreijni  Postage  Stamps, 
and  the  cheafieBi  Doaler  in  Loudon.  N.B.— Unused  Ionian 
laUnds,  lod.  per  Sot  of  Throe.  All  other  stamps  at  equally 
low  raioes.  J.  H.  has  Just  published  the  foiutn  edition  of 
his  Price  Catalogue,  d^cribing  form,  value,  colours,  date  of 
issue,  4c.,  of  lOW)  varieties.  This  is  the  cheapest  and  most 
coiDprchcn<sivo  yet  published.  Sent  post  tree  on  receipt  of  a 
stamped  envelope. 

Kow  Beady,No8. 1, 2,  and  3ofW.  Miller's 

Sheets  of  Unused  Foreign  Postage  Stamps.  No.  1.  containing 
23  good  specimens,  post  ft-ee,  3a.  No.  2,  containing  24  rarer 
^jwimens,  post  free,  6s.  Na  3,  containing  8  expensive  varie- 
ties, post  free,  4s.  6d.  These  sheets  are  calculated  in  an  omi- 
Bent  degree  to  meet  the  first  wtvnts  of  all  new  Collectors,  and, 
if  the  system  Is  found  to  answer,  other  varieties  will  be  rapidly 
lotroduoed  at  similar  prices.  W.  MnxER,  Derriugham  House, 
HnlL 

Dealers  in  Foreign  Postage  Stamps  should 

at  noce  send  etimpcd-dlrcctcd  envelope  for  Fleet  and  Jack- 
son's List  of  Clean  Contiucutal  Stamps.  Address,  O.  Flstf, 
Peckham,  Surrey. 

To  Stamp  Collectors.  To  be  sold  a  Collec- 
tion of  650  British,  Foreign,  and  Colonial  postage  stamps,  con- 
tshifng  several  txceedingly  rare  stampn,  and  nearly  150  unused, 
neatly  arranged  in  book,  with  flags,  arms,  and  printed  names 
ofthecouiitriea.  Oilers  and  qu^ons  concerning  the  collec- 
tion can  be  made  to  R  B.  S.,  Glebe  Vilb^  Lee,  8.E. 

E.  Bolton,  16,  Spring  Street,  Hull,  has  a 

laige  number  of  Continental  and  Colonial  Stamps.  The  fol- 
VmiBg  are  samples  of  prices  per  dos. :— Luxembourg  1  c., 
St  6d. ;  Nevis  Id.,  at  4a. ;  and  Martinique  1  c.,  at  Is.  6d. 


Foreign  Postage  Stamps.    A  large  quan- 

tltv  of  tho  above  for  sale— some  very  rare.  Send  stamp  for  list. 
A  beiiutifril  engraved  fiic-slniilo  (equal  to  the  original)  of  tho 
Granada  Confederation  10  c  will  be  sent  pontfrtv  for  7  stamps. 
As  only  a  limited  number  will  be  Issued,  and  each  numbeivd, 
orders  should  be  sent  oariy.  Address,  E.  C.  Hall  &  Co., 
Foreign  Stamp  Dealers,  Hartlepool 

Jas.  J.  Woods,  Olive  Street,  Hartlepool, 

has  a  rare  Collection  for  sale  price  £35,  containing  6U0  stamps 
^300  of  which  are  unused).  J.  J.  W.  will  send  hisList  for  May 
on  receipt  of  two  stomps. 


Stamps.     For  sale  an  Album  containing 

200  varieties,  mcluding  many  of  the  rarest  current  and  obsolete 
stamps  in  exii«tenoe ;  for  List,  Ac.,  send  stamp  to  C.,  PostoflBce, 
Park  Road.  Clapham,  London,  8. 

Wholesale  Dealers  of  Stamps,  and  Col- 
lectors having  Stamps  cither  far  Exchange  or  Sale,  are  re- 
quested to  send  hats,  or.  If  possible,  the  stamps  on  ap  roba- 
tiou,  to  R.  CowLrr,  21.  Snniyate  Street,  Dover  Cheapness  Is 
the  main  point.  All  communications  must  contain  a  stamp 
for  reply. 


C.   W.   Deadman,   26,   Adelaide   Square, 

Windsor,  Denier  in  Foicign  Postage  Stamps.  list  sent  on 
receipt  of  ono  stamp. 

Colonials  and  Continentals  of  all   sorts 

sent  for  inspection  on  rocciit  of  fttimued  envelope.  A  large 
stock  of  Rare  Stamt  s  on  kind  at  moderate  prices.  Obsolete 
Spanish,  Portugnove.  Mauritius,  Saxon,  &c.  Common  Stamps 
sold  wholcssUe.    A.  B.,  57,  York  Place.  Bdinburj^^h. 

Cheap  Foreign  Postage  Stamps.— <  Beta,^ 

Barlow  Street,  Ardwick,  can  supply  Collectnrs  and  others  with 
every  kind  of  Stamps.  Examples  :  Colloctions  of  100,  4s. ; 
200,  13a  ;  800,  28s.;  50-1,  80s  ;  all  different  kinds;  Chili,  4d. 
each  ;  Greek,  2d.  each ;  Hong  Kong.  6d.  each ;  Yenexue^a,  7d. 
each  ;  Old  Belgian,  4d.  each ;  Old  Spanish.  1850,  1.  2,  3, 4,  at 
Is.  6d.  each ;  Helvetia,  7d.  per  dosen ;  2  cent  French,  6d.  per 
dosen ;  Oldenburg,  Is.  2d.  per  dosen  ;  \  Hamburg,  Is.  per 
dosen  ;  Bergedorf  \.  and  Lnbock  ^,  each  Is.  per  dosen  ;  Set  of 
each.  Is.  3d.  ;  )  Mecklenburg,  6d.  per  doxen ;  1  cent  Belgian, 
Sd.  per  dosen  ;  Antigua,  Id.  (unusedX  7s.  per  doxen ;  Ameri- 
can 1  cent  envelope  (dittoX  2a.  per  doxen ;  British  Ouluia, 
1  cent  (dittoX  2s.  6d.  per  doxen.  Apply  at  once.  Bsta  also 
buys  stamps.    P.S.— Stamps  sent  on  inspoction. 

Decroiz  &  Squier,  Bazaar,  Dover,  beg  to 

announce  that  on  receipt  of  two  stamps  they  indll  forward 
their  new  List  of  Stamps,  the  i  rices  of  which  they  tnist  will 
give  univemi  satisfaction  They  will  also,  on  receipt  of  an 
extra  stamn,  forward  a  selection  of  stamps  on  approbation. 
Dccroix  and  Squier  also  purchase  stamps  (obsolete)  if  prices 
are  reasonable.  Letters  requiring  an  answer  must  contain 
stamp. 

H.  a.  Smith,  12,  Chestnut  Street,  Water- 
loo Road,  ^f  ancbester,  supplies  Stamps  at  very  low  prices  ; 
e.  g„  Helvetia  2  c.,  6d.  ;  3  c.,  9d. ;  5  c  ,  Is.,  per  dosen,  nnnsed. 
French  2  c.,  8d.  per  dosen  ;  and  others  in  proportion.  Col- 
lections of  100  different  stamps,  wint  umued,  4&  Fourth 
edition  of  Price  List  forwarded  on  receipt  of  stamped  envelope. 
Coins  bought  and  sold. 


Cheap    Stamps.— S.  Davis,    18,    Qranby 

Street.  Leicester,  Dealer  in  Foreign  Postage  Stamps,  will  fiar- 
word  his  Prioo  List  of  stamps  on  reooipt  of  stamped  euvelopo. 

Important  Announcement.— To  be  Dis- 
posed of,  by  100  Members  at  2s.  each,  a  Rare  Collection  of 
Stamps,  value  £12.  Tickets  forwarded  on  receipt  of  2s.  Id. 
If  the  }ots  are  not  all  taken  by  June  1st,  the  money  wUlbe 
rebimed.    Yiorroa,  80,  Biggin  Street,  Dover. 
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Vo   Stamp   and    Crest    Collectors. — Jost 

Kibll*hed.  beaiitiflillv  prtntod  Ed  Coloun,  !&»  nr  embUmonsd 
Gold  did  BilTer,  la.  Cd.  rath  thcM;  by  puat,  one  «iti> 

Sheet  t.    Armi  of  all  Nationa. 

a.    Anna  of  all  tho  Colleges  of  Oxford. 


Jl  the  CainbrtdKS  Catlecea. 


,  the  Forelj[ii  Stamp  uid 


Seadji  in  a  /W  daya.    Fourth  Edititm,  rttiicd.  avffnLtnifii,  and 

eorrfctid. 

C&talogue    of   Poatage    Stamps,— Britisli, 


Forged   Stamps  :  How   to  Detect  them. 

roalfrce.la.  Id.    ConUlulneBcininte  de«il]!tloii>  of  nenrl; 
SflOPalBQ  Stnmp^    Hay  be  btfd  from  either  of  rhe  authora. 


Albuma.  GeognLphloallvunsiiH^  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Ony, 
t.i.8.,  F.I.B..  ITC.,  of  Iha  Britlah  MuMnm.  Prioe  I 
la.  Td,     London  :  E.   UisLBoBijuaH  A  Co., 


Bk   LiiclB,  Id..    Cd.    each,  or  Aa.  poi 

le.  3d.  e»ch:Uc,  I«.*Mh;  2JC.,  i.         .___ „ 

tlantpiarf  KMOfd.     Other  klnda  cquaJly  low,  for  vhicb  aeo 
PrlmUat,  Kl'iag  desiYlptioii  ofrorDi,  cnloun,  kc.  of  oyorSOO 

ordai».  Ac.  M  bo  uddroeeed  u  aboTO.  to  W.  y^>^r^o,  Aiiitrne 
N°R  ""'!"''■  ■'I'lii'  ttey  will  receive  prooint  altention. 

kind  ofatUDpaauiipiildallheiiliQlesaleprleaa. 


n  FnrtiffH  Stamp  and  C*wt  OiUiclon. 

Stftfibrd    Smith    and    Smith's    Month^ 

drciilar  n>r  Hay  will  be  isiit  gntit  and  port  bw  »  nj 
KldnM  oil  applicaclou. 

nfrd  Tlioumwmd, 

Stafibrd   Smith  and  Smith's  DescriptlTS 

Price  CataloBUeol  m«iy  hundred  varieties  of  Briilab,  OHmiW. 
Engrailn^B  of  Kan  Stampa.    Prine  4d. ;  peal  free.  Sd. 
Aw  Hindi,  jSmiUiAiHy  prinird  in  Olonrt, 

Stafford  Smith  and  Smith's  Xew  and  Com' 

"laee-Slamp    Album    Uibel*,      Comnriihui 
„_    bv  Dr.  J.  S. 

- -.    ,   -.--,    .«..,...  ^,    .-.tliii    MaaeiUB. 

Price  la.  td. ;  poat  (Tee,  le.  Td. 

Impartanl  U  Hum  almU  to  CoOtct. 

Stafibrd  Smith  and  Smith's  Five-Shilling 

P.ickot  of  Pnroign  Pwlnge  Stompa.    ftntniQlmt  Mr.   '    "  - 
of  Foreign  Stampe,  -*'  '"  — j-v-^J.*'*.  -    - 

obliterated.    I'JMfn 


la  of  ISO  rttlea,  ffiK«taiihlcally  ai 


Poet  free,  St 


Two-and- 

rieign  dlamjie^  all  uuuaed. 


ffw  PaOfl  n/  Ptmut  aempt. 

Stafford   Smith  &-Bm)teis   Flve-stailling 

Packet  of  Locik]  ArDBritnu  PeMito  S&mpe.    OcoCamiur  M 
variotiea.    Post  fW»,  ia.  Id. .  ^H  ^^ 

StaSbrd  Smith  and  Smith's  One-and-Sfx- 

poiiuT   Crual   Album.    Bound   In    ct^b,   and   i-iled  lu  aw) 
dl™ioiu.    Post  frco,  la.  Id. 

«■■  ^rmi,  Crvil.  dx.fiJFA-lniwt. 

Ebrd  Smith  and  Smith's  One-Shilliiur 

fArma.  Cruta,  Monngmma,  Ao.  compnning  upwarjs 
r»liea ;  Rebi^  ■tamped  in  Coloura.    Pml  fne.  Is.  Id. 
IS  Foreign  Stamp  and  Crest  Uep6c;  13,  Oeor^v  SCraet, 


«(«jferd  snua  di  amith,  IS.  a«^  a™<,  a,ik, 

B^anl. 

Slaffonl  SniUkd: 

am  inunuo  tMli  i  m. 

nan  Mat 

UK  Almn^  Kra  enria'a  lada  laa  d  (nd™  lot  par:a  dd 
Slafi^  »„M  .t  SmiO^  19,   ftwiF<  M™*,   B«*,    »vta„d. 

Diaa  Jnrnalmrd  jaUn  Uc 
Bflmfa.  Oi  thalerJ,  vrlik 


SlB.Ji)rd  SmUh  *  Sail*.  13,  Oorpt  Stmt.  Bat*.  Bnglan: 


ondoo:PubllahcdhTK.  MABr.BoaoDoa*ro.  t  A'e  Marts 
l*ne,  B.C  ;  and  STArrem.  Hkith  A  fiiiTB,  Fondim 
Blamp  «Hd  LrMt  Uep*U  13.  George  Street,  Bath,  to 
whoao  aire  all  Commimiouioua  fcr  the  Editor  ue  Co  ba 
oddreiBod.  ~=  ~  "« 
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A  TALE  OF  A  POSTAGE  STAMP. 
DOZE   THE    PIRBT   CONTrNUED.— PART   III. 
THB   HOME  OF  THE    AKTiaT. 
'  What  need  of  luxury  to  those 
Whom  calm  aonUiitmeiit  given  repow ; 
Or  what  eitemaU  dull  the  smart 
Aiidng  from  .on  sohinx  heart  I ' 

Half  offended  at  the  frequent  istemiptiona, 
bat  somewhat  pacified  by  the  homage  be- 
■towed  on  ita  hero,  the  postage  stamp  re- 
named its  narrative. 

'  At  length  the  patience  of  the  expectant 
crowd  was  rewarded  with  the  desired  eight. 
Fmt  a  distant  ham,  next  the  distinct  Bhoota 
Ro.6.   June  1,1868.    Prloe  Fourpenoe.] 


of  the  vivas,  signified  the  approach  of  the 
cavalcade.  Every  eye  was  strained,  every 
neck  stretched  forwara  for  a  glimpse,  every 
month  ready  with  a  ciT  of  welcome;  and 
Garibaldi  rode  slowly  by,  hie  noble  coun- 
tenance at  once  betokening  the  bravery  of 
the  man,  and  the  feeling  heart  of  the  buy, 
who  is  represented  as  weeping  for  hours 
over  a  grasshopper,  whose  leg  he  had  im- 
wittiugly  torn  off,  while  amnsing  himself 
with  patting  the  poor  little  thing  in  his 
hand,  and  watching  it  bop  off  on  the  grass. 

'  The  procession  of  nobles,  mOitary  and 
civil  dignitaries,  and  burghers  passed  on. 
The  gazers  gradually  dispersed,  and  my 
owner  sadly  and  slowly  "  wended  on  his 
way,"  passing  through  the  Boboli  gardens, 
and  reaching  by  a  circuitous  route  the  Costa 
San  Giorgio,  as  the  better  way  of  avoiding 
the  crowds  still  lingering  in  front  of  the 
Pitti  Palace.  Thence  through  a  narrow  and 
tortaons  alley  he  gained  his  lodging  in  the 
Via  dei  BariU. 

'It  was  the  very  house,  and  his  apart- 
ment, mayhap,  the  sel&ame  room  long  ninca 
the  chamber  of  the  beautiful  Dianora;  whose 
romantic  tale,  depicted  in  an  unfinished  copy 
of  the  celebrated  picture  by  Benedetto  Ser- 
[B«glBteTod  for  Tranamisalon  Alnroad. 


70 


THE  STAMP  COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE.        [June  1, 1863. 


volino,  wanted  bat  a  few  last  touches  by  the 
yonng  artist,  for  such  he  was,  to  rival  the 
original.  It  stood  forth,  in  truth,  a  perfect 
fac-simile,  save  in  the  portrait  of  the  (Wsel, 
whose  face,  equally  as,  or  even  more,  beau- 
tiM  than  its  supposed  prototype,  evidenced 
that  the  painter,  perhaps  unconsciously,  had 
been  tracing  lineaments  other  than  those  of 
the  original  model. 

'  You  may  not  have  seen  the  painting,  or 
heard  the  story  I  am  alluding  to.  The  for- 
mer you  may  observe  in  one  of  the  rooms 
opening  from  the  Tribune  in  the  Uffizi  at 
Florence,  and  of  the  latter  I  can  &vour  you 
with  the  narrative. 

*Like  the  Romeo  and  Juliet  of  Verona, 
Hyppolito  and  Dianora  were  youthful  mem- 
bers of  two  noble  families  at  deadly  feud  in 
Florence.  In  conformity  with  the  wonted 
behests  of  Cupid, 

"  Who  laughs  to  soom  all  shackles  but  his  own," 

they  met,  and  met  to  love.  After  the  first 
chance  meeting  and  avowal  of  affection,  a 
stolen  glance  in  church  or  other  place  of 
common  resort  being  ill-sufficient  to  satisfy 
their  ardour,  an  appointment  was  made  by 
the  friendly  contrivance  of  an  old  nurse, 
who  agreed  to  allow  an  interview  in  her 
presence. 

*The  lover,  provided  with  a  rope-ladder, 
hurried  to  the  blissful  rendezvous ;  but  the 
night-patrol,  unfortunately  observing  the 
still  hanging  means  of  descent,  awaiting 
their  opportunity,  seized  on  the  luckless 
Hyppohto  as  a  burglar,  and  dragged  him  off 
to  prison. 

'  Rather  than  tarnish  the  &ir  &me  of  his 
beloved  mistress,  the  gallant  youth  allowed 
himself  to  be  arraigned  and  condemned  as  a 
housebreaker,  under  the  accusation  of-  the 
rival  faction,  too  glad  of  an  opportunity  to 
humble  their  foes  by  the  ignominious  death 
of  one  of  the  noblest  representatives  of  their 
race. 

*  In  those  days,  short  was  the  interval 
between  condemnation  and  death ;  and  Hyp- 
polito would  have  silently  and  heroically 
borne  his  fate,  had  not  the  tidings  of  the 
fatal  sentence  reached  the  ears  of  Dianora, 
who,  disdaining  the  conventionalities  of 
society,     with     self-devotion     worthy     her 


adorer,  rushed  into  the  judgment-hall,  and 
boldly  avowed  the  truth. 

'  The  story  goes,  that  the  judges  were  so 
struck  with  the  self-abnegation  of  the 
amorous  pair,  that  they  unanimously  freed 
the  accused ;  and  a  meeting  of  the  heads  of 
the  hostile  houses  being  held,  it  was  agreed, 
in  acknowledgement  of  their  appreciation  of 
the  well-observed  faith  of  the  lovers,  to 
cement  an  alliance  by  means  of  their  lawM 
union. 

'  The  apartment  of  the  artist  was  large, 
bare,  and,  as  regards  furniture,  comfortless ; 
the  remains  of  former  splendour,  evidenced 
in  the  elaborate  carvings  about  the  doors 
and  windows,  and  the  tarnished,  ooppeiy 
appearance  of  parts  once  richly  gilded,  tend- 
ing frirther  to  contrast  with  the  meagrenesa 
of  the  fittings,  and  generally  poor  quality  ci 
the  scantfly-supphed  conveniences  for  daily 
use. 

*  From  a  recess,  to  which  it  had  apparently 
been  made  to  fit^  had  been  ^dragged  forth 
into  the  room  a  heavy  side-table,  contrived 
so  as  to  form  a  substitute  for  an  easel ;  most 
imwieldy  to  manage,  but  placed  in  the  best 
possible  light.  A  smaller  table,  holding  the 
implements  of  painting,  a  few  mis-matched 
chairs,  a  magnificently-carved  but  worm- 
eaten  old  chest,  a  few  minor  articles  of 
utility,  a  small  but  choice  assortment  of 
books  on  some  shelves  of  common  wood,  a 
footless  and  curtainless  pallet  in  one  comer, 
and  a  smaller  one  in  another,  pretty  well 
comprehended  the  contents  of  the  domicile. 

*0n  the  latter  was  reclining  a  delicate, 
intellectual-looking  little  fellow  about  eleven 
or  twelve  years  of  age,  intently  occupied  in 
gumming  some  postage  stamps  in  a  small 
book. 

'"Lorenzo,  caro  mio  fratel,"  cried  the 
boy,  too  interested  in  his  occupation  to  hear 
us  till  we  entered,  "  how  glad  I  am  you  are 
back.  Have  you  brought  me  one  of  ihe  new 
stamps  you  promised  me  ?  " 

*  "Yes,  dear  child,  I  have  it  for  you;  but 
have  you  been  staying  in  all  day  ?  I  thought 
you  were  coming  to  meet  me  and  see  Qiii* 
oaldi's  entry." 

' "  I  meant  to,  fratel  carissimo,  but  I 
thought  I  had  better  put  our  room-  to  rights 
while  you  were  away.    I  can  never  do  it 
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when  you  are  at  borne  pamting,  because  I 
ihonld  be  intermpting  yon,  and  tbe  dust 
would  fly  about  and  stick  to  tbe  wet  colours. 
Ix>ok,  now,  see  bow  nicely  I  bave  dusted  all 
the  books,  and  set  everytning  in  order  quite 
ready  for  you  wben  you  want  to  go  on  witb 
yonr  picture." 

^"And  80,  fratellino  caro,  you  baye  de- 
priyed  yourself  of  tbe  pleasure  of  witnessing 
the  gay  sigbts  of  to-day,  to  stay  all  alone  at 
home  and  trj  and  make  me  comfortable  ! 
You  are  a  good,  dear  little  companion ;  and 
I  wish  I  could  do  more  for  yon  tban  I  am 
eirer  likely  to  be  able." 

'"You  let  me  live  witb  you,  and  tbat  is 
alllwant,"  said  tbe  boy:  "wben  my  dear 
mother  died,  and  tbat  bad  uncle  of  mine 
tamed  me  out  of  tbe  bouse,  I  migbt  bave 
been  starred  in  tbe  streets,  if  you  bad  not 
taken  me  borne  witb  you ;  and  I  sbould  be 
ingrato,  ing^tissimo,  if  I  did  not  do  all  I 
can  to  please  you  ! " 

'"Well,  dear  cbild,  you  must  be  hungry. 
You  can  baye  bad  nothing  to  eat  since  tbe 
morning.  It  is  a  gala  day ;  you  sball  go  to 
J(na  &yourite  cafe,  and  baye  a  treat." ' 

PART   IV. 

ADINE. 

*  The  casket  rich,  but  richer  hr 

The  precious  treasure  held  in  store  : 

A  face  and  form  of  beauty  rare ; 

A  heart  and  mind  beyond  compare  : — 
Mortatity  an  angel  wore.' 

*Opf  we  set — we!  —  towards  tbe  Ponte 
Rnbaconte,  wbence  tbey  took  boat  to  tbe 
Ponte  Santa  Trinita,  and  landed  near 
Dcmey's.  There  tbey  seated  tbemselyes  by 
sn  open  window,  looking  out  on  tbe  Amo, 
in  me  only  room  wbere  smoking  was 
nUowed ;  and  while  Lorenzo  afforded  bimself 
bat  a  moderate  supply  of  edibles,  on  tbe 
feigned  plea  of  baying  preyiously  dined,  tbe 
plate  of  tbe  boy  Carlo  was  sedulously  and 
sbandsmtly  fumisbed. 

*Soon  despatcbing  bis  own  frugal  meal, 
*nd  calmly  supplying  tbe  deficiency  witb 
a  foil  pipe,  my  possessor  goodnaturedly 
watched  bis  young  companion's  eager  en- 
joyment of  tbe  feast.  Wben  bis  bunger 
seemed  fully  appeased, — 

*"  Well,  Garlmo  dear,  you  are  forgetting 
joor  stamp ;  bere  it  is ;  and  I  baye  bougbt  a 


few  more  for  you  of  tbose  now  out  of  use. 
Tbey  will  look  better  in  your  little  book 
tban  tbe  marked  ones.'* 

* "  Mille  grazie,  Lorenzo  caro,"  replied  tbe 
deligbted  boy,  "  wbat  a  nice,  brigbt-coloured, 
yellow  lion  ! " 

'Yes,'  interposed  anotber  occupant  of 
tbe  sbeet,  'I  am  tbe  identical  stcunp  you 
are  alluding  to  !  I  remember  tbe  oircum« 
stance  yery  well ;  and  Carlo  said  be  tbougbt 
we  were  mucb  prettier  tban  tbe  new  pat- 
tern. Poor  cbild !  I  can  tell  you  sometbing 
about  bim  by  and  by  tbat  will  make  your 
beart  acbe.' 

*  Your  turn  in  turn,*  was  tbe  rejoinder  of 
tbe  Cross,  neitber  pleased  witb  tbe  inter- 
ruption, nor  tbe  reminiscence  of  tbe  com- 
pliment paid  tbe  otber  in  depreciation  of 
itself  wlucb,  forsootb,  I  bad  not  been  in- 
tended to  bear,  *  allow  me  to  proceed.' 

*  Wben  tbe  cats — or  lions,  or  wbateyer 
tbey  may  be — ^were  carefully  re-deposited  by 
tbe  cbild  in  bis  protector's  purse,  Lorenzo 
proposed  walking  slowly  borne,  by  tbe  bank 
of  tbe  silyery  Amo,  and  tbey  left  the  caf6 
accordingly. 

'  Near  tbe  door  was  standing  a  poor  beg- 
gar ;  one  balf-stiyryed-looking  child  clinging 
to  ber  side,  and  an  emaciated  baby  in  ber 
arms.  Tbe  generous-bearted  Lorenzo  im- 
mediately emptied  bis  purse  of  all  tbe  small 
coin  wbicb  would  baye  purchased  what  be 
bad  just  denied  bimself,  and  ¥ras  hurrying 
off*  with  Carlo,  in  ayoidance  of  tbe  bene^ 
dicites  showered  after  bim  by  the  grateful 
woman,  wben  a  stately  coronetted  carriage,, 
emblazoned  witb  armorial  bearings,  and 
ghttering  witb  silyer,  attended  by  seryants 
in  rich  liyeries,  droye  past. 

*  The  occupants  were  four  ; — a  noble* 
looking,  grrey-baired  old  man,  a  younger 
one,  an  elderly  female,  and  a  yision  of  such 
surpassing  loyeliness  as  is  often  thought  of 
and  described,  but  so  seldom  seen.  The  boy 
obseryed  them  first,  and,  baying  some  idea 
tbat  the  rencontre  would  not  be  agreeable 
to  his  friend,  tried,  but  in  yain,  to  withdraw 
bis  attention.  He  caught  sight  of  the  young 
man,  and  the  same  demoniac  expression  tbat 
bad  so  startled  me  in  tbe  morning,  and  a 
like  quiyering  of  tbe  whole  frame,  seemed, 
as  it  were,  to  change  bis  identity. 
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'The  purse  lay  still  unclosed  in  his 
hand  : — 

'"Vendetta,"  hissed  a  voice  in  his  ear, 
"  my  uncle  !  "  cried  Carlo,  as  he  clung  closer 
to  his  protector,  in  terror  of  the  ill-looking 
ruffian  on  the  other  side.  The  whole  passed 
in  less  time  than  I  take  in  recounting  it.  A 
galloping  horse  caused  a  current  of  air, 
which  wafted  me  from,  the  open  purse,  im- 
noticed  by  my  owners,  and  deposited  me  in 
a  few  seconds  on  the  coat  of  the  object  of 
Lorenzo's  jealousy  and  hate. 

*  "  There's  one  of  your  beggar-brat's  play- 
things," said  the  brute,  as  he  contemptuously 
tossed  me  into  the  lap  of  his  lovely  cousin, 
for  so  she  was ;  "  you  had  better  take  care  of 
it  for  him." 

*  With  that  momentary  touch,  my  quick 
capacity  for  comprehending  character  gave 
me  an  insight  into  one  without  a  single  re- 
deeming quality.  Proud,  heartless,  greedy, 
unprincipled,  cowardly,  and  licentious,  Ber- 
nardo del  Garbo,  early  deprived  of  the  ad- 
monitions of  a  father,  foolishly  spoiled  by  a 
doting  mother,  with  sufficient  art  to  hide  his 
most  glaring  faults  from  the  eyes  of  a  partial 
grand&ther,  had  contrived  to  persuade  the 
old  noble  to  regard  him  as  the  accepted 
suitor  of  his  granddaughter  Adine,  heiress 
of  the  vast  wealth  of  her  mother,  a  German 
princess. 

'  Adine  was  of  too  sweet  a  disposition  to 
resent  the  taunt,  and  never,  indeed,  other- 
wise than  tacitly  evinced  her  distaste  for  the 
connexion ;  but,  whatever  her  secret  and, 
even  to  herself^  scarcely  acknowledged  feel- 
ings in  another  direction,  she  patiently  and 
trustfully  relied  on  the  influence  of  her 
paternal  aunt,  the  abbess  of  Santa  ApoUonia, 
should  matters  come  to  a  crisis  ;  who  would 
only  have  been  too  glad  to  avert  the  dreaded 
match,  by  receiving  her  niece  and  her  large 
revenues  into  the  convent  of  which  she  was 
the  principal. 

*  The  abbess  and  the  old  marquis  were  too 
intent  upon  a  religious  disquisition  to  notice 
the  rude  sneer  of  their  relative ;  and  Adine 
quietly  took  me  up  and  deposited  me  in  her 
ivory  portemonnaie,  inlaid  with  gold,  and 
adorned  with  rubies  and  diamonds.  On 
rolled  the  carriage,  and  frequently  had  I  the 
welcome  chance  of  gazing  on  such  a  com- 


bination of  loveliness  as  seldom  fidls  to  the 
share  of  mortality.  The  face,  the  form,  the 
lout  enaemhle,  of  the  adorable  Adine,  were  a 
rare  embodiment  of  heart  and  soul.  Feature 
and  expression,  grace  and  simplicity,  modesty 
and  dignity,  united  to  produce  perfection. 
The  purse  was  ever  open  in  her  hand ;  the 
numerous  beggars,  as  well  as  the  members 
of  the  poorer  convents,  being  on  the  watch 
for  the  passage  of  the  well-lmown  carriage, 
and  certain  of  receiving  a  handsome  gra* 
tuity  from  so  liberal  a  hand,  enhanced  by  a 
glimpse  of  the  angelic  countenance  of  their 
oenefactress. 

'  The  ducal  palace  was  the  destination  of 
the  party  ;  where  an  assemMy  in  honour  of 
the  day's  event  had  been  appointed  by  the 
powers  that  were.  Through  the  stately 
rooms,  and  amidst  the  brilliant  company, 
"  observed  of  all  observers,"  passed  the  mar- 
quis and  his  granddaughter,  who,  hanging 
on  his  arm,  had  quietly  contrived  to  leave 
the  abbess  to  the  escort  of  Bernardo,  who 
followed  with  gloomy  brow,  folly  alive  to 
the  tacit  avoidance  of  his  society. 

'His  ill-humour  was  &r  from  dissipated 
by  his  companion's  discourse, — well  inclined 
to  avail  herself  of  so  good  an  opportunity  of 
giving  her  nephew  a  gentle  lecture  on  the 
renunciation  of  the  vanities  of  the  world; 
perfectly  unconscious  of  the  pride  of  femily — 
by  no  means  incompatible  with  high  reli- 
gious feeling— evinced  by  herself  in  her 
general  haughtiness  of  bearing,  and  in  the- 
superb  and  almost  priceless  diadem  of  bril- 
liants confining  her  black  veil,  and  managed 
at  once  to  denote  her  regal  descent  and 
sacred  profession ;  being  formed  of  large  sin- 
gle stones  raised  on  points  of  invisible  Bterlin 
iron-work,  so  as  to  resemble  the  halo  oon- 
ventionally  depicted  round  the  heads  of 
saints  and  martyrs. 

'  Bernardo  was  by  no  means  popular  with 
the  Slite  of  the  Florentine  nobility.  His 
arrogance  was  unbearable  in  the  eyes  of 
youths  ranking  equally  with  himself;  and 
their  ill-disguised  enjoyment  of  his  evident 
discomfiture  almost  maddened  him.  At  last^ 
taking  advantage  of  his  aunt's  rencontre 
with  the  prior  of  Santa  Maria,  he  managed 
to  escape  such  uncongenial  company,  and 
hurried  from  the  palace  to  prepare  for  an 
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appomtment  more  in  imison  with  the  som- 
bre tints  of  his  disposition. 

*  Though  I  am  faXLj  cognisant  of  all  that 
transpired  after  parting  company  with  my 
young  friends,  Lorenzo  and  Carlo,  as  the 
yellow  cat — I  beg  his  pardon,  lion — ^most 
We  accompanied  them  home,  if  he  tells 
tnith,  he  may  as  well  relate  what  occnr- 
rences  he  witnessed,  which  will  give  me  a 
Htyerest,  and  spare  me  the  annoyance  of 
intenraption.' 

The  yellow  lion,  nothing  loth  to  ayail 
itself  of  the  hint,  shook  its  mane,  settled  the 
crown  on  its  head,  and,  gracefnlly  resting 
one  paw  on  its  shield,  thns  took  up  the  nar- 
ration of  the  Cross. 

^Far  diffsrent  was  the  scene  in  the  abode 
of  the  artist,  after  we  reached  home,  from 
that  so  graphically  described  by  my  worthy 
bat  nnconrteons  comrade  just  now.  Poor 
Httle  innocent  Carlo  lay  crouched  in  terror 
at  the  farthest  comer  of  his  humble  pallet, 
e?er  and  anon  regarding  with  tender  afiec- 
ticm  his  friend  and  protector,  and  longing  to 
try  and  relieve  the  agony  apparent  on  his 
countenance,  but  fearing  to  approach  nearer 
bis  dreaded  nncle,  who  was  lounging  in  a 
large  chair,  smoking,  sneering,  and  taunt- 
ing, the  very  model  of  Mephistopheles  tempt- 
ing Faust ;  while  the  unhappy  Lorenzo, 
sometimes  wildly  pacing  the  apartment, 
sometimes  throwing  himself  on  a  seat,  and 
burying  his  face  with  his  hands  on  the  table, 
was  now  striying  with  all  his  better  nature 
to  combat  the  arguments  of  the  fiend  at  his 
dbow;  and  now,  with  all  the  fervid  tem- 
perament of  the  children  of  the  South, 
goaded  by  pride  and  passion,  was  gradually 
SQocnmbmg  to  the  powers  of  darkness,  and 
yielding  to  the  dark  suggestions  of  a  base 
revenge.' 

(To  be  cordmued,) 


THE  RATIONALE  OP  A  POSTAGE- 
STAMP  ALBUM. 

BT  THE   BEV.   HBNEY    H.   HIGGIN8,   M.A. 

Sits  a  high  authority,  *  In  all  labour  there 
ii  profit.*  Now,  without  drawing  invidious 
comparisons  with  other  occupations,  the  col- 
lectmg  of  postage  stamps  has,  it  will  be 
genenUy  allowed,  be^i  followed  by  very 


many  of  the  junior  members  of  the  com- 
munity with  a  zeal  which  has  not  a  little 
astonished  their  elders  ;  and,  at  all  events, 
the  maxim  above  quoted  may  lead  us  to  look 
for  some  good  results  from  a  pursuit  which 
has  called  into  exercise  so  much  diligence. 

These  prospective  benefits  seem  likely  to 
be  of  vaiious  kinds  ;  some  may,  perhaps, 
arise  from  an  eicamination  of  the  stamps  as 
works  of  art  The  hundreds  of  kinds  which 
adorn  a  well-stocked  album  afford  oppor- 
tunities for  discrimination,  in  judging  of  the 
skill  and  good  taste  displayed  in  their  execu- 
tion. They  are,  of  course,  in  this  respect 
inferior  to  coins  ;  but  comparatively  few 
young  collectors  can  hope  to  obtain  many  of 
the  higher  specimens  of  art  in  coins  or 
medals,  the  best  of  which  are  generally  the 
most  expensive,  whilst  in  stamps  the  reverse 
of  this  is  more  commonly  the  case.  The 
young  connoisseur  who  has  expended  but  a 
trifling  sum  in  these  productions  may  have 
learned  that  an  elaborate  design,  or  a  showy 
combination  of  colours,  or  a  grotesque  siu- 
gulariiy  of  pattern,  may  be  found  in  a  very 
inferior  stamp,  badly  executed,  and  devoid 
of  any  real  merit.  He  may  also  have 
learned  the  very  useful  lesson,  that  true 
excellence  is  not  confined  to  any  single  style 
or  model,  but  attends  every  careful  and  skil- 
ivH  application  of  the  rules  of  art  to  practice. 
For  example,  the  full-fiiced  portrait  of  our 
Queen  on  the  Nova  Scotian  stamp  is  totally 
different  in  style  from  the  head  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  on  a  stamp  recently 
issued  ;  yet  as  works  of  art  both  are  truly 
admirable. 

A  further  amount  of  good  may  be  derived 
from  the  arrangement  of  a  collection, 
whether  it  be  done  geographically  or  terri- 
torially. 

The  geographical  arrangement  brings  to- 
gether the  stamps  of  countries  situated  in 
the  same  great  natural  divisions  of  the 
earth's  surface ;  a  plan  which  may  well  serve 
to  help  the  memory,  especially  in  such 
instances  as  the  islands  of  the  West  Indies, 
or  the  states  of  the  continent  of  North 
America.  The  situations  and  other  circum- 
stances of  countries  of  less  note,  may,  in  the 
same  way,  be  impressed  upon  the  memory. 
We  all  know  the  interest  with  which  we 
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learn  of  an  incident  connected  with  any 
place  we  may  have  lately  visited  :  something 
of  this  kind  follows  the  acquisition  of  a  stamp 
which  has  been  obtained  with  more  or  less 
difficulty.  Many  yoxmg  collectors  have  pro- 
bably been  induced  to  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  the  position  and  natural 
features  of  Nicaragua,  simply  because  they 
either  have,  or  hope  to  have,  its  rare  stamp. 

In  the  territorial  arrangement  the  stamps 
of  settlements  and  colonies  are  in  each 
instance  made  to  follow  those  of  the  mother 
country.  The  instruction  conveyed  by  this 
method  is  obvious,  and  by  no  means  unim- 
portant. 

A  for  more  extensive  field  for  inquiry  is 
opened  by  the  devices  which  distinguish  the 
stamps  of  various  coimtries.  The  possessor 
of  an  album  must  be  of  a  singularly  apathetic 
disposition,  if  he  is  not  incited  to  make  some 
investigations  into  the  history  of  the  per- 
sonages whose  portraits  are  so  often  before 
him,  or  into  the  significance  of  the  emblems 
which  in  many  stamps  supply  the  place  of 
portraits ;  nor  is  the  information  thus  to  be 
acquired  either  scanty  or  dry  ;  in  fact,  so 
many  points  of  interest  are  associated  with 
the  designs  borne  by  these  little  locomotive 
amulets,  that  a  well-read  lecturer  might 
deliver  an  extensive  course  of  highly-in- 
structive lectures,  taking  a  postage-steunp 
album  as  his  text-book. 

The  analogy  between  the  groups  into 
which  it  is  found  convenient  to  distribute  a 
series  of  postage  stamps,  and  the  families, 
genera,  species,  and  varieties  recognised  in 
zoology  and  botany,  is  so  manifest,  and  the 
method  of  identification  of  species,  &c.,  by 
description  is  so  much  the  same  in  the  one 
as  in  the  other,  that  a  collector  who  had 
honestly  made  out  his  stamps  for  himself^ 
and  had  arranged  his  book  accordingly, 
would  have  no  small  advantage  in  com- 
mencing the  study  of  classification  in  any 
branch  of  natural  history. 

So  great  is  the  influence  upon  the  study 
of  natural  history  exercised  by  the  acqui- 
sition and  possession  of  specimens,  that  pro- 
bably few  would  apply  themselves  to  zoology 
or  botany  if  they  had  to  confine  themselves 
to  books  upon  these  subjects.  Now,  within 
the  geographical  and  historical  range  occu- 


pied by  postage  stamps,  it  is  hard  to  find 
anything  else  at  all  supplying  the  place  of 
specimens,  except  coins,  which  are  too  ex- 
pensive to  be  obtained  by  many.  In  this 
relation  between  these  trifling  bits  of 
stamped  paper  and  the  foots  of  geography 
and  history,  lies  in  all  probability  the  true 
source  of  a  movement  which  has  affected  a 
very  large  number  of  the  rising  generation 
throughout  Europe  and  even  in  America. 
That  hundreds  of  juvenile  collectors  are 
innocent  of  any  philosophical  considerations, 
in  trying  to  make  up  mear  books,  must  be 
admitted  ;  still,  if  the  pursuit  had  been  a 
mere  iruitless  occupation  it  never  could  have 
become  so  prevalent. 

Nor  are  benefits  of  an  intellectual  class 
the  only  good  results  that  may  be  hoped  for, 
when  a  young  collector  takes  up  the  pursuit 
in  a  proper  spirit.  He  will  naturally  seek 
for  opportunities  of  exchanging  his  du|di- 
cates,  and  in  so  doing  he  mU  have  to  place 
confidence  in  others,  and  to  be  strictly  car&> 
ful  not  to  abuse  confidence  placed  by  others 
in  himself.  He  will  soon  learn  the  need  of 
avoiding  those  mean  and  disgraceftd  ways 
of  grasping  at  an  unfair  advantage  in  ex- 
change, following  which  the  possessor  of 
the  finest  collection  in  the  world  would  only 
be  a  fellow  to  be  shunned ;  and  he  will  learn 
to  keep  unspotted  that  sense  of  honour,  even 
in  trifles,  cherishing  which  a  lad  wiU  grow 
up  into  a  gentlemanj  even  if  his  postage- 
stamp  album  remains  not  quite  full. 

STAMPS  NEWLY  ISSUED,  OB  FIBST 

DESCRIBED. 

Thb  |-onza  correo  ofidal  Spanish  has  been 
changed  from,  yellow  to  straw  colour;  and 
the  Prussian  envelopes  now  have  the  in- 
scription crossing  the  stamp,  which  rather 
detracts  firom  its  beauty. 

The  rare  and  curious  stamp  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Corrientes,  described  in  a  former 
number,  is  now  replaced  by  one  of  similar 
appearance,  value  3  centavos,  instead  of 
1  real,  M.  C. 

The  Belgians,  who  would  not  presume  to 
dream  of  anticipating  the  French  in  any 
improvement,  are  about  to  follow  their  ex- 
ample by  adopting  the  perforating  system* 
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The  9  kreuzer,  brown,  of  Wilrtembei^, 
has  now  come  into  use. 

Four  Xew  Granada  stamps  are  to  be  added 
to  tbose  notified  in  tbo  third  edition  of  Mr. 
Brown's  Mannal  :— 5  c,  yeUow,  of  the  large 
sertee  of  1861 ;  10  c.,  lavender,  of  the  last 
issne  bat  one ;  and  5  c,  bii^  and  10  c,  tUme- 
bUte,  of  the  present. 

^e  appended  engraving 
TopresentG  on  essay  of  the 
Unit«d  States  3  cents  ;  the 
coloor  is  the  same  as  that 
of  the  stamp  in  use.  There 
are  abo  essays  of  the  5  cents 
in  green,  lilac,  yellow,  and 
other  colonrs. 

We  are  able  to  describe  two  very  cnrioos 
and  beantifol  essays  from  specimens  in  onr 
own  possession.  One  was  for  Canada  :  it  is 
Urger  than  ntost  stamps  :  colour,  two  shades 
rf  m&nve  and  white,  forming  a  very  minute 
p&ttem  groundwork  ;  in  an  arched  bend 
above,  Pottage,  Colony  of  on  the  left,  and 
Cktttada  on  the  right  hand  ;  One  Penny 
below ;  a  large  figure  1  in  the  centre ;  and 
smaller  ones  at  the  two  bottom  comers. 
The  second  was  for  Nova  Scotia ;  more 
elaborate  in  design.  The  groundwork  a 
minute  pattern  of  white,  and  two  shades  of 
lose  colour ;  the  figure  6  inclosed  in  an 
octagon  in  the  centre ;  Six,  above ;  and 
Pence,  below  ;  Nova  Scotia  on  the  left  and 
ri^t  sides  ;  and  the  figure  6  in  each  of  the 
four  coniers. 

The  red  una  peseta  of  Peru  is  beginning 
to  be  superseded  by  the  adoption  of  the  type 
c^  the  well-known  essays,  one  of  which  is 
black  on  white,  and  the  other  on  blue, 
paper;  bat  the  stamp  in  use  is  brown  on 
white. 

The  Queensland  twopenny  is  now  light, 
in  lien  of  dark,  blue. 

We  have  seen  a  specimen  of  the  forth- 
coming penny  English.  The  oiiiy  variation 
is  the  addition  of  letters  in  the  upper  cor- 
ner!. It  is  not  expected  to  be  iaaued  for 
some  time.  Also  several  essays  not  hitherto 
noticed  in  catalogues  ;  e.  g.,  12^-ceut  Nova 
Scotia,  scarlet  ;  3-pence  Newfoundland, 
black,  &c. 

We  wish  to  notice  three  very  curious 
■tamps  just   In^ught    under    our    notice ; 


hoping  a  description  of  them  will  draw 
forth  some  information  Irom  a  qualified 
source.  They  are  simDar  in  value  and  pat- 
tern, but  of  difierent  colours,  ond  are  post- 
marked. Upright  rectangular  ;  medium 
sized ;  veiy  coarsely  ezecuti^ ;  an  indistinct 
shield  in  the  centre,  on  a  groundwork  of 
irregular  horizontal  lines.  Correoi,  on  the 
left  side ;  Porte,  on  the  top  j  Franco,  on  the 
right  side  ;  and  10  cents,  at  the  bottom. 
Yellow-brown  on  white ;  madder-brown  on 
white ;  and  vermilion  on  yellowish  pnper. 

We  have  just  received  essays,  five  in 
number,  of  the  new  issne  for  Itely.  They 
amply  counterbalance  the  poverty  of  appear- 
ance observable  in  most  of  the  It^ian  st^ps, 
and  reach,  we  may  well  ni^  declare,  the  ve 
plug  uUra  of  engraving.  Before  this  notice 
sees  the  light,  in  all  probability  the  indivi- 
dual chosen  may  he  so  &miliar  to  the  eyes 
of  collectors  that  a  description  would  he 
superfluous.  The  colours  of  our  specimens 
are  blue,  green,  black,  lilac,  and  carmine  on 
a  white  ground. 


ADDENDA  TO  MOUNT   BROWN'S 
CATALOGUE  OF  POSTAGE  STAMPS, 

COUPRIBHia  NOTES,  ADDITIOHB,  AND  EMENDATIONS, 
BI  C.  W.  VINEB,  A.M.,  FB.D. 

We  have  a  24-centB  o^i«e-green ;  it  is  not  an 
essay,  having  passed  the  post.  We  gave  the 
United  States  engravers  the  credit  of  these 
beantijul  stamps,  but  find  that  they  emanate 
Irom  Messrs.  Dando  and  Co.,  of  Grcah&m 
Street. 

There  are  impressions  of  these  stamps  on 
two  sorts  of  paper ;  and  the  old  \  sob.  is  not 
so  brightly  coloured  as  the  new. 


Some  collectors  introduce  into  their 
albums  the  sixpenny  and  others  of  our 
stamps  impressed  with  the  word  Malta,  as 
denoting  their  employment  for  postal  pur- 
poses in  that  island. 
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Besides  the  smaller  red  penny  with  Greek 
border,  there  are  three  distinct  Torieties  of 
those  inscribed  Post-paid  on  the  left,  and 
ifaun^u*  on  the  right,  aide  ;  a  red,  and  also 
a  brown,  on  blnish  paper ;  and  a  rermilioii, 
miicli  hotter  ezecated,    on  yellowish- tinted 

Of  the  old  twcmenny,  bine,  we  diatingniab 
fire  varieties  of  issne,  besides  the  well- 
known  stamp  with  Greek  border.  1.  Pair- 
ing with  the  last- mentioned  vermihon 
penny,  mnch  better  ezecnted  than  the 
others.  2.  Vertically  lined.  3.  With 
very  close  vertical,  diagonal,  and  horizontal 
lines.  4.  Something  like  it,  but  wretch- 
edly printed,  the  inscriptions  scarcely  legible. 
5.  We  have  a  veiy  incomplete  example  of 
this  1  bnt  it  diEFers  from  the  rest  in  having 
Postage  at  the  bottom  instead  of  the  top. 

The  so-called  magenta  without  valne  is 
red,  like  the  one  shilling  of  similar  device. 
There  are  two  singular  varieties  of  this  early 
issne ;  the  green,  with  Fouqietux,  hand- 
stamped  ;  and  the  violet,  marked  wit^  Eight- 
pence.     We  possess  the  former  only. 

Similar  to  tlie  impression  of  1861  are  a 
sixpenny  lilac,  and  a  shilling  green  ;  slightly 
differing  from  the  brown,  bine,  rose,  and 
ninepenny,  in  having  the  value  in  extremely 
minnte  figures  on  each  side  of  the  Queen's 
head.  Besides  the  sixpenny  purple-brown 
of  the  Britannia  issne,  there  is  one  slate- 
coloured,  and  this  latter  is  perforated. 

The  oval  yellow  shilling  envelope,  de- 
scribed in  a  former  number,  is  to  be  added 
to  the  ever-changing  series  of  Mauritius 
stomps  ;  and  the  colour  of  the  sixpenny 
envelope  has  appeared  of  a  rich  red  Iwown, 
instead  of  violet. 

Iteciilciilnirfl-^f^bjtriii. 

The  colour  of  the  3  schiUinge  varies  from 
dark  orange  to  pale  buff. 


We  believe  no  variation  has  taken  place 
with  regard  to  these  stamps  for  some  time. 


Of  the  early  issne  there  is  a  10  c.  violet. 


w)l  brown  ;  bnt  we  have  never  seen  any 
15  c.  but  the  yellow.  The  25  c.  is  not  prim- 
rose, bnt  pale  ochre.  We  have  the  15 
yellow,  misprinted  eetn,  like  the  40  instanced 
by  Uonnt  Brown.  There  is  a  20  c.  Ulae, 
as  well  as  violet,  of  the  Provisional  Govern- 
ment. 


There  was  a  tradition  of  an  early  issne  rf 
Moldavian  stamps.  Mr.  Brown  inserted 
one  in  his  first  edition,  bat  cancelled  it  after- 
wards. We  saw  them  two  years  ago  in  a 
Paris  collection,  and  are  now  able  to  quote 
them  correctly  from  genuine  Bpedmens, 
Inscription,  Porto  Ckmcom.  This  partly 
gummnds  a  boll's  head  surmounted  hj  a 
star  ;  nnderneath  is  a  bngle  horn,  in  the 
volation  of  which  the  value  is  marked  :  the 
whole  circumscribed  by  a  plain  ring,  and 
hand-stamped  on  tinted  paper  e  54  paras, 
green ;  81 ,  blue ;  108,  blue  on  lilac. 

There  is  a  very  finely-executed  forgery  of 
the  1861  issue,  5  par.,  p<nio  scrisorei. 

iCimtt  j^ilico. 

Old  issue,  240  c,  red 
(see  engraving). 

There  is  no  pink  60, 
but  a  brown,  a  dull 
lilac,  and  a  drab.  We 
doubt  the  existence  of 
tho  100  c,  brown. 

iatal  ntr  |ttliB. 

No  change  in  the  stamps  of  these  places. 

^tia  IrunsiDtcIi. 

The  colour  of  the  5  cents,  green,  is  altered 
to  another  shade. 


Tho  fivepenny  is  now  of  a  very  red-brown 
colour.  In  1862  the  oolonr  of  the  four- 
penny,  sixpenny,  and  one  shQling,  vras 
altered  froia  scarlet  to  lake ;  and  this  year 
the  sixpence-halfpenny  conies  over  of  tbe 
latter  colour.  The  twopenny  has  always 
been  of  a  bright,  and  the  eightpenny  of  a 
deeper,  scarlet. 

(_To  be  eonUnuod). 
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ENGLISH   AND  AMERICAN  POSTAL 
DEFACEMENT  MARKS. 

BT  HENBT  WHTMPEB. 

Thb  first  mark  we  find  on 
the    Molreadj    envelope    is 
a    cross,    printed    in   black 
ink.      This  continued  to  be 
used  on  the  introduction  of 
the  one  penny  black  stamp ; 
bat  in  some  cases  the  black 
ink  was  found  not  to  oblite- 
rate the  stamp  sufficiently,  so  was  altered 
to  red.     Shortly  after  this  change  was  made, 
the  stamp  itself  was  changed  to  brown ;  and 
the  red  mark,  being  again  found  not  to 
obliterate  properly,   was  altered  to    black. 
After  this  unmeaning  cross  was  abolished, 
the    first    mark  the    central    office  in    St. 
Martin's-le-Grand  used  was  a  number  en- 
closed in  a  diamond-shaped  figure,   which 
was  surrounded  by  parallel  lines,   forming 
an  ovaL     The  number 
in  the  centre  was  vari- 
able, beginning   at    a 
low  ntmiber,   such  as 
10,  at  six  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  and  ad- 
ding one  on  for  every 
hour  the    office    was 
open  fi*om  that  time  :  by  this  arrangement 
any  official  could,  by  a  glance  at  the  mark, 
tell  the  exact  hour  it  was  received.     The 
same  system  of  numbering  is  used  now,  but 
the  numbers  84  or  85  are  used  as  a  starting- 
point. 

The  outlying  London  offices,  such  as 
Pinchley,  Highgate,  Richmond,  or  Hounslow, 
had  the  number  of  the  office  (as  registered 

in  the  General  Post 
Office)  surrounded  by  a 
circle,  which  was  en- 
closed by  parallel  lines, 
the  whole  figure  being 
round .  In  all  provinciaJ 
towns  in   England  and 


Wales,  the  mark  was 
the  number  of  the 
town,  with  four  parallel 
hxies  at  the  top,  three 
^  the  bottom,  and  two 


curved  lines  oH  either  side.  The  only 
alteration  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
country  mark  was  made  four  years  ago, 
when  the  lines  at  the  top  and  bottom  were 
sloped  away,  so  that  the  whole  figure  should 
form  a  circle. 

The  first  mark  Irish  offices  used  was  the 
number  of  the  town,*   with  six  lines  at  the 

top,  five  at  the  bot- 
tom, and  five  short 
bars  on  each  side; 
the  whole  being 
a  diamond-shaped 
figure.  Very  re- 
cently, however, 
some  towns  have 
dropped  one  or 
more  lines  at  the  top,  bottom,  or  sides  :  the 
shape  has  always  remained  the  same. 

The  mark  that  was  originally  universally 
used  in  Scotland  was  the  number  of  the 
town,  as  before  de- 
scribed, with  four 
lines  at  the  top  and 
bottom,  and  five  short 
bars  on  each  side. 
After  a  short  interval 
a  great  number  of 
towns  used  four  bars, 

instead  of  five,  at  the  sides.  Some  ceased 
using  them  altogether.  Edinburgh  took  in 
their  place  a  small  star.  In  January  of  this 
year  Edinburgh  issued  an  entirely  new 
mark.     It  was  the  Brunswick  star,  with  a 

space  cut  out  of  the 
centre  for  the  number 
(131).  We  only  occa- 
sionally receive  it  on 
our  letters. 

At  the  time  when 
London    was    divided 
into    postal     districts 
distinguished    by  let- 
ters, the  chief  office  changed  to  the  mark 
before  used  by   the  suburban  offices,   and 
they  in  their  turn  took  the  chief-office  mark. 

*  English— including  Welsh,  Irish,  and  Scotch — 
towns  have  each  a  separate  numbering.  Na  1, 
English,  is  Abergavenny ;  No.  1.  Irish,  is  Abbeyleix  ; 
No.  1.  Scotch,  IB  Aberdeen.  The  arrangement  was 
alphabetical  at  first ;  now,  as  fresh  towns  have  poet 
I  offloes,  they  take  the  last  number. 
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The  annexed  figure  repre- 
sents the  mark  used  in  the 
W.-C,  district  until  Decem- 
ber, 1862.  The  only  differ- 
ence in  the  district  marks 
was  in  the  number  of  hori- 
zontal lines  ;  the  shape  was 
the  same  in  all  of  them.  In 
January  of  this  year  a  much 

larger  mark  was  used. 
The  outer  rim  was  done 
away  with,  and  the  lines 
made  much  broader.  We 
think  the  only  EngUsh 
mark  that  now  remains 
unmentioned  is  that  used 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  It 
is  somewhat  similar  to  the 
last  one  described,  but  has 
only  one  space  in  the  centre  for  the  number 
of  the  office. 

In  America  there  has  been  lately  great 
discussion  and  many  proposals  as  to  a  new 
method  for  defacing  stamps.  We  make  the 
following  extracts  from  the  47th  annual 
report  of  the  postmaster-general,  and  which 
relate  to  the  postage  stamps  used  as  cur- 
rency (not  the  greenbacks)  : — 

'Being  ill-adapted  for  circulation,  large 
quantities  of  them  have  become  so  defaced 
as  to  be  inapplicable  to  legitimate  use  for 
the  payment  of  postage  >;  and  evil-disposed 
persons  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportonity  thus  afforded  to  put  into  circu- 
lation stamps  once  used  for  postage,  from 
which  the  cancelling  marks  have  been  wholly 
or  partially  erased.* 

*  In  pursuance  of  an  Act  approved  July 
16,  1862,  the  post  office  has  endeavoured  to 
punish  and  to  prevent  thereby,  as  well  as  by 
the  attainment  of  a  more  effectual  mode  of 
cancelling,  the  fraudulent  use  or  sale  of 
cancelled  stamps.  The  law,  to  be  effective 
in  its  purpose,  should  absolutely  prohibit  the 
removal  of  cancelled  postage  stamps  from 
the  paper  to  which  they  are  attached,  for 
whatever  purpose.  Not  being  criminal  in 
itself,  it  should  be  made  so  by  statute,  to 
prevent  the  evil  consequence  of  the  practice. 

*  Various  new  instruments  and  devices  for 
cancelling  postage  stamps  have  been  ex- 
amined and  submitted  to  a  trial,  and  two 


machines  are  now  in  process  of  construction, 
which  are  designed  to  replace  cancelling  lij 
hand  at  the  larger  offices.' 

From  these  numerous  proposals  we  select 
six  of  the  most  curious ;  they  stand  as  Nos. 
4,  6,  7,  8, 13, 14,  on  the  list. 

No.  4.  *'  The  simplest  plan  yet  suggested, 
it  seems  to  me,  is  that  of  gumming  but  half 
the  stamp,  allowing  the  other  half  to  be  torn 
off  with  facility.  [Similar 
to  the  French,  of  which  we 
give  an  engraving].  This 
plan  is  opposed  by  the 
assistant  postmaster,  Mr. 
A  N.  Zevaly,  but  he  says 
it  is  shortly  to  be  adopted 
for  the  Internal  Bevenue 
stamps.' 

No.  6.  ^  Let  the  defacing  derk  place  the 
letter  upon  some  suitable  support,  and  a 
single  stroke  with  a  nup  or  a  coarse  file  will 
obliterate  the  stamp  beyond  restoration.' — 
[And  perhaps  the  letter  as  well]. 

No.  7.-  *  Would  not  an  electric  battery 
answer  the  purpose  of  perforating  ^e 
stamp  ?  for  a  medium  batteiy  would  be 
sufficient  to  cancel  two  or  three  letters  at  a 
time.'  [This  has  been  tried ;  we  have  a 
stamp  so  perforated]. 

No.  8.  '  A  thread  to  underlie  the  postage 
stamp.  This  thread  to  protrade  below  the 
edge  sufficientlv  far  to  allow  of  its  being 
grasped  by  the  fingers  and  ripped  up 
through  the  stamp.' 

No.  13.  Another  inventor  has  proposed, 
as  he  says,  a  very  *  simple  apparatus,'  con- 
sisting of  '  only  one  cutter ;  two  springs ; 
three  gears  for  driving  fly-wheels ;  and  four 
fly-wheels  for  driving  three  or  more  circular 
saws,  to  scratch  off  uie  surface  of  the  stamp.' 
An  editor  of  a  New  York  paper  drily  says  : 
'  The  thought  sug^ts  itself^  that  possibly  a 
simpler  combination  than  this  might  be 
devised.  There  are  several  of  these  deface- 
ment machines  very  profitably  employed  at 
the  present  time  in  sawing  up  boards.' 

No.  14  The  last  inventor  is  highly  origi- 
nal in  his  suggestion.  He  thinks  that 
stamps  ought  to  be  marked  in  the  same  way 
as  sheep.  'A  small  lamp  should  be  "kept 
burning,  in  which  to  heat  a  brand  ; '  and 
this  gentleman  considers  that  a  man  conld. 
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with  proper  diligence,  de&ce  a  stamp  in 
twenty  seconds,  or  p^haps  even  fonr  a 
minute.  This  improvement  will  he  ohvions 
to  all  onr  readers,  when  we  inform  them 
that  an  ordinary  mailing  clerk  can  de&ce 
from  150  to  160  stamps  per  minute. 

The  ordinary  American  defacement  is  the 
name  of  the  issuing  town,  and  the  date. 
There  was,  a  few  months  ago,  a  mark  used 
that  cut  the  stamp  quite  through  ;  hut  this 
occasioned  such  an  outcry  from  all  sides, 
that  it  was  thought  proper  to  discontinue  it. 


BEVIEWS  OP  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

A  New  and  Complete  Set  of  Postage-Stamp 
AUntm  Tides.  Geographically  Arranged 
by  Dr.  J.  E.  Geay,  f.b.s.,  &c.,  of  the 
British  Museum.  London  :  E.  Marl- 
borough Sd  Co.  ;  Bath  :  Stafford  Smith 
and  Smith. 

Wb  have  received  a  hint  to  he  impartial  in 
our  notice  of  this  elegantly-designed,  beau- 
tifully-printed, and  extremely  usefdl  pubK- 
cation.     This  we  understand  as  meaning  we 
are  to  find  &ults  in  it ;  no  criticism  being 
considered  as  impartial  if   in    unqualified 
^pprovaL      On  carefully  looking    it    over, 
however,  we  find  considerable  mflficulty  in 
noting  aught  deserving  censure.     The  words 
Lubeck,  Zurich,  and  Wurtemberg  might  have 
had  the  proper  accent  over  the  u  ;  and  the 
d-decani  Isle  of  Bourbon  had  better  have 
been  given  under  its  current  appellation  of 
Bexmion.     There  are  several  bl£mk  borders 
which  can  be  filled  in  at  any  time  with  coun- 
tries not  at  present  sporting  stamps.     The 
beauiy  and  very  moderate  price  of  this  tasty 
set  of  labels  will,  no  doubt,  command  an 
extensive  sale. 

Postage-Stamp  ATbvm  a/nd  Catalogue.  New 
and  revised  edition.  By  Edward  A. 
QpPEN.     London  :  Benjamin  Blake. 

The  rapid  sale  of  the  first  edition  of  this 
tastflj-designed  album  having  necessitated 
a  second,  much  care  has  been  taken  by  the 
compiler  to  correct  errors,  and  considerable 
actions  have  been  made  to  the  catalogue. 
It  would  still  bear,  we  are  obhged  conscien- 
^kmlj  to  confess,  some  revisals,  which  we 


hope  soon  to  see  in  a  third  edition ;  and,  in 
the  interim,  would  suggest  the  striking  off 
of  a  page  of  emendations,  which  could  with 
facility  be  appended,  and  render  the  work 
much  more  valoable.  We  have  a  great  per^ 
chant  for  the  beautiful  stamps  of  [Newfound- 
land, a  correct  notice  of  which  has  hitherto 
appeared  in  no  catalogue,  foreign  or  English ; 
and  as  usual,  they  are  greatly  conftised  in 
the  work  under  notice. 

To  juvenile  collectors  particularly  we 
cordially  recommend  the  work  ;  the  geo- 
graphical, statistical,  and  other  information 
contained  therein,  independently  of  its  ex- 
pressed purpose,  being  fiilly  worth  the  out- 
lay. The  dever  and  caustic,  but  flippant 
criticiser  of  postage-stamp  collectors,  in  No. 
386  of  The  Satu/rday  Review^  might  invest  in 
a  copy  with  advantage  to  himself,  and  get 
some  information  upon  a  subject  upon  winch 
he  appears  at  present  vn  nvMbus, 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  th$  Editor  of  t/ts  *  Stamp  Collbctob's  Uaqaztsu,* 

Sib, — ^I  was  thinking  of  replyioff  to  the  different  acciua- 
tions  contained  in  Kos.  2  and  3  ofyour  publication,  when 
No.  4  came  into  mv  hands,  containing  tlie  critique  on  my 
Illu»tratum»^  whicn  I  am  at  present  publishing,  and  to 
which  I  shall  reply  at  the  same  time ;  begging  you,  sir, 
to  be  good  enough  to  insert  my  reply  in  the  next  number 
of  your  valuable  magazine. 

The  Harch  number  accuses  me  of  having  copied  Mr. 
Brown's  error  in  the  first  edition  of  his  catalogue,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Newfoundland  stamps,  amon^  which  he 
introduced  a  non-existing  half^)enny  emission.  The 
author  of  the  article  forgot  an  essential  circumstanoe, — 
tJie  date  of  publication  of  the  two  catalogues.  If  he  had 
done  so  he  would  have  seen  that  my  first  edition  appeu«d 
in  January,  1862,  while  that  of  Mr.  Mount  Brown,  if  my 
memory  serves  me,  did  not  see  light  till  three  or  four 
montiis  afterwards.  So  that,  supposing  there  to  be  any 
copying  in  the  case— the  catalogues  containing  the  same 
erroi^-^ifr.  Brown  copied  mine. 

The  April  number  says  I  erroneously  announced  a  new 
pattern  with  the  royal  arms  for  the  kingdom  of  Italy. 
To  convince  this  incredulous  accuser,  I  shall  refer  him  to 
the  royal  decree  of  May,  1862,  creating  a  new  t3rpe,  re- 
placing the  stamps  in  use;  the  pattern,  colours^  and 
values  according  to  the  description  in  the  tnird  edition  of 
my  catalogue.  If  two  stamps  differing  from  those  of  the 
decree  have  been  since  issued,  it  does  not  prove  me  in 
error,  but  simply  the  slight  attention  paid  to  a  rojral 
decree  in  Italy. 

With  regard  to  No.  4,  I  beg  to  say  that  Mr.  E.  L, 
Pemberton  is  totally  labouring  under  error  in  sup- 
posing that  part  of  the  impressions  in  my  lUuatrations 
nad  been  made  from  fictitious  stamps.  The  seven  stamps 
he  mentions  as  a  faithful  reproduction  of  the  imitations, 
have  been  in  my  possession  ei^ht  or  nine  years.  1  am 
myself  fully  persuaded  of  their  authenticity,  for,  at  the 
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time  I  procured  them,  there  were  comtmiatiTely  few 
■tamp  collectors,  and  certainly  no  one  haa  then  thought 
of  making  counterfeits. 

Some  of  the  imperfections  signalised  proTing  to  me, 
howeyer,  all  the  interest  my  reviewer  attaches  to  my 
publication,  I  most  sinoerel^r  thank  him  for  the  same. 
But  those  imperfections  (wmch  I  must  confess  to)  were 
caused  by  the  oonfldenoe  I  had  in  my  engrarer,  whose 
work  was  generally  of  irreproachable  execution.  I  am 
willing  to  bear  any  justly-merited  reproach. 

The  extreme  care  taken  bv  your  correspondent  in  com- 
paring the  engraTings  witn  authentic  impressions,  has 
only  succeeded  in  detecting  the  omission  of  the  almost- 
imperceptible  dotting  on  the  BAle  stamps ;  and  I  would 
ask  if  he  thinks  any  engraver  capable  of  producing  two 
impressions  of  unmistakeable  identity.  He  cannot  but 
agree  with  me  that  it  would  be  an  impossibility.  Nothing. 
Sen,  proves  that  I  have  reproduced  a  counterfeit  instead 
of  an  authentic  stamp,  since  there  must  of  necessity  be 
always  some  difference. 

Tour  correspondent  also  assigns  me  a  talent  I  unfortu- 
nately do  not  possess,  that  of  being  able  to  copy  stamps 
myself;  if  I  had  that  ability,  I  should  certainly  not  have 
committed  the  two  mistakes  in  the  inscriptions  to  which 
he  alludes.  .    . 

To  hint  a  belief  that  such  wholesale  forgenes  of  stamps 
have  never  existed  but  in  imagination,  would  be  a  slur 
on  the  ability  of  thii  acute  critic.  The  want  of  rarity  of 
the  Buenos  Ayres  stamps  will  easily  prove  the  non- 
necessity of  employing  a  forgery  in  their  case ;  the  mis- 
take in  spelling  the  inscription  as  Buends,  onl^  taking 
place  in  consequence  of  a  worn  specimen  havine  been 
sent  the  engraver,  who  took  the  ^  for  an  B,  and  the  o 

for  ad.  ^  .      ,       ..  J 

Mr.  Pemberton  remarks  seven  stamps  being  described 
IratfUr  vaguely)  in  my  work  on  the  Falsification  of 
Postage  Stamps.  If  that  gentleman  would  be  good 
enouSi  tagive  me  the  particulars  of  the  stamps  alluded 
to  I  should  be  much  pleased,  as.  albeit  author  of  the  work 
in  question,  I  own,  in  all  humilitv,  that  I  do  not  recollect 
noucing  any  stamps  in  particular.  My  astonishmetit 
was  so  great  on  reading  this  remark  of  his  that,  dis- 
trusting my  memory,  I  wished  to  verify  the  fact  by  con- 
sulting a  specimen,  and  not  succeeding  with  one,  I 
examined  a  number  with  equal  want  of  success.  At  last, 
I  found  a  fictitious  Geneva  sUmp,  but  so  entirely  differing 
from  the  authentic  ones  (which  are  cjuite  common),  that 
Mr.  Pemberton  could  never  have  paid  me  the  ill  compli" 
ment  of  fancying  I  could  have  made  use  of  such  a  sorry 
imiUtion.  tt  would,  indeed,  be  droll  were  it  to  turn  out 
that  I  described  all  these  stamps,  quite  unconsciously, 
from  individuals  that  Mr.  Pemberton  alone  possesses  I 

To  conclude,  I  would  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
to  thank  most  gratefully  those  parties  who  have  been 
good  enough  to  entrust  me  with  stamps  I  did  not  myself 
possess,  for  ^e  continuation  of  my  Fbttage  Stamp 
JUuttratumi  ;  and  I  venture  to  trust  that  the  possessors 
of  the  Van  Diemen's  Land  tenpenny ;  the  yellow  1  c.  of 
the  Confederate  Sutes ;  the  Corrientes  I  real ;  the 
British  Guiana  4  cents,  red :  and  any  Dutch  Guiana, 
will  be  kind  enough  to  lend  them  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting the  fifteenth  and  probably  the  last  number  of  my 

publication. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 
jBrusseli.  J.  B.  ffOENS. 

[Mens,  Moens*  insufficient  knowledge  of  the  English 
language,  compellkig  him  to  rely  on  an  imperfect  trans- 
lation of  our  own  and  Mr.  Pemberton's  critiques,  has 
caused  a  misinterpretation  of  some  passages,  as  will  be 
readily  peroeived.— Ed.] 


Tb  the  JBditar  of  the  *  Stamp  Ck>LLBC7roB'8  Maoazoii.* 

Sir,— In  the  March  number  of  your  Magasine,  I  see 
mentioned,  as  a  stamp  not  noticed  in  Mount  Brown's 
Catalogue,  a  'Canada  Packet  Postage,  12^  c,  blue;' 
this,  I  suppose,  is  a  stamp  like  the  eommon  12|  c.  in  all 
respects  except  in  colour ;  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
any  of  your  readers  have  seen  a  12  J  c.  of  this  colour  that 
has  paMod  the  post. 

I  nave  a  *  maculate'  121-e.  Canada,  MiM.andalsoa 
12^  c,  hai/of  which  it  blue  and  halfareen.  It  is  a  v^ 
simple  thing  to  change  the  colour  of  the  12|  c.  from  green 
to  blue,  and  I  should  like  to  know  whether  there  is  any 
proof  of  stamps  having  been  printed  of  the  latter  odour. 

I  have  no  aoubt  that  the  colours  of  many  stamps  may 
be  capable  of  being  changed  in  this  marked  manner; 
though  I  should  not  advise  any  one  with  a  budding  taste 
for  forgery  to  try  experiments  with  any  of  his  stamps,  unle« 
he  be  at  least  well  grounded  in  practical  dyeing :  for  he 
will  probably  find  that  most  of  the  chemical  reagents  he 
may  try,  will  either  dissolve  the  colour  off  the  stamps  he 
puts  in  them,  or  gradually  bleach  them, — either  of  whidi 
results,  if  the  stamps  are  of  any  value,  is  unsatisfactory. 

I  am  in  possession  of  a  20-c.  Tuscan,  issue  oi  1852,  it 
is  like  the  others  of  the  same  issue,  but  of  a  slate-grey 
colour ;  I  do  not  find  it  mentioned  in  any  catalogue  \  can 
you  inform  me  if  it  is  genuine,  or  whether  it  is 
probably  made  from  the  blue  stamp :  it  has  passed  the 
post 

I  possess  also  the  following  stamps  :  —  1-anna 
Indian,  red-brown ;  Id.  English,  brown  or  blue ;  40-e. 
French,  brown  ji40-c.  ditto,  yellow ;  1-c.  ditto,  dark  grey 
or  lavender :  20-c.  Belgian,  blue-grey:  10-c.  Dutch, 
magenta.  The  coloora  of  all  of  which  would  enUtle 
them  to  be  considered  as  varieties,  if  they  were  genuine. 

The  above  results  of  a  few  experiments  of  mine,  will 
show  how  careful  we  must  be  in  admitting  any  varieties 
in  colour  of  stamps  whose  genuineness  we  consider  proved 
by  tiie  accuracy  of  the  curving. 

.  I  am.  Sir,  vours  obediently, 

Leede.  STEPHEN  A.  MABSHALL. 


7b  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collbotob's  Maoasovb.' 

Sir,— I  perceive  that  in  your  May  number,  the  '  Dili- 
gencia'  stamps  are  said  to  belong  to  the  Argentine 
Confederation.  This  is  a  mistake,  for  I  have  all  the 
three,  and  they  are  all  stamped  with  the  Monte  VideQ 
postmark,  by  whose  government  they  were  issued. 

Let  me  take  this  opportunity  of  informing  your  readers 
that  upwards  of  two  tnousand  four  hundred  designs  were 
sent  in  to  Government  (in  1839)  for  the  propofted  enve- 
lopes and  labels,  so  that  collectors  must  not  imagine  those 
so  carefully  described  by  Dr.  Gray  to  be  all  there  are ! 
The  above  fitust  was  told  me  by  the  highest  possible 
authority. 

I  remain,  Sir,  yours  obediently. 


7b  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collbcior's  Maoazikb.' 

Sir,— May  I  be  permitted  to  ask  Messrs.  Pemberton  db 
Lewes,  through  the  medium  of  your  Magazine,  for  the 
proof  of  their  statement,  that  no  10-c.  Post  Cantonal 
stamps  have  ever  been  issued  at  Geneva, — as  I  have 
direct  proof  that  such  stamps  have  been  in  circulation  ? 
I  am  curious  to  learn  how  two  gentlemen,  supposed  to  be 
so  well  versed  in  fdl  mattera  relating  to  postage  stamps^ 
can  have  made  such  an  egregious  miitake. 


^ 
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Aitl  be  forihcanuii^  at  the  proper  time, 
WILUAH 
e,  SuelUa$i4  Ttrraei,  Borer, 


aManag  you  Uitt  m 


ANSWERS  TO  COBEBSPONTJENTS. 


H.  E.  W.,  Sandicroft. — The  ocean  poitige,  aa  ws  have 
■ud  before,  hu  nerer  beeo  lued  except  vith  a  suTrent 
pwU^  sUmp  appended  to  the  antelope  on  irhieb  it  waa 
printed. — We  do  not  lilie  to  let  any  value  on  aUiDpa, 
t»  thoee  rare  at  one  time  are  comparatiitelj  common  at 


nerer  Mm  a  tenpannj  English  vithout  throadi,  Thia, 
ia  weU  a*  the  one  ahilling,  E»en,  were  iuued  both  aa 
adheaiTes  and  enrelopes. — The  S-ik,  Norvajr,  vellow, 
mnit  be  one  of  tho  cbemical  famil}',  mentioned  by  our 
HHTsapondent  in  the  present  number. — The  portnut<  on 
the  goTemment  atampi  of  the  United  Statea  are  Ihote  of 
VaahiugtOD,  Penn,  Fmnkljo,  and  Lincoln.— The  old 
fimka  aro  rather  difficult  to  procure,  aa  numbera  of 
mdiiiduala  baTe  formed  collection*  of  them,  but 
they  ma;  b*  often  met  wiUi  both  IVom  prirate 
fund*  and  at  curioaity  abops.—'We  do  not  know  of 
an;  dealer  in  poetage  stamp*  at  Cambridge,  but  ttould 
tbere  be  a  demand  for  them  there,  Uie  aupplT  will  aoon 
fcllc.  ' ' 

fl.  Q.  B.,  Uanchester.— Unused  Brituh  itamps  cannot 
be  aold  without  a  license,  and  our  OTn  eoloniais  may, 
peibapa,  be  in  the  same  category.  Our  reTBane  officera 
cannot  claim  jujiadiction  orer  the  s^  of  foreign  postage 


BcncBiBBs.— The  Canton  Berne 
(tamp  (which  we  engraTe)  is,  we 
are  informed ,  for  bUta  or  deeds ;  but 
the  peculiar  way  of  slampine  it  gJTea 
it  the  appearance  of  a  used  postage 

TiMBBOManuaOB,     Dublin.  —  A 

tabnlsi-  list  of  postage  stampa  and 
Uxir  countries  published  thia  month, 
TOald  be  incomplete  the  next,  owing 
tolbt  continued  new  issues. 

Pltmouth  rosT.— There  never 
ns  a  pennv  blue  English  adheaive  adopted.  Lalller 
iBJst  probably  had  seen  one  of  the  blue  penny  esuji.— 
la*  SM  of  UiB  Baden  Land  Post  has  been  previously  ei- 
pluDHi.— Ynur  French  Blamp  is  one  of  thoae  need  by 
nnfeitionen  to  denote  the  prii^ea  of  their  wares.— We 
"•Ubogladofa  description  of  the  Java  itacap, 

Joa.  you* a.— There  bare  been  but  (ico  issues  of  the 
Ciiltd  Sutea  Ubela,  but  the  Gre  oents  waa  laeh  time 


C'nted  In  two  coleura,  and  the  twenty-ftnir  oenta  of  the 
ir  iaaue  ia  also  of  two  colours. 

F,  C.  BiCHAaoso.i,  of  New  York.— You  aay,  '  on  good 
authority,'  that  the  Inter.  Rev,  American  aUmp*  are  not 
for  poatace,  but  are  all  for  bills,  receipts,  bank  cheques, 
&o.  Will  you  kindly  inform  the  ignorant  why  some  of 
tbem  are  marked,  'Eipress,'  and  enlighten  us  by  the 
description  of  aa  txprtit  bill  or  receipt } 

Beoihner.— All  the  individuals  of  the  later  inue  of 
the  United  Slatea  hare  the  letters  C.  S.  in  the  lower 


aolvablfl  by  ourselves  or  any  one  else. 

OcBANicus.— We  shall  be  glad  to  aee  the  Barbadian 
stamps  you  mention,  it  you  can  forward  them.  Vebaie 
""" ■  -"ith  any  answering  the  description.— The 


C.  B.  J.— There  are  numerous  traveatin  o?  the  Hid- 
ready  envelope,  such  ai  you  describe.  They  would  not 
pass  the  post  without  an  adhesive.— The  aecond  envelope 
you  mention  woa  one  of  the  emanations  of  the  advocatea 
of  an  Ocean  penny  poitago.— Your  60  kr.  ia  an  Austiiim 
biU  or  receipt  stamp. 


,  ADviBTiaamniB  for  insartlon  <a  the  Stah p  COtLim'oa'a 
MtOAHBa,  ahouJd  rmch  tbs  DBoe,  IJ,  Oeiine  flUeet. 
Bath.i^otliiUrthsiithelOtlioftbainoiilh. 


JAMES  SHELTON,  Grimsby,  aenda   Stamps  for  in- 
■PK<)m.  or  Priard  LIH.  «i  recHH  nr  wUm-oH  Minlniv.    v— — i— 

lAn..  3/"l   AnllEUL   Id..    4j!   ^..  fa.      J.  H.    nu^ha.^  .,.-   -.^.-.l^lTIt 


"P    G,  JONES.    B7, 

BariVlorf,  la.  B«;  Sudnh 


.  _._    Street,   Liverpool. 


PARAGUAY,    ESSAYS,    UNUSED,    Price  la.    Sd. 

STAMPS    RECEIVED   AND    SOLD    {CHEAP)    fi>r 
c;hiiHtsbl*  PaipnHL   CmUbttthiu  nqHiMd.   T.It*  frr  niM  itsfp 


DOCKET  ALBUM  for  CRESTS,  ABU8,  i 

POSTAGE-STAMP   ALBUM,      By   JUSTIN   LAL- 


'^'^}^^^.^ 


nil  4  ^  ftnd  OB  th«  pufl  iipc«1t«  tha  daalipU«  w  nften  ftv  BiDimtlnJr 


82 


THE  STAMP  COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE.        [June  1, 1863. 


EDOBLE,  4,  Upper  Brook  Street,  Falmouth,  Dealer 
•    In  Foreign  PoaUgB  Stamp*,  *e.    Agento  wanted.    Piioe  Uat  Ibr 
two  ■tampa. 

WOODS  &  PEMBEBTON,  Dealers  in  ObsoleU  Post- 
age stamp*.  Olive  Street,  Hartlepool.  list  for  June  Mot  on 
reeeipt  of  two  atamps.  Bomagna,  Set  of  9,  tmnaed,  warranUi  feaaiae, 
46/  per  Set. 

B.,  2,  Bartholomew  Street,  Newbury,   will  send 

hlfl  Uat  of  Foreign  Stamp*  on  reee^  of  atamped  envelope. 


YOUE  Time,  Trouble,  and  Money  will  be  saved,  by 
■ending  for  stamp*  oo  Approval,  to  B.  T..  Po*t  Offlee.  Wflgrmootli. 

MESSES.  DECROIX  &  SQUIER,  Basaar,  Dover, 
hav»a  vecy  large  itoek  of  Stamp*,  whieh  they  are  aeUIng  off  at 
moderate  iMlee*.  On  receipt  of  two  portage  stamp*  tb^LiatwUl  be  for- 
warded to  any  address.  Stamps  booght  and  exebanged.  D.  and  S.  will 
also  send  Stamp*  on  approval ;  bnt  •twuped-dlntrted  en 
sent.    Dkcbou  *  Sqcikh,  Basaar.  Dover. 


Bvelope  most  be 


W     GREAVES,   Arkley,   Bamet,  Herts,  will  send 
•    ten  untued  Foreign  stamp*,  poet  free,  for  lOd.;  sixteen  anoaed 
ditto,  1^ 

NO  STAMPS  CHEAPER   than  those  supplied   by 
E.  Emtwutu.  Box  W.  47,  Post  Ofllea,  Manchcater.    fiend  itamp 
fbrPrioeList. 

ST.,  Post  Office,   Weymouth,   begs  to  inform  his 
»    nnmerouB  Friends  and  Oostomers,  that  he  eontiniaee  to  send  ont 
Stamp*  for  approval  on  reeeipt  of  postage  and  list  of  requirement*.    All 


tmpr 
latiBd] 


eeipi 
ofl 


orden  exeeatiBd  per  return  of  poet.    Stamps  bought  or  exchanged. 

HWHITTAKER,  Winchester  Terrace,  Regent 
»  Road,  Salford,  Maneheater,  wiU  send  bis  Cheap  Priee  Ust  of 
upwards  of  600  varietie*  of  fbreign  Postage  Stamp*,  used  and  unnaed,  on 
reedpt  of  stamped  envdope.    Odlleetiona  of  100  varietie*.  Hi  300  dittos 

i<V;  800  ditto,  as?: 

OREIGN  and  COLONIAL  POSTAGE  STAMPS,— 

A  great  varie^  of  F(H«ign  and  other  Postage  Stamp*  (used  and 
unused)  offcred  for  Sale  at  low  price*,  hy  W.  Lnrcouc,  Jnn.  (at  W.  S.  Ltn> 
eoln  ft  Son's),  402.  New  Oxford  Stxvet,  London,  W.O.  Pxieed  List  sent  on 
reeeipt  of  stamped  envelope. 

QEND  IMMEDIATELY  for  Stamps  on  Approbation, 

O    and  addras*.  Mr.  O.  Flbkt,  Peekham.  Barrqr.    N.B.— Moat  endoae 
two  stamps. 

IMPORTANT  ANNOUNCEMENT.    W.  W,  DOUST, 
High  Street.  Peekham.  Surref.  has  given  over  sending  Stamps  to 
order  firom  List,  but  sends  any  amount  of  Stamp*  out  on  approbation,  on 

Golfectors  and  Dealers  should  send  for  a<nn*k 


receipt  of  two  atam; 
atetlng  the  claa*  of 


ipa  they  wlah,  and  how  many  of  each  aort. 


•TCTANTED  TO  PURCHASE,  a  Collection  of  Post- 

f  f  age  Btampa,  comprising  upwards  of  1000  varieties,  to  a  priee  no4 
eseeedlng  ^£40.  Au  oflbrs,  and  at  we  same  time  a  catalogue  of  the  Col- 
leetlon  of  the  different  varieties,  to  be  made,  post  flree,  to  Xonaleur  OacAS 
Bbbqbk-Lstbaijut.  libraire  li  Straabonrg,  Franea. 

J  I.  COULTHARD  Gi^te  Jas.  J.  Woods)  has  a  large 
•  variety  of  uaed  and  unuaed  Foreign  and  Cfdonial  Postage  Stamp* 
for  Sale.  List  on  reeeipt  of  two  atampa.  J.  I.  O.  will  alao  bojr  a  cheap 
Oollee^on.    Queoi  Steeet.  HartlepooL 

RP.  HARLET,  U,  Gloucester  Street,  Glasgow, 
9  will  send  his  June  List,  and  an  unused  Stamp,  on  reeeipt  of 
•tamped  envdopob  R.  P.  H.  deslrea  to  eorreapond  with  partlee  resiaing 
on  the  Continent,  a*  be  haa  large  numbera  of  Colonial  Stamp*  ftir 
exehwige. 

FOREIGN  POSTAGE  STAMPS.— A  CoUection  of 
TOO  Stamp*,  of  which  more  than  half  are  rare,  unmixed  apeel- 
mcns ;  cost  26  gulneai^  to  be  sold  for  10  guineas.  A  great  bargain.  FuU 
description  on  receipt  of  stamped-dtreetad  envelopa.  Address,  A.  Tbobp, 
2,  Old  Bond  Street,  Bath. 

COMPETITION  IN  PRICES  DEFIED.— JOHN  S. 
fiOSSwrnsendhlaJuneLiatof  MO  variettea  of  Stamps,  faidudlng 
Parma.  Modena.  Veaesuela,  Hong  Kong.  Argentine  Confederation  and 
■epublle,  and  many  others  too  numerous  to  menUon.  Send  stamped 
envelope  immediately  for  List.  Correepondcnts  on  the  Continent 
wantedL   Addreaa,  136,  Weat  Graham  Street,  OUsgow. 


SCARCE  AND  OBSOLETE  STAMPS.— W,  TATE, 
77.  WoodvtUe  Terraea.  Breek  Road.  Llvwpool.  aanda  his  new  Mid- 
summer List  Ibr  two  stamps.  Note  .-—Bahamas.  British  Ontana.  Bar* 
badoea,  Modena,  Confoderate  State*.  Sweden.  Maoritiua,  Jke..  at  lowofe 
price*.  Portugal.  Set  of  6.  9/0;  Ruasian  10  km..  4d.  each;  AnUgoa.  3d. 
eaeb:  Bng^lah  Id.  Uaek.  lomasd.  «d.  eaeh;  Snoaj,  old  tasua,  CO.  each. 
Jkc,  Ae. 

HALT !  STOP  AND  READ  THIS.— R.  P.  HARLET 
t  Co..  18.  Hanover  Street.  Olaagow,  still  etmtinoe  to  ^we  an  ■■• 
uaed  stamp  with  their  Monthly  List.  Sent  on  reeeipt  ef  stamped- 
dlreetcd  envelopa. 


SEND   a   STAMPED   ENVELOPE   to   W.    H. 
York  Square),  Brixham.  for  List  that  deOea  eompetitiOB :  for 
Antigua,  Od.;  Liberia.  1/;  and  a  great  many  othen,  at  equally  low 


c. 


STAMPS!!    FIFTY   VARIETIES,   fis.,   Fi«e.     R. 
Etamb,  10,  Park  BMe.  Knlghtabridga. 

OBSOLETE.  RARE,  and  UNUSED  STAMPS  sent 
on  Approval  on  reeeipt  of  atamped  envelope.  A.  B.,  67,  Yeric 
Place.  Edinbursli.  haa  on  hand  a  large  and  varied  atock  of  Oolwniala  and 
Continentals,  at  nutderate  prieee.    Foreign  Conaapondenta  wanted. 


ADDRESSES  of  CONTINENTAL  STAMP  DEALERS 
i  to  be  had  at  C.  W.  Dkaihcak's,  M.  Adelaide  Square,  IVlndaor,  aft 
V*  each.    C.  W.  D.  will  forward  hla  Monthly  List  on  reeeipt  of  atamp  Car 


Tir ANTED,  STAMPS  of  UBERU,  ST.  HELENA, 

ff  Colombia.  New  Granada.  Western  Auatralia,  and  Sydney.  If  the 
prieee  are  raaacn^le,  a  large  quantity  wHl  be  taken.  Addreaa,  J.  B. 
MOBifs,  OaUrie  Bortier.  No.  7.  Bmaaela. 

I^HE  CHEAPEST  STAMPS  are   to  be  obtained  of 


X  B.  DAVia,  18,  Oranbnr  Street,  Leieeater.  Stampa  aent  on  Approba- 
tion on  receipt  of  stampoa  envelope.  A  packet  of  W  dUBareot  Stamps,  of 
which  20  are  unobliterated.  sent,  peat  f^ee.0/.    Priee  Uat,  two  ataap*. 

q^O  PARTIES  SELLING  OFF.    H.  G.  SMITH,  12, 

JL  Chestnut  Street,  Waterioo  Road,  Manchester,  beg*  to  faifbrm  thosa 
who  are  selling  off,  that  be  has  a  ready  market  for  anv  number  of  Stamp* 
at  a  moderate  oommlssion.  Coin  Department  eanrlea  on  as  oaoaL  Uati 
on  reeeipt  of  atamped  envelope. 

MR.  WILLIAM  FREDERIC  COOKE,   Dover, '  will, 
on  reccdpt  of  stamp,  send  seleetiona  firom  hie  magBifleant  Btoek  of 
Rare  Btampa  Ibr  faispeetfan.    For  Sale,  a  OoUeetkm  oT  600. 
applications  i 


THE  SHILLING  ALBUM  is  a  neat  and  serviceable 
Book,  strongly  bound  in  cloth,  and  ruled  to  eontain  1400  Stamps. 
Post  free,  IS  stamps.  A  Colleotlon  of  about  450.  many  rara,  in  Lallter's 
Album,  priea  £7  10a.  Stampa  sent  on 
WuAUXPiioo,  11,  HoDea  Street,  Dublin. 


Approbatkm  ;  alao  Ba«|^ 


ALPHA,    34,   Northbrook   Street,  Newbury,  has  a 
quaatl^  of  Rare  Stampa  for  Sale.    Send  a  atamp  for  lik, 

1 AA  CiOfi  FOREIGN  STAMPS  to  be  Sold  off,  from 

IUU9UUU    iiLadoien!  at  H.  Bkndu'b,  Foreign  Bodkaellw.  8. 


t^warda, 
Oohmial  Stampa  bought  and  exchanged  In  any  quaattly. 

EDWARD  UPJOHN,  Bookseller,  is  now  able  to  sup- 
plv  all  kinda  ot  Foreign  Staanp*  at  reaaoaaUe  prloe* ;  alao  Proof 
Impreesions  of  Rare  Stamps,  by  H.  Whymper.  Stamp  PubUeattons. 
Cauloguee,  and  Albums.  Coonny  orden  prompUy  eseeuted.  li.  Bow 
Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C. 

ADDRESSES.—Dutch  Guiana,  CosU  Rica,  Reunion^ 
and  Nicaragua,  a^  each :  otherplaoea  1/  eaeh.    Colonial  Ageo^, 
10.  Bridgewater  Oardens.  London,  E.U. 


CHEAP   STAMPS. 
Weat  Hartlepool,  wiU 
forLlat. 


J.   PARNALT,   Dover  Street, 

d  ten  unuaed  stan^  flior  ]/• 


W  DIAMOND,  Bifle  House,  Westboume  Grove, 
•  London.  Dealer  in  Pnatage  Stampa  of  aU  natlona.  Foreign 
Stampa  sent  per  post  on  reeeipt  of  uncut  penny  postafra  stamp*.  Oollee- 
tions  pureluiaed.  Any  eommnnieatlon  requiring  a  rsply  muK  eontain  a 
stamp  for  that  purpose. 
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J  J.  H.  BTOCEALL  &  Co.,  Broad  Grenn,  neu 
•  UwponJ.  hkv*  uDw  «  huid  vranl  ni*  8UHp«  td  digpwB  a 
Daila^U.  b I.,  nnB.  Ij«:1  >«1.  •ewM.  iMi  Annlbi'g  cmlidmtkn 
>  aiiMna.  UI^aiHaiBqiaUb.  Is.,  nd.  lA;  10  c.  ■thd,  !/■>  F«Mtn>' 
MTi^Tdln,U.ivhr^iyilj>Hik>.:U^iMi]aun*.  EBnlo|n.l<i.>l 
bA  ;  ^  I,  M.  (Bdi.  All  t£r>ban  «i  miiHd.  TIh  Mknfln*  >n 
■Hd  :— BiliiiDM,  Id..  M.,  aad  U.,  M.  e~l> :  Eli—im  A;tw.  I  pw>,liLiu 
*d.;  1  iK^BlnK  104- :  1  p..  Ubb-I/j  1.  <vnBl]lini.  1/ ;  4 ?*«]«■,  mn.  •d. 

U^  td. ;  Enp4n  <iHpd  miljr  3  momba  dvlnf  laHJ.  IB  c,  ^Iq*.  Hd. 


St! 


rUSB  PEHHT  8ACH.~BadBn,  1  kr.  (7d.  Mr  iot.)  ; 


Hivnr,  Jptis. :  Lilted,  | ..,-  , 


ir^irs 


piPwIM<»' 


pIVES  AWAY  MI     Mr.   FRANK  E.  MILLAR,  o 

tiimtl*  IkAtW  MffitUj  Mm  Lkt  hv  Jane  to  ova  n*df ,  prt».  mt  frw 
u  4.  »>  erf  7 ;  l^uuih.  il.  M  rf'j;  riiajl  Kuu 


VH  *B«»  aUmpfl  M  hmL/  «A  pri«a. 


■pBTA,    BmIdw  BtMt,    Ardwioli,  b  

i^pi.  l3  bni»lB|  aUI  ntOB  t*  ihiiw  th>  niun  sf  tlw  nkfli  In 
•H^i-cuiMkiai  St  nt.  vtMt. at i  M^  »:ua.m;  •ii^flkmi 
^*.Md|aadBplB.    SM.  M-.iS;  OtM>:.M.«ilJi!  HJB^Kam. 

inSii.1..  Ill   (Hh.    nM  bivilu  an  —mJ  ;— ^mwt,  I  Kd  L 

uj-i*.!  Hu'bDsTT,  1M.'pv  doL:  fMdort  t-  •'^^  l.ib«k,f: 
MCi«Ai  BnonaLiyj;  I  ud  1|  ll«l>C~teri.^  •»».  M  par 


JACOB  BEH,   71,   Bnuuwick  Roid,   TJTerpool,   hu 
tki  Mbirtill  rnnlca  Huiipa  ft*  Ufa  I-Uuim.  OrK  laoa,  1  i. 
^  ff»— .M. ;  l4ll.  eibnio.  1-B.  nd.  l-l(k  Uu*.  U.  Hah ;  I-Iftnlln'. 

ik-tiT^f..  id-M'li';  'P-(?P'-J™^'  'li/I^iiT'r'"'*'  '"''''' 

pn. •  kr- rhk. M. Ueb ;  wutsnimlnl <».  1.  id. :  >. Bd.;'t.  M,'| 
*  "  fiMdi  liM  !■■■■  tpr..  *d.;  tj4,.  td.  1  I.  ).  S,  3d.  ihIi;  Knd 
■^  OUfe  cnu^.  I,  td. ;  1.  ad. ;  L  ti£ ;  ttakd  lin*  (tbMnmd  antiDd). 
I.I.  VI jd.  Jdi:  ■■••iWlnrilcli'Hlii.  tH.  U. :  BniM^ei  (tddT  (,  M. : 
'■IIMCjBuitaM.Mn.'d.— 1.;  AMrKInl  »»•,>.«,<£.. Id. 
Htl  Lu_lnrf  loU).  I*  •.  Aadl,  (d.  iMb:  CHdHbof.  JM  i«k 
kH-i|.a.M.;1.4[.U,:l.I*.U.;~™d  l—oi,  1  «r-3d.;  Bujmi  (nUl, 
tM-^I.Id.;a.l.td.wL.  AUtkatnnlXfiinHiid,  tiMbigindsxi' 
■»-■  CJIMM  »  luJEraWlj  aolElU  U>  ■Esd  m^inl^SlwUd 
■•■»•■•ll«^  "*""  •ndOolontal 


^1  Iiluid.  4d.  H  Poring* 
M ;  Tiukf7.  i/6  Hff  »4 ;  LnbMk  Kbd  Rvffodor^ 


"pOR  NOTHING !  1    Mr.   GEORGE  PRIOR,   of  <8, 

LU,  Bad  vUl  iend  tlu  Hme.  nnd  «u  of  hb  |nHvito  EBrrit^*  Btanp^ 
ftfl*.  lo  m7  Hdnfa.  ofe  tvadpt  of  two  omtinj  ncirfiiia  atoqipa.  Eiiziok 
fmiFiJwLU:-'I^iUdi.1l.ll«<>fl;di^,ViBrtVTMoAiBlilud., 

Bcuipa  olwrj  dHcrtptloa.    faivi)  ttHnuad  oMudnn  8taiB|A  ^ 

loKinim  onr  I^T'^  n:UJ^'Hunwid.dlM^d£i^J!«i  ItotElt 


T\    Me  COBKINDALE,   37,  Abbotaford  Place,   Glai- 

daur.  I^'^a^"'..^;  DfomArh.  nU.  «  Rika..  3d.;  lUmb^rr.' I.  Id.  ; 
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STAMPS  for  ONE  SHILLING.— To  ba  R»ffl«l, 


ft  bcnutiful   CoUsctiaii  of 
pa.    Prtea  oailjr  i^    F«  all  par- 


i^^S 


STAMPS.— Bruit,  10,  SO,  Id.  Mch  ;   Gi«c«e,    I,   3, 
]».»,  Id.  '*>'>i^££»V'  **■'•  naBom.  aid.  I,  1-IE.  l-tC  U. 


-DOBERT  HELDSHH,  220,  SftnoUeball  Street,  Gtas. 

niimban  itfMtSbCaliBilalMuva  lo  abaii(a.  ^^^ 


TO  COLLECTORS.- To  be  diipoaed  of,   >  Colleetion 
of  I03lldllbniit*BrtaOaa  of  Scampa.    It  ■L11  ba  bU  nn  Ebsp,  aa 
r.  p.  KKLX.Ta.  PntoAa.  VlfO  SbHt.'lE^Dit  Blnat.  Londv.  irTm  a 


TAMES  GRANT,   3S,  Veat  Oftorg*  Str«el,  aiugow. 


CA.  U.,  21,  Vppar  Baksr  Stmt,    Regeatt  Park, 
■    ldii,diiii.N-W..irilIliir>*idU>filala>IPi<aadLlalai  mlplit 
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CTAMPS1  STAMPS!  STAMPS  I    AMIcmj^oitjm 
w"Ji  d,..;i*HJri.'i2^M.P~-ao^;li^bw^iw.F«*".;tB»n.-^ 


MEBBR8.  HOOPEK  t  FORWAKD  (laU  J.  Hooper), 
■  .HuHmrOoan,  UlUn  Bliva.  LiluInn.I.C.  Tnnign  ttmlMf 
BtiiBiv«Doiuitir,aDU.v^«huiM(L  Tb*  IvvM  ibwk  of  F«*4en  nat- 
■|nllu>iHr>Klll>>elH»MDZlwliillHlndg.  M.B.-lhi»ci  l«lu 
lAiiMU.  M- IM  >M  of  umB-  AU  ollur  Huqa  at  ojHlIy  lo>  r™~- 
Jut  paMJabrd.  the  fOorth  odlUcn  of  llHdr  Prie*  Oatolncnw,  dMvriUn^ 


SCI 


ARMS   of    the   QUEEN    uid    ROTAL    FAMILY, 
Miliidlni  lln  !•»  Pill""  Oomcnt.  U>o  Cran  PBnc*  mfl  PrtaMi 


THE  FOSTAGE-STAMP  COLLECTOR'S  POCKET 
Al.BUM.-CoiiULDlnB.romplaloT.hl.arjl  Ih.  l>o.l«o  Sumo. 
iBsfd  br  ocS  Counlrj.  "»».  «r  CllJ.  "Hh  .p»a  UTUigiid  fcpr  llwlr 
^yr^^  ^k..  -1.,!.  h.  4  nnU  wid  porKMo  tmn,  -Uh  Sap  ud  daKIa 

'^■i"^^™  or  in^'ilH.  11;  put' ft™.  1(1. 


SJ?p™i  tB«r*i ;  I 


-pOSTAGE-STAMP  ALBUM   TITLES.— Now  ready, 

rflKTHl—imiSmB  Albania  oiofTaptilmll;  lUMlgM  lif  Dr.  .J.  K. 
Skit  V,lt<..r.iJ.,r-aJi.»™..o'lE?B*ili  ituHaio.  Prfc.  1»;  M 
JmT.lV?.    LiiiilmrE.»r»«UM»ooo>l*Cci.,  I.  *..  Mwla  I^;  Bih  i 


OPPEN'B  POSTAGE-STAMP  ALBUM,    «nd  CATA- 
LOQCE  of  BRITllIB  and  PORBIOM  POBTAQE  STAMPS.    Oon- 
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A  TALE  OP  A  POSTAGE  STAMP. 

DOZE   THE     FIRST    CONTINUED.— PART    V. 

TBEASURE    TB07E. 

'  Child  of  *om>w,  sin,  or  shaino  T 

Lacking  father,  motlier,  name  ; — 

To  a  buij,  cold  world  fae  came.' 

Short  as  had  been  the  time  expended  by  the 

'^Wan  lion  on  the  narration  of  what  he  had 

"HaeMed  in  the  artist's   room,    the    Cross 

"u  beginning  to  fidget  about  nneasily,  im- 

P«ieot  of  any  talk  bnt  its  own.     The  otlier 

P^rcsived  this  ;  and  fearinj^  he  would  not  be 

>Uowed  to  proceed  at  all,  if  ho  did  not  anc- 
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cnmb  somewhat  to  his  imperions  co-mate, 
hastened  to  remark  that  perhaps  it  would 
give  a  clearer  understanding  of  the  conver- 
sation during  the  interview  between  Lorenzo 
and  the  ruffian,  the  substance  of  which  he 
was  prepared  to  recapitulate,  if  hie  worthy 
ti-iend  would  render  some  account  of  the 
artist's  early  life,  and  other  circamstances 
connecting  him  and  the  boy  Carlo  with  tho 
high-bom  family  of  the  Marchose  di  Cas- 
tiglione  and  the  beantiful  Adiue. 

Graciously  acknowledging  tho  politeness 
of  the  Lion,  the  Cross,  nothing  loth,  availed 
itself  of  the  opportunity  of  resuming  its  nar- 

'  It  is  the  old,  old  afcry  : — a  youth,  ardent, 
aspiring,  enthusiastic,  rich  in  every  endow- 
ment of  all-bountiful  Nature,  with  an  artist's 
adoration  of  external,  and  a  mental  appreci- 
ation of  internal,  excellence,  is  thrown  into 
the  society  of  a  paragon  of  perfection,  and 
how  could  the  result  be  otherwise  ? 


What  to  him  was  the  vast  chasm  between 
himself  and  his  idol !  What  if  he  was,  so 
to  say,  obscnre,  friendless,  virtually  name- 

[Begistered  for  Tranamlwion  Abroad. 
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less,  with  nothing  to  depend  on  but  the 
wondrous  talent  of  makmg  the  inanimate 
canvas  live  and  glow  ! — did  he  not  feel,  in 
his  inmost  soul,  that  his  own  qualities  far 
outweighed  those  of  any  or  all  of  his  nume- 
rous competitors !  What  was  their  love  to 
his! 

*  Thus  sings  the  poet : — 

"  Man's  love  ia  of  his  life  a  thing  apart ; 
*Tis  woman's  sole  existence.** 

This  holds  not  good  in  the  fervent  regions  of 
the  South ;  less  so  with  such  a  temperament 
as  Lorenzo's.  With  him,  love  was  his  ex- 
istence. He  felt  capable  of  any  daring 
achievement,  any  painful  sacrifice,  to  win 
his  mistress.  Poring  over  the  romantic, 
legendary  lore  of  Italy,  telling  how  fair 
damosels  set  their  admirers  well-nigh  im- 
practicable tasks  before  obtaining  the  guer- 
don of  their  favours,  he  felt  no  labour  could 
be  too  difficult  to  endure,  no  adventure  too 
hazardous  to  undertake,  no  enemy  too  for- 
midable to  encounter,  coxdd  he  but  hope  to 
win  the  prize  at  last. 

*  His  was  love  indeed  ; — such  as  is  ideal- 
ised in  the  Eros  of  the  ancients,  "  Of  the 
earth,  earthy ;" — not  that  celestial  sentiment 
of  self-abnegation,  devoid  of  all  aspirations 
but  for  the  happiness  of  the  object  of 
devotion.  This  is  friendship  ethei^ealized, 
religious  affection,  heavenly  attachment, — 
what  you  will ;  but  it  is  not  love.  Lorenzo 
would  have  nobly  perished  with,  would  have 
gladly  died  for,  Adine ;  but  he  could  not 
resign,  he  could  not  endure  to  think  of  her 
as  another's. 

*  Some  score  of  years  before  the  opening 
of  my  tale,  Carlo  Verico,  an  old  engraver, 
and  his  wife,  dwelt  in  a  narrow  street  in 
Florence,  abutting  on  the  Via  delle  Canto- 
nelle.  They  had  one  son,  Filippo,  the 
villainous  uncle  of  little  Carlo,  then  a  scamp- 
ish, good-for-nothing  ragamuffin,  and  a 
daughter,  Paola^  the  boy*s  mother,  ten  or  a 
dozen  years  older  than  her  brother. 

*  The  aged  couple  and  their  daughter  were 
seated,  one  evening  in  the  dreary  month  of 
November,  over  a  scanty  supper ;  for  things 
went  not  too  well  with  old  Carlo,  and,  poor 
as  he  was,  his  readiness  to  assist  the  poorer 
ever  prevented  him  from  doing  more  than 


keeping  the  wolf  from  the  door.  As  usual, 
young  Filippo  was  "  on  the  loose,"  lounging 
about  in  some  ca£6  or  casino. 

'  Passionately  addicted  to  gambling,  like 
many  others  of  his  countrymen,  he  was  con- 
tinually looking  out  for  companions  with 
the  same  propensity,  and  found  only  too 
many  ready  to  consort  with  him  in  the  ex- 
citement of  cards  or  dice.  His  own  small 
gains  as  office-boy  in  a  merchant's  counting- 
house  not  allowing  him  the  means  of  staking 
as  he  could  wish,  and  ever  on  the  prom 
after  those  whose  pockets  were  more  amply 
ftimished,  many  a  young  son  of  an  opulent 
trader,  and  sometimes  even  scion  of  a  noble 
house — partly  by  luck,  but  still  more  by  a 
dexterous  and  unscrupulous  use  of  eye  and 
hand — he  contrived  to  ease  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  his  pocket-money,  only  to  lose  it 
in  turn  to  older  and  greater  adepts  in 
knavery  than  himself. 

'  A  knock  was  heard  at  the  door. 

' "  That  boy  is  come  home  at  last ;  but  no 
wonder  he  stays  away  from  such  poor 
fare,"  was  the  mother's  exclamation,  with  a 
mother's  excuse  for  her  child.  But  she  was 
mistaken ;  it  was  not  Filippo,  but  an  officer 
of  justice  from  the  Bargello,  requiring  the 
attendance  of  Carlo,  to  answer  some  interro- 
gations respecting  his  son. 

'  The  good  old  man  placidly  took  leave  of 
his  weeping  wife  and  daughter,  and  followed 
the  messenger  to  the  court  of  justice,  where 
he  found  that  Filippo  had  been  apprehended 
on  offering  for  sale  a  valuable  bracelet  com- 
posed of  large  beads  of  uncut  emeralds.. 

'  On  the  most  rigid  examination,  and  even 
after  threat  of  torture — which  Filippo  w^as 
shrewd  enough  to  be  frdly  aware  would  not 
be  put  into  execution  under  the  paternal 
government  of  the  Grand  Duke — nothing 
could  be  wrung  from  him  but  that  he  picked, 
up  the  jewel  in  the  street,  near  the  BasiHca 
of  San  Lorenzo. 

'Some  of  the  emeralds  being  engraved 
with  curious  unknown  characters  or  cabal- 
istic devices,  it  was  thought  he  had  piu% 
loined  it  from  his  grandfather,  to  whom  it 
might  have  been  entrusted  as  a  pattern  foir 
copying  these  mysterious  emblems ;  and  tke 
old  man  had  been  consequently  sent  for  to 
ascertain  the  facts  of  the  case. 
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*  On  his  disclaimer  of  all  knowledge  of  the 
article,  and  its  priceless  valae  and  peculiar 
appearance  assuming  the  probability  of  a 
speedj  recognition  by  its  rightful  OMrner, 
when  it  would  be  easily  ascertainable 
whether  it  had  been  lost  or  stolen,  the  under- 
taking of  the  old  engraver  was  entered  into 
for  the  appearance  of  his  son  when  requisite, 
and  they  were  allowed  to  leave  the  court 
together ;  the  valuable  bracelet  l)eing,  of 
course,  detained  the  while,  to  be  advertised 
for  identific^ktion. 

*  Filippo  soon  contrived  to  give  his  father 
the  slip,  and  escape  the  questions  he  did  not 
choose  to  answer ;  and  the  poor  old  engraver 
was  trudging  slowly  homeward,  when, 
passing  near  San  Lorenzo's  Church,  he  was 
startled  at  hearing  the  feeble  cry  of  an  in- 
&nt.  Guided  by  the  sound,  he  soon  per- 
ceived the  source  whence  it  proceeded,  in 
the  shape  of  a  little  creature  not  more  than 
six  months  old.  The  kind-hearted  old  man 
immediately  stooped  down,  and  gently 
taking  it  in  his  arms,  was  horrified  at  per- 
ceiving the  poor  little  infant  bleeding  from 
a  severe  wound  in  its  forehead. 

'Being  so  near  home,  he  decided  on 
taking  it  to  his  wife,  whose  compassionate 
heart  he  well  knew  would  not  object  to  the 
trouble  of  attending  the  innocent  sufferer. 
On  reaching  his  dwelling,  a  few  brief  words 
sufficed  to  allay  the  women's  anxiety ;  for 
Carlo  Verico,  much  as  he  unwillingly  mis- 
trusted his  son's  principles,  had  sufficient 
confidence  in  his  sagacity  to  be  convinced 
that  he  could  not  have  nefariously  obtained 
the  valuable  piece  of  jewelry  found  in  his 
possession,  as  it  would  have  been  hopeless 
to  attempt  turning  it  to  account  in  that 
case  without  certainty  of  detection. 

'  While  still  listening  to  the  hurried  reci- 
tal, the  good  womiui  and  her  daughter,  with 
intuitive  feeling  of  what  was  requisite,  were 
washing  the  blood  from  its  face,  and  fondly 
cherishing  the  strange  baby.  It  was  quite 
cold,  and  seemed  to  have  been  stunned  by  a 
hm  upon  the  pavement,  and  only  so  far  re- 
covered as  to  give  vent  to  its  suffering  by  a 
feeble  moaning.  In  fact,  it  was  evident  that 
if  some  of  the  blood  from  the  wound  had  not 
slowly  trickled  down  into  its  mouth,  and  thus 
revived  it  with  its  own  warm  life-fluid,  the 


poor  little  creature  would  never  have  got 
over  the  severe  blow  it  must  have  received 
from  its  fall  upon  the  hard  stones. 

*  After  it  had  been  well  warmed  and 
washed  by  its  attentive  nurses,  and  the 
cravings  of  nature  satisfied  with  a  little  milk 
that  fortunately  remained  from  supper,  the 
three  heads  were  laid  together  to  consult 
what  was  to  be  done  next,  when  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  that  the  babe  must 
remain  where  it  was,  for  that  night  at  least. 

'  Scarcely  had  this  determination  been  re- 
solved on,  than  the  truant  Filippo  returned, 
who,  though  not  much  given  to  betray 
emotion  of  any  kind,  started,  and  seemed 
much  disturbed  at  the  sight  of  the  un- 
expected addition  to  the  household.  Never- 
theless, he  curtly  evaded  all  inquiries  by 
taking  himself  off  to  hed,  soon  followed  by 
his  relatives,  the  little  interloper  sharing  the 
couch  of  Paola. 

'  Why  was  Filippo  agitated  at  the  appear- 
ance of  the  infant  ?  A  few  hours  since,  he 
was  passing  a  low  casino  in  the  Via  del 
Martelli.  Owing  to  the  time  of  the  year, 
though  not  late  in  the  afternoon  it  was 
already  dark ;  and  a  female  rushed  out,  bear- 
ing a  bundle  which  she  placed  in  his  arms 
with  a  ^nzied  look  of  appeal,  and  hun*ied 
off,  closely  pursued  by  a  man  of  colour,  who 
had  just  caught  sight  of  her,  but  had  not 
observed  her  accosting  Filippo. 

'  In  great  surprise  at  the  occurrence,  the 
youth  walked  on  for  some  little  time  with 
the  bundle,  but  was  still  further  amazed  at 
feeling  it  move,  and  found  on  examination 
it  was  an  infant  he  was  carrying  in  his  arms. 
Then  it  was  that  his  quick  and  greedy  eye 
caught  sight  of  the  emerald  bracelet,  which 
was  clasped  as  a  necklace  round  the  neck  of 
the  babe.  This  he  eagerly  seized ;  and  hap- 
pening that  moment  to  be  passing  a  dead 
wall  near  the  Church  of  San  Lorenzo,  no 
witness  being  by,  he  dashed  down  his  bur- 
den on  the  ground,  and  made  off  to  try  and 
dispose  of  his  rich  prize,  with  what  success 
we  have  already  seen. 

*  Who  shall  say  if  that  blow  on  the  head 
of  the  innocent  infant  had  not  some  delete- 
rious effect  upon  the  delicate  organization  of 
the  brain  ;  and  if  all  the  swerving  from  rec- 
titude in  the  ftiture  career  of  the  man,  might 
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not  be  attributable  to  the  selfish  brutality  of 
Filippo  towards  the  unoffending  child  ?  ' 

PART  VI. 

CHIME  ! 

*  That  one  so  low  should  dare  aspire  so  high  ! 
Why  not  ?    The  smallest  and  the  meanest  fly 
Ascends  the  proud  cathedral's  topmost  tower  : 
The  vilest  insect  seeks  the  fairest  flower.' 

*  Notwithstanding  the  strictest  investigation 
for  traces  of  the  deserters  of  the  child,  and 
repeated  advertisements  after  the  owner  of 
the  bracelet,  no  claimant  appearing  for 
either,  the  Marchese  di  Castiglione,  one  of 
the  magistrates,  on  satisfactorily  ascertain- 
ing the  worthy  character  of  old  Carlo, 
offered  to  allow  him  an  annual  stipend  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  little  foundling,  re- 
taining the  jewel  for  further  inquiries ;  for, 
although  Pilippo  carefully  kept  his  own 
counsel,  and  ignored  all  knowledge  of  the 
baby,  the  magistracy  could  not  avoid  enter- 
taining some  notion  of  a  connection  between 
the  animate  and  inanimate  treasures. 

*Such  wafl  the  first  introduction  of  the 
old  engraver  to  the  Marquis ;  and  under  his 
patronage,  for  some  years  comparative 
plenty  blessed  the  household ;  albeit  the 
charitable  disposition  of  the  old  man,  and 
the  extravagance  of  Filippo,  prevented  any 
accumulation  of  this  world's  goods  ;  and 
after  the  marriage  of  his  daughter,  and 
decease  of  his  wife,  who  had  been  some 
slight  check  to  imposition,  though  not  to 
any  relief  of  real  distress,  want  was  no  un- 
frequent  visitor  in  the  now  reduced  house- 
hold. 

*  The  Marquis  himself,  at  no  time  wealthy, 
was  kept  impoverished,  like  old  Carlo,  by 
the  extravagance  of  his  eldest  son,  the  father 
of  Bernardo, — the  younger  residing  in  Ger- 
many with  his  princely  bride ;  and  it  was 
not  until  her  decease — ^not  long  following 
that  of  her  husband,  who,  as  weU  as  his  bro- 
ther, had  died  some  time  before  the  period 
of  my  story — that  the  large  revenues  of 
Adine,  of  whom  he  had  been  appointed  sole 
guardian,  enabled  the  old  nobleman  once 
more  to  resujne  the  magnificent  style  of 
living  commensurate  with  his  rank,  and  the 


generosity  of  hand  prompted  by  the  bene- 
volent dictates  of  his  heart. 

'  Meanwhile  the  infiint — ^whom  his  pro- 
tectors had  named  Lorenzo,  after  the  patron 
saint  of  the  church  near  which  he  had  been 
discc^jBred,  and  Dolci,  in  honour  of  the  cele- 
brated artist,  about  one  of  whose  paintings 
the  engraver  was  then  engaged — emerged 
from  infancy  to  youth. 

'Cradled  in  an  atmosphere  of  art,  and 
environed  with  models  of  excellence,  both  in 
form  and  colour,  no  marvel  that  Lorenao 
grew  up  an  artist.  The  child  amused  him- 
self with  copying  the  choice  specimens 
scattered  about  the  workroom  of  his  padre, 
as  he  caUed  him  ;  and  the  youth  was  one  of 
the  most  promising  students  of  the  Aca- 
demia ;  the  greater  portion  of  his  time  being 
employed  in  imitating  the  marvellous  ch/^t 
c2'  (Bttirre,  so  numerous  in  Florence ;  but  he 
yet  found  time,  under  the  instruction  of  a 
friend  of  his  foster-father's,  one  of  the  sub- 
librarians of  the  Biblioteca  Marucelliana,  to 
imbibe  a  far  more  than  superficial  knowledge 
of  the  classic  and  modem  tongues,  and  the 
historical  and  mythic  deeds  of  saints  and 
heroes. 

'  Previous  to  the  marriage  of  his  kind  pro- 
tector's daughter,  and  the  decease  of  her 
mother — ^which  followed  a  few  years  after- 
wards, when  Lorenzo  was  about  fifteen,  and 
whose  death-bed  sufferings  he  alleviated 
with  the  most  affectionate  and  unremitting 
attention,  thus  amply  repaying  the  care 
bestowed  upon  his  early  childhood — ^the  boy 
led  a  calm  and  happy  life,  the  even  tenor  of 
which  was  broken  only  by  occasional  dis- 
putes with  Filippo,  between  whom  and  him- 
self there  seemed  ever  a  deep,  if  unacknow- 
ledged, antipathy ;  and  who  took  every 
opportunity  of  annoying  his  younger  com- 
panion, till  the  boy  grew  strong  enough  to 
offer  active  resistance  to  any  bullying 
,  attacks,  and  the  cowardice  of  the  elder  then 
prompted  him  to  a  tacit  avoidance  of  his 
company. 

*  For  some  little  time  longer  the  trio  re- 
sided together,  ere  "the  silver  cord  was 
broken,"  and  the  good  old  engraver,  foil  of 
years  and  virtues,  was  gathered  to  his 
fathers.  Then,  Filippo  greedily  seizing  and 
disposing  of  all  available  property,  which  his 
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extravagance  was  not  long  in  frittering 
away,  Lorenzo  was  driven  to  seek  that  home 
for  himself  in  which  we  first  found  him. 
Ahont  the  same  time  arrived  the  orphan 
grandchild  of  the  Marchese  in  Florence,  and 
Lorenzo  was  engaged  bj  the  old  noble  to 
give  instmction  in  painting  to  the  youths 
heiress. 

'The  result  tnight  be  easily  guessed. 
Long  unaware  himself  of  the  real  nature  of 
his  sentiments,  it  was  not  till  the  avowals  of 
other  admirers,  and  more  especially  of  the 
unworthy  Bernardo,  that  Lorenzo  became 
conscious  of  the  flame  consuming  him,  and 
felt,  however  unwillingly,  the  utter  hopeless- 
ness of  his  passion. 

*  Paola  and  her  husband  were  carried  off 
by  a  fever ;  and  Filippo,  with  his  accustomed 
love  of  greed,  taking  unceremonious  posses- 
sion of  the  little  they  left  behind,  in  fact,  if 
not  in  act,  turned  young  Carlo  out  of  doors. 
The,  boy  naturally  fled  for  refuge  to  Lorenzo, 
who  as  naturally  returned  to  him  the  affec- 
tion so  unsparingly  bestowed  upon  his  own 
helplessness. 

*  Happy  hours  were  they  for  both,  spent 
in  the  library  of  the  Marquis  ; — while 
Lorenzo  engaged  in  the  welcome  duty  of 
instructing  the  object  of  his  then  unacknow- 
ledged admiration,  little  Carlo,  who  usually 
accompanied  him,  amused  himself  with  read- 
ing, drawing,  or  arranging  his  collection  of 
postage  stamps,  the  taste  for  which,  long 
pervading  centrtd  Europe,  had  but  just  par- 
tially penetrated  as  far  as  Italy  ; — a  happi- 
ness clouded  only  by  the  ungenerous 
bdiaviour  of  Bernardo,  who  seldom  entered 
the  room  without  some  pointed  allusion  to 
fonndlings  and  beggars,  which  the  gentle 
interference  of  Adine  alone  prevented  from 
generating  an  unseemly  altercation  between 
ner  tutor  and  her  cousin. 

*  At  last  came  the  bitter  awaking  from  the 
pleasing  dream.  Unwitting  of  the  senti- 
ments of  his  naistress  towards  himself — for 
Adine  ever  treated  him  with  the  like  un- 
varying sweetness  of  manner  evinced  towards 
all  with  whom  she  came  in  contact — and 
maddened  by  the  increasing  familiarity  of 
Bernardo,  toio  evidently  encouraged  by  the 
Marquis, 


"  Prudence,  all  powerless,  gave  reluctant  way ; — 
Despairing  jealousy  usui^ed  the  sway.** 

One  unfortunate  day,  when  Carlo,  who 
might  have  been  some  check  to  his  rashness, 
chanced  to  be  absent,  Lorenzo  so  fisir  forgot 
himself  as  to  pour  forth  his  feelings  with  all 
the  fervid  eloquence  of  the  sons  of  the  South, 
regardless  of  ihe  attempted  interruption  and 
evident  terror  of  Adine,  who  had  just  caught 
a  glimpse  of  her  cousin  at  a  distant  door. 

*  He  had  indeed  been  there,  and,  divining 
the  truth  from  the  artist's  gestures,  though 
too  far  off  to  catch  the  words,  had  treacher- 
ously hastened  to  apprise  the  Marchese,  who 
arrived  to  behold  the  lowly  aspirant  at  the 
feet  of  his  granddaughter. 

*  Sternly  ordered  by  the  indignant  noble 
to  quit  the  palace,  and  goaded  to  fury  by 
the  taunts  of  his  triumphant  rival,  the  un- 
happy youth,  excited  to  offer  him  violence, 
was  ignominiously  expelled  by  the  crowd  of 
assembled  menials.' 

The  scene  seemed  visibly  represented 
before  my  eyes  :  I  saw  the  unfortunate  lover 
rudely  handled,  and  vainly  endeavouring  to 
defend  him^lf  from  his  numerous  assail- 
ants :  and,  like  Mrs.  Brown  at  the  play, 
interfering  where  I  had  no  business,  or,  as 
the  pithy  Spanish  proverb  humorously 
renders  it,  *  not  sitting  in  my  own  shirt,'  I 
aimed  a  blow  with  doubled  fist  at  one  of  the 

foremost  in  the  fray,  and awoke,   to 

find  I  had  dashed  down  my  gold  repeater 
from  the  watch-hook  to  the  floor,  smashed 
the  glass,  scratched  the  face,  and  grazed  the 
skin  off  my  hand  ! 

(To  he  continued). 


'A  HINT  TO  NEGRO  EMANCIPATORS.' 

Not  long  ago  in  the  Semaphore  appeared  a 
letter  from  a  wiseacre  of  Marseilles,  who 
thought  his  sapience  had  discovered  a  famous 
mare's  nest.  We  give  a  translation  for  the 
amusement  of  our  readers,  and  next  month 
will  insert  a  lengthened  and  clever  reply 
from  a  Parisian  amateur,  which  has  been 
printed  in  Moens'  ma^zine  for  last  month, 
but  for  which  we  have  not  room  in  the 
present  number. 
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*  Every  man  engaged  in  business,  or  who 
is  suspected  of  holding  foreign  correspon- 
dence, no  matter  where,  cannot  show  himself 
without  being  pestered  for  postage  stamps. 

*  Not  only  children  of  a  small,  but  those  of 
a  larger  growth,  devote  themselves  now-a- 
days,  with  a  perfect  fu/rore,  to  the  coUection  of 
those  little  squares  appended  to  letters  in 
payment  of  their  postage. 

'  These  squares,  representing  sovereigns' 
heads,  Phrygian  caps,  animals,  and  numbers 
of  other  emblems,  are  destined  to  figure 
away  in  an  album,  where  they  form  a  pretty 
strange  piece  of  mosaic  work. 

'  The  pupils  of  our  schools  do  not  confine 
themselves,  in  our  town,  to  begging  for 
stamps  from  their  parents  or  friends,  but 
these  young  and  zealous  collectors  repair  to 
the  streets  leading  to  the  post  offices,  and 
petition  the  merchants,  whose  well-known 
habit  it  is  in  our  city,  to  open  and  read  their 
con*espondence  in  the  streets. 

'  This  mania  for  collecting  postage  stamps 
has  arrived  ieit  such  a  pitch  that  the  result  is 
a  considerable  traffic,  which,  if  we  are  to 
believe  a  Parisian  journal,  has  aroused  the 
attention  of  the  post-office  authorities. 

*  It  has  been  found  out,  for  instance,  that 
French  stamps  already  used  are  sent  in 
shoals  to  Germany,  and  especially  to  England; 
and  the  question  has  been  asked  if  it  were 
really  the  case  that  stamp  collectors  absorbed 
these  valueless  stamps  in  such  large  numbers, 
and  if  some  illicit  traffic  were  not  hid  under 
this  tvmhromanie;  if,  in  short,  these  same 
ink-spotted  and  cancelled  stamps  were  not 
the  objects  of  a  guilty  speculation,  and  if^ 
after  a  good  washing,  they  were  not  a 
second  time  put  into  circulation. 

*  It  is  said  that  an  inquiry  has  been  insti- 
tuted by  the  postmaster-general,  to  make  a 
strict  examination  of  this  question,  and  take 
measures  to  prevent  the  fraud  which  might 
result  from  the  reiterated  employment  of  the 
same  stamps. 

*  We  are  assured  that  an  amateur  of  col- 
lections of  this  sort,  hurt  by  this  suspicion, 
has  given  the  most  satisfactory  explanation 
respecting  the  postage  stamps  sent  to  Eng- 
land. According  to  him,  the  aim  of  collectors 
would  not  only  be  irreproachable,  but  laud- 
able and  even  admirable, — for  the  produce 


of  the  sale  of  these  postage  stamps  is  destined 
to  ransom  an  unfortunate  slave,  who  thus  by 
favour  of  stamps  and  stamp  collectors  will 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  liberty.' 

The  article  closes  with  the  mot  we  have 
used  as  a  heading  to  this, '  A  Hint  to  Neoeo 

EMANCrPATOES.' 


THE  POSTAGE  RATES. 

It  is  rather  interesting  to  notice  how  the 
rarity  of  different  foreign  and  colonial 
stamps  depends  on  the  proportion  their 
values  bear  to  the  postage  from  their  varioos 
countries  to  England.  Of  course,  the  kinds 
we  consider  most  valuable  are  those  which 
only  circulate  locally.  But  of  the  general 
stamps  of  a  country,  it  is  natural  that  by 
far  the  most  conmion  should  be  those  which 
exactly  cover  the  charge  for  letters  and 
papers  to  this  country.  A  capital  example 
of  this  is  Bremen.  The  green  5  grote  of 
that  city  was  prepared,  it  seems,  expressly 
for  the  English  postage,  and  consequently 
we  hardly  ever  see  any  other  values  here. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Prussian  postage 
of  5  silber  groschen  is  not  exactly  defrayed 
by  any  one  stamp  now  current  there,  and  so 
we  have  the  1,  2,  and  3  silber  groschen  in 
about  equal  numbers. 

The  rate  to  and  from  the  West  Indies  and 
the*  South  African  colonies  has  just  been 
raised  to  one  shilling,  and  we  shall  doubtless 
find  the  shilling  stamps  of  the  Cape,  Jamaica, 
and  Barbadoes  becoming  more  common, 
while  the  sixpenny  ones  grow  comparatively 
rare.  Also,  if  the  origilial  price  be  not  re- 
verted to,  we  may  look  for  the  appearance  of 
stamps  of  a  new  value  from  Antigua,  Natal, 
Grenada,  Ac.  The  10-cent  Canada,  New 
Brunswick,  and  Nova  Scotia  are  almost 
solely  used  for  letters  from  those  colonies  to 
the  United  States,  and  are  all  rather  difficult 
to  obtain  here.  So  we  see  that  the  enter- 
prising collector  should  keep  his  eye  on  all 
postal  arrangements.  T.  H.  F. 


CONUNDRUM. 

^(VKyiM  the  Penny  Englith  sUmp  like  a  newtpaper  t 

Because  it  was  first  black  printed  on  white,  and 
theD  red  (read). 
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OBIGIN  OF  POST-PAID  ENVELOPES. 

A  PBSYious  nmnber  of  this  magazine  con- 
tained the  French  proclamation  of  August, 
1653,  relating  to  the  establishment  of  a  post. 
Mr.  Henry  Whymper  having  since  ftimished 
QBwith  additional  information  on  the  sub- 
ject^ we  here  present  it  to  our  readers. 

In  a  pamphJet  by  M.  Piron,  Sous-Directewr 
des  Pastes^  published  in  Paris  in  1838,  and 
entitled,  Du  service  dea  Posies,  et  de  la  Tax- 
aUan  des  Lettres  au  moyen  d'tm  Timbre,  I 
find  that  '  the  idea  of  a  post-paid  envelope 
originated,  early  in  the  reign  of  Louis  XIY., 
with  M.  de  Yelayer,  who,  in  1653,  established 
(with  Royal  approbation)  a  private  penny 
post,  placing  boxes  at  Uie  corners  of  the 
streets  for  the  reception  of  letters  wrapped 
np  in  envelopes,  which  were  to  be  bought  at 
offices  established  for  that  purpose.  M.  de 
Yelayer  had  also  caused  to  be  printed  cer- 
tain forms  of  hiUets  or  notes,  applicable  to 
the  ordinary  business  among  the  inhabitants 


Mandes-moy   si   vous   ne   s^avez  point  quclquc 
hon  rtmede  centre  F amour  ou  eonire  Fabscncf, 
et   ti  Tons  n*en   connoisez  point,  faites-moy  le 
plaisir  de  rous  en  enquerir,  et,  au  cas  que  vous  en 
trottTerez,  de  Tenvoyer  & 

Votro  tree  humble  et  tres' 

obeitsant  Seviteur^ 
Puiandre, 


Ootre  l0  hSllet  de  port  pajr^  V*^  ^'****  mcttra  aur  eette  leUre  ponr 
k  hitm  pwtir.  ealuy  qui  eaerini  »ur»  Ming,  s*!]  veut  avoir  raponae, 
d'cDvojcr  an  autre  bUl«t  de  port  pajr^  enfermi  dan*  la  leitre. 


of  g^reat  towns,  with  blanks,  which  were  to 
be  filled  up  by  the  pen  with  such  special 
matter  as  might  complete  the  writer's  object. 
One  of  these  billets  has  been  preserved  to 
our  times  hy  a  pleasant  misapplication  of  it. 
P^lisson,  Mde,  de  Sevign^'s  friend,  and  the 
object  of  the  hon  mot,  that  '*  he  abused  the 
privilege  which  men  have  of  being  ugly," 
was  amused  at  this  kind  of  skeleton  corres- 

?ondence,  and,  under  the  afiected  name  of 
^iscmdre  (according  to  the  pedantic  fashion 
of  the  day),  he  filled  up  and  addressed  one 
of  these  forms  to  the  celebrated  Mademoi- 
selle de  Scuderi,  in  her  pseudonyme  of 
Sappho,  This  strange  hiUet'doux  has  hap- 
pened, from  the  celebrity  of  the  parties,  to 
be  preserved,  and  it  is  still  extant,  one  of 
the  oldest,  we  presume,  of  penny-post  let- 
ters, and  a  curious  example  of  a  prepaying 
envelope.'  I  enclose  a  copy  of  this  note : 
the  words  in  printed  characters  are  as  the 
biUet  stood  before  being  filled  in,  and  the 
writing  is  M.  P61isson's  own  addition. 


Four  'iiadetnoisellc 

Sappho 
demeuront  en  la  rue  au  Pat/e  des 
Kouveaux  Sanaomalts 

A  Palis 
Par  billet  de  port  pay^ 
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STAMPS  NEWLY  ISSUED,  OB  FIBST 
DESCRIBED. 

Oh  the  30th  of  April  was  iesned  a  Dei* 
stamp  for  Bremen,  of  wluch,  aa  y/e  append  aa 
engraving,  no  deicription  is  aeceesaiy,  ex- 
cept to  note  the  colour, — orange  on  white. 

Although    profesaedly  ,in- 

I  tended  for  local  purpoBes, 
it  may  be  used  for  EngJieh 
postage,  ae  we  had  eight 
of  them  on  one  letter. 

Soheerenbeck,  of  Hnm- 
burg,  has  again  favoured 
collectors  with  two  new 
series  of  local  stamps;  and 
we  shrewdly  suspect  he  will  find  it  his 
interest  to  make  nian^  a  change,  as  long  as 
stamp  collecting  holds  its  ground.  Collectors 
are  beginning  to  hosifate  about  acceptmg 
these  numerooB  varieties,  and  certainly  H. 
Soheerenbeck 'b  specimens  at  this  rate  will 
Boon  want  an  album  all  to  themselves.  As 
we  have  said,  there  are  two  distinct  issues — 
blacic,  on  coloured  paper,  very  poorly  exe- 
cuted. One  series  consists  of  ten  stamps 
with  the  figure  1,  end  ten  more  with  |  in  an 
oval,  with  circumscrihed  inscription,  S. 
Scheerenheck,  beneath.  Colours  of  each 
series — -buff,  yellow,  rose,  brown,  light  blue, 
indigo,  pale  pink,  green,  lavender,  and  violet. 
The  remaining  series  of  Boten  bear  the 
fignre  of  a  commiasionaii-e  in  the  centre  of 
an  inscribed  oval;  Hamburg,  over;  W.  Krardz, 
below ;  and  value  in  cipher  on  each  side. 
There  are  two  sets,  each  containing  five  of 
the  I  and  the  same  number  of  the  I.  One 
set,  yellow,  red,  and  violet,  brown,  blue,  and 
green,  on  white;  and  the  other,  black,  on 
yellow,  light  and  dark  hrown,  neutral,  and 

Cink,  for  the  1 ;  and  orange,  grey,  blue,  and 
ght  and  dark  green,  for  the  ^  schilling. 
The  anticipated    60    of 
the  new  issue  of  Switzer- 
land  proves  to  be  printed     ' 
in  bronzed  gold,  not  yel-     , 
low.     The  24  ore  of  Swe-     i 
den,   formerly  yellow,    is     | 
now  orange.     The  colouia    ' 
of  the  two  Finland  adlie-     i 
sives     are    altered    to    a 
shade  cousidorably  lighter  than  bePire. 


We  may  take  this  opportunity  of  re- 
plying to  the  letter  of  Nemo,  that  ap- 
peared in  the  last  number,  objecting  to 
onr  placing  tbe  dUigeneta  stamps  among 
those  of  the  Ai^entine  Confederation,  in 
preference  to  Monte  Video.  We  had,  we 
submit,  convincing  reasons  for  so  doing.  In 
the  first  place,  as  we  beheve  nothing  is 
known  for  certain  as  to  tbe  date  of  issue  of 
the  stamps  in  question,  and  as  Monte  Video  is, 
or  was,  simply  one  of  the  seven  provinces  <rf 
the  Argentine  Confederation,  tbey  were  jnst 
as  likely  to  be  need  generally,  as  for  Monte 
Video  exclusively.  Again,  they  are  not  tbe 
same  shape  as  the  stamps  of  the  latter  place, 
which  are  all  horizontally,  but  like  those  of 
the  former,  vertically  oblong.  Moreover, 
and  this  we  imagine  a  convincing  argnment 
in  our  favour,  the  stamps  of  Monte  Video 
have  the  values  marked  in  eentettmog,  whereas 
the  dihgenciaa,  as  well  as  those  both  of  the 
Ai^ntine  Confederation  and  Republic  bear 
value  in  contavog. 

As  specimens  of  the  issues  of  the  Confede- 
rate States  of  America,  we  give  the  accom- 
panying engravings.  We  would  at  tbe  same 
time  caution  stamp  collectors  against  par* 
chasing  imitations  of  these  stamps,  offered 
for  sale  by  certain  unprincipled  dealers  as 
genuine  specimens,  but  which  are  in  reality 
manufactured  in  New  York  expressly  for  tbe 
European  market. 


The  Pmesian  authorities  have  issued  three 
new  stamps,  which  we  understand  are  strictly 
local  for  Berlin.  They  are  coarsely  executed, 
eqnare,  coloured  impression  on  white.  On 
the  top,  Sladt ;  on  the  bottom.  Express ;  the 
value  on  the  sides,  and  also  in  largo  figures 
in  the  centre.     Carmine,  \ ;    lilac,   1 ;    and 

We  think  of  noticing  a  few  hitherto  nn- 
dcscribed  curious  Englisli  essays  in  next 
month's  numl)or. 
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REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Catalogue  of  British,  Colonial,  and  Foreign 
Postage  Stamps,  By  Mount  Brown. 
Fourth  edition.     London  :  F.  Passmore. 

Tms  revised,  corrected,  and  augmented 
edition  of  onr  '  standard  catalogue  '  is  again 
an  improyement  on  the  previous  improved 
impressions. 

Although  the  paper  is  of  a  quality  vastly 
superior  to  that  used  before,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  a  greater  variety  of  type,  which  is 
of  material  service  to  the  eye  when  search- 
ing out  a  reference,  has  materially  increased 
the  expense  of  printing,  the  Hberal  compiler 
still-  maintains  the  moderate  price  of  one 
shilling  ;  and,  considering  the  vast  amount 
of  information  on  the  subject  treated,  and 
the  very  superior  style  in  which  it  is  got  up, 
we  believe  it  may  be  pronounced  the  best 
and  cheapest  of  the  numerous  tribe  of 
manuals. 

Many  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
stamps  enumerated  in  the  former  editions, 
although  we  imagine,  in  a  numerical  point 
of  view,  fewer  individuals  are  catalogued,  in 
consequence  of  the  unceremonious  dismissal 
of  the  Wiirtemberg  timbres  d*  instruction,  so 
long  considered  as  rare  old  issues  ;  the  impu- 
dent and  unprincipled  Lafrenz  cheats  ;  and 
the  still-mysterious  Austrian  complemen- 
taries.  A  number  of  English  essays,  the 
oldest  Moldavians,  the  beautiful  Costa  Rica 
stamps,  those  of  Nicaragua,  the  Ottoman 
Empire,  and  no  end  of  American  locals,  are 
the  principal  additions  to  the  stock. 

Plenty  of  novelties  are  already  waiting  for 
appearance  (we  hope  before  Cfhristmas)  in 
the  fifth  edition,  as  the  new  2  grote  of 
Bremen  (of  which  we  engrave  a  specimen), 
and  the  beautiftd  essays  for  Italy,  to  which 

we  alluded  in  the  last 
number  (see  engraving). 
These  appeared  in  the  in- 
terval between  sending 
the  sheets  to  press,  and 
their  printing  off;  and, 
of  course,  were  not  in 
time  to  be  included. 
We  are  glad  to  see  the 
10-c  Parma,  flesh, — vain  inquiries  after  which 
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we  have  had  so  often  the  trouble  to  answer, 
— restored  to  its  normal  colour  ;  and  we 
hasten  to  avow  our  error  in  supposing  the 
non-existence  of  a  100-c  Monte  Video,  brovm, 
specimens  of  which  we  have  since  seen  and 
now  possess. 

We  would  recommend  Mr.  Brown  to 
expunge  the  2d.  and  8d.  Newfoundland,  lake, 
which  never  existed,  and  the  3  neu-groschen 
Saxony,  white,  which  we  are  sorry  to  say  a 
communication  from  Leipzig,  received  the 
very  day  of  penning  this,  announces,  on  the 
best  authority,  to  be  merely  a  naturally  or 
artificially-£Bided  yellow  specimen. 

With  this  infinitesimal  amount  of  carping, 
we  take  leave  of  Mr.  Brown's  manual  for 
the  present, — jusqu^  au  revoir, 

Magaain  fur  Briefmarken'Sammler,    Leipzig: 
C.  C.  Zschiesche  und  C.  E.  Koder. 

Tub  first  two  numbers  of  this  new  magazine 
for  stamp  collectors  are  now  before  us.  It 
is  a  well- printed /^utZ/e^yi  of  eight  pages,  oU 
very  good  paper,  containing  descriptions  of 
new  stamps,  sundry  postal  information,  en- 
gravings, advertisements,  &c, ;  and  is  a  proof 
of  the  non-decadence  of  timbromanie  on  the 
continent.  The  publisher  has  honoured  Mr. 
Whymper  by  transferring  his  engravings  of 
the  Hong  Kong  and  Turkish  stamps ;  and 
ourselves  by  an  almost  literal  rendering  of  a 
large  portion  of  our  article  on  Bergedorf 
into  German. 

Catalogue  of  nearly  Two  Thouso/nd  va/rieties  of 
British,  Colonial,  and  Foreign  Postage 
Stamps.    By  a  Collector. 

This  is  simply  a  verhalim  et  literatim  tran- 
script of  the  third  edition  of  Mount  Brown's 
manual,  on  inferior  paper,  not  so  clearly 
printed,  and  threepence  dearer.  We  chari- 
tably hope  the  compiler  could  not  have  been 
conscious  of  the  serious  nature  of  his  pira- 
tical appropriation  of  another  party's  brain- 
work  ;  but  little  or  no  mischief  will  accrue 
to  Mr.  Brown,  as  it  has  been  arranged  that 
all  existing  copies  of  the  work  are  to  be  sur- 
rendered to  him  for  destruction.  The  prin- 
ter of  this  publication  is  not  perhaps  aware 
that  he  has  rendered  himself  hable  to  a 
heavy  penalty  for  not  appending  his  name, — 
a  token  that  he,  at  least,  is  ashamed  of  his 
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sbare  in  the  nefarious  transaction.  Mr. 
Brown  has  also  taken  precautions  to  prevent 
the  introduction  of  Kline's  American  piracy 
of  his  catalogue  into  this  country,  and  is 
prepared  wit^  stringent  measures  to  resist 
any  infringement  on ,  his  rights  for  the 
future. 


ADDENDA  TO  MOUNT   BROWN'S 
CATALOGUE  OF  POSTAGE  STAMPS, 

COMPBISINQ  NOTES,  ADDITIONS,  AND  EMENDATIONS, 
BY  C.  W.  YINEB,  A.M.,  PH.D. 

[We  propose  eontlnainf  thla  Appendix  to  Mr.  Brown's  SArij  odHkma,  tat 
the  benefli  <tf  tboM  who  do  not  po«MM  the  fbtntli.— Ed.] 


ptv  5ont|[  WMt$. 

For  an  extended  notice  of  what  are  usually 
termed  *The  Sydney  stamps,'  we  refer  to 
Dr.  Gray's  paper  in  the  March  number  of 
this  magazine.  The  Id.,  crimson,  and  Id., 
vermilion,  are  first  noticed  in  Mr.  Brown's 
fourth  edition. 

The  other  issues  of  New  South  Wales 
comprehend  many  varieties  recognised  by 
some  collectors,  but  not  noted  hv  Mr.  Brown. 
We  simply  mention  them,  leaving  amateurs 
to  use  their  own  judgment  as  to  including 
them  in  their  albums. 

The  wreath  series  has  the  threepenny  in 
two  distinct  sliades  of  green  on  blue  paper ; 
but  not  on  white,  as  far  as  we  know.  We 
have  a  red  and  a  brown  penny,  as  well  as 
the  orange,  on  white  paper.  There  are 
three  unmistakeable,  but  scarcely  describe- 
able,  impressions  of  the  twopenny,  besides 
the  one  on  blue  paper.  One  is  on  white  and 
a  second  on  tinted  paper;  this  latter  is, 
moreover,  of  a  different  shade  of  blue,  and 
easily  recognised  on  inspection.  The  third 
is  lavender  on  white. 

The  issue  with  South  on  the  top,  has  an 
orange  in  addition  to  the  red  and  da^k  brown 
penny  stamps.  Of  this  series  there  are 
some  curious-looking  specimens,  perhaps 
essays,  which  have  a  blaz^  in  place  of  both 
postage  and  value.  We  have  them  in  red, 
blue,  and  green,  answering  to  the  Id.,  2d., 
and  3d. ;  as  well  as  in  mauve  and  orange, 
apparently  for  6d.  and  8d. ;  which  values 
never  appeared  in  this  device. 


The  sixpenny  slate-colour  is  added,  in  the 
fourth  edition,  to  those  of  the  large  series 
(circle  within  hexagon),  and  the  eightpenny 
yellow  (circle  within  octagon). 

We  have  never  ourselves  met  with  a  six- 
penny on  blue  paper,  and  shall  be  glad  of  au- 
thentic, or,  better  still,  ocular  informaticm  an 
that  point.  In  Mr.  Brown's  third  edition  he 
notes  a  sixpenny  red,  of  1860 ;  in  the  fooitii 
he  caUs  it  brown.  We  have  both  in  our 
album,  as  well  as  the  chocolate  of  1862. 
The  threepenny  came  out  this  year,  both 
violet  and  brown. 

The  2  centavos,  blue,  appears  in  the  fourth 
edition,  and  we  understand  this  value  was 
first  issued  black,  previously  to  its  super- 
sedure  by  the  blue. 

The  expected  issue  of  envelopes  by  this 
countiy  appears  to  be  merely  a  ecuuircL 

The  Id.,  5  c,  an<^10  c,  black,  and  12f  c, 
red,  essays  of  this  colony,  are  added  in  the 
last  edition  ;  and  we  re^r  our  readers  to  a 
detailed  description  of  another  choice  essay 
in  our  own  album,  to  be  found  in  last  month's 
magazine. 

We  have  been  shown  several  times  a 
yellow  I  silb.  groschen  of  the  first  issue,  but 
cannot  vouch  for  its  not  having  been  doc- 
tored. The  ^  groschen  of  1860  is  not  yellow, 
but  a  decided  orange,  and  the  \  is  not  of  the 
colour  usually  known  as  marone,  but  of  a 
rich  brown,  like  the  ^ -groschen  envelope. 

{To  he  continued.} 


CANADIAN  POSTAL  STATISTICS. 

DuRiNO  last  year  32  new  post  offices  were 
established  and  9  offices  closed.     The  number 
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of  post  offices  in  operation  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1862,  was  1,868.  During  the 
year  there  were  added  to  the  service  319 
miles  of  new  post  route,  and  13?,463  miles 
of  annual  mail  travel.  The  increase  in  the 
number  of  letters  passing  by  post  was  com- 
paratively greater  in  1862  tiian  has  been 
observed  for  several  past  years.  The  number 
has  exactly  doubled  since  the  year  1854. 

The  correspondence  between  Canada  and 
Europe  by  the  Canadian  steamers  continues 
to  increase,  the  number  of  letters  carried  in 
the  year  1862  having  been  800,000,  showing 
a  comparative  advance  of  nearly  twenty  per 
cent. 

Five  hundred  and  tweniy  thousand  letters 
are  estimated  to  have  passed  through  the 
mails  last  year,  being  in  excess  of  any 
previous  enumeration.  The  number  in  1866 
was  35,000  ;  in  1857,  150,000  ;  in  1868, 
450,000  ;  in  1860,  480,000  ;  and  in  1862, 
520,000.  There  are  twenty-seven  cases  of 
i^eged  losses  or  abstraction  affecting  regis- 
tered letters  during  the  year  1862.  In  1861 
^e  number  of  such  cases  was  thirty-seven. 

The  number  of  parcels  forwarded  by  mail 
diuing  the  year,  at  parcel  post  rate,  is  esti- 
mated to  have  been  somewhat  over  5,000. 
This  is  an  advance  upon  the  result  of  last 
year. — Postmaster-GeneraVs  Report  for  the 
year  ending  September^  1862. 

STAMP  STORING. 

A  PRACTICE  has  lately  arisen  among  postage- 
stamp  collectors,  of  laying  up  considerable 
numbers  of  obsolete,  and  even  of  current 
stamps.  This  practice  is  grounded  on  the 
assumption  that  the  Timbromanie  will  con- 
tinue in  vogue  for  several  years,  and  that 
before  it  goes  out,  many  stamps  now  com- 
paratively common  may  become  rare  and 
valuable  to  collectors.  We  are  acquainted 
with  several  persons  who  are  thus  storing 
French,  Indian,  and  other  common  sorts; 
and  have  even  heard  of  one  who  is  getting  a 
thousand  English  penny  heads,  not  to  paper 
a  room  or  a  box,  but  to  keep  tiD  our  throne 
shall  be  occupied  by  Edward  VIT. 

Without  thus  calculating  on  an  event 
which  we  all  hope  may  be  very  far  distant, 
the  idea  naturally  suggests   itself^  what  a 


number  of  stamps  would  go  suddenly  out  of 
use,  were  the  gracious  lady  whose  profile 
adorns  our  own  stamps  ana  those  of  some 
twenty-five  of  our  colonies,  to  be  prevented 
from  longer  holding  her  queenly  office ! 
Prussia's  first  issues  bore  the  head  of  her 
then  monarch  ;  but  the  postal  authorities 
there  have  avoided  the  necessity  for  further 
changes,  by  impressing  their  stamps  with  an 
eagle  instead  of  the  portrait  of  the  new 
king. 

Now,  the  prudent  coUector,  having  heard, 
for  instance,  of  the  probability  of  a  new 
Italian  issue  appearing  soon,  buys  up  all  the 
heads  of  Victor  Emmanuel  he  can  get, — ^the 
quindici  especially,  which  was  scarcely  cur- 
rent for  a  month,  and  which,  like  the  2-c. 
Swiss  of  the  last  issue,  is  rare  already,  and 
will  soon  be  almost  unattainable. 

But  it  is  evident  that  if  the  storing  system 
spreads,  it  will  nullify  itself,  because  the 
supply  will  for  a  very  long  time  exceed  the 
demand,  and  thus  our  hoarded  treasures  will 
be  unavailable.  To  avoid  this  we  would 
propose  that  collectors  should  put  by  only  a 
few  of  each  kind  of  stamps :  e,  g,,  we  have  a 
correspondent  in,  say  Chili,  from  whom  we 
receive  periodical  supplies.  If  we  reserve  a 
quantity  of  Chilian  stamps,  and  other  of  our 
acquaintance  do  so  likewise  with  stamps  of 
which  they  have,  to  a  certain  extent,  a 
monopoly,  we  shall  each  be  in  a  position  to 
make  profitable  exchanges  with  future  col- 
lectors. 

T.  H.  F. 

CURIOSITIES  OF  THE  AMERICAN 
DEAD-LETTER  OFFICE. 

Lettebs  are  daily  examined  in  the  Dead- 
Letter  Office  at  Washington,  for  the  purpose 
of  selecting  those  with  valuable  enclosures. 
A  clerk  of  inquiring  mind,  who  had  that 
duty  to  perform  one  day,  ascertained  at  his 
leisure  that  there  were  only  375,  out  of 
6,850,  without  a  P.S.,  and  some  contained 
three. 

Here  are  some  specimens  of  the  thousand* 
and-one  ways  in  which  correspondents  ter- 
minate their  letters : — 

*  Exouse  my  way  of  speling,  for  you  now  me. 

'  Your  friend  Sam.* 
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'  David,  if  you  don*t  get  my  letters,  I  don*t  want 
you  to  thkik  I  don't  write  to  you.  A  Idas — and  then 
I  will  leave  you  for  this  time.  I  love  you  as  I  love 
my  own  life.    I  remain  your  true  lover  until  death. 


From 


Mabt.* 


'  Blots  excuse,  mistakes  forgive,— 
Think  of  the  writer  as  long  as  you  live. 

'  BiABTHA.' 


*  If  I  my  trust  betray, 
I  shall  for  ever  die. 

*  Good  bye.' 


'  The  grass  grows  green  aroimd  the  stump— 
You  are  a  great  big  sugar  lump. 
'  Believe  me  as  ever  your  loving  friend, 

'  AiTHii,  Jr.* 


'  Tou  are  the  rose  of  the  mountain, 

And  the  lily  of  the  West; 
You  are  the  only  companion— 
You  are  the  one  I  love  best. 
*  Don't  let  any  one  see  this. 

'  Chables.* 


'  Hoping  that  when  we  meet  again,  we  may  meet 
like  angels  in  heaven. 

*  Your  affectionate  Loybb.' 


^  Adieu,  and  may  the  benediction  of  these  covering 
heavens  fall  on  thy  head  like  lead. 

*  Youra  respectfully,  <m  revoir^ 

*  Box  986,  City.' 

'  Write  to  me  as  soon  as  possible,  if  not  sooner. 

'  I  remain  yours  truly, 

'Delia.' 


*  No  one  to  love — ^none  to 
None  to  respond  to  this  heart's  tenderness ; 
Sad  is  my  heart — ^joy  is  unknown, 
For  in  my  sorrow  Fm  weeping  alone. 

'Lib.' 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


LOCAI,  HANOVERIAN   STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collectob's  MAOAzncB.' 

Sir, — I  wish  to  make  the  following  remarks  in  refer- 
ence tx)  the  Local  Hanoverian  Stamps.  It  may  not  be 
generally  known  that  one  half^nny  is  charged  for  every 
letter  on  delivery  in  Hanover, — a  very  annoying  ana 
stupid  tax.  The  inscription  on  these  stamps  is  Beetell- 
gela-frei^  meaning  commission-money  paid,  or  free ;  so 
that  i  presume  they  are  used  for  the  prepayment  of  this 
charge.  Your  readers  would  doubtless  be  glad  of  any 
further  information  on  this  subject. 

I  remain,  yours  obediently, 

London,  0.  FLEUSS. 


UNITED  STATES  INTERNAL  REVENUE  STAMPS. 
lb  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collbctob's  Maoauhx.' 

Sib, — As  I  can  cheerfully  bear  testimony  to  the  usual 
general  correctness  of  your  Magazine,  I  trust  you  will 
permit  me  to  call  attention  to  two  tnors  into  iraidi  you 
nave  fallen. 

You  are  in  error  in  classing  the  American  Internal 
Revenue  Stamps  with  the  Government  Postage  Stamps 
of  the  United  States.  Your  correspondent,  Mr.  Richard- 
son, of  New  York,  is  therefore  rignt  in  stating  that  the 
stamps  referred  to  were  never  intended  in  any  sense  to 
serve  as  postage  labels.  Persons  mav,  indeed,  igno- 
rantly  affix  them  to  letters,  just  as  the  same  mi^akt 
might  be  committed  in  England,  by  attaching  a  receipt- 
stamp  to  a  letter ;  but  such  improper  and  unwarranted 
use  can  never  give  rise  to  any  doubt  as  to  the  true  and 
proper  use  of  such  Internal  Revenue  labels. 

The  Express  Stamps,  in  regard  to  which  you  ask  for 
information,  are  those  to  be  affixed,  by  the  provisions  of 
the  recent  Revenue  Act,  to  all  and  every  receipt  or 
acknowledgement  riven  for  any  box  or  package  for- 
warded by  any  of  the  various  Express-Forwarding  Com- 
panies, who  monopolise,  to  a  great  extent,  the  trans- 
mission of  parcels  of  goods  over  the  tines  of  railway  in 
the  United  States. 

The  Express  Bill  or  Receipt  is  a  simple  declaration,  in 
printed  form,  with  certain  blank  spaces  filled  in  with 
writing,  stating  that  Uie  Adams  Express  Company  (or 
any  other  companv)  has  received  firom  A.  B.  a  parcel 
containing  [here  the  contents  are  noted,  as  in  a  ship's 
bill  of  ladingl,  which  the  said  company  promise  to 
deUver  to  C.  I),  at  [here  the  name  of  the  town  is  in* 
serted] ;  and  then  follows  the  signature  of  the  acent  of 
the  company  at  the  town  where  the  parcel  is  left  for 
forwarding.  This  receipt  serves,  in  case  the  parcel  is 
lost  by  the  company's  negligence,  as  evidence  to  reoovo' 
the  value  of  the  contents. 

In  vour  reply  to  G.  V.  C,  of  Cambridge,  in  your  num- 
ber for  June,  you  state  that  '  the  portraits  on  the 
Government  stamps  of  the  United  States  are  thoee  of 
Washington,  Penn.  Franklin,  and  Xmro/n.'  The  por- 
traits of  Penn  and  Lincoln  have  never  yet  been  ennnaved 
upon  any  government  postage  stamps  of  the  United 
States.  The  only  portraits  yet  used  are  those  of  Wash- 
ington, Franklin,  and  Jefferson.  The  reason  of  the 
apparent  difference  in  the  portraits  of  the  tame  head,  is 
to  be  traced  to  the  differences  of  the  oriainal  pietures  or 
busts  from  which  the  portraits  upon  the  stamps  have 
been  engraved. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LESLEY,  Jun., 
Ex-Consul  of  United  States  at  Nioa. 

J\r»M,  Alpee  Maritimee^  France, 


To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collbctob's  Maoaitkb.' 


Sib. — ^I  notice  one  or  two  errors  in  your  magazine,  in 
regard  to  American  stamps.  For  instance,  the  U.  S. 
Inter.  Rev.  are  not  posta^  stamps,  as  stated  in  your 
May  number.  They  are  for  the  same  purpose  as  your 
receipt  stamps,  bill  stamps,  &c. :  and  are  not  recognised 
as  paying  potttage  when  attached  to  letters. 

1  was  amused  at  the  charming  litUe  piece  of  self- 
stultification  displayed  by  your  Flemish  friend,  M. 
Moens,  in  an  article  published  by  you.  His  self-satis- 
fied (and  not  very  original)  sneer  about  the  *  almighty 
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ioHir,'  followed  ■*  it  wiu  b;  s  paragraph  full  of  eitra- 
Ti^nt  pTUM  of  itBinpa  of  Aauriean  manufacture, 
•hich  he  in  hii  iEHOranpe  auppowd  to  Iw  Britieh,  ia  a. 
rnUj  good  joke.  I  would  camaiend  tohuepecjnl  atlen- 
lion  1  certain  proTerb  of  our  '  half-bone,  hiUf-sllipitor ' 
Solamon—Dand  Crocket—Til.,  'Beilwayi  nir<  vou'ta 
right,  Ofl)  go  a-h«d.'  ' 

HeapeotAiUy  joun, 
iW  q/itt,  Ktte  Yark.  i.  QATLEB. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


r  nrat  quen 
Imgth  bj  a  coireipondetit  from  Nice', 
(onplementariei  remain  a  vnatt  gaatlit. — The  Belgian 
lad  Tictoriau  atamiM  muit  be  diuoloured  gpeeimens. — 
Bhoiild  jour  alhum  be  large  enough,  WB  would  adrite  the 
iieliuini  of  iiewa))aper  utainpi,  &t.,  at  the  end  of  Che 
look ;  bat  wa  oonaider  priTite  atampt  ahould  be  affiled 
mideT  the  heada  of  their  napeetiTe  countrie*,  togcUier 
with  the  governnieot  iuoaa,  local  or  olherwiae. 

SpBtRx,  Stratford ._Tou  will  tee  luchsntic  informa- 
tioii  respecting  the  Inter.  Rev,  (J.  B.  itampa  in  the 
preaent  number. — Tour  ArgontinB  i«  genuine. 

M.  E.  S.— Yonr  20-c.  Frenefa  Kepubtio,  blue,  >>  noticed 
ii   Mr.   Bcown'a    manual. —The    penuj    Gape  ia  rerj 

0.  Pkiob,  Fenchurch  Street— Tour  3  kr.  enrelopea  of 
Wiiiteniberg  with  the  inacription,  6  ir.,  though  of  course 
Boiplj  a  mittake  of  the  printer,  might  be  included  aa  a 
TanelT  by  eoUectora. 

T.  B.,  Do¥er. — The  diitinction  between  the  genuine 
lad  imiuted  Ba^ja  of  Denmark  is  clearly  pereeiied  bj 
Maan.  Lewea  A:  Pemberton'a  dea- 
(ription.  The  Uercury'a  head  of 
tlM  former  ahowa  a  narrow  edge  of 
the  hinder  wing  throughout  the 
laoglhi  in  the  Latter,  aa  will  be 
■tea  bj  the  appended  engraving, 
thti  ia  not  the  eaae. 

G.  U:UKS,  Liverpool.— We  can- 
not anawer  for  other  dealsri,  but 
we  gire  joo  hll  authoritj  to  de- 
elan  that  all  the  unused  stampa  tct  sell  ore  genuine, — 
We  cannot  giTo  oor  pritatt  opinion  reapecting  whoso  is 
the  beat  caiAlogUB  in  ao  widely -circulated  a  publicatioD 


nally. 

e.  T.  L.  S.,  8t.  Neot's.— Your  stamp  is  evidently  fic- 
tidnna.  We  lUppofe  it  is  intended  for  the  head  of  the 
Eisgof  the  Belgians. 

J.  8,— We  baie  the  fivepenny  Ceylon  both  chocolate 
uid  a  TETy  red  brown,  but  the  shades  of  colour  in  all  the 
•tsnn  of^  that  island  lary  >o  much  that  Hr.  Brown  did 
BM  tniak  it  requiidle  to  note  them. 

(ImN's  Uk\d,  Dublin,  suggests  that  stamp  dealera 
■hould  publish  their  lists  of  prices  so  as  to  be  foldod  up 
u  the  form  of  a  small  book,  in  lieu  of  one  large  sheet: 

,A.  PmEXA,  Yeovil.— The  U.  S.  paper  poatoge  sub- 
atilnte  for  money  would  not  prepay  a  letter 

H.  E.— The  name  of  the  engraver  of  the  new  lulian 
'■ayt  ia  Pellaa.     We  have  just  received  a  ytUoio  spcei- 


W.  A.  H.,  Liverpool.— The  black  penny  New  Zealand 
maji  be  a  Calombo  salvage,  but  our  colonifa  are  so  eapri- 
""'"l'_1  1^'"  '°^''  .*?"'  *^  """'^  advise  collectors  to 

™/i  "Aw-pt  Luv  vwHiya  auu  tne  *.ll.  o""""' 
, I  ha  hnin-ht  nf  iniul  H...l.>r.. 

L.M.a 

J.  LssLET  and  0.  Fleiiss.— Thanks  for  your  commu- 
aieations,  which  we  print  in  full. 

R.  MELDttDH,  Glasgow.— The  black  offieial  V.B.  was 
lu..  .u.r. offices  a'  .... 


n  black  penny,    A  red  V.H. 


the  currency  of  the  cod 
may  not  improbably  tun 

Plthouth  Post.— The  stamp  yon  describe  and  figure 
must  frank  a  French  letter,  as  the  blue  anchor  impres- 
»ion  does  those  of  the  Admiralty  here.     We  include  thii 

A  Maniac,  Black hoalh.— The  legend  on  the  Greek 
atamps  atands  for  Uelltnon  Oramma,  or,  SUmp  ot 
Greece,— Wb  do  not  understand  Rusa. 

W.  E.  H.,  LeicHter.-It  is  a  shilling  Jamaica  reoeipt- 
atamp  to  which  you  allude.  They  not  unfrequenlly 
arrive  post-marked,  and  as  such  are  admiaaible  in  a 
stamp  album,— The  new  Trinidad  ahilling  woa  not 
luusd  in  lime  for  appearance  in  Mr.  Brown's  fourth 
edition.— We  have  mentioned  a  twopenny  black  English. 


•*■  AnvaanaaBaiiis  fcr  Insertion  in  the  St^hp  ColliotosI 


BYORK  &  Co..  eo.  City  Eoad,  London.  Foreijm 
.  BoDk^lHa  Hid  DhIri  hi  P«U|n  atuiiw.  Th*  tw^  ab^k 
».«l.l».l»ip-rtl,™-.  LIUnfPrt«.SrMr™Srf.'t^^!S,S3 
wOoiH.    Oon^Kra*o™toKogU.I.,mMt..>r(fiiJi;?J;;jr^ 


BOOKS  of  CRESTS.  -PubliHbed  on  the  lat  of  everr 
month-     EHh  book  mitt  cmUIn  »  Crtvta  In  nilff    hMiiiif..irL 
■Uropol  In  Ookiiir..  logttbn-  -1th  .  Ilw  »  uJTim™  ofihrplSIs 

am™  A  BMiTa,  IJ,  Omcj.  BM«,  BithT^         ■"      "^u^.  "TiirooD 


'TO  COLLECTORS  of  UN  OBLITERATED  POSTAGE 


PMb^  Btuii]H,  nil  af»1iU(«ra(«4. 


ANEW  AND  COMPLETE  SET  of  upwards  of  130 
■nam  ftpT  aiup  ALli»~k    a«icrubki,llT  uTiiinid  br  Dr.  J.  E. 
g"rjr.aj^^r^.j.s.ii..sv:.^rftli.  BiSUh  ""^T™:    ""^  l£>  i  P^ 


THIS 


STAMP  and  CREST  COLLECTORS.— Just  pi 


HI*  or  «J1  tb*  OuiHitka  jh  RiulHid. 


iJ  S»™l  ■nil  ComtnirsW  Flui  of  Onwl } 
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F. 


UIAMOSn.    mas    House,    We.tbourno   Gro 


•n^ilA  :-Oidln:tli«a  nf  1».  H;  MO.II';  Sf 
Wnrtrm^HTir,  3d.  Heh.    Tb*  fbUowhw  aia 


CHILL,    425,   ArgvU   Slter.t.  Glugnw,   mil  (end 
.    bllPlli-IJMiitlOOBIUineiiiimlplotUUIIKiI  mKlnn,     TliB 


HvtBWDnJ  vbb  urtifl*  I 


r^,  M.  1^  PJJ.J  y";^*'  i^:^' 


.C. 


DECROtX,  Buur,  Dover,  hfti  Har«  Stamps  on 


Iftnn  TURKISn   STAMPS   WANTED,     .     . 

ivlA'    nirtlwn|ij^iiriooi)l<nii(T-wuTiirliI>h«UBpiul 

1 0  UNUSED  FOBBIGN  POSTAGE   STAMPS,  pott 


HOSS,  East  Mu-kham,  tor  ons  itamp  vill  aend  hii 


on  STAMPS  for  SIXPENCE.— The  Siipennj  Packat 

tUinca,  all  In  imd  •ondltliB,  ■lui]' bdni  uoUMnUd.    PoM  fmb 


RANKS  (Old  Engl  iah),  prico  Sd.  each  ;  poBt  frea  for 


Bngluh), 


ipOBtft- 


SEND  13  STAMPS  (o  ' ' 


A  KMS.    CHESTS,   H0N0ORAH6,   ETC.-A    U*ge 


COLLECTION,  c 


nine  300  Stampa,  good  apeci- 
k,  tt  C.  V,  Duniuii'i,  It.  A&Uli 


CHEAP! 
iio.r.p. 


CHEAP!    CHEAP!    R.  KANUMA,  S 


10  OOfl     OBT,rrEEATED     FOEEIGN     STAMPS 


THE    CHEAPEST    PACKET    of    STAMPS.-Th* 
Siipnipr  PK)Ef4  of  Sumpa  HnUlm  V  rwritHtm  at  F4«b%b  mi 
Oelonliil  Poitfd^  HUmp*.  alt  Lii  good  fvndWofi.  Bunr  badnir  ■iwMB*- 


tlOBERT  MELDEUM.  229,  Sanchiehall  Street.  OIu- 


rOHEIGN  STAMPS  GIVEN  AWAT.-An  DnoWiltf 
ftfvd  F'irtAljn  r<Mt4V«rit«ilip-nib«|ri'r«nm<>ar*<'aJ1parvbu'n4r 
HUffDTdfltnilh  vitlKnilIh'i    L>»crlptl.vPHr«  L'KtalDsiiBof  Br«kLCol^ 


HHrTH.  19,  QavE*  AtrHi.  Bl 


BENSON'S  LIST  of  HUNDREDS  of  USED  and 


A    GREAT  VAEIETT  of  RARE  STAMPS  aliraji  on 


SEND  STAMPED  ENVELOPE  for  J.  E.  KES- 
HBDTB  PrifH  IJat  of  IFDr<4flii  And  OdIoiiIb:  Pn4a*B  StaBi^  Tl^ 
—  ■    —         ■       i;  I  idMtr..  M.  «>£,  MpB  diHa: 


<•  lOiC  sKh,  i!r  etfpn  d. 


,  79,  Owf*  H«n*t,  EtUnbnrah. 


T>UT  of  the  IMPORTER.— As  R.  PEGG  Importa  all 


GIVEN  AWAY.— An  Unoblit«rated  Poraien  Postaga 
aiunp  •111  b*  b1t-ii  rnu  >°  all  pirtkaHn  if  ntidbn]  bbMi  a 
HnlUi  ■    Dncripl^n  frin  OuSuus  of  BriUah.  Cl>Iiinl>1.  ud  FoMfi 


L!^L?^^^t"^'2;:v~'"^_r; 


M"i 


O,   IXgl   bl    UIHSIIS  Ik^ 


rj.      BOLTON,    la.   Spring  Street,  Hull,   can  aapplj 


?£S£^ 
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CT4MP3  GIVEN  AWAY  Ml    All  who  und   lAret 

LC^vDLmwIn,  pfr  rciim,  k  topf  of  hli  Luap*  4114]  lira  Prirp  Lk»  fl« 
J«l;  Ifnt  frw^,  wUh  whtrh  bp  «[I1  |(iVB  Wtf  IHJ  t  lUn  UuuliLKtirMad 

ipaW  hii  LM.  uil  Uv  lUiaf  tlut  h*  ■>•»  i»u  pV>*. 


IEdAw.U.     niotomn^I 


8LIPENNY     PACKET   of    STAMPS.— Thii 


IBUS   of    the   QUEgN 

brtJn.  Pil,^''fi«r,,  *■„  fc.,  fa.    I 


EOIAL    FAMILY, 


THE  IRISH  TErVATE  OFFICE  STAMPS,  Sd.  euh ; 


NICABAGUAN   STAMPS.— Mr.    H.   J.   HYDE,  8, 
Hi   -     -        —  ■        - 


LfOUNT  BROWN,  124,   Cheapside,  I^ndon,  hu  all 

Ktkna.V:  RuDlibOOkU  (<n>n,  aKd'  nmr.  1';  HdIJitU.  lum. 
;eQli^ld.,  KC;  U.,  U.;  U..  U,  ^  «Tri<<[ii>.  BM  it  ttn,  Hh  Cr\lmi 


•U  t«ii.ii    lid  lUaiua,  nU  it.  S.  PnH  01 
■Hfatttillll  ud  hs.     PilnIM.inlbi 


OPnCE  for  tho  COLLECTION  «nil  EECOVEKT  of 


EDWARD  UPJOHN,  Boolueller,  auppliea  aU  kiodi  of 
ttmtB  BU»L  Mvui  C«>lii(BBi,  Alboiu.  and  PnUloitlimi. 
H.Vhivi^rt'B  Prcvf  f npTwabBA J  NlBwrmL  H^  BnflUl  Vi4  [luUh 
G^ATmUih.  ArsivbUM,  old  Hpvilflb.  Ac,  u.  CVpviut  Ordan  •■•- 
■wj.   U.  Bm  Blnrt,  Ccmnt  Ovdis.  W.C. 


A  TTENTION  !     TOUNG    MAN  !      WHERE   ABE 

£L   nKOW  !B<iidU  IB  llH  nil  of  «<li  iiicntli ,  tlw  Da  iM  JCIvlB* 


J   J.  H.  8TOCCALL  &  Co.,  Broad  Gre«D,  nm-Liier- 
•    r~>.  hm  IB  bwd  dbHj  mi;  kbd  of  rmlin  PmUfn  Htiuii~ 
im^wma  itKbU,  .aieb  tli.^  oOn  tor  S^^  ^^Tt.  --— 


s.°te3i;i' 


5T£S 

L{  Hviu'Vub.  nBnJ 
ikntdblBf  ani,  lalu. 


A   SHEET  or  20  UNUSED  STAMPS,   oonuiting  ot 

'•)~«k.    ■jpjMli.  Id. !  ilwl™,  M.:t)i»i  IHn.'td. ;  alOml 


CELLING  OFF  UNDER  COSTPRICE.-Mr.  FR.VNK 

whidifhti  vjdii4bjBHttKkof  HlvBpi.  wlUwaL  ri>i 


/~1    G„  Acomb  Hoiwe,  Mannheater,  is  now  Sellinit  Off 


"Y«r    YOUNG  ft  Co..  A 

ftajnp-'DfallCcnliitrtr*.  whlEh'lbi 
ZH.  ouch,  iM'^rdovfi;  F^wLOi 


MESSRS.  HOOPER  4  FORWARD  (Lato  J.  Hoopor), 
1.  Hume  Ciniil.  Ulllm  SIreM.  Lsndiio,  B.C.    Fonliiii  fSm— 


"SS:  ^  *t  '^T£!S."^"  w'bi 


r\    Ho  CORKINDALE,   37,  Abbottford  Plaos,   Olu- 

AlulrU,  a^F.^  b1>E^  id.:  DBunuliiildH  asd..  U.;  VYoHhRiipDliU^ 

>i7«iS™K:.  ti^"'',  m!  J  Mt-'Bi.'SS'iIt  iTfETiTiiT  m.  ;  *£ 

SniKdl  M.  1  Hmu.  "Ill  t.  U, ;  FWainl,  U,  100  r..  Id.;  KT..btHTd.: 
r..liliH  IU«nMiiriMI,  IM.;  Pcduid.  10  kip..  lOd. ;  BnHni,  1, 1. 1,  S. 
(.«,».>»>..»«»  l/:Saiiriin.<l;  Humr.sldl.  ld.:aU  1.1. Id.!  aid  1 
U.  (uilMpiTdiH*)^  Thmnai.  »  c.  A ;  VaMHlhl.  1.1  rti^^M.; 
|b.J..iiiiiTil.,«d.;Yliil<M.  '      *"'        '  "'"' 


V-QVA  8C0TIAN,  1  o.,  U.,  onnwd  :  9d-,  uaed ;  B 


M        ^^^i;j»)^.","*J. 


•Fplr  )v  Mlar  u'  A,' 


PrL»  &^irvd'i  lii 


pOSTA   RICA    STAMPS.— Mr     MOUNT   BROWN, 

Blui[a  :'l  inl,  bliiil.  IfS:  l^raliL  lurlri,  Ih'.     A1«  H»  SiMlh  W>lM 


T     MENL07E.   22,   Upper   Bakm   Slr«i,    LonJon. 
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"P    p.  ERIE.  HamburE,  6,  DanbuHh,  Dealer 


I^HE   P0STAGE.3TAMP   COLLECTOR'S  POCKET 
ALPUMr-QpnUUninjiacMnplpte'ratalinrfaJl  ths  PoAp  BtKmpa 


P0STAGE-8TAMP  ALBUMS  for  ONK  SHILLING 


THB  SHILLING  ALBUM  v 
Book,  itniniilitniiiid  In  OoUi,  r 


.  and  (errioeable 


DOCKET  AI-BnM  /or  CRESTS,  ARMS,  and  MONO- 
IT  OBAara.  ConUlnlBg  *»«•  utubM  tar  1300  vuM[»4.  ymt\f 
cond.  wllb  pH^eL  flftp.  And  idHth  bAOd.     Ra«Ji»  ^-.P^l^       j^'Iili 


QFPEN'S  POSTAGE-STAMP  ALBUM,   and  CATA- 

UUMtl'Vljictlin'MlllimV,  wt^  Oi«  CWUttor,  •lUi  »  Full  A™»»1  « 


■pOSTAGE-STAMP  ALBUM  TITLES.— Now  Ready, 

of  ISO  TIU™  ftiP  femp  Allmnu.     O'osnpli  k»lL*  '"*"^*4J!'  !^\'L^ 
fna,!^.'  ep«lmpii'BiM«pc«tlW  tiw  two  itiiinp*.  ^^^^tL^l^''*^ 


Prlmv;p««'r^^j/'-    Bound 


E08TA0E-8TAMP   ALBUM.      By   JUSTIN   LAL- 

SiLllM.    Dwil  la  tn-  Miiinrnr  TTllrf  —  -'-j-  "I'il— "^  'V'" 
SlA£drbo«^  I'M  Ba«o  nlue  tn1^d^i^»:  p« 

ttl«tin.|>.jiMt£!E*.SEduiji>cili™»r  mn,  i1.«I»im.  »  »1I  hU 


CTAPFORD     SMITH     &     SMITH'S     SIXPESHT 

(Vlonlil  riiat.^  stamps  tU  In  Kaoi  cmdlUoE.  man]'  brlaa  m^Br 

CTAPFOSD   SMITH  ft  SMITH'S  ONE-SmLLISO 
CTAFFORR  SMITH  ft  SMITH'S  FIVE-SHILUM 


CTAFFORD  SMITH  ft  SMITH'S  FIVE-SHILLISG 

STAFFORD    SMITH    ft   8MITH   h«T»  (or  Sale  % 


CTAFFORD  SMITH  ft  SMITH'S   NEW   anil  C0»- 

SdlTl^aj.'.'ac..'  of'lK'Wu.h  'm^JISTptI™   !/«■;    'fn*  tM.  Ut. 

CTAFFORD    SMITH   ft    SMITH'S    DRSCRIPTITB 
CTAFFORD  SMITH  ft  SMITH'S  MONTHI.T   CIR- 

STAFFORD     SMITH     ft    SMITH'S     BISPENNT 
PACKET  of  ARMfP,  CBEST9,    MOSnORAMB,    1^    Cmlilnlag  » 
tvIbUh.    H«UafitampH]laCblDiirh    Paitrnt.lA. 

CTAFFORD  SMITH  ft  SMITH'S   ONE-SHILLIXR 
GTAFPOED  SMITH   ft  SMITH'S   ONE-AND-SrE- 


s,:3ii^.E:?5ii 


CONTENTS. 

A  Tale  of  a  Postaoe  Stamp 

Tub  Post  Bktohk  Railwats  

ActunoA   TO   MoBiif  Bnon^f'B  Catawkiub  o» 

POCTAOE  &rAMt«    

Stam™  NrwLT  Iksucd,  oh  Finwr  Dksciiibkd 
Rin.T   TO   THB    Attack  uv   Pohtaoe   Simiv 

COLLBCTORS,  IV  THE  'SeMAFHOBK,'  OF  HaR- 

Seviewn  Of  Postal  Publication 

CoR«KlirOM)EKCK 

AjiHWEBll  TO  CoRRESraiiDEIlTB 


A  TALK  OF  A  POSTAGE  STAMP. 
DOZE  THE   FIRST   CONTINUED.— PART  VII, 


'  Lifs's  B  lengthened,  troublniis  dream  : 
Sleejiiog — wakhig— atill  we  aeein 
Of  realities,  I  deem. 
But  tucsttJi  atianaient  gleam.' 

The  night  was  pitch  dark,  and  I  conld  not 
kt  first  aucoont  for  the  smarting  sensation  of 
mj  hand,  till,  collecting  my  muddled  facul- 
ties, and  mana^ng  to  feel  out  a  Incifer  and 
kindle  a  light,  I  reatiBed  the  extent  of  the 
mischief.  The  damaged  watcli  annnunced 
two  o'clock  only,  so  that  a  very  limited 
period  of  conscions  anconeoiousnesa  [aak  the 
Ho.  7.   Aug.  1, 1868.    Frioe  Fourpeiioe.J 


metaphysicians  the  meaning  of  that  lucid 
phrase]  must  have  clapned  since  my  retiring 
to 1  dare  not  say,  repose. 

I  gathered  up  the  broken  bits  of  glass  as 
well  as  I  could,  and  hunted  out  some  styptic 
for  my  wounded  hand.  The  stamps  were 
lying  na  still,  and  looking  as  imii)cent,  as 
possible,  and  all  unconscious  of  tlie  mishap 
they  ha<l  occasioned.  I  felt  sorely  tempted 
to  set  fire  to  them,  but  prudently  forbore ; 
opining  that  their  avenging  ghosts  mijfht, 
forsooth,  be  even  more  difficult  of  endurance 
than  themselves. 

And  here  I  take  leave  to  interpolate  a  few 
remarks,  in  reply  to  the  sapient  and  kindly  ("r) 
critics  who  have  done  me  the  honour  of 
thinking  my  hnmble  tale  worth  carping  at. 
They  object  that  I  have  represented  the 
postage  stamps  aa  too  didactic,  philosophic, 
and  discursive,  and,  in  brief,  as  talking  too 
sensibly.  I  cannot  help  it ;  '  I  tell  the  tale 
aa  'twas  told  to  me.'  Neither  people  nor 
postage  st.'impfl  always  act  np  to  their 
charauters  in  dreams,  whatever  they  mny  do 
in  reality.  Solomon  himself  in  the  visions 
of  the  niglit  would  be  often  heard  to  talk 
veritable  bosh  ;  and  I  have  frequently  known 
you  yourself,   my  worthy   friend  (i/ou  know 
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whom  I  mean),  when  I  have  dreamt  of  yon, 
talk  good  sonnd  sense ;  and  mnch  surprised 
I  should  have  felt  at  the  astounding  fact, 
did  one  ever  feel  surprise  in  dreams ; — the 
only  faculty,  as  far  as  I  have  yet  learned,  of 
which  one  never  seems  to  experience  the 
sensation  during  sleep. 

Moreover,  penning  my  reminiscences  at 
this  distance  of  time,  I  cannot  be  always 
answerable  for  the  recapitulation  of  my 
narrators*  exact  words  ;  and  consequently, 
once  for  all,  I  must  request  my  courteous 
readers,  id  be  persuaded,  henceforward,  that 
all  seeming  otherwise  than  sensible  in  my 
tale  is  to  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  postage 
stamps  ;  and  that  all  the  sense,  much  or 
little,  is  to  be  set  down  to  my  account. 
With  this  fair  understanding,  then,  we  will 
proceed  to  the  continuation  of  the  narrative 
of  the  yellow  Tuscan  lion  in 

DOZE  THE  SECOND.— PART  I. 

A   STORMY    INTERVIEW. 

'  That  man  should  tread  this  glorious  earth, 
Oblivious  of  his  heavenly  birth  ; 
Barter  all  chanoe  of  proffered  bliss, 
For  soenes  of  turmoil  such  as  this  ! ' 

' "  CoRFO  di  Bacco,  man  !  "  said  the  tempter, 
"  why  do  you  stand  in  your  own  way  ?  I 
tell  you,  you  can  get  fortune,  obtain  your 

mistress,  and enjoy  revenge,  all  at  one 

stroke ;  and  you  do  nothing  but  rage  like  a 
baited  bear,  without  the  sense  to  know  you 
are  stronger  than  your  tormentors,  if  you 
only  choose  to  exert  your  strength." 

' "  Fortune  !  love !  revenge  !  "  groaned  the 
other  ;  "  the  first  I  care  not  for,  save  as 
means  of  elevation  to  obtain  the  second  ;  but 

the   third 1   will    have    it,    if  I   perish 

myself  in  its  accomplishment." 

* "  Tut,  tut,  my  fine  fellow,"  returned 
Filippo,  "  I  engage  you  shall  have  it,  without 
risk,  too.  Only  hearken  quietly  to  me,  and 
be  guided  by  my  directions." 

'"And  what  am  I  to  thank  for  your 
sudden  care  after  my  interest  ? "  rejoined 
Lorenzo,  not  yet  so  blinded  by  passion  as 
not  to  suspect  some  sinister  motive  for  the 
other's  interference  in  his  affairs ;  "  why  do 
you  force  yourself  upon  me  ?  You  can 
mean  no  good  by  your  pretended  sympathy : 
you  como  for  no  purpose  other  than  to  gloat 


upon  my  disgrace.     Begone,  or  I  will  hurl 
you  down  the  stairs." 

*  "  Well,"  sneered  the  ruffian,  "  you  ought 
to  be  quite  aufait  in  that  sort  of  exploit,  as 
you  have  experienced  that  unceremonious 
sort  of  exit  in  propria  persona.  Keep  your- 
self cool,  now.     You  are  looking  just  as  you 

must  have  done  when  you  lay  sprawling 

Hands  off,  I  say,  I  am  stronger  than  you ; 
and  were  I  not,  I  have  a  knife,  and  no  man 
ever  attacks  me  without  getting  a  dig  of  it 
sooner  or  later.  Keep  off,  or  it  will  be  the 
worse  for  you.  What  !  you  wiU  have  it, 
then  !  " — Lorenzo  had  rushed  at  the  ruffian, 
goaded  by  his  insulting  taunts  ;  but  his 
strength,  at  once  infuriated  and  weakened 
by  passion,  was  no  match  for  the  calculating 
coolness  of  his  villainous  antagonist,  whose 
object  it  evidently  was  to  excite  him  to  the 
utmost  verge  of  desperation,  without  any 
personal  quarrel  with  himself.  He  contrived, 
then,  sparing  the  exertion  of  active  violence, 
to  overpower  the  young  artist  and  place  him 
in  a  chair,  where  he  lay  exhausted  by  his 
own  vehemence,  and  somewhat  soothed  by 
the  caresses  of  poor  little  Carlo,  whom  bis 
rooted  terror  of  his  uncle  had  not  deterred 
from  springing  to  the  assistance  of  bis 
beloved  protector. 

*  Filippo  left  them  to  themselves  awhile, 
and^  lighting  a  cigar,  sat  smoking  at  the 
window,  till  his  victim  appearing  somewhat 
calmed,  he  again  approached  him,  and  the 
boy  speedily  beat  a  retreat  to  his  distant 
comer. 

' "  Come,  now,  my  man,  why  quarrel  with 
your  friends  ?  You  do  not  seem  to  be 
possessed  of  too  many.  I  mean  nought  but 
good  towards  you  ;  and,  if  you  inquire  why, 
I  am  free  to  own,  because  I  expect  to  gain 
greatly  by  making  common  cause  with  you. 
I  repeat  that  I  engage  to  put  you  in  the  way 
of  attaining  all  three  of  the  seemingly 
unattainable  objects  of  your  aspirations ;  but 
you  must  put  yourself  under  my  guidance, 
heart  and  hand — not  body  and  soul ;  folks 
are  too  wide  awake  to  avow  that  sort  of 
bargain  now-a-days — not  that  I  see  any 
difference  but  in  words  :  it  seems  to  me  to 
come  to  the  same  thing." 

'Alas    for    poor    Lorenzo  !   tibe    tempter 
uttered  but  the  naked  truth.      What  is  the 
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simple  interpretation  of  the  legends  of  the 
foal  fiend's  victories  in  the  dark  ages,  where 
the  miserable  victims  are  represented  as 
signing  with  their  blood  a  bond  of  fealty,  in 
purchase  of  love,  gold,  or  power  ? — boons 
out  of  which  the  crafty  demon  so  often 
deluded  his  votar3%  who  found,  too  late,  his 
promises  were  only  "a  mockery  iind  a 
snare!"  What  are  these  apparent  fictions 
but 


( i( 


The  simple  actions  of  an  o*er  true  tale. 
Obscur'd  by  dark  tradition's  misty  veil "  ? 

In  sober  fact  there  may  be  no  visible  Mephis- 
topheles  at  the  elbow,  but  how  frequently 
the  poor  dupe  abandons  himself,  now  to  the 
suggestions  of  his  own  evil  thoughts,  and 
anon  to  the  selfish  guidance  of  a  villainous 
adviser,  barters  his  innocence  for  greed,  lulls 
for  awhile  his  dormant  conscience,  and 
awakes — how  terrible  an  awaking  ! — to  the 
stings  of  disappointment  and  remorse  ! 

'  To  return  to  my  narrative  :  all  the  specious 
reasonings  and  persuasions  of  Filippo  might 
possibly  have  been  ineffectual,  had  he  not 
bethought  himself  of  the  incident  of  the 
bracelet,  and  its  value,' known  hitherto  to 
himself  alone,  as  a  means  for  developing  the 
mystery  connected  with  the  birth  of  the 
artist-foundling. 

*  Eagerly  did  the  youth  listen  to  as  much 
of  the  recital  as  Filippo  chose  to  favour  him 
with ;  suffering  Lorenzo  to  believe  by  impli- 
cation that  both  the  Marquis  and  his  foster- 
parents  had  all  along  been  aware  of  all  the 
circumstances. 

*  The  plan — the  details  of  which  you  will 
have  hereafter — he  had  been  thus  far 
misuccessful  in  inducing  Lorenzo  to  adopt, 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  night 
attack  on  the  palace  of  the  Marchese,  the 
^traction  of  the  costly  plate  and  jewelry 
Well  known  to  be  contained  therein,  and  the 
forcible  abduction  of  Adine,  who  was  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  neighbouring  sanctuary  of 
Vallombrosa  ;  and  there  an  accommodating 
priest  would  be  ready  to  rivet  the  chains  of 
matrimony  too  securely  for  the  possibility  of 
severance,  even  by  the  great  influence  of  the 
old  noble.  Filippo  plausibly  endeavoured 
*o  persuade  his  companion  that  the  family 
of  the  Marchese  would  be  easily  induced  to 


hush  up  the  affair  for  the  sake  of  the  honour 
of  the  heiress. 

'  The  communication  of  Filippo,  neverthe- 
less, had  a  contrary  effect  from  what  he  had 
intended,  Lorenzo  immediately  declaring  he 
would  boldly  apply  to  the  Marquis  for  the 
restoration  of  his  property.  At  first,  Filippo 
fancied  he  had  made  a  false  move,  and  was 
not  without  some  misgivings  as  to  the  effect 
of  his  tardy  acknowledgment  of  the  truth. 
Reflection,  however,  reassured  him  as  to  the 
futility  of  his  dupe's  application,  which  he 
knew  he  had  private  means  of  forestalling  or 
neutralising,  so  as  to  induce  disbelief  in  his 
own  confession.  The  consequent  refusal  of 
the  Marquis  to  give  up  the  ornament,  he 
shrewdly  conjectured  would  but  serve  to  add 
ftiel  to  the  impassioned  young  artist's  resent- 
ment, and  only  in  the  upshot  bind  him 
more  closely  to  a  participation  in  his  own 
nefarious  projects.* 

'The  event  justified  his  anticipations.  The 
old  noble,  in  a  written  communication  to  that 
effect,  seemed  to  have  been  induced  utterly  to 
ignore  the  rights  of  Lorenzo,  and  at  the  same 
time  coupled  his  negation  with  a  friendly 
admonition  to  quit  the  society  of  his  menda- 
cious accomplice,  and  turn  his  great  talents 
to  account  on  other  soil  than  that  of  Tuscany. 
A  handsome  amount  of  money  was  enclosed 
in   the  packet,    which    Lorenzo   dashed   to 
the  ground  ;  and  Filippo,  who  had  managed 
to  get  wind  of  the  time  the   parcel  might 
be  sent,  ftirtively  consigned  the  same  to  his 
own    pockets.       Adine     had    considerately 
added  a  small  note  to  Carlo,  containing  the 
recovered  stamp  ;  and  this  act  of  kindness, 
and  the  very  sight  of  her  handwriting,  might 
have  disposed  Lorenzo   to  a  better  course, 
had  not  Bernardo  contrived  to  forward  the 
missive  by  one  of  his  uncle's  retainers,  who 
entertained  an  old  grudge  against  the  artist, 
on  account  of  his  active  resentment  for  some 
act  of  insolence.    This  man's  vulgar  mind  had 
eagerly  seized  so  favourable  an  opportunity 
of    retaliation,    and    he    had    consequently 
been  one  of  the  foremost  in  the  throng  of 
his  persecutors,  the  memorable  morn  of  his 
ignominious  expulsion  from  the  palazzo  of 
the  Marchese. 

'  The  sight  of  this  menial  rekindled  his 
sleeping  rage ;  and  nothing  but  the  abject 
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terror  of  the  cowering  fellow  prevented  him 
from  violence.  Thus,  ill- prepared  for  the 
endurance  of  disappointment,  he  opened  the 
packet,  perused  the  denial  of  what  he  con- 
sidered his  just  claims,  and  furiously 
exclaimed  : — 

' "  Away  !  scruples  of  conscience,  away  ! 
I  will  hesitate  no  longer — I  will  have 
revenge  !  Yes  (catching  sight  of  the  stamp, 
which  Carlo  had  just  taken  out  of  his  little 
note,  and  was  innocently  holding  up  to  his 
friend's  eyes),  by  the  Cross  of  Savoy  I  will 
be  revenged  !  "  ' 

(To  he  continued,) 

THE  POST  BEFORE  RAILWAYS. 

Previous  to  1784,  the  mail-bags  of  the  post 
ofl&ce  were  carried  by  postboys  on  horseback, 
at  an  average  rate,  including  stoppages,  of 
from  three  to  four  miles  an  hour.  Of  these 
postboys  and  their  doings  we  have  some 
curious  accounts.  Mr.  Palmer,  of  Bath,  who 
originated  some  considerable  reforms  in  this 
department  of  the  post  office,  says  of  them  in 
his  report,  when  introducing  his  schemes  to 
Mr.  Pitt :  *  The  mails  are  generally  intrusted 
to  some  idle  boy  without  character,  mounted 
on  a  worn-out  hack,  and  who,  so  far  from 
being  able  to  defend  himself,  or  escape  from 
a  robber,  is  more  likely  to  be  in  league  with 
him.*  This  testimony,  though  it  might  not 
be  unbiassed,  seems  in  the  main  to  have  been 
true.  Anybody  might  rob  a  postboy,  and 
that  by  the  simplest  contrivance.  Letters  of 
any  great  value  were  so  seldom  sent  by  these 
means  that  the  booty  was  often  found  worth- 
less. The  French  mail  on  its  outward-bound 
passage  via  Dover  was  more  than  once 
stopped  and  rifled  before  it  had  got  clear  of 
London.  A  string  stretched  across  a  street 
in  the  borough  through  which  the  mail 
would  pass,  has  been  known  to  throw  the 
postboy  from  his  horse,  who,  without  more 
ado,  would  coolly  retrace  his  steps,  empty- 
handed,  to  the  chief  office,  and  report  the  loss 
of  his  bags.  About  this  time,  it  was  a  fre- 
quent complaint  of  the  officers  of  the  post 
office  that  the  runners  did  a  considerable 
business  for  themselves,  to  the  great  detri- 
ment of  the  public  revenue.  Post-letters 
were   frequently   found    upon    them,   when 


they  would  urge  in  extenuation  of  the  fraud, 
that  they  had  no  wages  from  their  masters 
— the   proprietors   who  farmed   the    mails. 
One  high  official  complains  grievously  that 
the  gentry  '  doe  give  much  money  to  the 
riders  [for   services    rendered,   no  doubt^, 
whereby  they  be   very   subject   to    get  in 
liquor,  which  slopes  the  males.*     We  have 
seen  upon  what  a  slender  thread  the  arrival 
or  non-arrivaJ  of  the  mails  really  hung,  and 
that  to  '  stope  the  males  *  was  by  no  means  a 
difficult  task.     Nor  did  the  speed  at  which 
they  travelled  form  any  obstacle.     From  old 
records  we  learn   that   when    Mr.   Harley 
(afterwards  Lord  Oxford)  complained  that 
an  express  to  him  had  been  delayed,  the 
postmasters-general  (two  were  required  in 
those  days)  replied,  *  that  it  had  travelled  one 
hundred   and   thirty-six  miles  in  thirtj-six 
hours,  which,*  added  they,  ^  is  the  usual  rate 
of  expresses.* 

In  Scotland,  about  the  same  time,  this 
work  was  done  even  slower,  and  accomplished 
with  greater  hardships.  The  postboys  walked 
all  distances  under  twenty  miles;  longer 
distances  required  that  the  person  should  be 
mounted,  though  no  relays  of  horses  were 
allowed,  however  long  and  tedious  the 
journey  might  be.  Many  years  later,  the 
English  order  of '  post '  and  '  express '  would 
appear  to  have  been  reversed,  'expresses' 
travelling  the  slowest.  Campbell,  the  poet, 
relates  a  story  which  shows  how  things  were 
managed  in  his  younger  days  in  the  High- 
lands. '  Near  Inverary,  we  regained  a  spot 
of  comparative  civilisation,  and  came  up  with 
the  postboy,  whose  horse  was  quietly  grazing 
at  some  distance,  whilst  Red  Jacket  himself 
was  immersed  in  play  with  other  lads. 
"  You  rascal,"  I  said  to  him,  "  are  you  the 
postboy,  and  thus  spending  your  time  ? " 
"  Nae,  nae,  sir,"  he  answered,  "  I'm  no  the 
post ; "  and  then,  as  if  ashamed  of  his  con- 
nection with  it,  added,  "I'm  only  an  express !^^* 

Thirty  years  before  Mr.  Palmer  submitted 
his  plans  for  appropriating  some  of  the 
coaches  to  post-office  uses,  we  learn  thiU. 
'flying'  coaches  were  started.  The  first 
was  established  by  a  number  of  Manchester 
merchants,  to  run  between  that  place  said 
the  metropolis.  These  coaches  earned  their 
appellation  by  an  increase  of  speed  of  about 


Aug.  1, 1863.]        THE  STAMP  COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


105 


a  mile  an  hour  above  the  ordinaiy  rate.  They 
were  remarkable,  however,  for  the  improve- 
ments that  continued  to  be  made  in  them, 
both  as  to  construction  and  in  the  mat- 
ter of  speed.  Towards  the  end  of  the  last 
century  the  rate  had  reached  the  con- 
siderable speed  of  eight  miles  an  hour. 
This  velocity  was  not  attained  without 
considerable  misgivings  and  distrust  on 
the  part  of  travellers.  When  the  eight  miles 
was  increased  to  ten  and  twelve  miles  an 
hour,  principally  through  the  influence  of  the 
post-office,  the  public  mind  was  found  to  be 
in  different  stages  of  alarm  and  revolt. 
Vested  interests  indulged  in  the  gloomiest 
forebodings  on  those  who  should  thus 
knowingly  spurn  the  ways  of  Providence  ! 
Lord  Chancellor  Campbell  relates  that  he 
was  frequently  warned  against  travelling  in 
the  mail-coaches  improved  by  Palmer,  on 
account  of  the  fearful  rate  at  which  they 
flew,  and  instances  were  given  him  of 
passengers  who  had  died  suddenly  of  apo- 
plexy ffom  the  rapidity  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  PaJmer,  who  complained  in  his  report 
that  the  post,  instead  of  being  the  quickest, 
*ia  almost  the  slowest  conveyance  in  the 
country,'  proposed,  in  1784,  that  as  far  as 
possible  the  mail-bags  should  be  sent  in  these 
improved  coaches.  He  stipulated  that  they 
shduld  in  all  cases  be  accompanied  with 
mail-guards,  well  armed  and  accoutred,  and 
such  officers  '  as  could  be  depended  upon  as 
trustworthy.'  He  very  properly  thought 
that,  with  the  help  of  the  pistol  and  blunder- 
bnss  of  the  mail-guards,  passengers  might 
dispense  with  the  usual  precaution  of  making 
their  will  before  taking  a  long  journey.  To 
provide  for  cases  of  coachwreck,  he  suggested 
that  the  mail-guard  should  be  sent  for  his 
first  month  to  the  coach-making  department, 
to  learn  the  mysteries  of  the  craft,  and  be 
initiated  in  the  matter  of  axles  and  springs. 
This  enterprising  reformer  also  insisted  that 
the  mails  should  be  timed  throughout 
their  journeys — a  most  needful  arrangement, 
as  we  have  seen.  They  might  thus  be 
enabled  to  reach  London  at  a  given  time, 
when  the  mails  could  be  delivered  together. 
Again,  instead  of  leaving  Ijondon  at  all  hours 
of  the  night,  Mr.  Palmer  proposed  that  all 
the    coaches    should    leave    together  at   a 


specified  time ;  and  thus  established  what 
was,  to  the  stranger  in  London,  for  many 
years,  one  of  the  first  of  city  sights. 

The  post-office  authorities  made  many  and 
vehement  objections  to  the  plans  for  these 
sweeping  changes.  One,  who  doubtless  fore- 
saw more  work  for  his  department,  could  see 
'  no  occasion  for  so  much  regularity; '  another 
could  not  tell  *  why  the  mails  should  travel  as 
quickly  as  passengers. '  One  more  prom  inent 
gentleman,  content  like  the  rest  with  the  in- 
security of  the  old  means  of  transit,  objected 
to  the  employment  of  mail-guards,  inasmuch 
as,  instead  of  affording  protection  to  the 
mails,  *  the  crime  of  murder  would  be  added 
to  that  of  robbery  ;  for,*  said  he,  '  when  once 
desperate  fellows  had  determined  upon 
robbery,  resistance  would  lead  to  murder !  * 
Notwithstanding  all  departmental  opposition, 
however,  the  Treasury,  with  Mr.  Pitt  at  its 
head,  saw  and  acknowledged  the  jnerits  of 
the  scheme  as  likely  to  lead,  after  a  time,  to 
a  permanent  increase  of  the  revenue.  An 
act  was  passed  in  1785  authorising  its  adop- 
tion ;  and  as  no  one  could  accuse  prime- 
minister  Pitt  at  that  date  with  any  leaning 
to  peace  and  non-resistance  principles,  the 
clause  recommending  the  appointment  of 
mail-guards  was  fully  sustained.  Mr. 
Palmer,  ci-devant  theatre-manager,  was 
at  once  transferred  from  the  boards  at 
Bath  to  the  general  post-office,  as  manager 
of  the  new  scheme.  He  held  office  till 
1792,  when  he  retired  upon  a  pension  of 
£3000  a  year,  and  a  subsequent  parliamentary 
grant  of  £50,000.  Spirited  reforms,  during 
hisfewyears  of  office,  went  on  mostvigorously. 
Three  hundred  and  eighty  towns,  wliich  had 
had  before  but  three  deliveries  of  letters  a 
week,  now  secured  one  daily.  On  some 
roads,  the  mails  were  conveyed  in  one- third 
of  the  previous  time.  The  time  required  for 
the  msols  to  travel  between  the  English  and 
Scotch  metropolis  was  reduced  to  sixty  hours, 
with  a  corresponding  reduction  between 
towns  at  shorter  distances. 

The  appearance  of  the  mail  at  a  halting- 
place  in  a  small  provincial  town  was  always 
hailed  with  general  interest,  and  the  news 
discoursed,  especially  in  times  of  war,  eagerly 
devoured  by  men  of  all  parties.  In  the 
earlier  days  of  mail-coach  travelling,  cheap 
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letters  and  cheap  newspapers  were  alike  un- 
dreamed of.  The  leather  bag  of  the  post- 
office  was  viewed  as  the  peculiar  property  of 
the  Upper  Ten  Thousand.  When  thene  was 
any  reason  to  suppose  that  some  communi- 
cation Was  on  its  way  to  some  member  of  the 
commonalty,  speculation  would  be  eager 
among  the  knot  of  persons  met  to  talk  over 
the  probable  event.  Letters,  before  the  re- 
strictions subsequently  placed  upon  them,  were 
more  worthy  of  the  name  than  they  are  now ; 
family  chronicles,  domestic  newspapers, 
moral  essays,  that  must  have  taken  hours  to 
write,  and  but  few  of  the  slipshod  hurried 
scrawls  which  characterise  this  era  of  cheap 
postage. 

It  is  to  the  present  era  and  the  events  of 
our  own  days  that  we  turn  in  conclusion. 
The  year  1837  was  a  memorable  one  in  the 
post-office  annals,  inasmuch  as  a  reformation 
was  begun  in  that  year  by  Mr.  Rowland  Hill 
which  has  led  to  most  important  results. 
Mr.  Hill,  in  presenting  his  proposal  to  the 
government  of  the  day,  showed  on  general  prin- 
ciples that  thepost-office  was  at  once  costly  and 
inefficient ;  that  ^ath  trade,  industry,  intel- 
ligence, and  population  increasing  with  the 
greatest  strides,  the  post-office,  was  at  least 
stationary,  if  it  was  not  falling  into  a  state  of 
decrepitude.  With  an  outlay  to  the  public, 
for  the  convenience  it  gave,  enormously  great, 
the  returns  to  the  state  exchequer  were  dis- 
proportionately small.  The  legislature  was 
convinced  by  the  sagacious  reasonings  of 
Mr.  Hill,  and  in  its  principal  features,  at  any 
rate,  his  plan  of  a  uniform  penny  postage 
was   adopted.     On  the  12th  of  November, 

1839,  as  a  preliminary  step,  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  issued  a  minute,  reducing  the 
postage  of  aU  inland  letters  to  the  uniform 
rate  of  fcnirpence.     On  the  10th  of  January, 

1840,  Mr.  HilFs  success  was  rendered  com- 
plete by  the  adoption  of  the  penny  rate. 

The  railways,  however,  have  proved  a  very 
much  more  expensive  means  of  convej'ance 
than  the  mail-coach  system  which  they 
superseded ;  and  many  striking  examples  of 
the  difiereuce  in  question  are  furnished  by 
the  successive  reports  of  the  post-office. 

In  1844,  for  instance,  a  coach  proprietor 
in  the  north  of  England  actually  paid  to  the 
post   office    department   the   sum   of  £200 


annually  for  what  he  regarded  as  the  privi- 
lege of  conveying  the  mails,  twice  a  day, 
between  Lancaster  and  Carlisle.  Six  years 
ago,  the  post-office  paid  to  the  Lancaster  and 
Carlisle  Railway  the  sum  of  £12,000  a  year 
for  the  same  service.  This  sum,  we  believe, 
is  far  exceeded  now.  In  every  district  in 
England  and  Scotland,  immense  sums  are 
now  paid  to  the  different  railway  companies 
for  services  which  formerly  cost  nothing ;  in 
many  cases  a  merely  nominal  sum;  in  all, 
but  a  fraction  of  the  present  charges.  Nor 
is  the  weight  of  the  maUs  so  materially 
different  as  to  account  for  the  increased  ex- 
penditure. Whilst,  since  1839,  the  letters  in 
the  aggregate  have  increased  in  weight  sis 
or  seven  fold,  the  weight  of  newspapers,  in 
all  cases  forming  the  bulk  of  the  mails,  has 
actually  decreased.  By  the  abolition  of  the 
compulsory  impressed  stamp  on  newspapers, 
the  greatest  weight  of  them  is  now  sent  over 
the  country  by  other  means  than  the  post, 
though  the  service  of  the  post-office  is  stiU 
retained  for  sending  single  papers  to  outlying 
districts  where  the  transit  by  other  means 
would  be  much  more  costly.  The  weight 
even  of  book-parcels  now  sent  through  the 
post-office — a  useful  arrangement  peculiar  to 
our  own  day — does  not  nearly  make  up  for 
the  decreased  weight  of  newspapers.  In  a 
report,  dated  1856,  it  is  clearly  shown  by  the 
inspector-general  of  mails  that  the  present 
weight  of  mail-bags  might  have  been  carried 
by  the  mail-coaches  existing  just  before  they 
were  superseded,  or  by  a  slight  addition  t-o 
their  number.  The  great  and  important  gain 
to  the  public  of  calling  into  requisition  the 
iron  roads,  is  in  the  matter  of  speed.  This 
triumph,  however,  over  time  and  space  is 
attained  by  a  large  sacrifice  of  revenue. — 
Chambers's  Journal, 

ADDENDA  TO  MOUNT   BROWN'S 
CATALOGUE  OP  POSTAGE  STAMPS, 

COMPEISING  NOTES,  ADDITIONS,  AND  EMENDATIONS, 

BY  C.  W.  VINER,  A.M.,  PH.D. 

f  We  pmpofle  eontinotne  thk  Appendix  to  Mr.  Brown's  tmtij  adlHowij  ftar 
Um  benuUt  of  thoM  who  do  not  puMCM  th*  ftmrtb.— EcJ 

(0ttonmn  <lmpire« 

The    Turkish  stamps  were  not    issued  in 
time  for  notice  in  the  third  edition.     They 
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tre  npright  oblong,  black  impresaion  on 
eztremelf  thin  coloured  paper ;  bearing,  tn 
s  I'mne-worlc  of  different  design  for  each  value, 
Ottonum  Bnipii-e,  in  Turkish  characters,  in- 
Knbediuacrescenti  the  Saltan's  sign-manual 
■bove,  and  nnmerical  value  beneath ;  yellow, 
20  parae;  lavender,  1  piastre;  bine,  2  piastres; 
rose,  5  piastres.  Preasely  similar  impressinnB 
are  isaned  (we  are  informed  for  Constanti- 
nople only)  on  paper  of  a  brick-red  coloar; 
but  the  1  piastre  is  nsually  of  a  lighter 
oolonr  than  the  others,  and  occasionally  a 
dark  brown,  and  the  2  piastres  is  often  seen 
of  a  light  chocolate  brown. 


IParspai. 


Of  these  essays  there  is  a  light  brownish, 
M  well  as  a  dark  red  ;  and  we  take  this 
(^portnoity  of  cautioning  amateurs  against 
Borne  very  ill-executed  forgeries  of  thuse  rare 
stamps  now  in  cirenlatton. 


The  issnes  of  this  government  seem  to 
have  been  invariably  distingnished  with 
correctness  by  most  catalogners,  no  over- 
loulced  individual  having  ever  startefl  into 
notice.  We  refer  to  Messrs.  Lewes  and 
Pemberton's  book  for  an  explanatory  account 
of  the  forgeries. 

There  is  ranch  trouble  in  identifying  the 
many  varietiea  among  these  steinps.  In  the 
fuurth  edition  of  the  catalogue,  the  1  peseta 
rod,  on  white  ground,  is  correctly  transferred 
to  a  position  denoting  its  border  as  composed 
of  double  lines ;  but  the  shape  of  the  cornu- 
copia, which  is  but  slightly  curled  in  the 
double-lined  varieties  both  blue  and  red, 
renders  their  recognition  mnch  easier.  Since 
Uie  publication  of  the  third  edition,  the 
Msays  therein  described  have  been  adopted  : 
the  1  dinero  being  vermilion,  and  the  1  peseta 
brOwn  on  white. 


The  5  reis  of  1858  is  sometimes  of  a  very 
ilark  red-brown,  as  well  as  light-brown  and 
chocolate ;  and  the  two  varieties  of  bine 
of   the    same    issue    (firet    noticed   in   the 


fourth  edition)  may  be  readily  distinguished 
by  observing  that  the  impression  of  one, 
which  has  the  hair  evenly  parted,  is  the  sanie 
as  that  of  the  green  and  lilac ;  and  that  of 
the  other,  which  exposes  the  whole  of  the 
ear,  ia  similar  to  the  brown  and  rose  of  the 
same  issues.  A  10  reis  yellow  of  the  preHent 
reign  come  out  this  year,  but  the  expected 
50  r.  green,  and  100  r.  lilac,  are  still  de- 
siderata. 

|ririt  (dttnll  ^slinir. 

The  stamps  of  this  colony,  with  those  of 
Jamaica,  Holland,  and  Mecklenburg,  have 
never  undergone  a  change. 

Sransia. 

As  we  stated  in  a  reply  to  a  correspondent 
last  month,  we  have  only  seen  the  6  pf.  of  the 
earliest  Prussians  brown-coloured,  not  ver- 
milion. Mr.  Brown  has  omitted  the  2  s.  gr. 
drab  from  the  last  edition,  considering  it 
unanth  enti  cated. 

The  raturned-letterlabol^eagleoverhijni, 
vermilion  on  white— was  introduced  this 
year.  The  ^  rose,  1  lilac,  and  2  green, 
Express  local  Berlin,  are  pronouncL-d  to  bo 
another  Hamburg  humbug.  We  think 
parties  selling  stamps  as  post^e  which  are 
not  so,  might  be  indicted  for  obtaining 
money  under  false  pretences. 

The  3  s.  g.,  of  the  firat      ..,„^, .,_.  .,,„,„„ 
issue     of    envelopes,     is 
orange,  not  yellow.     The  _ 

1,  2,  and  3  s.  g.,  with  in-     ^|  ^\ 

scription    traversing    the 
stamp,  are  added  to  the    •  i 
third  edition .    We  append     ' 
an   engraving  of  the  2 
8.   gT.   adhesive,   present     '-'■'■■^'''-  -i->.-v.L>nij 

(QnKnsIatiH. 

The  penny  scarlet  and  twopenny  light 
bine  of  this  colony  are  not  in  the  fourth 
edition  ;  but  there  is  a  chocolate  registered, 
which  we  think  a  Colnmbo  variety. 

The  6  bai.  of  this  rare  series  of  stamps 
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has  been  known  but  re- 
cently in  comparison  with 
the  others ;  -and  we  do  not 
think  it  unlikelj  that  a  7 
bai.  will  be  routed  up 
some  time  or  another. 
An  engraving  is  subjoined 
of  a  genuine  4  bai. 

Russia. 

The  10  kopeck  adhesive  seems  invariably 
of  a  lighter  colour  than  formerly  ;  as  does 
the  Polish  of  the  same  value.  The  5  k.  and 
10  k.  of  Finland,  1862,  are  now  also  printed 
of  a  much  paler  colour,  and  we  have  the  blue 
envelopes  of  that  year  in  two  very  distinct 
shades. 

St.  fclens. 

We  have  heard  of  a  sixpenny  red  of  this 
island,  but  it  may  have  been  an  essay. 

St.  ftttia. 

It  is  reported  that  shilling  stamps  are  in 
preparation  for  this  and  other  West  Indian 
islands. 

St.  Wmmt 

The  green  of  the  sixpenny  is  of  a  different 
shade  from  what  it  used  to  be. 

Sanbtoit^  Islands. 

The  1  cent  black,  noted  in  the  fourth 
edition,  now  supersedes  the  blue.  There  is 
also  a  2  cents  black,  on  bluish  tinted  paper, 
as  well  as  on  white.  We  possess  both,  and 
they  came  direct  from  Honolulu.  The 
portrait  on  the  blue  and  red  stamps,  as 
corrected  in  the  last  edition,  is  that  of 
Kamehameha  the  Great. 

(To  he  continued). 


STAMPS  NEWLY  ISSUED,  OR  FIRST 

DESCRIBED. 

We  can  but  very  rarely  expect  the  pleasing 
duty  of  describing  the  issue  of  three — we 
may  almost  say  four — complete  sets  of 
stamps  in  the  same  number.  Such,  however, 
is  the  cjise. 

We  commence   with   the    Saxons    which 
appeared   on    the    1st   of  July.      They   are 


elegant-looking    and    very   neatly-engraved 
stamps ;  both  adhesives  and  envelopes  bear- 
ing a  white  embossed  shield  and  crown,  on  a 
field  of  colour  on  white.     The  four  envelopes 
and  their  corresponding  values  in  labels  are 
oval ;   but  the  f  n.  g.  and  3  pf.  have  the 
comers   filled   up  with    the    design.      The 
inscription  is  Sachsen  above,  and  the  Talue 
beneath,  which  is  repeated  in  figures  twice 
on  the  envelopes,  seven  times  on  the  f  n.  g., 
and  no  fewer  than  eleven  times  on  each  of 
the  other  values.     The  3  pfr  is  green ;  the 
I  n.  g.,  scarlet :  the  1,  2,  3,  and  5  n.  g.,  both 
labels  and  envelopes,  are  respectively  rose, 
blue,  light  brown,  and  lilac.     The  stamp  of 
the  envelope  is  on  the  right,  but  the  inscrip- 
tion on  the  left.      We  do  not  admire  the 
slavish  imitation  of  the  Prussian  series  by  so 
many  governments.     The  last  Saxon  enve- 
lopes were  extremely  handsome ;   and   the 
adhesives,  of  which  we  en- 
grave  one,   had   an   indivi- 
duality lacking  in  this  new 
series,  pretty  as  it  is.     The 
10  n.  g.    is  no  longer  em- 
ployed. 

The  next  series  is  the 
Liibeclc,  the  device  of  which 
is  still  more  similar  to  the  Prussians.  In 
the  centre,  the  arms  of  Liibeck,  in  white 
cameo  on  a  coloured  ground ;  name  above, 
monetary  denomination  beneath,  and  figures 
each  side.  There  are  ^ve  adhesives,  and  the 
same  number  of  envelopes,  printed  in  similar 
colours.  Unlike  the  modem  German  im- 
pi*essions,  the  stamp  and  inscription  are  to 
the  left  of  the  envelope.  The  values  are  as 
before — |  s.,  green;  1  s.,  scarlet;  2  s.,  rose; 
2^  s.,  blue ;  and  4  s.,  light  brown. 

The  third  series  newly  issued  is  the 
Austrian.  These  also  have  followed  the  lead 
of  Prussia,  in  discarding  the  soverei^'s 
head  for  the  everlasting  eagle.  This  symbol, 
like  those  of  the  preceding,  is  in  white  relief 
on  colour,  or  rather  on  shield  defined  in 
colour.  Inscription  above,  and  value  beneath. 
The  2  kr.  is  yellow ;  the  3  kr.,  green ;  the 
5  kr.,  rose ;  the  10  kr.,  blue ;  and  the  15  kr., 
brown.  Envelopes  the  same.  The  25-kr. 
envelope,  which  is  still  continued,  is  violet ; 
but  the  20  kr.,  25  kr.,  30  kr.,  and  35  kr., 
are  among  the  things   of   the  past.      The 


rn^rn. 
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newspaper  stamp  differs  in  form,  but  not  in 
desigD,  from  the  others.  It  is  pale  violet. 
The  old  ytampe  are  allowed  to  be  issued 
nntil  the  end  of  November. 

A  fomrth  Beriea  may  yirtn^ly  be  reckoned 
M  an  addition  to  collections,  in  the  stamps  of 
Vesetia,  which  are,  as  formerly,  precisely 
similar  to  those  of  Austria,  with  the  trifling 
exception  of  bearing  the  vijae  in  soldi  in  lien 
of  krenzer. 

An  engraving  of  the 
Costa  Rica  ia  subjoined. 
This  stamp  does  much  cre- 
dit to  the  printers  of  the 
American  Bank-Note  Com- 
puiy,  to  whom  also  are 
doetheXovaScotiastamps, 
ni,  we  believe,  those  of 
Xicangna. 

We  nave  the  pleasure  also  of  being  tbe 
first  describer  of  two  very  old  British  Guiana 
stamps  hitherto  nnmentiouod.  They  were 
&ixa  the  valuable  collection  of  a  well-koown 
MDftteur,  and  have  now  passed  into  Parisian 
Wds.  An  individual,  evidently  of  tbe  same 
series,  is  described  by  Dr.  Gray  in  his 
mamial,  as  8  cents  on  green  paper.  Of 
thiMe  to  which  we  allnde,  one  is  a  transverse 
oral ;  Britith  above,  and  Ouiana  beneath ; 
4  eefU*  in  the  centre  :  the  other  has  the  same 
inscription,  but  the  oval  is  upright ;  value, 
12  ccata.  Both  are  printed  in  black ;  the 
former  on  yellow,  the  latter  on  bine. 

We  can  add,  moreover,  another  individoal 
to  tbe  very  rare  old  Philippine  Islands 
tssne.  It  ia  similar  to  the  1  real  of  the 
catalogue  (which  ia  black,  not  brown),  and 
like  it,  has  eorreoi  (not  eorreo),  1854  y  55, 
beneath ;  on  the  top  is,  franco,  2  reales,Jii.  : 
green  impression  on  white.  We  may  add 
that  the  effigy  of  the  Queen  is  precisely 
similar  to  that  on  the  Spanish  stamps  of 
1^^.  This  specimen  is  in  onr  own  collec- 
^Ma.  There  is  another  of  the  same  series  in 
Mr.  Lewes's  collection,  colour,  red  on  white : 
this  latter  has  the  value  (5  caartoi)  beneath, 
■ad  inscription  and  date  above. 

To  the  essays  for  Italy  previously  noted 
sfe  te  be  added  a  yellow  and  a  violet ;  but 
we  are  informed  by  a  correspondeut  that  he 
lias  the  anthority  of  an  official  in  the  Italian 
post-office,  for  announcing  that  these  beau- 


tiful stamps  have  been  rejected  by  the 
Government,  on  the  score  of  the  expense  of 
engraving  them. 

The  expected  Norway  envelopes  will  be 
most  probably  in  use  in  a  day  or  two. 

We  have  not  space  to  notice  many  new 
Confederate  stamps  ;  and  mnst  defer  onr 
promised  description  of  English  essays,  &c. 


REPLY  TO  THE   ATTACK  ON  POST- 
AGE    STAMP    COLLECTOas,     IN 
THE     'SEMAPHORE'     OF    MAR- 
SEILLES. 
A  JOURNAL  in  tbe  south  of  France  has  been 
lately  complaining,  perhaps  not  unreasonably, 
of  the  annoyance  created  by  the  passion  for 
stamp  collecting. 

This  new  fency,  which  is  spreading  with 
increased  rapidity,  may  incontestably  de- 
generate into  ItTiihromania.  Many  persons 
are  collecting  for  divers  reasons  :  some  from 
eccentricity,  others  from  fency ;  some  from 
vanity,  and  some— and  these  are  by  far  the 
most  nnmerons — collect  because  others  do 
so  i  add  to  these  the  stamp  dealers,  and 
finally  the  youth  of  the  schools  and  colleges, 
who  join  most  energetically  in  the  pastime. 

Agreed  that  tbe  perseverance  of  these 
latter,  often  passing  the  bounds  of  discretion, 
is  well  calculated  to  exasperate  individuals  of 
a  cool  temperament ;  but  let  us  agree  also 
that  there  is  a  certain  pleasnre  in  finding 
unexpected  treasures  with  which  to  enrich  a 
well-supplied  album. 

We  are  not  to  believe,  moreover,  that  the 
formation  of  those  mosaics  which  provoke 
the  spleen  of  tbe  paper  in  question  never  has 
a  useful  aim  :  the  postage  stamp,  before 
cancelling,  is  a  sort  of  representative  paper 
money,  often  used  for  other  purposes  thaa 
franking  letters.  It  is  under  this  incon- 
testable title  that  numismatists  have  declared 
it  worthy  of  figuring  ia  their  collections. 

If  among  these  squares  of  paper  are  some 
of  an  insignificant  type,  there  are  others,  on 
the  contrary,  offering  striking  portraits  of  a 
great  number  of  sovereigns.  These  portraits 
have  the  enormous  advantage  of  being  more 
exact  and  more  sightly  than  those  on  coins. 

Tbe  engravings  on  stamps,  artistically 
treated,  are  durable,  whilst  tne  impressions 


110 


THE  STAMP  COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE.        [Aug.  1,  1863. 


on  coins  are  soon  effaced  by  use.  Postage 
stamps,  moreover^  are  infinitely  more  circu- 
lated than  coin  at  a  distance,  the  transmission 
of  the  latter  requiring  more  trouble  and 
expense. 

Jt  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  different 
states  do  not  adopt  for  their  stamps  the 
sovereign's  effigy,  concurrently  with  his  own 
private  arms  or  those  of  the  country  over 
which  he  reigns. 

We  -devoutly  wish  the  cancellation  were 
managed  so  as  not  to  utterly  destroy  the 
type,  as  is  unfortunately  the  case  in  Belgiiun, 
India,  Hong  Kong,  &c. 

Envelope  stamps  are  generally  of  perfect 
execution,  but  it  is  undoubtedly  labour  lost : 
for  pressure  soon  damages  the  cameo 
appearance,  if  not  already  done  by  the  can- 
celling apparatus. 

Would  the  postal  officials  only  read  these 
lines  and  study  their  import,  we  are  convinced 
they  would  take  every  opportunity  of  satis- 
fying people  both  in  an  artistic,  scientific, 
and  historical  respect. 

It  is  also  to  be  desired  that  engravers 
would  employ  more  art  in  the  reproduction 
of  effigies — more  exactness  in  featuring  the 
sovereigns — that  there  may  not  be  ^jjicial 
in  flat  contradiction  to  truthful  portraits. 
We  do  not  think  history  can  gain  aught 
by  the  exaggerated  flattery  of  these  gentle- 
men. 

The  ancients  perpetuated  the  glorious 
deeds  of  history  by  means  of  their  coins. 
By  the  same  means  have  been  cleared  up 
many  knotty  historical  points  :  by  coins  has 
its  domain  been  extended,  and  the  precise 
arms,  utensils,  and  costume  of  the  ancients 
ascertained ;  they  have  preserved  to  us  the 
features  of  the  greatest  men  of  antiquity,  as 
well  as  the  shape  of  several  large  buildings 
since  destroyed  by  arms,  fire,  or  time.  As 
true  p^es  of  history,  they  serve  as  testimony, 
justification,  or  contradiction  to  such  writers 
as  Tacitus,  Livy,  or  Sallust.  They  establish 
the  dates  of  great  events,  they  make  us 
acquainted  with  the  origin  of  cities,  provinces, 
and  Roman  colonies. 

Can  the  same  be  done  now-a-days  ?  Alas ! 
no.  Because  now  interests  of  more  impor- 
tance do  not  allow  us  to  distort  money  from 
its  veritable  intent,  and  we  must  sacnfice  to 


convenience  all  that  art  and  history  entrusted 
to  ancient  coin. 

From  these  coins  it  is  that  we  are  made 
acquainted  with  and  even  possess  those  beau- 
tiful types  of  Nerva,  Trajan,  Antoninus,  Ac. 
We  much  doubt  if  remote  posterity  will  ever 
possess  a  single  specimen  of  our  copper 
coinage. 

It  is  true  that  special  medals  relate  not 
only  the  principal  facts,  but  even  facts  of  a 
secondary  interest  that  the  ancients  would 
disdain  to  notice.  That  is  some  compensation 
doubtless,  but  by  no  means  satisfactory  ;  and 
even  in  this  sense  their  number  is  excessively 
limited  in  comparison  with  current  money,  a 
few  cabinets  alone  possessing  them. 

Now  since  money  cannot  at  present,  as  in 
Roman  times,  serve  to  perpetuate  the  history 
of  nations,  why  not  consecrate  postage 
stamps  to  that  use  ? 

On  an  average,  six  postage  stamps  are 
employed  in  each  state  :  the  lowest  and 
highest  values  might  bear  the  sovereign's 
efi^y ;  the  second  and  last  but  one  in  price 
might  carry  the  arms  and  colours  of  the 
country ;  the  intermediate  stamps  could  be 
reserved  for  perpetuating  events  of  con- 
sequence. 

Four  would  thus  undergo  the  changes  of 
dynasty  or  reign,  and  the  others  be  more 
frequently  altered. 

Would  this  be  an  inconvenienoe  ?  We 
think  not ;  especisdly  as  in  certain  states,  for 
the  prevention  of  fraud,  impressions  are 
almost  annually  renewed. 

As  to  the  final  complaint  of  the  same 
newspaper,  we  think  it  must  be  a  joke ;  not 
having  the  least  notion  that  stamp-brafficking 
ever  had  an  illicit  aim.  Many  amateurs, 
ourselves  among  others  we  own,  have  indeed 
tried  to  cleanse  our  specimens  as  much  as 
possible  from  the  hideous  post  marks  that 
disfigured  them ;  and  we  know  by  experience 
that  these  attempts,  pushed  too  fiikr,  have 
been  attended  with  disastrous  consequences. 

The  administration  is  no  doubt  in  the 
right  to  preoccupy  itself  with  a  question 
that  would  seem  to  menace  financial 
interests,  but  we  are  convinced  that  so  &r 
fr*om  being  prejudicial,  the  extraordinary 
extension  of  this  new  branch  of  commerce 
that  has  risen  up  in  so  strange  a  manner 
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is  wonderfdUy  productive  to  the  revenue ; 
since,  besides  these  shoals  of  obliterated 
postage  stamps — which  in  our  opinion  are 
exported  only  to  paper  the  apartments  of 
some  eccentric  celebrities — considerable  sums 
of  money  are  expended  for  the  purchase  of 
uiosed  specimens,  destined  to  adorn  the 
thousands  of  albums  whose  leaves  are  daily 
turned  over  in  every  part  of  the  world. 

E.  Db  Rives  de  Seine. 


REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

PogiagC' Stamp  Album.  Illustrated  with 
Maps.  By  Justin  Lallieb,  Member  of 
the  Archaeological  Societies  of  Orleans 
and  Sens,  and  of  the  French  Society  for 
the  Preservation  of  Historical  Monu- 
ments. Second  edition,  revised,  cor- 
rected and  enlarged.  Paris :  A.  Leuegre. 

*  Great  cry,  and  little  wool,'  as  a  certain 
unmentionable  personage  is  reported  to  have 
said  on  shearing  a  pig.  Mons.  Jules  Lallier, 
as  he  calls  himself  in  his  preface — we  did 
not  know  that  Justin  and  Jules  are  syno- 
nymous— deserves  great  credit  for  being  one 
of  the  first,  if  not  me  primary  introducer  of 
postage-stamp  albums  ;  but  in  the  interval 
between  his  first  and  second  editions,  there 
has  been  ample  time  to  make  more  correc- 
tions and  additions  than  he  has  done, 
although  many  improvements,  in  truth, 
there  are. 

The  mythical  Newfoundland  halfpenny 
is  of  course  still  quoted,  although  non- 
existent, and  never-existent.  To  make 
things  square,  however,  he  omits  the  well- 
known  fourpenny  and  sixpenny  of  that 
island.  And  here  we  may  take  occasion  to 
own  we  were  mistaken  in  supposing  the 
twopenny  has  not  been  printed  in  the  new 
dark  colour.  We  saw  one  this  morning  in 
Mr.  Thornton  Lewes's  choice  collection  of 
nnnsed  specimens ;  also  one  of  much  deeper 
colour  than  they  now  are.  We  suppose 
Mons.  Lallier  ignores  colour,  as  no  mention 
is  made  of  the  change  of  colour  of  the 
Bahamas,  British  Guiana  penny  stamps  (of 
which  there  are  four  distinct  colours), 
Turkish,  the  2  n.  g.  Saxon,  of  the  oldest 
issue,  and  numerous  others.  On  the  con- 
trary, there  are  spaces  left   for  stamps  of 


which  we  have  never  heard,  as  the  3  kr., 
orange ;  6  kr.,  green ;  9  kr.,  pink,  and  18  kr., 
blue,  oval  enreZap6  stamps  for  Wiirtemberg. 
We  shall  be  glad  to  be  set  right,  if  such 
stamps  exist.  The  now  well-known  old 
Moldavian  stamps  are  unnoticed ;  the  15  c. 
Italy,  of  the  last  impression  ;  the  6  bai. 
Romagna  ;  the  old  issue  of  Monte  Video, 
Ac.  There  is  room  for  one  Antigua  stamp 
only,  and  no  mention  even  of  that  in  the 
letter-press ;  and  one  of  the  three  b-reales 
Mexican  is  ignored.  Smith  and  Elder's 
stamps  are  introduced  among  the  Indian. 

In  conclusion,  we  should  be  very  grateful 
for  a^sight  of  the  reddish-brown,  octagonal, 
threepenny  English  envelope ;  the  oval  Fin- 
lands  which  fit  into  sijiuire  compartments ; 
and  the  upright  rectangulars  fitting  into 
oblong  ovals.  This  reminds  us  of  the  quaint 
conceit  of  an  old  author,^  who  compared  life 
to  a  board  pierced  with  holes  of  various 
shapes,  and  human  beings  to  pegs  in  like 
manner  diversely  shaped.  *  How  frequently,* 
is  his  piteous  but  legitimate  complaint,  '  do 
we  see  the  round  man  put  in  the  three- 
cornered  hole  ! ' 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

2b  the  Editor  oftfte  *  Stamp  Collbctoe's  Magazine.' 

* 

Sir, — Enclosed  I  send  you  fircsamplesof  the  new  United 
States  two-cent  postage  stamp ;  the  first  of  that  denomina- 
tion issued  by  this  Government.  The  head  is  that  of 
Andrew  J Ackwn  (and  for  heaven's  sake  <fo/i'Het  any  of 
your  correspondents  persuade  you  that  it  is  the  late  Utone^ 
wall  Jackson),  twice  i'resident  of  the  United  States 
and  a  major-general  during  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain.  I  think  the  stamp  a  model  of  ugliness ;  but  I 
may  be  prejudiced,  as  my  design  was  rejected. 

lours  truly, 

New  York.  J.  OAYLER. 


To  the  Editor  of  tU  *  Stamp  Collector'b  Magazine.' 

Sir,— In  reference  to  your  article  on  page  66  of  tha 
magazine,  I  forward  you  an  extract  from  a  Harobuiv 
newspaper,  just  come  into  my  hands,  and  which  will 
certain^  amuse  your  readers. 

*  The  postage-stamp  exchange  has  just  received  a  heavy 
blow.  A  certain  M.  Scheerenbeck,  proprietor  of  the 
Institut  Hamburger  Boten,  ordered  stamps  in  the  usual 
postal  form,  in  the  centre  of  which  figures  the  Hamburg 
anus — a  castle — and  his  own  name  oeneath.  He  sent 
those  stamps  to 'England  and  elsewhere  for  sale  to 
collectors.  Some  enterprising  clerks,  in  imitation  of 
this,  ordered  a  series  of  stamps  to  be  struck  ofl;  the  same 
in  number  (20),  inscribed  Verein  Hamburger  BoUn,  the 
figure  1  or  I  in  the  centre,  and  Th,  Lafrent  below. 
A   lot   of   these    were    also    sent    to    England,    &o. 
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H.  Sobeerenbeck,  feeling  himself  insulted  by  that  pro- 
ceeding, bought  2000  specimens  of  these  Lafrenx  stamps, 
which  he  consigned  as  eorput  delieti  to  the  police 
authorities,  denouncing  his  comj>etitors  as  propagating 
postage  stamps  of  a  non-existing  institution.  The  head 
of  the  police  gare  judgment  as  summarily  as  Solomon. 
He  not  only  confincated  the  stamps  of  the  non-existing 
institution,  but  threatened  M.  Scheerenbeck  with  a  five- 
thaler  fine,  if  he  persisted  in  using  the  arms  of  Hamburg 
for  a  private  speculation. 

'  Our  readers  may  see  how  far  the  humbugging  system 
is  carried  in  postage  stamps  when  they  hear  that  stamps 
are  issued  bv  order  of  the  "Company  of  Shoeblacks;" 
others  by  **  The  United  Theatres,*'  inscribed,  **  Dissolved 
in  the  year  so-and-so,"  and  a  cipher  in  the  centre.  A 
stamp  is  now  ready  for  the  English  market,  professedly 
emanating  from  pretended  agents  of  the  **  Society  of 
Publicans,"  with  a  pint  pot  in  lieu  of  arms  in  the 
middle ! ' 

Accept  the  best  compliments  of 

Tours  truly. 
OSCAR  BERGER-LEVRAULT. 

Stra^rg, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collector's  Maoazinb.' 

Dear  Sir, — Being  recently  in  the  company  of  an 
Austrian  official,  I  asked  him  the  reason  of  the  changes 
in  the  postage  stamps.  He  told  me  that  the  Govern- 
ment 01  Austria  decided  upon  changing  the  stamps,  so  as  to 
have  the  arms  instead  of  the  head,  for  this  reason,  viz., 
that  when  the  sovereign  dies  they  would  be  obliged  to 
have  a  different  &et  of  dies,  and  tlierefore  they  have 
changed  them  to  the  arms  instead  of  having  the  head ;  so 
that  they  do  not  anticipate  having  to  change  again. 

Saxony,  I  suppose  you  are  also  aware,  has  changed 
her  stamps  ^m  the  head  to  the  arms.  They  were 
issued  on  the  1st  of  July.  The  colours  are  different  from 
the  old  ones,  in  several  instances. 

I  have  been  informed  (I  cannot,  however,  answer  for 
its  being  true)  that  it  is  contemplated  in  Brussels,  that 
the  Be&ian  Government  will  shortly  issue  a  set  of 
stamps,  bearing  the  lion  of  Brabant  on  a  shield,  and  of 
the  values  of  I,  5, 10,  20,  10,  and  80  o. 

On  dit  in  Turin  that  the  Italian  essay  stamps  are 
expected  to  take  the  place  of  the  present  issue,  and  that 
they  wiU  consist  of  2,  6,  10,  16,  »,  40,  80,  and  1  lire. 
'    Hoping  you  will  find  space  for  the  insertion  of  the 
above, 

I  remain  yours  truly, 

WILLIAM  FREDERIC  COOKE. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collector's  Magazine.' 

Dear  Sir,— The  following   recent  issues  of  postage 
■tamps  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers. 

9rUi0^  iSniana. 

Inseription  [b.  oviana]  sAtjp  m  full  tail  to  right  in 
areUf  date  1863.  thl.  imp. ;  large  reel,,  value  in 
Bomanfigmee, 

6  cents  lilac.         24  c.  green.         48  o.  rose. 

Coirftberatt  Slates  of  ^mtma. 

Interiptian  rrHB  confederate  states  of  America] 
hiad  ofFreeident  Jeff,  Davie  to  right  in  oval.  Oof. 
imp, ;  fancy  frame, 

10  cents  blue,  value  in  words. 
10  0.  blue,  value  in  figures. 


]^§lgy  in  an  oval^  figure  i$uUeati$tg  value  in  upper  angles 
lettere  C.  S.  in  lower  anglee.     Col,  imp.  ;  rect, 

2  0.  carmine,  value  in  words. 

^Qtc*!  Inbies 

Ineeription  [nrderl.  indie,  post  zegel],  head  of  King 
Jp'illiam  III.  to  left.    Col,  imp.  ;  rect. 
10  cent  carmine. 

ITnbcck. 

Name  [luebeck]  tchife  embossed  two- head  eagle  dieplaiffd 
in  ovaly  value  in  ^figmte  each  tide.     Col.  imp. ;  oval, 

jt  schilling  green.        1  sch.  orange.        2  sch.  rose. 
2}  sch.  blue.  4  sch.  brown. 

ENVELOPES. 
Same  device,  brown  envelope  ineeription  on  left.    Col, 
imp. ;  oval. 

i  schilling  green.        1  sch.  orange.        2  sch.  rose. 
2J  sch.  blue.  4  sch.  brown. 

^nstria. 

Emboeeed  white  two-headed  eagle,  crowned  and  displayed. 
Col.  imp,;  oval, 

2  kreuzer  yellow.        3  kr.  green        6  kr.  rose. 
10  kr.  blue.  15  kr.  cinnamon. 

NEWSPAPER    STAMP. 
Ineeription  [k.  k.  zbitunos  post  st^gmpel]  eame  device 
in  oval.    Col.  imp, ;  oct. 

Lavender. 

SaiTon;. 

Kame  [sachsen],  arme  embossed  in  white  relief  on  lined 
ground  in  oval.    Col,  imp, ;  rect, 

3  pfennige  green. 

Name  [sachsen],  arme  emboeeed  in  white  relief  in 
inveeted  border.    Col,  imp, ;  oval, 

1  neu  groschen  orange.     1  n.  gr.  pink.     2  n,  gr.  blue. 
3  n.  gr.  brown.  6  n.  gr.  lilac. 

ENVELOPES. 

Name  [sachsen]  and  arms  embossed  in  white  relief  on 
coloured  ground.     Col.  imp. ;  plain  oval, 

1  neu  groschen  red.  2  n.  gr.  blue. 

3  n.  gr.  brown. 

tfiniteb  S^inttB  of  ^numa. 

Juigj  1863.  Inseription  [u.  s.  postage],  head  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  in  oval,  figure  indicating  value  in  upper 
anglee  ;  value  in  words  and  letters  XT,  S,  in  lower 
anglee.    Black  imp. ;  rect, 

2  cents. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  *  Disunited  States'  do  not 
despair  of  becoming  *  United.' 

The  Baden  Land  Post  stamps  are  now  no  longer  used, 
and  will  soon  become  scarce. 

The  Danish  ^vemment  will  shortly  issue  envelope 
stamps,  the  design  to  bo  adopted  being  already  decided 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 

MOUNT  BROWN. 
124,  Cheapeide,  London,  E.C, 


Aug.  1, 1863.]        THE  STAMP  COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

II.  EvEiuLL.— Tour  3  d.  g.  Siion  bM  not  the 
(lightest  ipprarsiice  of  ever  having  been  yellow ;  nud, 
Htvilhttanding  our  Lripiig  «uthority,  we  eumol  help 
believing  in  tbe  while  inue. 

SlEzMre,  Uurlo*.— The  language  of  the  Sandwich 
litandi  ii  aa  much  an  uiiknown  tougue  to  ui,  u  that  to 
which  vDur  own  paeudonym  belongs, 

W.  X.  Z.,  Torquav.-The  6  kr.  and  9  kr.  Baden, 
hluk  DQ  white,  we  believe  were  in  Ur.  Brown's  fiiat  and 
■etond  editioiu,  but  have  been  discarded  from  the  later. 
They  ore  generBlly  luppoaed  to  be,  like  the  3  n.  g. 
Saioa  alluded  to  above,  naturally  or  artificially  faded 
•perimena.— Tou  will  find  ydur  Canton  Kern  figured  in 
our  June  number.  It  is  a  bill  stamp,  and  there  are 
nnilar  onei  of  various  denominatioDSi  hut,  as  we  hare 
■•id  before,  this  stamp  seems  to  hare  been  allowed,  like 
the  Jamaica  shilling  receipt,  to  do  duty  occaaionally  as 
a  postage  atainp.  Since  writing  the  above,  we  have 
nen  what  we  believe  is  a  aenuini  specimen  of  a  9-k. 
vhite  Baden.     It  was  taken  Irora  an  old  letter,  received 

L.  i.-Your  is-kr.  A 


rTnl 


possibly  be 


velope   stamp,  printed  on  paper 


tinted  paper, — Your  Belgium  40  c, 
^let  brown,  and  8  pies,  purple,  India,  muat  be  dis- 
coloured specimens. — The  Id.  Capa  of  Uood  Hope  is  often 
a  very  brown  ted.— We  never  heard  of  the  Wc.  blue  on 
Uae;  20  c.,  brown;  or  40  c.,  red  on  blue,  Sardinian, 
IBil.  Such  peculiarilamps  should  be  sent  for  inspection, 
•sit  is  impossible  to  give  an  opinion  from  the  simple 
iocriptioD. — We  intended  noticing  the  two  shades  of 
uloorin  the  Swedish  12,  24,  and  30  ore  in  their  due 
place,  and  also  tlie  two  •.-olourt  of  the  24-e.  U.  H.,  last 
iisqe;  the  two  varieties  of  the  12-cuBrtoi  Spain,  1860; 
"'   -      ■    '      set  of  Swiss  -■    ■   ■ 


poUage  stamp. — The  twopenny  ycKoio  Great 
mnit  be  a  chemiral  swindle. — To  dialinguish  Austrian 
■nd  some  other  envelopes  fVom  their  adhesive  congeners, 
>  good  margin  of  paper  shotjld  be  lefL  We  think  we 
hsve  remarked  this  before. — We  introduce  two  sets  of 
Greeks  into  our  own  album.  In  addition  to  the  numbera 
iaptessed  upon  the  backn,  except  in  the  1 1.  and  2  I,,  the 
later  printed  stamps  are  darker  in  appearance,  there 
bong  much  more  shading  about  the  face,  giving  Mercury 
■hat  Mercurv  never  had — a  whisker. 

H.  B.,  l-n'mroee  Hill. -Tour  12  e.  and  24  c  United 
Btatea  are  both  of  the  issue  of  18a7. 

C.  E.  S..  Weymouth,  states  that  the  10  and   1-kop. 
" — 'Tn  envelope  was  in  use  us  early  as  the  veur  186S,- 


three  years  before  the  date  given   in   Uount  Brown's 

G.  1!.'W.,  St.  Mary's,  Harlow,— We  have  never  seen 
lhc6  pfrnnige  of  the  early  ii  -"■-.■ 


white,  I 


bltK,  of  thepreaeolyi 


milioD.— The  IS-clUb 


«ily,  having  been  soon  superseded  by  the  present  stamp 
pfihat  value. — The  fiipenny  Canada,  black,  is  rare,  but 
the  Iwelvepenny  ia  almost  unattainable. — The  laureated 
bads  in  the  New  South  Wales  stamps,  on  blue  paper, 
■re  a  trifle  inferior  iti  eiecnlion  to  those  on  white.— 1  he 
1  pnrta,  brown,  ot  the  present  Peruvian  issue  is  noticed 
iBthisnumber.aswellasibMr.  Ilrown'sfourth edition.— 
Webeliete  the  Malda-Wallachian,  but  not  theUoldavinn, 


E.  SKfTH,  Liverpool.— Tou  iiill  tee  the  di»tincUon 
between  tlie  Hortuguitw  imprcKtioiis  noticed  in  our 
addenda,  in  the  preseut  nuiuber.— The  oi>ii»lon  of  the 
shilling  and  sixpenny  octugoiiHl  ndhesive«  was  mentioned 
in  the_  last  number  ;  it  was  quite  an  oversight  of  Mr. 

H.  S.,  Oifopd,— Tour  pale  and  decp-oi-ange  3-nnnaa 
Indian,  may  be  considered  as  variclies.  Ths  Lafreni 
■windlea  were  appended  to  Jloiint  Brown's  third  edition, 
hut  are  pruperfj  di«arded  from  his  fourth.  Tou  will 
find  their  history  eipUined  in  a  traniilfllioQ  from  a 
Hamburg  newtpaper,  in  the  pte»ent  number. 

Tony,  ilirkenhcnd.— Wo  have  ourselves  the  shilling 
and  siipenny  Kn^lish  ocUgouol,  both  as  adhcsives  and 
eiivelopei.  Wo  had  noticed  the  two  shadea  ^f  colour  in 
some  of  the  latter.  We  have  never  seen  the  lenpenny 
other»-i8c  than  as  adhesive.  As  you  rightly  observe, 
some  have  threads  and  othera  none;  tbe  latter  maybe 
from  envelopes,  but  the  aiipenny  appear  invariably 
without  threads. 

E,  ».  Shaw.- Tour  first  question  has  been  previously 
aniwered. — 'l"he  l-franc  French  has  been  long  discon- 
tinued. 

6.  K.,  Torquay-Tha  fictllious  = 
Danish  essay  niay  be  easily  known  I 
from  the  genuine,  bv  llie  long  H 
beard  noticeable  in  'the  accom-  I. 
panying  enaiaiirg.  I, 

J.  CoupBH,  Swansea.~We  have      r 
elsewhere  acknowledged  our  error      1 
■agitiing  the  twopenny  New-      I 

Possibly    (he 


foundland  had  n 


eightpeuny 
why  stumps  I 


,,„.  ,  ,  "'nUiiitthelrclandPrivalBOfficesti.n.pa 
of  Lalhers  album  are  the  pink  and  green  Petty  Sesuoni 
stamps.     We  have  recently  seen  them, 

K.  8.,  Torquay.— Your  Florida  sUmps,    '  upright  rect- 
angular ;    without  value  indicated  ;    galloping  courier 
on   horseback,   ahoulder-strap    and    post -hug ;     marked 
■ellow-hrown,  the  other  rose-coloured,' 


■  one  yellow-1 
ay  not  "be  genu 
-We  believ 


the  121-cenU  Canada,  blue. 
...  ..    .T.i.-n,— luD  imest  ot  the   Sandwich  Island 

Btampi  IS  the  2  cents,  large  figure— Tho  iO-o,,  25.c,, 
•■"<  40-c.  French  republic  are  equally  common.      The 


E.    But 


—The 


'    Saion 


issued  on  the  1st  of  Julv.— The 
very  minute  figures  on  the  right  and  left«idesof  the  new 
blue  English,  represent  the  number  of  tho  completu 
aheet  Irom  which  they  are  taken,  which  haa  a  coiTes- 
ponding  figure  in  the  comer.  The  new  penny  iasue  is 
-     ■:edinliiBsamBway.  ' 


'T^IMBRES    P0STE81-D.    DEAN,    Hope    Square. 

ARMS,    CRESTS,   MONOGRAMS.   ETC.-A    large 

PtW  U-  pv  iImM  :  jHMUfa  Id.  0U*.     AddnH.   bTAmaa  ajiini  S 
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"ly    roUNG  &  Co..  Aintrefl,  iiMr  Uveroool,  Wholc- 


!•  mil  dhiT  khiib  <x,iull.r  looi :-  Anplrtoii  [Silr.l ' 


nii£dlll<!..Il.  web.  i/iprrfnil 


l/HT<kvn;  niuiilli|e..Id.  web.  1/1  prr  Am :  Uncni.  ■  M^  Id. 

iseb, U. par  dnvii !  I>1'-.  ><l-  •«<>■  IK,  pn-  itnta:  IWIIn  ^|in>B. 


Kirtn.TfinUM.  b£w,  Hn'hnDji^d.  iiM' 


iht  £iaffix.  >  irf.,U-  f««li.  bd.  |>Fr  Aa 


"t'ORGED  BTAMrS  :  HOW  to  DETECT  THEU,  bv 


ruUTIOX !     The   crcnt  sale   of  the   •  SHILLING 

■!;(•  or ndtmlHIIFIil.  -Hh  I1>|  liitnil  Ui  puliii  otan  ItK  nnblk  IhHr  YnT 
InhnDrMilitiulhia.  R.  Pnai  IwWir  clT^iiiiUai  Uia  'AilllUii  Albua- 
can  l»  ntulnnl  unljU  It.  HdIIk*  Unrt.  Dublin. 


noSTA  BICA.— A  n 


STAMPS    GIVEN   AWAT.— Scad    three   aUmpi  f 


1  fl  rifin     OBLITEHATED     FOllEIUN     STAMPS 

Hmni  1  Umi.  U»  Kmbi  BUmp  uil  Cmt  DipA  D.Ui. 

EC.    HALL,  Foreien  Sbiiiip   Denier,    Uurtlepooi, 

VBlMnJ.kjmMiiuiv  of  vhkh  1>7  rvc«l<«  dirrrt.  vhl  r>in»  llwvforv, 
ut  lUHKiHBnt  m  iurprvtlm.  Nk-uutu,  rnaCa  niA.  Rontkiriip,  kr. 
Ordin  piUHlUBlljr  atUiidHl  to.    E.  C.  It.  la  di^tlnoi  k*  aDmapatd  witli 

TMPORTANT  to  THOSE    ABOUT  to  COLLECT.— 


ft      DECROIX.    Wellington   Baiur,    Dover,   acait 


l.'KANCE  :  Pmideiicv,  25  f..  mid  Erpublir,  20  e  .  .t 

X      MD  iwr  dAH.  o  10^' (MT  bbidnd.  OtbRiKqulljr  ebaBp.  Psn^ 

'riMBBES  POSTE  ^IHASOfis.-S.  T.,  Port  OBtt, 

So^ll  •  bHuaiap,    H,  T.  tnUtn  btm 


\ril-  WILLIAM  COOKE,  Dover,  ivill  fonvurd  ulcc- 

Dmitn  libmll.!  deall  >IIIi. 


on  STAMPS  for  8IXPENCE.-.The  SiipcnnT  Pndwl 

JAhlES   SQELTON,  UtinitbT,    vUbei   to   punhaw 


D.S 


CORKINDALE,   37,  AbboMford  Plaeo,  GIm- 


AMtJEL   K.    CKOMITON.    8,    Prin™>    Terrw*. 


S*S£ 


A      DEN'SO.V,  Throelon  Street,   IJanlepnol,   brgi  to 
p     v.   U1LK1NS0H,   e,  Goldsmilh  Square,  Stokl 


riOINS  1    COINS  !    COINS  l-Colleetor.  will  recei™, 


r  OOK  BEhOEE  YOU  PilUCHASE.-C.  K.  JONES, 


Ttr ANTED,  AKetits  to  eell  old  HitiioYer,  old  Bruu- 

a'HE    SIXPENNY    PACKET   of    STAMPS.—Thii 
riie1u4  cviU^  10  TmrfwUa  of  PordKn   fibd   crdvnUl   P*«itw 


HENEY  WHITl'AKEa.  Winoheiter  Terrue,  Bejtenl 
Road.  Bmllari.  lupjillsi  all  Undi  tl  fv^  aunpa.  at  aiHv 
enllBarr  Jva  priov.    For  pdjtlBtalw aA^J Uwt, aqhluaa  lUuip. 
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l^^OB  THIRTY  SHILLINGS,  a  COLLECTION  con- 

X  tabUnir  320  diflermt  M*in)».  mnnv  untued,  and  n\et\y  nmincrd. 
Kflr  psrtlmUri  apply  to  C.  C.  Newport,  Mon.,  who  has  also  moTR  tiuut 
1110  TarkilM  to  dtopnce  of,  at  low  prkos.  CouunoukaUoiia  requiring  » 
rtplf  (0  «icltiae  a  Mfaunp. 

CBENTHAM,   Woodview,   Blackrock,    Dublin,   on 
a   rrcHpC  of  a  pranjr  stamp,  will  lend  aom«  cheap  Furrign  Stamps 
Mftp|HnMaI« 

BOOKS  of  CRESTS.  -Published  on  the  Ut  of  even- 
owntb.  Each  hook  win  contain  CO  CraaU  In  rdlef.  bAaotlfulIy 
■taaped  in  Coloani,  togrthftr  with  a  Kmt  to  th«  names  of  tlie  Fkmiliss 
boiraifftlmn.  Thb  wurk.  wh«n  complete,  will  form  th«  most  perfect 
CoUMikin  extant,  and  is  expect,  d  to  eontain  over  MOO  Crests.  Kooka  I. 
t»i  11.  now  nady.  Prlee  1/  each ;  post  flree,  1/1.  Address,  STArroKO 
tom  *  HarrH.  13,  Oeorg*  Street,  Ratli. 

TAMRS  ROBINSON  &  Co.,  163,  Crown  Street,  Livcr- 

ff  pod.  harr  jost  Imported  a  large  <|aantlty  of  Forelun  Stamps.  The 
fcOnstoir  are  nnnaed :- Ionian  IsUnds,  7d.  per  set,  6/  per  dosen  set*: 
Prince  Edward's  Island,  pennv.  2d.  each.  1/9  per  domi ;  twopenny,  4d. 
neb :  Antlgna.  penny.  2d.  each,  I/O  per  doaen  ;  Nova  Scotia.  1  e..  Id.  each, 
Ma.IMrdaaen:&e..4d.:setaf  &,  %«:  New  Brunswick.  1  c.  Id..  lOd.  per 
AamiVrmeh  Colonlce,  1  e..  Id. ;  &  e..  3d.:  Ureek.  I  lept..  Id.,  id.  per 
dsm:  2 lent..  Id.,  M.  per  dnaen  ;  Portugal.  5  r.. «d. ;  10 r..  Od. per  doien. 
IkaMer  LMoa  receipt  of  one  stamp  for  postage. 

LOCAL  AMERICAN  POSTAGE  STAMPS.— The 
lire-Shilling  Packet  of  Local  American  Postage  Stamps  contains 
»  rarieties.  Pudt  fkee.  6/1.  Addiesa,  Stafvokd  SMrru  M  SMrru.  13. 
0«sr^  Htreet,  Bath. 

SELLING  OFF.  FURTHER  REDUCTION  ! !— Mr. 
OEORGE  PRIOR,  of  W,  Kenehurrh  Street  London,  R.V.,  will,  this 
■SDth  (AugMt),  send  his  new  Priee  List  (with  a  very  rare  Continental 
fltaaip.  only  a  nnF  wetkM  in  rineulstion,  gratis),  post  nwe.  on  reeeipt  uf 
(K*  itos^ ;  and  be  feels  sore  thai  the  great  redtaetion  in  priee  (most 
ttamfm  being  at  onlv  half  their  origiunl  east)  must  elicit  an  order  from 
emnr  parrhasrr  ot  his  List.  Extract  flrom  List,  all  clean  specimenii  :— 
Sandwich  Islands.  5c.,  4d.,;  local  Amerieau,  1/ per  doeen.  assorted ,  (^on- 
Merate  Htates,  choice  specimens,  2d.  each :  Ilong  Kong.  2  c,  3d. ;  New 
Branseiek,  I  e.  (Engine;.  2d. ;  Qredi.  1  and  2  lept..  Id.  each ;  Turkish, 
3,m»  set  of  4 ;  French  Colonies,  1  c.  and  6  e..  2d.  each ;  10  c,  ad. ;  40  c.. 
M. :  or  1^  the  set  of  4.  Used  specimens  :— Pony  Express,  6d.  each ;  old 
Deoaariu  Vlre  R.BJ»..  Id. ;  Old  Norway,  4  sk..  blue,  ad. ;  Canada.  6  e. 
(Btavoi,  Id.  each. 

T^COLLEcfoRS^f  IJNOBLITERATED  POSTAGE 

X  STAMPS.— The  Ona-ShiUing  Packet  of  Stamp*  contains  one  doaen 
nrViies  of  Colonial  and  Foreign  Postage  Stamps,  all  unobUterated. 
PM  free,  1/L    Addreaa,  STAfTora  SiUTH  M  SMITU,  13,  Oeorge  Street, 


A  COLLECTION  of  orer  1000  POSTAGE  STAMPS, 
af  which  400  unused,  to  he  sold  for  £20.    ¥or  partleulara,  I4»ply  to 
T.  P..  7.  An^kaea  Street.  Cloomel.  Ireland. 

BEAITIFULLY  PRINTED  in  COLOURS.-Now 
ready,  a  New  and  CompUte  Set  of  upwards  of  130  Titles  for  Stamp 
Allwns.  OenrraphieaUy  afTaiiged  bjr  Dr.  J.  E.  Obat,  r.tUB.,  r.UH., 
rJLM^  nc..  dr  the  British  Museum.  Price  I/O :  poet  firae.  1/7.  Addrcas, 
ItMfrqw}  SWTB  A  Surm.  13.  Oeorge  Strset,  Bath. 

F STAGE-STAMP  ALBUM.  By  JUSTIN  LAL- 
UER.  Illastrated  with  Map*  and  Diagrams,  and  containing  a 
Ha  d»wcriptkm  of  BrHlah.  Colonial,  and  Foreign  Stamps,  with  compart- 
■Mats  arranged  for  tl»e  reception  of  each.  lni|ierlal  uhlong  8vo.,  cloth, 
dan,  7« :  poat  free,  S/Z.  Bound  hi  half-moroeco,  clasp.  10/ ;  post  tne, 
ttfli.  Boand  In  wIm^  moroeeo.  two  clasps,  gilt  edges,  1^0:  post 
tnt,  irn,  Boowd  in  bewt  morocco  relief,  two  rlasps,  31/;  post  flree,  21/10. 
HsmWuiaehr  bcmnd  in  best  moroeeo  relief,  two  hurge  clasps,  2S/ ;  iKwt 
ftw.»IO. 

'Porthebenettt  of  Colleittors.  Mr.  Jt'imX  Lallikr  has  Just  Issued  an 
•diatraUeAllmm.whleh  will  be  in  extensiv  demand  as  soon  as  Its  ax- 
htsaes  b  known.  It  contains  a  description  of  ever)-  known  variety  of 
tmkn  yoste.  so  that  a  partially  obliterated  stamp  may  easily  be  n>«og- 
■^Md ;  a'tdoa  the  page  oppoeite  the  deeer'ptluu  are  spae*  s  fSur  mounting 
tkt  staiwps  deetrribeJ.  so  that  any  Colketor  may.  ataghmce,  see  all  hla 
u~Th«  BoukwUer. 
Bath :  STArroBO  Smith  k  Sxmi.  13,  Oeorge  Street. 


S  DAVIS,  18,  Granby  Street,  Leicester,  in  returning 
•  tbaaks  to  tlw  numerous  gentlemen  who  have  honoured  him  with 
tbefr  pstnmage.  he>f(S  to  state  that  he  has  Just  received  a  Urge  and  valu- 
■Us  aMDttjacot  of  rare  and  obeolete  Stamps.  iVom  whieh  he  will  send  a 

«       ••  >     .  <        ^- IJ ^ ll^Al,.^  All         III..-,    artll 


tar  approval,  to  any  address,  on  appUeatkn.    AU  orders  will 
'  attentkiD. 


CBEAP.—A  COLLECTION  of  260  STAMPS  to  be 
sold  to  the  Uf  heat  biddsr.    Apply  to  E.  UiXB.  Dunstable. 


s 


TAMPS.-C.  TAW,  67,  Jov  Street,  Belfiist.  has  a 

largr  stork  ttf  Ktaiiips  on  hand,  an<1  Is  willliiff  to  sell  at  the  lowest 
pnsi4hle  prices.  Price  iJsts  can  be  obUineil  bv  ^irwarding  a  stamp  to 
above  address.  .Mong  with  e\-ery  List  a  Fon'ign  Stamp  Is  sent  free. 
Stamps  sent  on  approbation. 

I^HE  CHKAPE8T  PACKET  of  STAMPS.-The 
Sixpenny  Packet  of  Stamps  contains  20  varieties  of  Foreign  and 
Calonial  Postxge  Stamps,  all  In  good  e«iiidltinn.  many  being  unoblite* 
rated.  Post  (Vee  flir  smen  stamps.  Address.  STArroRO  Surni  A  Smith, 
13,  Oeorge  Street.  Buth. 


o 


NE  PENNY  EACH.— Bnden,  1  kr. ;  Bavaria,  1  kr.  ; 

Bergedorf,  4  seh. ;  Brunswick.  ) :  Oermany,  \,  |  s.  gr.,  and  I  kr. ; 
Hamburg,  \  ach. ;  Hanover,  Y  pf. ;  Lubeck.  1  srh. :  Luxt^nhnrg.  1  and  2  e. ; 
Pitringal.  &  r.,  3te.  Hamburg  Boten.  10  klmU  for  «d.  Local  Amerlran, 
3^  per  doxen.  Price  IJst  sent,  on  reeeiiit  uf  stamped  envelope,  by  C.  H. 
Clark.  Foreign  Stamp  Dealer,  Liverimol. 


qniE  PHIXCESS  ALEXANDRA  POSTAGE-STAMP 

\.  ALBCM  bstmngly  bound  In  cloth,  with  eomnartmeiits  amuived 
fur  tlte  rreeptimi  iif  upwards  of  1100  Stamps.  Post  rree,  1/1.  H.  WniT- 
TARUi.  Wlurlieater  Terrace,  Regent  IttMd.  SAlford,  Manchester. 


lA   VARIETIES  of  RARE   FOREIGN  STAMPS  for 

L\j    3d. :  20  ditto.  Od.    H.  W'litrTAKRR.  Wincltester  Terrace.  Regent 
Road,  Salford,  Maneliester. 

ITNPARALLELEI)     SUCCESS  of  WUITTAKER'S 
)     O.XE  SHILLI.NO  ALBL'M.     Winchester  Terrace.    Regent  Road, 
Halfurd.  ^ 


A 


LBUMS,   U.  Id.,   jHwt   free.       II.   WHITTAKER, 

Whichestor  Terrace.  R«^it  Road,  Salfbrd. 


POCKET  ALBUM  for  CRESTS,  ARMS,  and  MONO- 
ORAMS.  Containing  spaces  arranged  ftir  1200  varieties.  Neatly 
bttund,  with  pocket,  flap,  aiitl  elastic  Imnd.  Roan.  2/ :  poet  free.  2/| : 
nuirueco  or  ruasia.  ^0 ;  post  trm,  3/K :  mororoii  or  runsia  gilt.  4/ ;  poat 
l^ee,  4/2.    STArroiiD  Smith  k  SMrru,  13.  Oeorge  Strvet,  Bath. 


IF  THIS  SHOULD  MEET  the  EYE  of  any  one  who 
wants  a  aood  and  dieap  Album,  let  him  send  13  stamps  to  H.  WuiT- 
TAKKB.  Winchester  Terrace.  Regent  Road,  Salford,  MaiKhester. 

Tir    N.,  11,  South  Parade.  York,  will  send  hU  Price 

T  f  •  List  to  any  addmss.  on  receipt  of  stamp.  Examples,  unused :— 
Cerlnn.  halfpenny.  4d. :  Van  Diemen's  l.juid.  penny.  M. ;  Purtugal,  10  r., 
4d. ;  5  n,  2d. :  New  Brunswick,  1  «..  Sd. ;  Nova  Seotla.  1  c.  4d. ;  British 
Ouiaua.  1  e..  4d. ;  St.  Thomas,  3  e..  7d.;  St.  Lucia,  penny,  6d.;  St.  Vin- 
cent, penny,  5d. 


NOTICE  to  AMATEURS  (esixcially)  and  OTHERS  ! 
On  reeeipt  <if  stamped  envelope  and  Aill  name  and  address,  O. 
FUCST.  Peekham.  Surrey,  sends  anr  amount  of  Foreign  PMtage  Stampa 
for  approval ;  aunlleants  stating  whether  one  or  mora  of  eaenkind,  and 
whether  they  wish  clean  or  obliterated  Stamp*. 

ST.,  Post  OflSce.  Weymouth,  begs  to  inform  his 
..  •  numerous  friends  aiid  customers  that  he  conthmes  to  send  out 
all  kinds  uf  Stamps  for  approval,  on  reeeipt  of  postage  and  list  of  rraulre- 
ments.  AU  ordOTs  executed  per  return  of  post.  Stamps  boo^t  or 
exchanged. 

I^HE  POSTAGE-STAMP  COLLECTOR'S  POCKET 
ALBUM.— Containing  a  complete  Table  of  all  the  Postage  Stamp* 
issued  by  eeeh  Country,  State,  or  <^'ity,  with  space*  arranged  for  their 
rreeptlon.  The  whole  ui  a  neat  an<t  portable  form,  with  flap  and  elasti* 
band,  and  a  pocket  for  suiplns  stampa.  Roan,  2/ ;  post  free.  ^1 ;  moroeeo 
orrussU.  3^6;  poet  free.  J/«;  morocco  or  mssia  gilt,  4/;  post  fi«*,4/2. 
STArroRo  SMITH  k  Smith.  13.  Oeorge  Street.  Bath. 


ST.,  Post  office,  Weymouth,  has  for  sale,  cheap, 
•  Italian.  French,  and  Belgian.  Essavs.  Plinna.  Mndena  (9  B.  0.>, 
Nieamgua.  Costa  Rica,  Buenos  Ayres  (Ship),  Tuscany  (60  cr.).  Kurieh, 
Geneva  (local  and  cantonal),  and  many  other  choice  Stamps,  all  pmutiw. 

YOUR  Time,  Trouble,  and  Money  will  be  sared,  by 
sending  for  Stamps  on  Approval,  to  S.  T.,  Post  Ofllce,  Wfymonth. 


BUY  of  the  IMPORTER.— R.  PEGG,  Importer  of 
Foreign  Stamps,  and  cheapeat  Dealer  In  the  wnrid.  has  now  a 
most  extensive  stock  of  nuw  and  unused  Stampe.  Having  imported 
them  himself.  wUl  seU  at  much  lower  prices  than  any  other  Dealer.  A 
sdection  Bent  on  reselpt  of  stamp.  Agent*  wanted.  11,  HoU**  titrwt, 
Dublin, 
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T  OWER  THAN  JULY  PRICES  !  !-Mr.  FRANK  E. 


MESBttS.  HOOPER  &  FORWABD,  1.  Uanover 
Omt.  Mlllno  »nM.  Loidoii.  E.O.  Kurrlgn  Ftltgt  HUuniw 
BoBifhlt  I^Ul,  or  &ie1unHt  Tha  lArgv-l  alnrh  irf  Kmrlptl  P<v1kL-« 
Htuiip^  Bwl  llw  cb«*|>«^  DHjcnIn  IhP  (nd*.  Th^r  t*rlre  Ur*  tUr 
Aunvl  ivov  nikdr.  daBAHtdnp  ft)r».  folour,  nliu,  ■Uf  arimw.  ii-.,  of 
logu  nrlMIOL  Thli  !•  tb.  ihMpM  and  wou  eomprrfmiulve  7M  |iQb- 
Uibnl.     N«4,po«tfrva.  00  nerlpt  otnttamp^  anrelDpo.     Cnnwapoiid- 


RMS    of    Iho    QUEEN     nnd     ROYAL     FAMILY, 


ARMS   of 
kna^DdhiBll 


pATALOGUE  of  POSTAGE  STAMPS,— BRITISH, 


TJARE  STAMPS  ON  SALE  bvMr.  MOUNT  BROWN. 

Aim  trtim  thi  fcUwrtB«i»iiiiitrtei.  ~™If  l-iiid:-lJib«li  IB  laWtii  wij  6 


STAFFORD     SMITH     t     SMITH'S     SIXPENNY 
PAr-KET  °r  KTAMPB.      CcinUb,bw  M  niMI-  ..T  F«d^.  ..cd 

STAFFORD    SMITH  Sc  SMITH'S    ONE-SHILLIKO 
/Mportovt  to  EJbH  fiOBf  ui^anvt. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  FIVE-SHILLISO 
CTAFFORD   SMITH  &  SMITH'S  TWO-AND-SII- 

I'^UInLkiMiiilMln'td(\.lni'l^>iUvDri4|(I>lllW|iI.>llll»Hd,    tt» 

STAFFORD  SmTtH  &  SUnB'S  FIVE-SHILTJSG 
_PAI^KET  nt  UtCAI.  AHBRICAN    PUBTAUK  BTAUPIL    Cm1» 

IFFORD    SMITH    &    SMITH    ...    — . 


CTAFI 

O     M.Bl  .  .  .  . 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMn'H'S  MONTHLY  CIE- 
QTAFFOED     SMITH     *    SMITH'S     SIXPENNY 


CTAFFORD  SMITH   He  SMITH'S   ONE-AHD-SIX- 

STAFFORD  SMirH'irS'MmrCve  »d  nle  .lure 
»™>rtin»iil  of  Ann.,  ti™i.,  U-marrminm.  to..  bMiallWIj  ■wirri 


CONTENTS. 

A  T»Le  or  a  Pdstaoe  Staup 

JticHoiitit  OF  A  Nova  Scotian  Postage  Staui' 

New  Vhe  for  Piwtaok  Stamps  

STAMra   Ntrwi.T   Irhi-cd,  oh  Firht  DitHciiiBint 

ADUFXDA     TU     MOUMT     BnOWH'B    CATALOCirK    OF 
VlLLIAk     HCLREADl,    M.A 

Ax  Ahkricax  Trick  .• 

JtoraMNo  Stauw  

REvim-8   oy   PoSTAI,   PL'BMCATIO.IB 

CoRHDiruKPeNCK l^H 

Ax«WKBS  t.^  OouBt»ro.\Dia'T8 128 

A  TALE  OF  A  POSTAGE  STAMP. 
DOZE  THK  SKCOKD.— PART  II. 

THE  TEUPTER  TRUIUl'HS. 
'The  t^im|it«r  gaina  the  d«y— 
Alu,  the  [Hiwerof  ain  '. 
The  guanliiiD  spirit  a.icil}-  flit<i  awaj, 
And  demuiu  euter  in  ! ' 
'"Spoken  like  a  num  !     Help  yourself,  and 
the  devil  will  help  you,"  was  the  profane 
pttrody   of  the   ruffian  on   the    well-known 
French  proverb.     He  made  a  step  forward 
with  the  apparent  intention  of  favuariug  bis 
companion    with  a   hug  of  approval ;    but 
tbcTG  was  a  something  in  the  artiiit's  eye 
which   repelled    the   dintasfoful    familiarity. 
Ho,  8.    Bept.  1, 1663.  ^ico  Fowrpenoe.] 


Ijorenzo  had  not  ijel  sunk  ao  low  as  to  level 
himself  to  nn  equality  with  the  vilhiin  to 
whawe  wiles  ho  was  gradually  sueeuinbing. 
As  in  a  dangerous  crisis  would  one  readily 
coiidesecnd  to  wield  the  most  ignoble  wea- 
pon in  self-defence,  but  reject  the  same  with 
disdain  were  time  or  ojiporJunity  allowed 
fur  choice  ;  so  was  the  semi-demented  lover 
led  recklessly  to  avail  himself  of  the  advice 
and  assistance  uf  his  vile  associate. 

'  Filippo,  perceiving  the  ivpugnance  of 
the  other  to  his  amicahlc  advances,  and  that 
lie  was  considered  merely  as  a  tool  to  be  dis- 
carded as  soon  as  UKed,  with  a  muttered 
curse,  and  inward  vow  that  same  of  this 
squeamish  pride  should  be  knocked  out 
before  he  liiul  done  with  him,  contented  him- 
self for  the  present  with  the  sarcastic 
remark,  that  be  fancied  the  scanty  light  be 
ha<l  been  able  to  cast  upon  his  excellency's 
birth,  had  made  him  imagine  himself  not  far 
from  princely  rank. 

'  "  Well,  well," — quailing  under  the  flash- 
ing glance  of  Lorenzo's  eye— "let's  work 
together  without  quarrelling.  I  sup[>ose  I 
may  approach  your  lordship  near  enough  to 
gjjeak  low,  as  I  do  not  choose  the  particulars 
of  our  plot  to  reach  the  ears  of  (hat  young 
[Reglatered  for  Trans  mlMion  Abroad. 
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brat,  and  ho  had  better  take  himself  off  to 
his  comer ;  not  that,  if  I  thought  him  likely 
to  betray  ns,  I  should  at  all  scruple  to  wring 
his  neck." 

*  Poor  Carlo,  though  confident  of  his  own 
personal  immunity  from  his  uncle's  brutality 
in  the  presence  of  his  protecting  friend,  un- 
desirons  of  becoming  himself  the  object  of  a 
quarrel  between  them,  lost  no  time  in  again 
]*etreating  to  his  distant  pallet  out  of  ear- 
shot. Filippo,  thereupon,  proceeded  with 
the  minuter  details  of  the  plan  whereto  he 
had  been  soliciting  the  young  man's  acqui- 
escence.* 

'  With  your  permission,'  here  inter- 
rupted the  Savoy  Cross,  *  I  will  now  take 
up  and  connect  the  threads  of  the  narrative. 
I  conclude  the  audience  is  aware  that  "  the 
stamp,"  as  your  catship  unceremoniously 
termed  me,  nas  re-appeared  on  the  scene, 
and  is  prepared  to  resume  office. 

*  When  the  letter  of  Lorenzo  to  the 
Marchese,  containing  the  application  for  the 
bracelet  to  which  he  considered  himself 
entitled,  was  delivered  him,  the  old  noble- 
man might  not  have  been  disinclined  to 
accede  to  such  request; — the  more  so,  as 
the  tardy  statement  of  Filippo,  embodied  in 
the  missive,  tallied  with  his  own  long  since 
]>re-conceived  suppositions.  The  gentle 
A  dine — whom  her  grandfather,  fully  con- 
tiding  in  her  maidenly  discretion,  did  not 
scruple  to  make  a  confidant  of  his  half- 
formed  intention — thereupon  handed  me  over 
to  him  to  be  added  to  the  enclosure^  and 
the  rich  jei^ el  wotild  have  accompanied  me 
i  i,  the  hands  of  its  rightful  owner — and  oh  ! 
liow  much  crime  and  misery  would  have 
U  en  escaped ! — had  not  the  malicious  Ber- 
:uirdo,  apprised  of  the  state  of  affairs  by 
means  of  which  you  shall  be  fully  cognizant 
ill  due  course,  intruded  his  mischievous  pre- 
sence in  time  to  suppress  the  benevolent 
intention  of  the  Marquis.  By  allusions  to 
the  more  than  suspected  evil  associations  of 
Filippo,  and  inuendos  of  the  probability  of 
iti?  being  a  plausible  plot  concocted  between 
the  gamester  and  the  foundling  for  the  pur- 
]K)sc  of  possessing  themselves  of  si>  valuable  a 
prize — notwithstanding  the  mild  but  earnest 
])leading  of  Adine,  who  affirmed  her  disbelief 
of  the  likelilioiKi  of  Lorenzo's  being  a  jiarty 


to  so  unprincipled  a  fraud — the  note  of  denial, 
which  had  so  powerful  an  effect,  was  sub- 
stituted for  one  of  assent  in  the  envelope 
wherein  I  was  lying  ready  for  transmission. 

'  You  have  already  heard  the  consequences 
of  our  reception,  and  are  now  capacitated 
for  following  up  the  incidents  of  my  tale. 

' "  Ascoltarmi  dunque,"  said  Lorenzo,  "  I 
will  take  part  in  your  villany  so  far  and  no 
farther.  Gorge  yourself  as  you  will  with 
plunder,  I  will  assist  you  in  the  enterprise; 
but  I  take  nothing  for  myself  but  the  jew- 
elled certificate  of  my  birth.  I  bear  away 
no  property  of  the  good  old  man's  but  his 
granddaughter — my  own  idolised  Adine." 

'  "  So  far  and  no  farther !  "—How  oft  has 
the  deluded  victim  of  temptation  uttered 
these  fatal  words !  The  votary  of  sin  is 
comparable  to  one  standing  with  slippery 
footing  on  a  glittering,  polished  slope — gra- 
dually, but  surely,  the  feet  slide  down ;  and 
when  the  guardian  spirit  does  not  cast 
asperities  in  the  path  in  the  shape  of  sick- 
ness, poverty,  or  other  trouble — thus  afford- 
ing opportunity  of  redeeming  pause  in  the 
downward  course,  and  means  of  secure  foot- 
ing for  a  painful  and  arduous  re-ascent — too 
surely  will  the  fond,  self-beguiling  sophist 
sink  to  utter  ruin,  and  find,  alas !  too  late, 
no  vioiial  dares  to  say,  '*  so  far  and  no 
farther." 

'  "  Cosfietto,  my  fine  fellow,  we  can  settle 
all  that  afterwards ;  only  pass  your  word  to 
me  and  my  comrades  not  to  betray  us. 
Why,  man  alive,  what  do  you  start  at  ? 
Did  you  fancy  you  and  I  could  manage  such 
a  dangerous  enterprise  by  our  own  unaided 
exertions  ?  The  business  will  call  for  the 
services  of  many  stout  hearts  and  strong 
arms ;  but  I  want  one  clear  head  and  brave 
hand  to  manage  and  execute  all  the  details 
of  as  glorious  a  chance  of  making  one's  for- 
tune as  ever  poor  fellow  schemed.  Ebbene, 
if  you  are  too  proud  to  join  us,  my  young 
])rince — of  beggars —  "  added  the  wretch, 
for  he  was  beginning  to  lose  temper,  "  we 
must  e'en  manage  to  do  without  you — part 

the  treasure  fairly,  cast  lots  for  the  lady 

the  foul  fiend  seize  you,"  roared  the  rufi^n, 
as  they  lay  on  the  ground  in  deadly  strug- 
gle, *'take  that;"  and  one  home  dagger- 
thrust   would  have  ensured  Lorenzo's  ex- 
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emption  from  many  a  more  bitter  pang,  had 
not  young  Carlo  sprung  forward — his  love 
for  his  protector  counteracting  the  terror  of 
his  UDcIe — and,  seizing  the  uplifted  arm  with 
more  than  a  child's  force — the  excitement 
lending  additional  strength — averted  the 
fetal  stroke.  Lorenzo  thus  gained  oppor- 
tunity of  disengaging  himself  from  the 
death-grip.  "I  am  indeed  mad,"  mur- 
mured  the  wretched  youth,  "to  equalise 
myself  with  such  a  wretch.     Leave  me." 

*" Leave  you!  By  San  Nicolo,  no  such 
fool  as  that :  for  you  to  peach  on  us  to  the 
Marquis  ?  But  there  is  not  much  fear  of 
that :  you  will  hardly  present  yourself  at  his 
doors  again  ;  it  is  not  likely  any  letter  in 
your  handwriting  would  be  opened ;  and 
you  ought  to  be  raging  still  with  the  smart 
of  your  last  appearance  there." 

*  These  cruel  taunts  might  have  issued  in 
another  scuffle;  but  the  very  violence  of 
emotion  unnerved  the  wretched  and  excited 
Lorenzo,  and  he  sank  almost  powerless  on 
a  seat. 

*"Come,  come,  man,"  said  his  evil 
adviser,  "keep  your  fury  for  its  legitimate 
destination  :  give  the  old  Marquis  such  a 
grip  as  you  did  me  but  now,  and  he  will 
never  trouble  you  again." 

*  "  Fiend,"  gasped  the  youth,  "  dost  think 
I  would  hurt  a  hair  of  his  head,  or  of  any- 
thing belonging  to  her  ?  " 

*"  Of  course  not,"  sneered  Filippo,  "not 
even  her  respectable  cousin  ?  "  The  tempter 
well  knew  the  right  choini  to  strike. 

' "  The  vile  Bernardo !  Ah !  ten  thousand 
curses  light  on  him !  His  hated  name  suf- 
fices to  turn  the  scale.  I  hesitate  no  longer. 
Friend  or  enemy — be  you  what  you  may — 
give  me  means  to  wreak  my  vengeance  on 
him,  to  deprive  him  of  his  coveted  prize,  and 
do  with  me  how  you  will :  I  am  yours  for 


>» » 


ever. 

DOZE  THE  THIRD. 

THE    CASINO. 

'  The  Ton€  and  the  gamester — behold  a  worthy  pair  ! 
When  Greek  meets  wily  Greek,  then  comes  tlie  tug 
of  war.* 

With  an  uneasy  start,  a  second  time  I 
awoke,  but  soon  dropped  off  anew  to  dream- 
land.    The  visionary  train  of  thought  con- 


tinued, but  with  change  of  machinery.  The 
actors  in  the  scenes  depicted  by  the  postage 
stamp  seemed  presented  to  my  vision.  The 
city  of  Florence  appeared  as  a  map  before 
me.  I  saw  the  roue  FDippo  quit  the  apart- 
ment of  the  artist,  and  lounge  up  the  Via 
dei  Bardi.  *  Corazzio,  Filippo,'  soliloquised 
he,  crossing  the  Ponte  alle  Grazie,  *  well  hast 
thou  contrived.  Thy  machinations  seem 
now  in  a  lair  road  for  success.  But  success- 
ful or  not,  Italy  will  be  too  hot  to  hold  thee ; 
thou  must  be  off  to  London.  Thy  last  trip 
there  was  a  lucky  hit,  and  many  a  young 
gull  didst  thou  famously  bleed  there.* 

Avoiding  the  Piazza  Santa  Croce,  he 
turned  to  the  left,  and  passing  the  Torcicoda 
proceeded  through  a  labyrinth  of  narrow 
streets,  or  rather  alleys,  towards  the  old  town 
in  the  Cerchio  Primo.  He  stopped  at  the 
door  of  a  low  casino  in  a  dark  street  not  far 
from  the  Via  delle  CipoUe,  and  looking  care- 
fiilly  round  to  see  if  any  curious  observer 
were  tracking  him — for  he  well  knew  that  in 
the  eyes  of  the  police  authorities  he  was 
something  more  than  a  suspect — on  finding 
the  coast  clear  he  entered. 

*  Pablo,*  said  he  to  a  blackguard-looking 
one-eyed  waiter,  who,  by  the  way,  had  to 
thank  him  for  the  loss  in  a  drunken  brawl, 
*  has  any  one  been  wanting  me  ?  * 

'Si,  Signor;  a  cavaliere  in  a  cloak  and 
slouched  hat  has  been  waiting  in  the  small 
cabinet  a  clock  hour.' 

*Mille  perdone,  I  am  desolated  to  have 
kept  your  eccellenza  waiting,*  was  his  cring- 
ing apology  to  the  worthy  who  was  smoking 
and  sulking  in  the  inner  room. 

'Maledetto,  pel  nome  del  diavolo,  how 
long  you  have  kept  me  in  this  infernal  den ! 
Here  have  I  been  kicking  my  heels  in  a 
frime  of  impatience  at  the  loss  of  so  much 
time.* 

*That  young  scoundrel — may  the  fiend 
take  him — gave  me  such  trouble  to  persuade 
him  to  join  in  the  plot.  Per  San  Nicolo, 
had  I  not  luckily  bethought  myself  of  intro- 
ducing your  eccellenza*s  name,  I  might  have 
been  with  him  yet.  Mille  diavoli,  it  is  but 
one  more  score  to  the  long  list  of  grudges  I 
have  against  him ;  and  your  eccellenza  likes 
him  about  as  well  as  I  do.* 

*  Curse  him,*  was  the  ready  response  of 
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the  other ;  '  but  enough  of  that :  have  you 
settled  with  him  ?     Will  he  join  us  ?  ' 

'  Just  as  I  hinted  ;  your  eccellenza's  name 
decided  him  :  he  is  with  us,  hand  and  foot.* 

*  Well  then,  let  us  hasten  to  arrange  all 
preliminaries ;  we  have  lost  time  enough  b» 
it   is.      Have   you   engaged   enough  assist- 

anco  ? ' 

'  Yes,  your  eccellenza,  sure  fellows — ready 
to  do  all  I  tell  them  ;  ask  no  questions ;  take 
w  hat  guerdon  for  their  services  1  shall  agree 
to;  and  forgot  next  morning  the  very  locale 
of  the  enterprise.' 

'To-mon'ow  night,  then,  let  it  be:  meet 
me  in  the  morning  at  noon  in  the  church  of 
Santa  Croce.  Stand  by  the  pillar  nearest 
to  Machiavelli's  tomb— I  like  to  catch  an 
inspiration  there  sometimes— and  if  either  of 
us  wishes  to  say  aught  to  the  other,  he  can 
lead  the  way  to  the  cafe  del  Giocolo,  in  the 
Via  Ghibellina.  Stay  here  to  give  me  scope 
for  getting  clear  of  this  quarter :  we  need 
not  be  seen  together.  Be  faithful,  and  I 
will  reward  you  well.' 

The  well-matched  pair  of  confederates 
parted.  Bernardo  (for  he  it  was)  leaving 
the  humbler  villain  behind,  and  muttering, 
as  he  moodily  paced  the  filthy  alley  :  — 

'  The  game  is  a  dangerous  one.  This  ras- 
cal must  be  well  looked  to,  or  he  will  prove 
too  sharp  for  me :  I  must  be  wary.  But  let 
me  first  get  quit  of  that  painter  fellow,  and 
then  the  game  will  be  in  my  own  hand  for 
winning  my  cousin — and  her  dower.  Two 
such  prizes  are  well  worth  a  little  risk  in 

going  in  for.' 

Filippo,  meanwhile,  with  a  deep  execra- 
tion, watched  him  turn  the  comer  of  the 

passage : — 

'  Thou  reward  me  !  thou  blustering  brag- 
gart !  Filippo  is  not  dolt  enough  to  await 
thy  tardy  recompense.  He  is  sharp  enough 
to  seize  his  own  share  of  the  spoil — and  a 
little  more,  too,  or  he  is  greatly  mistaken. 
Yes,  yes,  my  noble  comrade,  you  err  egregi- 
ously  if  you  think  1  am  yaur  tool.  You  are 
little  aware  you  are  working  for  w//  ends, 
not  for  your  own.  Let  me  but  contrive  to 
set  you  and  the  other  hell-cat  together — 
curse  him,  1  feel  the  gripe  of  his  hand  on  my 
throat  now— and  if  I  do  not  contrive  to 
make    off  with    the   valuables   while    they 


are  grappling,  any  cowardly  fool  may  call 
Filippo,  Cousin.' 

{To  he  continued). 


MEMOIRS    OF    A    NOVA    SCOTIAN 
POSTAGE  STAMP. 

Since  first  I  was  stampied  by  the  fatal  post^ 
mark  I  have  travelled  much,  I  have  been  in 
many  a  hand,  and  am  not  yet  sure  of  ending 
my  days  in  peace. 

Now  that  I  am  stationary,  and  before 
sleeping  for  ever,  fdlow  me  to  relate  my 
travels  through  the  world. 

You  know,  probably,  dear  collectors,  the 
amiable  queen  whose  image  I  represent ;  and 
you  know  also  that  the  obliteration  does  not 
prevent  my  being  worth  more  than  I  cost 
before  I  was  used. 

Scarcely  arrived  at  Southampton,  I  was 
ruthlessly   torn   off   by  a  post-office   clerk. 
Oh !    how  I  should  have  liked  to  see    the 
astonishment  of  the  receiver  of  the  letter  on 
which  I  was  placed,  for  I  fancy  he  was  a 
collector !     How  many  times  did  he  exclaim 
against  the  clerks  of  an  office  which  never- 
theless renders  him  many  a  service.     But, 
not  to  digress,  I  was  now  in  the  possession 
of  my  plunderer :  but  do  not  suppose  it  was 
for  a  collection  of  his   own   that  be   stole 
me;   it    was    merely    to    please   a    stamp- 
maniac  :  he  meant  to  give  me  to  a  child. 
[The  stamp  collector  is  of  no  particular  age : 
you  see  some  scarcely  six  years   old;  yon 
will  meet  with  some  of  sixty  years,  and  even 
more.]     This  youth  had  alre^y  one  of  my 
fellow-countrymen,    worth    one    cent,    like 
myself;  he  hastened,  then,  to  send  me   to 
one  of  his  correspondents  at  Havre.     You 
cannot  imagine  the   pleasure  derived   from 
my  appearance  by  this  young  collector :  he 
did  not  trouble  even  to  read  the  letter  that 
was   written   him ;  he   was   never   tired    of 
looking  at  me.     'Look,  what  beautifol  en- 
graving !  *  said  he  to  one  of  his  young  friends, 
to  whom  he  was  displaying  his  collection ; 
'  look  how  clear  the  letters  are  !     Who  would 
believe  that  such  masterpieces  were  destined 
to  be  marked  some  day  with  black  or  blue  ?  ' 
His  friend,  not  being  a   collector,   did  not 
partake   of  his    enthusiasm  ;  he   could    not 
comprehend  the  pleasure  of  storing  up  little 


Sept.  1, 1863.]       THE  STAMP  COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


121 


pictures  more  or  less  soiled.  If  people 
wanted  the  portraits  of  any  sovereign  or 
other  celebrity,  cannot  photography  supply 
their  eaiies  de  vmtes  ?  If  they  fancied  an 
engraving,  would  it  not  be  much  better  to 
purchase  one  of  a  reasonable  size  ?  But  he 
gave  no  vent  to  his  thoughts,  for  that  would 
only  have  caused  an  interminable  discussion. 
After  having  been  over  and  over  again  ex- 
amined, I  was  placed  in  an  album. 

I  stayed  there  quietly  for  some  time.  You 
probably  wonder  what  caused  my  removal : — 
my  master  received  one  of  my  brethren  less 
obliterated  than  myself,  I  was  incontinently 
turned  out,  and  passed  into  the  hands  of  an 
ignorant  collector. 

He  ought  to  be  thankful  to  the  authors  of 
manuals  and  the  compilers  of  albums ;  for, 
were  it  not  for  them,  he  woidd  not  have 
known  where  to  put  me.  Classifying  his 
stamps  in  a  geographical  order,  he  would 
most  likely  have  placed  me  between  those 
of  Greece  and  those  of  Prince  Edwai^d 
Island.  Were  it  not  for  printed  albums,  if 
yott  told  him  Nova  Scotia  is  situated  near 
Australia,  he  would  have  readily  believed 
you.  He  could  not  take  much  deliji^ht  in 
collecting,  since  he  had  no  notion  of  geo- 
graphy ;  so  he  soon  sold  his  stamps,  and  I 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  dealer. 

Alas !  how  cruelly  was  I  treated  by  that 
Jew :  he  sent  me  here  and  there.  He  sent 
me  to  Switzerland,  whence  I  soon  returned 
because  he  set  too  high  a  price  upon  me ;  I 
went  to  Paris,  to  Rouen,  to  Bnissels,  and 
hack  again.  He  was  in  despair;  he  could 
not  get  the  two  francs  he  wanted  for  me. 
The  dealers  not  choosing  to  have  me  at  that 
price,  he  had  recourse  to  the  collectors.  *  I 
nave  a  Nova  Scotian  stamp,*  said  he  to 
every  stamp- maniac  he  met,  and  forthwith 
exposed  me  to  their  curious  gaze,  boasted 
much  of  my  rarity,  and  always  terminated 
his  chatter  in  these  words :  *  You  do  not 
possess  this  magnificent  stamp  ;  I  sell  it  you 
for  two  francs ;  it  is  not  dear.'  Often  did 
the  collector  reply,  not  daring  to  complain 
of  the  exorbitant  price  :  *  Thank  you,  I  have 
been  promised  one.'  The  bolder  ones  used 
to  say,  '  I  don't  want  it,'  without  giving  any 
reason. 

At  hist,   he  made   up  his  mind  to  let   a 


young  Parisian  have  me  for  a  franc  and  a 
half.  I  then  visited  the  French  capital. 
Many  a  time  I  crossed  the  Seine  to  go  from 
the  gardens  of  the-  Luxembourg  to  the  gar- 
dens of  the  Tuilleries,  and  from  the  Tuil- 
leries  to  the  Luxembourg  again — the  great 
stamp  exchanges  of  Paris.  I  wondered 
many  times  at  the  collectors  of  that  city ; 
every  one  wanted  me,  but  I  was  still  the 
property  of  the  same  owner.  During  all 
this  time  the  stamp  mania  spread  far  and 
wide :  it  went  on  increasing,  and,  strange  to 
say,  I  lost  value  eveiy  day  ;  for,  as  fast  as 
fresh  collectors  sprang  up  in  Europe,  fresh 
stamps  came  from  America.  Numbers  of 
stamps  were  sent  from  Nova  Scytia;  and 
instead  of  being  worth  a  franc  and  a 
half,  I  could  scarcely  be  sold  for  fifty  cen- 
times. 

My  new  owner  turned  me  out  for  a  new 
specimen,  and  I  then  found  my  way  back  to 
whence  I  came,  that  is  to  say,  to  Havre, 
where  I  now  am,  in  a  pretty  good  collection. 

In  the  Havre  collection  where  I  wiis  first 
located,  I  was  on  the  same  page  as  the 
elegant  stamps  of  New  Bininswick,  which 
have  this  peculiarity,  that  two  only  of  them 
bear  a  similar  impression.  You  might  tell 
me  that  those  of  Canada  are  much  the  same, 
since  the  five  stamps  are  of  five  different 
designs;  those  of  Naples  and  Rome,  too, 
might  be  instanced  jis  presenting  still  more 
variety.  That  is  true  ;  but  in  the  Roman 
as  well  as  the  Neapolitan  stamps  it  is  only 
the  arrangement  of  the  pattern  of  the  stam[) 
that  differs;  whilst,  amongst  those  of  which 
I  have  been  speaking,  one  represents  a  rail- 
way ;  another.  Queen  Victoria ;  a  third,  a 
steamer;  the  17  cents,  a  youth  in  a  Scotch 
dress.  I  know  that  there  are  likewise  the 
private  offices  of  America ;  but  those  impres- 
sions are  so  numerous  and  so  varied  that  my 
master  made  a  separate  collection  of  them, 
and  [  very  seldom  saw  them  ;  however,  they 
are  well  worth  the  troablo  of  collecting,  for 
they  are  said  to  be  very  pretty. 

At  the  ignorant  Mons.  Edw.  R 's  I 

once  heard  a  remark  from  him  that  showed 
the  man  up  famously.  *  I  think  there 
are  stamps  fi*om  Tobago,'  said  one  of  his 
friends  to  him.  *  What  are  you  chatter- 
ing about  ?  '  replied  he  quickly.    '  Tobago  ! 
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Tobago !  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  country 
called  Tobago  ?  '  His  reply  had  no  need  of 
comment,  so  his  ^end  made  no  answer. 

At  the  dealer's  I  saw  many  a  mean  trick. 
He  was  a  forger  of  false  stamps,  and  I  often 
saw  him  fabricating  francs  of  the  French 
Empire.  This  was  his  method:  he  took 
some  specimens  of  the  French  empire  80  c. 
deep  carmine,  and  some  1  francs  of  the 
republic;  he  cut  off  the  value  of  those 
stamps,  and  pasted  imder  the  emperor's 
effigy  the  little  band  which  he  had  taken 
from  the  bottom  of  the  repubhc  stamp.  In 
this  manner  he  had  an  individual  with  the 
ef^gy  of  Napoleon  III.,  and  having  as  indi- 
cation of  value,  1  franc.  Unfortunately  for 
him,  he  had  not  remarked  that  the  value  of 
the  1  franc  of  the  republic  is  marked  1  FB., 
whilst  that  of  the  franc  of  the  empire  is 
indicated  1  F,  It  was  from  this  circum- 
stance that  his  fraud  was  discovered ;  for 
his  francs  of  the  empire  possessed  two  r's 
too  many,  since  the  value  is  twice  repeated. 

In  one  of  my  journeys  to  Rouen  I  noticed 
a  very  whimsical  prejudice.  Some  collec- 
tors will  not  admit  a  stamp  whose  phu^e  is 
not  prepared  in  M.  Lallier's  album.  They 
have  probably  never  read  his  preface,  and 
do  not  understand  the  meaning  of  the  blank 
pages  at  the  end  of  the  book.  They  do  not 
believe  in  new  issues.  However,  in  the 
album  in  question  there  is  no  place  for  the 
2  centimes  French :  they  can  scarcely  pro- 
nounce this  stamp  fictitious,  as  they  can  buy 
it  themselves  at  the  post-offices. 

Mons.  E.    C ,   a    young  fellow   of 

Havre,  who  comes  sometimes  to  see  the 
collection  in  which  I  am  placed,  and  who 
has  a  tine  one  of  his  own — according  to  his 
own  account,  for  no  one  htis  ever  seen  it — 
has  a  peculiar  fancy,  not  less  extraordinary 
than  that  of  the  Rouen  collectors.  He  will 
not  admit  into  his  collection  any  of  the  rarer 
European  stamps,  nor  any  transmarine 
stamp,  new,  lecause  he  says  that  these 
stamps  are  all  fictitious  when  they  are  new. 
This  opinion  could  be  easily  refuted ;  but  for 
my  \mi  I  shall  not  give  myselt*  the  trouble 
of  doing  it,  and  desire  one  thing  only,  which 
is,  never  to  bo  tuiaied  out  of  the  collection 
of  Lkon  Chandelier. 


NEW  USE  FOR  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 

By  the  Sonom,  a  few  days  since,  says  a  Cali- 
fomian  correspondent,  some  two  hundred  of 
Uncle  Sam's  orphans  arrived,  and  were  dis- 
tributed around.     Some  were  sent  to  Fort 
Alcastra,  some  to  the  barracks  at  the  Pre- 
sidio,  and   the    remainder   were    quartered 
at  Benicia  barracks,   preparatory   to  being 
assigned  to  the  difiTerent  companies  of  the 
regiments  in  this  Department.     They  will 
soon  be  scattered  from  Oregon  to  that  most 
delightful  post,  Fort  Yuma,  in  Arizona — a 
place  where  they  have  to  put  rocks  on  the 
roofs  to  keep  the  ends  of  the  boards  from 
curling  over  like  little  dogs*  tails.     It  is  a 
wretched  place  to  live  at,  and  to  be  ordered 
there  is  enough  to  make  any  officer  resign, 
unless   a   Catholic,   and    acknowledges    the 
justice  of  being  sent  to  purgatory.     They 
have  a  little  fun  even  in  that  awful  place 
sometimes,  and  an  officer  was  telling  me  the 
other  day  of  how  he  lost  his  postage  stamps. 
He  had  sent  up  here  for  some  twenty  dol- 
lars' worth,  and  had  left  them  on  his  table. 
Now  the    habits,    manners,    and    customs 
thereabouts   are   considerably  on   the  free- 
and-easy  style,  and  the  Indians  are  allowed 
to  roam  around  the  garrison  cul  libitum^  if 
they  behave  themselves  and  do  not  steal. 
On  this  occasion  a  young  squaw,  who  had 
the  run  of  the  quarters,  and  was  very  much 
at  home  anywheres  and  everywheres,  hap- 
pened to  stray  into  my  friend's  room,  and 
seeing  the  postage  stamps  began  to  examine 
them  with  great  curiosity.     She  discovered 
they  would  stick,  if  wet,-  and  forthwith  a 
happy  idea  struck  her.     Now  the  fashionable 
dress  of  the  ladies  of  her  class  in  that  warm 
climate  is  ^  of  the  briefest  description.     She 
was  ambitious  to  dress  up  and  excite   the 
envy  of  the  other  Pocahontases.      So    she 
went  in  on  the  postal  currency,  and  much 
to  the  astonishment  of  the  garrison,  made 
her  appearance   presently   on    the   parade- 
ground  entirely  covered  over  with  postage 
stamps.     She  was  stuck  all  over  with  Ben- 
jamhi  Franklin,  and  the  father  of  his  couutiy 
was  plastered  all  over  her  ladyship's  glossy 
skill  indiscriminately,  regai*dless  of  dignity 
and  decency.     The  '  roar  '  that  greeted  her, 
from  the  commanding  officer  down  to  tho 
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dnimmer-boj8,  was  loud  enough  to  be  heard 
uearly  at  head  quarters  in  San  Francisco ; 
bat,  Indian  like,  she  preserved  her  equani- 
mity and  did  not  seem  at  all  disconcerted, 
but  sailed  off  with  the  air  and  step  of  a 
genuine  princess,  while  my  friend  rushed 
into  his  quarters  to  discover  himself  minus 
his  twenty  dollars'  worth  of  postage  stamps, 
and  that  what  was  intended  for  the  mail  had 
been  appropriated  to  the  fe  male.  She  might 
have  been  put  in  the  overland  coach  and 
gone  through — she  certainly  could  not  have 
been  stopped  for  want  of  being  prepaid. 

STAMPS  NEWLY  ISSUED,  OR  FIRST 

DESCRIBED. 

But  few,  if  any,  emissions  have  taken  place 
since  our  last  notice.  We  fulfil  our  promise 
of  describing  some  rare  and  hitherto  un- 
noticed English  essays.  The  first  is  a  large 
upright  oblong ;  comers  cut  out ;  a  white 
•tar  in  the  centre ;  above  this  is  penny,  and 
post  below  ;  around'  it,  an  engine- turned, 
blue,  oval  rim,  encompassed  by  close-set, 
perpendicular,  red  lines  on  a  white  ground. 
Another,  which  is  very  well  executed,  bears 
the  royal  arms  in  white  relief,  surrounded 
by  an  elaborately  engine-turned  border,  also 
in  white  relief  on  a  blue  ground  :  same  size 
as  the  last.  The  third  is  a  narrow  upright 
oblong,  about  five  inches  in  length,  and  not 
an  inch  broad,  divided  into  six  compart- 
ments, on  one  of  which  is  pcw^  paid  Id. ; 
another  bears  Beaufort  House ;  and  a  third, 
pwrf,  V.  B.f  paM ;  the  whole  on  a  complicated 
engine-turned  pattern  of  red  and  black  on  a 
white  ground.  These  three  curious  essays 
are  in  the  collection  of  the  same  amateur. 

The  beautiful  profile  of  our  Queen  has 
been  recently  reproduced,  in  mauve  colour, 
on  the  new  2-cent  Nova  Scotian  stamp. 
These  stamps  are  intended  for  the  payment 
of  letters  of  troops. 

We  have  just  come  into  possession  of  some 
of  the  exquisitely-engraved  Pacific  Steam 
Navigation  stamps — the  ^  oz.  1  real,  and 
the  I  oz.  2  reales ;  each  value  being  printed 
both  in  green  and  yellow. 

In  the  '  Illustrations  *  of  Moens  are  en- 
graved tico  individuals  of  the  rare  Reunion 
•tamps,  one  only  of  which    (the  30  cents) 


was  noticed  in  Mr.  Brown's  early  editions. 
The  15  c.  is  very  similar,  but  the  ]>attem 
even  more  fantastical.  We  have  heard  them 
mentioned  as  first  appearing  in  1862,  but 
they  were  in  continental  catalogues  long 
before  that  date,  and  are  now  so  rare  as  to 
be  almost  unattainable.  We  have  only  seen 
one  specimen. 

There  has  been  an  issue  of  essays  of  the 
United  States  stamps  in  black.  We  have 
seen  the  90  c,  24  c,  and  30  c. :  the  latter, 
rather  a  poor-looking  stamp  generally,  comes 
out  exceedingly  well  in  black.  The  5  c, 
moreover,  has  been  printed  in  olive,  green, 
red,  and  other  colours. 

The  postage-stamp  mania  has  penetrated 
to  the  remote  regions  of  Cuba.  We  under- 
stand the  young  people  there  are  as  eager 
for  collecting  as  they  are  here.  The  con- 
sequence is  that  the  postal  authorities  have 
allowed  two  series  of  essays  to  be  struck  off 
from  the  casts  of  the  Cuba  stamps.  We 
apprehend  this  was  done  expressly  for  the 
sake  of  having  something  novel  to  send  to 
Europe  in  excliange  for  desiderata.  We 
have  seen  the  |,  1,  and  2  r.  plata  printed  in 
black,  and  the  same  values  in  bright  red. 

British  Guiana  has  once  more  favoured  us 
with  a  change,  not  only  in  pattern,  but  in 
values.  A  48  c.  and  a  G  c.  is  just  issued, 
and  we  have  seen  the  green  24  c.  of  similar 
pattern.  Most  probably  what  other  values 
are  continued  will  likewise  follow  in  the 
same  wake.  The  stamps  are  a  trifle  larger 
than  the  lust  issue.  The  usual  ship  is  en- 
closed in  a  round  garter  which  bears  the 
stereotyped  motto.  Above  is  B,  Gaiarut ; 
and  below,  the  value  in  letters.  At  the  four 
comers  the  date  of  the  current  year  [18G3] 
in  figures  as  before.  The  48  c.  is  pink,  and 
the  6  c.  blue ;  which  looks  as  though  the 
8  c.  and  4  c.  were  to  be  discontiimed. 

The  anticipated  l-fr.  Swiss,  like  the  60  c, 
has  not  been  true  to  its  (proposed)  colour ; 
in  lieu  of  carmine,  it  turns  out  to  be  gold  on 
white.  The  colour  of  the  South  Australian 
one  shilling  is  changed  to  brown.  The 
Indian  2  an.  is  now  pale  yellow  iiistead  of 
oi*aiige. 

We  have  to  describe  also  a  new  stamp  in 
Holland,  for  the  use  of  her  Indian  po.sses- 
sions.     It  is  a  handsome-looking  specimen, 
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printed  in  red  on  white,  bearing  the  head  of 
King  William  III.,  looking  to  the  left-,  poH 
Zegel  at  the  bottom,  and  10  cents  at  the  top ; 
on  the  left  side  is  N&Jer,  and  on  the  right, 

There  is  a  very  singular-looking  indivi- 
dual that  has  just  emanated  from  the  United 
States.     The  printing  is  black  on  white.     It 
hae  in  the  centre  a  head  nearly  filling  the 
whole  field  of  the  stamp,  inscribed  in  on 
oval  1  IJ.  S.  postage,  above ;  iivo  cenU,  below  ; 
the  figure  2  in  each  of  the  upper,  and  U.  S. 
in  the  lower  comcrc.      The  head  is  that  of 
Oeueral   Jackson  (not  Stonewall),  anil  its 
eoiiformation  is  very  peculiar,  the  eyes  being 
as  near  as  possible  half  way  between  thi-  top 
of  the   head    and    the    chin.      The    closed 
mouth,    scarcely   showing 
any  lip,  is  perfectly  Ameri- 
can.    Thei-e  is  a  fine  head 
of  white  hair,  brushed  up 
from    the   forehead,    very 
much  afYer  the  fa.'ihion  at 
the  wigs  of  the    time   of 
Oeorge  III. 

A  new  United  States 
enveloj)e  stamp  appeared 
simultuneunsly  with  the  above,  value  2  cents. 
It  is  black  on  bufi';.the  head  (a  profile)  and 
lettering  in  relief;  U.  S/  iiuefaoc  above ;  tico 
cents  below ;  and  the  figui-e  2  on  each  side. 
The  head  on  this  stamp  is  also  intendeil  for 
General  Jackson,  from  a  bust  taken  at  mid- 
dle age.  The  portmit  on  the  adhesive  stamp 
is  from  one  taken  in  extreme  old  age. 

It  is  very  singular  that  the  Confederate 
government  has  chosen  the  same  general  for 
immortalisation  on  one  of  it-s  stumps  which 
was  issued  in  June  last.  This  latter  is  red 
on  white,  and  the  head  n<it  tilling  so  much 
of  the  atiinip,  has  a  better  efiect. 

Another  new  Confederate  stamp  hears  the 
hea<l  of  Colquhoun  (■■)  to  the  right,  in  an 
oval  containing,  above,  j/ontai/c;  below,  10 
aeiitg;  on  the  right  and  left,  fha  Confederate 
SMes  of' Aiiicnni.  It  is  blue  on  white.  The 
head  of  this  individual  is  also  remarkable  for 
gi-eat  depth  of  foi-ehead.  Wc  camiot  answer 
for  con-ectness  of  nomenclature  with  regard 
to  these  heads:  we  give  the  names  as  we 
received  them. 

We  regret  haviji^'  no  apace  to  describe  two 


obsolete  Polish  envolopea  for  the  city  of 
Warsaw  in  the  present  number,  besides  the 
seven  individuals  before  alluded  to,  and 
about  a  dozen  others.     We  hope  to  be  able 

to  do  so  in  our  next  isene. 

ADDENDA  TO  MOUNT   BROWNS 
CATALOGUK   OF   POSTAGE  STAMPS, 


^asoiig. 

The  recent  issue  of  Saxony  was  fnlly  do- 
scribed  in  our  last  nnmber :  we  recapitulate 
for  the  sake  of  uniformity.  Wo  have  seen 
the  5  n.  g.  of  the  last  issue,  brown. 

1863.  Name  [Sncliseii]  and  valne  in 
oval  baud,  circumscribing 
crowned  arms  in  white  re- 
lief on  field  of  colour  on 
white  ;  comers  filled  up 
with  pattern  : — 3  pf.  green, 
J  n.  g.  scarlet.  Same  de- 
vice ;  comers  vacant  : — 1 
n.  g.  rose,  2  n.  g.  blue,  3 
n.  g.  brown,  5  n.  g.  lilac.  A  specimen  of 
the  new  issue  is  engraved. 

KNVELOPES. 

Arms  embossed  on  coloured  ground,  in- 
scribed in  engine-turned  oral  biuid  denoting 
name  and  value  ;  stamp  to  the  right,  bnt 
inscription  to  the  left  of  the  envelope ;  the 
four  higher  vnlues  only ;  colours  the  same  aa 
in  the  corresponding  adhesives. 

The  stamps  of  this  colony  remain  in  stitta 

SmU  gusltalis. 

The  shilling  stamp  of  this  colony  is  now 
brownish  lilac. 

Spin. 

We  would  caution  our  readers  against  a 
forged  series  of  all  the  early  issues  of  this 
countiy.  Specimens  of  them  were  sent  us 
for  inspection  from  the  continent  avowedly 
fictitious.  The  stamp  mcinia  having  now 
peuotmted  to  Cuba  and  South  America,  in 
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which  places  these  wonderfully  rare  epeci- 
Dieos  would  most  probably  be  fonnd,  collec- 
tors need  not  now  despair  of  procuring  them 
genuine.       In    the    interim,  ^ 

they  mnat  be  content  nith  M 
exhibiting  the  copies,  as  tg 
the  mnltifft-  B 
9  changes  in  the  Spanish  P' 
atftinpe.  An  engraving  is  V 
^Ten   of    one   of    the    1851    g 

The  1  real  of  1854  is  not  black,  but  pluni- 
rolonred  on  white.  The  4  cnartos  of  1855 
ia  brownish  lake  as  well  as  carmine.  The  4 
coartos  of  186tJ  in  rather  dull  scarlet  thaii 
lake.  The  4  cnartos  of  1857  ia  found  in 
two  distinct  colonra— rose  on  white,  and 
dall  scarlet  on  tinted  paper.  The  1  real  of 
(his  issue  is  light  blue  and  dark  blue ;  and 
die  2  realea  in  reddish  and  bluish  lilac,  as 
well  as  chocolate.  The  12  cuartos  of  1860 
was  on  yellow ish-tinted  and  on  white  paper. 
The  1 2  cnartos  and  2  reales  of  the  present 
Beriea  are  sometimes  on  pink-tinted  paper. 


OKI" 


Thai 


AIIKLS. 

now  sti-aw-coloured. 


CUBA,  HAYTI,  AND  POHTO  niOO. 

In  the  present  number  we  have  alluded  to 
the  black  and  red  essays  of  Cuba,  the  former 
'if  which  are  mentioned  in  Mount  Brown's 
fiinrth  edition.  We  have  seen  some  older 
itsues  of  Cuba  in  continental  collections,  but 
(■annot  describe  with  sufficient  accuracy  from 
memory.  We  ahall  see  them  again  shortly, 
and  will  not  fail  to  take  notes  for  the  benetit 
of  our  readers. 

PUILIPPINE     ISI,AN[)S. 

The  1  r.  y  of  1864  and  '55  ia  black,  not 
browTi.  We  have  the  2  r.  green  of  the  same 
iHirue,  and  have  elsewhei-e  noticed  the  5 
martofl  red. 

Of  the  later  issuG  there  are  two  quite  dis- 
tinct varieties  of  the  5  cuartos.  The  one  is 
slmoet  identical  in  design  with  the  10  c.  ruse 
—the  head  being  nearer  the  top  than  the  bot- 
tom of  the  circle  in  which  it  lies  ;  the  other 
has  the  same  inscription,  but  the  letters  and 
fipires  are  smaller;  and  the  head  is  a  fac- 
■imile  of  that  on  tho  Cuba  stamps,  and  those 
uf  the  1855,  6,  and  7  issues  of  Spain. 


WILLIAM   MULREADY,  R.A. 

It  may  interest  some  of  our  stamp- collecting 
friends  to  read  the  following  observations  of  a 
writer  in  a  late  number  of  the  Atkoitviim,  on 
the  character  and  talents  of  W.  Mulready, 
Esq.,  R.A,,  the  designer  of  the  envelopes  now 
known  by  his  name,  and  which — owing  to 
the  short  time  they  were  in  use  (viz.  six 
months)— are  now  so  rare. 

'  One  of  the  oldest  and  best-known  artists 
of  this  ago  has  gone  from  amongst  us.  Last 
Tuesday  will  be  remembered  for  a  long  time 
OS  the  day  of  the  death  of  William  Muli-cady, 
a  painter,  during  who^e  long  life  many 
changes  have  occurred,  and  niach  general, 
and  therefore  sound,  advance  in  English  Art 
has  taken  place.  To  this  advance  no  indi- 
vidual, either  amongst  the  now  living  or  the 
dead,  contributeil  so  successfullj',  so  earnestly, 
thoughtfully,  and  unscllishly  as  Mulready. 
.Several  generations  of  students  have  received 
the  kindly  counsel  and  genial,  but  not  there- 
fore thoughtless,  encouragement  which  Mul- 
ready was  willing  to  give  to  the  poor,  the 
rich,  the  swift  of  thought,  the  tardy  in  con- 
ception, the  laborious,  or  the  superficial.  To 
the  veiy  Inst,  so  late  as  the  evening  before 
his  death,  this  faitlifnl  student  -a  student, 
boni  in  17^6  (the  jein-  before  [.awrence  came 
to  London),  who  came  to  London  about 
seventy  years  ago — drew  in  tho  Life  School 
of  the  Academy  ti^thcr  with  some  youths 
whose  grandfathers  were  his  contemporaries. 
Mulready  was  fifteen  when  admitted  a  stu- 
dent of  the  Academy.  Ho  came  fi-om  Enuis, 
being  born  while  his  country  was  in  the 
fervent  simmer  of  insurrection,  and  the 
armed  bodies  of  "  volunteers  "  disturbed  the 
Englisli  Government. 

*  Baiik^,  tho  seulplor,  of  whom  the  deceased 
always  spoke  not  only  gratefDlIy,  but  in  high 
appi-eciation  of  his  artistic  powei-s,  was 
Mulready's  first  instructor,  having  allowed 
him  to  work  in  his  studio  gratuitously,  and 
having  given  him  all  the  professional  counsel 
that  was  needed.  Neither  master  nor  pupil 
thought  this  was  much,  for  Mulready  was 
always  of  opinion,  and  no  one  could  be  said 
to  have  had  greater  experience  in  teaching 
art,  that  to  keep  u  pupil  out  uf  error  was  uU 
a  good  master  could  serviceably  do.     Tlio 
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system  adopted  by  the  painter  was  no  small 
portion  of  his  life,  and  deserves  to  be  stated 
here,  because  it  was  put  in  practice  in  his 
boyhood  and  only  relinquished  when  all  had 
to  be  relinquished.  Mulreadv's  practice  was 
a  singularly  fortunate  example  of  singleness 
of  aim  steadfastly  pursued.  He  married 
young,  and  not  happily;  devoting  himself 
fullv  to  study,  he  underwent  labour  in  art 
sucn  as  would  daunt  most  men,  while  few, 
unless  gifted  with  his  perfect  constitution, 
would  even  attempt  it.  Deriving  his  know- 
ledge of  art  from  practice  in  its  strictest 
sense,  he — ^in  youth  from  poverty,  and,  when 
in  better  circumstances,  holding  that  Nature, 
as  she  came  before  himself,  was  the  best 
instructress — never  visited  the  great  centres 
of  European  art. 

'  Mulready  always  drew  with  ihe  greatest 
completeness  in  execution  ;  in  the  treatment 
of  minor  things  nothing  could  exceed  his 
attention  to  detail.  Innumerable  studies 
attest  this  practice,  and  his  felicity  bore 
wltncsstoitssuccess.  Hewouldreproducewith 
extraordinary  facility  the  details  of  foliage, 
not  only  from  one  but  several  points  of  view, 
and  prepare  exquisite  memoranda  of  the  bark 
of  trees,  and  dissect  flowers  with  the  care  of 
an  anatomist,  his  aim  being  thoroughly  to 
understand  the  things  that  came  in  his  way. 
Great  boughs  of  trees  he  drew  with  the 
utmost  minuteness  and  noble  breadth,  such 
as  is  rarely  attained  by  artists  even  of  the 
greatest  schools.  Thus,  he  would  render  the 
subtleties  of  every  curve,  or  foreshortening 
of  each  leaf,  in  a  way  that  was  delightful  to 
study.  He  made  similar  studies  of  the  colour 
of  details,  and  carried  these  principles  into 
every  department  of  art. 

'  The  result  of  this  system  was  that  the 
painter's  various  pictures  represent  grades  of 
advancement  secured  step  by  step  in  execu- 
tion. Like  most  young  men,  he  began  with 
grand  subjects,  and  produced  "  Ulysses  and 
Polyphemus,"  "The  Disobedient  Prophet," 
&c.  P]ven  in  these  works  sound  and  solid 
workmanship  bore  testimony  to  the  value  of 
his  system  and  the  skill  of  the  artist.  Not 
satisfied  with  the  ability  thus  displayed,  he 
continued  his  studies  in  a  still  more  rigid 
manner,  copying  the  most  powerful  of  the 
Dutch  painters'  works,  Jan  Steen,  and  others, 


and  painting  from  nature  in  the  neighboar* 
hood  of  his  life-long  residence  at  Bayswater, 
which  was  then  a  rural  village,  and  supplying 
in  the  famous  "Kensington  Gravel  Pits" 
the  school  of  more  than  one  great  landscape- 
painter. 

'It  is  hardly  necessary  to  sum  up  tbe 
technical  merits  of  Mulready's  pictures.  He 
was  a  humorist,  without  a  shade  of  malice; 
his  laugh  had  nothing  sardonic.  As  thorongh 
a  lover  of  domestic  life  as  Wilkie,  he  added 
to  that  feeling  in  colour,  tone,  and  drawing, 
an  art-powet  which  was  a  thousand  years  in 
advance  of  the  Scotch  artist.  In  expression, 
no  genre  painter  surpassed  Mulready:  no- 
thing could  be  more  genial  and  characteristic 
than  his  works.  He  added  love  for  homely 
beauty  to  these  excellencies,  as  in  ^The 
Wedding  Gt)wn,"  which  is  inestimable.  In 
some  respects  one  might  call  him,  so  highly 
should  the  last-named  quality  be  prized  tbe 
Raphael  of  genre  painters.  Personally,  no 
man  was  more  esteemed — indeed,  reverenced 
— by  the  young  artists  who  had  grown  up 
about  him,  none  more  aflectionately  regarded 
by  his  brother  painters.  His  manliness, 
simplicity,  and  landly  heart,  drew  people's 
regard  without  consideration  of  professional 
honours.  Always  strong  in  body,  Mulready 
was,  while  age  permitted,  devoted  to  manly 
sports  :  a  boxer,  a  great  walker,  swimmer, 
and  cricketer.  Altogether  he  was  a  brave 
man.     Peace  be  with  him  ! ' 


AN  AMERICAN  TRICK. 

HIGHLY  IMPORTANT.— WE  WILL  SEND,  on  reodptof 
Z5  ceuU,  a  beAutiful  Steel  Engraving  of  Qen.  Jaokmi, 
the  Hero  of  New  Orleans.    Address,  C.  B.  &  Co.,  EUssbeUx 
port,  N.  J. 

The  above  advertisement  recently  appeared 
in  the  New  York  Herald,  under  the  head  of 
*  Fine  Arts.'  It  is  a  most  plansible  and 
innocent-looking  announcement,  and  one 
which  few  would  suspect  as  intended  U) 
effect  the  extraction  of  postage  currency 
from  the  pockets  of  the  unwaiy.  Yet  we 
regret  to  state  that  such  is  the  case.  The 
hallowed  memory  of  Old  Hickory  has  been 
desecrated  by  a  Jeremy  Diddler ;  and  the 
affectionate  veneration  in  which  he  is  held 
by  a  grateful  people  has  been  taken  advan- 
tage of  byan  impecunious  vagabond  to  fraudu- 
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kntlj  replenish  his  collapsed  porte-monnaie. 
Bat  let  us  not  do  injustice,  even  to  the  un- 
worthy. The  patrons  of  *  C.  B.  (&  Co.*  did 
each  receive  a  '  beautiful  steel  engraving ' — 
not  of  the  largest  size,  it  is  true,  but  still  an 
excellent  work  of  art,  and  a  capital  likeness 
of  the  *  Hero  of  New  Orleans.'  So  far,  all 
was  *  on  the  square ' — the  only  irregularity 
which  a  strict  moralist  could  detect  in  the 
transaction  being  the  fact  that  the  *  engra- 
ving' consisted  of  a  specimen  of  the  new 
hco-cent  stamp  which  was  issued  on  the  1st 
of  July!  Unfortunately  for  *C.  B.  A  Co.,' 
they  are  likely  to  find  to  their  cost  that  the 
sale  of  postage  stamps  in  the  States  for  a 
greater  amount  than  the  value  expressed  on 
their  fiBw«,  is  one  of  the  *  fine  arts '  the  prac- 
tice of  which  is  attended  with  disagreeable 
consequences,  being  forbidden,  under  heavy 
penalties,  by  Act  of  Congress. 

MOURNING  STAMPS. 

A  nw  days  since,  a  female  entered  the  post 
office  in  Pekin,  Ilh'nois,  for  the  purpose  of 
mailing  a  letter  to  a  friend  who  is  in  the 
army.  Calling  for  an  envelope,  and  while 
depositing  the  document  therein,  she  gravely 
informed  the  postmaster  that  it  contained 
Tery  bad  news, — no  less  than  the  decease  of 
a  beloved  nephew.  As  she  dilated  upon  the 
melancholy  theme,  her  feelings  became  very 
mnch  excited,  and  the  epistle  being  duly 
sealed  and  superscribed,  she  in  sorrowing 
tones  inquired,  *  If  the  gentleman  would  be 
kind  enough  to  place  a  bUick  postage  stamp 
npon  it,  that  her  friend  might  know  there  was 
a  death  in  the  letter  before  she  opened  it  ?  ' 
Notwithstanding  the  moumfiil  tone  in 
which  the  question  was  propounded,  the 
Government  ofBcial  could  not  restrain  his 
risibilities,  and  was  compelled  to  answer 
that '  Uncle  Sam  had  not  yet  furnished  his 
deputies  with  any  postage  stamps  especially 
^pted  to  mourning  purposes.'  This  an- 
noancement  seemed  very  much  to  surprise 
the  good  woman,  who  was  also  equally 
shocked  at  the  want  of  feeling  displayed  by 
the  government  in  not  furnishing  itis  children 
^th  such  an  outward  sign  of  inward  woe ; 
for,  to  use  her  own  expression,  *  It  would  be 
so  convenient.' — Uniied  States  Mail, 


REVIEWS  OP  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

IfUemaiimud  Postage*  Stamp  Review,  Lon- 
don :  Wilks. 
Opkns  well,  with  abundance  of  promises 
which  the  postage  stamp  collecting  coterie 
will  thankfully  welcome,  if  fulfilled.  There 
is  a  furious  and  merited  diatribe  against  the 
vendors  of  fictitious  specimens;  but  we 
doubt  the  propriety  of  appending  the  epithet 
of  '  acknowledged  respectability '  to  the 
names  of  such. 

The  new  Saxons  and  Austrians,  but  not 
the  Lubecks,  are  described;  and  we  think 
the  2-gr  Bremen  scarcely  comes  imder  the 
denomination  of  new  at  four  months'  expiry. 

The  Austrian  complementaries  are  alluded 
to ;  and  we  are  glad  to  avail  ourselves  of  this 
opportunity  of  clearing  up  the  mystery  that 
has  so  long  hovered  round  them.  Their 
filling  up  the  four  otherwise  vacant  spaces 
in  each  sheet  of  Austrian  and  Venetian 
stamps  has  been  long  known,  but  their  em- 
ployment or  nut  for  postal  purposes  has 
been  hitherto  hidden  as  the  sources  of  the 
Nile.  They  were  not  tfUended  for  use,  but 
the  post-office  clerks  frequently  found  them 
conveniently  at  hand  to  affix  to  returned  or 
insufficiently-paid  letters  ;  their  being  adhe- 
sive saving  the  trouble  of  sticking  on  plain 
pieces  of  paper.  They  were  thus  utilised, 
not  for  the  sake  of  their  &ces,  but  their 
backs;  and  for  this  reason  many  of  them 
have  by  chance  borne  the  postage  mark. 
We  had  this  information  but  a  day  or  two 
since  from  the  possessor  of  the  finest  collec- 
tion of  postage  stamps  we  have  yet  seen, 
and  who  kindly  presented  us  with  seven 
specimens  that  have  never  appeared  in  any 
catalogue. 

We  are  quite  of  the  editor's  opinion,  that 
the  collection  of  postage  stamps  is  by  no 
means  on  the  decrease,  but  quite  the  con- 
trary. It  may  have  subsided  a  little  in 
London,  but  has  ramified  into  the  country 
towns  of  England,  and,  as  has  been  re- 
marked elsewhere,  to  distant  parts  of  the 
world. 

If  one  of  the  contributors  had  read  our 
magazine  regularly,  he  would  have  seen  it 
long  since  pronounced  on  authority,  that  the 
hero  of  the  anecdote  related  by  Miss  Mar- 


128 


THE  STAMP  COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE.       [Sept.  1, 1863. 


tinean  was  not  Rowland  Hill,  but  Samuel 
Taylor  Coleridge. 

The  editor,  professing  to  give  a  com- 
plete catalogue  of  postage  stamps,  should 
not  have  omitted  mention  in  his  very  first 
quotation — Belgium — of  the  rare  but  un- 
doubtedly genuine  yelloiv  essay,  10  cents,  of 
that  country.  We  wish  every  success  to  the 
publication,  and  take  leave  with  one  more 
objection — that  the  last  word  of  the  eleventh 
line  of  the  fourth  page  is  not  according  to 
Murray. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

PRINCE   CONSORT  POSTAGE  STAMP. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collectou's  Magazine.' 

Siu, — Can  any  of  your  numerous  correspondents  help 
me  to  any  partieulaiis  relating  to  an  English  essay  that 
appears  to  liavo  hitherto  escaped  all  notice  ?  It  is  simi- 
lar in  all  respects  to  the  black  penny  Victoria  Stamp  of 
1840;  letters  F.  J.  in  the  lower  corners  only;  but  in 
place  of  the  Queen's  head,  it  is  that  of  Prince  Albert  to 
the  left.  I  have  six  of  them,  in  two  rows  of  three  each, 
found  among  some  old  letters,  evidently  torn  from  a 
sheet,  and  apparently  engraved  by  the  same  hands  which 
had  produced  those  established  for  general  use.  Was 
there  tiny  project  of  using  the  Prince  Consort's  head  on 
the  stumps  instead  of  the  Queen's— a  proposition  over- 
ruled by  more  redective  heads  ? 

London.  J.  H.  BURN. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collectok's  Maoazu^e.' 

SiH, — Will  you  allow  me  to  give  my  testimony  in 
regard  to  the  Uoiomlfo  stamps  ?  1  received  letters  from 
New  Zealand  by  that  unfortunate  ship,  all  the  outside 
stamps  of  which  had  been  washed  off,  but  one  of  them 
happened  to  have  some  colonial  stamps  enclosed.  All 
the  penny  vermilion  New  Zealands  were  changed  to  dark 
brown,  and  the  twopenny  blue  to  blue-bluck.  I  have 
preserved  two  in  my  collection  as  curiosities.  I  may 
also  mention  that  the  last  mail  brought  mo  what  I  think 
must  be  a  new  issue  of  I  he  twopenny  New  Zealand.  It 
is  on  very  thin  paper,  without  watermark,  of  the  new 
blue  colour,  but  very  pale. 

Believe  me,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 
Brighton,  VEKITAS. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Coli^ctok's  Magazine.* 

Sir, — Knowing  that  you  are  desirous,  through  the 
columns  of  your  invaluable  magazine,  to  furnish  col- 
lectors with  every  particular  concerning  stamps,  both 
obsolete  and  in  present  use,  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending 
a  description  of  a  specimen  which  I  saw  some  few  days 
back  in  an  eiitensive  collection,  and  which  I  beUove  has 
not  yet  been  described  in  any  postal  publication.  The 
stamp  to  which  I  allude  emanated  from  Bremen,  and  in 
design  is  similar  to  the  o  s.  gr.  of  that  town,  but  its 
value  is  1  s.  gr.,  aud  it  is  printed  in  blue  on  white  paper. 
A  hostv  glance  ut  this  stump  would  doubtless  to  many 
(as  it  (lid  to  myself)  suggest  the  idea  that  it  is  one  of  the 
*  chemical  family,'   being  the  o  s.  gr.  just  alluded  to 


changed  in  colour ;  but  on  a  closer  examination  it  ii 
clearly  seen,  that  in  this  individual  we  have  a  specimen 
whose  existence  has  been  doubtless  hitherto  generally 
unknown.  The  stamp  being  post-marked  (with  the  word 
Bremen  in  an  oblong),  I  presume  we  shall  be  justified 
in  cataloguing  it  us  a  ncwfy-acquired  specimen  ? 
I  am,  Sir,  vours  ol>edientlv, 
London.  THOMAS  WILLUM  KITT. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collector's  Maoazise,' 

Sir,— On  looking  attentively  at  the  old  Baden  and 
Wurteniburg  stamps  (with  figure),  I  observe  some  pecu- 
liarities hitherto  unnoticed  in  them,  viz.,  the  indication 
of  the  date— 6M  of  Aprils  1850.  This  applies  to  the 
1  kr.  white,  3  kr.  green,  6  kr.  yellow,  9  kr.  pink,  of  the 
so-cnlled  issue  of  1855 ;  the  3  kr.  blue — which  by  fome 
is  called  an  issue  of  18o9  !  ;  the  I  kr.  buff,  3  kr.  yellow, 
and  6  kr.  green,  1851 ;  where^is  all  of  the  Baden  aod 
Wurteniburg  stamps  (and  I  suppose  the  I  kr.  black  of 
Bavaria)  with  large  figure  in  the  middle  were  issued  on 
the  same  daif^  6th  of  April,  1850.  This  will  be  found 
on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  stamp.  I  mean  by  this  to 
throw  a  doubt  on  the  realitt/  of  the  various  shades  of  the 
3  kr.,  &c.,  especially  as  green  can  be  so  easily  changed 
to  blue  by  acids,  and  also  white  to  buff. 

I  beg  to,  tell  you  also  that  the  French  10  c.  a  percevoir 
is  now  no  longer  used,  and  is  already  rare  in  Kmncc; 
unused  specimens  being  sold  in  Boulogne  for  as  much  as 
75  c.  (7 id.)  for  each  impression. 

If  these  facts  would  be  useful  to  your  valuable  maga- 
zine, they  are  quite  at  your  service. 

Believe  me,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

J.  m;  stourton. 

Bouloffne-eur-  Mer. 

ANSWERS   TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

R.  Harvey.— The  stamp  vou  refer  to  is  the  new 
2-cent  United  States  stamp.  There  is  also  an  envelope 
stamp  of  the  same  denomination  just  issued.  A  descrip- 
tion of  each  will  be  found  in  the  present  number,  under 
our  usual  notice  of  the  newly-issued  stamps. 

*  MuLREADV.'— An  unobfiterated  copy  of  the  bbck 
penny  Mulready  envelope  is  seldom  to  be  met  with. 
You  may  procure  a  used  specimen  of  almost  any  dealer, 
at  prices  varying  from  one  shilling  to  half  a  crown. 

Nelly. — In  the  May  number  of  this  Magaxine  will  be 
found  an  ably-written  article  by  Dr.  Grny,  of  the  British 
Museum,  which  gives  a  full  description  of  the  English 
Essay  stampi  referred  to  in  your  letter. 

Karl  Yancauwenburo,  Amsterdam.— The  reason 
of  your  not  i-eceiving  the  foreign  postage  stamp  given 
away  with  each  number  of  the  Stamp  Collector's  MuffH' 
zine^  will  be  found  in  our  Notice  on  the  last  page  of  the 
present  number. 

Donald  Mc  Neil,  Aberdeen. — There  t>  such  a  stamp 
as  the  hal/'fiima  red  India.  One  was  sold  but  a  few 
days  since  for  as  much  as  a  guinea.  The  specimen 
alluded  to  had  passed  the  post,  and  there  is  not  the 
slightest  doubt  oi  its  being  a  bona  fide  stamp. 

Edward  Hamilton.— The  article  you  refer  to  ap- 

S eared  in  Once  a  Wetk^  No.  215.    It  is  entitled  *Tiin- 
romanie,'  and  consists  for  the  most  port  of  extracts 
from  the  Stamp  Collect oi-^e  Magazine. 

Athens. — Tiie  stamps  of  the  Ionian  Islands  will,  «e 
e.xpect,  be  shortly  superseded  by  those  of  Greece. 

IIrnri  BBR.VNOBU,  Bordeau.x.— The  English  envelope 
stamps  of  the  higher  values  cuuuot  be  piocui*ed  at  tuu 
post-otfices,  but  must  be  ordered  expressly  from  the  olfico 
of  lulaud  itovcuue,  Somerset  House,  London. 
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F.  IIoLmxo,  Ixindon. — The  Canada  10  cents  brown 
(bust  of  Prince  Albert  to  right)  ivill  bo  found  catab'gued 
in  llount  Brown's^  fourth  edition. — We  believe  it  was 
originally  intended  to  issue  the  60  c.  and  1  f.  Helvetia 
ullowand  carmine.  Their  change  to  brown  was  sub- 
wqueutly  determined  upon.— If  the  head  of  the  lion  on 
vour  1  qiiattr  black  and  I  soldi  yellow  Tuscany  is  *  more 
like  the  he:id  of  a  man  than  tliat  of  a  lion,*Ve  should 
certainly  pronounce  them  to  be  forgeries. 

E.  J.  S. — The  stamp  of  the  Argen- 
tine ConfeJeration  you  forward  us 
for  inspection  is  a  badly-executed 
forgery.  The  genuine  stamp,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  engra- 
ving, has  the  cap  of  Liberty,  which 
is  omitted  in  your  specimen.  Also 
the  inscription  on  th^  genuine  stamp 
is  Conftfi'*^  Argentina^  not  Confe«» 
Argentina.  W  e  advise  you  to  pro- 
cure a  copy  of  Messrs.  Lewes  and 
I'emberton's  pamphlet,  which  will  greatly  aid  you  in 
detecting  forged  stamps. 

K.  8.,  Oxford. — The  difference  of  colour  in  the  ex- 
pected and  actual  new  stamps  of  Helvetia  has  been  re- 
Bwrked  elsewhere. — The  ttnpennv  Engli  h  was  disused 
before  perforations  were  adopted;  it  is  consequently 
nerer  found  perforated,  nor  has  it  been  used  for  enve- 
loDes.  The  sixpenny  and  fourpenny  are  now  priiited 
lioe  by  side,  after  the  United  States  fashion,  to  form  a 
tenpenny  envelope.— The  U.  S.  V.  0  1  cent,  black  on 
rose,  with  the  letters  L.  P.  on  each  side  of  the  value 
below,  is  wanting  in  Mr.  Brown's  Catalogue. — We 
believe  the  2-aiina  Indian  stamps  were  returned. — The 
Ammcan  lo<nl  stamps  are  the  emanations  of  piivute 
speculators  in  New  York  and  elsewhere,  and  supply  the 
want  of  district  post-oflBces. 

Alpha,  Leed:^. — llie  later  general  issue  of  the  United 
States  stamps  may  be  readily  known  from  the  former, 
by  noticing  the  letters  U.  S.  in  each  of  the  lower  angles. 
J.  X.  NuTTEB,  Montreal,  Canada. — The  1  cent  and 
iWpenny  Canada  are  chemically  changed  in  colour ; 
bat  tne  Canada  newspaper  wrapper  we  have  never  seen 
Wore,  consequently  can  give  no  information  respecting 
it.  It  is  very  badly  executed,  and  we  should  scarcely 
tbink  it  was  a  bona  fide  postage  stamp. 

JoHSf  WiLKiE  — ^No  special  stamps  have  been  issued 
^  Gibraltar.  The  English  postage  stamps  do  service 
there. 

E.  N.  Davis,  Liverpool. — We  believe  the  error  in  the 
P*en  1  cents  Boyd's  Citv  Exprt*ss  you  send  for  inspec- 
tion to  be  a  blunder  of  iW  engraver. 

H.  o.—If  this  correspondent's  eyes  are  not  sufficiently 
i<^te  to  distinguish  the  excessively  minute  tigures  on 
tWthc  blue  ErigUsh  stamps  ol  the  present  issue,  he  will 
^*^ily  deti-ct  them  wilh  a  magnifier,  which  will  be 
^«wid  gcneralh'  convenient  fur  apprehending  slight 
pwTiliariiies  in'difterent  varieties.  Itoth  figures  are  on 
a  liDf  with  the  mouth  of  the  Queen. 

1'at,  BttOMsoBuvE.— We  have  alluded  to  the  Irish  six- 
penny Petty  Sesi»ions  stamiM  in  the  last  number. 

W.  T.  Shuktt. — The  black  penny  V.  R,  English  has 
^*^  sold  for  as  much  as  a  sovereign,  and  the  large  Bra- 
zilian 90  reis  for  30tf. 

J.  Levy,  Plymouth. — Your  Java  stamp  may  be  a 
nt^upaper  or  receipt  impre.-sion .  ITie  legend  is  Dutch ; 
bQt  «rc  do  not  understand  that  tongue. 

J.  A.,  Hertford.— The  I2|-c.  Canada,  as  well  as  the 
^^ers,  the  I  cent,  and  one  halfpenny  of  that  colony, 
Kud  niany  of  the  stumps  of  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia, 
^  Ke«'fouadland,  Lave  been  printed  in  black  as  essays. 


*,  Ai»VERTi.sEMENT8  for  iiiscHiou  in  llic  .Stamp  CoLL'^croM's 
M%n\ziKE.  should  rcjich  the  «»flSce.  13  George  StntJt, 
Bath,  in»t  Utcr  tluiu  the  lOth  of  the  montli. 


T  OOK  BEFOKE  YOU  PURCHASE.-  C.  K.  JONES, 

I  i  59,  n  irlow  Wm<,  Ardwick.  Mitneh-vtcr.  ■  iidii  aX\  kin.-Ui  of  PiMtrnKV 
K:»mpfi  on  ini{>'<'lioii  uii  roc^pt  of  st^mpid  eiiv<^1op«>.  C.  K.  J.  %\an 
vtKnt*  Xifn'.n  mid  furrrspoiidnnt^  In  all  part*  of  KngUnd.  Ireland,  and 
Keotl^nd,  and  In  Kr.wico.  K.vitx^rland,  B>Ig1nin,  <»i^n%nv.  H^mburv.  also 
In  aU  the  wIinoN  thiTPin.  CommisAlon  allonrd,  13  "per  cpnt.  off  th« 
l'»vre»  trAd<»  price.  Apply  at  once  to  tho  above.  I>.H.~6t«inps  and  Col- 
lections b<!a^lit  to  any  amount. 


1000    I'nOTOGRAPHIC    rORTUAlTS    for   ONE 

L\J\J\J    Sllll.l.lXa.  -Just  puhlUhod.  cari.«  de  visit©  sUe,  beau.'inillr 

,  lOJO  Mlcm«eop>  Portraits  of  Kmlnent  Pemona^^iMi.    Prlc^  1  '*; 

• "     AddreM,  HTArruao  Smith  *  Smith.  13,  Oeorge  Street.  B«tb 


ex  -eat  d. 
p«j«t  fhje,  l/I. 


MESSRS.  HOOPER  k  FORWARD,  1,  Hanover 
C^rtirt,  MHt^m  Btre«4,  London.  K.C.  Foreign  PostHire  Htamps 
Bon^ht,  Kdld,  or  Kxeliangrd.  The  UrKmi  sf^ek  of  KorHmi  Pn«ta  -e 
Stamps,  and  the  cheapest  Dealers  In  the  trodf .  Thj.|r  Price  IJrt  for 
H^.cmbcr  now  ready,  describing  Ibrm,  eolour,  value,  dat^  of  Imun,  *c..  of 
loOO  vArit^lcs.  This  1^  th»  eheap->st  and  m  is'  comprehensive  yet  pub- 
lished. ?5ent.  nest  free,  on  r^^lpt  of  a  stamp  xl  envvlope.  C.>rr<5nKmJ- 
ence  In  kngllah.  French,  or  Oerm.in  Unjuoges. 


Kf\r\     1»H0T0GRAPH1C     PORTRAITS     for    SIX- 

0\1\J  1'EN(;K.  .lust  publlMhrd.  carte  de  \liJtf  slt.«.  be.uu  IfuHv  e»- 
eeut  hI.  MIcMscrmIr  Phiitogr  mhsof  upwunbt  of  TOO  KmiiuMit  Peis  m'tgni. 
PricMSd. :  post  free,  7J.  AJdrewi,  8TArroRO  Smith  k  Smith,  13,  (ie^nre 
Strjet,  Bath.  " 


I^OR  SALE.— A  Splendid  Collection  of  316  Stamps  to 
b^.-  sold  for  f  <•  „  I'tst  » -nt  on    r-cdpt   of  a  stoinpjd   envelope. 
Address,  C.  W.,  Post  Office,  lUyle,  CumwAll.  ^ 


ryo  COLLECTORS  OF  FOREIGN  STAMPS.-C.  G., 

X     Aconib  lloum,  Manchester,  Is  still  sailing  off  his  entire  stock  al 
very  low  prices.    For  ex  iuipl  js,  sje  Boi'$  Own  Mugjxint  tar  this  month. 
0:>ll>etlons  of  la  varL-tL's.  6d.:  CO.  1/4;  100.  2/10:  h'.O,  R/;  300.  Zi,  :  500 
jC2  15s.;  600.  XHs.;  700,  £o  l.-Ss. ;  1000,  XIS  13s.;  1200,  hi.     P.8.-C0I- 
1  jcturs  should  apply  immediat<9ly. 


JVo»  raodjf.     Ftiiuik  tditian,  rtviaei,  aagmemted,  and  eometed.  • 

CATALOGUE  of  POSTAGE  STAMPS,— BRITISH. 
COLONIAL,  and  FOKEIOX.    By  Mount  Brown.     Containhig  an 

"of  1700 
and  Inter- 

Mr.  Passmore,  Bookseller, 'l24.  Cheapside,  Lond«u."*%'priced  List  of 
unused  and  rare  stamps,  post  free,  3d. 


\^    uuuuwiAL..  ana  i<uhkiu?(.    By  Mount  Brown.     Contain 
aecurate  dmcription  of  the  form,  eolour,  date  of  hwue.  and  vsdue, 
varictl<<«.    Price  1/ ;  post  free,  1  '1.    Bound  in  morocco  leather,  and 
leaved  for  Collectors,  2^  ;  post  ft»e,  2^2.    Address.  Mr.  Bbowm. 


IPCA    AMERICAN   POSTAGE    STAMPS    for   ONE- 

XOXJ  AND-SIXPENCE.-Just  published,  carte  de  vlslte  site,  bMua- 
tifully-ex.'euted  Microscopic  Photographs  of  n  >arly  IfO  AmeHc<in  Postags 
Htamps.  Price  1/6:  post  ft-ee,  1/7.  Address,  STArrojio  Bmith  A  Hunu, 
13,  Uet^rge  Str^-et,  Ba  h. 


TTSED  COLONIALS,  by  DOZEN.-Nova  ScoUa  and 

K,}  New  Brunswick,  1  c,  7d. ;  6  c.  lOd. ;  10  c.,  2/4 ;  Canada,  1  c..  6d. : 
5c.ttd.;  United  Ktates.  1  c.  ad.,  old,  6d.:  S  c.  2d-,  old,  Od.;  10  c.Sd. 
A.  OouiNLS,  1«,  BUwkhoath  HUl,  OrtcuHlch.  8.E. 


IfCA   EUROPEAN    POSTAGE    STAMPS   for   ONE- 

±0\J  A.ND-SIXPEXCE.-  Just  published,  carte  de  vlslte  bIm,  beantl- 
fUlly  executed  Microscopic  Photogrsphs  of  n<ar1y  150  European  Postage 
Stamps,  comprising  bjth  obsolete  and  present  Issues.  Price  1/6-  pMt 
free,  1,7.    Address,  STArroKO  Smith  A  8Mrru,  13,  George  Stnwt,  Ba*l».^^ 


ARARGAIN.- A  Collection  of  620,  all  Good  and 
lUre  Stamps,  price  £5  10s.    Also  one  of  7H>,  <10 ;  and  another  of 
two.  XO  ««.    C.  IL  Jo.NBS,  69,  Bariow  Street,  Atdwick,  Mauebester. 


PHOTOGRAPHY  EXTRAORDINARY —Just  Pub- 
llshed,  the  QREAT  SENSATION  CARD  fbr  carte  de  vbite  Albums. 
Containing  photographic  portraits  of  over  1000  Livbig  and  HIstorteat 
Celebrities.  Price  1/;  poet  free.  i;i.  Addrees,  STArroao  Smitb  *  SMITH, 
13,  Qdorge  H.reet.  B^tb. 
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'PIIE   GUEAT    SENSATION    CARD.— Tbit    extra- 

X.  unllnAry  nmdoctlon  nf  mndrm  art  rontnl  «  the  portraits  of  over 
1000  IJvlnff  aim  llbtiirtoal  (>I«br1tlM,  and  U  dMignad  iiot  nicritlj  a*  a 
pbotograpok  rtirkMdtjr.  but  a*  a  madlnm  of  inatruHlon  aiid  rat«<Ttalif 
ni«wt.  It  U  bellffvfid  to  be  ImpoMlbla  tnr  anr  onf>  to  id****"  o\*f  It  ndthotit 
at  oiie«  rMKHnilaliiir  th<>  portralta  of  vwrj  inanr  wIknw  d«eda  are  a*  fkmlllar 
aa '  boiuehold  woras,'  tliivrbjr  introdoeinir  aii  earn-  and  ayra^able  Mmrca 
of  eonTerantimi  Into  all  rlrvic*  of  MicMy.  Prtee  1/;  iKiat  free,  1/1. 
Addma,  BTArroBD  Hmith  *  Humi.  13,  U«orge  Htrett.  Bath. 


ALL  COLLECTOKS  requiring  rare  obwlete  Stamps 
are  invited  to  tnake  appllratloii  direct  to  '  IxoooNrrA,'  22,  Oxford 
Terraee,  Cl^liaia,  8.,  who  auppliea  naarljr  areiy  dealar  ht  London. 
Seleetkxui  sent  fbr  inspeeitou. 


c 


ily. 


OLLECnONS  and  Duplicate  SUmps  purehiuicd  by 

R.    Rbillv,  7,  Ureat  BnUMialck  8inect,  DnbUn.     Apply  by  letter 


on  STAMPS  for  SIXPENCE.— The  Sixpcuuv  Packet 

^\J  of  Blampe  eontaina  20  varletlee  of  Forelni  and  Coltaiial  PoatMa 
aCanpa.all  in  good  eoudittmi,  many  being  tuiobliterated.  INiet  fV«e  ftir 
aeren  etanp*.  AddraM,  ttrarroBii  Bmitm  A  Smith,  IS,  Ueorge  Street, 
Bath. 

A  SUPERIOR  COLLEC  HON  of  FOREIGN  ST  AMI'S 
WANTED.  Addnwa,  J.  Inch,  UacUngham  Terraee.  Bonner's 
RomI,  London,  who  has  ftur  aide,  at  low  price*.  C^iata  Rica,  and  the  new 
iMttee  of  Lubeek.  Denmark.  Sasony,  *e..  and  a  large  variety  of  obeolete. 


ARMS,  CRESTS,  MONOGRAMS,  ETC.-A  large 
variety  of  the  above,  beautiftilly  stanped  in  Ckikmrs,  with  naniea. 
Priee  3d.  per  sheet ;  postage  Id.  extra.  Addrsae,  STArroao  Sjimi  k 
SMrm.  IS,  Ueorge  Street.  Bath. 


JToir  Jtaulf ,  3r«w  fdiltoa.  jmm(  ito..  Pries  Fitt  SkiUmg$, 

THE  BEST  POSTAGE-STAMP  ALBUM  PUB- 
LISHED.—omcN'a  Puatage-Stamp  Album  and  Catalogue  of 
British  and  Korelgn  IVistage  Ktauips.  Containing  every  iufopnation  to 
Btiide  the  eoUeetnr.  with  a  full  aeeotiiit  of  all  the  stamps  of  ever)-  country. 
The  Album,  price  S/^  and  Catalogue,  price  2/6,  cat)  be  had  sfpanUaly. 
London :  B.  Blaju,  421,  Siraud. 

POCKET  ALBUM  for  CRESTS,  ARMS,  and  MONO- 
URAMS.  Containing  spaeea  arranged  Ibr  1200  varieties.  Neatly 
bound,  with  poekci.  flap,  and  elastic  band.  Roan.  2/;  poet  fk«e.2n: 
moroceo  or  russia,  S/ft ;  post  ttw,  3/m  :  moruceu  or  russia  gilt,  4/ ;  post 
lh«e,  4/2.    STArroBoSiuniASiimi,  13,tiaorge8tn*i,Batli. 


WANTED  to  PURCHASE,  a  quantity  of  used  Ham- 
burg.  Thnm  and  Taxis,  Bcrgedorf,  Mauritius.  Kt.  Lucia,  Navla. 
TrlnkUd.  VenecneU.  Waetem  Australia,  and  St.  Helena,  ffor  which  a 
libeiml  price  will  be  given.    Apply  to  S.  T.,  Poat-Offlee,  Weymouth. 


STAMPS  SENT    ON    APPROVAL.~Send   sUmped 
envelop*  to  J.  N.,  Poat-OlBea.  Wattham  on  tiie  WoUU,  near  Melton 
Muwbn^. 

LOCAL  AMERICAN  POSTAGE  STAMPS.— The 
Klve-Shllling  Packet  of  Loeal  American  Postage  Stamp*  contains 
SO  varietie*.  PbJ  firaa^  A/1.  Addreaa,  STamwo  HMim  *  Smith.  13, 
Oeorge  Street.  Bath. 

S'     T.,  Poat-OfBce,  Weymouth,  continues  to  send  any 
fm    quantity  or  description  of  Kbreign  Stamp*  for  iuspectikm,  on  re- 
eelpt  of  postage.    S.  T.  has  no  eooneetlon  with  toe  '" 


('n*<  Jdttrtmr, 


Wt^momtk  atmmp 


LES  MARCUANDS  i*TRANGERS  sent  pries  envoyer 
lenr  catalogue  de  prix  h  S.  T..  Post-Ofllee.  Weymouth. 

H^O  COIXECTORS  of  UNOBUTERATED  POSTAGE 

X  STAMPS. -The  Oaa-Shllllng  Packet  of  Stamp*  eoatalns  one  doa«B 
varWUse  of  Oalonlal  a»d  Kovwign  Puatag*  Stamps.  aU  wmbUteratcd. 
Poet  fkwa,  1/1.   Addrsa^  ttcaftoHB  SMini  4  Smith.  IS.  Oaorgo  Straet. 


J  AS.  J.  WOODS,  Hartlepool,  begs  to  inform  his 
numeraua  friMids.that  he  has  added  to  his  stamp  business  that  oT 
pMler  in  Colas.  Moiithly  List  (with  which  wfll  be  gh-«a  an  unused 
yynelgn  Poatage  Stamp)  est  on  uut<pt  cf  two 


1>0STA0E-STAMP  ALBUM  TITLES.— Now  Besdr, 

X  beau'lfUIIy  printed  In  Cakmni.  a  New  and  CompUte  8K  of  apeaitia 
of  130  THkw  fbr  Stamp  Albums.  Ueogrspliieallv  arranged  by  Dr.  J.  E. 
ClBAT,  r.RA.  r.UM..  r.MJi..  etc..  of  the  British  Mnecura.  Prfae  I* : p«* 
tnu,  1/7.  8p«<eimen  SheK  post  fVea  fir  two  stamp*.  liOndoa :  E.  lUau 
BOBotroH  A  Co. :  Bath :  SxArroao  BMmi  t  Smtth.  IS.  Oeorge  Street 


JAMES  BRENNAN,  37,  Nassau  Street  (opporite  the 
Post-nmec).  New  York.  United  Statea,  has  alwar*  on  haadaLtfi!s 
stock  nf  Forrigii  a<id  American  Stamps,  used  and  unused.  Onkn 
promptly  executed.    Stamps  exchanged. 


LADIES  and  GENTLEMEN  having  duplicate  tpeci- 
mens  of  Foreign  Stamps  to  dispose  of.  wUl  be  liberally  treMed  hf 
8.  T..  Pbst-Ofllce,  Wiym  uth. 


l^HE    SIXPENNY    PACKET   of    STAMPS.-ThU 

JL  Packet  contabis  SO  varietka  of  Ponigii  and  Colonial  PMacs 
Stomp*,  all  hi  good  cgndltlou.  many  being  uuobliterated.  Post  free  nr 
Mvm  stamps.  Addrwss,  STArroas  Smith  A  SMrm,  13.  Clewgc  Strc^ 
Bath. 

TF  YOU   WANT  CHEAP  STAMPS,  seud   to  JOHN 

X    ROSM.  130,  West  Uraham  Street,  Olasgow.  fbr  liis  September  Prks 
List  of  Stamps  (WO  varieties).    An  unused  stamp  {rratfs  with  it.    E»dos» 
Btamped<dirrct  -d  ruvrh^ie.     Stamps  sent  oa  iuaitection.      Cmnapm 
deuts  on  the  Cuutlncnt  wanted.    Stamps  bought. 


COINS.— H.  G.  SMITH,  12.  Chestnut  Street,  Man- 
cheeter.  suppUMiCoUeetarswIthaUkindsof  C<dns.    IJstenrtai^ 
of  Bt.impod  envelope.    Stamps  clearing  out  at  a^'lO  per  100.  soose  anosra. 


Ii^DWARD  C.  HALL,  Dealer  in  Foreign  Stamp*, 
J  Hartlepool,  begs  to  infbrm  the  liability.  Kvntrj,  and  stamp  edke> 
tors  in  general,  that  he  b  prepannl  to  supply  toe  rwrpst  stamps  for  sob- 
pleting  collections  on  a  short  no  iee.  He  rcapectftUly  Intitea  an  tiispwtiaa 
of  his  masniflcent  stock  of  dmoUl*  stamps,  all  •Ntrroafsd  peaaiae.  Kor 
oma  stamp  be  will  forward  a  few  nn  approval. 


\ir ANTED  TO  PURCHASE.— Collections  of  notlws 

f  T      than   1000  Stamp*.    Addre**.  STArroao  Smtth  *  Smitb,  IX 
George  Street.  Bath. 


no  BE  SOLD  for  £12,  a  splendid  Collection  of  Post- 


up 

inc  old  and  rare  stamjw : 

ritin*.  Spain,  Purtugal.  tc    Appbr  to  J.  B.  RoM.xaox.  OS.  Qraflon  itrMt. 

DttbUn. 

DEALERS  are  requested  to  send  the  Nameo  and 
Addrmsis  of  parties  to  whom  they  have  sent  stamp*  and  wIhm 
they  have  reason  to  consider  swindlers,  to  Mr.  Psoo,  il,  HoUmSbeet, 
DttbUn.  who  hitends  publiaUng  a  List  o#  Da<kult**a. 


TO  STAMP  DEALERS.— STAFFORD  SMITH  k 
SMITH  have  fbr  sale  the  fbHowing  unused  Stamp*  a*  the  anasud 
low  price*  per  hundred :— Belgium.  1  c.  1^ ;  Bard's  City  Expwss,  1  ccat 
«/«:  Kranee,  1  c,  2/ :  2c..3/«;  5e.,  6/0;  Italy,  1  c..3^;  2  elTva:  *«••**: 
Portugal.  10  rels,  7/0 ;  Saxony.  S  pfl  (new  lasue),  7/« ;  |  n.  gr..  \9/%;  Uaited 
State*.  2-«ent  adhesive.  13/6;  2-emit  enrolnpe.  It/t,  Addiw*  Surroa* 
BMrrH  A  SMfTH,  Foreign  Stamp  Importers,  Bath. 

JAMES  ROBINSON  &  Co.,  153,  Crown  Street,  li^-er- 
pool,  have  always  oa  hand  large  quantitiea  of  Foreign  Stasiipft  •> 
greatly  reduced  rate*.  Example*:— Newfbundland,  penny.  Sd. ;  tvo- 
pennv.  4d. ;  Ahtlirua.  penny,  twopence;  Prince  Edwreitrs  Island.  pm"f> 
id. ;  twopenay,  4d. ;  tbreepenuy,  Od. ;  set  of  S,  :^;  Nevto,  penny,  3d-; 
Hongkong. 2c.  3d.:  Nova  Scotia,  1  c.  Id.;  2  c.  Sd.;  New  Brunseira. 
1  c.ld. :  6 c.  4d.:  lonbui  ishmds. Od.  set  of  S.  Prke  List  of  onr  I2M 
varieti  J*  on  reedpt  of  stamped  eBvakpa. 

MOUNT  BROWN,  124,  Cheap^ide,  London,  has  the 
ftdlowfag  unUMid  new  kMie*  of  PMtage  Stamp*:— Lubrak.  s^sf 
61abels.l/3;  ft  envelope*.  1,9 ;  Saxosiy.  seti^OUbek.  V;  4  wvckms,  X  : 
Oa*taRfea.ir..l/0:  2r..2/3:  Nicaragua. 2 c. 2^ : 6 c.  1^;  L«aaa.5«M^ 
Also  used  and  obaolcte  stamp*  of  Parma— arstlasu*(eoL  Ias|i4.  lft«-a»« 
SScS/cach:  secoodlesue<blk.imp.).  lOc.  Iftc.  40e..  at  lOd.  each;  fir. 
and2&c.atl/  each;  third  i«iue  (Due  dl  Parma).  16  e. and  a&  c  at  l«: 
40  cat  1/3:  pnivtsional  (Stati  Parmen*!).  0  e.  red. »»;  9  c.  bllw^^:I•«• 
aadS0c.1/«:  Modesm  a.  o.  0 c,  ^ :  ftc.lOc.  X»  c.  40  c. each  7d. ;  l&c. 
yeOow.  5d.  In  packet*.  SO  local  U.  8.  labtOa  tat  6{.  \  coUeetioB  of  831 
stampa,  4t0  «C  wklrh  ara  UBuaed.  pcie*  XIS. 
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DttSTAOE-STAMP   ALBUM.      «y   JUSTIN    LAL- 

r  UER.  Illiutnit«d  with  Hap*  Mtd  Diafn^ms.  and  enntohiing  » 
Mltecf^kwi  of  Britfdt.  Colnniml.  aiid  Furrign  StrnmiM,  «Mli  eotniwil- 
m ate  wnngtd  for  ths  recrptkM  of  mith,  ImparUl  oblons  8vo..  eloth, 
dMf,  V»:  F«^  free.^  Bound  in  bairniaroeco.  elup.  1<V:  po^  fV««. 
1^1  Boaad  in  «lKd«  moroeeo,  two  claafM,  |Hlt  «dg  »,  1^6:  TM«4 
frw,  14L  Bound  In  beA  moracco  rrlief.  two  cImm.  21/ ;  poi*  nw,  21/10. 
HwdHaM^  boond  in  bent  morocco  relief,  two  Urge  elwpm  26/ ;  post 
ftw.»/l«. 

'FortAe  bcnHH  of  CoUoriors.  Mr.  Jintin  Lallkb  haa  Just  laMtod  an 
adair»blcAlbn«i.  which  will  be  in  czt«^riT'  demaaid  aaaoon  avlta  ex- 
otenw  It  known.  It  eontaina  a  d««eriptkm  of  trrery  known  Tarti4jr  of 
inOnyMif.io  that  a  paHiallx  oblitprated  Btami*  may  aa^Hy  b«  rtcog- 
>iwd  .'tad  on  th^  pace  opposite  the  dt-acrlption  are  Hpae  «  ftir  mounting 
Um$tamm  dwcrlbetC  eo  tluit  any  Collector  maj.  at  a  glanoe.  tee  all  hb 

Bath :  STArroHD*  Smith  *  SMrra,  13.  George  Street. 


W 


0.  DIAMOND,    of  Rifle    House,    Wcstbourne 

•   Gfove.  Ba.rvwater,  Dealer  in    Koreifpi   and   Colonial   Poetafre 
■lace  1067,  eaa  Bupplv  th^  tnid<  with  the  nnder-uientionod  MNMMd 


XUM  at  the  prfeea  afflxeci,  \1s..  Miuidwicli  Iklauda.  13  c.  red  fV.  2  e. 
'11a  Ma>  red,  3^.'  6  e.  blue  on  blue  pap«*r,  31;  CoufMlerate  Statm  of 
A«erka<hcadnf  OaYia).«lx  variHiea.  1^;  Puny  Ezproaa.  %.  eight  rari* 
4in.  Tke  wnder-mi'ntiafMd  uaed  a'ampa  at  per  doaen :— 10-kup.  Ru»- 
>iin,M.:  oldAaatrlan(arma).«d. :  pMin.r  bltiek  Rngliab,  4d.;  twoitmmjr 
Uw.vJibeat  linM,  1/ ;  Kpaidah  2  r..  3d. :  Sardinian.  2d.  yVmeh.  IndLin, 
tammaa  AaMrlean,  and  many  othAr*  for  persona  abont  to  collect,  at  Id. 
p«r  drnea.  The  Pony  Kxpmw  and  Sandwicli  lalanda  at  one  ludf  the 
pica  qiMted  far  tboa*  unuaed.  Send  atamped-directed  ni%«lope  cn- 
daiiBgpcaay  oneut  postage  atainpe  for  thoee  reutdred.  Five  por  ernt 
of  alTcffdva  ever  10^.  N.B.— Single  atampa  tent  as  nweimens  at  tlie 
pries,  and  tha  uuHacy  returned  If  not  approrea  of.    OoUectiona 


EKORMOUS  KEDUCTION  IN  PRICES  !  !-Mr. 
Pbakk  E.  MitXAB,  of  l<6.  Que  n'a  Road.  Dalstoii.  London,  N.B.. 
Wf»UcaUe8Mdalat4entianto  bia  Price  List  fbr  September,  and  feela 
wlMtnt  it  wfll  niaei  with  a  larger  riiculation  than  CTcr,  aa  bo  will  gtre, 
pith,  altb  each  List  a  Tcry  rmn  uimmd  stamp,  at  prsaent  ht  great  de- 
lomL  The  IJst  will  be  forwardt^  to  any  ad<lreaa  in  the  kingdom,  post 
(>w.  oa  iwealpi  of  lao  staaaps  and  a  dirrcfsrf  encHofe.  On  sm1«.  all  uii- 
«>id:~aaadwlch  Islanda.  C  e.  blue.  4d. ;  New  Ilruitswiek.  1  c.  2d. ;  Ureek 
laadZkpt..  Id.  each:  Torkbh,  a/«  the  sat  of  4;  Lubcck  (1M«3),  aHof& 
•Aarf«cvl/«;  dMto  marmlfapf,  1/6;  Saxony  <1M3),  set  of  0  adheai^v,  21: 
"<  «f  i  envaiopcw.  1/9.  Uaed  copies :- l^iada.  threrptniny  (beaver— old 
tmitmHaifurt.  3d. ;  5  e.  (tieaverK  Id. ;  Norway,  old  blue  (out  of  use).  3d. ; 
t><«ark.  eU  iMviwii  Ffm.  R.B.S.  (out  of  use),  Id. ;  Puny  Kxprrea.  «d. 
**^   X.B.— Priea  Uat  aeut  as  abova  Ibr  two  stamps  and  a  directed 


MESSRS.  KENNEDY,  McDBRMID,  &  Co.,  have  at 
pr^BHii  a  largw  aaaortment  of  used  and  unused  Foreign  and  Colo- 
sial  Natagu  Sismpa  at  remarkably  Imr  prfeea.  Examples :  Turkey,  1. 
2.sadta.,^fartba3:  lonhui  Islands.  «d.  per  set;  Luxamlmrg.  1  and 
le„ld.eath:  4e..l|d.;  HMidwl«h  Islands,  6  blue.  Cd.:  Nova  Seotla,  I  c. 
IM.;lc.4d.;  6c..  ad.;  United  Statea.  2  c.  2d.  (Just  laaued) :  2  e.  enve- 
lops- td. :  taxony.  Lobt>ek,  *e..  new  issues  (the  above  are  all  unused) ; 
lUoM  ftum  i;  each ;  Romagna.  1/3 ;  old  Spanish,  firom  8d. ;  Luxem- 
^«S.l«c.old.  l/'3;  Novs  Scoda,  I  e.  black.  Id.;  5  e.  blue,  2d.;  French 
^imk.  frooa  Id.  to  «d.  each :  old  Saxony,  l^d.  Stamps  fbrwardcd 
■PM  Mrsval.  Denlera  aapplied  at  the  most  reasonable  t^rms.  Agtnt$ 
■nM.  Nol*  the  addrcMi.  and  write  It  In  full— Kexxkdt.  McDuoUD,  A 
<^«^7lA.O«anraStre«t,  Edinburgh. 

HSTEINAU,  Faulkner  Street,  Manchester,  has  on 
•  sale  (Med>  Austria.  UCO.  3.  «.  and  9  kr..  2d.  each:  IS&S.  Id.; 
fcaaMi^  UC2,«d.;  Kneaich  Republic.  20.  26  c.  3d. ;  Preaidf^ncy.  26 c, 
a.;  lUaotar.  W6I,  I-»,  l-l*.  UAH,  1-30. 1-15,  1-10  th..  Id. ;  1  g.  gr..  2d. ; 
l*^k,  Mt  af  6.  9d.:  Modena  (with  cawle  and  nrmisioual  go\.),  Od. ; 
W««r  (MS)  Cd. '  Pdrtoctal  (Donna  Maria).  26  r..  M. :  Kaxony  (ImGI).  set 
«<  LMd.:  8cid»wlg-Holat^u  (genuine).  2  s..  9d.  (Unuwd)  Derginlorf, 
ik.ld.  Ht  of  &:  Brsnavlek  «NiVvIope«,  9d.  aet  of  3;  Canada  envttlnpm. 
^c..«d..Wir..iid.;  KmMch  Odtmles.  I  c.  Id.;  &  c,  2d.;  10  c.  3d,:  New- 
<i>«MlLiod  threepeunr.  <kL  :  ftmrponny,  8d. ;  flvepeuny,  lOd. ;  a  id  a  great 
■411}  atlm.  bMliah  or  Cieraiau  l*rlc«<  List  a.-jit  on  ruceipt  of  poMgc. 
I^n  aapplMl  on  svpantU  and  Tery  liberal  terms. 

CEIXING  OFF.      FURTHER  REDUCTION  !  !-Mr. 

O  OEOBUE  PRIOR,  of  M.  Feueliureh  Street.  Loudon.  E.C..  will,  this 
»^«kc«c|.4«nb«n.  aeud  bisnmr  Price  List  (wfth  a  mw  Oerman  Stamp, 
MMta).|Mitrtai>.o«  fCMlpi  of  two  stamps;  and  h.  ffaels  sure  that  the 


*^.oUt>mttmrli  Wr»    R.B.S..  Id.;  oW   Norway.  I   ak.    blue.  3d.: 
Ctud^  thraepewif  (!>«»▼«->.  3d. ;  Uxpetmy  (head).  Od. ;  6  c.  (beaver),  Id. 


THK  PRINCESS  ALEXANDRA  POSTAGE-STAMP 

1     AUmL  paa»  fb««,  1/1 .  can  be  had  only  from  11.  WuiTTAKn,  Win- 
"it^cai  Road.  Salfbrd,  Slancheater. 


20,000 


OBMTER.VTRD     FOREIGN     STAMPS 

WANTKD  T<)  PURCHA8K.  excliiaive  of  French  and 
American.  I<oweet  price  ]ter  thousand  to  be  fltrwarded  to  STArroBO 
SMtm  A  Surni.  the  Foreign  Stamp  a.td  Crest  Dep^,  Bath. 

lA   VARIETIES  of  RARE   FOREIGN  STAMPS  for 

IXJ    ad.;  20  tUtti.  ftd.    H.  WunTAKBB.  Wbiehastar  Terrace.  Regent 
Riad. Salford,  Manchoster. 

nENRT  WiiriTAKER,  the  old-esUblished  Stamp 
Dealer,  continn  s  to  supply  all  kinds  of  Foreign  and  OoIonLU 
8t  imps  very  rlieap.  BraslI,  10  and  SO  r.,  id,  each,  unusod.  Collections  of 
ro  variMies,  1/6;  100.  3/6.  Winchester  Tern^e,  Rv^rnt  Road,  Salfiird, 
Manehoater. 


'l^UE    CHEAPEST    PACKET    of    STAMPS.-The 

J.  Sixpenny  PackM  of  Stampa  contains  30  Tarictlea  of  Foreign  and 
Colonial  Poetage  Stamps,  all  In  good  condition,  many  being  mioblite- 
rated.  Post  ft«e  ftir  seven  st&^tpa.  Addresa,  STArroKO  SMrni  *  Smith, 
13,  Oaorge  StrMt,  Bath. 


1^  G.  JONES  &  Co.,  87,  Roscommon  Street,  Liver- 
.  •  pool,  have  all  kinds  of  use  1  and  unused  British,  Colonial,  and 
Foreign  Stamps  on  sale  at  greatly  reduced  prices.  SeptMuber  Prica  IJat 
sent  on  reeeipt  of  a  stamped  envelope. 


SJELUNG   OFF.^E.   KETTLETY,    14,    Kingsmead 

k7  Stinare.  Bath,  begs  to  annomice  that  lie  Is  selling  off  the  wliole  of 
his  stock  of  Stamps  at  less  than  cost  price,  and  he  will  M-nd  a  selection  mi 
approval  on  rrceJpt  of  stamped  eitvelope. 


DIRT  CHEAP   UNUSED  STAMPS.-RrHxil,  10 
9d.,30r..  1/10  per  do»>n;  Saxony  (ol'l).  3  pf.,  9d..  |  sbgr..  lOd. 
doBiti.    R.  S.  I.idimiow.H.  Cross  Lane.  Salfbrd.  Manchester. 


per 


|3EAUTIFULLY    PRINTED    in    COLOURS.-Now 

JL  f  raa^,  a  New  and  Complete  Set  of  npwania  of  ISO  Titles  for  Stamp 
Albums.  UeoKTaphleallr  arranged  br  Dr.  J.  E.  Okay,  r.B.n.,  r.l^., 
r.SJ)..  KTC.,  of  the  British  Museum.  Price  1/6 ;  post  fhse.  1/7.  Specimen 
sheet  post  free  fiir  two  stamps.  London :  E.  Marlborocom  ft  Co. ;  Btvth  : 
STArroKO  SMrm  t  Smith,  13,  George  Street. 


B 


UY  of  the  IMPORTER.— As  R.  W.  PEGG  imports 

all  his  om  stampa,  ht*  is  enabled  to  adl  cheaper  than  fty  other 
Icr.  and  will,  on  receipt  of  stamped  enveliqie.  send  a  selection  fhmi 
magnifleent  stock  of  upwards  of  30.000  Fomign  and  Colonial   ' 


his       ^ 
Agents  wanted. 


11.  UoIIea  Street,  Dublin. 


Stamps. 


BOOKS  of  CRESTS.— Each  book  contains  50  Creeto 
in  relief,  beautlf^y  stamped  in  Colours,  with  a  Kaor  to  the  naoictf 
of  the  Familiee  bearing  them.  Thb  worii.  when  eompMe,  will  form 
the  most  perfect  Colleotloa  extant,  and  b  eocpeeted  to  contain  over  2000 
Crests.  Books  I.  and  11.  now  ready.-  Price  1/  eaeb;  post  finoe,  1/1. 
Address,  STArroKO  SMrm  ft  SvrrM,  13,  Oeorge  Street,  Bath. 

BARGAIN.— A  Collection  of  260  Stamps,  mounted 

In  album,  price  W.    Addreaa,  IS.,  Box  No.  1,  Post-Ofllce,  Loagli 
boro'. 

I^HE  'SHILLING  ALBUM'  is  a  neat  and  service- 

X     able  book,  strongly  bon  d  in  eloth,  and  ruled  to  contain  over  1400 
stamp*.    Post  fipee.  one  stamp  extra.    R.  W.  Paoo,  Hollea  Street,  Dublin. 


10,000 


OULITERATED   COLONI.\L    POSTAGE 

_      .  STAMPS  WANTED  TO  PURCHASE.    The  stamps  of  the 

following  countries  are  mostly  rsqutred :— Autivua.  Bahamas.  Barbadocs. 
Jamaica,  Nevis,  Now  Zealand,  St.  Ueleiuh  lit.  LucU,  St.  Vincent,  and 
Trinidad.  I^oweet  price  per  thousand  to  be  fbrwanled  to  ttTAlTono 
Smith  ft  SMrm,  tlie  Fureigu  Stamp  and  Creat  Depot,  Bath. 


DMo  CORKINDALE  will  send  his  Price  List  on 
•    receipt  of  stamped  envelope.    Prices  vei7  low— Old  Saxony,  Id. ; 
old  Danish.  Id. ;  old  Nova  Scotia  threepenigr  and  sixpenny,  4d. 

I^HE  POSTAGE-STAMP  COLLECTOR'S  POCKET 
ALBUM.— Containing  a  complete  Table  of  all  the  Postaffe  Stwnpe 
Issued  by  each  Country,  State,  or  City,  with  spaees  arranged  for  their 
reception.  The  whole  In  a  neat  and  portable  Ibnu,  with  flap  and  elastle 
band,  and  a  pocket  for  surplus  stamps.  Roan,  2/ ;  poet  ftwe.  2/1 ;  morocco 
orrusah^  3/6;  post  free,  ii»;  moivceo  or  nMsIa  gilt,  if,  poet  free,  1/3. 
STArroKD  SMITH  ft  SMITH,  13,  Ueorge  Street,  Bath. 


s 


END  for  STAMPS  on  APPROVAL  to  S.  T.,  Post- 

Offlce,  Weymottth. 
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fi^^  '    ^TAFFORI)    SMITH    &   SMITH'S    litSCHIPTlVE 


•MliTBnBh'. lo  r..  Illy^  1 1.  Hrh.'  sr  i.3  *•*  iMni"  hV..  m'iiw) 


K'^ 


U:Hi>HhaiiiBnfaw.Tli.I.jZ«i,W<iri*  lirb..  ■£;■■  u'n  1  vli.' 
I/llH.ltfkMnHlnk-h  kt.tWliab.IiiMatiaiBA.  in>  ■■4i»,  I.  ; 
H(0(l«lB'kl0.iHIn.lj3:CdlHiIwr«d  C&.  ■« rf  H.  kirla  Uni (.<■ 
mdepa  ituii|i«,1,':HBffVrt4it,v4<Jl«l  vb.»  11;  UJta,  lnUfrttin. 
liL'^grM.pn'd-snillluMo-WiilbEhhh  vt  ifl,  t!  MiMaiOT B Ik, 
UKk.1«:«l£M,;:  i^iiiv,¥l  ■«<«}.«(  HiL  hIihIju.  If  •vb; 
Mr->,-*iiit«ib.l>Hti:i>t<f9;M;iiiiBt*  w><.n«r.,  i.;  tior., 

td.*Hh:>>;,  M.<w4i.  Tb>  ^bon  an  an  i»«l.  Tlw  HiHiniliv  ■"- 
Hid  .'-IM.WS  /lanm  otUri,  I  r.  Ul•^  I,  nriii  i  p-  nwv  M.  rvk :  i  p.. 
wbini..  li.  wb;  itlw.'M.  liiAi  Mn&iid.'M  lip.,  u  nuii^ 
muiip.>IIbild>M>iiniiMi<ti<lky  «»■>.•'>'  iKk:  Hunrr,  AM  inl 
•«iHdlMin>ii(liLaHli:ItaBBiil(,>TUai>dI>i«  Prdr^  HI  r..  UK.  3.L 
wh.wUpn'dgi.-n.    TMr  dm  Prln  I.U  b  ]IM  HiMriiliiiiAillHr- 


ftupnl-tUrHbd  Hi««hqrr. 


AI''  TOUNO  &  Co.,  Aintree,  near  Liverpool,  Whole- 
1 1  .  lalt,  uhI  RrUl  Dialm  In  nnl  ud  uiiiihI  Fmlini  IVMun 
BUunp*,  >I1I  —ni  ItHtr  Pri«  Lbt  or  lOOO  'iirlMiFi  «i  ml^  of  In 

lir. iiii!l]  k?.  env,. H.  iuh,  l,a  |»i  d.*i « ;  Aubiiui'  A^,  I  ud  1  mMI 


Hfli ;  <J.-niuirt',  J  ■ndl  ■'.  frr„  Id. 


L 


rpiMBRES  rOSTE  I^CHASG^S.— S.  T..  Poet  Office, 


CTAFF 


iTAFFOKD   SUITU  &  SMITH'S  ONfVSllII.I.lSG 


CTAPFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  FIVE.SHILUSO 


UTAFFOBII  SMITH  4  SMITH'S  TWO-ASD-SIK- 
UTAFFOKD  SMITH  &  SMUH'S  FIVE-SHILLISQ 
CTAFFOllI) 'smith  &  SMITH'S   NEW    ind  COM- 


STAFFORD  SMITH  k  SMITH'S  MOSTHLT  CIB- 
1  X*LAR  ta  BfincmlkT  will  bfl  Htn  fnlli  ftn4  jhHl  &«■  hi  u^  >ddM» 
on  ■buUuUiAi. 

CTAFFIIRD     KMITH     &    SMITH'S     SIIPESST 

T.u1.II«.    IMU'raCiuipai  111  ColMirL    IWfM.Id.' 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &' SMITH'S  OXE-SHILLTSG 

DpwantkfifAOTaTlTrtLHd.    K«Uof  aUnprd  In  Cvloim.    F«(ftv.  1/1. 

STAPFORB  SMITH   &  SMITH'S   ONE-ANn-SIX- 
PENKV  PICRET  I-T  AUm,  rREHTH,  JIONIHIRAHS,    (c    rv 
t.ilnliigllMnil..Ili>.    RrlM  ■kiiipid  In  CMtmin.    I'nltnn.1,1. 

CTAFFORU  SMirSTsMITllXve  on  wU  tlaf 

IT    umrtmnil  of  Amu.  ''"b,  Mwwnnu,  Ic..  bnatlKlll;  iOidH 


w<  ...ui  '"^^Ji^  Za^        rCirTuI 


nd  BUFfoBO  Kiirm  1  num.  Fonlm  Btlvp  and  r™  J*|tV'' 


CONTENTS. 
A  Till;  OF  A  PosTiOE  Stamp 

KOTEH    or    DeBCLTOBT   KiUBLKH   US    THE    COX- 

ti:iEiiT.     Bt  4  Stamp  Collkctor    ..,. 

AoDEiinA  TO  HouiiT  Bbowm's  Cataloouk  of 

PoBTAae  Stamps  

Stamps  Nkwlt   Ishukd.  on  First   Debckibkd 
RiTiiwa  or  Postal  Publications 

CORBISPONDKKCE 

AmwgBS  10  CoRRESPoHDeirrs 


A  TALE  OF  A  POSTAGE  STAMP. 
DOZE  THE  FOUHTH.— PART  I. 


*  Each  sure-retiiming  morniiig 
Fureruiu  the  busy  day  ; 
Echoing  the  Bolemn  WiU-Ding, 
Live  hkII  uhlU  ytt  yoa  ma^.' 

The  dawn  nsliered  in  tbo  day,  and  brigbtly 
shone  the  sun  over  the  beautiful  city  of 
yiorence,  equally  aronsiug  its  deniz^us  to 
joy  or  sorrow.  Lusty  youth  and  feeble  age  ; 
Uw  lowliest  miiiistraiit  to  daily  neceiisitieg, 
■Uid  the  wealthy  possessor  of  all  sublunary 
cumfgrts,  alike  awoke  to  hail  its  impartial 
nys.  The  healthy  seemed  to  derive  new 
^goor  from  its  brtgbtuess ;  aud  oven  the 
Ro.  9.    Oct.  1, 1668.    Frloe  Fourpenoe.] 


sufTtifing  diseased  felt  no  small  amelioration 
from  the  disappearance  of  the  loug,  dull 
night. 

As  the  morning  wore  on,  the  streets  were 
graiiurilly  filled  with  more  than  their  accna- 
tonicd  gay  and  animated  crowd.  It  was  a 
feast-day,  and  a  grand  procession  would 
issue  at  ten  o'clock  from  the  noble  church 
of  Santa  Croce,  the  WoatminKter  Abbey  of 
Florence,  where  repose  so  many  illustrious 
dead.  Many  bent  their  steps  tliithcr  from 
a  purely — if  mistaken  ^religious  motive  ; 
many,  from  an  innate  love  of  sight-seeing  of 
any  kind  ;  some,  to  while  away  an  idle  hour  ; 
but  the  majority  simply  following  iu  the  wake 
of  others. 

Toward  that  same  socrod  edifice  too,  yet 
with  far  different  purpose,  from  opposite 
quarters  of  the  citj-,  and  by  tortuous  ways, 
to  evade  observation,  slunk  the  conspirators 
Bernardo  and  Fihppo;  both  greatly  annoyed 
at  the  unusual  concourse  near  their  appointed 
place  of  meeting — having  been  either  igno- 
rant or  forgetful  of  the  public  ceremony, 

'  Witli  care-wurn  look,  and  miuii  dixtiitiight 

By  dee]!,  ami  sad,  and  uindd'ning  Uiwight,' 

thither   also   moodily   paced   the     unhappy 

Lorenzo,   mochanicaJly  sti-iving  after   sonio 

[Begistered  for  Transtoi  Baton  Abroad. 
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calm  by  offering  up  his  morning  orisons, 
carefolly  and  nnoli^rvedly  followed  at  a 
distance  by  his  faithful  young  companion, 
who,  intuitively  feeling  that  some  crisis  was 
at  hand,  was  anxious  to  be  nigh  his  dear 
protector  with  what  assistance  or  comfort 
ne  might  be  able  to  afford. 

The  solemn  mass  was  sung,  and  the  long 
procession  passed  from  the  church  across 
the  Piazza.  Preceded  by  religious  banners, 
first  walked  the  children  belonging  to  the 
various  scholastic  charities ;  then,  accom- 
panied by  their  appropriate  insignia,  gigantic 
crosses,  and  exquisitely-carved  crucifixes, 
issued  forth  deputations  of  monks  and  nuns, 
representing  their  respective  monasteries  and 
convents.  The  majority  of  these,  especially 
the  Franciscan  friars,  might  remind  the 
spectator  of  the  exquisite,  I  will  not  say, 
conceptions,  as  they  are  doubtless  faithful 
portraits  of  Rembrandt,  Guido,  and  above 
all,  Lo  Spagnoletto,  whose  pictures,  full  of 
utter  self-abnegation  and  sublime  devotion, 
were  seemingly  presented  bodily  walking  in 
the  file. 

These  were  followed  by  what  we  should 
call  in  England,  Friendly  Brothers  and 
Sisters'  of  Mercy;  the  usual  garb  of  the 
former  partially  hid  by  a  sort  of  clerical 
habiliment,  something  like  a  large  sai*plice. 
Some  of  these  bore  enormous  lighted  tapers. 
The  appeaitmce  of  the  females  was  yet  more 
singular;  a  straw-coloured  leno  robe  and 
hood  but  very  imperfectly  concealing  their 
unmistakably  lay  dress.  The  younger  sis- 
ters, wearing  neither  caps  nor  bonnets, 
might  pass  muster  well  enough  as  novices ; 
but  the  gay  caps  of  many  of  the  matrons 
shone  forth  quite  out  of  place  in  such  an 
assembly ;  and  more  especially  some  of  the 
associees  of  a  higher  grade,  sporting  bonnets 
in  the  extreme  of  fashion,  which  the  thin 
material  of  the  hood  but  scantily  covered, 
and  apologetically  veiled,  lent  a  semi- 
ludicrous  aspect  to  this  part  of  the  long 
procession. 

After  these  came  the  clerical  staff  of  Santa 
Croce,  consorting  with  those  of  the  other 
churches  who  sent  contingents  to  swell  the 
|)arade.  At  intervals  were  borne  crucifixes 
in  carved  wood,  or  composed  of  ivory  and 
ebony,  under  canopies  of  scarlet  or  purple 


velvet ;  and  many  a  massive  silver  crosier 
appeared  a  heavy  load  to  its  supporter. 
Last  in  the  show,  towered  far  on  high  above 
the  shoulders  of  its  score  or  so  of  bearers,  a 
massive  image  of  the  virgin  and  child,  as 
large  as  life,  in  pure  dead  and  bright  silver, 
and  wearing  crowns  of  gold  and  preciouB 
stones. 

When  the  church  was  partially  cleared  of 
the  crowd,  the  two  worthies  ^ere  able  to 
interchange  a  few  hurried  words,  and  then, 
fearfril  of  recognition,  hastily  descended  the 
steps  of  the  side  entrance  of  the  church. 
Although  they  were  both  partially  disgoiaed 
in  shabby  blue  blouses  and  large-brimmed 
straw  hats,  they  were  here,  to  his  great 
surprise  and  alarm,  identified  by  young 
Carlo,  in  search  of  his  friend,  of  whom  he 
had  suddenly  lost  sight.  Unobserved  him- 
self, he  followed  them  awhile,  in  much 
amazement  at  the  consortment  of  the  two, 
when  he  suddenly  caught  view  of  Lorenio 
slowly  advancing.  At  the  same  instant  the 
conspirators  perceived  him,  and  hastily  sepa- 
rated; but  the  artist  was  too  intent  on  his 
OAvn  sad  thoughts  to  notice  them;  and  on 
Carlo,  eagerly  rushing  forward  to  meet  him, 
to   impart   the    extraordinary  discovery  he 

had  just  made,  he  started  and  looked  up 

to  behold  his  adored  mistress,  quietly  and 
unobtrusively  returning  unattended  fr^m  one 
of  her  daily  missions  of  charity.  Their  eyes 
met;  and  his  humble  and  deep  reverence 
was  rewarded  by  one  of  her  own  angelic 
smiles  of  recognition.  Bernardo  and  Filippo 
observed  them  in  the  distance ;  the  former, 
with  jealousy  and  rage;  the  latter,  fearful 
of  the  effect  of  the  meeting  on  the  better 
feelings  of  Lorenzo. 

It  might  have  proved  for  good,  but,  as 
evil  fate  willed  it,  the  carriage  of  the  Mar- 
chese — who  knew  the  direction  of  his  grand- 
daughter's walk  that  day,  and  solicitous  for 
her  safety  in  the  crowded  state  of  the  streets 
— drew  up,  attended  by  that  same  servant 
whose  presence  ever  exasperated  the  luckless 
lover  to  frenzy. 

How,  when,  and  where  will  that  party 
meet  again?  The  conspirators  hurriedly 
escaped ;  Adine  entered  llie  carrfage ;  and 
Lorenzo  rushed  int^j  the  church,  followed  as 
speedily   and  closely  as   possible   by   little 


Oct.  1, 1863.]         THE  STAMP  COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


135 


Carlo,  who  found  him  Btretched,  apparently 
lifeless,  before  the  tomb  of  Michael  Angelo. 

DOZE  THE  FOURTH.— PART  IL 

DARKNESS,  DEATH,  DESPAIK. 

'Shall  all  the  heighten'd  grief  of  years, 
Or  groans,  or  sighs,  or  floods  of  tears, 
Avail  to  dim  that  heavy  woe  ?  * 
Relentless  memory  answers,  *  No.' 

With  the  assistance  of  a  few  casual  loiterers 
in  the  holy  building,  the  sufferer  was  restored 
to  the  sad  realization  of  existence,  and  the 
two  friends  proceeded  homewards ;  but  fruit- 
lessly did  Carlo  endeavour  to  introduce  his 
startling  discovery  of  the  existence  of  com- 
manication  between  his  uncle  and  the  haughty 
gnuidson  of  the  Marchese.  The  very  mention 
of  Bernardo's  name  sufficed  so  evidently  to 
convulse  the  whole  frame  of  the  artist,  that 
the  poor  boy  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  futile 
attempt,  and  contented  himself  with  the  most 
anxious  and  unremitting  attention  to  the 
triflmg  requirements  of  his  protector  through- 
out the  day.  They  had  apparently  changed 
their  mutual  positions.  The  strong  young 
man,  listlessly  engaged  about  some  of  the 
mere  preparatory  parts  of  his  painting,  was 
watched  and  humoured  like  a  wayward  child 
hy  the  affectionate  little  fellow  of  whom  he 
had  constitute  himself  guardian. 

Long  and  dreary  was  the  remainder  of  the 
day,  its  monotony  broken  only  by  a  brief  visit 
from  Filippo,  ostensibly  to  settle  a  few  minor 
arrangements,  but  really  to  ascertain  if  his 
companion  or  himself  had  been  recognised 
in  the  morning.  The  deep  abstraction  of 
the  artist,  who  seemed  to  speak  and  move 
hke  a  man  in  a  trance,  reassured  him,  and 
he  speedily  relieved  the  friends  of  his  un- 
welcome presence. 

The  sun  set ;  the  brief  twilight  darkened  ; 
the  evening  wore  away ;  and  the  silence  of 
mght  succeeded. 

*  The  moon,  the  witness  bright  of  many  a  crime. 
And  looking  yet  so  guiltless  aU  the  time,' 

was    wrapped    in    clouds,    and    the    hour 
appointed  for  the  rendezvous  of  the  wretched 

E'  tters  arrived.  Lorenzo,  having  enticed 
young  companion  to  retire  to  his  bed, 
and  wait^  till  he  was  apparently  lost  in 
^p,  sofbly  descended  the  many  steps  of  the 
lyng,  dark  staircase.      Carlo,  who  was  only 


feigning  slumber,  immediately  sprung  from 
his  couch,  and,  leaning  as  far  as  possible  out 
of  window,  watched  till  his  friend  had 
attained  the  court-yard ;  then,  hastily  hud- 
dling on  his  clothes,  followed  in  full  deter- 
mination to  share  every  danger  attendant 
on  his  midnight  project,  whatever  it  might 
be. 

*  It  was  plot  and  counter-plot,*  continued 
the  postage  stamp,  with  whose  narration  we 
will  now  proceed ;  '  I  tell  you  not  only  what 
I  witnessed,  but  what  after  events  proved  to 
have  transpired.  The  real  object  of  the 
villanous  Bernardo  was  to  allow  the  ruffians 
access  to  his  grandfather's  palace,  which  he 
was  easily  enabled  to  do,  by  bribing  that 
very  menial  who  had  a  grudge  against 
Lorenzo,  and  who  managed,  by  drugging 
their  wine,  to  lull  the  concierge  and  other 
domestics  of  the  establishment  into  a  sound 
sleep.  His  idea  was  then,  in  the  confusion, 
to  get  possession  himself  of  as  much  avail- 
able property  as  he  could  lay  hands  on ;  after 
which,  ringing  the  alarm-bell,  he  would 
arouse  the  neighbourhood,  and  satiate  his 
jealousy  and  hatred  hy  seeing  his  rival 
ignominiously  captured  and  condemned  as 
one  of  the  lawless  band ;  fully  confident  of 
his  own  ability  to  screen  himself  from  any 
suspicion  of  connivance,  as  he  had  never 
been  known  personally  to  other  of  the 
ruffians  than  Filippo,  whose  word  he  well 
knew  would  not  be  taken  in  preference  to 
his  own  denial  of  the  compact  between 
them.  The  latter,  however,  was  quite  as 
shrewd  as  his  coadjutor,  and,  his  suspicions 
once  aroused  by  a  trifling  circumstance, 
resolved  not  to  lose  sight  of  him. 

*  One  by  one,  not  to  attract  the  attention 
of  the  guardians  of  the  night,  the  minor 
villains  were  admitted  into  the  court-yard 
by  the  meni^  Michele,  fully  cognizant  of 
and  maliciously  furthering  the  designs  of 
his  young  master.  Then  followed  Filippo ; 
and,  shortly  afler,  Lorenzo. 

*  Up  the  marble  staircase,  feebly  lighted 
by  a  few  dark  lanterns,  scarce  daring  to 
breathe,  the  dusky  forms  ascended.  The 
private  cabinet  of  the  Marchese,  which  the 
plate-room — where  his  ready  cash  and  valu- 
ables mostly  lay — adjoined,  was  reached, 
and  the  latter  entered  by  the  plunderers. 
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Drawers  and  other  receptacles  were  speedily 
ransacked,  and  the  lawless  crew  transferred 
the  costly  contents  to  their  bags  and 
pockets. 

*My  unhappy  purchaser  persistently 
clamouring  for  what  he  deemed  his  rightful 
heritage,  the  emerald  bracelet — easily  iden- 
tified by  Filippo — was  handed  him.  Eagerly 
and  curiously  regarding  it  with  abstracted 
eye,  he  stumbled  against  Michele,  furtively 
stealing  off  with  a  casket  which  he  was 
well  aware  contained  the  priceless  coronet, 
brilliant  crosses,  and  other  valuable  jcAvelry 
of  the  Abbess  of  Santa  Apollonia,  which  had 
been  kept  at  her  father's  ever  since  the 
revolutionary  movement  had  Tendered  the 
convents  unsafe  receptacles  for  valuable 
property.  At  the  abrupt  contact,  the  plun- 
derer let  fall  his  burden,  which,  bursting 
open,  the  resplendent  .contents  strewed  the 
floor,  and  among  them,  to  the  especial 
amazement  of  Filippo,  Bernardo,  and  Lorenzo, 
lay  a  bracelet,  the  precise  model  of  that  held 
in  the  hand  of  our  hero. 

*  The  general  scramble  after  the  scattered 
valuables  that  ensued,  afforded  Bernardo,  as 
he  thought,  a  favourable  opportunity  of 
executing  his  diabolical  purpose ;  but  Filippo 
was  too  wary  for  him,  and  overtaking  the 
double  traitor  at  the  door  of  the  cabinet,  a 
scuffle  followed,  the  noise  of  which  awoke 
the  old  noble.  He  entered  from  his  chamber 
just  as  Lorenzo,  having  got  possession  of  the 
other  bracelet,  was  preparing  to  retire.  In 
the  struggle  the  sOk  mask  of  Bernardo  had 
fallen  off,  and  the  frenzied  artist — his  brain 
on  fire  with  the  events  of  the  last  few  days, 
and  a  stiletto  he  had  wrenched  from  one  of 
the  ruffians  in  his  hand — sprang  forward 
with  deadly  intent  against  his  enemy.  The 
latter  swerving  from  the  blow,  the  murderous 
weapon  penetrated  the  heart  of  the  Marchese, 
who  fell  lifeless  on  the  spot. 

*  A  scream  startled  the  horrified  occupants 
of  the  chamber.  The  murderer  turned,  and 
once  again  beheld Adine. 

'  "  Their  eyes  a  single  moment  met, 
That  look  he  never  shall  forget." 

*  The  household  was  by  this  time  in 
motion  :  the  terrified  servants  thought  but 
of  their  dead  master  and  fainting  mistress. 


The  assistant  marauders  hurriedly  escaped 
with  what  portables  they  could.  Bernardo 
made  demonstrations  as  if  to  arrest  Filippo, 
who  returned  a  thrust  with  his  dagger  that 
maimed  him  for  life,  and  followed  his 
myrmidons.  Lorenzo,  rushing  distracted 
from  the  room,  again  fell  against  Michele, 
who  fled  from  his  blind  fury  through  cham- 
bers and  passages  towards  the  servants*  apart- 
ments, which  looked  towards  the  street,  and 
jumped  in  fright  from  a  window.  Lorenzo, 
madly  pursuing,  followed  his  example,  and 
they  both  lay  senseless  witb  fractured  limbs 
before  the  eyes  of  poor  little  Carlo,  who  had 
crouched,  all  the  while  shivering  with  terror, 
at  the  portals  of  the  court-yard.' 

(To  be  continued,) 

NOTES    OF    DESULTORY   RAMBLES 
ON  THE   CONTINENT. 

BY  A  STAMP  COLLECTOR. 

There  are  many  places  ordinarily  unnoticed 
by  tourists,  a  visit  to  which  would  yet  well 
repay  the  little  extra  delay  and  expense  in- 
curred.     Among  such  is  an  old  and  v«y 
singular  city,  whose  elegant  postage  stamps, 
by  the  contrast  of  their  varied  colours,  are 
the  adornment  of  a  page  in  every  collector's 
album.     It  may  be  compared  to  a  Brobdi- 
nagian    washing-basin — the    houses   of  the 
natives  at  the  bottom  and  sides ;  and  castle, 
citadel,  port,  &c.,  all  round  the  brim.     Per- 
fect   peace,    notwithstanding    the     warhke 
appearance  of  these  defences,  seems  charac- 
teristic of  the  place — at  least,  such  was  our 
impression  the  short  time   we  were  there. 
Of  course  we  soon  managed  to  make  way  to 
the  post-office,  to  store  ourselves  with  the 
cleanest  and  brightest  obtainable  specimen's. 
The  postmaster,  a  collector  himself,  could 
understand  our  wants,  and  politely  obliged 
us  with  the  best  of  his  stock.     Here  also  we 
were  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  some 
7iew  old  specimens  (the  initiated  will  readily 
comprehend  this  Irishism);  two  sorts  we  have 
never   seen   acknowledged   in  any  but  one 
continental  catalogue ;  and  one  of  them,  of 
which  we  obtained  but  a  solitary  individual, 
is  the  very  first  issue  of  the  place,  and  of 
marvellous  rarity.     Foreign  collectors  have 
always   recognised  it,  but  it  is  ever  pooh- 
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poohed  by  English  amateurs  as  accidentallj 
differing  or  non-existent.  We  can  only  say, 
we  shall  be  proud  to  exhibit  the  same  to  any 
zealous  collector. 

We  thought  we  should  like  to  descend 
into  the  basin,  but  could  find  no  means  of 
access  to  the  lower  regions.  After  a  little 
search  we  entered  an  open  door,  and  pro- 
ceeded down  some  steps  leading  to  a  long 
passage,  then  steps  again,  and  again  pas- 
sages. At  last  we  were  stopped  by  sentinels, 
who  seemed  to  wonder  at  our  appearance; 
and  as  the  natives  are  a  mongrel  breed — 
neither  French,  Germans,  Belgians,  nor 
Italians,  but  a  sort  of  outlandish  Dutch — we 
could  not  comprehend  each  other.  This  is 
not  the  first  time  our  postage  stamps  have 
extricated  us  from  a  difficulty*  Not  wishing 
to  crease  them,  we  had  begged  of  the  post- 
master some  paper  to  wrap  them  up  in,  and 
he  had  civilly  given  us  some  old  official 
document  covered  with  figures  and  slgna- 
tnres.  This  being  in  our  hand  attracted  the 
soldiers'  attention,  who  stared  at  it  a  good 
deal,  which  our  acumen  perceiving  gave  us 
a  hint  how  to  proceed.  Mixing  all  the 
langui^es  we  could  muster  together,  and 
pointing  to  the  magic  document,  we  gave 
them  to  understand  it  was  a  tiree  pass  from 
the  king,  emperor,  grand-duke,  or  whatever 
Ae  sovereign  of  .the  place  might  be,  so  we 
were  allowed  ingress  or  egress.  We  did 
not  know  our  way,  and  dared  not  ask ;  so, 
after  innumerable  turnings  and  windings, 
nps  and  downs,  we  managed  to  get  out 
nearly  where  we  had  entered ! 

We  then  found  the  legitimate  mode  of 
reaching  the  town,  and,  curious  as  it  is,  we 
were  ourselves  apparently  an  equal  object  of 
curiosity  to  the  natives.  On  trying  to 
ascend  by  another  path,  we  again  nearly 
got  into  trouble ;  and  when  a  sentinel  went 
so  far  as  to  take  hold  of  our  arm,  we  began 
to  anticipate  a  sojourn  in  the  dungeons  of 
the  castle  for  the  night  in  lieu  of  proceeding 
onwards.  A  few  flourishes,  however,  of  the 
mystic  paper  again  extricated  us,  and  the 
soldier  gave  us  the  pass. 

We  climbed  a  flight  of  steps — it  was  in- 
tensely hot — and  began  to  count ;  but  after 
many,  many  scores,  and  finding  we  were  not 
a  third  advanced,  we  gave  it  up,  and  at  last 


gladly  reached  the  top  to  find we  had  to 

go  all  the  way  back  again  !  There  was  no 
egress  on  that  side  the  castle.  We  shrewdly 
suspect  the  sentinel  that  stopped  us  merely 
meant  civilly  to  intimate  that  fact.  Per- 
severance at  length  succeeded,  and  we 
emerged  from  this  intricate  but  most  inter- 
esting locality,  which  we  may  not  ever  re- 
visit, but  of  which  we  shall  always  retain  a 
favourable  impression. 

We  are  now  writing  in  a  city  of  palaces, 
where  the  wonderftilly-preserved  remains  of 
mediaeval  splendour  meet  the  gaze  on  every 
side.  This  morning  we  touched  two  of  the 
beautiful  semi-transparent  alabaster  pillars, 
of  the  temple  of  Solomon,  and  satiated  our. 
eyes  with  many  a  treasured  reminiscence  of 
ages  long  gone  by. 

We  had  heard  of  the  general  incivility  of 
the  predominating  *  powers  that  be '  in  this 
place.  We  did  not  experience  it.  The 
postal  authority  to  whom  we  applied  for 
stamps  was  most  obliging,  and,  on  our 
taking  the  liberty  of  petitioning  for  those 
mysterious  anomalies  which  are  not  sold, 
obligingly  favoured  us  with  a  handful,  which 
we  put  into  our  cap  for  convenience  of  car- 
riage, and  taking  it  off"  on  our  arrival  at 
our  hotel,  very  much  surprised  our  travel- 
ling companion  by  the  squares  of  green, 
blue,  and  yellow  which  the  heat  had  rendered 
adhesive  to  our  hair. 

Not  so  civil,  though,  were  the  postage 
vendors  of  another  ancient  city  that  we 
lately  visited — a  city  whose  existence,  were 
it  not  for  one  play  and  one  painter,  wo  aid 
scarcely  be  known  in  England.  Yet  it  is 
well  worth  a  traveller's  visit — every  house, 
every  object,  thoroughly  medicBval.  On  in- 
quiring for  some  obsolete  stamps,  we  were 
very  gruffly  repulsed ;  and  civilly  asking  our 
way  of  a  sentinel  at  one  of  the  gates, 
and  having  unfortunately  a  plan  of  the 
place  in  our  hands,  were  rudely  answered 
in  language  that  may  be  translated  '  find 
out ' ! 

Greatly  tantalised  were  we  in  another  city 
of  palaces,  on  asking  for  some  of  those  fright- 
fully rare  stamps  now  worth  upwards  of  five 
hundred  times  their  original  cost,  and  being 
told  that  the  party  to  whom  we  applied  had 
plenty  of  them  on  old  letters,  but  had  no 
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time  or  inclination  to  take  the  trouble  of 
hunting  them  up. 

We  are  inclined  to  believe  that  most  of 
the  rare  stamps  have  before  this  found  their 
way  to  Brussels,  Paris,  and  London ;  and  we 
must  regret  the  scanty  crop  reaped  from 
our  continental  researches.  In  vain  did  we 
inquire  for  its  solitary  local  stamp  in  the 
fine  old  city  where  the  habitations,  often  six 
or  more  stories  high,  are  surmounted  by 
roofs  containing  four  or  five  more — where 
the  heads  of  some  of  the  lower  class  of 
females  are  decorated  with  something  in  the 
similitude  of  enormous  gilt  fans;  and  the 
churches  and  other  buildings  are  apparently 
covered  with  carpets  of  bright  colours  ! 

A  like  disappointment  baffled  us  in  that 
once-celebrated  city  whose  name,  sadly  dis- 
torted, particularises  a  favourite  dainty  of 
the  cockney  poor;  where  umbrellas  and 
parasols  must  be  at  a  great  discount — the 
inhabitants  bidding  defiance  to  the  rain  and 
the  sun  under  the  shelter  of  their  splendid 
corridors.  Inquiring  at  the  post-office  for 
some  of  the  long-extinct  specimens  that  had 
so  short  a  duration,  we  were  accosted  by  an 
extraordinary-looking  little  old  man,  who 
offered  us,  for  a  consideration,  the  address 
of  a  party  who  had  some  for  sale.  We  were 
foolish  enough  to  be  taken  in,  and  found 
nothing  but  the  commonest  recent  issues 
were  attainable. 

In  an  obscure  market  town  of  the  same 
district,  at  the  foot  of  the  Apennines,  where 
our  vetturino  stopped  to  change  horses,  we 
were  very  nearly  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain 
what  we  wished.  The  postmaster  said  he 
had  put  his  hands  on  a  whole  remaining 
sheet  a  day  or  two  since,  and  would  let  us 
have  it.  But  alas  !  it  was  not  forth-coming, 
though  he  ransacked  his  drawers  as  well  as 
he  could  in  the  short  space  of  time  we  were 
allowed  to  wait,  and  we  went  on  our  way 
unrej  oicing. 

We  are  half  ashamed  of  an  adventure 
in  that  marvellously-beautiful  city  full  of 
silent  highways,  where  carriages  and  horses, 
and  above  all,  their  usual  unpleasing  con- 
comitants— dust  and  dirt — are  unknown. 
Making  quest  in  a  tobacconist's  shop — where 
fltAmps  are  universally  sold  in  most  parts  of 
utinont — we  were  accosted  by  an  in- 


dividual who  said  he  had  just  what  we 
wanted.  We  accompanied  him  through 
several  bye  streets  in  a  very  suspicions 
neighbourhood,  and  arrived  at  last  at  the 
entrance  of  a  villanous-lookiuff  alley  by  the 
side  of  a  dismal,  rank  canal.  It  was  lfU«  in 
the  evening,  and  we  had  much  money  and 
valuables  about  us,  so  began  to  doubt  oar 
prudence  in  confiding  in  a  perfect  stranger; 
and  looking  at  him  for  the  fii'st  time,  we 
found  his  face  perfectly  accorded  with  the 
locality.  The  hope  of  obtaining  the  coveted 
postal  specimens  could  not  tempt  us  farther, 
and  we  ignominiously  turned  tail — oZuw,  cat 
and  ran. 

Travellers  must  not  always  expect  to  find 
their  own  impressions  tally  precisely  with 
those  of  preceding  explorers.  At  least,  as 
far  as  our  experience  can  testify,  where  oar 
expectations  have  been  most  highly  raised 
we  have  been  disappointed^  and  vice  versa. 
We  are  now  writing  in  a  city  Httle  known 
to  fiune,  in  which  few  monuments  of  the 
past  exist;  whose  situation  and  beauties 
rarely,  if  ever,  have  excited  enthusiasm ;  and, 
nevertheless,  the  surpassing  loveliness  of  its 
environs,  the  great  regularity  and  cleanlineas 
of  its  streets,  and  the  gorgeous  magnificence 
of  its  regal  palace,  render  it  w<»rthy  of  a  much 
longer  sojourn  than  the  tourist— generally 
making  use  of  it  simply  as  apoitU  d"  appm — 
is  disposed  to  make. 

Equally  worthy  of,  or  still  more  so,  the 
praises  of  the  artist  or  the  poet,  is  that  old 
city  of  whose  buildings  one  only — and  that 
for  its  singularity — is  of  world-wide  cele- 
brity ;  while  no  locality  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  can  boast  offotir  such  glorious  edifices 
in  one  group. 

On  the  contrary,  in  the  city  emphatically 
sumamed  Hhe  beautiful,'  its  prime  glory, 
with  all  the  costly  materials,  and  extrap 
ordinary  amount  of  labour  so  lavishly  be- 
stowed upon  it,  in  our  eyes  seemed  almost  a 
failure.  Approaching  it  near  enough  to 
observe  the  beauty  of  its  component  parts, 
it  cannot  be  viewed  as  a  whole ;  and  stand- 
ing far  enough  off  for  an  extended  survey, 
the  elaborate  ornamentation  gives  the  idea 
of  a  structure  of  painted  pasteboard.  More- 
over, in  that  same  much-bepraisej}  city  not 
one  of  the  sacred  edifices — not  even  the  prin* 
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cipal — has  ever  been  finished;  one  fafade, 
and  sometimes  the  whole  exterior,  exhibiting 
a  shabby  surface  of  raw  material  or  dirtj 
plaster !  Here,  again,  we  were  greatly  dis- 
appointed' in  our  researches  for  antique 
postal  specimens.  After  an  introduction  to 
some  of  the  officials,  and  frequent  calls  at 
the  post-office,  threading  numberless  pas- 
sages, and  ascending  countless  stairs,  we 
thought  we  had  at  last  succeeded ;  but  the 
promised  store,  when  exposed  to  view,  com- 
prised but  the  commoner  sort  of  extinct 
stamps;  and  these  were  rated  at  exactly 
quadruple  the  price  at  which  we  have 
honght  them  in  London !  We  beg  to  add 
that  it  is  not  on  this  account  we  dare  to 
depreciate  any  of  the  beauties  of  this  far- 
famed  city,  as  we  were  equally  disappointed 
in  the  cities  previously  lauded. 

The  usual  affix  over  the  shops  of  the  ven- 
dors— for  the  most  part  tobacconists,  as  we 
mentioned  before — is.  Tobacco^  salty  and 
pogtage  stamps  sold;  and  we  were  particu- 
larly struck  with  their  apparently  total 
ohtuseness  of  perception  of  there  ever  having 
heen  the  slightest  difference  between  the 
nomerous  issues  of  their  country.  They 
appear  never  to  have  judged  of  a  stajnp 
otherwise  than  from  its  numerical  amount ; 
and  in  the  umquhile  university-famous  city, 
in  which  one  of  the  Seven  Champions  of 
Chnstendom  lies  entombed  in  perhaps  as  rich 
a  chapel  as  any  on  earth,  and  lamps,  with 
candelabra  of  solid  gold  and  silver,  bum 
unceasingly  night  and  day  around  his 
remains,  the  distributor  of  postage  stamps 
stoutly  denied  the  existence  of  a  dtamp  that 
has  not  been  a  twelvemonth  out  of  use ! 

The  doganas  are  the  great  nuisance  of 
oontiliental  travel ;  though,  generally  speak- 
ing, ^e  officials  give  the  smallest  possible 
trouble  commensurate  with  their  harrassing 
duty.  Whenever  our  postage  stamps  hap- 
pened to  show,  they  seemed  to  cause  some 
suspicion  of  invasion  or  treason.  The  un- 
cut envelopes  were  supposed  to  be  so  many 
letters  addressed  in  invisible  ink.  Crossing 
the  Austrian  frontier,  the  first  object  that 
caught  the  searcher's  eye  was  a  sandwich- 
hox,  which  he  made  an  eager  grab  at,  most 
probably  mistaking  it  for  a  tobacco-box. 
Before  we  could   speak,  a  fellow-traveller 


obligingly  volunteered  information  as  to  its 
proper  destination  ;  but  the  man  would  open 
it,  and  the  contents  were  in  reality  sheets 
of  postage  stamps,  interspersed  with  a  few 
Bank  of  England  notes  which  we  had  placed 
there  as  a  safe  repository.  The  official 
looked  as  if  he  thought  these  a  strange  sort 
of  edible;  and  our  fellow-traveller  was 
equally  surprised,  and  doubtless  vowed  never 
in  frture  to  meddle  explanatorily  with 
another  party's  luggage. 

Fortified  towns,  as  we  hinted  before,  seem 
ever  on  the  look-out  for  an  invader.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  city  well  deserving 
its  distinguishing  epithet  of  'The  Superb,* 
where  the  snow-white  veils  gracefully 
draping  the  heads  and  shoulders  of  the 
women  affi>rd  the  appearance  of  a  city  of 
brides,  we  stopped  to  look  over  a  wall  at  a 
most  magnificent  prospect  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, when  a  sentinel,  like  a  London 
peeler,  promptly  bid  us  *  move  on.* 

On  the  southern  side  of  the  Alps  we  have 
met  with  but  few  collectors.  We  chanced 
upon  one  in  the  '  beautiful  *  city,  and  were 
introduced  to  some  others  in  a  flourishing 
and  wealthy  seaport,  of  which  the  town  re- 
minded us  of  the  worst  part  of  Bristol,  but 
the  neighbourhood  is  a  glorious  combination 
of  exquisite  landscape  and  lovely  sea.  Jn 
the  Queen  of  cities,  which  we  hope  to  reach 
in  some  few  days,  we  anticipate  the  treat  of 
an  examination  of,  and  the  opportunity  of 
making  notes  fi*om  many  a  well-stored  stamp 
album. 


ADDENDA  TO  MOUNT   BROWN'S 
CATALOGUE  OF  POSTAGE  STAMPS, 

COMPRISING  NOTES,  ADDITIONS,  AND  EMENDATIONS, 

BY  C.  W.  VINEB,  A.M.,  PH.D. 

rVTe  propoM  oontlnnttis  this  Appendix  to  Mr.  Brown's  Mzly  editkmi,  Ibr 
the  benefit  of  those  who  do  not  poMMea  the  ftmrth — Ed.] 

states  0f  %  CM. 

We  submit  that  the  substitution  of  this 
heading  in  the  fourth  edition  is  far  from 
being  an  improvement.  '  Papal  States  * 
better  suited  the  described  stamps ;  and  we 
would  dispute  the  title  of  Rome  to  The 
Church  par  excellence. 
No  addition  is  made  to  the  former  descrip- 
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tions ;  and  the  solitary  alteration  is  an 
amendment  for  the  worse.  The  6  baj.  pre- 
viously noted  as  whitSf  in  the  present  edition 
is  called  flesh.  We  remember  once,  and 
once  only,  seeing  an  individual  whose  face 
was  the  colour  of  the  stamp  in  question — a 
pale  stone  blue — in  consequence  of  having 
undergone  a  course  of  iron  for  the  cure  of 
epileptic  fits.  We  have  the  4  baj.  of  tivo 
distinct  shades  of  brown  drab,  as  well  as 
bright  yellow. 

Stotien. 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  with  regard 
to  these  stamps  since  the  publication  of  the 
preceding  edition.  We  would  mention  the 
existence  of  the  6  skilling  banco  in  two  dis- 
tinct shades  of  drab.  The  local  3  ore  is 
most  unmistakably  brown,  not  red. 

Stoit|trlani. 

The  last  edition  of  Mr.  Brown's  manual 
exhibits  both  emendations  and  alterations. 


As  before. 


basle: 


GENEVA. 


The  cantonal  double  stamp  is  expunged, 
and  we  think  without  sufficient  reason,  from 
the  present  edition.  We  have  just  met  with 
individuals  in  Geneva  who  remember  using 
it,  and  we  have  elsewhere  given  our  opinion 
as  to  its  due  authenticity.  The  iron-grey 
5  c.  is  really  black  on  white,  and  is  merely 
an  essay. 

NEUFCHATEL   AND   VAUD. 

No  change. 

ZUBICH. 

The  dated  essays  are  more  fnlly  identified 
in  the  present  edition.  The  dated  forgeries 
are  expunged;  and  the  Otis-post  PosClocale 
is  assigned  to  its  locality — Winterthur. 

FEDERAL   ADMINISTRATION. 

The  10  rappen  exists  of  a  dull  buff  colour, 
as  well  as  yellow  and  orange ;  and  we  know 
of  a  5  rappen  in  a  choice  collection  which  is 
of  nearly  the  same  hue.  The  5  rappen  blue 
on  white  is  of  two  shades-^deep  and  pale. 
There  are  three  vaneties  of  the  15  rappen 
vermilion,  with  large,  small,  and  interme- 
diate fi^rures.  We  have  also  the  15  centimes 
in  differently-sized  figures. 


Besides  the  5  rappen  amber  and  10  yel- 
low, mentioned  as  an  issue  of  1854,  the' 
latter  of  which  is  exceedingly  rare,  we  have 
to  present  to  notice  for  the  first  time  a  set 
of  stamps  of  similar  device,  which  most  pro- 
bably immediately  preceded  those  that  have 
just  been  superseded  by  the  Helvetian  series. 
They  are  6  rappen,  centimes,  or  centesimi, 
cinnamon  ;  10,  blue-grey ;  15,  lake  on  tinted 
paper;  20,  pale  yellow;  40,  greenish-blue; 
and  1  franc,  grey. 

The  colours  of  the  latest  issue  (Helvetia 
Franco)  are,  2  c.  grey,  3  c.  black,  5  c.  brown, 
10  c.  blue,  20  c.  orange,  80  c.  red,  40  c. 
green,  60  c.  bronze,  and  1  franc  gold. 

The  stamps  of  this  colony  seem  to  have 
undergone  no  change  for  some  time. 

The  2  crazie  on  white  is  sometimes  found 
sea-green ;  it  varies  also  from  pale  to  deep 
blue.  We  doubt  the  existence  of  a  60  c.  on 
perfectly  white  paper.  The  20  centesimi  of 
the  Provisional  Government  varies  from  pale 
to  deep  blue. 

f  too  Sicilies. 

NAPLES. 

These  stamps  seem  to  have  attained  the 
perfection  of  description  at  once,  no  emen- 
dations having  ever  been  offered. 

SICILY. 

We  believe  the  orange  \  grano  is  a  modem 
reprint :  the  colour  of  the  original  stamp  is 
nearly  that  of  rhubarb.  The  2  grana  varies 
from  light  to  dark  blue,  if  the  former  be  not 
also  a  reprint.  The  5  grana  is  found  (post- 
marked) of  three  very  distinct  shades  of  red. 

There  are  also  impressions  of  the  described 
blue  essay  in  black  on  a  white  ground. 
(To  he  cowtinued). 


STAMPS  NEWLY  ISSUED,  OR  FIRST 

DESCRIBED. 

We  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  our 
readers  with  a  description  of  two  resusci- 
tated stamped  envelopes  of  Poland.  They 
were  introduced  for  the  petty  jwst  of  War- 


Oct.  1,  1863.]         THE  STAMP  COLtECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


HI 


»w  on  the  21st  of  January,  1858;  were 
ismed  for  the  sole  pnrpoee  of  tranfimittiDg 
Ttgiting  cards ;  and  not  allowed  to  bo  sealed. 
The  employment  of  these  stamps  lasted  only 
till  the  16th  of  September,  1861,  on  which 
day  the  petty  post  of  Warsaw  was  closed. 

These  envelopes  bear  the  Russian  arms 
in  red,  hand-stamped,  which  a  Polish  in- 
scription encircles,  whose  purport  signifies 
General  Posl-Offiee.  At  least  we  are  in- 
formed BO,  bnt  we  think  the  first  tliree 
words  are  unaccoantod  for  in  the  translation. 
The  two  envelopes  difier  merely  in  the  size 
vi  the  stamp ;  and  both  bear  under  the  flap 
the  si^atnre  of  the  clerk  under  whose  de- 
partment fell  the  ctrntrotment  of  their  circu- 
lation. 

A  local  stamp  for  St.  Peters- 
borg  has  jnst  been  issued,  an 
engraving  of  which  we  sub- 
job.     It  is  very  ugly,  but  the 
other  stamps  of  Russia  are  so 
ertremely  pretty  that  the  con- 
trast is  ratlier  pleasing  than 
otherwise.      Like  its  conge- 
ners, it  ia   of  three   colours. 
In  the  centre,  the  Russian  arms  in  black,  on 
a  Bqnare  of  grey  and  white.     This  lies  on 
an  engine-turned   and  slightly  ornamented 
round  of  black  and  white,  bearing  inscription 
and  vaine — 5  k.     The  rest  of  the  stamp — 
eicept  tbe  four  comers,  which  have  a  slight 
ornamentation  of  black  and  white — is  grey, 
white,    and   black,    forming  a  very  minnte 
pattern,  and  bearing  a  Russian  inscription. 
The  shape  is  that  of  tbe  previously  issued 
sUunps  of  the  country. 

From  Venetia  emnnates  a  fac-simile  of  the 
new  5  krenzer  of  Austria,  bearing  the  arms 
of  that  country  in  wliito  relief  on  a  pink 
ground ;  bnt  the  value  of  course  differs, 
being  5  soldi.  Tbe  10  s.  and  15  s.  will  be 
issued,  as  well  as  the  smaller  valaea  and  the 
envelopes,  when  the  existing  stock  fails ;  bnt 
Bome  of  them  may  not  make  appearance  for 
a  considerable  time,  there  appearing  but  a 
scanty  demand  for  some  of  tbe  postal  de- 
nominations in  Venice ;  in  proof  of  which 
«re  may  adduce  the  non-issue  of  tbe  15  soldi 
m  the  pattern  which  is  now  becoming  ex- 
tinct, the  earlier  issue  of  that  value  being  not 
yet  cihausted. 


It  is  not  generally^  remarked  that  the 
perforated  Belgian  1  centime  is  of  a  perfectly 
different  shade  of  green  from  the  other. 

The  yellow  and  green  stamps  of  the 
Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company,  alladed 
to  in  our  last  number,  like  tbe  original  bine 
and  brown,  are  each  of  two  values— ~^  oe. 
1  real,  and  1  oz.  2  roales. 

We  have  noticed  on  the  Continent  sets  of 
tbe  oldest  issue  of  tbe  envelopes  of  Bruns- 
wick, of  which  the  colours  are  considerably 
paler  than  those  of  the  current  stamps;  and 
also  sets  of  tbe  new  Wiirtembnrg  envelo|>es 
with  a  similar  variance  in  hue. 

For  mai4cetable  purposes,  doubtless,  tbe 
New  Yorkers  seem  to  multiply  essays  of 
their  stamps  in  all  colours.  We  have  just 
seen  the  new  large-headed  2  cents  repeated 
in  six  different  colours;  and  the  30  centa, 
&a.,  in  green  and  blue,  as  well  as  black. 

The  eightpenny  Ceylon  adhesive  is  now  a 
pale  browu  ;  and  we  again  hear  reports  of  a 
rose-coloured  St.  Helena  stamp. 

There  is  a  singular  series  of  French  essays, 
through  the  centre  of  which  a  piece  of  string 
is  passed,  the  pulling  of  which  would  effectu- 
ally  tear  and  cancel  tbe  stamp,  in  lien  of  the 
present  modus  t^erandi.  Were  this  plan 
adopted  in  all  countries,  a  collection  of  used 
stamps  would  henceforward  be  unattainable, 
from  the  ruthless  destruction  of  specimens. 
With  a  like  disregard  to  the  feelings  of 
stamp  collectors,  the  cuHoua  stamps  of 
Western  Australia  are  disfigured,  if  not 
totally  spoiled,  by  the  abstraction  of  a 
round  piece ;  but  we  cannot  imagine  how 
this  is  done  without  moreover  piercing 
the  letter,  and  perhaps  ren- 
dering an  important  word 
quite  unintelligible.  i 

We  append  an  engraving  J 
of  one  of  the  new  Lubeck  b 
stamps,  which  were  fully  1 
described  in  a  previons  num- 

We  have  this  moment  received  intelligence 
of  tbe  appearance  of  the  long-expected  4 
centimes  of  tbe  French  empire.  It  is  a  fac- 
simile of  tbe  lately-issued  2  centimes,  with 
the  exception,  of  course,  of  the  difference  in 
value;  but  is  far  from  an  improvement  in 
point  of  colour,  being  a  dull-grey  lavender. 
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REVIEWS  OP  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

ZsGHiESCHE  JbKoDER's  Price  Catalogue  of  Post- 
age Stamps.  Leipzig :  C.  C.  Zschiesche 
and  C.  E.  Koder. 

Thi8  is  a  tolerably  complete  catalogue  of 
most  of  the  accredited  stamps,  excluding 
essays,  known  to  collectors.  It  is  legibly 
minted  on  very  irood  paper ;  and,  althoura 

understood  by  any  one  even  ignorant  of 
that  tongue. 

The  arrangement  of  the  countries  is  yery 
good,  they  being  separated  into  the  five 
great  divisions  of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa, 
America,  and  Australia.  In  each  of  these 
divisions  the  various  countries  are  all  alpha- 
betically arranged,  without  reference  to 
colonies  or  dependencies.  This  we  think 
an  improvement  on  catalogues  in  general,  as 
it  must  be  found  perplexing  to  many  to  have 
to  search  for  Cuba  under  the  letter  8j  and 
New  Caledonia  or  Reunion  under  the  letter  JP. 

The  specimens  are  all  priced,  that  is  to 
say,  they  are  marked  at  the  prices  the  com- 
pilers would  sell  them  at  if  they  then  had  them 
to  sell.  This  is  rather  an  annoying  custom 
of  the  present  issuers  of  pricea  catalogues. 
In  several  instances,  both  in  England  and 
on  the  Continent,  we  have  applied  for 
stamps  at  the  marked  values,  but  the  answer 
is,  they  have  none  at  present.  In  one  case 
we  applied  to  a  continental  vendor  for 
eighty  various  stamps  mentioned  and  i»dced 

in  his  catalogue, he  was  sorry  to  say  he 

had  not  one  of  the  lot!  We  fear  the  present 
publication  will  prove  no  exception  to  the 
rule.  In  &ct,  many  of  the  values  are  too 
ridiculously  low  to  be  crediUe. 

The  catalogue  under  review  contains  1279 
distinct  species,  and  must  consequently  be 
considered  as  tolerably  approaching  com- 
pleteness; especially  if  we  reflect  tibat  the 
light  and  dark  shades  of  the  same  colour, 
which  tend  so  much  to  swell  the  number  in 
a  collector's  album,  and  all  essays,  are  ex- 
cluded. 

On  the  whole,  we  can  conscientiously  re- 
commend the  purchase  of  this  work,  both  to 
Continental  and  British  collectors  of  postage 
stamps.     To  the  former  it  is  of  course  quite 


as  intelligible  as  one  published  in  English; 
and  to  the  latter  the  English  preface  alone 
is  worth  the  cost  of  the  book,  it  being  quite 
a  literary  curiosity. 

CONUNDRUM. 

Why  is  a  naugJUy  schoolboy  like  a  postage 
stamp  f 

Because  he  needs  to  be  licked  and  put  in 
the  comer  to  make  him  stick  to  his  letters. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

n  th0  Edit9r  o/ihi  *  Stamp  Collbctok's  MAOAXUfs.' 

8m, — The  following  pottul  stmtutioe  mmy  be  interest- 
ing to  your  numeroiu  re«den.  The  totad  number  of 
postage  stamps  in  exbtenoo  amounts  to  sixteen  hundred 
and  forty-eight,  and  arc  issued  by  eighty-six  countries. 
Of  these  stiunps,  England  and  her  colonies  issue  four 
hundred  and  one ;  two  hundred  and  ninety-one  of  which 
bear  the  head  of  Queen  Victoria.  Five  hundred  and 
thirty-two  stampi  bear  the  head  of  the  sovereign  of  tho 
country  to  which  they  belong.  Seventy-one  bear  the 
head  of  some  great  man  connected  with  the  country,  as 
Columbus,  Washington,  &e.  Four  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  are  impressed  with  the  arms  of  their  country. 
The  rest  have  some  emblemH,  as  the  figures  of  Britannia, 
Liberty,  &c.  America  uses  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
private  stamps,  and  Hamburg  about  fifty,  but  their 
numbers  are  rather  uncertain.  Ninetjr-eight  essays  or 
trial  stamps  have  been  made,  twenty-nine  of  which  are 
English.  Hoping  you  will  fiud  space  for  the  insertiou 
of  this, 

I  remain  yours  truly, 
/Witofi.  H.  T. 


7b  tkt  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collector's  Maoaunb.' 

Sir, — I  wish  to  make  the  following  remarks  respecting 
Mr.  J.  M.  Stourton's  letter,  which  appeared  in  the  last 
number  of  your  invaluable  roagaxine.  It  is  very  evident 
that  your  coi  respondent  is  totally  unacquainted  with  the 
German  language,  or  he  would  not  have  made  such  an 
error. 

The  Baden  stamps  of  the  different  issues  of  1850,  '55, 
and  '59  have  all  the  same  inscription  (in  German 
chataoters),  viz. — Deutseh'OeBtr,  J^ostverein  [German- 
Austrian  Postal  Union],  on  the  left,  and  Vertr^  v,  6/A 
AprU,  1850  [Treaty  of  the  6th  April,  1850]  on  the  right 
hand  side  of  the  stamps.  On  the  Wiirtemburg  it  is  the 
same. 

Your  corresftondent  has  also  made  a  mistake  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  letter.  He  says  that  unused  specimens 
of  the  French  10  centimes  k  pe'rcevoir  are  *  being  sold  in 
Boulogne  for  as  much  as  75  c*  (7id.).  This  is  not  the 
case,  as  the  10  centimes  k  i»ercevoir  have  always  been, 
and  are  still,  sold  at  25  centimes  (2id.)  each. 

I  enclose  you  a  specimen  of  the  new  4-centime  French 
stamp,  which  appeared  in  Paris  yesterday,  tho  15th 
instant. 

Believe  me,  Sir, 

Tours  obed'ently, 

Boutogne-iur-Mer.  FIAT  JUSTITIA. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

AuH*,  Brifhton.— TTio  »tonip,  blue  on  yelloir,  bear- 
in;  tbn  Qneta  of  Spain'g  head  to  the  IeFI,  SO  fmli 
bnnlb,  ind  ridiot  iboTr,  ii  s  reoeipt  itunip;  that 
bang  the  lignifiation  of  the  SpanUh  aupcraeriplinn. 

J.  8.  H «,   Enyi,  PcnrjiTi,  Coniwall.— ThB  lUmp 

tt  whkb  yon  trrwiinl  ■  dmnng,  red  on  vfailc,  braring 
Uu  figure  9,  Slacvnia  abave,  and  fmnoo  bennlh,  must 
be  one  of  the  pnaent  prenilent  jnipudeat  forgeriea.  Did 
■nj  of  the  countrie*  fonnlng  part  of  the  Hncient  SlnTonU 
tiki!  ■  bncf  (like  Belvetia)  lo  milie  uie  of  that  detisne- 
tion,  the  Spuiuh  or  lUliBn  word  'fmrico'  would  auuredlj 
not  be  employed.  In  their  iniier;  to  deeaive  by  pro- 
Itnded  acpuracr,  forjen  freqqenlly  outwit  Ihennefve*. 
WehiTe  ju«t  been  ihowD  in  Fane,  a«  genuine,  a  u- 
oUid  rm  and  undncribed  Italifln  indiridual;  and  on 
OM  upreaang  doubu  of  iu  gulhentieity,  we  were 
trininpbinCly  directed  to  notice  tba  p«t-msrk  as  ■  proof 
<i  it)  cnmiDeneM.    Thii  wu  letuklly  the  £ngluA  word 

V,  J.  Tbidbt  aaka  if  the  dull  violet  twopenny 
Autnliau  iiamp  (Queen  in  ooronition  chair}  ia  of 
Victaria  oc  Helbourne.  We  preaume  he  mrani.  wu  it 
ImiI  or  gnieiil  >  It  may  bare  been  employed  indie 
iriminately,  a*  we  bare  men  two  tngether  with  olhen 
on  a  letter  from  GeelunK  to  England ;  or  they  might 
ponblj  have  only  prepaid  the  letter  aa  hroa  MelbouTDe, 
and  the  others  aerved  for  the  orenn  poatage. 

J.  C.  T,,  Luton. — If  you  will  forward  poalage  atsmpa 
to  the  anounl  of  fourpenee  to  the  publiahera,  jou  wUl 
ban  by  relum  of  post  oeukr  demoDatration  of  the 
rttiitf  of  the  (tamp  preaenled  with  each  number  of  the 

f.  v.,  Torquay,  writes  on  (be  tnbject  of  the  Ulieatamp 
known  ai  the  eaaav  of  Liberia,  to  the  ttbtt  that  about 
Uty  or  more  of  them  were  struck  olf  by  a  youth  who 
nrreptitioaalf  got  hold  of  tfae  aiipenpy  plate  in  the 
nristuiE  office  of  the  Londoo  firm  that  auppliea  them, 
nl  eonld  not  obtain  (or  durat  not  uh,  more  probablv) 
the  proper  colour.  These  he  aold  to  a  barber,  who  again 
iHipoii  of  them  to  a  Jew  boy  at  twopence  each.  who.  in 
hta  iDm,  ntiiied  them  so  aa  to  be  sold  by  another  party 

*  A*  It  waa  told  n&  so  wa  give  the  Uia.' 
It  was  rather  a  dangerous  gams  to  play,  and  we  are 
rather  inclined  to  believe  that  the  atamps  in  question 
■ne  resJly  among  the  Gnit  eseays  fur  Liberu;  which 
duet  not  at  all  militate  sgainat  the  probability  of  their 
baling  been  repeated  in  the  way  described  above,  our 
corrnpondnit  having  authentic  voucheri  for  the  ^th 
•f  bii  narration.  Uoreuver,  we  are  peniuaded  we  have 
•mi  the  stamp  alluded  to,  poal-matked,  in  a  collection. 
If  our  sDppwition  even  be  not  correct,  they  have  as 
nncb  right  in  a  ralalugue  or  collection  aa  the  modem 
Miya  of  Cuba,  and  the  United  Stales,  Nova  Scotia,  &c., 
which  are  avowedly  printed  for  the  sake  of '  filthy  lucre," 
lopalify  the  faucics  of  rich  aniateun. 

K.  F.  J.,  Paris.— You  will  search  in  vain  for  many 
not  nncommoD  stamps  in  both  editiona  of  Lallier'a  album. 
One  of  the  stamps  you  figure,  however,  is  simply  an 
ionrian  receipt  or  bill-stcrap.  The  other  ia  the  21 
(cnliioe  of  the  1861  issue  of  Hew  Gnnadfl.-Thu  2  centa 
of  the  United  States  is  fuUv  described  in  the  September 
nuaberof  our  magaiine.— Neither  Kusaian,  PoRih,  nor 
Bwedish  itampa  have  now  much  eii'hangi'ablD  •ilae, 
einpt  the  i-arlier  series  of  the  latter,  and  the  new  Inol 
rtiuBp  for  St.   Petersburg  noticed  and  figured  i 


niber,  which  will  beai  a  premium  for  •■ 


J.  H.  Clattoh.— We  hare  keard  of,  but  never  aeen 
any  postage  aUmps  of  the  Bermudaa  or  Somen  Iilanda, 
and  mutt  pronounce  them  ima^naiy. — It  you  had  read 
the  last  number  of  the  magatine,  yon  would  have  seen 
the  new  Auatiian  issue  bearing  Uie  eagle  described  at 

Q.  0.  Q.— The  colours  of  the  present  seriea  of  Queens- 
i._j  .. ,]y^  jf  ^j,^  jiji^  ^  ^  taitch  paler  hue 


groichen  of  Bi 
joined)  we.  tl 

city  employed  for  postage  to  Eng- 
land, until  the  emiaaiou  of  the  2 
grote,  the  equivalent  value  of 
wbieh  will  now  prepay  a  letter  to 
this  country. 

W.  H.  CBoasKBT,  Brighton.— 
Tour  inquiry  respecting  the  Spanish 
receipt- stamp  is  reftnatided  !□  in  this  n 

X.  Y.  Z.,  C!a 

panj'   'Wella, ^.  _ 

worthy  a  place  in  theeolleetor's  album  with  its  nnmerooa 
congeners.— The  old  Swiu  Bayon  stamps,  I.,  II.,  or  UI., 
were  employed  according  to  Ihe  extent  of  the  rayon 
or  cirele  whither  they  franked  the  klten.  The  first, 
value  &  reppen,  twinE  for  a  local  range ;  the  second, 
more  extended  ;  and  the  third,  15  rappen,  or  centimes — 
the  former  employed  in  the  German,  the  Utter  in  the 
French  cantons — having  the  fartheft  privilege  of  circu- 
lation.- Most  of  the  Hamburg  Botiin  since  Hamer'a  are 


ir  ircoiid  query  is  ane 

ig.— The  black  penny 

-  'Iter  to  any  pr-*  - 

n  and  Ireland. 


V.  K. 


Hamburg  E 
flctilioUB.  as  ive  hare  so  frequently  inUmated. 

E.  F.  WiLME.-Tour  >meU  French  aWmp  ia  a 
whim  of  (he  prinli 
above.— Kranti  ia  i 

ofBciela  of  course  i_ 

United  Kingdom  of  Great  L 

E.    W.    BossE,    Torqua,.     ._.    _, 

•iecu(ed  copy  of  one  of  the  numerous  travesties  of 
Uulready's  envelopes. — No  doubt  ail  the  WUrtemburg 
envelopes  arc  printed  on  Uuiih-tinted  aa  well  aa  white 
paper. — We  do  not  know  anything  reapecting  Justin 
Lallicr's  'laterpostal  ijlamp,  Hamburg.'— Wo  should 
like  to  see  ■  Ballon'a  Praser  iUver  Express,'  '  Freeman's 
Kxpreas.' and  '  JeHray'a  Express'  ataiupa,  'used  by  the 
Uritish  Columbian  miners,  on  forwarding  lettcre  to 
EngUnd,  tia  California  and  the  Bocky  Mountains.'- 
Your  French  '  Timbre  Imperial,  Seine,'  ia  a  bill  or 
receipt-stamp.— We  had  never  previously  remarked  Ibat 
(here  are  two  sorts  of  green  penny  queen's-head  Vic- 
torias, beaida  the  one  wilhout  devicea  in  the  comere 
Thanka  for  the  information.— We  have  not  yet  seen  the 
newly-issued  Wiirtemburg  9  kreuner,  but  have  no  doubt 
of  itn  being  the  same  colour  as  tbc  envelope  of  equivalent 
value.  If  you  have  seen  a  black  one,  it  must  be  either 
an  essay  or  an  engraving.— The  greenish-blue  old  Thum 
and  Taxis  3  kreuier  ia  now  of  some  rarity,  especially  if 
unused. — Tour  variety  of  the  40-c.  French  empire  must 
bo  an  accidentally  abraded  specimen. 

A.  C.,  London,— We  cannot  give  any  opinion  on  the 
nellorHicni 


larkoUblo  value  of  your  O'Connell  or 
'  one  of  the  first  impressioi 
t  bv  the  printer  for  app 


4  leniBgusn  enuys, 

-ed  penny  Englut 

.'     AUobjecta  of /an. 

tu  iLutv  out  II  juLuuouH  vbIuc  ^  snd  a  auddeu  an< 
■ipetlcd  influx  of  any  rarities  would  immcdiatcij 
reciale  their  value,     'The  assay  first  mi'ntioni.'d  beiin 

h  prire,  and  is  only  met  with  when  sonji 

broken  up  for  aale. 


ol/c™ 
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C^TAMPS  SENT  on  APPROVAL.-Ciwts  ft 


■pOSTAGK-STAMl'    AIJIUSI.       Bt    JUSTES    LAL- 


pOSTA  aiC  a'-aTJ.^i?  C^Tmilr^^iwf  of  the  Co^ 


WY.,  of   M,    Soulh  John  Street,  Liverpool,   hu 


•  trndUtt  IVIro.,  K  nte  Umt,  Id.  (vtl ;  Rolucu.  >  iKl. 


ltlf^^.ta.^ 


OTASIPS;     STAMPS!— SADIN    *   WESTON,    M, 


'PHK  POSTAt-E-STAMP  1I1()XIFIEB.-A1I  Stunp 
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WTOUNO  &  Co.»  Aintree,  near  Liverpool,  Who^e- 
,  nto  Mid  RH«n  DetUiMV  In  uMtd  and  vntutd  Forpifm  Postage 
SMaqM;  vfll  amd  tin  ir  Priw  Llat.  trlring  daU  of  iMtm.  dnrriyHtm,  kt.,  of 
MM  tnrWtk*.  on  rrerlpC  of  hfio  prwtagA  RtAtnpii.  Th«  fnllcrMIng  is  an 
fsuapbtoftbphrprieeaftir  KUKaerf  Btamp*  (nil  oUirr  kind*  and  mjm  on«« 
at  flqoallr  modMiUe  prion,  for  which  ww  I JM) :— Aiutrin,  1  \r„  Id.  r«eh, 
td.  per  Aatm ;  2  kr..  Sd.  «arh,  1/2  p*  r  dmm  ;  3  kr.  and  dit  o  fur.,  id,  rach, 
lA  pwdoKn :  AiMtrUn  Italy,  2  Midi.  2d.  each,  1/6  p«>r  doa^n  ;  3  soldi  and 
ttto  MF.,  3d.  nM!h,  2/  per  dna-n ;  Badc^.  Bararla.  Gn-many.  and  \Vnr> 
tMBbarg.  1  kr..  Id.  each,  xd.  p«>r  dMum ;  3  kr.  and  ditto  tnv.,  2d.  each.  1/6 
fff  down  ;  Hivklrtibnnr.  )  •M'h..  Pnrtngal,  &  rrlii.  Pramw.  2  «.,  and  8«Im 
Ic, ld.eaeh.6d.  p«>r  Aiewnx',  Hpain. 2  euarlo*.  Malta.  }d..  Bnudl,  10  rvi*. 
Bwfaadani  (fnrnt.  ProMfa,  6  pf..  and  Oldmbarg  \  and  \  gro.,  2d.  «a«h. 
l/prr  doBMi ;  Luxiinbttrg.  1  e..  Id.  I'aeb.  3d.  per  dprntn  \  2  e..  Id.  each,  6d. 
mtr  dflcm ;  4  e..  Id.  each.  lOd.  per  dnaen ;  10  and  12)  «.,  2d.  each,  IJi  p^ 
mmm,2l  p«r  aHi  Lnb«Tk  fm^w  imme).  |  ach.,  Id.  each.  lOd.  per  dnarn  ; 
1  kIu.  2d.  eaeh,  1/6  per  docen,  1/3  per  $tt,  enrelopea  aame  price ;  Berae- 
dorf. Mune price ;  HanoTer  (laaue  I85T),  3 pf..  6d.  each;  Hamburg,  )  wn., 
■ad  Denmark.  2  vk..  Id.  each.  lOd.  per  dntm:  Hanovrr,  3  pf..  Pmasia, 
f  pf..  wad  Saznnjr  ^neir  ianu),  3  pf..  Id.  each,  8d.  per  doaen  ;  Bason j  ^acir 
vnvj.  |gr.,  2d.  each,  1/  per  dtMen;  Oermanr.  )  and  1  gr..  Id.  each,  9d. 
f^dtmm:  Greeee,  1  lep..  Id.  each.  4d.  per  (toaen;  2  lep..  Id.  each,  lOd. 
p"  doam.  2/»  per  ••'t :  Sweden,  3  ore,  Norwiwr,  2  nk.,  and  Holland,  6  c, 
M.  nirh,  m  per  dna<m ;  Barbadoea  (Hw),  Rahamaii,  Jamaica.  Rt.  Vln- 
erat.  nL  I.ncU.  Trinidad.  Grenada.  Nerin,  Prince  Edward'*  laland.  Vene- 
<»U,  and  Nawfoimdland,  all  at  3d.  each  :  New  Brunswick  and  Nora 
Scotia,  1  cent,  2d.  each ;  Chili.  1  eentavn,  6d.  eaeh :  Italy,  1  and  2  cent*, 2d. 
•A:  Uberte.  6  c.  1/each;  Coeta  Rica.  4  rl.,  1/  each  ;  2rla.,  2/  each; 
Qw^Mland  (Id.).  Sd.  each.  2/6  per  dnaen ;  (2d.),  6d.  each ;  (3d.).  9<l.  each ; 
Od.).  1/3  eaeh ;  d/),  2j  eaeh  :  Italian  cMnrii,  in  6  eolnura,  1/  eaeh  ;  Hong 
lonf.  2  een^a,  4d.  each.  ^  per  docen  ;  United  State*,  2  cents  (new  Issne), 
Sd.  each,  1/6  per  dnsen :  S-e.  ear..  3d.  each,  ii  per  doien  ;  2  cents  (tmaf*), 
laS eolnan.  1/ each :  Pony Expreea,  10 eenit  bnum,  1/ each ;  local  American 
mat  I/S  per  doaen.  asaortai.  All  the  above  stamp*  nnmnilUd  pnturne. 
Or4tn  tawaidsd  per  rrt«n»  «/  post  iritfcoMi  /ail.  N.B.— All  eommanlea- 
tioas  re(|airing  a  repljr  to  eonlain  a  stamp  fn*  thak  purpose. 

C^  K.  JONES,  69,  Barlow  Street,  Ardwick,  Manchester, 
'•  ean  svpplr  stamps  cbaapw  than  ever  sold  belfare,  as  the  fhllowfng 
Inr  namples  wdl  show,  \\%.—\  e.  Uni'ed  States  env..  Id.  eaeh ;  Hanorer, 
I-I&,  1.30,  Id.  each.  7/ per  100;  Hanorer,  enTclopet.  1,  2,  and  3.  lid.,  3d., 
•ad  Sd.  »ach ;  Brunswick,  1.  2,  and  3.  lid..  3d.,  and  4d.  eaeh ;  Sicilians.  2 
fn..'U.«aeb:  PortOtfese,  2S  Donna  Msffia. 3d.  each;  Don  Pedro.  2d.  each, 
H  per  Asm. ;  Prtnee  Edward  laland,  penny,  twopenny,  threepenny,  fbur- 
{^mr.  sixpenny,  and  nivtepenny,  2d..  4d.,  M.,  9a..  Od..  and  1/  each ;  New- 
"•wdlwMC  pennr.  twopennr,  threepenny,  flyepenny,  and  flvepenny-half- 
peoiiy.  3d-.  Sd..  6d.,  »d.,  and  lOd.  each ;  Nora  Scotia,  new.  2e.,  2id.  each,  or 
r  P^  in. ;  old  Nora  SeoCla,  threepenny  and  alxpenny,  6d.  and  9A.  each  ; 
fwNew  Brvnawirk,  threepenny  and  sixpenny,  Od.  each  ;  old  penny  and 
tw>peany  Brvnawlek,  3d.  and  1/ :  new  Sachaen.  A.  lid.  per  do«. :  ).  1/3  per 
dfls.:  new  Atastrian,  lid.  each;  2  and  4  Ml.  Romagna  (warrnmed 
fvasine),  1^  ewh  ;  Sicilian  6. 10,  and  20, 1/  and  1/3 :  Modena,  6d.  to  1,<6 
•Mh:  old  1  eoldl  Tuscany.  6/;  sets  of  10  I.ubeck,  3/6;  \  Lubeck,  1/3  per 
•Men :  I  esT.rOldenburg.  2d.  each.  1/6  per  dm.;  A.  |,  lid.  and  3d.  each,  1/3 
p(T  doz4  also,  call,  all  diffrrent  and  good  eople*.  10.  3d. ;  20.  6d. ;  60. 
U:  100. 3r6;  150,7/6;  200,11/;  300.2m/;  POO.SO/:  also  the  fbllnwing  good 
CoUertieeie.  *!«..  300  Tery  nieely  Mranged  and  rare  stamp*,  38/ ;  200.  21/ ; 
C«,  W ;  «00;  110/ :  and  one,  KO.  £10.  C.  K.  J.  also  buys  to  any  amount, 
y^^ied  Agenta  in  Bwitsorland  and  Germany  to  sell  at  16  per  cent,  eom- 


ll^ONDERFULLY  CHEAP!    Mr.  GEORGE  PRIOR, 

T  T  of  «,  F«-nchurrh  Street.  Lmidnn,  E.  C,  Is  now  prepared  to  send 
«•*  kls  nctoi»er  Lisi— and  with  It  he  givni.  gratis,  an  unused  Continental 
^•atp  that  cannot  Call  to  pleaaa— poRt  free  on  rec  ipt  of  three  stamps.  ' 


.  — ]  to  pleaaa— poRt  free  on  rec  ipt  of  three  stamps. 

btnwifhntUatc—raHSKL- Sandwich  Islands,  6  c,  4d. ;  2e.  and  13  c, 
"*k  »ery  rars,  at  prieea  equally  low ;  Nora  Seotia,  1  c,  2d. ;  New  Bmns- 
*iek.  1  e.,  2d. ;  Danish  enTel«mes  rrrj  low ;  Lubeek,  16W.  6  labels  or  6 
nvelopes  Ibr  1/3;  Saxony.  1863,  6  labels,  1/9;  4  envelopes,  1/6;  United 
■ttle*  and  Confederate  stamps  ivry  low.  t'serl.— Ponjr  Express,  6d.  each ; 
(^^•■•da.  $  e.,  be«Tar.  Id. ;  10  e.,  prince,  2d.    Price  IJst  as  abora,  with  rare 

•*MBp.3d. 

GOLDEN    OPPORfUNiTY\^r  BOLTOnT^^ 

Spring  Strert,  Hull,  has  for  sale  a  rrry  superior  Collection  con- 
Wnlng  orer  706  St^mp*.  of  which  about  400  are  unused.  Tl»e  stamps 
wain  Mie of  Lalller**  VZl^ albums.  The collrc'lm  eomprisea  an  unusual 
■•■hii— liir  Ita  ahce — or  rare  and  obsolete  stamps,  and  ererr  stamp  is 
•"rranted  to  be  In  good  eondKlnn.  It  has  been  formed  by  G.  B.  himself, 
»wa  eeiy  grewt  aare,  and  Is  In  ereiy  way  an  unusually  good  one.  The 
P«lMb  <I0.  and  no  leas  can  be  accepted.  Detailed  lIMa  will  be  sent  if 
>*'qairpd;  or  a»  ncetpi  of  half  a  XIO  note  the  collection  will  ha  sent  for 
iMpeetbm. 


THE   GREAT    SENSATION    CARD.— This    extra- 

X  ordbtarT  pmrinetinn  of  modem  art  contal  s  the  portraits  of  over 
M66  LKlag  aod  HIstorfeal  rel#4>r1tles,  and  is  drslgned  not  merely  as  a 
pbetographle  eitrieaity,  but  as  a  medium  of  instruction  and  entertain- 
Meni.  It  Is  hetlered  to  be  impoflsible  fnr  any  one  to  glance  over  it  without 
•tooceTeenmlsing  the  portraits  of  very  many  whose  deeds  are  as  fiimlliar 
••  •  bowse  hold  wonts,'  thereby  introducing  an  eainr  and  agreeable  source 
ef  wwiTers^tion  into  all  circles  of  socMy.  Price  l/l  !>*>■*  ft**.  1/1  • 
Addifss.  STATToan  SJirni  *  Smith,  13.  George  Street,  Bath. 

THE  SHILLING   CARTE- DE-VISITE  ALBUM,  to 

X  hidd  Twelve  Pbrtratt*.  I*  the  rheap^nt  album  erer  is*ned.  Strongly 
krawd  tn  man  leather,  with  clasp  and  gilt  edge*.  The  mounts  are  manu- 
fc*teT«d  of  the  beet  cardboard,  with  gold  bordrrs.  Post  tnt,  1/3. 
Addraas,  Stattobd  Smrm  ft  Smith,  13,  Oeorga  Street,  Bsih. 


PRICES  EXTRAORDINARY !— Those  who  wwh  to 
complete  their  collections,  or  add  to  their  number  of  pwtHg« 
stampa.  should  send  at  once  to  Mr.  ¥.  E.  Millab.  of  166,  Queen's  RoiSl, 
Dalston,  London,  N.  E.,  and  eneloae  three  stamps  for  his  Prim  List,  with 
which  he  sends  to  each  applicant  a  very  scarce  unused  postage  stamp, 
only  issued  a  few  weeks,  and  hardly  known  of  at  present.  r>n  sale,  all 
KKMserf.- Lubeek.  1863.  6  bibels,  1/3;  6  envelopes,  1/3;  Saxony.  IU63,  6 
labels.  1/9;  4 envelopes.  1/6;  New  Brunswick,  1  c,  engine.  3d.:  Turkish. 
3/6  the  set  of  4 ;  Sandwich  Islands.  6  c,  bine,  Id. ;  also  2  c.  ai»d  13  c. 
clean,  at  equally  low  prices.  Denmark  envelopes  and  United  Statca 
esanys  at  very  low  prie.«.  All  «««/.- Canada,  5  c.,  beaver.  Id.;  Pony 
Exnreiis,  6d.,  and  many  others  too  numerous  to  mention.  N.B.— Prlee 
LtiA  and  the  rare  stamp,  as  above,  post  ftree  for  thnrptnet. 

^KLLING   OFF!      SELLING   OFF!      IMMENSE 

O  SACRIFICE !  -  Messrs.  Hooper  k  Forwaro  ar«  now  selling  off 
their  entire  stock  at  greatly  reduced  p'iees.  Examples: -Collections  of 
25  varieties.  4  1.:  W),  6.1.;  100,2/;  ISO.  4/ ;  300,  16/;  MO,  30/;  600.  X2;  700 
X4 :  1000,  £10;  1200.  X12:  also  nnus.Hl  CosU  Rica,  i  r..  l/r2  r..  1/6.  or  used 
OiLeach;  Nicaragua,  same  price;  lonKn  Islands,  6d,  per  set;  Confede- 
rate States,  2,'  per  nH  of  15 ;  Local  American,  3d.  each.  For  others  all 
equally  low,  sea  Price  List-gratis  with  a  very  rare  stamp  on  receipt  of 
one  stamp  for  Postage.  P.S.— Colleetora  should  apply  inimediatelv. 
Address.  Messrs.  Hooprr  k  Forward,  I,  Hanover  Court,  MUton  S^est 
London,  E.  V.  ' 


RARE  STAMPS  at  LOW  PRICES.— Modena,  6  c. 
sreen,  10  e.  rose,  15  e.  yellow.  25  e.  primrose.  2/6  the  set  of  4 ;  PRrnfa 
6  c.  yellow.  10  c.  white,  25  c.  purpl'*,  25  e.  red-brown,  3/  set  of  4  ;  Tus^ 
cany  (arms).  le.  viol*  t,  6  c.  green.  10  e.  brown,  20  c.  blue,  1/  the  set  of  4  • 
Tuscany  (lliWD.l  quattr  black.  I  cnisia  marone.  2rra.  bine  4  era.  irreen' 

ti  *'*l!f'  '  £T-   u"T«**r2T"J  »?•.  "".';.*  ^-  «»™»ine.  fo  gr.  deep  blue, 
30  gr.  bine-black,  3/G  the  set  of  5.    Addraas,  t»TAm>RO  Smitm  *  SMrTu 
13,  (leorge  Htrert.  Bath.  ™*      «»«rm, 

JAMKS  BRENNAN,  37,  Nassau  Street  (opposite  the 
Poet-Offlce).  New  York.  United  Statea,  has  always  on  hand  a  laiM 
stock  of  Kuri'lgn  atid  American  Stamps,  used  and  unused.  Ordm 
promptly  executed.    Stamps  exchanged. 

'I  JIB  SHILLIN(J  CREST  ALHUM  is  strongly  bound 

1      hi  fiincy  cloth  and  lettered  on  side.  Post  tne,  1/2.  Addreas.  Staftoro 
Sjirni  k  Sjirm.  13,  George  Street,  Bath.  *rwxMmu 

CATALOGUE  of  POSTAGE  STAMPS,  edit^  by 
KacHiKscHK  *  RnoBR.  of  Leipilg.  Contains  list  of  1300  stamps 
with  preftiee  In  Engliiih,  French,  and  0*TTnan,  also  a  Money  Table' 
Elegantly  printed,  foolscap  Hvo.    Price  1/.  post  firee. 

USED  STAMI'S,  consi!»tin^  of  old  and  new  issues  of 
Saxony.  Prussia.  Bavaria.  Austria  (arms).  Austrian  Italy.  Oermany 
(1,3,  6,  Tk.,  1, 2. 3  s.  g.),  Hanover  (I-IO,  1-16,  1-30),  Norway  (2,  3,  4,  and  8 
Bch.),  Baden  (old  issue,  figure  In  centre).  Sicily,  or  Nm»1*«,  kr.,  ke.  Ibr 
sale  at  the  veiy  low  price  of  2/  per  hundred  mixtd,  Addrass,  J.  J.  H 
Btockau.  k  Co.,  Broad  Oreen,  near  Liverpool. 


1000 


PHOrOGRAPHIC    PORTRAITS    for   ONE 

-      SHILLING.— Just  published,  carte  de  visiteslacbeautlftilly 

executed,  1060  Microscopic  Portraits  of  Eminent  Pnrsonagrs.  Price  1/ • 
post  fttie,  1/1.  Address.  STArFonn  Smith  k  Surm,  13,  George  Street.  Bath! 

QANDWICH  ISLANDS!  HONOLULU !— The  abore 

k/  lAamps  fbr  sale :  2  c  rose. 5  c.  blue,  and  13  c.  red  at  vetr  low  prlee*. 
Addreas.  Mr.  F.  E.  Milij^r,  166,  Queen's  Road.  Dalston.  London.  N.E., 
and  send  three  penny  stamps  for  his  new  and  very  large  Price  Ust,  with 
which  Mr.  Millar  sends,  gratis,  a  very  rare  Mausttl  Continental  stamp. 

MARVEL   OF  CHEAPNESS.— The   SHILLING 

CARTE:-DE-V1S1TE  ALBU.M.  to  hold  12  portrait*,  is  the  ebeapest 
album  ev<«r  Issued.  Strongly  bound  In  roan  leather,  wl  h  clasp  and^t 
edges.  The  mounts  are  manufiictared  of  the  best  eardboard.  with  gold 
borders.  Post  free,  1/2.  Address.  STAffVORi)  SMrm  k  Smith,  13.  OaorRa 
StreM.  Bath.  "^ 


A  COLLECTION  of  nearly  300  STAMPS  to  be  sold 
fbr  IR/.    Apply  to  T.  P.  Ykatr,  Aoocks,  k  Co..  HIbemla  Chambsrs. 
London  Bridge.  E.C. 


9A  AAA     ORLITERATED     FOREIGN     STAMPS 

/CAJ^yJW  WANTED  TO  PIHICHASE.  excloalve  of  French  and 
American.  Lowest  price  per  thousand  to  be  (brwarded  to  SrArroRO 
SMrm  k  SMrrn.  the  Foreign  Stamp  and  Orest  Dep«t,  Bath. 

SWEDISH  STAMPS.— All  varieties  may  be  had  for 
6d.  per  doien.  by  iipplylng  to  Box  97.  Post-Offloe.  Glasgow. 

RMS    AND    FLAGS    FOR   STAMP    ALBUMS.— 

Staflbrd  Smith  k  Smith  have  Just  received  a  supply  of  the  Arms  of 
all  Nations  and  Flags  of  all  Nations  specially  adapted  Ibr  stamp  albums, 
being beautiftilly  emblaioned  In  gold  and  silver.  Price  1/6  each  set; 
post  fhw,  1/7.  Address,  Stattord  SMrfH  k  SMrru.  13,  George  S  reei,  Bath. 

ARE  and  OBSOLETE  POSTAGE  STAMPS  for  sale 

by  R.  W.  Pmo.  Dublin. 


R 
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THE  STAMP  COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE.         [Oct.  1, 1863. 


500 


PHOTOGRAPHIC     PORTRAITS    for    8IX- 

PBNCE.— Juai  tmbllHhed,  carte  de  Tisito  niv,  bMintinilljr  ra- 
cvutMl.  MieroHoaplr  PhotofrrsnltB  of  npwards  of  fOO  Emint^t  Ptrttanikgw. 
Piioe6d. :  pcMii  free,  7<L  Addren,  Stapfobd  Smith  A  SviTH,  13.  Ueinve 
Btroei.  Biith. 

EOEGE  HTAM8,  19,  Walrot  Buildings.  Bath,  sends 

Rtampe  on  spprovml  on  rseelpt  of  atamped  envelope.  Bandwleh 
Ulandt.  2  cent*  (Uku  iHa)  red,  4d. ;  6  cento  blue,  id. :  Swan  River  two- 
penny, 4d. ;  Portugal  (Donna  Haria),  25  blue.  3d. ;  Braall,  30  black,  2d. 


I 


MPORTANT  !   IMPORTANT  !  IMPORTANT  !— 

R.  W.  Pbcm,  Stamp  Merchant.  Holloi  Street.  Dublin,  tun  now  fbr 
■ale  a  moat  est4m8ive  and  varied  stoek  of  Foreign  and  Colonial  Stamm, 
all  of  which  he  In  Mlliug  at  low  rate*  of  pricee,  which  have  gained  him 
•ueh  an  rstenaive  bualneM.  Hie  itoek  include*  manjr  very  rare  and  obeo- 
kite  Rtampe.  and  over  one  hundred  tboueand  of  the  eommouer  Borta,  at 
priera  fWim  one  penny  up.  A  few  aent  on  approval  on  modpt  of  atamp. 
Colleeti«Mia  of  all  aisea  on  aale.    Stampa  bought.    Apply  by  letter  only. 

19    UNUSED    STAMPS    for    NINEPENCE,     viz., 

X'W  lO-reifl  Bnuil ;  3-pf.,  )  Saxony ;  2-krpncer  Au»trla,  etc.  G.  RAricix, 
13V,  Laadenhall  StroFi,  London.  Send  two  atampa  fbr  Ltat  and  2  unused 
•tampa  gratia.  Foreign  and  colonial  oorrenpoudento  wanted.  Stauipa 
bongnt.  ~ 

4  TNCOGNITO/    22,    Oxford   Terrace,   Clnpham,  S., 

JL    aenda  atampa   for  approval.     Modena,   Parma,  Romagna,  etc, 
alwaya  on  hand.    Apply  by  letter. 

DMcCORKINDALE,  70,  George  Square,  Glasgow, 
•  Send  fbr  Price  Llat.  Romama,  9d.  eaeh;  aet  of  aeven.  6/;  old 
Saxony,  Id. ;  old  Norwar,  3d. ;  Confederatea  (genuine),  1/ ;  Pmaaia,  1, 2, 
S.  Id.,  4d.  per  docen ;  Uanorer,  1,  2,  3.  Id. ;  Norway,  2, 3,  4,  and  8,  Id., 
Jtc,  ftc 

THE  CHEAPEST  PACKET  of  STAMPS.-lTie 
sixpenny  Pneket  of  Stampa  eontalna  20  varietiee  of  Foreign  and 
Colonial  Poetajse  Stampa,  all  in  good  condition,  many  being  unobllte- 
rated.  Poet  ttte  tbr  aeven  at&japa.  Addraas,  Stattobo  Ssirra  *  SxriH. 
13,  George  Street,  Bath. 

STAMPS  SENT  for  APPROVAL,  by  0.  FLEET, 
Peekham,  Surrey,  on  receipt  of  atamped-dlreeted  envelope.  Ool- 
leetora  on  aending  abould  also  state  the  claM  of  stampa  requilred.  All 
letters  anawered  per  return. 


GENTS  WANTED  in  Schools  and  Colleges,  to  sell 

liasion.    No  aceurlty  requirMl.    Further 
iding  stamped  envelope  to  O.  Vlmkt, 


jX     stampa  at  a  very  lUr  commiasion.    No  aceurlty  requirMl.    Further 
paritculara  to  be  okitained  by         "         ' 
FMkham,  Surrey. 


A  COLLECTION  of  600  different  kinds  of  Postage 
stampa  fbr  aale  very  eheiui.  neatly  arranged  in  cme  of  Oppen'a 
albuma.  with  spaces  fbr  the  deflcient  ones.  For  price,  etc.,  O.  Flket, 
Peekham.  Surrey. 

MISS   STANLEY,  22,  Oxford  Terrace,   Fentiman's 
Road,  London,  S.,  has  some  duplicates  fbr  sale,  and  wishes  to 
porehaao  rare  stamps. 

T>ARE  and  OBSOLETE    POSTA'gE~STAMPS,   in- 

X\>  eluding  BrasOa,  Spaniah,  Sicily.  Parma,  Modena,  Buenos  Ayres, 
Ac.  at  low  prices.  Co^  Rica,  unuaed,  3/  per  set.  all  guaranteed. 
J.  IxoH.  Buckingham  Terrace,  Bonnera  Roaa.  London,  A  ralleetloin  of 
TOO  varieties  for  aeven  guineas ;  one  of  iOO,  three  guineas. 

THE  'SHILLING  ALBUM'  is  a  neat  and  serrioe- 
able  book,  strongly  bourd  in  cloth,  and  ruled  to  contain  over  1400 
■tamps.  Post frw,  one  stamp  extra.  11.W.  Pboo,  11,  UoUes Street,  Dublin. 

FDUNN,  Dealer  in  Stamps,  191,  Upper  Street, 
•  Islington,  sends  atampa  out  on  i^^mval  to  any  amount.  Send  13 
stampa  fbr  F.  Dunn'a  Packet  of  Postage  Stamps,  containing  40  difEerani 
kinds,  several  unused.    List  aent  on  rereipt  of  one  stamp. 

MENLOVE  BROTHERS  send  SUmps  on  inspection 
on  receipt  of  atamped  envelope.  Rare  atampa  ean  be  preeured. 
M.  B.  wiah  to  purehaae  good,  clean,  and  unused  obsolete  stamps. 
Addreaa,  22,  Upper  Baker  Street,  Ltmdon,  N.  W. 

STAMPS !  STAMPS !  STAMPS !— A.  R.  HUGHES, 
1,  Poplar  Clrove,  Cross  Lane,  SalfWd,  Manchester,  la  selling  collec- 
tions of  60  varlHies,  l/«:  100  ditto,  3/0 ;  160.  6/6;  200, 10/6.  Ust  sent  on 
reeelpt  of  a  stamped-direeted  envelope.    iMampe  bought  and  exehaaged. 

-inCi    AMERICAN~P08TAGE   STAMPS  "for   On¥- 

±0\J  AKD-SIXPBNCE.-Juat  pnbUahed.  earte  de  vislte  sice,  beau- 
tiftally-ezeeuted  Microscopic  Photographs  of  nearly  160  Ameriean  Postage 
Stamps.  Price  1/6;  postfkve,  1/7.  Address.  Staitoko  SMim  ft  SauTB, 
13,  Geofge  Street,  BaiUu 


(i  W.  WILKINSON,  9,  Goldsmith  Square,  Stoke 
3"  a  Newlngton,  I.ondon,  N..  has  fbr  sale  the  fbllowUig  stamps:— 
Argentine  Confbdoration  and  Republic,  British  Columbia,  Chili.  Fin- 
land—adhesive  and  envelopes,  Cneta  Rica.  Granada  (TonfoKUviitbm.  Hong 
Kong,  old  Italy.  Norway  and  Sweden,  in  at4a,  unniied.  Nicaragua,  Qn  -ena- 
land.  St.  Thomas.  St.  Lucia,  flvepcnny  and  eightpenny  New  Sootli  Widea. 
and  othera  too  nnmeroua  to  mention,  which  he  amdii  out  on  approval  on 
reeelpt  of  atamped  envelope.    N.B.— Danbh  envelopea  expected  ahortly. 

THE  SIXPENNY  PACKET  of  S TAM PS.—Tliis 
Packet  eontalna  20  varietlea  of  Foreign  and  Colonial  Pnafcaee 
Stamps,  all  in  good  condition,  many  being  unobl iterated.  Poet  firee  nr 
seven  stamps.  Address.  STAm>KD  SiUTH  *  Surra,  IS.  Cleorge  Strett, 
Bath. 


10,000 


OBLITERATED  COLONIAL  POSTAGE 

STAMPS  WANTED  TO  PURCHASE.  The  stampa  of  the 
following  eountriea  are  mostly  reoniied : —Antigua.  Bahamas.  Barbadon, 
Britbh  Guiana,  Canada,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  C«>ylon.  Grenada,  Jamaica, 
ManriUuM.  Natal,  Nevis,  New  Brunawiek,  New  South  Wslee,  New  Zealand, 
St.  Helena.  St.  Lucia.  St.  Vincent,  Tasmania.  Trinidad,  and  Vletaria, 
l.iowest  price  per  thousand  to  be  fbrwardod  to  SrarrDRD  BMtm  it  Smith, 
the  Forrign  iitamp  and  Crest  DepM,  Bath. 

TITALTER  B.  WHITTAKER.  Howard  Street,  Infjin- 

T  f       try  Bks.,  Salford,  will  sond  his  Priced  C.»taIo«ue.  «{th  an  on- 
obliterated  Continental  on  receipt  of  two   stamps.     Parties  eoneetiog 

shoulil  have  one  of  this  winter,  to  reAsr  to  for  cheap  stamps.  N.B lockets 

of  20  varietlea.  40. ;  10  ditto,  2d.    Stamps  bought. 

LBUMS  !     ALBUMS  !     ALBUMS  !        A  uplendid 

Album,  ruled  to  contain  1400  stamps,  on  highly  glased  paper,  and 
bound  strongly  -n  ftmey  cloth  backs,  will  be  aent  post  fW»e  en  ree<4pt  of  13 
stamps.    W.  B.  WnrrrAKKK,  Howard  Street,  Infkntry  Bks.,  Sallbrd. 

OCAL    AMERICAN     POSTAGE    STAMPS.— The 

J  Fl\ie-ShUling  Packet  of  Local  American  Postage  Stamps  eontalns 
20  varieties.  Port  ft«e,  6/1.  Addraas,  STArroao  Sjuth  *  BMmi.  13, 
George  Street,  Bath. 

Now  Btadj,  New  Edition,  pott  ito.,  Triet  Fitt  SkiOimm. 

THE  BEST  POSTAGE-STAMP  ALBUM  PUB- 
USHED.— Oppxx's  Postage-Stainp  Album  and  Catalogue  of 
Britlsli  and  Foreign  Postage  Stamps.  .  Containing  evcrv  Infonnatian  to 
ffulde  the  eolleetor,  with  a  full  account  of  all  the  stampa  of  ev«7  country. 
The  Album,  price  3/6.  and  Catalogue,  ]Miee  ^6.  can  be  bad  semratdly. 
London :  B.  BI.AKE,  421,  Strand. 


M 


OUNT  BROWN'S  new  PRICE   UST  of  obsolete 

and  new  stomps  fbr  October,  post  ftnee.  3d.  124,  GheapaMe,  London. 


FOR  SALE,  35e.,  a  very  choice  CollecUon  of  224 
stamps,  warranted  genuine,  all  good  qiedmena:  6S  ttnused:  over 
60  out  of  use.  C<mtains  an  unused  sot  of  new  U.  S.  (adh«aiv«is)  ;  also  eU 
set-3, 6, 24. 30,  unused ;  the  rest  uaed,  except  90  c  If  not  sold  by  lOlh. 
atampa  aold  aeparatdy.  OnI«  one  of  tack  kittd.  Apply  Ibr  LJat  to  W.  C 
AiXBM,  Paradise  Row,  StiAe  Newington. 

LL  COLLECTORS,  whether  commencing  or  finish- 

IngeoUeetlons,  should  appbr  to  A.  B.,  67,  York  Plaea^  EdlBbw)^ 
who  has  on  hand  great  varieties  of  stamps.    Priees>efr7lo«. 

QEND  STAMPED  ENVELOPE  to  A.  B.,   67,   York 

O    Place.  Edinburgh,  who  will  forward  on  approval  aelecHoos  of  hia 
stoek.    Saxon  and  Baden,  1860, 3/  per  doieu. 

HOLD    HARdI     look    HERE!    Sixtt^n   Unused 
Foreign  Postage  stamps  post  ft«eforl/3.     AddreH.Bfr.Oi 
Rowley  Green,  Bamet,  Herts. 

ryO   BE  ~SOLD~TO   THE  "HIGHES^BIDDER,  s 

I       CoUeotlon  of  040  Stamps,  nestljr  arranged  In  a  moraeeo-boond 


Album,  many  being  unobliterated.     Address.  G.  W.  WlXJumoM,  •,  OoM- 
smith  Square,  Stoke  Newington,  London.  N. 

IFTY  POUNDS  WILL  BE  GIVEN  for  a  Collection 

of  300  picked  Stamps,  particulars  of  whkh  may  be  obtained  froas 
the  undersigned.  Flrat-elaaa  collections  purchased  on  liberal  terma. 
Three  thouaand  need  colonial,  and  two  thousand  used  fiuvlcn  stampa 
requhed.    MocwT  BaowM,  124,  Obe^wide,  London,  E.  C. 

R.  R.  COWLEY-SQUIER,  Wellington  HaU,  Dow 

has  Just  received  many  hundred  dnplicatea,  in  addition  to  Us 
former  varied  assortment,  and  he  will  send  a  seleetJoo  on  approval  on 
raeeipt  of  a  stamped  envek^te.    Old  Belgian  10  e.,  20  c,  j/l  per  doaen. 

I^UE  POSTAGE-STAMP   COLLECTOR'S  POCKET 
ALBU.M.— Containinff  a  complete  TW>le  of  all  the  Poetace  Stamps 
i""®*  \9  each  Country,  Aate.  or  City,  wHh  spaoes  arranged  Ibr  tMr 


reeeodon.  The  whole  in  a  neat  and  portable  form,  with  llm»  and  elastfe 
band,  and  »  pocket  for  surplus  stamps.  Roan.  2/ ;  post  finse,%'l :  moroeoo 
orrussU,  3/6;  post  free,  3/8;  morocco  or  rttssU  gilt,  4/;  poat  fk«e,4/a. 
Staitoko  8iuni*8icrra.  13,  Qaorge  Street,  Bath.  ^ -•- 
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BEAUTIFULLY  PRINTED  in  C0L0UR8.-Now 
rawlr. »  New  and  ComplHr  Set  of  upwvd*  of  ISO  Tttlen  fbr  Stamp 
Albwns.  G«offraphieal1r  arranfTPd  ^  Dr.  J.  E.  Obat,  r.iuk.  r.Uik, 
T.%*.,  nc.,  off  the  BiitUh  Maaeuni.  Prie«  1/6 :  poet  finm.  1/7.  Spcebnen 
•IkMi  poat  fro«>  fbr  two  RtamiM.  London  :  R.  BLuiLBoaouoHik  Co.;  Bath: 
0MFroao  Smith  *  SMim,  I3,  Georgvi  Street. 

STAMPS   SENT    ON    APPROVAL.— Send   stamped 
eoTelaiM  to  J.  S.,  Post-Ofllce,  Waltham  on  the  Wolds,  near  Melton 
Momhnj. 

POCKET  ALBUM  for  CRESTS,  ARMS,  and  MONO- 
GIL/OIS.  Contafnhig  epaeee  amnipBd  for  1200  Tarteties.  Neatlj 
bomd.  wKh  porket.  fUp,  and  elaetie  band.  Roan,  2/ ;  poet  fkee.  2/1 : 
nororeo  or  rawia,  SM ;  pnet  free.  3^ :  morocco  or  nusla  gQi,  i/ ;  poet 
free,  V2.    OTArrouD  9mm  k  Sicrm,  13,  George  Street,  Bath. 

QTAMPS !   STAMPS  I-VANCE  &  Co.,  4,  Olire  Place, 

il  Abton  Street.  I^Adywood.  Birmingham,  aopply  all  kind*  of  Foreign 
and  GolonKl  Poetaire  Stamps  at  the  Toweet  possible  priees.  Collections 
ef  60  Tarlpti«<«.  1/0.  Send  list  of  requirements  fbr  prlee.  An/  quantity  of 
■tamps  booght.    Dealers  will  oblige  with  Lists. 

ANTED  TO  PURCHASE.— Collections  of  not  less 

than    1000  Stamps.    Address,  STAfTQBO  SMrni  *  Smith,  IS, 
George  Straot,  Bath. 

TNVALUABLB    TO    STAMP    COLLECl'ORS.      AU 

X  atamp  collectors  should  procure  one  of  Staflnrd  Smith  ft  Smith's 
Peetage  stamp  MaanUVing  Glosses,  which  will  be  ibund  uf  great  assistance 
ie  de&etiag  fiirged  stamps.  Address,  STATrOBD  SMrTH  *  SMrm,  13, 
Otargtt  Street.  Bath. 

WANTED  to  PURCHASE— Several  Thousand  For- 
eign and  Colonial  Postage  Stamps,  both  used  and  unused. 
AddreM,  stathig  lowest  price  per  hundred,  to  Mr.  F.  E.  Millak.  1M, 
Qneen'a  Bo*d,  l>aIstoB,  London.  V.  E.  N.B.--N0  French  or  Belgian 
wanted. 

rPHE    CHEAPEST   ALBUM    FOR   STAMPS.    ~The 

J  ShnUafr  Stamp  Album  Is  the  best  and  ehei^Mst  album  <br  Juvenile 
collectarw.  ramnd  in  ftuicjr  cloth,  and  lettered  on  side.  Post  nee,  1/2. 
Address,  BTArroKD  SMrra  *  Smith,  13,  George  Street,  Bath. 

I^HE  SHILLING  STAMP  ALBUM  is  the  Best  and 
Cbeapeet  Album  for  juTenUe  coIleetorB.  Bound  in  fkncjr  cloth  and 
fettered  on  ride.  Post  tnm,  1/2.  Address,  STArrono  Smith  *  Smith.  13, 
Geerge  Street.  Bath. 

MON  ANNONCE!— For  a  small  sum  of  money,  or 
Ibr  alreadl  stamped  postage  stamps  from  ibreign  countries, 
Aijcxamdhb  KoaiMBBaa  will  send  stamped  Austrian  stamos  of  every 
kind.    Letters  to  be  paid.    Vienna,  Tlgnimlln,  No.  42,  Stm.,  Hof. 

EAUTIFULLY    ILLUSTRA'J'ED.        Now    Readv, 

W  page*.  Heap.  4to.,  a  descriptive  Price  Catalogue  of  British,  Colo- 
•td,  and  Forwton  postage  stamps,  it^vlsed  and  corrncted  to  the  present 
tiai»  tnoB^v&d  with  upwards  of  fiO  engravings  of  new  and  rare  stamps, 
Waotlfiillj  printed  on  toned  JMWer.  Price  Sd. ;  post  finae,  7d.  Address, 
STjirroBD  Sm  rm  *  Smith,  13,  George  Street.  Bath. 

T>ONT  EXPRESS,  eight  varieties,  9d.    each ;  Sand- 

X  wieh  Islands.  15  eent,  W.  each;  ditto  6  cent,  3d.,  and  2  cent,  Sd. 
each,  nnoned.  Sent  on  i^iproval  by  W.  DuMONO,  Coin  and  Stamp 
Deakr.  RUIe  House,  Wostboume  Grove,  Bayswatsr. 

rpUE    BEST   PRICE    CATALOGUE   OF   STAMPS. 


BliHdi.  ColoMi^an: 
the  present  time. 


X  Now  tvmdj,  18  pages,  fbap.  4to.  A  descriptive  Price  Catalogue  of 
Col«Mii«.  and  Foreign  postage  stamps,  revised  and  etnreeted  to 
ent  time.    lUnstratra  with  upwards  of  fiO  Engravings  of  new  and 

K,  beaotlftaUy  printed  on  toned  paper    Pric<)  fid. ;  post  finae,  7d. 
ArroHO  Smith  k  Smith,  13,  Oeoi^  Street,  Bath. 

M~    ULREADY'S  (u8ed)~ENV ELOPES  and  COVERS, 
v«ii7  clean.    Several  fbr  sale,  post  free,  1^1.    Address,  Mdjuumr, 
Pmt-Qflle«.  Weymooth. 

LOOK    HERE!— Just    received,    the    following,    all 
anaaed  and  warranted  genuine :--Costa  Rlea,  2  ris.,  ^ ;  1  li.,  1/3 : 
&e.,2  e..V:  pMciflc  Steam  Navigation  Company's  stamps, 6/ 

Apply  to  JoBM  M. 


each :  and  many  otben  equally  rare  and  ehei4». 
LcmABn.  jaor.,  Middlesboro'-on-Tees. 

n^UE    CHEAPEST   ALBUM    FOR   CRESTS.     Thi 

X  Shilling  Crest  Album  Is  strongly  bound  in  tuicv  cloth  and  lettered 
en  tUm.  Post  firee,  1/2.  Address,  SrAFroBO  Smitu  k  SMrm,  13.  George 
St4«H.Batk. 

OOKS  of  CRESTS.— Each  book  contains  60  Crests 

hi  i^lfff.  beautifully  stamped  In  Colours,  with  a  Key  to  the  names 
«f  the  FamDIea  bearing  them.  This  work,  when  complete,  will  form 
the  amst  prrfect  Conectinn  extant,  and  Is  expected  to  contain  ever  3000 
Creaks.  Bobka  1.  and  11.  now  ready.  Price  1/  each:  post  ttte,  1/1. 
1, 9tAWWOmo  Smxtb  *  Smith,  13,  George  Stevet,  Bath. 


TO  STAMP  DEALERS.— STAFFORD  SMPTH  & 
SMITH  have  for  sale  the  following  unused  Stamps  at  the  annexed 
low  prkes  per  hundred :— Baden,  1  kr.,  4/6;  3  kr.,  10/6;  Belgium.  1  c.  9/; 
Boyd's  City  Express,  1  cent,  t^O ',  France,  1  c,  ^ :  2  c.  3/6 ;  4  c,  6/6 ;  5  c. 
6/0:  Italy.  1  c.  3/6 ;  2  c,  4/6 ;  6  c.  fV6 ;  Portugal.  10  rels.  7/6 ;  Saxony.  3  pf. 
(new  issue),  7/6;  i  n.  gr.,  lO.'O;  Switserland.  2  rap..  4/:  3nip..  M;  United 
States.  2-cent  adhesive.  13/6;  2-cent  envelope,  16/6.  Addrees  STArroao 
SMrrH  *  SMrra,  Foreign  Stamp  Importers,  Bath. 

J  AS.  J.  WOODS,  Hartlepool,  Dealer  in  Stamps  and 
Coins.  Monthly  List  on  recmpt  of  two  stamps,  and  an  unused 
statup  gratis.  Coins  bought  and  sold  on  eommlssion.  Trade  supplied, 
plied. 

ARMS,  CRESTS,  MONOGRAMS,  ETC.-A  large 
varied  of  the  above,  beautifhlly  stamped  in  Colours,  with  names. 
Price  3d.  per  sheet ;  postage  Id.  extra.  Aodress,  STArroaD  Smitu  k 
Smitb,  13,  George  Street,  Bath. 

WANTED  AGENTS  in  every  College,  University,' 
and  School,  and  Town  In  Englanil.  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  Isle 
of  Man.  France,  Switserland,  Belgium,  an^  Germany,  to  sell  stamps,  at  a 
commission  of  Ifiper  cent,  off  the  lowest  trade  priees.  Apply  at  once  to 
C.  K.  JoNBS,  60,  Otrlow  Street,  Ardwick,  Manchester. 

OA  STAMPS  for  SIXPENCE.— The  Sixpenny  Packet 

/0\J  of  stamps  contains  20  varieties  of  Kondirn  and  Colonial  Postmpe 
Stamps,  all  in  good  conditi<m,  many  being  unobliterated.  Post  trtu  &r 
•even  stamps.  Address,  STArffono  SMrru  k  Smith,  IS,  George  Street, 
Bath. 

q^HE     PRINCE     OF     WALES     ONE-SHILUNG 

J.  ALBUM,  to  Itnld  800  stamps,  bound  In  doth  and  lettered:  'the 
best  out.'    C.  R.  JoNRH,  fiO,  Itarlow  StreH,  Ardwick,  Manehe«t«r. 

q^O  COiiLECrORS  of  UNOBLITERATED  POSTAGE 

X  STAMPS.— The  One-Shllltng  Packet  of  Stamps  contain*  one  doaen 
varieties  of  Colonial  and  Foreign  Postage  Stamps,  all  ouoblUeratcd. 
Post  fhse,  1/1.  Address,  SrirroMD  Smith  *  Smith,  13,  George  Street, 
Bath. 

FW.  HENSTOCK  &  Co.,  Foreign  Stamp  Dealers, 
•  24,  Butler  Street,  Oreenheys.  Manchester,  are  now  prepiu«d  to 
supfdy  dealers  and  collectors  with  all  kinds  of  Foreign  Stamps.  Exam- 
ples:—old  Spanish,  1/3;  old  Belgian,  4d.;  old  Luxembourg.  4d..  *e.,  ke. 

WIT  AND  HUMOUR.-The  SHILLING  PACKET 
OF  CO.MIC  CARTES  DB  VISITE  contains  12  varieties  of  thcae 
cleverly-eaceeuted  and  most  amusing  pictures.  Post  firee,  1/1.  Address, 
STArroRD  SMrm  k  SMrrH,  13,  George  Street,  Bath. 

JOHN  ROSS,  136,  West  Graham  Street,  Glasgow, 
sends  stamps  on  inspection.  He  continues  to  give  an  unused  stamp 
with  his  IJst  of  MO  varieties  (sent  on  receipt  of  stamped  envelope).  The 
cheimest  List  published.  Continental  oonreqKmdeats  wanted.  Stamps 
bougbt. 

HOTOGRAPHY    EXTRAORDINARY— Just    Pub- 

llshed,  the  GREAT  SENSATION  CARD  fbr  carte  de  vlslte  Albums. 
Containing  photogr^ihic  portraits  of  over  1000  Living  and  Historical 
Celebrities.  Prlee  1/;  post  free,  1/1*  Address,  SrArroBO  Smith  *  SMrni, 
13.  George  Street,  Bath. 

MALTA,  Lubeokj  Bremen,  Sweden,  Saxony,  New- 
fbundland.  Prince  Edward  Island,  Hong  Kong,  Jw.  stamps  at 
lowest  pricM.  Also,  used,  French  rq»ublic.  20,  25 ;  preddency,  25 ;  Wur- 
temburg.  Tuscany.  Hanover,  Spain,  Thum  and  Taxis.  Baden,  Prussia, 
Baden.lw.  (1st  Issues).  Address,  A.  H..  Vine  Cottage,  Globe  Lane,  |pa> 
wicb.    Collections.  650,  wdl  arranged.  £6  6s. ,  300,  with  flags,  £3  8s. 
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EUROPEAN   POSTAGE   STAMPS  for   ONE- 

^w  v^  AND-SIXPENC^.— Just  published,  carte  de  vbite  siae,  beautt- 
ftally  executed  Microeoopic  PhotogrH>hs  of  nearly  160  European  Postage 
Stamps,  eomprlslng  both  obsolete  and  present  Issnes.  Prke  1/6:  poet 
tne,  1/7.    Address.  STArroBO  Siuth  *  SMrra,  IS,  George  Street.  Bath. 

PRIVATE  COLLECTOR  wishes  to  dispose  of  some 

stamps.    A  written  Price  IJst  forwarded  on  receipt  of  stampM- 
dtoeeted  envelope.    Address,  H.  I.,  20,  Baker  Street.  Portman  Square,  W. 

COLLECTION  of  660  varieties  to  be  sold  for  £6. 

Catalogue  will  be  sent  If  yon  apply,  post-paid,  to  Hum  Bbhhhard, 
Oymnaslttmsgasse,  Coburg.  Germany. 

jrbw  rwidy.     fbarik  tdifion,  fcvfsed,  aiiysieafsif ,  amd  eometei, 

CATALOGUE  of  POSTAGE  STAMPS,- BRITISH, 
COLONIAL,  and  FOREIGN.  By  Mount  Brown.  Containing  an 
aoeurate  description  of  the  fbrm,  colour,  date  of  Issue,  and  value,  of  1700 
varieties.  Price  1/ :  post  free,  1/1.  Bound  In  morocco  leather,  and  Inter- 
leaved for  CoUeetors.  2/ ;  post  f\ree,  2f2.  Address,  Mr.  Bkown.  care  of 
Mr.  Possmore,  Bookseller.  124,  Cheapstde.  London.  »*«  October  Priea 
Lbk  «tf  obsolete  and  new  Btampe,  post  free,  Sd. 
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STAFFORD   SMITH   ft   SMITHnS 
OCTOJJER     ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The  CktaptU  Atbvm  for  8lamp$. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  ONE-SHILLING 
STAMP  ALBUM  ia  *hf  bcmt  and  cImmm*  for  invanile  eolleeton. 
Bound  in  fiiney  eloth  sad  letterad  on  side.    iW  trtm,  1/2. 

AOum  to  Md  1100  AtiniqM. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  HALF-A-CROWN 
STAMP  ALBUM.    Bound  in  vhnlo  moroMo  raliflf.  aod  rnled  to  cxio- 
UinnewrljrllOOBUmiM.    VtMtrem,2{9. 

AShttm  to  hold  aoOO  8tam»p$, 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  FOUR-SHILLING 
STAMP  ALBUM.     Half-bound  tn  tnoroeoo  leather,  and  ruled  to 
contain  npwanb  of  2000  atampa.    Post  firee.  4/«w 

ABmm  to  hold  2200  Stampt. 

STAFFORD  SMIT5   &  SMITH'S  SIX-SHILLING 
STAMP  ALBUM.    HiuidMuneljr  hound  in  whole  morueeo  reli«t  gUt 
edge*,  and  ruled  to  eontain  upward*  of  2200  atampa.    Poat  Aree,  0/0. 

AWum  to  hold  2000  Stamft. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  TWELVE-SHIL- 
LINO  STAMP  AIJSUM.  Large  «to..  handaooM^y  bound  in  whole 
moroMO  relief,  gilt  edgea,  and  ruled  w  eootain  upwards  of  JOOO  atampa. 
Poai  free,  12/6. 

JlTow  ready,  18  boom,  Feap.  4lo. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  DESCRIPTIVE 
PRICK  CATALOOUB  of  BRITISH.  COLONIAL,  and  FOREION 
POSTAGE  STAMPS.  New  edUioa.  reviaed  and  eorreeted  to  the  preeeiit 
time,  and  lllnaCrated  with  npwarda  of  60  engraringa,  bcaotlftiUjr  printed 
on  toned  paper.    Prlee  Oa. ;  poat  free,  7d, 

JnvaimaHt  to  Stamp  CoUtcton, 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  POSTAGE-STAMP 
MAGNIFIER.  Every  eulleetor  ahonld  poaaeaa  one  of  the  Poatage- 
Stamp  Magnifying  Glaaaaa,  which  will  be  ftmnd  of  great  aaaiatanee  In 
deteeiing  fbrged  atampa.    Post  tnm.  4/. 

Now  Beadf,  Bmiitiftdly  priaUtd  in  CoUnin, 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  NEW  and  COM- 
PLETE SET  of  POSTAGE-STAMP  ALBUM  TITUM.  Compriaing 
upwarda  of  130  Titles,  geogrrahieally  arranged  by  Dr.  J.  E.  Gbat,  r.wuB., 
r.LJk,  r.K^n,,  tc.,  of  the  British  Mnaeum.  Price  1/0;  post  fines,  1/7. 
Spseiman  abeei  post  fires  fbr  two  stamps. 

IWnty  Foreign  Staimp*  for  Sixpence, 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  SIXPENNY 
PACKET  of  STAAIPS.  Containing  20  varieties  of  Foreign  and 
Colonial  Postage  Stamps,  all  In  good  eonditloo,  many  being  unoblite* 
rated.    Postfree.Td. 

Tka  Cheopett  Packa  of  VnMiUraUd  Stampe. 

STAFFORD   SMITH  &  SMITH'S  ONE-SHILLING 
PACKET  of  FOREIGN   POSTAGE   STAMPS.      Oontainhig  one 
doMn  varieties ;  all  unoblitented.    Post  fi^ee.  1/1. 

Important  to  thoee  atout  to  CoOseL 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  FIVE-SHILLING 
PACKET  of  FOREIGN  POSTAGE  STAMPS.  Containing  100  vari- 
•tiea  of  Foreign  Stampa,  all  in  good  condition,  many  being  unobUterated. 
pDst(his.6/L 

7b  CoUMfOff  of  Unobliterated  Poataffe  Slampi, 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  TWO-AND-SIX- 
PENNY  PACKET  of  UNOBLITERATED  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 
Containing  24  varieties  of  Cdkmial  and  Foreign  Stamps,  all  unused.  Post 
frse.^. 

Kete  Packet  of  Poetage  Stamp*. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  FIVE-SHILLING 
PACKET  of  LOCAL  AMERICAN  POSTAGE  STAMPS.    Oontafai- 
Ing  20  varieties    Post  ftee.  5/1. 

Arme  and  Ftagefor  Stamp  Albwn$. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH  have  iiist  received  a 
supply  of  the  Arms  of  all  Nations  and  Flags  of  all  Natlona,  apeeially 
adapted  fbr  itamp  albums,  being  beautifully  emblasoned  in  gold  and 
silver.    Prlee  1/0  each  aet :  poat  tnt,  1/7. 

To  Foreign  Stamp  and  Greet  OotteOore. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  MONTHLY  CIR- 
CULAR for  October  will  be  lent  gratia  and  post  fk«e  to  amr  address 

on  applleatkn.  ,   ^„^ 

A  MorvA  of  Oheapmeee, 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  ONE-SHILLING 
CARTE-DB-VISITE  ALBUM-to  hold  12  Portraits -is  the  cheapest 
album  ever  iasned.  Strongly  bound  in  roan  leather  with  clasp  and  gilt 
rdgM.  The  mounts  are  manu&ctnred  of  the  best  cardboard  with  gold 
bordan.    Post  free,  1/2. 


Wit  and  Hn 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  ONE-SHILUNO 
PACKET  OF  COMIC  CARTES-DE-VISITE  eontainlnff  12varletiss 
of  these  devarlyoexeeuted  and  most  amusing  piciurss.    Post  frss,  l/i> 

The  Ckeapeet  AJBmmfor  Creete. 

STAFFORD   SMITH  &  SMITH'S  ONE-SHILLING 
CREST  ALBUM.    Strongly  bound  In  fkney  eloth  and  letleied  on 
■Ida.    Postfinee,l/X. 

Athun  to  hold  1000  Crate. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  HALF  A-CROWN 
CREST  ALBUM.    Bound  in  whole  morocco  iwUef;  and  rvled  to  cm- 
tato  upwards  of  1000  ui  ila.    PQstfiraw,l^ 

Aanmtohold2O00Creit$. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  FOUR-SHILLING 
CREST  ALBUM.     Half-bound  In  moroeeo.  and  roled  to  cantata 
upwarda  of  2000  crests.    Postfiree.  V^ 

AOitat  fo  koU  2200  (Vratt. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  SIX-SHILLING 
CREST  AI.BUM.    Handsom^  bound  In  morocco  rrilet  gilt  sdgM, 
and  ruled  to  eoutahi  2200  crests.    Pastfrwe,a/a. 

AOmn  to  hold  0000  CrMtt. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  TWELVE-SHIL- 
LINO  CREST  ALBUM.    Large  4to.,  handsomely  bound  in  moroMS 
reUeC  an<i  ruled  to  contain  npwarda  of  6000  crests.    Poi*  finoa.  1^ 
New  Packet  for  Greet  CoOccton. 

STAFFORD     SMITH     &    SMITH'S     SIXPENNY 
PACKET  of  ARMS.  CRESTS,  MONOGRAMS,  *e.    Oontatadng  21 
varieties.    ReUef  stamped  In  CoIouib.    Postfir«e,7d. 

itrsu.  Crests,  Sc.,  far  Alhama, 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  ONE-SHILLING 
PACKET   of  ARMS.  CRESTS.  MONOGRAMS,   *«.      ComfoWaf 
upwards  of  60  varieties.    Reliefstvoaped  in  Colours.    Poaifkwe,!/!. 

JVow  Bcadf. 

STAFFORD  SMITH   &  SMITH'S  ONE-AND-SDC- 
PENNY  PACKET  of  ARMS.  CRESTS,  MONOGRAMS.  Ac.    Con- 
taining 100  varieties.    Relief  stamped  hi  Colours.    Poet  fkee,  1/7. 

Chmp  Greets  fbr  OcHedore. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH  have  on  sale  a  large 
assortment  of  Arms.  Crests,  Monograms.  *c.  bcMiUfyally  ttemped 
in  Ooloun,  with  Names.    Prlee  3d.  per  sheci ;  postage.  Id.  extra. 

STAFFORD    SMITH   4   SMITH, 

Foreign  Stamp-sellers  to 

Hn  RoTAL  HioHNna  tbb  Pukcb  or  Omaxob, 

U,  George  Street,  Bath. 


This  Mapaxme  mtt  he  forwarded  regmlarlf  everjf  wtotUh,  to  any  part  of  Of 
tgorid,  on  receipt  of  the  annmal  eyheeriptum  of  Fomr  Shittmae:  wkiehmufte 
remitted  in  unueed  poetage  etampe  earrent  in  the  country  whenee  the  ceder  te 
received. 

Stufford  Smith  S  Smith,  13.  Oeorge  Street,  Bath,  En^kmd, 


Oe  Journal  sera  tronainis  Utme  lee  moie,  Aiiu  toutee  lee  iMtrtiss  da  \ 
en  envofant  auje  Heeeieure  Smith  la  eoueer^ion  onnuslls  (i  frante),  e* 
ItMifrrM-fiosM  n«t^  du  paye  d'  on  vient  Vordre. 

Stafford  Smith  S  Smith,  13,  Oeorge  Street,  Bath,  JPi^and. 


Qneeto  Mugatsino  earn  trosmiao  tutti  i  meet,  m  CMseuno  jmHs  dd 
daali  a^itori,  ritevendo  U  preteo  annuala  (h  linj,  in  franckii  haUi 
del  poem  dote  arrivi  U  eomaetdo. 

Stafford  Smith  S  Smith,  12.  Oeorge  Street,  Bath,  JBnplaad. 


Em  Almacfn  eera  enviado  enda  mte  h  todoe  toe  partee  diel  mmndo  par  lee 
ptMieadorte  A  la  rtetta  del  prtcio  annal  (70  realm),  en  sdtos  dtl  eome  i 
deipaiedMqualeia  Oegato  el  orden. 

Stafford  Smith  S  Smith,  IS,  Oeorge  Street,  Bath,  MngUtud, 


Dieeee  Journal  wird  jeden  Uonat  naeh  aUm  Ldndcm  der  Wttt 
Heruuegihem  hefOrden  werdem.  nach  Empfkng  dm  jdhriieken 
tfcoler),  wtlchee  in  ungehramehlen  Briefmarken  von  dem  Ltmde,  eon 
Ofder  onliosMneti  iet,  eiUriehtet  wsnfen  hum. 

Staff&rdSwtUhS  Smith,  ^2,  Oeorge  Street,  Bath,  Bni^kmd, 
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KOTICE.—Purehaeert  of  the  Stamp  Coixbotor's  Maoauvk  are  w 
(itisft  (o  receive  with  the  Jfoy  and  tueeeeding  numhere  an  mtaUitenitfd 
Foreign  or  Caloniul  Stamp.  The  above  ie  not  apiiieable  to  StAeerShert  rmideal 
in  Foreign  Countrie* ;  a*  the  Britieh yoetal  rtgukaione  will  not  admit  <4  «<V 
sneloswre  heing  sent  in  a  regiitered  puUicntion  addremed  akroad. 
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A  TALE  OF  A  POSTAGE  STAMP. 
DOZE  THE   FIFTH. 

CORRIENTBa. 
'  Tho  Blared  ihi^  rif  n  lUughter  bows, 
And  ylelda  aubmimiTe  to  a  lovsr'u  vowb.' 

Tag  readers  of  this  visionary  tale  may  or 
may  not  remember  the  circtunatanee  of  a 
(inll-coloBred  specimen  of  the  stamp  tribe 
obtrading  on  the  principal  narrator  an  offer 
of  information  touching  the  birth  and  paren- 
tage of  onr  wretched  hero.  It  bore  for 
superscription  the  heading  of  this  chapter; 
and  the  present  opportunity  wilt  not  come 
lai-aprcrpoi  for  intj-nducing  its  coiil  ributinn 
to  the  relairig»ement  of  the  story.  It  spoke 
MfoUowa:— 

Ho.  10.    Not.  1,1863.    Price  Pourpecco.] 


'  Our  worthy  and  voluble  co-mate,  the 
Cross  of  Savoy,  to<)k  occasion  to  boast  of 
the  superiority  of  its  natal  place  over  that 
of  our  courteona  auditor  lying  extended  so 
comfortably  (■')  on  his  couch.  Inasmuch  as 
the  comjiarativety  sunless  skies  and  bare 
fields  of  this  uiigetiial  clime  may  be  sur- 
passed by  the  briglit  vistaa  of  Tuscany,  its 
plains  and  hills  covered  with  vineyards  and 
oliveyards,  and  the  prospect  of  the  glorious 
mountains  that  environ  it  • ;  ho  these,  in 
turn,  are  incomparal>ly  inferior  to  the  mag- 
nificent pampas,  adorned  with  gigantic 
monarch 8  of  verdure,  and  seamed  with 
ocean-like  rivers,  characterizing  the  noble, 
but  unhappily  wild  and  an  set!  led  tract 
whence  I  derive  my  birth  and  name. 

'Not  to  weary  you  with  more  description, 
I  will  at  once  proceed  with  facts.  One  of 
the  most  extensive-and  wealthy  landholders 
of  Corrientes   was   Don  Jose  de  Montoya, 
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possessor  of  large  plantations  of  indigo,  rice, 
and  cotton,  and  herd  npon  herd  of  the  finest 
breeds  of  cattle.  But  the  fairest,  most  pre- 
cious, and  most  cherished  of  the  old  man*8 
possessions  was  his  only  daughter  Manora. 
On  her  was  lavished  aJl  the  affection  that 
might  have  been  shared  by  his  long-deceased 
wife  and  a  numerous  offspring,  snatched  by 
relentless  fate  from  the  enjoyment  of  life. 
No  marvel,  then,  that  he  repelled  the  suit  of 
a  young  Italian  noble,  some  two  or  three 
and  twenty  years  ago  nominally  an  cUtacM 
at  the  Brazilian  court,  but  who  spent  much 
of  his  time  rambling  about  the  provinces  of 
La  Plata,  a  professed  libertine,  seeking,  like 
Satan,  whom  he  might  devour. 

*  Hospitably  received  by  the  wealthy  Sen  or 
de  Montoya,  his  handsome  person  and  fasci- 
nating manners  speedily  made  il  conquest  of 
the  innocent  heart  of  his  entertainer's  beau- 
tiful daughter.  In  many  a  stolen  interview 
vows  of  unalterable  affection  were  inter- 
changed. The  lovers'  secret  was  at  length 
surprised  by  a  native  retainer  attached  to 
the  household,  and  particularly  confided  in 
by  his  master. 

*  This  man,  a  member  of  the  tribe  of  the 
Yagas,  had  been  carried  off  by  a  company  of 
marauding  Matacos  when  an  infant,  and 
barbarously  exposed  to  perish.  Rescued 
and  brought  up  by  the  benevolent  De  Mon- 
toya, he  entertained  the  most  devoted  feel- 
ings of  attachment,  amounting  to  a  sort  of 
savage  veneration  for  his  benefactor.  With 
the  quick  instinct  of  xmcivilized  nature  he 
divined  the  base  character  of  the  suitor,  and, 
jealous  of  his  master's  honour,  disclosed 
what  had  transpired. 

'No  proof  of  any  surreptitious  intention 
existing,  the  father  could  merely  signify  his 
objections  against  any  suitor  for  his  daugh- 
ter's hand,  likely  to  allure  her  from  her 
native  home  and  country.  Fully  aware  as 
he  was  of  the  feelings  of  Manora,  and  not 
choosing  to  resign  his  prey  so  easily,  the 
lover  apparently  accepted  his  dismissal,  but 
remained  so  carefully  secreted  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, as  to  elude  the  vigilance  even  of 
the  faithful  and  astute  Yaga;  and  taking 
advantage  of  the  latter's  absence  on  a  con- 
fidential mission  of  his  master's,  he  per- 
sui^ded    the    trusting    and    unsophisticated 


Manora  to  consent  to  a  secret  marriage  and 
flight  from  her  doting  parent. 

*  To  such  a  heart  as  his  what  mattered  it 
that  he  had  ali*eady  a  wife  and  infant  child 
in  Italy :  like  son,  like  father — for  you  have 
already  doubtless  divined  that  it  is  the 
father  of  Bernardo  I  am  speaking  of— he 
succeeded  in  carrying  off  his  lovely  prey  to 
Europe ;  and  you  may  be  sure  under  such 
auspices  her  valuable  jewels  were  not  for- 
gotten. Among  other  trinkets  of  immense 
value,  were  the  two  emerald  bracelets  that 
have  been  brought  under  notice,  which,  in 
truth,  once  decorated  the  arms  of  a  native 
idol. 

'  In  Florence,  the  "  bride  and  no  bride " 
remained  in  seclusion  some  months,  when 
our  hero  was  bom  to  share  some  of  the 
affection  hitherto  solely  bestowed  on  his 
worthless  father.  At  last  came  the  rough 
awaking  from  the  fond  illusive  dream.  The 
Yaga,  some  while  detained  in  Corrientes  hy 
the  sinking  state  of  his  heart-broken  master, 
remained  but  to  lay  him  in  the  grave ;  and 
then,  tracing  the  fugitives  with  all  the  saga- 
city and  perseverance  of  a  native  Indian  to 
the  city  of  their  sojourn,  quickly  discovered 
the  truth,  and  burning  to  eradicate  all  trace 
of  the  dishonour  of  his  revered  benefactor, 
resolved  on  the  destruction  alike  of  the 
guilty  father  and  innocent  babe ! 

*  Manora  was  seated  in  the  private  room 
of  a  caf(^,  fondling  her  infant,  and  awaiting 
the  arrival  of  its  father.  She  had  just  t^en 
off  one  of  the  bracelets — which  she  always 
wore  as  talismans,  in  accordance  with  the 
superstitions  of  her  birthplace — and  placed 
it  round  the  baby  neck  of  our  Lorenzo,  when 
the  Yaga  rushed  into  the  room,  and  after 
upbraiding  her  with  the  desertion  and  death 
of  her  parent,  and  plainly  divulging  the 
perfidy  of  her  villanous  betrayer,  attempted 
to  snatch  away  the  infant  with  the  avowed 
intention  of  its  destruction. 

*  A  mother's  love  supplied  strength  to  the 
well-nigh  distracted  Manora.  She  extri- 
cated herself  from  the  Yaga,  and,  rushing 
into  the  street,  threw  the  babe  into  the  arms 
of  the  first  person  she  saw,  unperceived  by 
her  pursuer,  and  fled  on  till  she  reached 
the  convent  of  Santa  Apollonia,  which  she 
entered,  and  claimed  protection.     There  she 
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waa  kindly  cared  for ;  but  memory  and  rea- 
son had  both  departed ;  her  delicate  frame 
succumbed  to  the  shock  ;  and  an  untimely 
tomb  soon  covered  and  expiated  her  fault. 
The  bracelet  she  wore  was  retained  amongf 
the  treasures  of  the  convent,  which  accounts 
for  its  presence  in  the  casket  of  the  abbess, 
though  she  little  knew  how  nearly  connected 
she  was  with  the  original  owner. 

*  The  child,  as  you  have  seen,  escaped  a 
fate  which  would  have  been  raerciftil  in 
comparison  with  what  awaited  him  ;  but  the 
father,  shortly  afterwards^  was  assassinated 
by  an  unknown  and  undiscovered  hand. 
The  Yaga  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of 
since.' 

(To  be  concluded  in  our  next). 


ADDENDA  TO  MOUNT   BROWN'S 
CATALOGUE  OF  POSTAGE  STAMPS, 

COMPRISING  NOTES,  ADDITIONS,  AND  EMENDATIONS, 

BY  C.  W.  VINER,  A.M.,  PH.D. 

[W*  proMMi  eontlnatoff  this  Appendix  to  Mr.  Brown's  i>mr\j  edKlona.  Ibr 
the  beacftt  of  thow  who  do  not  poMPu  the  fbnrch.— Eo.] 

SnittlJ  plates  of  ^intriat. 

In  the  fourth  edition  of  the  manual  the  5 
cents  brown  (Franklin)  and  10  cents  black 
(Washington)  are  quoted  as  being  on  blue 
paper  as  well  as  white.  We  have  elsewhere 
ventured  an  opinion  on  the  genuineness  of 
the  10  c.  blue  of  1857.  The  lately-issued 
2  cents  (head  of  General  Andrew  Jackson, 
^i  Stonewall)  is  an  addition  to  the  cata- 
logue. This  is  printed,  for  the  sake  of 
variety  (or  lucre),  in  six  different  colours, 
which  multiplication  of  specimens  we  must 
courteously  denominate 

ESSAYS. 

Under  this  head  also  come  the  5  c. 
(Franklin's  head)  above  mentioned,  in  green 
and  in  black,  and  also  the  5  c.  of  1857,  dark 
green,  bistre,  two  shades  of  umber,  brownish 
pink,  russet,  and  red. 

The  24  c,  30  c,  and  90  c.  of  the  lator 
wane,  as  essays  in  black,  demonstrate  the 
goodness  of  the  engraving  much  better  than 
when  in  the  normal  colouring. 

We  would  remark  that  the  5  c,  both  of 
1B.57  and  1861,  is  found  in  two  distinct 
shades  of  brown,  as  is  also  the  24  c.  of  the 
later  issue. 


ENVELOPES. 

The  2-cent8  envelope — same  head  as  the 
2-cent8  adhesive,  but  in  profile — is  the  only 
addition.  It  is  fully  described  in  a  previous 
number. 

LABELS  OF  PRIVATE  OFFICES. 

We  confess  to  a  shrewd  suspicion  that 
our  transatlantic  cousins — ever  on  the  look- 
out to  turn  a  quasi  honest  penny — have 
multiplied  the  colours  and  devices  of  their 
local  stamps,  in  order  to  pander  to  the  taste 
of  the  numerous  and,  we  think  we  may  add, 
increasing  tribe  of  postage-stamp  collectors. 
As  it  is,  nevertheless,  difficult  if  not  impossi- 
ble, on  this  side  the  ocean,  to  eliminate  the 
genuine  from  the  spurious,  it  is  the  duty  of 
cataloguers  to  quote  all  the  species  offered 
for  sale,  lest  a  really  unexceptionable  stamp 
be  rashly  excluded  from  collections.  We 
are  in  a  position  to  make  additions  even  to 
the  latest  edition  of  Mr.  Brown*s  catalogue. 
Those  stamps,  however,  will  be  noted  first 
that  were  not  in  the  first  three  editions, 
viz. : — 

Bank  and  Insurance  Notice  Delivery 
Office,  50,  William  Street,  col.  imp.,  blue. 

Same  inscription,  82,  Broadway,  col.  imp., 
rect.,  blue. 

Bouton's  Rough-and-Ready  City  Despatch 
Post  (profile),  black  imp.,  rect.,  2  c.  white. 

Boyd's  City  Express  Post,  2  c.  black  on 
blae ;  2  c.  gold  on  scarlet,  green,  and  dark 
blue. 

Brown  and  McGill's  U.  S.  P.  O.  Despatch 
(eagle  in  oval),  col.  imp.,  oblong,  blue. 

Central  Post-Office,  black  imp.,  circular, 
1  c.  yellow ;  1  c.  buff. 

Chicago  Penny  Post  (beehive),  col.  imp., 
rect.,  orange 

Clark  and  Co.  (letter  box),  col.  imp.,  rect., 
1  c.  red ;  1  c.  blue. 

De  Ming's  Penny  Post,  Prankford,  black 
on  white. 

Government  City  Despatch  (courier),  1  c. 
slate. 

We  think  this  the  genuine  stamp  of  which 
the  1  c.  black  is  an  imitation  or  a  reprint. 

Harnden's  Express,  circular. 

This  is  perhaps  the  most  singular  of  the 
many  extraordinary  devices  adopted  by  the 
fertile  brains  of  the  American  local-poi-t 
designers.      It  represents  a  man  with  enur- 
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mously  disproportionate  long  legs,  stepping 
across  a  river,  bearing  under  his  right  arm 
a  sack  labelled  Boston,  New  Orleans ;  and  on 
his  left  shoulder  another  with  the  name  of 
the  branch-post  he  represents.  Black  on 
white. 

Hussey's  One  Stamp  or  Cent  each  Deli- 
very, col.  imp.,  rect.,  1  c.  red. 

Letter  Express  Free,  col.  imp.,  oval,  black. 

Metropolitan  P.  0.  Express  to  Mail ;  WIU 
Ham  H.  Lairs  J  P.  3f.,  embossed  in  white  re- 
lief: col.  imp.,  shield,  1  c.  vermilion  ;  1  c.  blue. 

New  York  Post-Office,  large  rect. 

This  stamp,  well  known  to  collectors  by 
the  designation  of  '  big-head,'  was  formerly 
supposed  to  be  a  government  issue,  but  is 
now  ascertained  to  prove  one  of  Mr.  Hus- 
sey's  legions  of  postal  offspring.  Having 
been  exceedingly  rare  for  some  time,  it  now 
makes  appearance  both  on  white  and  blue 
paper. 

One  Cent  Despatch  (cavalier). 

There  is  a  red  and  a  blue  impression  of 
this  stamp,  with  the  addition  of  Washing- 
ton as  inscription. 

Paid  Eagle  Post  of  Adams's  Express,  col. 
imp.,  oblong  small,  red,  blue. 

Pomeroy's  Letter  Express. 

Incorrectly  spelt  in  the  manual  *  Pimeroy.' 
It  is  not  square,  but  large  rectangular.  Bust 
of  female  within  an  oval  inscription  as 
above :  20  for  1  dollar  in  very  minute  cha- 
racters below.  Black,  blue,  and  scarlet  on 
thin  semi-transparent  white  paper.  We 
have  not  seen  a  yellow  specimen. 

Priest's  Paid  Despatch,  black  imp.,  oblong, 
rose,  blue,  buff. 

Robison  and  Co. :  device,  an  envelope, 
oblong,  1  c,  black  on  lavender. 

Roadman's  Penny  Post,  oblong,  red  on 
white. 

Saint  Louis  Post-Office  (device  supported 
by  bears),  black  imp.,  rect.,  10  c. 

Smith's  City  Express  Post,  Postage  Paid, 
black  imp.,  oblong,  2  c.  green. 

Spence  and  Brown's  Express  Paid  Post, 
col.  imp.,  Oct.,  black. 

Squier  and  Co.'s  City  Letter  Despitch 
(dove),  1  c.  puce — is  added  in  the  fourth 
edition ;  and  1   c.   green,    same  device,   but 

Stuten  Island  Paid   Express  Post,  oblong, 


3  e.  This  stamp,  printed  in  deep  red,  leaves 
the  inscription  and  value  visible  on  the 
white  ground. 

United  States  City  Despatch  Post  (bust 
in  oval),  black  imp.  on  coloured  paper,  rect, 
3  c.  green  ;  3  c.  blue. 

U.  S.  Mail,  prepaid,  black  on  colour,  1  c. 
yellow — is  noted  in  the  fourth  edition. 

U.  S.  P.  O.,  Paid,  oblong,  1  c.  gold  on 
black ;  1  c.  purple  on  white ;  1  c.  black  on 
white. 

Warwick's  City  Despatch  Post,  plain  bor- 
der, 2  c.  and  6  c,  both  red  on  white. 

Wells,  Fargo,  and  Co.,  Pony  Express,  if 
enclosed  in  our  franks  (man  on  horse),  coL 
imp.,  rect.,  25  c.',  ^  oz.,  blue. 

There  are  doubtless  numerous  others 
hitherto  undescribed,  which  we  have  had 
no  opportunity  of  yet  meeting  with.  The 
follow mg  are  in  our  own  collection : — 

Brooklyn  City  Express  Post  (dove),  1  c 
black  on  pale  bluish-green. 

Dupuy  &  Schenck's  Penny  Post  (beehive). 
This  stamp  is  black  on  drab,  not  white. 

Honour's  City  Post.  This  stamp  is  square ; 
black  on  lavender ;  value  2  cents. 

Hussey's  Bank  and  Insurance  Special 
Message  Post.  We  have  1  c.  lilac  to  add 
to  the  catalogue. 

Hussey's  Bank  and  Insurance  Letter  City 
Post,  50,  William  Street,  basement^  black  on 
orange,  is  another  addition ;  and 

Hussey's  Bank  and  Insurance  Special 
Message  Post,  50,  William  Street,  1  c,  blue, 
and  2  c.  brown,  both  with  the  addition  of 
the  date,  1863,  are  among  the  latest  issues 
of  their  imaginative  proprietor.  The  acme 
of  eccentricity,  however,  is  more  nearly 
attained  by  the  four  following: — 

Hussey's  S.  M.  Post,  50,  William  Street, 
N.  Y.  This  inscription,  with  the  addition 
of  a  Mercury  standing  on  one  leg  at  the 
hindmost  extremity  of  a  galloping  horse,  is 
repeated  on  four  stamps  of  various  yalues — 
black  on  orange,  5  c. ;  bronze  on  green,  10  c; 
gold  on  black,  15c.;  gold  on  blue,  25  c.  The 
device,  figures,  and  inscription  are  exposed 
on  the  groundwork  of  orange,  Ac.  We  have 
also  seen  what  purported  to  be  an  essay  of 
the  same  in  black  and  white. 

Ker's  City  Post  (bust),  blue  imp.  on 
white  ;  2  c,  5  c. 
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Laogton's  Paid  Pioneer  Express.  This 
18  fully  described  in  our  April  number. 
It  is  figured  thfere,  and  also  in  Messrs. 
Stafford  Smith  and  Smith's  catalogue. 

Letter  Express  Free.  Very  meagrely  de- 
scribed in  the  last  edition.  In  an  oval  is 
represented  a  female  sitting  on  some  bales 
of  merchandize  near  a  ship  which  is  circum- 
scribed by  an  oval  inscription  as  above,  with 
the  addition  of  20  for  1  dollar  in  smaller 
characters. 

Metropolitan  P.  0.  This  stamp  bears  the 
above,  and  18,  Amencan  Bible  House,  N,  Y., 
Wm,  H,  Laws,  Proprietor,  in  raised  white 
letters  on  a  blue  and  on  a  red  ground.  The 
form  is  a  very  irregular  octagonal. 

U.  S.  P.  C,  Paid,  oblong.  There  is  a 
sniaUer  stamp  than  those  noted  bearing  this 
iMcription,  and  in  addition,  L,  and  P.  (per- 
haps Local  Post)  on  each  side  of  1  cent 
Black  imp.  on  pink  paper. 

Wells,  Fargo,  and  Co.  The  envelope  of 
this  well-known  firm,  bearing  a  garter 
formed  of  close  lines  of  deep  orange  on 
yellowish  paper,  ought  to  be  included  in 
cat4dogue8.  Inscription  as  above,  with  paid, 
and  The  Ccdifomia  and  Atlantic  Express, 
Another  envelope,  or  rather  band,  of  similar 
character  is  rose-coloured  on  white:  Wells, 
^argo,  and  Co,,  the  capitals  being  dispropor- 
tionately large;  crossed  by  \  ounce,  paid, 
from  St.  Joseph  to  PiacervUle,  per  Pony 
Express, 

{To  he  continued). 


A  CHAPTER  ON  THE  UNITED 
STATES  LOCAL  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 

BT  JAMES   LESLEY,   JUN.,   ESQ.,   UNITED   STATES* 
VICE-CONSUL  AT  NICE. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  premise  that  the  proper 
explanation  of  the  many  local  postage  stamps 
israed  in  the  United  States  is  only  to 
he  found  in  a  thorough  review  of  the  pos- 
**1  laws  passed  by  the  United  States'  Con- 
gress, and  in  a  carefnl  study,  of  the  various 
changes  wrought  by  these  successive  legisla- 
tive acts  in  the  mode  of  distribution  of  letters 
and  in  the  rates  of  postage. 

Previous  to  the  act  of  March  3,  1845,  the 
^  upon  the  carriage  of  letters  was  not 
'^gulated  by  weight.     The  rate  for  a  letter, 


consisting  of  not  more  than  a  single  sheet  of 
letter-paper,  varied  in  accordance  with  the 
distance  over  which  it  was  to  be  carried. 
The  charges  were  excessive,  and  the  varying 
distances  caused  an  endless  perplexity  of 
rates.  The  single  rate  for  any  distance 
between  one  hundred  and  three  hundred 
miles  was  12^  cents  (13  sous).  This  was 
the  price  charged,  for  instance,  between 
Boston  and  New  York,  between  New  York 
and  Philadelphia. 

The  agitation  in  favour  of,  and  final  adop- 
tion in  England  of  the  penny-postage  system, 
excited  a  corresponding  interest  and  move- 
ment in  the  United  States  in  favour  of  a 
reduction  of  what  were  felt  to  be,  in  com- 
parison with  British  rates,  extortionate 
postal  charges.  As  happens  with  all  poli- 
tical reforms,  it  took  time  to  develope  public 
sentiment,  and  to  draw  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  this  important  subject.  The 
government  rates  for  carrying  letters  were 
deemed  so  onerous,  that,  in  the  fall  of  1844, 
private  parties  undertook  to  transport  letters 
on  their  own  account  between  points  where 
they  felt  sure  that  money  could  be  earned  at 
lower  rates.  And,  although  such  attempts 
to  defraud  the  post-office  revenues  were  in 
direct  contravention  of  existing  laws,  popular 
sentiment,  impressed  with  the  idea  of  getting 
a  better  service  at  a  lower  price,  winked  at 
the  law's  infractions  ;  and,  although  the 
violations  of  the  law  were  carried  on  with 
comparatively  little  secrecy,  the  perpetratofk 
were  never  reached,  or,  at  any  rate,  wero^ 
never  punished.  Thus,  between  the  cities  of 
Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  a  Bos- 
ton firm,  named  Hale  &  Company,  despatched 
regularly  every  day,  each  way,  a  special 
messenger,  who  took  his  passage  in  the 
regular  railroad  train,  carrying  in  a  leather 
travelling- sack  a  mail  of  letters,  for  the 
collection  of  which  he  called,  previous  to 
starting,  at  the  counting-houses  of  the  prin- 
cipal city-merchants.  Between  Boston  and 
New  York  the  two  octagonal  local  stamps, 
representing  a  number  of  letters  scattered, 
with  the  name,  *  Hale  &  Co.,'  were  employed. 
Between  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  another 
stamp  was  used,  which  was  put  out  by  the 
same  Boston  firm.  It  bore  the  name  of  the 
'  American  Mail  Co.* ;  vignette  [ea»le  to  the 
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right],  and  inscription,  20  for  1  dollar, — 
which  was  the  price  at  which  stamps  were 
sold,  viz.,  4  cents,  wholesale,  or  5  cents  for  a 
single  stamp  or  any  number  less  than  twenty. 
Subsequently  another  party  commenced 
carrying  letters  between  Boston  and  New 
York,  and  this  gave  rise  to  another  stamp, 
that  of  *  W.  Wyman,  8,  Court  Street  and  3, 
Wall  Street,*  vignette  [train  and  cars],  and 
inscription,  20  stamps  fur  1  dollar.  Between 
Albany  and  New  York  also,  *  Brainard  &  Co., 
58,  Wall  Street,'  undertook  this  style  of 
private  postal  service,  and  issued  stamps,  20 
far  1  dollar. 

The  successful  efforts  of  these  private 
carriers  soon  commenced  to  tell  upon  the 
postal  revenues,  and,  as  the  natural  con- 
sequence, the  post-office  department  was 
compelled  to  propose  the  remedy  so  clamor- 
ously called  for  by  public  opinion.  By  the 
act  of  March  3,  1 845,  Congress  at  one  sweep 
abolished  the  previous  dear  rates,  as  well  as 
the  annoying  scale  of  varying  distances  ; 
and,  whilst  substituting  the  weight^standard, 
reduced  at  the  same  time  the  rate  for  a 
single  letter  to  5  cents  (5  smis)  for  any 
distance  under  three  thousand  miles,  and  10 
cents  (10  smis)  for  all  distances  over  three 
thousand  miles.  By  the  provisions  of  the 
same  act,  drop-letters  (by  which  was  meant 
letters  intended  for  delivery  in  the  same 
town  where  posted,  as  distinguished  from 
letters  intended  for  transportation  to  other 
towns)  were  made  chargeable  with  a  tax  of 
2  cents,  prepayment  hehuj  nptional. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  in  addition 
to  all  the  rates  just  mentioned,  the  post-office 
carriers  were  entitled  to  charge  upon  all 
letters,  without  exception,  delivered  at  one's 
residence,  a  fee  of  '  2  cents  for  delivery.' 
This  last  item  of  revenue  formed  the  entire 
compensation  of  the  carriers,  who,  deeming 
themselves  underpaid,  were  unwilling  to 
make  more  than  two  deliveries  a-day — one 
in  the  morning,  and  another  in  the  aflemoon. 
It  will  be  seen  that,  under  this  arrangement, 
the  entire  tax  levied  upon  a  drop-letter, 
carried  a  few  squares*  distance  and  delivered 
at  one's  residence,  was  4  cents,  or  only  1  cent 
less  than  the  sum  charged  for  transporting  a 
similar  letter  nearly  three  thousand  miles ! 

It  is  to  this  important  fact,  and  to  the  want 


of  freqiient  deliveries  in  large  cities  and  towns, 
that  we  may  legitimately  trace  the  creation 
of  the  numerous  private-post  companies.    la 
all  the  chief  towns,  those  companies  estab- 
lished a  system  of  letter-boxes,  from  which 
letters  were  collected  and  delivered  five  or 
six  times  a-day,  and  at  one-half  or  even  one- 
fourth  the  rates  charged  by  the  Government. 
The   usual   price   was   1   cent  or   2  cents. 
At  first  in  the  principal  cities,  when  there 
was  no  competition,  the  price  was  two  cents. 
Later,  as  rivalry  started  up  in  the  private 
postal  service,  some  of  the  companies  lowered 
the  price  to  one  cent.     In  some  of  the  smaller 
cities,  where  the  distances  travelled  over  by 
the   carriers  were  comparatively  short,  the 
price  was  never  higher  than  one  cent.    Hence 
almost  every  city   had  its   one,   or,   as  in 
Philadelphia  or  New   York,  its   half-down 
local  posts ;  and  hence  why,  upon  the  stamps 
employed    by    these    companies,   the  usuJal 
designations  of  value  will  be  found  to  be  oiie 
and  two  cents. 

Among  the  first  pioneers  in  this  postal 
reform  was  Mr.  D.  0.  Blood,  of  Philadelphia ; 
who,  as  early  as  1843  (in  advance  of  the 
experiments  of  Hale  &  Co.,  of  Boston),  com- 
menced the  delivery  of  c%-letters,  having 
organized  a  complete  system  of  boxes  and  of 
carriers  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The 
earliest  stamp  he  employed — which  may  be 
considered  as  the  first  American  adhesive 
label  or  stamp — was 
the  characteristic  one 
>vith  a  vignette,  re- 
presenting a  post-of- 
fice carrier  crossing 
over  buildings.  [The 
centre  building  repre- 
sented on  this  stamp 
is  the  Merchants'  Ex- 
change of  Philadel- 
phia.] 

It  was  not,  in  fact,  till  1847,  that  the 
American  Congress  decided  upon  the  intro- 
duction of  postage  stamps.  The  eleventh 
section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1847,  provides 
as  follows  : 

*  Section  II.  That  to  facilitate  the  tranfiportation 
of  letters  in  the  mail,  the  Postmaster-General  be 
authorized  to  prepare  postage  stamps  which,  when 
attached  to  any  letter  or  packet,  shall  be  evidence  of 
the  payment  of  the  postage  chargeable  on  such  letter.' 
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An  important  innovation  npon  the  system 
of  postal  regulations  was  introduced  into 
the  Act,  passed  March  3,  1851.  Whilst  still 
leaving  the  prepayment  of  letters  optional, 
this  new  law  reduced  the  rate  for  letters 
under  three  thousand  miles  to  8  cents,  if 
prepaid;  whilst,  if  not  prepaid^  the  old  rate  of 
5  cents  was  collected.  In  the  Southern 
States,  the  smallest  coin  then  in  circulation 
was  a  sflver  half-dime,  of  the  value  of  5  cents. 
To  meet  the  delicate  taste  of  the  Southern 
chivalry,  whose  dainty  fingers  scorned  to 
touch  'coppers,'  (as  the  copper-cents  were 
called,)  a  new  coin  of  the  value  of  3  cents, 
composed  three-fourths  of  silver  and  one- 
fourth  copper,  was  expressly  coined,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

The  continued  success  of  the  private  posts 
at  this  period  caused  the  insertion  of  a 
provision  in  this  same  act  of  1851,  authorizing 
the  postmaster-general  to  establish  *  post- 
routes  within  the  cities  or  towns';  to  reduce 
the  total  charge,  inclusive  of  deli  very- fee, 
upon  drop-letters  to  two  cents ;  and  to  pro- 
vide for  collecting  and  conveying  to  the 
chief  office  of  the  general  post  letters  intended 
for  transportation  to  other  cities, — the  latter 
duty  having  been  previously  monopohzed  by 
the  private  carriers.  This  explains  a  great 
uiany  of  the  local  stamps  bearing  such  in- 
scriptions as  the  following :  To  the  mail,  one 
cent;  Post  office  despatch;  Oovemment  city 
d^spaich;  and,  also,  the  one  issued  by  the  Post- 
office  Department,  viz.,  the  blue  oval  stamp, 
with  vignette  of  an  eagle  rising,  and  the 
inscription,  U,  8.  P.  0.  despatch,  prepaid  one 
cetU. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  1851  referred  to,  the  post-office 
offidfds  were  slow  to  exercise  the  authority 
granted.  Though  the  price  on  drop-letters 
was  reduced  to  only  2  cents,  still  the  rapid 
and  frequent  deliveries  which  the  public  had 
become  accustomed  to  from  the  private 
companies,  were  not  yet  supplied  by  the 
Poet-office  Department;  the  government  post- 
office  carriers  reftising  to  make  more  than 
the  traditional  two  daily  deliveries,  unless 
they  were  assured  a  remunerative  salary, 
which  should  not  be  dependent  upon  the 
number  of  letters,  more  or  less,  which  they 
delivered. 


By  the  Act  of  August  31,  1852,  for  the 
first  time  ^stamped  letter-envelopes^  were 
directed  to  be  issued. 

By  the  Act  of  June  15, 1860,  a  still  further 
reduction  was  made  in  the  .-fee  for  the 
delivery  of  letters :  the  rate  collected  by  the 
carriers  on  aU  letters,  whether  received  from 
abroad  or  mailed  in  the  city  itself,  being  one 
cent.  A  special  appropriation  of  money  was 
also  made,  to  make  up  the  loss  to  the 
carriers  consequent  upon  this  reduction,  by 
substituting  a  fixed  salary  for  these  officials. 
And  yet  nothing  was  said  in  the  Act  as  to 
the  compulsory  prepayment  of  this  deliver}'- 
fee  of  1  cent.  In  reality,  that  question 
remained  an  open  one  until  the  present  year. 
By  the  Act  of  March  3,  1863,  the  question 
was  definitely  settled.  It  provides  for  fre- 
quent deliveries  (which  can  now  be  easily 
carried  out,  since  the  carriers  have  regular 
fixed  salaries)  ;  it  compels  prepayment  on 
all  drop-letters,  upon  which  the  rate  is  made 
ttvo  cents  [a  step  backwards,  it  may  be  re- 
marked, en  passant^  ;  and  abolishes  all 
delivery-tax  upon  letters  coming  from  other 
towns.  The  law  took  effect  on  the  Ist  of 
July,  and  this  accounts  for  the  introduction 
of  the  new  2-cent  adhesive  label,  and  the 
2-cent  envelope,  both  with  the  effigy  of 
President  Jackson. 

The  question  of  the  right  of  private  car- 
riers to  transport  letters  within  the  munici- 
pal limits  of  cities,  was  settled  authoritatively 
in  1861,  by  the  United  States  Court  for  the 
Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania,  in  a  suit 
brought  by  the  Government  against  Messrs. 
Kockersperger  &  Co.,  successors  to  D.  O. 
Blood  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia.  The  Court 
decided  that,  by  the  language  of  the  Post- 
Office  Act  of  March  3,  1851  (already 
previously  quoted),  the  'streets'  of  cities 
and  towns  were  made  '  post-routes,'  and  that 
the  Government  alone  had  power  to  trans- 
port letters  over  them.  This  decision, 
happily  commended  to  popular  approval  by 
the  tardy  awakening  of  the  post-office 
officials  to  increased  energy  and  enterprise, 
was  the  death-blow  to  the  local  companies. 
Though  the  Government  did  not  commence 
suit  against  all  the  parties,  the  decision  in  the 
one  case  has  served  as  a  sufficient  warning  ; 
and,  at  the  present  time,  private-posts  and 
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l:)cal  stamps  in  the  United  States  may  be 
coasidered  amongst  the  things  of  the  past. 

STAMPS  NEWLY  ISSUED,  OR  FIRST 
„  DESCRIBED. 

SiMUi.TANEOUSLT  With  tlie  publication  of  our 
lust  number,  but  too  late  for  notice,  ap])eared 
a  shilling  stamp  of  the  Bahamas  :  queen's 
head  crowned,  to  the  let)^  in  ornamental  ov»1, 
surmounted  by  name ;  pine  apple  and  shell, 
as  in  the  penny  stampii  of  those  islands,  at 
the  lower  corners  ;  and  value  beneath  ;  green 
on  white  paper.  No  doubt  those  of  the 
West  Indian  Islands  that  do  not  already 
possess  a  shilling  stamp,  will  shortly  issue 
a  similar  denomination. 

Two  provisional  stamps  for  St.  Helena 
have  come  over  by  the  last  few  mails.  The 
same  die  that  strikes  the  sixpenny  blue  is 
evidently  employed  ;  but  that  value  is 
crossed  off,  and  fimrpoiux  or  ,one  penny 
printed  across  the  stamp.  The  colour  used 
for  the  former  is  deep  rose,  and  for  the 
latter  dark  vermilion.  They  wiU  in  all  pro- 
bability be  Boon  Kupei-seded  by  regular 
impressions,  and  consequently  become  as 
valuable  as  provisional  stamps  usually  are. 

We  have  seen  an  essay 
of  the  green  24  c.  of  the 
new  issue  of  British  Guiana, 
of  which  we  give  a  speci- 
men, but  the  old  pattern 
still  comes  on  letters. 

Two  new  stamps  come 
from  Norway.  They  ai'e 
very  similar  to  the  old  blue 
4  skilling,  bearing  the  same  arrnorial  bearings, 
but  with  Norije  above ;  Fn))wrke  on  each 
side,  and  value  beneath.  That  for  8  skilling 
is  pale  brown,  and  the  24  skilling,  rose  on 
white. 

Envelope  stamps  for  Denmark  are  adver- 
tised for  sale  ;  but  these,  as  well  as  the  ^0  c. 
and  80  c.  of  the  French  colonies,  to  be  found 
in  most  priced  catalogues,  have  not  yet 
appeared. 

We  understand  envelopes  are  in  prepara- 
tion for  Bavaria,  and  will  be  issued  on  next 
New  Year's  Day. 

Several  French  essays  are  in  the  market. 
We  have  a  set  before  us  in  various  colours, 
with  a  head  of  the  goddess  of  liberty  to  the 


right ;  the  value,  unlike  the  series  £hat  wu 
adopted,  is  above  ;  and  the  inscription, 
Reinth.  Franc.,  is  beneath.  They  are  printed 
in  colour,  on  a  thin  tinted  paper  marked  with 
very  slightly  wavy  horizontal  lines.  There 
are  also  others  purporting  to  be  essays  for 
Cayenne  ;  these  beiu*  the  emperor's  head, 
very  poorly  executed,  and  are,  too,  impressed 
in  various  colours  on  white. 

A  3  bai.  of  Romagna,  yelUne,  now  figures  in 
albums ;  whether  a  genuine  old  emission,  or 
a  modem  reprint  from  the  original  stamps 
remains  to  be  proven.  Reprints  are  getting 
quite  the  rage.  Besides  the  old  Finlands 
and  Moldavians,  &c.,  the  rare  old  Bergedorfa 
are  now  to  be  purchased ;  and  what  has  been 
called  the  rarest  European  stamp  known,  vie, 
the  Austrian  Mercury,  both  in  rose  and  ver- 
milion-iioubtless  reprints-are  offered  for  sale. 

Forgeries  are  very  rife.  Wretched-  imita- 
tions of  the  Tuscan  lions  are  to  be  met  with. 
We  have  seen  some  professedly  genuine 
specimens  of  the  rare  oli  Spanish.  The 
forger  evidently  knew  nothing  of  the 
originals,  except  &om  a  misapprehension  of 
their  description  in  catalogues  ;  as  in  lieu 
of  being  printed  in  colour  on  ivhiie,  as  tbey 
ought  io  be,  the  imitations  are  hlaek  on 
oihiir!  Much  better  forgeries  of  the  13  c. 
and  others  of  the  Sandwich  Isles  are  also  in 
the  market,  and  advertised  for  sale  at 
ridicuhmsly  low  prices,  scarcely  suiEcient  to 
cover  their  prime  cost  and  the  expense  of 
importing  them,  if  genuine.  Carefully  as 
the  originals  have  been  copied — in  this  case 
the  forger  having  access  to  the  genuine 
stamps — there  are  alight  differences  evident 
on  a  very  cursory  inspection.  The  absence 
of  a  small  dash  between  Hawaiian  and  the 
figure  5,  renders  the  false  13  c.  easily 
recognizable  :  and  the  white  paper  of  tlie 
inferior,  and  the  slight  tinge  of  lilac  in  the 
paper  on  which  the  better  imitation  of  the 
blue  on  blue  is  impressed,  are  easy  guides 
for  the  identification  of  the  genuine  stiunp. 

We  see  a  10  c.  Luxembourg,  lilar.,  con- 
spicious  in  some  collections.  The  authorities 
of  the  post  office  of  that  city  deny  all  know- 
ledge of  such  a  stamp,  or  of  any  eaaays 
or  other  issue  than  those  generally  received 
by  collectors.  The  stamp  we  allude  to  is, 
consequently,  either  a  blue  one  chemically- 
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transformed,  or  a  spurious  imitation  by  (most 
probably)  a  Hamburg  dealer. 

The  beantifol  desi^s  of  tbe  engraver  in 
the  *  snperb '  city  naving  been  rejected, 
Messrs.  Delame  received  instmctions  to 
prepare  a  series  of  stamps  for  the  Italian 
government,  which  we  are  informed  will 
come  into  circulation  at  the  new  year.  The 
specimens,  eight  in  number,  lie  before  us, 
and  they  are  not  an  improvement  on  those 
refused :  but  that  could  scarcely  be  antici- 
pated— the  former  so  nearly  reaching  perfec- 
tion. They  are,  nevertheless,  vastly  superior 
in  beauty  of  design  and  carefulness  of  engra- 
ving to  most  of  the  stamps  in  circulation. 
The  one  centesimo  bears  a  large  figure,  on 
which  the  value  is  repeated  in  letters, — Poste 
above,  Italiane  below ;  a  Greek  border ;  the 
intermediate  space  filled  up  with  pattern; 
colour,  sea-green  on  white.  The  other  seven 
are  also  pruited  in  colour  on  white.  The 
head  of  Victor  Emanuel  in  an  oval,  with 
Fotte  Italiane  above,  and  the  value  below; 
the  spandrils  ornamented  with  devices  differ- 
ent in  each  stamp.  The  values  and  colours 
are :  5  centesimi,  greenish  slate ;  10  c, 
orange;  15  c,  blue;  30  c,  brown;  40  c, 
carmine;  60  c,  mauve;  and  2  lire,  scarlet. 
There  is  a  new  threepenny  Jamaica  issue, 
green ;  and  a  threepenny  vermilion,  with  a 
five-shilling  bright  mauve,  now  come  from 
tbe  Mauritius.  The  three-cornered  Capes 
will  be  soon  superseded  by  square  stamps ; 
tije  shilling  and  sixpenny  already  appearing 
in  that  shape. 

We  can  expect  to  announce  but  seldom 
80  many  additions  to  the  stamp-collectors' 
^bums.  Hong  Kong  favours  us  with  three 
new  values,  to  wit :  4  cents,  bluish  green ; 
6  c,  mauve  ;  and  30  c,  vermilion.  The 
device  is  similar  to  the  former  issue,  but  the 
paper  bears  a  crown  as  water  mark. 

The  20  c,  red,  of  the  latest  issue  of  the 
New  Gbunada — or  rather.  United  States  of 

Columbia — stamps  should  be 
added  to  the  English  cata- 
logues. It  belongs  to  the 
series  having  nine  stars  on  a 
white  ground. 

An  eDgraving  of  the  latest 
newspaper  stamp  for  Austria 
is  subjoined. 


REVIEWS  OP  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

TimbreS'poste  d*AmSrigue.  Prlncipaux  Tim- 
hres'poste  d^Europe.  Paris  :  De  Tor- 
bechet,  Allain  et  Cie. 

These  are  cartes  containing  photographs 
of  the  American  and  principal  European 
postage  stamps  respectively.  They  are  the 
size  of  cartes  de  visite,  and  would  form 
appropriate  frontispieces  in  collections  of  the 
photographs  of  postal  amateurs,  which  many 
collectors  now  make  a  point  of  having.  On 
the  former  card,  one  hundred  and  forty  of 
the  principal  stamps  of  North  and  South 
America  are  accurately  portrayed;  and  on 
the  latter,  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  of 
the  individuals  of  most  of  the  European 
countries,  which  are,  moreover,  numbered, 
and  their  names  given  beneath.  Both  cards 
are  elegant  specimens  of  the  skill  of  the 
photographer  and  the  capabilities  of  photo- 
graphy. 

A  New  a/nd  Revised  Descriptive  Price  Catalogue 
of  British^  Colonial,  and  Foreign  PostoAje 
Stamps.  Bath  :  Stafford  Smith  and 
Smith. 

This  catalogue  really  corresponds  with  its 
designation.  It  is  priced,  and  contains,  with 
few  exceptions,  only  such  specimens  men- 
tioned as  the  publishers  actually  have,  all 
marked  at  fair  selling  prices,  used  and  un- 
used ;  so  that  parties  forwarding  stamps  or  a 
post-oflBce  order  can  be  certified  of  obtaining 
such  individuals  as  they  require,  in  lieu  of 
the  stereotyped  reply  of  some  of  the  conti^- 
nental  cataJogue  compilers,  *  We  are  sorry  we 
have  not  the  stamps  you  require  in  stock  at 
present.'  For  the  convenience  of  small 
dealers,  also,  the  more  common  and  lower 
values  of  many  foreign  stamps  are  priced  by 
the  dozen,  both  used  and  unused. 

The  publication  is  printed  on  good  paper, 
in  an  exceedingly  legible  type,  and  contains  a 
supplement  of  from  fifty  to  sixty  beautifully- 
executed  engravings,  printed  on  toned  paper. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE   WESTERN   AUSTRALIAN    *  CONVICT' 

STAMPS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collector's  Magazine.' 

Sir, — In  the  October  number  of  the  Stamp  Collector't 
MagazinCj  I  sec  you  refer  to  the  hole  pierced  in  the  stamp 
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of  Western  Australia.  I  heg  to  offer  some  explanation 
rpflpcctin^  them,  showing  the  way  by  which  they  are 
pierced  without  injuring  the  letter.  I  nave  just  received 
some  of  these  stamps  from  a  lady  having  fHends  in  Wes- 
tern Australia,  and  who,  in  tHe  letter  enclosing  them, 
informed  her  that  they  are  first  pierced,  and  then  sup- 
plied to  the  convict  establishment  By  this  means  a 
convict's  letter  may,  if  uecesKary,  be  traced.  I  conrider 
these  stamps  of  greater  valued  being  more  rare;  and 
many  stamp  collectors  of  my  acquaintance  acknowledge 
them  as  another  variety. 

^  Toum  truly, 

Brighton,  8.  WELFABE. 


SCHT.ESWIG-HOLSTEIN  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collector's  Magazine.' 

Sir, — Knowing  that  you  are  always  willing  to  impart 
information  through  the  columns  of  your  highly-prized 
magazine,  I  take  the  liberty  of  making  the  following 
observ'ations. 

In  the  Schli^swig-Holstein  stamps  I  have  noticed 
something  which  will  enable  collectors  to  distinguish  the 
genuine  uom  forged  specimens.  In  the  bona^fide  stamps 
there  is  a  thread  of  silk  (blue  in  the  1  skilling,  and  rose 
in  the  2  skilling)  which  runs  in  the  paper  m>m  top  to 
bottom'. 

As  there  appears  to  be  much  discussion  respecting  Uie 
Colombo  specimens,  I  may  remark  that  I  am  in  the  haoit  of 
receiving  New  Zealand  stamps  every  mail,  and  Uiose  that  I 
got  per  tne  Colombo  were  altered  in  colour,  as  follows : — 
The  penny  vermilion  to  a  dirty  black ;  the  t^'openny 
blue  to  a  very  dark  blue,  and  the  shilling  green  to  nearly 
black.  Toiurs  respeetfuUv, 

GUugow.  K.  P.  lllRLEY. 


TRIXIDAD  WOOD-BLOCK  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collector's  Magazine.* 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  very  much  surprised  to  hear  that 
two  or  three  individuals,  who  assume  to  be  authorities  in 
all  matters  appertaining  to  stamps  (though  why  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  know),  have  had  the  presumption  and  ignorance 
to  class  the  Trinidad  *  wood-blocks,'  which  vou  had  from 
me,  as  forgeries.  As  I  told  you  before,  1  again  most 
positively  state,  that  I  had  them  direct  fmm  W.  Eversley, 
£i«q.,  the  postmaster  of  Trinidad;  and  that  I  bought  up 
all  that  could  be  found.  Surely,  a  gentleman  in  such  a 
position  would  not  attempt  to  impose  forgerien  upon  me ; 
and  I  tiiink  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  he  is  a  far  more 
reliable  authority,  ynin  regard  to  these  particular  stamps, 
than  any  of  the  wiseacres  who  have  so  rashly  condemnea 
them.  In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  state,  that  I  consider 
myself  quite  competent  to  detect  any  forged  stamps ;  and 
that  my  experience  (whether  length  of  tmie  or  extent  of 
business  be  taken  into  consideration)  is  second  to  none  at 
home  or  abroad. 

Hoping  the  preceding  remarks  will  convince\  you,  and 
the  readers  of  your  magazine,  of  the  genuineness  of  the 
above-named  stam^ts, 

I  am,  dear  sir. 

Yours  very  truh', 

Ererton,  Liverpool.  OMEGA. 


THE  NEW  ITALIAN  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collector's  Magazine.' 
Dear  Sm,— 'H  Ministro  dei  Lavori  pubblici,  Signor 


L.  F.  Menabrea,'  has  confirmed  the  design  of  the  new 
Italian  stamps,  of  which  I  have  been  favoured  with  an 
inspection.    They  will  be  as  follows : — 

FOR    NEWSPAPERS. 

Insertion  [posts  rrALL\NE],  Jtgure  indie&ting  fw/N# 

and  enclosing  denomination  mtd  vaiue,  in  reetangulof 

frame  enclosing  etruscan  pattern.    Col.  imp. ;  reet.^ 

value  in  words,  ' 

1  centesimo  slate-green. 
FOR    LETTERS. 
Same  inocription^  head  of  King  Victor  Emanuel  to  left  in 
ot^al,    contained   in   rectangular  fratne^    sjfondrils 
differing  in  pattemf  inscription  emd  reUue  in  white 
Inters,    Col.  imp, ;  red. 

6  (nnqvLe)  centesimi  dark  green. 
10  idieci)  c.  red-brown. 
15  (quindici)  c.  blue. 
30  (trenta)  c.  chocolate. 
40  muaranta)  c.  rose. 
60  (sessanta)  c.  lilao. 

Same  device^  fiowers  in  each  spandril,  inscription  and 
ralue  in  coloured  letters,    (hi.  imp. ;  reet, 

2  (due)  lire  scarlet 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  20  and  80  centesimi  and 
3  lire  labels  are  no  longer  to  be  used,  and  that  three  new 
stamps  (30  and  60  eentesimi  and  2  lire)  will  be  sub- 
stituted. I  am,  dear  Sir,  yotus  truly, 

London.  MOUNT  BROWN. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

B.  H.  0..  Nottingham. — The  later  issue  of  the  penny 
Quei>nsland  is  scarlet ;  the  earlier,  carmine. — The  20  c. 
and  40  c.  French  you  speak  of  are  fancy  stamps^  used  for 
pricing  packets  of  twnbons. — We  may  take  this  op^r- 
tunity  01  cautioning  collectors  against  an  excellent  imita- 
tion of  the  Dutch  stamps  in  violet,  employed  for  a  similar 
purpose.  It  will  most  probably  be  offered  for  sale  me  a 
new  edition  or  an  essay. 

R.  Meldritm,  Glasgow. — ^We  received  by  the  last  mail 
from  Reunion,  a  communication  from  a  correspondent, 
to  the  effect  that  the  posta^  stamps  enclosed  (French 
colonies)  are  the  only  ones  m  present  circulation;  and 
that  the  old  Boiu'bon  stamps  have  been  long  disused,  and 
are  now  unattainable. — We  have  no  doubt  there  were  two 
issues  of  the  old  tenpenny  KngUsh,  viz.,  with  and  without 
threads,  the  former  on  white,  the  latter  on  buff  paper ;  but 
no  envelope  of  that  value,  till  the  present  substitute. 

T.  W.,  Keymer,  Hurstpierpoint. — ^Idke  yourself,  we 
have  a  black  twopenny  English  in  our  collection,  but  can- 
not obtain  satisfactory  proof  of  its  authenticitv. 

L.  M.,  St.  Neof  s. — We  have  never  met  witn  the  10  c. 
yellow,  of  the  1854  issue  of  Switseiiand ;  consequently, 
cannot  speak  as  to  its  shade  of  colour.  Wliy  do  you  not 
ask  the  nrst-rate  authority  on  postage  stamps  residiug  in 
your  own  toTnn  ? — ^There  are  no  fewer  than  twenty  of  the 
Krantz  Hamonia  emissions,  in  bronze  or  silver  on  various 
colours.  It  is  strange  that  we  cannot  obtain  reliable  in- 
formation on  the  Hamburg  locals. — We  have  never  ipmi 
such  a  twopenny  New  South  Wales  as  you  describe,  but 
cannot  judge  of  its  genuineness  without  inspection. — ^The 
envelope  stamps  of  Hanover,  Saxony,  uia  Baden  fre^ 
quently  arrive  pen-cancelled;  and  occasionally  also  the 
adhesivcs  of  Canada. 

I.  S. — We  cannot  appraise  stamps.  As  we  have  before 
remarked,  they  are  worth  what  they  Mill  fetch. — We 
believe  a  red  \  groschcn  of  Hanover  must  be  a  foi^gery. — 
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The  nxpnmy  and  foiuiwimf  pnrclop«  atanip*  doing  duty 
fcrtenpenw,  and  the  hupcnny  and  thmiKTiny  for  nine- 
"1  be  pfncuird  only  by  sp«ittT  application  at 


(tnploy^d  for  the  puMage  ol 


and  from  Murti- 


4  oltuT  Fieudli  poasesBiaiui.  A  letter  we  bad  tram 
ItciminD  wu  pn-paid  with  them ;  and  doiibtlpu  Ihpy 
iBUld  free  Algerinii  and  other  colonial  letters. — Tho  len- 
pflinv  EnjliSi  niay  be  Mill  uwd  if  vou  choose  to  affix  one. 
»e  have  bought  them,  both  at  the  po«t-offlce  and  at 
•tationfra,  very  rwenlly. 

H.  M.  W.  B.— In  the  amall  etamps  of  Tenpiuela  the 
bone's  head  is  to  the  ri^ht  (of  the  apeetator}  :  in  (he 
llur*  of  the  latiT  ismie  the  portion  is  reverecd.— The 


—The  Bpandrilii  of  the  Sycfiiey   stamps  are  the  aiiaceB 
Iwtweera  the  cin-le  and  the  aqaare  tvime. — A  njiccunen 
Mazup,   not  beine  intendi-d  for  circulation,  may  come 
nniliT  the  compirnennve  denomination  of 'e«ay.' 
„   n_._, ™._.^_.j^lj_  Di'von.— Tour 


Xdtice,  Beeralalone,  Te 
nqterting  the  Ocvan  I'oetage 

I.vQt  [KEK. — We  coutd  not  supply  the  infonnalion  ]-du 
rtquHled  in  our  lust,  but  urc  in  a  pontion  to  do  so  non'. 
In  the  3  c.  stamps  of  Honolulu,  the  ngnillcation  of  ui-u 
ii'pay;'  leta,  'letter;'  elaa  nieauii  'C»o;'  kenela,  'c«nte.' 
Tbian  itanLps  have  sujieneded  the  2  cents  with  the  large 
tgure. — There  is  no  such  letter  as  f  in  the  limguage  of 
the  Sandwich  Isles,— the  alphabet  consisting  of  the  vow- 
fIs  I,  e,  i,  0,  u,  and  the  cuniunants  h,  k,  ^  m,  n,  p,  w. 
Iltry  print  the  letter  f  on  these  stanitw;  but  the  natives 
nutoot  pronounce  it  otherwise  than  ns  uku  leJ-a,  clua 
Uneia.    They  an;  uaed  for  inler-island  postage  eiclu- 

Uiiia  Suxs  is  informed  that  her  stamp  is  one  of  the 
1al«t  Austrian  issue. 

SuiNEt  S.  Hbownb.— The  old  Norwcgiim  stamp  you 
figure  and  de»eribe — B  skilliug,  pink  on  «hitc — has  just 
Wu  isnied,  and  is  introduced  to  notice  in  the  prcaent 


Noi 


nrlused  in 


k'.  S.  R.,  Hirrhmore,  Sewpnrt.- 
if  Oppeu's  album  ii   '" ' 


115  of  the  2nd 

the  Fteneh  colonies. 

S,  L.  1).,  Southcmhay,  Exeter. — The  stomps  you  pos- 
•an  Bre  Austrian  complemcntaiy. 

BUpgeala  an  article  on  the  '  dishonesty  of 
■  tn  dcfllers  for  stamps  and  never  reply.* 
"c  <iu  iiui  see  the  neucssitv  for  replying  to  one's  own 
letter.    .\Isd  *  hints  (or  avoiding  or  defcHting  such  actions.' 
Wiat  actions  r    We  should  imagine  non -replying  a  ^m- 
token  of  dishonesty, — always  provided 


thnse  via  w 


it  U  diihonest  to  send  n< 


x.ply 


tions.     P.iiap«  he  .         .    .     .  ,  ._. 

dndi'r'B  answer  to  his  apjilicntion.  It  is  just  poiwble  that 
the  dealer's  prices  are  too  high  for  him.  In  this  case  we 
ttunk  the  dishonesty  woxild  consist  in  n  rejdy  containing 
«B  order,  and  no  pecuniar}'  reply  to  that  onlcr  if  responded 
to.    Th«  County  Court  and  u  lawyer's  IcttiT  would  adjust 

K-  S.,  Canterbury.— We  believe  the  6  kr.  Baden  ithHi 
•  genuine  stamp.— Wo  have  never  before  heard  of  a  60 
"nlenmi  of  Austrian  Italy,  but  that  is  no  proof  of  its 
nou-aulhcnticity.  It  iiifv  be  genuine,  or  an  essay,  or  a 
tuutake  sf  the  printer.  Tour  horiiig  possessed  it  bi-fore 
furyriM  (of  stamps)  were  thought  of,  excludes  it  from 
thai  category. 

Hiss  B.— Your  query  shall  be  responded  to  in  our  next 


MiOAiiHK  shoul 


CTAIIPS  SEXT  ON  A PPfiOVAL.- Address  by  letter 


p^njr.  «H^  pbltllDK,  St  3d.  Hch,  MM.:  Ttea^wEl  1(^.IL.  ad.  AHh : 

MfliJCiiMHltiBiJrr«1Wu^t;:  Ii<p«]fh|,Wbi^«4;  JriiI  Evd.ryiiMii^ 
Aid  Inillii  IbHA  fn  viilUHiq  Inima  faliin.  I  rhdn  t  si  mm,  4  nd.  iiE  id.  «cli 
lu-d;  UuntFdwifai  tlUH*  Tknd  iT  MSnin  niiln  1  e.  Mh.  m  lachi 
»1 11  wrh. •!■  Ff I»T  M  or'^lSrtBmlfiom  Huns ud Dnn  IVdmU. 
•uli.ortniprr.kiHni  tM;  I  (..  if  •wh i  <U  ICmin  (lUisi <  wh, bla^ 
ld.Mch;l£.d«uS.I*.liit.,Id.nch;Tiu«aTl  mi  i  t..  tO.  HuAi:*, 


urn  Aiuinlik  nnl  pnui/  red.  U.;  peniij  twk.  I»*7  .... 


is:^r^. 


irA   EUROPEAN   POSTAGE   STAMPS   for   ONE- 


nS.,  Faulkner  Street,  JLancheater,  has  on  sale 
.  Dnnnl  Anilrlii  «inil  or  rmi).  I,  S  kl..  lit.  IHttH  :  Ski.,  li. 
rvli;  Unrmdotf.  MC  of  B.  f^;  Birwipn,  1  irr..lil.;  i  tft»  U.;  3|r..  M.: 
Airr..  H.l  Ttfr..sd. :  dhvlv, mivlnlw,  I1>  p.. Td. ;  frvio^  AB«irF,  te..  Id.; 

■■  "'S5  ft.'MSiiti's.lvs'i'.t  B'iiSBSi'.rra; 
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T    J.  H.  STOCKALL  &  Co.,  Broad  Qtmii,  near  Uvtr- 

■n  HUh^iil  llM  WT  lav  priH  of  £  |w  hu 


l£l  hJit  or  tlopln.  M  S tfthrr  tn  wh  100;  IJolUd  Hiuo.  WnrWin- 

rpiIG   GBEAT    SENSATION    CAUD.— Tbis   exin- 


^K,. 


..■  iVaSb,  1i.tndiirlL  u  ■ 


Mn.  Hiulrlil. in.. )<•!.,  HdMwidofUw  nnr  olAirt  la 
UiiR-l'lK>£<i7ni*Iii|>n>n!liB>)i.    Tba  uSdHnkR-or't 


lAAA    PHOTOGRAPHIC     PORTRAITS     for    ONE 


ArSTKIAS  STAMPSof  .UiortiHriiifleorbydoMi.., 
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J    3.  n.  STOCEALL  &  Cb.,  Bnwd  Grrni,  lu 


TO    STAMP    nUALRRS.— STAFFORD    SMrTH    4 


"V'OTICEl     EXTRAOBDINART     LOW    PRICES! 

IJt;  DnwM,  1^;   vAlHUfllL  'ij:  FWrh    RrtObllH^  IK,  'n.  Utt,  llKdm, 

DIJDDEL,  Bt  H.  McKkneib*)),  lOfi,  Argrle  Strert, 


TyANTED   TO   PITRCHASE  ivvenl   thoiuand  lued 


ii^rn-Vn'^i;; 


TTAN'OVERS.  ALL  TUK  OLDEST  KISDS,  CLEAN!! 


"I'HE    CUEAI'ICST    PACKET    of    STAMPS.— Th« 


1  9  UXUSED  STAMPS  for  NIXEPP.NX'E,  vii„  ereen 


1'HR     BKS/    POSTAtil^STAMP     ALUl'ST    PDB- 
L1SnT^T>. -Omx's    Pi«UpT-»Uwnn     Albatn     and     t'lOBlofnia     of 
*^^  BBd  rmrlini  f™"!^  Ikjunpi.    Cuplalnlnii  frrirj  liirrinni Lion  t« 


WOISDERFULLY  CHEAP!    Mr.  OEOHGE  PRICE, 


tyVl      PHOTOGRAPHIC      PORTRAITS     ';,„ 


H'O  COLLECTORS  of  UNOBLITERATED  POSTAGE 

tftalU*  of  Dukonlftl  uiHi  )rdiFpl|rn   Pn^tEgn    BUinp*,  bU  nncihUturtMI. 
Put  hvc.  i;i.    ^ippjmi  Surra  ASiifTd,  0«orp  4tn«t.  BrUl 


4     PRIVATE  COLLECTOR  wisht*  to  diipom  of  hia 


tb  Diinrdi  oT  U  Enanrinin  of  mv  ud 
i»  InxdHpsr    Prk-i  U. ;  poH  Int.  Td 


i3 


T"^nLi»?ii^'S^~*ih'iS?    "^^   8TAWP8.     Tli« 
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J  J.  H.  STOCK  ALL  &  Co.,  Broad  Green,  near  Liver- 
•  pool  hare  iiofw  on  luind  a  Urge  quiuiUly  of  used  iitompa.  which  tht'j 
tirr  nrlllng  at  the  reiT-  low  piio«  of  2/  pur  hundred,  mixed  :  eonviating  of 
AuKtrlnn  iimis,  3,  6,  and  9  kr. ;  alitobrad,  Mwond,  third,  und  fourth  1mu<>«: 
IlMrariji,  1,  3.  A,  and  9  kr.,  Imue  of  185],  also  the  preMnt  bsur ;  Baden, 
ngure  in  cvntre;  Bruuswlrk;  Canada;  Denmara,  4  riffnhank  «k..  and 

r>n-M>tit  U»ue :  0«>nnan7,  }.  1 ,  2. 3  «.  gr. :  and  1. 3,  6,  and  9kr. ;  Hamburg ; 
lannver.  ftnt  andothrr  iBKUes;  Italy;  New  Brunswick ;  Portusal:  Pru»- 
aia,  llrat  Issue,  head  of  William  IV..  1. 2,  3  s.  n-.;  and  second  issue;  and 
also  the  eagle,  tlib^  Issue ;  Hnsouy,  first  issue,  head  of  Frederic  Augustus, 
1  and  3  s.  gr. ;  an-1  second  issue  (out  of  use  lately)  1,  grey,  1,  rofle,  2,  blu^, 
Syellow  A  red.andSpfg.  green;  Tuscany  flitm  ana  shIMd).  one  In  each 
100;  Sicily  or  Naples,  one  of  cither  in  each  100;  United  States,  Wurtem- 
burg,  Ac,  *e..  at  the  aforesaid  nOe  of  2/  per  100  (mixed). 


s 


WEDISH  STAMPS.—AU  varieties  ma?  be  had  for 

Od.  per  dosen.  by  >  pplylng  to  Box  07,  Poet-Ofliee.  Olaagow. 


1>ARE  STAMPS  sent  on  approval  by  INCOGNITO, 

JLXt    22,  Oxford  Terrace,  Clapham,  8. 

INCOGNITO'S  (22,  Oxford  Terrace,  Clapham,  S.)  new 
stock  of  Rare  Colonial  Stamps  faiTlte  attention.    Oommanleatlona 
promptly  mponded  to. 

MR.  R.  COWLEY-SQUIER,  Wellington  Hall,  Dover, 
has  Just  mcetred  many  hundred  duplicat-s.  in  addition  to  his 
former  Taried  assortment,  and  be  will  send  a  selection  on  approval  on 
RoHpt  of  a  stamped  envelope.    Old  Belgian  10  e..  20  c,  ^1  per  oosen. 

MARVEL   OF  CHEAPNESS.—The   SHILLING 

CARTE-DE-VISITE  ALBUM,  to  hold  12  portraits.  Is  the  cheapest 
album  ev<>r  issued.  Strongly  bound  in  man  leather,  with  clasp  and  gfit 
edges.  The  mounts  are  manufuctnred  of  the  best  cardboard,  with  gold 
borders.  Post  free,  1/2.  Address,  ttTArroRD  SxrTH  A  Smjtu.  IS,  George 
Street,  Bath. 

HEAP   STAMPS!     RARE    STAMPS  I-THOMAS 

BROWN,  of  Cheshire  View,  Pendleton,  Manchester,  wishes  to  draw 
tlie  attention  of  postape-stamp  eollertors  to  his  large  stock  of  rare  and 
obsolete  pnstai^e  stamps,  includinfc  the  late  Issues  of  most  eountries  at 
very  low  prices.  Also  a  large  stork  of  commoner  stamps  kept  on  hiuid  fhr 
persons  beginning  to  collect.  Agents  wanted  on  the  Continent  and  all 
parts  of  th^  world,  to  whom  a  liberal  commission  will  be  given.  CoUee- 
Uons  also  mode  up  cheap. 

THE  *  ALBERT  EDWARD  POSTAGE  STAMP  AND 
CRRRT  ALBUM.'  in  onevnlume.  Postat.*e  album  ruled  to  contain 
IflOO  stamps,  and  that  of  the  crest  400.  Handsomely  bound  in  moroeto. 
and  of  the  beat  material  and  workmanship.  Post  fire.  2/.  W.  B.  W.  will 
also  send  a  list  of  nearlv  1000  stamps,  with  an  unobliterated  Continental, 
post  Arte,  2d.,— the  eneapent  imuad.  List  gratis  with  e^nh  album, 
raeketa  of  15  unused,  1/.  Apply  at  once  to  'Waltkb  B.  WRrrrAKUi. 
Howard  Street,  Salford. 

EAUTIFULLY    PRINTED    in    COLOURS.-Now 

ready,  a  New  and  Complete  Bet  of  upwardi  of  130  Titles  for  Stamp 
Albums.  OiBocraphleally  arranged  hj  Dr.  J.  E.  Orat,  r.R.N.,  r.U»., 
r.s.M.,  KXC.,  of  the  British  Museum.  Priee  1/ft ;  post  tree,  1/7.  Specimen 
sheet  post  free  for  two  stamns.  London  :  E.  MAJtLBOftODOB  Jk  Co. ;  Bath : 
BTArrouD  Bum  k  Siim,  Oeorge  Street. 

JrMPORTANT!     GIVEN    AWAY !— A   neat   Pocket 
[     Album,  with  clasp.  wlU  be  given  aw«y  to  every  purehaaer  of  the 
nurpenny  Packet  of  Postage  Stamps— six  unused.    Sent  poet  free  for 
six  stamps.    Address,  F.  U.  N.,  4,  Crescent,  Sutton,  Surrey. 

THE  NEW  ISSUE  OF  ITALY  (see  correspondence 
in  present  number),  threepenny  groen  Jamaica,  Norwegian,  and 
other  rare  stamps,  mnx  be  obtained  on  application  to  Mr.  Brown,  124, 
Gbeapelde,  London.    For  price*  see  new  Priced  List,  post  f^,  3d, 

fyUE  POSTAGE-STAMP  MAGNIFIER.-All  Stamp 

jj*^  CoUeetors  should  possess  one  of  Staflbnl  Smith  k  Smith's  Postage- 
SSSetin'B'**?''*^*''*  Olasees,  which  will  be  found  of  great  asslstanee  In 
fw»n^Mr  KkwSd^»**"'J'»'  ^•"^  J****  '««*  foT  V.  The  following  is 
2Ze  saf;  to  W.'  Pordy,  Higfi  Street,  Malm<«burT  :-•  The  GlalL.  Is 
^^l^Lo-  Uwonld  hav4ruly  invaluable.  1  only  wish  I  had  had  it  six 
^wimiA  SMITH.  13,  Geoiijne  adeal  ai  tn»ai>W      Addreas,  ftrar- 

""^t  Bath. 


STAMPS !     STAMPS !     STAMx   .       — 

n  purchase  foreign  or  colonial  postage  ^T^^YpU  Want  tO 
iiice  fcr  thTcheapwt  Price  List  ever  l«.ued.  Enrh*.»,^,d  ^d  at 
SSwARO  Wll.UAJia.care  of  Mrs.  Snelling,  320,  Old  Kent  RoaA^p.  to 
E.W.  buys  rare  stamps^ ^*^ 

ARE  and  CHEAP  STAMPS.— A  f^  sent  on  appro- 

ral  by  W.  R..  11.  8«uth  Parade,  York,  on  rec^Pt  of  "^p. ,  French 
4c,  IdTeach;  St.  Helena  penny  and  fourpenny  M.  (usedj;  Honolulu 
ic'ndltd. 


RW.  PEGG,  Stamp  Merchant,  HoUes  Street,  Dublin. 
•  having  rreelved  fhma  Ua  forelgii  agmta,  and  otbarwise  porehased 
on  the  most  farourable  terms,  an  enormous  stock  of  foreifrn  and  eoiaRljil 
starans.  has  now  on  hand  one  of  the  most  ext«nslreand  most  raried  stocks 
which  have  ever  been  otttrrd  for  sale  bt  any  dealer.  His  stock,  inelodin^t 
almost  every  variety  of  tuafrret  postot.  aflbrds  every  Ikeili^  to  those  who 
wish  to  complete  their  colleetlons.  Befrhinera  wUl'  do  well  to  pnrvhase  nf 
him,  as  he  has  great  otiantltlas  of  the  commmicr  sorto,  at  prices  tnm  oae 
penny  each.  Every  stamp  is  en  vacred  genuine,  uad  tlie  prices  am  madi 
lower  than  those  ta  anv  other  dealer.  Stamps  sent  on  approval  on  re- 
ceipt of  stamped  envelope.  Oollestkms  of  all  sixes  eooatantly  on  nle. 
Stamps  and  collections  purchased.    Apply  by  letter  only. 


Bmi 


^HE  SHILLING  CREST  ALBUM  is  strongly  bound 

In  f<inry  cloth  and  IMtered  on  side.  Post  free,  1/2.  Address,  St^mtO 
MiTil  k  Smith,  13,  Oeorge  Street,  Bath. 


WANTED  to  PURCHASE  from  100  to  300  Rare 
Stamps.  Anr  privato  collector  glxing  up  collecting,  would  find 
this  a  good  mmortutiity  to  dispose  of  his  stamps,  as  the  advertiser  la  will- 
ing to  pay  a  nilr  priee.  He  wants  a  number  uf  rare  old  stamps,  nther 
than  n  large  collection.  Particulars  of  the  principal  stamps,  ststlaf 
loweet  price,  to  be  sent,  prepaid,  to  A.  Z..  care  uf  J.  Slade,  Ironmonger. 
4,  Tnrwood  Row,  Torquay. 

RMS,    CRESTS,    M0N0G1U.MS,    ETC.— A    lar^ 

variety  of  the  above,  beautlAilly  stamped  In  Colour.  wKh  nanus. 
Priee  Sd.  per  sheet ;  pontage  Id.  sstra.  Address,  Staptord  Sitrni  k 
Smith,  George  Street.  Bath. 

WG.  DIAMOND,  Rifle  House,  Westbourne  Grove, 
•  Bayswater.  Dealer  In  r44ns  and  Colonial  and  Foreign  PostMie 
Stamps  slnoe  1867.  bnvs  and  eells  enlleetlons.  A  eollectlno  of  1760  varfr- 
tles  ror  sale.  Send  iwo  stamps  fhr  eatali^ue  of  cnlna.  Pony  Rxpres> 
iiampe.  9d.  saeh.  unused:  uwed  specimens, 8  vaHeti^.  Ad.  each:  theS 
and  2  c.  Sandwich  IsUnda,  3d.  each ;  Confbderate  Statea,  vmd  spedaMM. 
Sd.eaeh. 

ROMAGNAS,  Modenas,  Parraas,  (both  kinds),  old 
Swiss  cantons,  at  9d.  each :  New  Brunswick,  ft  e..  Id. ;  Nova  BeoMa. 
6  c.  Id. :  set  of  7  Romagnas.  61:  Ceylon,  penny  and  twopenny.  Id.: 
Hanover,  1.  2.  S  srr..  Id.  Prices  vary  cheap.  D.  McCorkixdauc,  ST. 
Abbotsford  Plaee,  Olasgnw. 

nIGHEST  PRICE  GIVEN  for  Stamp  and  CoUections 
.     by  R.  Reiixt,  7,  Great  Bmnawlck  Street,  Dublin.    OoUecton  art 
requested  to  call. 

EAUTIFULLY     ILLUSTRATED.        Now    Readv, 

18  pages,  fcap.  4to.,  a  deaeriptive  Price  Catal<wne  of  Britteh.  Colo- 
nial, and  Foreiffn  postage  stamps,  revised  and  corrected  to  the  preaMit 
time,  Ulustraied  with  upwards  of  50  engravtnga  of  new  and  rare  stamps, 
beautifully  printed  on  toned  p^^MU*.  Priee  «d. ;  post  tna,  7d.  Address, 
SxAProan  Smith  k  Surra,  George  Street,  Bath. 

(^  W.  WILKINSON,  9,  Goldsmith  Square,  Sroke 
Xs  Newington,  Ixmdon,  N.,  has  fbr  sale  the  fullowing  stamps:^ 
Arventine  Confederation  and  Republic,  Chili.  C-osta  Rica,  Granada  Con- 
federation, Hong  Kong.  Monto  video.  Nicaragua,  St.  Thomas.  Nonra.T. 
and  Sweden  In  sets:  also  the  new  Norway  just  issued,  and  old  Sicily  and 
Luxembourg  A  selection  sent  on  receipt  of  stajuped  envdopa,  by 
addreasing  as  above. 

HOTOGRAPHY   EXTRAORDINARY.— Just    Pub- 

lished.  the  GREAT  SENSATION  CARD  fbr  carte  de  vlstte  Albums. 
Containing  photographic  portraits  of  over  1000  Living  and  Historical 
Celebrities.  Price  1/;  post  free.  1/1.  Address,  STAfTOBO  SMrzH  k  Sam, 
George  S'reet,  Bath. 

I?IFTY  POUNDS  WILL  BE  GIVEN  for  a  Collection 
of  300  picked  Stamps,  particulars  of  which  may  be  obtained  ttvm 
the  undersigned.  FIrst-claMi  collections  purchased  on  liberal  terns. 
Three  thousand  used  oolonlal.  and  two  thousand  used  fbraign  stamps 
required.    Mocirr  Brown,  124.  Cheapside,  London,  E.  C. 

1  O  FOREIGN  STAMPS  post  free  for  7d.,  half  unobli- 

1^    terated.    A  black  English  In  «Mh  packet.    S.  Y.  E.,  BeermUtone, 
Tavistock,  Devon. 

HE  SHILLING  STAMP  ALBUM  U  the  Best  and 

Chei4>est  Album  for  Juvenile  eolleetors.  Bound  In  fiuier  cloth  and 
lett.-TBd  on  side.  Post  fine,  1/3.  Address,  Stanoao  Sitrm  k  Swrs. 
George  Street,  Bath. 


jvow  racNiy.     Fotarui  eduKm,  revi$§a,  mugmttutm,  tma.  correrun. 

CATALOGUE  of  POST.AGE   STAMPS.— BRITISH, 
.  COLONIAL,  and  FOREIGN.    By  Mount  Brown.     Containing  an 

,  date  of  Issno,  and  taloe,  af  I'M 

~  In  monwco  leather,  and  inter- 

__  ^^  Addnea,  Mr.  Umowv.  eare  of 

Ust  of  obcoiete  and  n^"^'  '**•  f^^*»««P»ld«.  Londpn.     ,%  October  Prtee 

'  ->tamps,  post  free,  3d. 
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1^  STAMP  DEALERS,  Collectors,  and  othere.— 
Foiviini  and  obaolKi«  EDpliah  postage  stampn  lvm«rht,  told,  and 
?* ,  J"*?  *"  *"y  quw'tlty.  and  to  any  amount.  CoIUctiona  boutrht. 
Applj  bjr  letter  to  H.  M.,  40.  Owyn  Street.  Bedford.  Stamp  to  be  encIowNl 
jorivpljr. 

WANTED  to  PURCHASE  POSTAGE  STAMPS.— 
Most  be  gnnd  »p(>flin<>nii.  St.  Helena,  Slf-rra  I^eone,  Liberia. 
Ifnieo,  Argentine  Conrederatlrn  and  Republk,  Braxil  (Italle  flsruren), 
ynMsiHte  (llrst  iMtie).  and  other  rar>  stamm.  State  lowetit  prke  per 
a«n.  hy  UtUr  only,  to  ♦  KaaAY,'  67,  Gordon  Square,  London.  W.C, 

OA  STAMPS  for  SIXPENCE.— The  Sixpenny  Packet 

sAJ  of  Stampe  contains  20  rarletiee  of  Foreign  and  Colonial  Posfcage 
mnps.  all  bi  good  eonditinn.  many  being  nnobliterated.  Poet  ft-ee  for 
Mna  itampa.    AddraM.  BTArroBO  Smith  k  Smith,  13.  George  Street, 

Bith. 


OEVERAL   SUPERIOR  COLLECTIONS    of  Foreign 

yj  Postage  Stampe  having  been  pnrchaaed  by  J-  Ikch,  of  Buckingham 
Tmaee,  Bonner's  itoad.  London,  ho  Is  now  able  to  supply  most  of  the 
vm  raiMt  klada,  hidadtaig  old  Spanish,  old  Brasll  (Iwtge  and  Italics). 
Kspke  (blue  arms  and  cross),  Rtnnagna,^  Tuscany.  Padfle  (9  Unds). 
^•J*"  AjTw  (ship.  Une  and  brown).  St.  Helena  (penny  and  fnurpennv), 
uglbh.  French.  Bambnrfr.  and  Italian  essays,  Mulrnidy  envelopes,  Ac, 
^•r  .•"J5""'*"****'  Coneetors  should  send  memorandom  of  wants, 
vhieh  win  be  supplied  at  very  low  prices. 


INVALUABLE    TO    STAMP    COLLECTORS.      All 

X  stamp  eoUflctora  should  procure  one  of  StAflhrd  Smith  *  SoUth's 
nulige  dmmp  Mamiiyhig  Glasses,  which  will  be ibund  of  graat  assistance 
?_i?**!**«  *w|P««  stamps  Addreas,  STArroBO  SMrra  k  Sum,  13, 
Osorge  Btnet,  Btatb. 


GEORGE  HTAM8,  19,  Walcot  Buildings,  Bath,  sends 
.  ■**»?■  on  approval  on  receipt  of  stamp.  Tlie  following  are  2d. 
•«j— Natal,  penny,  sixpenny ;  Jamaica,  penny,  twopenny ;  QuMnsIand, 
t««painy,  sixpenny.    Stamps  bought. 


A   MAGNIFICENT  COLLECTION  of  upwanis  of  700 

n.  Poetaffs  Stamps,  Including  nearly  200  unused,  to  be  sold  for  £9. 
/or  detailed  eatalogne  apply,  enclosing  two  stamps,  to  8.  Davis,  18, 
Omliy  Street,  Leicester. 

WANTED  TO  PURCHASE.— Collections  of  not  less 
than   1000   Mamps.    Address.  BTArroRO  Smith  k  Bttrm,  IS. 
OsotfeSbttet.  Bath. 

REDUCED  to  TENPENCE.— The  ^  Princess  Alexandra 
Pbsti^Htamp  Album.'  usually  sold  at  One  Shilling  each,  is  now 
ndoeed  to  Tenptvee,  nost  fn«e.    Hkmrt  Whittakui.  W&ebester  Ter- 


'^  Rq^ent  Roiul.  Salfnrd.  Manchester. 


AMERICAN   POSTAGE   STAMPS    for   ONE- 

AN1>-SIXPENCB.-Jnst  published,  carte  de  visite  sfaw,  beau- 
~«v-«Ment«d  Mlcroaeople  Photographs  of  nearly  160  American  Postage 
Kuaps.  Price  1/6:  postlkve,  1/7.  Address,  StAfroBD  Smith  k  Smith, 
U.  Oeorg*  Street.  BaUu 

IH.  &  R.  R.,  89,  Quoen  Street,  Glasgow,  have  stamps 
•  4a€  sale.  Including  Bomagnaa  at  Od.  aasb.     Stamps  sent  on 


jJTAMPS  and  COINS.— R.  P.  HARLEY,  14,  Gloucester 

»J   Slrwi.  Glasgow,  sends  stamps  on  inspection.    Price  List  of  cheap 
•*«■?■  and  eoins  sent  on  reec^  of  stampea-directed  mvelope. 


CEND   for   STAJtfPS   on    INSPECTION    to   R.    P. 

^    UAKIJSr.  14,  GlooeesAer  Street.  Glasgow.    Coins  sent  on  Inspection. 

OBSOLETE  POSTAGE  STAMPS.— The  Five-Shilling 
Packet  of  Obsolete  Forrign  Pusta«e  Stamps  contains  60  varieties, 
kclading  old  Sicilian,  Modma,  Parma,  Tuscany,  and  other  rare  Stamps. 
rmk  free,  611.  Addresa,  Staftord  SMrni  k  BMrru,  13,  George  Street, 
sath. 


OBSOLETE  and  RARE  STAMPS,  ESSAYS,  &c.,  for 
sale.  Good  selection  sent  on  receipt  of  stamped  euvelt^M.  A.  B., 
CT,  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  having  just  concluded  arrangements  on  the 
CnaAtaent  and  ^sawhare,  can  oBpt  a  large  variety  to  collsmirs  at  a  mode- 
rate price.    Common  stamps  wholesale. 

1^   DUNN,  191,  Upper  Street,  Islington,  London,  sends 
•    sttaaps  out  on  approval  to  any  amount. 

pHEAP!  CHEAP!  CHEAP!  R.  KANUNA,  Box 

\J   No.  27,  Ptiat-Oflce,  Leicester,  sends  stamps  for  inspection  u!i  re- 
•lip*  of  oae  stamp.  r  tr^ 


Ran  Stanpt  at  lotc  priett, 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH  offer  the  follo^-ing 
RARE  STAMPS  at  the  annexed,  low  prlera  per  set.— Modrna,  5  r. 
green,  10  c.  rose,  16  e.  yellow,  25  c.  primrose,  2/A  the  set  of  4;  I^annn, 
o  c*  yellow,  10  c.  white.  25  c.  purple.  26  c.  red-brown,  3/  set  of  4  ;  Tus- 
cany (arms),  Ic.  violet,  6  c.  green,  10  e.  brown,  20  e.  blue.  1/  the  sot  of  4 ; 
Tuscany  (1i«n),  1  qoattr  black,  1  cnixia  marntie.  2  era.  blue,  4  era.  green, 
3/  the  set  of  4  ;  Naples  (1K67).  1  gr..  2  gr.,  6  gr..  10  gr.,  20  gr.,  2/6  the  set  of 
6;  Slcllv,  1  gr.  olive-brown.  2  gr.  blue,  6  gr.  carmine,  10  gr.  deep  blue. 
20  gr.  blue-black.  3/6  the  set  of  6.  AddrMs,  STArroBD  Smith  k  Smith, 
13.  George  fkreet.  Bath. 

QTAMPS  SUPPLIED  at  lowest  prices  by  W.  MILLER, 

yi  8,  Culford  Road.  Rinirsland.  Pack<^  of  20  stamps,  «d.  Packets 
also  of  20  local  Americans,  4/^  Price  List— with  which  a  new  stamp  just 
out  will  lie  given— post  tree,  3d. 

Steond  Editum,  grtatfy  ailnrnad  and  improceif. 

POSTAGE-STAMP  ALBUM.  By  JUSTIN  LAL- 
LIER.  Illustrated  with  Maps  and  Diagrams,  and  containing  a 
fkill  description  of  British,  Colonial,  and  Foreign  Stamps,  with  compart- 
ments arranged  for  the  reception  of  each.  Imperial  oblong  8vo..  cloth, 
clasp.  7^;  post  ft«e,  8/2.  Bound  in  half-moroeco,  clasp,  l^;pnst  free, 
10/10.  Bound  in  whole  momcco,  two  clasps,  gilt  adgos,  1^6;  post 
free,  13/4.  Bound  in  best  morAcco  rvlief,  two  clasps.  21/:  post  free,  21/10. 
Handsomely  bound  in  best  morocco  relief^  two  large  daqie,  25/ ;  post 
flree.  25/10. 

'  For  the  benefit  of  Collectors.  Mr.  Jvrrns  Lallisr  has  Just  issued  an 
admirable  Album,  which  will  be  in  extenshrn  demand  as  soon  as  its  ex- 
istence is  known.  It  nontains  a  dfHwriptlon  of  every  known  variety  of 
timbrt  poatt,  so  that  a  partially  obliterated  stamp  may  easily  be  reeog- 
nlsed ;  and  on  the  piwe  opposite  the  description  are  spncn  ftn-  mounting 
tho  stamps  drecribed,  so  that  any  Collector  may.  at  a  glance,  see  all  his 
deficiencies.— 7%«  BookttUer. 


A  CHOICE  COLLECTION  of  1400,  including  old  90 
Brazil.  Paraguay,  old  Spanish,  Ac,  to  be  sold  cheap.  Also  a  col- 
lection of  1100.  Apply  by  letter  nnlv  to  R.  T..  I^hore  IVrrace,  Shrubland 
Road,  Dalston.    «^«  Rare  and  obsolete  stamps  purchased  and  exchanged. 


i25 


WILL  BE  GIVEN  for  100  First-Class  Stamps ; 

£46  for  200:  £63  for  300.  Corrrapondents  wanted  in  all  parts 
of  the  world.  Apply  by  letter  to  W.  Mii.ler,  8,  Culford  Road,  Klngslaiid, 
I.ondon.    N.B.— A  large  stock  of  varieties  on  hand.  . 

n^HE  POSTAGE-STAMP  COLLECTOR'S  POCKET 

X.  ALBUM.— Containing  a  complete  Table  of  all  the  Poetaae  Stamps 
Issued  by  each  C«)untry.  State,  or  City,  with  spaces  arranged  for  their 
reception.  The  whole  in  a  neat  and  portable  form,  with  flap  and  elastio 
bana.  and  a  pocket  for  surplus  stamps.  Roan.  2/ ;  post  free,  2(\ ;  morocco 
or  russia,  3/6;  post  free.  3^8:  morocco  or  mssla  gUt,  4/;  post  f^ve,  4/3« 
BTArroHD  Kmitu  k  SMrrn.  13,  George  Street,  Bath. 


A 

Hayle. 


COLLECTION  of  317  STAMPS  to  he  sold,  Novem- 
ber 20th,  to  the  highest  Udder.    Address,  C  WaIuno,  Penpol  Row, 


ARMS  AND  FLAGS  FOR  STAMP  ALBUMS.— 
Staflbrd  Smith  k  Smith  have  just  n>eeived  a  supnly  of  the  Arms  of 
all  Nations  and  Flags  of  all  Nations  specially  adapted  for  stamp  albums, 
being  beautifully  emblaioned  In  gold  and  silver.  Price  1/6  each  set : 
post  Ave,  1/7.  Address.  Stapfobd  SMmf  ft  Smitii,  13,  George  Street,  Bath. 

Note  nadu.  Third  Thoutand, 

THE  *  SHILLING  ALBUM'  is  a  neat  and  service- 
able  book,  strongly  bound  in  cloth,  and  ruled  to  contain  over  1400 
stamps.  Post  ft«e  for  13  stamps.    R.  W.  Pboo.  1 1 .  Holies  Street.  Dubl  In. 

POCKET  ALBUM  for  CRESTS,  ARMS,  and  MONO- 
ORAMS.  Containing  spaces  arranged  for  1200  varieties.  Neatly 
bound,  with  pocket,  flap,  and  elastic  band.  Roan,  2/ :  post  f^ee,  2/1 : 
moroeeo  or  russia,  ^6 ;  post  free,  3/8 :  morocco  or  russia  gilt.  4/ ;  post 
free,  4/2.    STAfTORD  Smith  k  SMrrn.  13,  George  Street.  Bath. 

CATALOGUE  of  POSTAGE  STAMPS,  edited  hy 
ZscniBscBK  k  KOdkr.  of  Lelpcig.  Contains  list  of  1300  stamps, 
with  prefaee  In  English,  French,  and  German,  also  a  Money  Table. 
Elegantly  printed,  foolscap  8vo.    Price  1/.  post  free. 


rXAUTION.- The  ereat  success  of  the  *  Shilling  Alhum ' 

V^  having  induced  diMonett  dealers  to  copy  the  name  and  style  of 
advestisement.  R.  W.  Psoa.  hereby  gives  notice  that  tha  •  Shllttng  Album  * 
can  only  be  obtained  at  11.  Holies  Street.  Dublin. 


ASSISTANT  WANTED, 
has  a  good  knowledge  of  stamps. 
Apply  by  letter. 


smart  active  Lad,  who 

Mr.  Pboq.  HoUca  Street.  Dublin. 


lMES  BRENNAN,  37,  Nassau  Street  (opposite  the 

Post-Office),  New  York.  United  States,  has  alwajrs  on  hand  a  Urge 
L  of  Foreign  a«id  Americ|m  Stnmps,  used  and  unused.  Orders 
iptly  execuied.    Stamps  exchanged. 
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STAFFOBS   SMITH   Si   SMITHS 
NOVEMBER    ANNODNCEMENTg. 

ObteieU  Pottafft  Stampt. 

STAFFORD   SMITH  &  SMITH'S  ONE-SHILLING 
PACKET  OF  OBSOLETE  FOREIGN  POSTAGE  STAMPS.      Con- 
tiUnlng  one  doien  rarieiins.    Poai  free,  1/1. 

CttoteU  Pottafe  SUtmpt. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  TWO-AND-SIX- 
PENNY  PACKET  OF  OBSOLETE  FOREIGN  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 
CoaUiniug  20  vmrleUet.    Pott  tntt^  2/1. 

Ohtolcto  PotCoM  8tamp$, 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  FIVE-SHILLING 
PACKET  of  OBSOLETE  FOREIGN  POSTAGE  8TAMPH.  Con- 
tafaiinir  60  varlrtie*,  Incladlng  old  Sieflian,  Modena,  Parma,  Tuaeany, 
and  other  rare  atamps.    Post  tr»,  6/1. 

The  Cheap$tt  AUnim  fiyr  Stempt, 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  ONE-SHILLING 
STAMP  ALBUM  la  the  beat  and  eheapevt  for  Jovenlle  eollectora. 
Bound  in  fluiey  cloth  and  lottered  on  aide.    F^  tne,  1/2. 

Album  to  hold  1100  Stirmpt. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  HALF-A-CROWN 
STAMP  ALBUM.    Bound  in  whole  moroeeo  relief,  and  ruled  to  eon- 
tain  nearly  1100  atampa.    PUi*  Ave,  2/8. 

ABntm  to  hoU  2000  8tamf$. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  FOUR-SHILLING 
STAMP  ALBUM.     Half-bound  in  morooeo  leather,  and  ruled  to 
eontaln  upwarda  of  2000  atampa.    Poat  fk«e,  i/t* 

AnmmlohoUlt2008tamp$. 

STAFFORD  SMITH   &  SMITH'S  SIX-SBILLING 
STAMP  ALBUM,    llandaomely  bound  In  whole  morueeo  relict  ffUt 
edge*,  and  ruled  to  eontaln  upwarda  of  2200  ataoipe.    Poet  tno,  0/0. 

iUfrum  to  hoU  3000  Stan^. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  TWELVE-SHIL- 
LINO  STAMP  Al^USi.  Larse  4to..  hmdaonutlj  bound  in  wh(de 
moroeeo  nslief.  giU  edgea,  and  ruled  to  contain  upward*  of  3000  atampa. 
Poat  (hie,  12/0. 

Kow  ready,  18  pagt$,  Frop.  4to.,  vUh  lUuatrattd  Wrtipper. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  DESCRIPTIVE 
PRICE  CATALOGUE  of  BRIT18U,  COLONIAL,  and  FOREIGN 
POSTAGE  STAMPS.  New  edition,  revlaed  and  corrected  to  the  present 
time,  and  iUuatrated  with  upwarda  of  60  engiaTings,  beauttftaUj  printed 
on  toned  paper.    Price  Ocu ;  poat  free,  7d, 

JnvabuthU  to  Aomp  CoUeeton, 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  POSTAGE-STAMP 
MAGNIFIER.  Ererj  coll<>etor  ahould  poaaeaa  one  of  the  Poatage- 
Stamp  Magnifybig  OlaaaM.  which  will  be  found  of  groat  aaaiatanoe  in 
detecting  ftirged  atampa.    Poat  tno,  4/. 

Jfow  Jbody,  Beautifully  prtnlad  ta  CoUmn, 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  NEW  and  COM- 
PI^TE  SET  of  POSTAGE-STAMP  ALBUM  TITLES.  Oompriaing 
upwards  of  130  Titlee  ftn*  Stamp  Albuma,  geoKraphleallv  arranged  or  Dr. 
J.  E.  Gray,  r.ii.s.,  r.us.,  f.bji.,  Ac.,  of  the  Britlah  Muaenm.  Price 
1/0;   poat  tno,  1/7.    Speelman  aheet  poat  ftee  fbr  two  atampa. 

TuetOy  Foreign  Stamp*  for  Sixptnce, 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  SIXPENNY 
PACKET  of  STAMPS.  Containing  20  Tarleties  of  Foreign  and 
Colonial  Poatage  Stamps,  all  in  good  eondition,  manj  tiring  uuoblite- 
rated.    Poatfk«e,7d. 

TA«  Chtnpeat  Packet  t^f  UnoUUsraJted  Stampt, 

STAFFORD   SMITH  &  SMITH'S  ONE-SHILLING 
PACKET  of  FOREIGN   POSTAGE   STAMPS.      Containing  one 
dosen  varifltlea;  aUunobliterated.    Poat  fk^,  1/1. 

rmporloat  to  tiumt  otout  to  ColUeL 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  FIVE-SHILUNG 
PACKET  of  FOREIGN  POSTAGE  STAMPS.  Contatnlng  100  vari- 
etlea  of  Foreign  Stampa,  all  In  good  eondition,  many  being  unMditarated. 
Poat  tno,  6/1. 

2b  CollMtora  </  UnMittrattd  Poad^  atampa. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  TWO-AND-SIX- 
PENNY  PACKET  of  UNOBI.ITBRATED  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 
Containing  2i  rarietiea  of  Colonial  and  Foreign  Stamps,  all  unused.  Poet 
free,  2/7. 

New  Packet  of  Poatage  Btamtpe. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  FIVE-SHILLING 
PACKET  of  LOCAL  AMERICAN  POSTAGE  STAMPS.    Contain* 
Ing  20  varieties.    Post  free,  6/1. 


Arme  and  Wlftnfor  Stump , 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMI'l'H  hare  just  reoeiTed  a 
Buppljr  of  the  Arms  of  all  Nations  and  Flags  of  all  Nations,  apeetaltar 
adj^tted  <br  stamp  albnma,  b<>ing  beautifully  emblaaoned  in  gold  lad 
ailver.    Price  1^  each  aet :  post  fime,  1/7. 

To  ForeiffH.  Stia^  amd  Crtot  OoOfCtor*. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  MONTHLY  CIR- 
CULAR ftu-NoremberwUIbesentgraUaandpostfkwtoaByaddreaa 
on  uppUeation. 

The  Ckeaptat  AOwmfor  Or^U, 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  ONE-SHILLING 
CREST  ALBUM.    Strongly  bound  fai  fluiey  doth  and  lettered  os 
side.    PoMfkve.  1/2. 

AJhem  to  koid  1000  Crcsea. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  HALF~A-CROWN 
CREST  ALBUM.    Bound  In  whole  moiticeo  ralief;  and  ruled  to  eon- 
taiu  upwards  of  1000  crests.    Post  fk«e,  2/!H. 

AUmm  to  hoU  2000  OvKs. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  FOUR-SHILLIKO 
CREST  ALBUM.     Half-bound  In  moroeeo.  and  ruled  to  sont^ 
upwards  of  2000  crests.    Poet  fk«e,  4/6. 

AJhtm  to  haU  2200  Cruta. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S   8IX-SHILLIN0 
CREST  ALBUM.    Handsom<>ly  bound  In  morocco  ndief,  gOt  edccs, 
and  ruled  to  contain  2200  crests.    Port  free.  6/6. 

Afbmm  to  koid  6000  Crtata. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  TWELVE-SHIL- 
LING  CREST  ALBUM.     Large  tto..  handsomely  bound  to  moneeo 
relief;  and  ruled  to  contain  upwards  of  6000  crests.    Post  free,  ISfi. 

JTevB  Pocket  for  Croat  CoOedora. 

STAFFORD     SMITH     &    SMITH'S     SIXPENNY 
PACKET  of  ARMS.  CRESTS,  MONOGRAMS,  fte.    Containing  » 
rarleties.    Relief  stamped  in  Colours.    Post  fk«e,  7d. 

Arma,  Craata,  Sc.,  far  Albtema. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMirH'S  ONE-SHILLING 
PACKET  of  ARMS.  CRESTS.  MONOGRAMS,   Ac     Compristag 
upwards  of  50  varieties.    ReUef  stamped  hi  Colours.    Post  free.  1/L 

JVbw  Rmdw.  _^ 

STAFFORD  SMITH   &  SMITH'S  ONE-AND-SIX- 
PENNY  PACKET  of  ARMS.  CRESTS,  MONOGRAMS,  te.   CJsn- 
iaining  100  varistles.    Relief  stamped  in  Coloun.    Post  frue,  1/7. 

S  Cheap  Create  for  CotWtora. 

TAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMI  TH  have  on  sale  a  large 
assortment  of  Arms.Crests,  Moncwnuns.  *c,  beauUftally  ^  * 

sheet;] 


in  Colours,  with  Names.    Price  3d.  per  i 


postagv.  Id. 


STAFFORD    SMITH  k   SMITH, 

Foreign  Stamp-sellfln  to 

HU  BOTAL    HlOHNKM  THE   PbINCK  OF  OSANQK. 

13,  George  Street,  Bath. 


This  Jfo^osins  will  be  forwariad  rt^ularly  er«ry  month,  to  any  pe»C  iff  tha 
vHd.  on  rectivt  of  tha  aiutMal  SMl^eriptiim  of  FOmr  Shaiimaa:  trkkk  i 
poaCa^sitenRficet^  small  vauea  cMrmil  in  tM  comfry  i 
iaraeaivad. 
Stafford  SmUh  S  Smith,  13.  George  Street,  Bath,  BngUati. 


remitted  in  ant 


Ve  JomnuU  sera  trsnssua  lotu  let  mots,  doiu  toulss  lea 
en  envoffont  aux  Mtaaieure  Smith  la  sonserifitMm 
|jai6r«s-pos(«  imi^  du  poya  d'  on  viont  Vordre, 

Stafford  Smith  S  Smith,  13,  George  Street^  Bath,  EnglamL 


lea  laapeatim 
wenmeUa  (i  J 


Qua^o  Magataino  aara  traamiao  tntti  i  meai,  in  eiaaemmo  parte  del  mamdo 
doMi  aviori,  rieevendo  U  preaao  annuals  (i  lire),  in  ^ranehi  Mli  non  «|^«f* 
ddpaeee  dove  amvi  U  eomando. 

Stafford  Smith  S  Smith,  13,  George  Street,  Boffc,  Soffanid. 

Em  Almactn  sera  enviodo  ooda  aias  d  lodos  loa  partes  del  mwufo  par  ha 
pmhUeudoree  d  la  rteita  dd  preeio  annal  f20  r«alee>,  en  sedoe  del  torreo  aoeses 
del  pats  dst  qua!  *ka  llMoto  el  ordtn. 

Stafford  Smith  4  Smith,  13,  George  Strad,  BatK  finfland. 

Dieaea  Journal  %tird  jeden  Monat  naeh  alien  ZMndem  der  Weir  saa  itn 
HerauagAem  btsflrden  wenten,  naeh  Empfang  dea  jShrtiehen  Bdrama,  (1| 
thaler),  wdehee  in  ungehrauehtan  Briefmarken  von  dem  Lands,  von  wetmamiia 
Order  gAommen  iat,  entriehM  irerden  kann. 

Stafford  Smith  4  Smith,  13,  George  Straat,  BoA.  Si^/bmd, 

NOTICE^  Pureh/Oara  <^  the  ftrASU*  Ooludotob's  Maoabimk  on  ^ 
titled  to  receive  with  the  May  and  aneeeeding  nmntcri  ««  tmatUcrtfM 
Foreign  or  Colonial  Poetoge  Stomp,  The  above  te  not  apfHoaile  to  flsisti  ihrt 
reeident  in  Foreign  Conntriee ;  aa  tha  Briliah  noetnl  rtgalationa  a^l  as!  '  " 
a/ang  er^iUmtre  being  aent  in  a  regiatared  puhUeation  addreaaed  ahioai. 
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London  :  Published  by  B.  MAKLBoaoroM  k  Co..  4,  Ava  Maria  Lane,  EX.; 
and  STArroBO  Smith  k  Smith. The  Fordgn  Stamp  and  Crest  Bep^  I3i 
George  Strmt.  Bath,  to  whose  ears  aU  CeenmnniwatJons  IbrtbsKdlM' 
are  to  k>e  addressed. 
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COBREPFDSDENCK I77 

AnwsRs  TO  CoRBEBroflDnrrs 178 

TO  OUR  SUBSCRIBERS. 
The  pablishera  of  the  Stamp  Colledor'g  Maj/a^ 
iine,  oo  the  appearance  of  the  closing  number 
of  the  first  volome,  have  to  thank  their 
AQmeroag  subscribers,  contributors,  and  cor- 
fwpondents,  both  in  England  and  elsewhere, 
for  their  kind  support. 

The  circniation  of  the  magazine  is  at  present 
wmsiderable ;  and  they  venture  to  anticipate 
thai  the  increasing  interest  now  taken  in  the 
rtndy  and  coUection  of  stamps,  will  shortly 
So.ll.    Doc.  1,1863.    Price  Pourpenoe.] 


enable  them  to  double   the  number  of  im- 
pressions now  printed  off  monthly. 

To  render  the  periodical  still  more  worthy 
of  support,  and  a.^  the  augmented  number 
of  advertisements  often  compels  them  to 
exclude  much  interesting  matter,  they  pur- 
pose  enlarging  it  in  the  January  and  suc- 
ceeding issues,  by  the  addition  of  eight 
pages.  Unused  stamps  will  still  be  given 
with  each  magazine,  and  the  engraving  of 
newly-issued  and  rare  specimens  entrnsted 
to  the  same  talented  artist. 


A  TALE  OF  A  POSTAGE  STAMP. 
DOZE  THE  LAST. 

CHANCES  AND  CHANGES. 
"  Bound  to  the  airth  by  heavy  pftin, 
The  spirit  nobly  npums  the  chain; 
Forgets  her  own  in  othere'  noes, 

And  finds  in  chsrity repoao.' 

Once  more,  and  finally,  the  Savoy  cross  took 
up  the  thread  of  the  narrative. 

'  The  sufferers  were  removed  to  the  hos- 
pital of  Santa  Maria  Nuova,  whence  Michele 
emei^ed,  some  montlis  after,  a  helpless  crip- 


[Begistered  f< 


■  Transmission  Abroad. 
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pie  for  life.  Carlo  was  allowed  to  accompany 
nis  friend,  and  attend  upon  bim  during  the 
course  of  a  tedious  confinement,  succeeded 
by  but  a  partial  recoveiy.  The  mind  of 
Lorenzo  was  irreparably  shattered  ;  the 
aspirations  of  genius  chilled  ;  and  the  vainly- 
cherished  dreams  for  the  future  dissipated 
for  ever. 

'  A  distinguished  English  artist,  who  had 
previously  known  and  valued  his  talents, 
chancing  to  revisit  Florence,  and  becoming 
acquainted  with  his  sad  state,  though  un- 
aware of  the  facts  of  the  case,  saw  enough 
to  convince  him  that  the  major  part  of 
the  disease  was  not  in  the  body.  He 
offered,  therefore,  to  furnish  a  total  change 
of  scene,  by  taking  the  friends  with  him 
to  London,  and  there  find  them  sufficient 
employment  for  their  maintenance. 

*  Lorenzo  was  perfectly  indiffereni^  to  the 
present  and  the  ftiture — the  horrid  past 
alone  being  ever  before  his  imagination ;  but 
Carlo,  thoughtful  beyond  his  years,  and 
anxious  to  with  raw  his  companion  and 
escape  himself  from  the  scenes  of  recollec- 
tions so  pain^l,  easily  persuaded  him  to 
accept  the  kind  offer. 

'  It  may  be  wondered  at  that  no  active 
stir  was  made  for  the  discovery  and  punish- 
ment of  the  murderers  of  the  marchose ;  but 
the  state  of  the  government  was  not  yet 
settled  enough  to  work  the  requisite  machi- 
nery for  their  pursuit  and  identification  ; 
and  the  principal  surviving  relatives  of  the 
deceased  noble,  Bernardo  and  Adine — the 
latter  incapacitated  by  affliction,  and  the 
former  passive  through  dread  of  his  own 
participation  in  the  midnight  attack  being 
divulged — not  actively  urging  the  authori- 
ties, the  tragedy,  at  a  period  so  eventful, 
soon  passed  from  general  memoiy.  No 
obstacle,  then,  was  offered  to  the  departure 
of  Lorenzo  and  Carlo  from  Florence. 

*The  very  morning  of  the  consummated 
crime,  Filippo  had  contrived — having  pre- 
viously procured  a  passport — to  evacuate 
Tuscany,  and  eventually  found  his  way  to 
the  English  metropolis,  with  a  considerable 
share  of  the  ill-gotten  booty.  Adine,  past 
all  thought  for  worldly  affairs,  virtually 
allowed  her  cousin  the  management  of  her 
property  ;  and,  influenced  more  by  a  wish  to 


escape  daily  intercourse  with  him,  than  by 
aught  else,  accepted  the  invitation  of  an 
English  family  of  high  rank,  to  accompany 
them  to  London  for  an  indefinite  period. 
Thus  were  some  of  the  principal  personages 
of  our  drama  once  more — though  unwittingly 
and  far  apart — consorted  in  the  same  metro- 
polis. 

*  The  family  with  whom  Adine  resided 
belonged  to  tliat  modem  section  of  the  reli- 
gious world  that  strives  to  appropriate  the 
better  characteristics  of  the  papal  faith; 
devoting  themselves  with  sincere  and  un- 
tiring energy  to  the  assuagement  of  the 
calamities  of  fallen  humanity.  Adine  enthu- 
siastically entered  into  all  their  benevolent 
plans  ;  and  the  very  sight  of  her  angel  face, 
beaming  amid  the  humble  garb  of  a  sister  of 
mercy,  brought  solace  to  many  a  suffering 
invalid.  Filippo  found  congenial  employ- 
ment by  entering  into  partnership  with  ft 
fellow-countryman  in  a  night  gambling- 
house  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Leicester 
Square. 

*  Misfortune,  in  the  mewiwhile,  still  dogged 
their  path,  and  laid  a  heavy  hand  upon  our 
hapless  heroes.  Not  very  long  after  their 
estabUshment  in  a  tolerably  comfortable 
position,  their  kind  patron  met  with  serious 
pecuniary  losses  from  the  bursting  of  one 
of  those  bubble  companies,  the  careless  and 
culpable  supineness  of  whose  directors — 
taking  into  account  the  real  amount  of  dis- 
tress and  wretchedness  occasioned — cause 
the  follies  and  crimes  of  the  Bemardos  and 
Filippos  of  society  to  mount  with  feathery 
lightness  in  the  recording  balance.  A 
naturally  nervous  temperament  was  so 
greatly  shocked  by  this  occurrence,  as  to 
necessitate  a  temporary  retirement  from 
active  life ;  and  Lorenzo,  now,  alas !  men- 
tally bereaved  of  artistic  skill,  and  phy- 
sically disqualified  by  his  maimed  arm,  lost 
the  remunerative,  if  undignified,  employment 
of  filling  in  backgrounds. 

'  Not  long  since,  I  heard  my  present  owner 
reading  in  a  popular  work  of  fiction,*  scenes 
illustrating  a  character  depicted  therein.  It 
is  the  daughter  of  a  clergyman,  restricted  by 
a  malady  from  other  exeitjise  than  removal 
from  bed  to  sofa  and  vice  vergd ;  yet  repre- 
♦  ChroHicf€9  of  CarUngford, 


Dec.  1,  1863.]         THE  STAMP  COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


167 


sented  as   taking  interest  in   all  the  busy 
concerns    of   the    comrannity   aronnd    her, 
though  in  a  sai^castic  and  nnamiable  way. 
In  a  suburb  of  this  city  resides  a  lady,  alike 
and  yet  how  unlike !     With  the  same  cor- 
poreal disqualification,  and  the  same  interest 
in  the  society  from  which  she  is  partially 
secluded,  the  better  spirit  rises  superior  to 
the  mortal  clay;  and  her  time  and  talents 
are  devoted  to  solacing  the  troubles,  and  in 
some  way  contributing  to  the  welfare  of  all 
that  are  so  fortunate  as  to  f&\\  within  the 
sphere  of  her  influence. 

*  Through  her  instrumentality,  young  Carlo 
had  obtained  a  situation  in  a  foreign  mer- 
chant's warehouse,  in  which  employ  his 
knowledge  of  the  Italian  language  made  him 
a  valuable  acquisition.  Through  her,  also, 
his  presence  in  London  became  known  to 
Adine,  to  whom  he  had  been  mentioned  as  a 
fellow-countryman,  during  one  of  the  calls 
of  the  latter,  while  co-operating  in  some 
kindred  scheme  of  benevolence ;  little  aware 
as  the  speaker  was  of  any  former  connection 
between  tbem.  Adine  did  not  fail  to  for- 
ward him  many  a  handsome  present  through 
her  kind  informant,  but  requesting  their 
source  might  not  be  divulged.  Till  the 
iiifiiction,  therefore,  alluded  to  in  the  pre- 
ceding paragraph,  fortune  seemed  to  smile 
again  upon  the  boy  ;  but  after  that,  the 
desolate  and  helpless  state  of  his  friend 
obliged  the  resignation  of  his  situation. 

'  From  low  to  lower  they  gradually  sank ; 
shame  precluded  application  to  their  good 
patroness  ;  and  Lorenzo  was  eventually 
driven  to  the  humble  employment  of  a 
photographer  in  an  inferior  purlieu  of  the 
City  Road  ;  while  Carlo  acted,  now  as  assis- 
tant manipulator  inside,  and  now  outside 
the  door  touting  for  the  entry  of  the 
passers-by.  Many  chance  customers  that 
would  not  otherwise  have  been  induced  to 
invest  a  sbiUing  in  their  "  counterfeit  pre- 
sentment," were  attracted  by  the  engaging 
and  intelligent  countenance  of  the  boy ;  and 
numbers  of  the  (by  courtesy)  fair  sex  of  the 
neighbourhood  were  lured  by  the  desire  of 
seeing  the  still  handsome,  though  blighted 
countenance  of  the  interesting  "  furriner." 

*  In  such  situation  I  last  saw  him,  and  there 
they  might  now  be  remaining,  but ' 


*  Tliat  sad  narrative  1  promised,  and,  as 
eye-witness  of  the  circumstances,  am  best 
qualified  to  relate,'  curtly  interrupted  the 
Tuscan  lion ;  '  and  with  the  permission  of 
our  auditor  will  continue.' 

The  petulant  cross  resisted;  but   in   the 

midst  of  the  squabble *  Hot  water,  sir,' 

was  the  accompaniment  to  a  loud  tapping 
at  the  door ;  and  I  awoke  to  the  full  glare  of 
daylight. 

THE  DENOUEMENT.— PART  I. 

BIRCHIN    LANE. 

'  Wheree'r  we  range 
Appearu  a  change.' 

I  AWOKE,  as  may  well  be  imagined,  unrefreshed 
by  my  night's  qiiasi  rest.  After  my  matu- 
tinal sacrifice  to  the  graces,  and  a  hurried 
breakfast,  I  resolutely  set  to,  with  head  all 
muddled  as  it  was,  to  jot  down  the  visions  of 
the  night  as  well  as  I  could  remember  them, 
and  such  as  they  have  been  laid  before  my 
readers.  Here,  then,  may  find  its  appro- 
priate place  what  I  afterwards  learned,  and 
what  the  yellow  Tuscan  lion  '  might,  could, 
would,  or  should '  have  said. 


The  clock  over  the  post-oflBce  in  Lombard 
Street  pointed  to  five.  The  usual  two  or 
three  hours'  block  at  each  end  of  that  busy 
thoroughfare  no  longer  existed ;  and  the 
bankers  and  merchants  of  the  neighbour* 
hood  might  be  seen  speeding  homewards  in 
substantial-looking  equipages,  hailing  cab  or 
omnibus,  or  taking  a  constitutional  on  foot. 

An  uninitiated  observer  could  have  com- 
prehended that  /  but  he  would  have  been  at 
a  loss  to  account  for  tho  gradual  congrega- 
tion of  individuals  of  all  ages  under  tho 
arches  and  in  the  courts  connecting  tho  rich 
street  of  the  bankers  with  Birchin  Lane,  one 
of  which  was  named  years  ago,  from  its 
proximity  to  the  Great  Exchange, — but 
without  the  slightest  anticipation  of  the 
peculiar  appropriateness  of  the  designation 
in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century — 
'Change  Alley. 

The  majority,  especially  the  juvenile  por- 
tion of  the  gathering,  were  holding  thin 
books  of  various  sizes,  which  they  were 
assiduously  pressing  on  the  attention  of  the 
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nnmeroas  passers-bj,  most  of  whom  seemed 
to  have  taken  that  way  for  the  purpose ;  and 
silver  and  copper,  nay,  sometimes  gold, 
passed  from  hand  to  hand  in  all  directions. 

This  was  the  then-flonrishiDg  Stamp 
Exchange  ;  and  the  curious  observer  would 
have  been  amused  at  the  varied  aspect  of 
the  component  parts,  and  the  conversation 
of  the  detached  groups. 

There  was  a  sprinkling  of  dark  foreigners 
who  were  sure  to  be  objects  of  eager  inter- 
est, as  most  probably  prepared  to  barter  South 
American  or  other  coveted  and  rare  specimens. 

There  were ,  sporting  a  silver  wat<;h 

and  gold  chain,  the  proceeds  of  his  novel  but 

lucrative  traffic  ;  handsome ,  joking, 

and  larking,  and  chaffing  the   policemen ; 

,  remarkable  for  never  sporting  the 

same  waistcoat  or  tie  for  two  consecutive 
days,  and  who  '  only  changed,  never  sold  ; ' 

,    with    primrose     kids,    apparently 

ashamed  of  his  position  as  itinerant  street 

vendor  ;  ,    walking    up    and    down, 

cigar  in  mouth,  and  disposing  of  his  stock  as 
if  he  honoured  his  customers  by  so  doing. 

'  Cum  multia  aliis  quos  nunc  perscribere  longum  est.' 

The  snatches  of  conversation  were  enter- 
taining.     '  Where  is  ?  '     *  Oh  !  the 

people  at  the  eating-house  threw  some 
greasy  water  out  of  window  yesterday,  and 
spoiled  his  best  cap,  and  his  mother  won't 

let  him  come  here  any  more ;  and , 

what  is  become  of  him  ?  He  used  to  be  a 
constant  attendant.'  '  Don't  you  know  ? 
He  was  taken  before  the  Lord  Mayor  last 
week  for  obstructing  the  way,  and  doesn't 
want  to  repeat  his  visit.' 

It  is  six  o'clock.  Policeman  D  456,  much 
more  civil  than  the  rest  of  his  fraternity, 
leaves  the  beat,  and  D  457  takes  his  place. 
At  his  approach  books  and  sheets  of  paper 
rapidly  disappear,  and  everyone  tries  to 
assume  the  guise  of  a  casual  passenger. 
'  I  tell  'ee  what  'tis,  now  ;  if  you  don't  clear 
away  from  this,  you  shall  all  go  to  the  P'lice 
Station,  whiskers  and  no  whiskers.' 

He  passed  on  his  beat ;  and  the  sight  of 
his  back  turning  the  comer  was  the  signal 
for  the  reproduction  of  the  hidden  books, 
and  the  renewal  of  the  traffic.  After  a  while, 
this    choice     specimen    of    a   peeler    again 


showed  himself,  and  again  there  was  a  lull 
in  the  transfers.  This  time  his  objurgations 
were  accompanied  by  profane  oaths ;  and  on 
being  rebuked  by  a  respectable  physician, 
one  of  the  offi^nding  parties,  his  civil  reply 
was,  that  *  he  should  curse  and  swear  as 
much  as  he  liked  ' ! 

He  took  himself  off  at  last,  and  once  more 
the  bustle  re-commenced.  A  fresh  comer 
appeared  on  the  scene, — a  handsome  youth, 
with  the  olive  tint  and  unmistakeable  large 
dark  eyes  of  Italy.  It  was  the  Carlo  of  our 
tale.  His  threadbare  clothing,  clean  and 
neat  as  it  was,  and  his  emaciated  appearance 
betokened  months  of  privation.  He  had 
been  a  frequent  attendant  on  'change :  one 
by  one  his  cherished  stamps  had  been  dis- 
posed of,  and  the  produce  devoted  to  the 
diurnal  necessities  of  his  friend,  whose  fre- 
quent aberrations  of  mind  now  sadly  cur- 
tailed  their  slender  gains. 

The  yellow  lion  and  Tuscan  cross  of  the 
same  colour  were  in  his  hand,  reserved  to 
the  last,  both  from  their  rarity  and  as  trea- 
sured mementos  of  almost  the  last  happy 
hour  he  had  spent,  when  they  were  given 
him  so  long  since  by  his  loved  friend,  just 
before  the  terrible  events  that  had  cast  such 
an  untimely  blight  on  his  youthful  happiness. 

No  sooner  was  he  in  sight  than  a  general 
rush  was  made  towards  him.  '  Have  you 
brought  them  ? '  *  You  promised  me  the 
refusal.'  *  I'll  give  you  as  much  as  any  one.' 
Such  were  the  greetings  he  met  with.  The 
two  stamps  were  eagerly  competed  for ;  and 
the  poor  boy  had  much  ado  to  follow  them 
with  his  eyes  from  hand  to  hand,  the  tears 
welling  up  at  parting  with  his  treasures. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  conftision,  P.  C. 
D  457  re-appears  more  fnrious  than  ever. 
A  man  with  a  ladder  across  his  shoulder 
was  turning  the  comer  of  the  alley,  and 
drew  back  a  moment,  unable  to  pass  the 
crowd.  *  Go  on,  can't  you  ?  '  yelled  the 
policeman  ;  '  break  their  heads,  if  they  don't 
get  out  of  the  way.' 

How  much  more  prone  we  are  to  follow 
evil  counsel  than  good !  He  was  too  well 
obeyed.  Poor  young  Carlo,  anxiously  en- 
gaged in  making  the  best  of  his  precions 
stamping,  did  not  back  quickly  enough  out 
of  the  way.     He  was  knocked  down   by  a 
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heavy  blow  on  the  back  of  the  head,  and 
carried  home  senseless  and  bleeding  on  that 
reiy  ladder  that  had  just  proved  the  instru- 
ment of  the  reckless  deed ! 

PART  11. 

REALIZATION. 

'  When  the  dream  of  life  is  past ; 
When  the  fatal  die  is  cast ; 
Then  the  waking  mind  will  feel 
\^liat  is  false,  and  what  is  real' 

The  greater  part  of  my  spare  time  for  two 
or  three  days  was  occupied  in  writing  and 
arranging  the  substance  of  my  dreams.  One 
morning  my  editorial  friend  called  in  to  see 
how  the  '  Tale '  was  progressing ;  and  hurry- 
ing over  the  manuscript,  condescended  to 
express  himself  very  well  satisfied  on  the 
whole. 

*  I  think  you  have  managed  pretty 
tolerably,'  said  he;  *  and  I  see  you  have 
contrived  to  introduce  those  romantic  cir- 
cumstances I  was  relating  to  you.  The  idea 
of  the  vision  was  very  good,  if  not  perfectly 
originaL  Why,  what  is  the  matter  with 
you  ?  You  have  knocked  down  the  ink- 
stand, and  just  missed  spoiling  those  stamps.* 
*  Hang  the  stamps,'  cried  I ;  '  what  are  you 
talking    about  ?       Do    you    mean    to    say 

that '     He  was  paying  no  attention 

to  me.  *  Ah !  I  see  :  you  have  left  the 
catastrophe  for  me.  All  right ;  you  would 
have  only  made  a  mull  of  it.  Here  it  is  :  I 
thought  you  would  be  ready  for  it  by  this 
time.     Why,  what  are  you  staring  so  for  ?  * 

Well  I  might ;"  for  I  could  not  the^i  for  the 
life  of  me  tell  what  he  was  driving  at.  But 
he  talked  so  fast,  there  was  no  getting  in  a 
word  edgewise.  '  By  the  bye,  how  are  you 
engaged  this  morning?  Why  not  come 
with  me  ?  I  am  going  to  see  them, — for 
the  last  time,  I  fear.  The  poor  boy's  injury 
proves  to  have  been  more  serious  than  was 
at  first  anticipated.  ,We  can  take  the  city 
'bus.' 

Who  were  the  *  them,'  and  where  he  spoke 
of  going,  were  myths  to  me;  but  having 
nothing  particular  else  to  do,  1  agreed.  I 
had  not  left  the  house  since  the  supper  even- 
ing, and  the  fresh  air  would  have  soon  had 
its  wonted  good  effect  on  my  faculties ;  when 
the  stifling  omnibus,  the  noise  of  the  streets. 


and  the  squalor  and  bustle  of  the  dirty 
thoroughfares  leading  from  the  City  Road  to 
the  place  of  our  destination,  added  ten-fold 
to  my  bewilderment. 

We  reached  a  shabby-looking  house  in 
the  Curtain  Road.  The  door  was  open.  In 
front  of  it  was  a  cab,  near  which  stood  a 
powerful  man  of  a  bull-dog  cast  of  coun- 
tenance ;  and  a  plain  private  brougham, 
attended  by  a  portly  personage,  evidently  a 
superior  confidential  servant  out  of  livery, 
was  drawn  up  not  far  off*. 

We  mounted  the  crooked,  creaking  stair- 
case to  the  topmost  floor,  and  entered  a 
large  but  poor-looking  room.  Like  an  elec- 
tric flash  the  reality  burst  upon  me ;  for 
there,  in  one  corner  stood  Lorenzo,  hopelessly 
calm,  with  eye  in  which  the  light  of  intel- 
lect was  for  ever  quenched,  sadly  gazing  at, 
but  apparently  from  some  cause  too  spell- 
bound to  approach  the  bed  on  which  was 
pillowed  the  bandaged  head  of  his  fltithful 
young  companion. 

There,  too,  by  the  side  of  the  lowly  couch 
on  which  the  dying  boy  was  lying,  in  all 
the  superlative  beauty  which  the  little  post- 
age stamp  had  not  exaggerated — looking 
like  some  ministering  angel  prepared  to  take 
charge  of  the  fast-fleeting  spirit — knelt 
Adine! 

PART    III. 

COXCLUSIOX. 

*  Blame  we  Pruvideuce  or  Fate  ? 

Is  it  chance  ?    Or  is  it  sin 
That  brought  us  to  our  present  state  ? 
How  different  far 
Is  what  we  are 
From  what  we  might  have  been  !  ' 

It  was  not  all  a  dream  then  !  The  dozes  of 
the  night  had  been  but  partial  repetitions  of 
the  conversation  of  the  evening,  with  an 
admixture  of  some  historical  and  other 
events  about  which  I  had  lately  interested 
myself 

Little  now  remains  to  be  told.  All  was 
soon  over.  The  noble  visitor,  but  recently 
made  aware  of  the  destitute  state  of  her 
compatriots,  after  giving  directions  that 
everything  necessary  should  be  attended  to 
at  her  charge,  retired  to  the  conveyance 
which  was  awaiting  her ;  and  Lorenzo, 
whom  nothing  but  the   extremest  violence 
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could  have  induced  to  quit  the  living  Carlo, 
seemed  now  totally  prostrate,  and  was  un- 
resistingly conducted  to  the  cab  at  the  door, 
and  borne  off  to  a  private  asylum. 

There  he  still  remains,  harmless  and  spirit- 
less; now,  sitting  abstracted  for  hours; 
now,  listlessly  occupied  in  a  feeble  imitation 
of  his  former  pursuits;  but  he  never  gets 
beyond  the  outline  of  a  face — always  the 
same — an  unfinished  copy  of  the  large  pic- 
ture about  which  we  first  saw  him  engaged 
in  his  native  citv. 

Filippo  may  yet  be  seen  occasionally  swag- 
gering about  Leicester  Square  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood ;  but  his  ill-gotten  plunder  does 
not  seem  to  have  prospered  with  him,  as 
latterly  he  has  been  looking  very  seedy,  and 
the  Times  not  long  since  announced  that  in 
consequence  of  certain  irregular  proceedings, 
the  house  with  which  he  was  connected  had 
had  its  license  supei^seded. 

In  an  obscure  comer  of  Abney-Park 
Cemetery,  an  unpretending  but  carefully- 
tended  grave,  lavishly  decorated  with  bright 
flowers,  catches  the  eye.  At  no  distant 
interval,  a  private  equipage,  occupied  by  a 
sister  of  mercy,  stops  at  the  gates ;  the 
visitant  descends,  and  exchanges  a  faded  for 
a  fresh  garland  of  immortelles  The  head- 
stone is  of  white  Carrara  marble.  The  in- 
scription reads : — 
'  Qui  SI  KiPOSA  Carlo,  aspehando  Lorenzo.' 

Conchuled. 


ON  THE  INCREASE  OF  THE 
TIMBROMANIE. 
One  of  the  greatest  maxims  of  commerce  is, 
that  wherever  there  is  a  demand  there  will 
be  a  supply.  This  has  proved  true  in  a 
remarkable  degree  in  the  case  of  stamps. 
Two  years  ago,  the  risiug  taste  for  collecting 
these  little  labels  had  scarcely  a  purveyor : 
now,  not  only  London,  and  all  the  great  pro- 
vincial cities,  but  even  many  smaller  towns, 
such  as  Hull,  Dover,  Hartlepool,  and  Ipswich, 
contain  dealers — many  of  them,  doubtless, 
doing  a  good  trade  ;  and  month  by  month, 
the  number  of  addresses  presented  in  the 
Stamp  Collector's  Mafjaziiie  increases.  There 
is  probably  no  kind  of  timbre-posto  which 
may  not  bo  obtained  from  one  cr  other  of 
thcou  enterprising  tirnis. 


The  increased  competition  has  naturally 
induced  a  great  fall  in  the  prices.  The  few 
solitary  individuals  who  have  been  accu- 
mulating collections  for  many  years  and 
who  now  are  left  behind  by  the  general  rush, 
never  thought  of  troubling  themselves  about 
clean  copies,  but  were  quite  content  with 
such  as  came  to  them  and  their  friends  on 
letters.  Consequently,  obliterated  stamps 
remained  in  the  ascendant  among  the  earlier 
victims  of  the  present  mania  ;  and  the  oldest 
dealers'  lists  offer  little  else  to  the  purchaser. 
Moreover,  the  prices  affixed  to  the  different 
kinds  would  now  be  regarded  as  ridiculous, 
if  demanded  for  clean  specimens.  But  time 
passed  on;  friends,  collectors,  and  post- 
masters in  the  colonies  were  communicated 
with;  the  new  demand  brought  abundant 
supplies,  and  *  immaculates '  became  the 
rage.  These,  in  many  cases,  have  already 
reached  a  discount  of  seventy  or  eighty  per 
cent  on  the  prices  originally  asked  ;  and  the 
reduction  will  doubtless  continue  for  some 
time  longer.  Thus  the  beautiful  one-cent 
Nova  Scotia,  which  a  year  ago  fetched  a  shill- 
ing, may  now  be  had  for  a  penny;  and  the  cor- 
responding New  Brunswick,  for  which  the 
same  price  was  demanded,  though  it  had 
passed  through  the  post,  now  sells  for  a 
penny  when  clean. 

Stamp  collecting  does  not  yet  wane ;  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  remain, 
like  the  kindred  manias  for  accumulating 
coins  or  books,  as  a  permanent  institution 
in  the  land.  In  our  opinion,  the  present' 
possesses  several  advantages  over  these  two 
*  follies ' ;  for  the  comparative  cheapness 
and  small  bulk  of  its  objects,  and  the  ease 
with  which  they  may  be  obtained,  are  a  great 
recommendation.  Who  knows  but  that  we 
may  live  to  see  Stamp  Clubs,  similar  to  the 
Camden  and  Hakluyt  Societies,  got  up  to 
reprint  curious  and  obsolete  stamps  ? 

SECOND  CHAPTER  ON  UNITED 
STATES'   LOCAL  POSTAGE   STAMPS. 

BY  JAMES  LESLEY,  JUN.,  ESQ.,  UNITBD   STATES* 
VICE-CONSUL    AT    NICE. 

In  a  previous  article,  published  in  the  last 
number  of  the  magazine,  we  endeavoured  to 
give  a  brief  review  of  the  postal  legislation 
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of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  famish 
a  clearer  explanation  of  the  American  local 
stamps.     The  origin  of  the  private  postal 
companies,  as  has  been  shown,  may  be  traced 
directly  to  the  neglect  of  the  United  States* 
Post-Office  Department  to  provide  the  public 
with  the  proper  postal  facilities.     There  was 
felt,  in  all   the   larger  cities  and  towns,  a 
pressing  need   of  frequent  and  rapid   deli- 
Teries  of  letters  circulating  within  the  muni- 
cipal limits.      Though   in   cities   like   New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston,  the  govern- 
ment carriers  made  their  ttco  deliveries  a  day 
(one  in  the  morning,  and  the  other  in  the 
evening),    they  made  but  a  single   delivery 
per  day  in  the  vast  number  of  towns,  in  the 
proportion  of  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred. 
To  be  obliged  to  wait  for  the  delivery  of  a 
note  (requiring  immediate  attention)  either 
twelve  or  twenty-four  hours,  was  felt  to  be 
a  grave  imposition  on  the  pubhc  patience; 
and,  hence,  the   private   posts   became    an 
absolute  necessity. 

As  those  engaged  in  these  private  postal 
enterprises  were  obliged  to  compete  directly 
with  the  government  in  the  delivery  of 
drop-letters  (that  is,  letters  intended  for 
delivery  in  the  towns  where  posted),  they 
charged  lower  rates  for  transportation. 
These  rates,  as  has  been  already  noted,  were 
rarely  over  two  cents  (a  penny)  for  the 
single  letter. 

An  examination  of  Brown's  catalogue 
(fourth  edition)  gives  a  striking  confirma- 
tion of  this  fact.  The  264  varieties  of  local 
stamps,  noted  by  Mount  Brown,  may  be 
thus  classified  : — 

Without  any  designation  of  value : 

Of  the  value  of  1  cent :    

2  cents :  


114 
62. 
55 


Making  a  total  of  those  represent- 
ing values  of  2  cents  and  under :     231 

Of  the  remaining  33,  we  find  4  of  3  cents ; 
6  of  5  cents;  1  of  6  cents;  4  of  10  cents;  6  of 
*20  for  1  dollar; '  and  9  of  various  larger 
values,  issued  by  Wells,  Fargo,  &  Co.  Those 
m  the  above  classification  cited  as  '  without 
any  designation  of  value,'  were  all  of  the 
value  of  one  cent,  that  value  being  understood 
where  not  definitely  expressed. 


Most  of  the  local  stamps  of  higher  values 
than  two  cents,  were  issued  by  private  par- 
ties who  extended  the  sphere  of  their  opera- 
tions beyond  the  mere  transportation  and 
delivery  of  drop-letters.  Those  issued,  for 
instance,  by  the  American  Mail  Co., 
Brainerd  &  Co.,  Hale  &  Co.,  and  W. 
Wyman,  were  intended,  as  previously  ex- 
plained, to  prepay  postage  over  extensive 
government  post-routes;  as  between  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  New  York  and 
Albany,  New  York  and  Boston,  &c. 

The  following  were,  I  believe,  issued  very 
soon  after  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  Congress 
of  1847,  authorising  the  Post-OflBce  Depart- 
ment to  make  adhesive  labels,  and  when  the 
rates  fixed  by  law  were  for  a  single  letter 
\five  cents  under  3000  miles,*  and  '  te7i  cents 
over  '  that  distance  : — 

Neiv  York  Post- Office.  [Bust].  Large 
rect.  5  cents,  black  on  blue :  5  cents,  black 
on  white. 

Prov,  lidence'\  B.  L  [slaiid]  Post-Office. 
Black  imp.     Oblong.     5  cents. 

St.  Louis  Post-Office.  [Device  supported 
by  bears].     Black  imp.     Rect.     10  cents. 

Though  unwilling  to  undervalue  the 
authority  of  the  magazine  in  regard  to  these 
'  big-head '  stamps  of  New  York,  I  may  state 
that  there  is  a  strong  presumption  that  all 
of  the  above  stamps  were  issued  by  the 
government  postmasters  of  the  respective 
cities  in  anticipatimi  of  those  in  preparation 
by  the  Post-OflRce  Department.  This  much 
is,  however,  indisputable,  that  out  of  all  the 
local  stamps  of  which  we  have  any  account, 
these  are  the  only  ones  in  which  occurs  the 
name  of  a  regular  government  post-office 
with  the  name  of  the  city  attached ;  and  it 
is  equally  clear  that  their  values  (5  and  10 
cents)  were  too  high  for  use  upon  drop- 
letters.  They  cauld  have  served,  however, 
to  prepay  a  letter  in  the  States  east  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  (the  fixed  rate  for  which 
was  five  cents),  or  from  these  States  to  Cali- 
fornia, or  the  Pacific  coast  (the  rate  for 
which  was  10  cents).  It  seems  scarcely 
probable  that  any  private  individual  would 
venture  on  so  bold  a  proceeding  as  to  usur[) 
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directly  the  name  of  a  government  office.  It 
is  Htill  mure  unlikely  that  private  individuale 
could  issue  stamps  which  should  pnae  un- 
cliullciigcd  throug-h  the  government  mails, 
aiid  be  considered  as  the  evidence  of  pre- 
imyment.  Of  the  latter  feet,  so  far  as  it 
applies  to  the  New  York  stamps  in  question, 
I  can  vouch  from  my  own  knowledge.  It 
will  be  observed,  also,  that  in  the  case  of 
these  New-York  stamps,  the  style  of  engra- 
viug  difiers  from  that  in  all  other  local 
stamps,  being  of  a  much  higher  order  of  art. 
It  would  seem  to  have  been  done  by  the 
same  bauk-nut«  engravers  who  executed  the 
plates  fur  the  government  postage  stamps. 
Whether  the  original  plate  for  the  '  big- 
heads,'  after  having  served  its  temporary 
government  purpose,  subsequeutlj  fell  into 
the  hands  of  private  parties,  and  was  thus 
used  again,  I  am  unable  to  state. 

Besides  the  stamps  just  noted,  of  which 
the  values  exceeded  five  cents,  we  have  alec 
to  notice  those  issued  by  the  following ; — 

Metnijiulitan  Erranil  itud  Carrier  Ej^-bss 
Cu. :  Itiro  stamps  of  each  of  the  values  of  5 
cents,  10  cents,  and  20  cents. 

■W13Sr.A.3SrS'  Winun's       Cltij 

Pust :  [cnrions  de- 
^|)  vice  of  the  bomb 
0  W'tl"  wings]  miv 
Jj'  stamp  of  each  of 
^  the  values  6,  10, 
H  and  20  cents. 

Wamrick'n      Ci'tij 
Itegpatch  Post :  one 
stamp  of  the  value  of  6  cents. 

Well',  Fitrrjo,  lV  f". :  nine  stamps  of  vari- 
ous values  from  10  cents  to  4  dollars  each. 

In  reference  to  the  Metropolitan  Ei'rand 
and  Carrier  Express  Co.,  it  may  l>c  stated 
that  this  is  a  regularly-chartered  corpora- 
tion, created  by  the  Legrnlature  of  the  Stat« 
of  New  York.  By  the  terms  of  its  cliarter, 
it  is  authorized  to  carry  small  parcels  within 
the  limits  of  the  city  of  New  York.  The 
stflmps  of  lower  or  higher  values  are  used  to 
prepay  the  carrii^e  of  smaller  or  larger 
parcels  over  shorter  or  longer  routes.  A 
similar  explanation  will  hold  good  of  the 
higher-value  stampa  of  Winaus  and  of  War- 
wick, and  of  the  very  recent  issues  of 
Uussey's    [device   of  galloping   hoi-se],  de- 


scribed in  the  last  number  of 

of  the  several  values  of  5,  10,  16,  and  25 

cents. 

The  explanation  of  those  issued  by  Wells, 
Fargo,  &  Co.  is  to  be  found  in  the  neceasity 
which  arose  for  the  transportation  of  a 
speedy  mail  oi-er-laiid  to  California  and 
Oregon.  It  was  believed,  before  the  line 
was  commenced,  that  a  saving  in  time  of 
five  or  six  days  would  be  effected  over  the 
long  sea-route  of  7000  mites  by  way  of  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama.  In  the  absence  of 
legislative  authority  to  the  Post-Office  De- 
partment to  undertake  the  matter,  private 
enterprise  was  ready  to  engage  in  the  peril- 
ous enterprise.  Considering  the  great  risks 
run  in  a  large  section  of  the  country  full  of 
unfriendly  savages;  taking  into  account  the 
large  expenditure  necessary  to  provide  for 
the  transportation  of  letters  over  so  long  a 
route ;  and  bearing  in  mind  the  actual 
saving  in  time ;  it  must  be  admitted  that 
the  rates  charged  by  Wells,  Fargo,  &  Co. 
were  by  no  means  excessive.  When  they 
commenced  their  undertaking,  the  telegraph 
had  not  yet  bound  together  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  coasts.  At  first,  they  ran  their 
stages  twice  a  month.  There  is  now  a  daiiy 
United  Stafes"  mail  over  the  line,  which  is 
the  longest  stage-route  in  the  world.  In 
fact,  it  is  actually  two  thousand  and  forty- 
five  miles  long,  extending  from  Folsom, 
Mo.,  to  Denver  City,  California,  There  are 
employed  upon  it  over  two  hundred  stages 
and  over  six  hundred  horses.  The  line  in 
owned  by  three  companies,  who  work  in 
harmonj',  viz, :- From  Folsom  to  Salt  Lake 
City  (the  capital  of  Utah  and  seat  of  the 
Mormon  fanaticism),  6K6  miles,  there  are 
Iw  companies,  the  Pioneer  Stage  Co.,  which 
is  the  private  nropeity  of  Jjoaia  McLane, 
Esq,  (formerly  if.  S.  Minister  at  St.  James's), 
and  the  other  by  Wells,  Fargo,  &  Co.  The 
remainder  of  the  route,  including  the  Den- 
ver City  branch,  is  135?  miles  long,  and  is 
owned  by  B,  Hollidny,  Esq,,  of  New  York. 

STAMPS  NEWLY  ISSUED,  OR  FIBST 
DESCRIBED. 

Ak  might  he  expected  towards  the  close  of 
the  year,  an  entire  dearth  of  nuveltios  is  the 
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oaly  annoancement  offered  our  readers  in 

the    present    nnmber.      Under    euch    cir- 

CTUDstaDcea,    we     cannot    do    better    than 

recapitnlate   the    Bpecimens, 

old  and  new,  first'  described    [| 

in  this  magazine  dnring  the    K 

eleven  monthfl   it   has  been    ■ 

before  the  poblic.     Of  one  of  E 

the  most  remarkable  of  these    ■ 

—the  Java,  or  Dutch  East-    I 

Indian  stamp — we   give   an    B 

engmving. 

We  &nd  we  have  described,  either  under 
the  above  heading,  or  in  our  addenda  to 
Mr.  Uoust  Brown's  catalogue,  nearly  three 
hnndred  new  or  nunoticed  individuals,  of 
which  twenty-aix  have  been  engraved  in  this 
magazine.  It  ninst  be  owned,  however,  that 
many  of  them, — some  of  the  Hamburg  Boten, 
tbrinstance,  the  forgeries  of  the  local  Berlins, 
and  the  Mexican  mail  stamps— are  more 
than  doubtful. 

More  than  fifty  will  be  fonnd  to  be  easays, 
either  offered  bona  fide  for  adoption,  as  the 
French  laisser  fioller,  Pellas's  Italians,  Ac,  or 
apparently  printed  off  for  sale,  as  those  of 
Coba  and  the  United  States.  Besides  the 
English  essays  noticed  by  ourselves,  are  to 
he  added  those  described  in  the  valuable 
paper  by  Dr.  Gisy,  in  the  fourth  number  of 
the  magazine. 

Notwithstanding  these  deductions,  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  accredited  postage 
stamps,  issued  since  the  Ist  of  January  in 
the  present  year,  swell  the  number  already 
known  to  collectors.  Of  these,  Europe  alone 
contributes  eighty -two ;  among  which  figure 
Tnrkey's  first  emissions,  and  an  entire  new 
scries  for  Austria,  Saxony,  Lubeck,  and  Italy. 
Our  eastern  colony  of  Kong  Kong  gives  ten 
iudividuals,  and  the  West  Indies  also  furnish 

I  We  add  an  engraving  of 
the  new  threepenny  stamp 
of  Jamaica,  green. 
New  issues  are  expected, 
both  from  the  continent  of 
Europe  and  South  America, 
on  New-Year's  Day, 

To  the  best  of  our  belief, 
it  lias  never  bees  remarked  that  the  disused 
irejoil  for  the  town  of  Hanover  was  not  only 


employed  for  envelopes,  but  sold  in  sheets, 
like  other  postage  stamps,  aa  an  adhesive. 
It,  therefore,  rightly  claims  a  place  both  in 
albums  and  catalogues  under  each  head. 

We  are  just  in  time  to  note  a  new  3  pfen- 
nige  for  Hanover.  The  design  is  similar  to 
the  one  superseded ;  but  the  inscription 
reads  three-leiUht  in  lieu  of  one-third  of  a 
silber-groschen.  The  colour  is  not  yet  fixed, 
but  the  essays  are  green.  It  ia  proposed  to 
be  issued  on  New- Year's  Day. 

A  correspondent  has  just  favoured  as  also 
with  the  information  of  the  arrival  of  a  new 
type  of  fourpenny  from  Victoria. 


RETURNED  LETTERS. 
About  two  millions  of  letters  are  returned  to 
their  writers  every  year,  owing  to  failure  in 
the  attempt  to  deliver  them  to  the  persons 
addressed.  It  is  calculated  that  some  ten 
thousand  letters  per  annum  are  posted  with- 
out any  address  at  all,  and  more  than  a 
million  and  a  half  are  improperly  or  imper- 
fectly directed.  This  may  be  attributed 
partly  to  the'fact  that  many  streets  are  not 
numbered ;  mauy  others  are  distinguished 
by  the  names  Great,  Little,  Upper,  Lower, 
New,  Old,  East,  West,  &c.,  all  dreadfully 
puzzling  to  the  carriers,  especially  as,  if  our 

friend  lives  in  West  street,  we  are 

almost  certain  to  address  our  letter  to  Elaat 
street.  There  are  in  London  some- 
where about  fifty  King  and  Queen  streets, 
sixty  John  streets,  sixty  William  streets,  and 
forty  New  streets.  The  irregularities  and 
eccentricities  in  the  numbers  of  streets  is 
a  great  difficulty.  A  postman  was  once 
astonished  to  see  a  brass  plate  with  the 
number  95  between  two  houses  numbered 
respectively  15  and  16.  In  answer  to  his 
inquiry,  the  old  lady  who  tenanted  Ihc 
honse  said  that  the  number  had  belonged  to 
her  former  residence,  and  thinking  it  a  pity 
that  it  should  be  thrown  away,  she  had 
transferred  it  to  her  now  home,  supposing 
tliat  it  would  do  as  well  as  any  other  num- 
ber !  Nearly  four  thousand  letters  have 
sometimes  arrived  in  one  day  at  St.  Martiu's- 
!e-Grand  with  no  other  address  than  'Lon- 
don,' most  of  them  being  intended  for  small 
shopkeepers  whose  advertisements  have  led 
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conntiy  customers  to  nnderstand  that  they 
must  be  so  well  known  in  the  metropolis  as 
to  need  no  faller  address.  In  most  cases, 
howevef,  the  difficulty  of  delivering  a  letter 
arises  solely  from  the  carelessness  of  the 
writer ;  and  we  quite  agree  with  the  Post- 
master-General, that  as  the  time  of  the 
department  is  the  property  of  the  country, 
the  amount  of  pains  expended  over  mis- 
directed or  imperfectly-addressed  letters 
ought  not  to  be  given  without  some  addi- 
tional charge. — LoTidon  Qiiarterli/  Review, 

ON  IMPROVEMENTS  IN   STAMPS. 

Perhaps  the  most  tangible  benefit  likely  to 
accrue  from  the  present  timbromanie,  is  an 
improvement  in  the  design  of  future  stamps. 
Many  countries  have  yet  to  issue  this  kind  of 
currency;  for  the  names  of  Iceland,  Gib- 
raltar, Lagos,  Bolivia,  Tobago,  St.  Kitt's, 
and  some  other  states  and  colonies,  do  not 
appear  in  our  albums.  Stamps  are  certain- 
ly susceptible  of  much  improvement;  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  forthconjing  varieties 
will  be  alike  free  from  the  repulsive  appear- 
ance of  the  Victorians  and  the  indistinctness 
of  the  old  Natals.  The  points  which  should 
be  borne  in  mind  in  the  preparation  of  new 
designs  may  be  stated  as  follows : — 

1.  Clearness  and  beauty  of  engraving. 

2.  Convenient  shape  and  size. 

3.  Distinctness  of  different  values. 

Of  course  an  appropriate  emblem  for  the 
centre  of  the  stamp  is  the  first  consideration. 
While  a  crest,  like  the  Germanic  eagles 
(Prussia,  Austria,  Lubeck,  &c.),  possesses  one 
considerable  advantage  over  the  sovereign's 
portrait,  viz.,  the  non-necessity  of  change, 
the  greater  elegance  of  the  latter  may  over- 
balance this.  We  object  to  the  female  figures 
on  the  Swiss,  Nevis,  Cape,  and  13arbadoes 
stamps,  as  being  uninteresting  and  meaning- 
less ;  and  think  the  profile,  or  coat  of  arms, 
superior  even  to  those  designs  which  do  con- 
vey a  meaning ; — as  the  rising  sun  of  Monte 
Video,  the  swan  from  Western  Australia,  and 
the  ship  from  British  Guiana ;  though  the 
remarkably  apposite  motto,  for  a  colony, 
which  surrounds  the  latter  ('  We  give,  and 
ask  in  turn '),  is  some  recommendation  to  it. 
A  clear,  bold,  escutcheon,  like  those  on  the 


earlier  Spanish,  is  certainly  preferable  to  an 
indistinct  jumble,  which  the  old  NeapoUtans 
are ;  or  an  encumbered  one,  which  the  first 
Nova  Scotian  issue  presents.  We  likewise 
prefer  a  head  which  fills  up  most  of  the 
room,  and  is  large  enough  to  be  easily  seen, 
to  a  microscopic  one. 

The  rectangular  shape  is  vastly  preferable 
to  the  triangular  one ;  for  thongh  the  Cape 
stamps  are  curious  in  an  album,  they  are 
awkward  thino:s  to  arrano^e  on  a  letter. 
Perhaps  our  own  stamps  may  be  taken  as  a 
model  for  size.  They  are  cei'tainly  better 
than  such  large  ones  as  the  sixpenny  and 
shilling  New  South  Wales,  of  which  a  very 
few  will  cover  a  letter;  or  the  little  Mecklen- 
burgs,  which  are  liable  to  be  overlooked. 

We  now  come  to  the  third  and  most  prac- 
tically important  consideration, — distinctness 
from  the  other  values.  Every  instant  of  time 
being  of  importance  to  the  post-office  officials, 
it  is  necessary  to  lessen  as  much  as  possible 
the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  the  different 
labels.  With  this  point  in  view,  we  presume 
the  stamps  of  most  of  the  German  stat^ 
have  been  made  to  correspond  in  colour ;  so 
that  the  stamps  of  Prussia,  Lubeck,  Olden- 
burg, Saxony,  Hanover,  Thurn  and  Taxis,  and 
Austria,  worth  nearest  an  English  penny,  are 
now  red ;  those  worth  twopence,  blue ;  and 
those  worth  threepence,  brown  or  yellow.  It 
is  in  this  point  of  view  also  that  a  bold  number, 
as  a  central  point,  is  useful ;  and  it  has  been 
ado[)ted  by  Brazil,  Hamburg,  &c.  The  varia- 
tion of  size,  according  to  value,  which  we  see 
in  the  Bergedorf,  is  a  very  ingenious  idea. 
Embossed  designs  are,  we  think,  objection- 
able, from  their  want  of  clearness.  For  a  set 
of  six  stamps,  the  following  are  a  distinctive 
set  of  colours :  black,  red,  blue,  gold,  dark 
brown,  and  orange.  Green  and  blue  can 
scarcely  be  distinguished  by  candlelight. 

A  STRANGE  'CHANGE. 

One  sunny  noon,  with  anxious  face. 

Round  and  round  the  'Change  I  pace, 

Witli  stocks  and  shai-es  8o  full  my  head : 

*  Sell  out,'  I  thought — for  I  had  dread 

Of  strife  upon  the  Yankee  land, 

"Wljere  Muniraon  sways  with  heavy  hand. 

I  did  so,  and  I  left  that  'Change, 

And  then  towards  Birchin  Lane  I  range^ 

A  snot  where  small  fry  much  resort, 

And  Carry  on  a  curious  s^tort. 
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I  took  a  glass  of  Bass's  pale, 
To  drown  the  stocks  in  sparkling  ale, 
Then,  slowly  wending  on  my  way, 
To  seek  a  spot  to  pass  the  day, 
Athwart  the  bustling  crowd  I  broke, 
When  in  my  ribs  1  got  a  poke. 
"With  rising  choler  now  I  turn, 
The  object  of  the  blow  to  learn. 
A  group  of  British  youth  is  there, 
And  fix>m  their  language  this  I  hear : 

*  Who'll  give  a  Turkey  for  a  Pole  ? 
You  see  toe  envelope's  quite  whole.* 

*  I'll  take  a  Swedish  for  a  Cape  : ' 

*  If  I'm  a  monkey,  you're  an  ape.' 

*  A  Pole's  worth  more  than  any  Russian.' 

*  One  old  Dane's  worth  a  set  of  Prussian.' 

*  I  want  a  Sandwich  for  a  bear : ' 

*  Why,  that  is  not  one  half  as  rare.' 
This  outcry  made  me  turn  my  head. 
And  thus  in  wonderment  I  suid : 

*  Bovs,  what  on  earth  is  all  this  row  } 

*  Wfiat's  up  ?     What  is  it }    Tell  me  now : 
'  And  why  those  signs  upon  your  books ; 

*  And  why  those  eager,  anxious  looks  ? 

*  Such  troubles  youthful  minds  derange  ; 
*'Ti8  I  should  vex — a  man  on  'Change.' 
I  spoke,  and  taking  from  the  hand 

Of  one,  the  foremost  of  the  baud, 

A  book  bedeck'd  with  many  a  sign, 

Dazzling  with  all  bright  colours  fine, 

In  squares  and  rounds,  in  stnnige  device 

(Near  every  sign  was  mark'd  ils  price) ; 

'This,  Pha'bus  bears,  in  noonday  glare ; 

And  that,  our  Queen  upon  a  chuit  : 

A  bear  climbs  up  a  leafless  tree : 

A  steamer  ploughs  across  the  sea : 

A  beaver ;  then  a  railroad  train — 

The  poitrait  of  a  queen  again  : 

Black  eagles'  heads — spread,  double,  single, 

With  other  strange  devices  mingle ; 

A  lion  with  a  shield  and  crown  : 

1  he  view  of  a  far-distant  town  : 

Heads  of  both  sexes,  wreath' d  and  crown'd. 

With  eyes  amazed,  I  stared  all  round ; 

When,  sudden,  a  grufl'  voice  is  heard, 

Tliat  all  the  thronging  bevy  stirr'd  : 

1  tum'd,  and  ti.x'd  my  eyes  upon 

A  bobby  I  cr>ing — '  Stamps,  move  on.' 

SYDNEY  J.  EISENBERG. 


ADDENDA  TO  MOUNT    BROWN'S 
CATALOGUE   OF   POSTAGE  STAMPS, 

COMPRISING  NOTES,  ADDITIONS,  AND  EMENDATIONS, 
BY  C.  W.  VINER,  A.M.,  PH.D. 

Dnupcla. 

The  first  series  of  Venezuelan  stamps  are 
not  on  blue,  but  on  very  slightly  toned 
paper.  Independently  of  this,  they  may  be 
itiadily  distinguished  by  a  difierenee  in 
colour.  The  j  real  of  the  former  issue  is 
gamboge ;  the  1  real,  a  dull  blue ;  and  the  2 
reales,  red.  The  respective  colours  of  the 
1860  series  are  orange,  deep  blue,  and  lake. 


Witim. 


Two  impressions  only  of  the  old  Melbourne 
twopenny  stamp  are  noted  in  catalogues; 
but  we  have  four  perfectly  distinct  speci- 
mens in  our  own  collection.  In  two  of 
them  the  background  is  entirely  filled  in; 
in  the  other  two,  above  the  arms  of  the 
throne  it  is  white.  Of  the  latter  pair,  one 
may  be  easily  distinguished  from  the  other, 
by  noting  that  the  steps  of  the  throne  are 
smaller,  and  the  letters,  as  also  the  space  for 
them,  larger.  Moreover,  being  block-printed, 
the  background  is  simply  a  blotch  of  colour. 
The  variations  of  the  other  pair  are  not  so 
marked:  the  difierenee,  still,  on  inspection 
is  unmistakeable ;  one  of  them  being  much 
more  coarsely  engraved  than  the  other, 
which  is  a  decided  brown.  The  three  first 
mentioned  are  more  or  less  dull  shades  of 
mauve. 

The  threepenny  half-length  figure  of  the 
Queen  is  printed  in  light  and  deep  blue ; 
and  the  one  penny  cinnamon,  when  clean 
and  unfaded,  is  vermilion. 

We  fear  the  penny  black,  similar  to  the 
green  of  the  late,  and  the  penny  chocolate  of 
the  present  issue,  will  turn  out  to  be  Colombo 
varieties.  The  fourpenny  dark  red  of  the 
same  issue  is  a  rich  vermilion  when  clean. 

The  very  rare  sixpenny  with  small  letters, 
and  the  one  like  the  two-shilling  stamp,  are 
both  deep  orange,  not  yellow,  when  fresh. 
The  threepenny  of  the  present  issue  varies 
from  a  very  light  to  a  dark  shade  of  blue. 
It  is  singular  that  the  multifarious  changes 
of  the  Victoria  stamps  have  never  favoured 
our  albums  with  something  superseding  the 
old  barbaric  octagonal  shiUing. 

Wtsitxw  Jlttstralia, 

There  are  two  perfectly  distinct  colours 
of  the  old  oval  shilling.  One  is  a  yellowish, 
the  other  a  chocolate  brown.  The  one 
penny  of  1861  was  a  brownish  pink.  The 
penny  of  the  present  year 
is  a  very  red  pink.  It  is 
difficult  to  name  the  colours 
of  the  Swan  River  stamps. 
The  sixpenny  of  1861  varies 
from  chocolate  to  violet- 
brown  ;     the    sixpenny    in 
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actaftl  nse  is  in  diflerent  shades  of  violet,  and 
the  twopenny  varies  from  light  to  dark 
bine. 

Of  the  rose-coloured  fonrpenny  one  uingle 
sheet  only  was  ever  printed,  containing  240 
impressione.  This  was  sent  ont  to  the 
colony  from  London  as  a  sample,  but  for 
some  reason  not  approved  of,  and  a  second 
sheet  never  called  for. 

The  stamps  pierced  with  a  ronnd  hole, 
explained  by  a  correspondent  in  the  last 
number  of  this  magazine  as  being  supplied 
to  the  convict  establishment  of  the  colony 
for  the  purpose  of  identification,  may  be  with 
propriety  included  in  collections  as  varieties, 
under  the  designation  of  'convict  stamps.' 


The  one  krenzer  of  the  first  series  of  this 
country  is  buff,  not  white.  A  white  9  kr.  ia 
seen  in  collections,  but  generally  believed  to 
bo  simply  a  faded  pink.  The  1  kr.  and  the 
0  kr.  of  the  second  issne  may  each  claim  to 
form  two  distinct  varieties ;  the  former  is 
printed  in  two  different  shades  of  brown, 
and  the  latter  in  carmine-    ^  « 

red   and    in   rose- madder.    G  K 

The  3  kr..  6  kr.,  and  18  kr.    |  | 

are    also    in    lighter    and    ||  | 

darker  shades  of  their  re-    l|  31 

spective    colours.        It    is    |  9 

possible    there   were    two   U  11 

distinct  issues  of  this  se- 
ries.    We  believe  the  new  blue  6  kr.   is  not 
.  yet  ont. 


REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 


Album  de  Tlmhrea-Poste,  illu»tf6  iet 

dee  pritu:i'ji(iiM;  Blalgdn  Globe,  om^decinq 
cartas  fii'  njrapliiijtms,  el  clnssS  par  onlre 
alphihi'liipie  da  cliaqite  jiarlle  (hi  Monde, 
par    J.    B.    MoENs.       Brussels  :    J.  B. 
Moens. 
This  pnblication,   emanating  from  a  com- 
mercial dealer  of  such  long  standing  and 
eipcrience  as   M.   Moens,  ought  to  be — and 
as  far  as  we  have  bad  an  opportunity  of 
judging,  from  a  comparatively   cursory  ex. 
araination,  is — as  near  perfection  as  could  be 


a  work  on  what  may  almost 
DC  considered  entitled  to  the  dignity  of  ■ 
science. 

The  coUection  of  post^e  stamps  can 
scarcely,  however,  claim  that  appellation, 
until  some  distinct  rales  are  recognised  wit^ 
reference  to  what  individuals  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted, and  what  excluded  from  our  albums. 
M.  Moens,  we  observe,  excludes  all  essays; 
even  the  reehfrehe  abortion  of  O'Counell,  the 
numerous  varieties  of  the  French  republic, 
the  curious  emanations  of  Paraguay,  and  tiie 
beautiful  designs  for  Italy.  En  revaiiclie 
he  includes  the  emissions  of  Smith  &  Elder 
and  the  ISritialt-Wurkiitan  series, — quoting  a 
threepenny  and  sixpenny  of  the  former,  and 
some  of  the  latter  wliich  were  never  issued. 
A  page  also  ia — as  we  opine,  quite  unneces- 
sarily— devoted  to  the  different  impressions 
of  the  New  Caledonian  stamps,  other  than 
forged  specimens  of  which  it  is  hopeless  to 
attempt  procnring. 

The  work  under  review  is  extremely  well 
and  carefully  printed,  and  does  great  credit 
to  the  skill  and  accuracy  of  the  continental 
printers.  Such  trifling  inaccnraciea  M 
shelling,  for  shilling,  in  one  instance,  would 
not  be  worth  noting,  except  for  the  sake  of 
mentioning  that  nothing  of  more  account  is 
to  be  animadverted  on. 

Although  acknowledging  varieties  on  white 
and  tinted  paper,  we  see  the  publisher  ignores 
light  and  dark  shades  of  the  same  colour,  but 
there  is  plenty  of  room  in  every  page  for 
such  additions,  according  to  the  taste  of  the 
collector.  A  space  is  marked  out  for  such 
stamps  as  M.  Moens  himself  would  admit, 
such  spac36  being  marked  with  the  designa- 
tion of  the  stamp  it  represents,  so  that  all 
desiderata  are  readily  ascertained.  At  the 
end  of  each  division,  moreover,  are  several 


blank 


future  emissions,  either  of 
countries  making  a  wholesale 

change,  as  Vuuetia — 


which 


we  engrave  a  apecmien  — or 
of  those  which  (wherever 
they  are  to  be  found)  have 
not  yet  made  an  issue. 

The  publication  contains 
the  five  recognised  divisions 
(no  longer  quarters)  of  the  world,  vin., 
Euro]>e,  Asia,  Africa,  America,  and  Oceania. 
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There  sre  appended  very  good  maps  of  these 
several  divisions,  and,  moreover,  a  plani- 
sphere of  the  world,  on  which  most  of  the 
conntries,  large  or  small,  using  ]K)stage 
stamps  are  designated.  We  miss  Antigna, 
St.  Thomas,  and  Martinique  or  Algeria 
only.  We  admire  the  improvement  over 
other  albums  of  a  similar  nature,  in  allowing 
snificient  space  for  a  good  margin  in  the 
squares,  or  rather  rectangles,  intended  for 
the  reception  of  the  envelope  stamps. 

There  is  no  attempt,  by  means  of  colour 
or  complicated  designs,  to  distract  the  eye 
from  the  legitimate  occupant-s  of  the  leaves, 
which  of  themselves  are  quite  sufficient  to 
supply  all  requisite  ornamentation.  A  hand- 
some black  bordering  bounds  each  page,  and 
almost  every  country  is  headed  by  its  armo- 
rial bearings,  printed  in  black,  according  to 
heraldic  rule.  Some  of  the  devices — which 
weneverreraembermeeting  with  previously — 
as  those  of  Hong  Kong,  Cuba,  our  Australian 
possessions,  and  some  of  the  South  American 
conntries — adopted  as  their  distinguishing 
emblems — are  highly  singular  and  poetical. 
We  cannot  imagine  why  the  bull  of  the 
Danubian  Principalities,  the  ship  of  British 
Gaiana,  and  the  elegant  design  of  the  New- 
foundland stamps,  do  not  figure  as  headings 
in  their  respective  pLoces.  We  would  also 
have  suggested  the  insertion  of  the  arms  of 
oar  Indian  Emj)ire. 

We  beg  to  conclude  by  conscientiously 
recommending  this  album  to  the  notice  and 
approval  of  the  numerous  stamp  collectors 
both  of  England  and  the  Continent. 

Guide-Manuel  du  CoUedhnneur  de  TlmhreS' 
IMste.     Paris  :  Mah6  et  Cie. 

This  is  the  completest  list  of  the  different 
varieties  of  postage  stamps  we  have  ever 
wen,  including  as  it  does  the  various  shades 
and  tints  of  paper  in  which,  or  on  which,  the 
objects  at  present  interesting  our  readers  are 
printed.  As  such,  it  is  well  y^  orth  procuring ; 
but  as  a  price  list,  like  one  we  lately  took 
occasion  to  notice,  it  is  perfectly  worthless,  the 
compiler  pntting  an  ad  libitum  value  to  every 
stamp,  whether  in  his  stock  or  not,  trusting 
to  chance  for  obtaining  it  at  any  future 
period.  We  wrote  ourselves  for  more  than 
eighty  of  the  catalogued  and  price-marked 


specimens,  but  not  one  was  forthcoming. 
When  we  adduce  the  tenpenny  Van  Diemen's  - 
Land,  of  which  one  specimen  only  has  ever 
been  brought  into  notice,  as  marked  at  three 
francs,  we  think  we  have  said  enough  to 
prove  the  truth  of  our  animadversions.  We 
may  here  take  occasion  to  mention  that  we 
lately  received  a  communication  from  the 
postmaster  of  Hobart  Town,  to  the  effect 
that  there  did  not  exist,  nor  ever  had  existed, 
a  stamp  in  that  colony  to  the  value  of  ten- 
pence.  This  statement  must,  nevertheless, 
be  received  with  considerable  latitude  of 
credence,  as  our  readers  may  remember  our 
remarking  many  months  since,  that  the  head 
postal  officials  of  Paris,  on  our  presenting  a 
10  centimes  k  percevoir  as  a  pattern,  re- 
questing to  be  supplied  with  some  of  the 
same,  declared  it  could  not  be  a  French 
stamp,  as  they  had  never  heard  of  it ;  and 
that  on  inquiring,  at  the  head  branch-office 
in  London,  for  our  higher-priced  enve- 
lopes, we  were  positively  assured  that  no 
values  had  ever  been  issued  in  England  as 
envelopes,  except  for  one  penny  and  two- 
pence  respectively! 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

TUE  BAHAMAS  STAMP— YAMS  verms  SHELLS. 
To  the  Editor  of  tke  *  Stamp  Collectob's  Maoazinb.' 

Sir, — There  seems  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  what  is 
represented  on  the  right  side  of  the  penny  Bahamas 
stamp ;  and  whilst  in  a  former  number  of  the  magazine 
it  is  supposed  to  be  some  tropical  fruit,  in  that  for  the 
present  month  (November)  it  is  called  a  shell,— certainly 
a  most  unmeanuig  emblem,  Now,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
it  represents  yams — the  esculent  root  of  the  Dioacorca 
saiiva — an  important  article  of  food  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  there  usea  as  a  substitute  for  the  potato,  uarticularly 
by  the  negro  population.  As  colonial  produce  in  the 
shape  of  the  pine  apple  is  introduced  on  the  one  side,  it 
seems  paiticularly  appropriate  to  select  for  the  other  an 
article  so  largely  cultivated  for  native  consumption.  I 
merely  tlirow  out  these  remarks  by  way  of  sugg^tiou ; 
wiser  heads  than  mine  can  compare  the  stamp  x^ith  the 
ugly  and  distorted  tubers  occasionally  sold  in  our  Italian 
fruit  shops  under  the  name  of  *  yams,'  and  then  decide 
whether  I  am  right  or  wrong. 

Chfion.  FENTONU. 

[The  emblem  in  question  is  unmistakeably  a  shell,  of 
the  genus  strombus  of  Linmeus.  The  likeness  is  not 
faithful — even  worse  in  the  new  shilling  than  in  the 
penny; — but  one  of  the  well-known  helmet-shells,  the 
eaasides  of  modem  conchologists,  is  evidently  intended  to 
be  portrayed.  These  are  exported  largely  from  South 
Araeric^i  and  the  West  Indict,  especially  the  Bahamas,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  cut  up  into  cameos. — Ed.] 
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SLGGESTIOXS  FOR  A  NEW  STAMP  ALBUM. 
Tt  tke  Hdilnr  of  Uie  'Stakp  Collectoe's  UAOiUiim.' 

Sir,— Allow  mr,  thmu^h  the  mediuiu  of  your  dow 
prettj'-geiiWTillv  rirculntpd  puhlicittion.  to  mention  more 
pulilifly  thot  which  I  hiive  naniod  in  pnvnte, — the  norcs- 
Bilj-  wliich  u  piidpntly  eiisla  tor  ■  nen-  issue  of  R  stamp 
album.  The  best — as  it  ij  the  most  attractive— already 
livfTitntliF  public  LI  that  of  M.  Lallicr;*  but  how  sadly 
aoficient  it  is  m  very  many  of  its  parts ;  nor  do  vp  need 
one  of  ijuitc  so  expmiiive  a  charoctw,  thoufch  I  murt 
luBintaia  that  such  tollittions  as  have  bepn  made  denmml, 
B»  thpy  desiTi-e,  a  hundsome  volume.  I  would  have  the 
book  of  n  different  «hape,  more  square ;  the  paper  of  the 
name  subslanre,  but  ruled  ooiv  with  dingle  lines,  and  not 
iiiiy  prinlrtl  (leMriptinn ;  the  left-hand  pages  being  hfft 
blank  tor  remarks  of  the  rolleetor,  or  otherwise.  1  would 
also  have  the  »[>are»  all  square,  tliat  is,  not  cut  to  anv 
outline  that  the  stainiw  might  bear.  This  would  con^ 
rideraWy  lessen  the  expense  of  |)reparinK  tiic  Btones  for 

Erintiug.  These  sugsestlnns  are  as  to  Ihc  general  out- 
ne.  But  it  would  be  necessarj-  to  have  the  spaces 
adapted  to  the  sixes  of  the  stamps  to  be  rercived,  rare 
being  taken  that  Ihey  were  lai^  enough.  This  could  be 
done  only  by  one  familiar  with  our  largest  collections, 
and  by  rommunieation  with  the  various  vell-knowD  eol- 
lectora,  few,  if  any,  of  wham  wouhl,  I  diould  think, 
decline  to  give  any  infoniiation  asked  for ;  whilst  your 
naptr  would,  I  trust,  be  opifl  lo  sugKestions  from  any 
desiroas  to  make  them.  1  fed  it  also  deiurabte  that  only 
in  veij'  few  cases  the  stamps  of  more  than  one  uountry  nr 
ixland  should  be  plaenl-ou  any  one  page;  and  in  every 
instance  I  would  leave  room  under  the  spaces  for  the 
introduutioD  of  stamps  of  same  value  which  varied  in 
their  colour;  as  some  collectors  introduce  into  their  col- 
lections everj-  shade,  however  trifling  it  may  be.  The 
date  of  issue  it  would,  perhaps,  be  well  to  place  above 
each  B|Hice  [irepared  for  the  stamps  of  each  year  in  which 
they  were  uisueil ;  but  if  the  catalogue  of  Mr.  Mount 
Brown  was  made  the  basis  of  amngemenl,  that  addition 
lui^'ht  be  deemed  unnecessarj-.  I  make  these  suegestiona 
as  Ihe  opening  of  a  subject,  but  in  the  hope  that  tbey 
may  load  lo  our  having,  ere  long,  a  volume  adequate  to 
the  wunta  of  those  who,  like  j-our  now  correspondent,  are 
collectors  of  hundreds,  even  to  the  extent  of  nearly  two 
thousand.  I  am,  yours  truly, 

JfmM's  I>lf.  S.  N. 

•  [We  consider  Oppen's  album  fhr  laiieriar  to  Lallier's. 
We  believe  M.  Moens'  new  album,  which  ia  roriewcd  hi 
the  present  number,  will  be  publidied  with  the  neceasary 
alterations,  in  English. — En.] 

To  Ihe  Editor  of  the  'Stamp  CoLLlMrtoK's  Maoiizdje.' 
_  Sib, — Can  you  give  mo  any  advice  under  the  folio 
circumstances  !     A  person  some  lime  ago  wrolean 

for  a  quantity  of  stamps  on  iuspeetion  to  be 

'  Outruni,  Fm.,  flelvoir  I.odge,  Lvmington.'  The 
... .,  value  18s.  6j.,  were  sent ;  and  uJUcr  a  short  time, 
as  no  reply  was  received  by  me,  I  wrotu  again  to  the  per- 
son, requesting  an  answer ;  but  in  the  meantime  the 
siamp  hud  left  the  place,  and  my  letter  was  returned 
through  the  dead-letler  office.  1  think  such  conduct 
deserves  to  be  made  public. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

Liitalcr.  L.  UlVVlS. 

[We  have  also  recrived  ninilar  complaints  of  Ihe  dis- 

huumly  of  Mr.  Oulram  /roui  Mr.  li.    lleCirkiudulc,  of 

(iln^guw,  and  Mesais.  Slafl'grd  Smith  i:  Smith,  Ujih.— 

El..] 


he  following 


'A.  A.  Outruni, 


ANSWERS   TO  CORRESPOHDENTS. 

J.  W.  B. — The  stamps  j-ou  desrribe,  were  a  tempararr 
issue  for  British  Guian]i.  You  will  Knd  them  mentioned 
both  in  this  magaiine  and  in  Mount  Brown's  catalogue. 
CoLLBCTou,  Trin.  CaU.,  Cmb.— 
llie  provisional  St.  Helena  penny 
and  fonrpenny  stamps — of  the  former 
of  whieh  an  engraving  is  subJoiDed 
—  B-ill  moal  probably  be  shortly 
superseded  by  a  more  orthodox  issue- 


i/.« 


. ,  London. — We  beheve  in  Ihe  old  guten- 
groechen,  blue,  of  Hanover,  but  we  never  remember  seeiuK 
one  red. — -It  is  diHicull,  if  not  impossible,  lo  tix  a  value 
fluctuating  a  commodity  as  postage  BtamjiH. 


— Mr.  Lesle/s  inter- 


ili^ues  and  eollec- 
\US  are  not  aJmitled, 
the  French  republics  of  l»}8'ure  the  oldest  forcipi  stumps. 
Of  these,  the  moat  valuable  is  the  l-franc  vermilion. 

H.  J.,  St.  Mao-'-  College,  Harlow— On  the  2l«t  of 
May,  IS50,  a  law  was  passed  for  the  cmisaiou  of  a  50  0. 
French  stamp.     It  is  possible  the  specinieu  you  eucloae 


W.  Deadhan,  Windsor. — Tour  query  ii  replied  t 


A,  C.  T.,  Hadlov.— There  are  but  two  Antigua  stamps 
at  present  :  the  red  penny,  and  the  green  mipenny. 
The  stomp  you  mention  must  be  a  Prussian  bill  stamp. 

E.  W.  G.,  Sandhurst,  Torquay.- Yours  ia  an  Austrian 
bill  stamp. 

LAXnDA.  —  We  refer  to  our  advertiNDg  pagn  for 
the  names  of  dealers. — The  present  issue  of  ItaiuuiB  is 
often  seen  ou  linted  paper. — It  is  a  mooted  point  whether 
'  Ter-Majesly's-Service '  envelopes  are  admissible  in   i 

lection.     We  introduce  into  our  own  album  the  Aduii- 


nlly 


LO  Aduii- 


K.  C,  Manchester.— We  have 
heard  of  the  stamp  you  enclose,   but  see  no  reason   In 
doubt  its  aulhenlicily,  especially  as  there  was  an  early 


ily,  especuu 
ituesoMndii 


Ahpihu,  Briarley. — Tour  stamp  ia  one  of  the  preaent 
series  of  Austria^ 

W.  K.  C— The  New  Brunswick  6  c,  pale-blue,  wa 
should  be  inclined  to  pronounce  chemically  changed. 

E.  B.  S.,  I-iccttililly.— Thanks  for  your  infonuaHon.- 
""  puncoyourpostuge  Btampfalaeorgeuuine, 


:  of  Hguii 


r  Ivttcn 


to  give  any  cLue  I 


0.  I'.  0. — \ou  will  find  by  an  advertisement  in  the 
preseut  number,  that  elegant  gilt  cloth  cases  fur  Inuding 
the  firnt  year's  uumbcrs  of  the  Ulaiiitt  Colt'clti's  MagafHt 
lire  bi'in^  prciiored  and  will  shurtly  be  ready.- .\11  tlio 
buck  numbers  of  the  magadne  an.'  in  prinL 
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CTAMPS  SEST  ON  APPROVAL.- Addrew  by  ktlei 


W     YOUSG  &  Co.,   Aintree,  neai  Liverpool,    have 

prdi«d;  lilrrinlanil  >  kr,.  Id.  iwh.  Iil'li-r  iitm;  zStii'ni  l' kr.. 
,<  u  _j ■•tr..W..l/pB- Jm™;  AajMiu  It^  I  bi'iU,  !lA  l/» 

^dtf  n;  JL.^ain'  Ir,.  Id.,  sj.  p#r' doiFii  ;  ibn..  3i1.   l)ft  pprdiwii  I 


W 


t*ia.ld.,3^HTiU««;  DHidHk  t'slL,  IhI.,  ]A|.  par  diAHi :  4  ak..  »L.  I,fl 
S-wMf-'li^rpiiSS^i  IWfc  Ook-CTl  c.  Id.'.  •*l'pfr'i«!in^ 

■^in^n;  iHh.^'^'aEprf^'nii'Ertii  ll^^fniw.  H!!>iii^b^l>-> 

•^  I  I'D.  m'..  jTwh.  1/  w  d^:  £Skl|(picl  *{?rkiirM!  uTy 
P->l~n:  (l>uw.JJ..U>w£Hn;  H(i1laiidti..liL,  l/t  pwdOK*.  M. 
pTn^Hin>F><WE  *•..».:  lOBlu  ]n1f«  IQ  frf  Mj  IkUrl  •..id..  Id. 

""■"■^  iiii.^!'  ilMklMliari  )  ^,^.  ad! 

f"laB,  ikiD^;  !|  .lb..  Id..  A  FH'  di».K] 

l«^')d.  w^l  I/t'^fTiia'ni  AwBrlMwalck 


^HrV;  ilmvpaittr,  fUL  iwh.  thK  M  V  ;  RuU  iiww  Ihihj'b  Imp..  UiLI 


J'wit-.'TJfriSlii'lS 


:?rt;'ii 


, art.   Id.. 


T»t>T  Mpl  Id..  K  prTi-.ttm  L  Ummgfl.  » :  >l>MaVklKlwlud:I«i 
■n  miD,  bul  hi  |[«d  oDiidHb^ ;— KlkumiT  AnUfpa,  M 


■rtedw*  bluf  md  fOxpHinr  nd,  Id-  tKh; 

Ml  HlUid.  hlililhlB.  ad-  *Kh:  niHl  A  Mtd 
■.'lS<..'ld.'fwli;'*'  c„   Id.  udi;  £■«.  m 


J    J.  n.  STOCKALL  &  Co.,  Broad  Oreen.  n 

nSa  Aiod'nf  niiiirnin  Mm  If.  l»i°  ll!l*l  IvniilFr  >l.i  lU 


THE  POSTAUE-STAMP  MARNIFIER.-AII 

1    co;isri..™rtooidp™--.™,rf^wjm.^H^,iih*Bn.iUi> 


S^-^! 
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riHEAPNESS  &  PUXCTTALITy.     H.  UAR8DEN, 

IJiul  iHitodi  zd.  Hieh :  Nfpvfiiandlukd  pmnr  3cL>  tvawairt  Bd..  (hi«*- 
p«nhjr  vnwi  sd.;  Luambnuv  ].*,*<.  Id.  Mch.  LIh  III  *-  M-Mah:  tH. 
^iMAt PHID7  U- :  Bi^Hi  E  kr.ld..Uibd'bo«3d. ;  OrtHdrnpaiiir  tf  ■ :  M*« 
Bnumlc^  and  Nnvh  BffitlA  1  a.  M.  «Hrh;  On^r*  1.  1  I.  Id.  iwrii.B,  IV  L 
td.  fvh :  Prinf*  Ed'nrd'i  liland  pmnv  ^.  tvopflnn*  td..  Uuvvnur 
U.;  IB^l.ttld.iaili;  CvilMinlrnMh*llc.U.;  AnU«*1t.  ■«  ■«>^. 
U.  nth  :  OldnlX^  j,  I  iiTs„  rliE^kJVh.  «iT!^  KlhrM.  Hutan 
la*h..  nrtfvdDrfiKh-tHAHprfrJpt  fan.  t  nQ.«iT..Bnd  Htfonr  W** 
bHuj  J  pr.,  I  B.  IT.  in  U.  (Mil ;  BiilU  OeIw  1  •..  i>tIi>*  hi>lf|mnf , 
Hoim  MhW  I «.,  Iterti^aw  trm.  fli>*ilf«  3  flrv.  M*d  jBiwdca  p«nm  «A  M. 

liaiHV  (h  I- 1 1^  «r.  U.  flubj  Antln*  p«BT  3d.;  rnne»  1  «.,  1  r-.  wkd 
cnJankiLlfr.1d.nrh;  nmsFn  L»tpmU>£  tiirli  i  torlhi  «ipfi»n.gT- 
U.;  Rniiinkt  I,  t  a.  BT„  Wartmlarii  1  kr.,  rutd  Plpil  Halai  1 UJ.  U. 


TT    8.,  FAULKSER  STREET,  MANCHESTER,  bat 

tS'mjnrmtriTl!,.tr.lil..lnrfrlit..i'njr.  U.  tuh.     ib/lbU  in 

uT;  Lumboui (old  hnd/plnk  I  ■b.in!l£;'HiNlMt.  lll.10.Bc.  Id. 
•otta  (MiDlnv  i  Han,  H«41«  (hnmnBr  and  ■LBpi*inr  *A. ;  OUmbnn 
:IMiT«Id.;  hnnalfl.1M><',ari(4alii.<):  I^n  laid  Ami  I.I.t, 


BEAUTIFULLY    ILLUSTRAJED.        No*   Itendv, 
la  paggK.  feop.  4tft,.  a  dwtr^iiUTB  Prb«  CBUk*D"  of  Brillah,  C^Id- 

tlimL    lllu<tn'«d  wlthuir-uiWof  riOaijrnTlni9Dfnawanilrwp4ntiH. 
brtuUmUj Jtrtliwd  on  hmd  poptv.     Pri«  Ad.  -    pMt  frM.  Td.     AddrfH. 


w  Stn>e(,  Anlwick,  Uanck 

n«4ln  npTfoo.  Sd.  oiith.  V  pv  doa 
iuvi.Vffrocli:  PtftogBHiK  (Donna 
nd  pmiDj'!  1iI..'m  P"  dis^;  Km 


ARMS,    CRESTS,   MONOGRAMS,    ETC.-A    Urge 


si'irSiS',;^ 


T    J.  H.  STOCKALL  &  Co.,  Bind  Gnm.  nxti  U'o- 

|nM.tlBii«;^nw^^I,'l.)a.Y-.  "^  '■ '■''^S^^.S'^IS 

•ho lt» nub,  Ihlnl  iHOf :  Huimilm  tBH. EUd  of  rndaria  Aoa-l^ 
1  anil  I •, in-.,  ind  anmd  ta»  IbaL  oT  »  lUitn  1  P^-  >  "nl I'M 
Srell'iw.  SrBd.aniapfK.  riwil^  Tnwnv  nkvi  omT  shkldi  om  injoJ 


MUSGR.IVE'S  P0I*U1.AR  HERALDIC  SHEETS.- 
Jurf  publliligd  Inn  iilllhiin.  tmllj  Inymndi.  iMOlUUbfl- 


riHRISTMAS  AND  THE  NEW  YEAR.-Now  tadj. 

^MmH»d'lh^  Nrw  y^     Ttil^^^M  «liuGl7''Hrrnn!lrir&  (11 


NICARAGUA  *  Co.,   108,  Arg>'lE   Street,  Obi^w, 

Bponulmci  'Z 


riHRISTMAS  COMPLIMENTARY  NOTE  PAPER- 


UNUSED  AND  USKD  COLOXIAL  A 


fpo 


CONTINENTAL  SEALERS. 


'J^?^^ 


rPHE    COMPLIMENTS   OF    THE    SEASON.- 


"IJEllGEDORF   STAMPS,     i  ach.  BerRedorf,  lOJ.  per 


P*nn7  1lla«  3d.  t*th  :  ihULIiiif  ^m  «d 


riHRISTMAS    COMPLIMENTARY   CARDS.-Sow 


"THE     BE?!''  P0STa6e.8TAMP    ALUUU    FUB- 

Brltbth  And  Forrl^  ''"^P  fftvnpi.    CoDtainlnc  ovfTj  Infxm^l^  <« 
4^  Alliam,  prhB  ^4.  And  Onulofufl,  p^liv  ^V,  fvi  1m  hod  i^fvMr- 
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innn  photographic    portraits    for   ONE 

lUUl'  8iniJ.INO.-Jti*t  pnblliilMHl.  eiirt«  de  rtsite  Rise,  bMotirully 
««««t»d,  1060  Mlrmneoplr  Portraits  of  Eminent  ppnonagcfi.  Vrice  J/ , 
port  ftw,  Vl.  Addrata,  STArroBo  BMtra  k  Smith.  QuiM«i'K|ttare  House, 


MR.  R.  P.  HARLEY,  14,  Gloucester  Street,  Glasgow, 
EeoMe.  dialn  k  enrrMpondrv  ATfc  dm  pc-raonniw  rteldmitcM  d*m 
fMttt  lea  coDtreM  enntinmtiilra,  poor  tehanarRr  Arm  timbres  post«0. 
pvlagn  a  en  a  dr«  mm  a  Mhanger. 


ON  15th  DECEMBER,  1863,  will  be  publUhed  No.  I. 
vfthi!  stamp  C<riltHor'M  Herald  and  MotaUy  Adttrtittr.  ConUininff 
2**'"*^  *ifr***  "*  ibunps,  MiffTHTlngR  of  new  and  raw  aUmps.  Ac  Price 
2i;  pmifncld.  An  unow^  Rtamp  gtv<>n  with  each  ntimb^.  Adver- 
tiMMttareeeiredup  UU  Mh  Decmber.  and  charged  at  the  hiw  mt#of 
SifcrlO  surds.  Orighial  artiel  s  wanted.  Addrcw.  R.  P.  HjMJn,  14 
GkMMsiter  iKreei,  OUsgow. 

TO  STAMP    nEALEHS.—STAFFORD    SMITH    & 

X  SMITH  have  for  sale  th«i  fhllowlnfr  mius-d  Rtamps  at  the  annexed 
}am  prices  per  hundred  :-Aintrian  Italr.  2  sokll,  1^;  Baden,  I  Icr..  4/6, 
3kr.,l<^:  Dd^om.  I  c.  V:  Boyd's  CItf  Express.  1  cent.  8^6;  France, 
lt.V.  le..  6/»,  6  e.  €^;  Oermany,  i  sllb.  gr.,  6/.  i  sIlb.gr..<V:  Ham- 
bvf,}seh..fi/.  Iseb..  11/Q;  Italr.  1  c.  3^6,  2  c.,  4/6.  5  €..«/•:  Luxem- 
^«ng,  1  e..  2/.  a  e,.  a/6 :  Pwtngal,  10  rels.  7/6;  Saxonj.  3  pf.  (new  issue),  7/6; 
la.|tr..  I0)«:  SwIteerUnd.  2  iup..4/;  3  rap.,  6/;  United  iltates.  2-ceiit 
■dboive,  laiV;  2-«ent  envelnpe,  10/6.  Address.  Statford  Rmith  k  BMrm, 
Fawlgii  atamp  Importers,  B<Ah. 

TTANTED  by  a  PRIVATE  COLLECTOR  200  of  the 

'j  rarest  obsolete  stamps  and  essays.  A  Mr  price  will  be  given. 
f^rtJealan,  stating  lowest  price,  to  be  sent  to  A.  Z.,  care  of  J.  Blaob, 
UMaianger,  4,  Torwood  Row,  Torqnaj. 

RARE  STAMPS    sent   on   APPROVAL.    Apply   by 
^        letter  oalj,  stttthtg  stamps  nMinirsd,  to  SPBCiMBir,  8,  Bear  'Street, 
-  Square,  London,  W.C. 


KfU)    PHOTOGRAPHIC     PORTRAITS     for    SIX- 

U\J^J  PENCE.— Just  published,  carte  de  vUrite  size,  beanttftilljr  ex- 
•rated.  MierDseopte  Photographs  of  upwards  of  600  Emineitt  Personacrss 
PHee  6d. :  post  free,  7d.  Address,  STArroBD  SMrra  k  Sifmi,  Qucen- 
•qtweHonae,  Bath. 

WANTED  AGENTS  in  England,  Ireland,  Scotland, 
Franee,  Switserland.  Belgium,  and  Germany,  and  all  the  schools 
Qwffvta.  to  sdl  all  kinds  of  pomge  stamps  at  a  eommisslon  of  16  per 
Met.  off  the  lowest  trade  pnees.  See  other  adrertisement.  Apply  at 
wwsto  C.  K.  JoxBS.  M.  Baite«r  Street.  Ardwtck.  Mancheater. 

THE  CHEAPEST  PACKET  of  STAMPS.-The 
Sixpenny  Packet  of  Stamps  contains  20  Tarieilee  of  Foreign  and 
Ooloaial  Postage  Stamps,  all  in  good  eondlUon.  many  being  unoblite- 
ntsd.  Post  free  fbr  seven  stamps.  Address,  STArronD  SMrni  t  Smith, 
Qeeen^equare  House,  Bath. 

WANTED  TO  BE  SOLD,— 5000  common  stamps  to 
the  biglMi  bidder.    C.  K.  Jokks,  Barlow  Street.  Ardwlek.  Man- 


PACKET8  of  20  VARIETIES,  4d. ;  50,  Is. ;  100,  2s. 
OoMprised  of :— Baden,  Austria  (new  and  old),  Victoria,  Indian, 
Xe*  XoUaad,  Sorih  and  South  Oerman.  PmsnlMi,  Bavarian,  and  Wur- 
*Mib«rK,  and  ether  rara  stamps.  C.  K.  JoNm,  M,  Barlow  Street, 
Ar<wiek.  Manchester. 

TBB  SIXPENNY  PACKET  of  STAMPS.— This 
fteket  eontatns  20  varieties  of  Foreign  and  Ck>lonlal  PnstMs 
**Meps.all  in  good  eoodition,  many  being  uiM>bItt«4nsted.  Post  ftve  ror 
«^  itamps.    Address,  SrArroso  Sitmn  «  SxrrH,  Queen-square  House, 


RARE  and  OBSOLETE  STAMPS  forwarded  on 
approrral.  on  receipt  of  stamped  envelope,  at  moderate  prices.  Old 
Hslj.  Hanover,  and  colonial  on  hand.  Wanted  a  good  collect  ion  of  400  to 
M.  Extraslvs  fbmign  and  home  enrrespondenee  enable  A.  B.,  57,  York 
Phee.  Ediaboryh.  to  otfer  eollectors  a  gneat  variety  fbr  Inspection. 

IM)  COLLECTORS  of  UNOBLITERATED  POSTAGE 

Jl  STAMPS.— TIte  One-ShiUiug  Packet  of  Stamps  contains  one  docen 
*vle4n  of  Colonial  and  Foreiim  Postage  Stamps,  all  unobliterated. 
PM  f^ee.  1/1.    STArroRO  Sxrra  A  SxrrH.  Queen-square  House,  Bath. 

^I^HE  *  ALBERT  EDWARD  POSTAGE  STAMP  and 

J.  0RE8T  ALBUM,'  In  one  volume,  with  prefUee,  comments,  table 
«f  fcrriga  monies.  Ac.  Postage  album  rulea  to  contain  1700  stamps, 
sed  nvet  album  £00.  UMidsomely  bound  in  moroeco.  and  of  the  best 
nstfrial  and  workmanship.  Post  mse,  2/.  1.1st  of  nearly  1000  varkties  of 
*mps  gratia  with  each :— tlie  ch««pest  issued.  Packets  of  20  varieties, 
■neliliferated.  1/.  Many  rare  stamps  for  complptlnp  collections  on  sale. 
ArpMitiM  CoBfedemtion  6  c.  fid.  Send  24  stamp*  fbr  album,  to  be  had 
«alr  from  Waltu  WHrrrAxm.  Howard  Street,  Salfbrd. 


THE  BEST  PRICE  CATALOGUE  OF  STAMPS. 
Now  ready,  18  P  tir*«i  feap.  4to.  A  descriptive  Price  Catalogue  of 
Rritlsh,  Colonial,  and  Foreign  pnstnge  st-tmps,  revised  and  correct ed  to 
the  present  time.  Illustrated  with  upwards  of  &0  Engravings  of  new  and 
rare  ^amps,  l>eAntlfUlly  prin'ed  on  ton^l  pap  t  Prio  6d. :  post  ftree,  7d. 
Address,  HTArroHD  Smith  k  Smith,  Quaen-squar*  House,  Bath. 


D 


OES   ANY  ONE  WANT  CHEAP  STAMPS  ?— If 

so.  send  a  list,  of  stamps  wanted,  and  a  Btampe<l  envelope,  to 
8.  Datis.  18,  Or.uiby  Street.  Leicester.  One  of  Oppen's  albums  and  cata- 
Io:niA.  ^ith  200  stamps  alrea'tv  in.  s'>nt  to  any  address  post  fV«»e  on  receipt 
of  Post  C>rd«r  fbr  *V.  pa.vabiM  to  8.  DAVia,  Leicester.  Local  American 
stamps  cheap.    Zurich,  1/  each  :  Hong  Kong  unused  84  c,  1/6  each. 

Abis  reurf y.     Fourth  tditUm.  rtvUed,  auamtenUd,  ond  torreHad. 

CATALOGUE  of  POSTAGE  STAMPS,— B RUTS H, 
COLONIAL,  and  FOREUIN.  By  Mount  Brown.  Containin?  an 
accurate  deeeriptinn  of  the  fbnn.  colour,  date  of  issue,  and  value,  of  1700 
varieties.  Prien  1/;  post  free,  1/1.  Bound  in  moroeco  leather,  and  Inter- 
leaved for  ColWiom.  2/ ;  post  free,  2/2.  Addross,  Mr.  Brown,  care  of 
Mr.  Passuiore.  Bookseller,  124,  Cheap«ide.  I<ondoa.  «*«  December  Price 
List  of  obeolet"  and  n«Kv  stamps,  post  fWe.  3d. 

UK    CHKAl'i'.sr    ALBUM    FOR   CRESTS.     The 

ShilUn}f  Cnwt  Album  is  stronglr  bound  In  fitncy  cloth  and  lettered 
on  side.  Post  fh>e.  1/2.  Address.  STArroHO  SMrtH  k  SMrm,  QuoeU' 
square  House,  B.»th. 

JAMES  BRENNAN,  37.  Nassau  Street  (opposite  the 
Post-Olfloe).  New  York,  United  States,  has  alwars  on  liand  al  trg« 
stock  of  Foreign  a«id  American  Stamps,  used  um  unused.  Orders 
promptly  executed.    Stamps  exchanged. 

BOOKS  of  CRESTS.— Each  book  contains  50  Crc>4ts 
In  relirf.  Iteautifully  stamped  In  Colours,  with  a  Kef  to  the  name4 
of  the  Families  bearin?  them.  This  work,  when  complete,  will  funn 
the  most  perfect  Collection  extant,  and  b  expect  d  to  c«Hit>iin  over  2000 
Crests.  Books  I..  II..  and  III.  now  ready.  Price  1/  each ;  p<ist  free,  1/L 
Address,  Stafford  Smith  k  SMrru,  Queen-square  House,  Bath. 


1^0  COIN  and  MEDAL  DEALERS.— Wanted  to  pur- 
cluw,  small  or  large  lots  of  American  coins  and  medals  relating 
in  any  wav  to  Au*erica.  or^he  dies  of  sueh  piecps.  Lists  giving  au>tntity , 
quality' xu^t  »nd  price  of  each  piece  will  be  sent  to  America,  ifaelivered 
post-paid  to  A.  L.  H.,  63.  Conduit  Street,  London,  W.  If  aeeepted,  cash 
will  be  sent  by  return  steamer. 

]:?IFTY  OBSOLETE  STAMPS  for  Five  Shillings.— 
?  The  Five-ShiUhiK  Packet  of  Obsolete  Foreign  Pdetage  Stamps  eon- 
tains  60  varieties.  Including  old  Sicilian.  Modena,  Naples.  Tuscany,  and 
other  rare  Stamps.  Post  free,  6/1.  Address  Stafford  Smith  k  SMim, 
Queen-square  House.  Bath. 


STAMPS  sent  on  APPROVAL.— Send  stamped  enve- 
kq>e  to  J.  N.,   Poi«-Offlee,  Waltham-on-the-Wolds.  near   Melton 
Mowbray. 

TO  STAMP  DEALERS.  Collectors,  and  others.— 
Foreign  and  obsolete  Englisii  postage  stamps  bnnght,  sold,  and 
exchanged  in  any  quantity,  and  to  any  amount.  Collections  bought. 
Apply  by  letter  to  H.  M.,  46,  Owyn  St.,  Bedford.    Enclose  stamp  tor  reply. 

WIT  AND  HUMOUR.— The  SHILLING  PACKET 
OF  COMIC  CARTES  DE  VI8ITE  contains  12  varieties  of  these 
cleverly-executed  and  most  amusing  pictures.  Post  free,  1/1.  Addms, 
Stafford  SMrra  k  SMrrH,  Queen-square  House,  Bath. 


AUSTRLAN  NEWSPAPER  STAMPS,  vii..  head  of 
Mercuiy  blue ;  head  of  emperor  to  left,  blue  and  lavender ;  to 
right,  lavender ;  eagle, «  kr.  green,  2  kr,  red,  2  kr.  brown,  1  kr  blue ; 
IMS.  lavender  ;  as  well  as  postage  stamps  and  envelopes  of  every  kind. 
I  sell  by  docens  at  the  lowest  possible  prices.  Letters  post  fk«e.  Auu. 
RusKNBERO,  Vienna,  Jigerxeile  42. 

MR.    ALEX.    ROSENBERG   sends  Austrian  stamps 
and  envelopes  of  the  last   issue,   unused,  tat  the  cost  prieee. 
against  a  eommissfon  of  10  per  cent.    Letters  post  firee.    Yinina,  Jiger- 

EAUTIFULLY    PRINTED    in    COLOURS.-Now 

ready,  a  New  and  Complete  Set  of  upwards  of  130  Titles  for  Stamp 
Albums.  Oisographieallr  arranged  bv  Dr.  J.  E.  Orat,  F.ils.,  f.lju, 
F.zut..  rrc.,  of  the  British  Museum.  Price  1/6 ;  post  free,  1/7.  Specimen 
sheet  post  free  fbr  two  stamps.  London  :  E.  Maiu.roroi;oh  A  Co. ;  Bath : 
Stafford  Smith  k  smith,  Queen.«quare  House. 

McCORKINDALE.  37,  Abbotsford  Place.    Price 

^  -  IJst  on  application.  Samples  :—Romagna,  set,  3/6;  Parma 
(provisional  and  flgnre),  6d.  to  1/  eaen  :  old  Saxony  (1851)  3  gr..  Id.  each. 
All  are  very  ehei^.  Be  particular  In  addressing  to  37,  Abbotsfiml  Place, 
aiasgow. 
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, 4l»liiLn-EiK<nniil»r:-TinlH|T»  inn-  3d..  iplSif  1    . 

nlwtm.  M,.  &  ifWtiv*  tiJ.n  3J  firr  h<  ;  WcvU-ni  AuwmlU  pninr  ]^iik 
M-,t*ini«nTMupCd..  idtUlhia  Dnvn  ifii  N"*»  Sr<<la  1  *,  UJ.,  lo.  M- 
■  t..«4./l|e;»a.,l«'.IM.:  AJriljfuipniivia..  >b»iui;i;L<iI»k<iU 
It.  11*1  HmbniK.  41  Uar  «(;  Umlta  lulr»u  lU.l  H«E  Knw  1  'i 
Id.!  likVrmboiiJdlbU.  |wrdu<«.  a  «..  M.  pv  ikmi.  4  r-.  Id.  w*- 
buiHl II I jmt' f«Hr W.    71""'"  "    """       """"■ 


Motoia.  KwiHillun.  HMIM.  iM  il^uiak.  lMiIii»li-ik«uli>.   Milca. 
•Hk  H»  ■llnanl  (br.     Tn^filaiti.     I.  iJifKit  Tj.  •!£  tai  puR-liaH 

"pUnlJC   NOTICE!— Mr.   GEORGE   PRIOR^of  48, 


Tli^R.  R.  COWLEY-SQUIERWellinglon  Ball,  Doter, 


l£irl0J.l^ulrT  h»A  ft  quVlVt;  of  ChH 


RAHK  STAMPS  SENT  ON   APPROVAL :-raniia, 


AMAKVEL   OP  CHEAPNESS.— Tlio   SHILLING 


<)imi»lud,  m.  It< 


XyASTEU   to   PURCHASE   «   ™d    Colle 


pHOT0Ga.lPHY    EXTHAORKINART—Juit    Pub- 

Cofeirftlnin^    pltafaifrniphlc    porlndU  of  n^T  lOOQ  Lkln^  and  11J>lnri»J 
OlvbrlUv*-    prtH  1/ ;  p«t  fns^  1^1.    AddrvH.  IttAfroitD  XkrTB  ■  itlim. 


R 


ARE  find  CHEAP  STAM 


MPS, — A  few  sent  ou  approval 


p      W.    WU 


W.    WILKINSON,   9,   Goldirr 


HwHWiu;  (l«in«r,  (.[.l.JfcBT.:  and  Liquid  >ki.;  Miahm. 
Huvm.  ■ratikdtltM'lisHii  IM^;  Nia  Bmnrkk;  hincid:  rii>. 


fpHE  SHILLING  CREST  ALBUM  »  i.lron(tl,i  iomi 


QLD  NATAL.  BfiRium,  SusnitOi,  and  Hanovpr,  C™ 
pOCKKT  ALBUM  fur  CRESTH,  ARMS,  «nd  MOSO- 


♦"V-EW    YORK    POSTAGE-STAMP    MAGAZINE' 


A  EMS   AND    FLAGS   FOR   STAMP    ALnUMS.- 


rF  YOU   WANT  CHEAP   STAMPS,    «c-nd   «»rapd 


'■PHE   POSTAOE-STAMP  COLLECTOR'S  POCKBT 

J.      ALBUM.— 4VqitmlnlnffarDmpl'<aTablBof  bIL  Ihp  ftutap  SUMf 


^EW  CALEDONIAN  10  CENTIMES  Gre; 
CTAMPS!    stamps:    STAMPSI-Stlwti 


\4ENL0VE  ltROTHEItS,39,Maiirli«iterStiv<'t,H 


W     DIAMOND,  Dfolor  in  Coiae  and  Kara  StaiiilM. 


\1ESSIEURS  KENNEDY  McDERMID  &  Cie.,  M»r- 


Tyi  ESSRS,   KENNEDY  McDERMID  &  Co.,  Atuliin- 


Dec.  1, 1863.]         THE  STAMP  COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 
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Steond  E^itUm,  grmtU  tmlargtA  and  improved. 

POSTAGE-STAMP  ALBUM.  Bv  JUSTIN  LAL- 
LIEIL  Illuntmred  tritli  Maps  and  Dia^niR.  and  conUlnInf;  a 
fcn d««ciiption  nf  BritiMli.  Colnnlitl,  aiid  FoiTign  BUmpo.  ^itli  eomp^trt- 
BwBto  «rTMigi>d  finr  th«  rr<fT>tlon  nt  etnth.  IinpeHal  «Hlonp8vo.,  cloth, 
dwp,  l/C;  port  free,  ^j*!.  Bnnnd  in  half-morocco,  elMp.  10/;  port  frw, 
WflOi  Btnind  In  whole  roorceco,  two  cla»pK.  (Hit  «^R  «,  i2/fi;  port 
free,  lS/4.  Bound  In  bcrt  nioroceo  relief,  two  cla8p».  21/ :  port  frpf ,  21;  10. 
HandMHndy  bound  in  bert  nioroeeo  relief,  two  large  cU«pfi,  25/ ;  port 

'Porthe  bmcfit  of  ColleHoni,  Mr.  JramN  Lalmer  hna  Jurt  luned  mi 
i^tmirableAlljiini.whleh  will  be  in  ext^nirtv  demand  M«mMtna«itR  ex- 
himee  la  luiown.  It  contains  a  dcscriiitlon  of  erery  kno>f«n  variety  of 
Umkn  poate,  so  that  a  partially  obliterated  Htamp  may  aartly  be  reeog- 
aivd :  and  on  the  p««e  opp«It«  the  d«HKription  are  Rpnc^  furmonnting 
tbertamtM  detvrlbed.  wo  that  any  CoUertor  may.  at  a  glance,  a«e  all  hla 
dcfldenelea.— TV  BooktrUer. 

Bath :  HTArroKD  Hmith  ft  Surm.  Queen-aqnare  Hoom. 


SPANISH  STAMPS  (1^50-61-53),  6  cuartoa,  9d.  each, 
or  V  dosen.    Aurtria  (head  of  Menanr)  blue.  8d.    StnmpM  Dent  on 
approval  hf  Osobox  Hyamm,  19,  Waleot  nuildinga,  Bath.   Stamps  bought. 

n^    B.  BROWK,  of  Glit^hire  View,  Pendleton,  Man- 

JL  •  eberter,  begs  respertftilly  to  inform  foreign  portage  rtamp  collec- 
tort.  that  be  can  now  «npply  them  with  all  kinds  of  rare  and  common 
portage  rtampa  at  verr  low  prices,  and  will  forward  Releetionn  fW>m  hii 
larpe  rtock  to  any  aadr— w  fbr  inepecHnn,  on  application.  Colloctions 
■Moe  m  very  ebeap,  ibrperaana  Dinning  to  eolleet.  All  kinds  of 
rtaaips  bought,  if  cheap.  T.  B.  B.  wishes  to  correspond  with  p^rsmlB  on 
tkseontlnsnts  of  Europe  and  Amertea.  All  communications  requiring  a 
reply  murt  contain  a  stamp  (br  that  purpose. 

Sore  Stompt  at  hue  priee$. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMH'H  offer  the  following 
RARE  8TAMPH  at  the  annexed  low  prices  per  art.— .Mod>>na.  6  c. 
crem,  10  e.  rase.  16  c.  yellow,  36  c.  primrose,  2/A  the  set  of  4 ;  Parma. 
it.  ydlow.  10  «.  white,  26  e.  purple,  26  c.  red-brown.  3/  set  of  4 ;  Tns- 
oay  (arms),  Ic  violet.  6  e.  green,  10  c.  brown,  20  e.  blue,  1/  the  srt  of  4; 
Tteeaay  (linn),  1  quafefer  black,  1  emiia  mamne.  X  era.  blue.  4  em.  grmn, 
ii  the  art  of  4 :  Naples  (Iffil).  1  gr..  2  gr.,  6  gr..  10  gr.,  20  gr.,  2/6  the  set  of 
S:  Sieilr,  1  gr.  olive-brown,  2  gr.  blue,  6  gr.  earmine,  10  gr.  deep  blue, 
l»gr.  bloe-blaek.  3/6  the  set  of  6.  Address,  STArroBO  Smith  *  SMrra, 
QuBMi  square  House,  Bath. 


BONA- FIDE  addresses  of  Foreign  Stamp  Dealers, 

^i^    6/,  namely.  Wert  Indian,  St.  Petersburg,  *e.    Separate,  6<1.  each. 
Monayrrtumed  If  fbnnd  fletltious.    J.  Boi>n>,  24,  Mark  Lane,  London. 

RAWLL,  139,  Leadenhall  Street,  London,  has  for 


Q.. 


sale  unused  Austria  newspaper  Id.  Sd.  per  doz.,  2  kr.  lOd.  per  dox. 
and  envelopes  1/4  per  doz.,  Merrury  (blue)  8d.,  Nova  Scotia.  2e.  2d., 
V9  per  dozen,  Newfoundland,  Id.  3d..  2^per  dozen.  Also  used  20e.  26e« 
ttepoblic.  Id.,  Od.  per  dozen,  Kpahi  (ISCO  and  *61,  fte.  6  c.  6d.  6/  doz.  mixnd. 
Send  3  stamps  ftir  Llrt  and  unused  Wert  Indian.  Foreign  and  Colonial 
iwrrespuudcnta  wanted. 

CATALOGUE  of  POSTAGE  STAMPS,  edited  by 
XsraiEncHK  k  KAorK.  of  Leipzig.  Ckmtains  lirt  of  1300  stamps, 
«Wi  prebee  fai  English,  French,  and  German,  also  a  Money  Table. 
FUaanUy  printed,  foolsc^  Bvo.    Priee  I/,  port  freip. 

IKfi   EUROPEAN    POSTAGE    STAMPS   for    ONE- 

xO\j  AND-SIXPENCB.— Jurt  publtehed.  carte  de  visite  size,  beauti- 
ftdly  Meeuted  Mteroseoptc  Photographs  of  nearly  ICO  European  Postage 
Stsaips.  comprising  both  obeoletp  and  presmt  issnes.  Prieo  1/6;  ptwi 
free,  hi.    Address.  BTATfOBP  Smith  A  Hurru,  Queen-square  House,  Bath. 

1 0  unused  Stamps  for  Ninepence,  viz.,  Barbadoes  (green). 

1^  Bestellgeld  frH  ic.  Nova  fileotia,  Ac.  U.  Rawll,  139,  Leadenhall 
~      ~  Loodun.    All  kinds  of  stamps  bought. 


REGARDEZ : !  I !  Unused  MoIdo-WaUachia,  3  p.  3d., 
Z^perdoam,  Venrzuela,  2d.  1/6  per  doz..  Pdpal  Ktat^.  |  baj.  Id., 
Nd.  per  di«.  Also  used  B.  Guiana  Oxzette  pkahl  bobdeh,  4d.  per  srt, 
Kd.  per  doz.  mbted.    J.  Bowd.  24.  Mark  Lane,  London. 

LEXANDER  ROSENBERG  wishes  for  correspondents 

in  S*eden,  Denmark,  and  Italr.  who  would  exchange  Stamps  of 
these  eonntri«s  fbr  Aurtrtan  stamps  (all  kinds^  Lrtters  post  free.  Vienna, 

DLSPATCU  I— Packets  of  Stamps,  all  different  vari- 
etWs ;— Twrlvp  unused.  9d. ;  twenty-four  foreign  and  colonial 
Bls«l.  many  unused.  I/.  Prat  fk-ee  for  one  rtamp  extra.  Stampn  bought. 
~       slanps  sent  on  approval  on  reeeipt  of  postage.    J.  Platt,  Akbar, 


DISPATCH  I — Send  list  of  stamps  wanted,  and  have 
them  fbrwarded  on  approval  on  reeeipt  of  postage.    J.  Platt, 
A^nr.  Blrkeohead. 

DISPATCH!      STAMPS    of    all    NATIONS.— Rare 
samps  sent  on  aptmnral.    Collections  made  on  the  lowert  tows. 
J.  Putt,  AUiar.  Bfrkenbead. 


W  LINCOLN,  Jun.  (at  W.  S.  Lincobi  &  Sons),  462, 
•  New  Oxford  Street,  I.,ondon.  will  send  his  Pricrd  Lirt  of' fnrvion 
and  colonial  rtanips  fut  one  stamp.  Jas*in  Lnllier's  alLums,  I'rw  edition, 
7/6  each.  American  2.cents  envelopes,  3d.  each.  «S  Rjupe  stamps  bought. 

YANCE  &  Co.,  Alston  Street,  Ladywood,  Binuing- 
ham.send  stamps  on  approval  on  reeeipt  of  an  appliention  en- 
closing two  stamps,  old  Spanish  (I8r4)-l-2-3^,  Bnlcluin,  Luxembourg, 
Modena.  Parma.  Hirily,  Ac.  in  stock.  Twopenny  Mulrsady  envelopes,  t/t 
each.    Rare  rtamps  purchased. 

FIRST-CLASS  COLLECTIONS  of  not  less  than  1000 
purchased  on  very  liberal  terms.  Also  10.000  colonial  stamps 
wanted,  assorted.  State  lowert  price  per  1000  to  Mockt  Brov^'n,  124, 
Cheapslde,  London. 

TF  YOU  WANT  CHEAP  STAMPS,   apply  to  WAL- 

X    LACE  k  Co.,  11,  Lee  Crescent,  Birmingham.    For  varieties  see  othfT 
advertisement. 


0 


H  YES  ! !— WALLACE    &  Co.,    U,   Lee   Civscent, 

Birmingham,  eontiiiue  to  send  rtnmps  on  approval  on  receipt  of 
rtamp  ibr  p^ctatre.  Buenos  Ayms,  Argentine  Uonfederatlon,  lloiit« 
video.  Newfbundland,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Zurich,  French 
Republic,  and  other  rare  stamps  always  on  hand. 

DMcCORKINDALF.,  70,  George  Square,  Glasgow, 
•  sends  Llrt  for  rtimped  envelope.  Set  of  Romagnas,  4/;  Nevis 
penny,  id,  each ;  Newfoundland  penny,  2d.  each ;  Modenas  (provisional) 
at  6d. 

MR.   ALEX.   ROSENBERG  wants  colonial  correspon- 
dents, wishing  to  exchange  Austrian  stamps  and  of  all  kinds  fur 
colonial  rtamps.    Lrtters  port  frae.    Vienna,  JOgerseile  42. 

C1HEAP  and  RARE  STAMPS  on  SALE  bv  MOUNT 
/  BROWN.  124.  Cheaprtde.  London.  Oftsofrts  .-Bavaria  1  kr.  black, 
Naples.  Sicily  (head  of  Bomba).  Modena,  Parma,  Tuscany.  Saxony  3  pf. 
red  (llrrt  issiie).  Vnuaed  United  States  (issue  WoJ).  srt  complete.  1  to  90 
cents,  fbr  11/,  Ac.  rnused;— Austria  (new  issue) ;  Liberia,  set  of  three, 
2/6 ;  Norway  (new  issue) ;  Nova  Scotia  S|  and  10  cents ;  New  Bmnswick 
17  cents :  St.  Helena  (|MwrisionaI>  penny  and  fourpenny ;  Italy  3  lire.  3/, 
kc.    See  Price  Lirt,  post  fk«e  3d. 


INCOGNITO,  22,  Oxford  Terrace,  aapham,  sends  rare 
stamps  for  iiupcetlon.    If  you  wish  to  eorapleta  your  eoUertlan,  send 
to  iNooojerro. 

STAMPS. — France,  4  c,  Id.,  7d.  dozen ;  Austria  (news- 
paper), 1/  dozen  ;  Venezuela,  2/  dozen;  Papal  States,  1/6  dozen, 
unused.  Used  Modena.  4d.,  3s.  dozen ;  French  republic,  20  c.  25  c,  1/^ 
dozen.    Send  stamp  fbr  List.    W.  Write,  16,  Philpot  Lane,  Ijondou. 


HENRY  BEY  buys  and  sells  postage  stamps.    Letters 
to  be  post-paltL    Address,  Paste  Reetante,  Hamburg. 


FDUNN,  191,  Upper  Street,  Islington,  London,  sends 
«    rt\mps  on  approvai  to  any  amount.    List  published  on  tbs  Hrrt  of 
evory  month.    Sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  one  stamp. 

1 P; A    AMERICAN    POSTAGE    STAMPS    for   0N&- 

AtJv/  AND-SIXPENCE.— Just  published,  carte  de  visite  size,  beau- 
tifully-executed Mieroecupic  PhotogrHplis  of  nearly  ICO  American  Portage 
Stamps.  Price  1/6;  port  free.  1/7.  Address,  STArroBO  Smith  k  Smith, 
Queen-square  House,  Bath. 

LD  ITALY  (1851-52-65),  20  c,  8d. ;  40  c.  Is.  3d. ; 

Naples  fpi-oN-inlonal  govcmmeiit),  j  tornese,  1  g.,  la.,  6  g..  6d; 
Lombardo-Vcnetla,  5  c,  10  c.  6d. :  16  c.  30  c,  46  c,  4d ;  Modena  10  c, 
40  c..  Ad.;  Parma  (flrrt  Issue},  15  c,  1/6;  (second  Issue)  5  c,  10  c,  16  c., 
7d.:  40  c..  1/;  totiTiof  Parma.  6e.,  0  c.  unused.  2/;  Provisional  Govern- 
ment •iO  c,  1/3.  All  warranted  gf^nulne.  December  Lirt  on  receipt  of  two 
stamps.  R.  W.  Pkmo.  Holies  Street.  Dublin. 

RW.  PEGG,  Holies  Street,  Dublin,  has  on  hand  a 
«  magnificent  selection  of  fbrelgn  and  colonial  stamps,  all  of  which 
he  is  selling  at  very  low  prices.  A  fSnw  sent  on  approval  on  receipt  of 
stamped  envelope.  His  stuck  includes  old  Natal.  Belgium,  Spanish, 
Liberia.  Nicaiagua,  Costa  Rica,  South  America.  Modena,  Parma.  Naples, 
Tuscany,  Aurtrte  (Mercurr's  head).  Wert  Indian.  Ceylon,  Western  Aus- 
tralia, old  Indian  (2d.  each),  Ceylon.    Collections  bought. 


S' 


TAMPS    sent    on   approval    by   INCOGNITO,   22, 

Oxford  Terrace,  Ciapham. 


on  STAMPS  for  SIXPENCE.— The  Sixpenny  Packet 

/C\J  of  stamps  contains  20  varirties  of  Foreign  and  Colonial  Po*ta«n 
Stamps,  all  In  good  condition,  many  being  unoblltcrated.  Port  f^ee  ftir 
seven rtaiu|>s.  Address,  tfTArroao  Smith  k  Smith,  Quocn-square  House, 
Bath. 
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STAFFOBD   SMITH   ft   SIOTH^ 
CHRISTMAS     ANNOUNCEMENTS, 


1 


Chri$tma$  Camfiimndnry  Note  Paptr, 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  ONE-SHILLING 
a»ArKET  of  CHRISTMAS  COMPLIMENTAUY  NOTE  PAPER. 
CnnUinhig  twvh'e  aheeUi  of  fknejr  note  paper  with  appro|iriiU«  hoi^ tings 
for  (ThrlRtm  ifl  and  tht*  Hew  Tear.  This  packet  eont<tina  Mmnd  vaHetla, 
all  beautifnlljr  stamped  bi  eolonra.    Post  free.  1/1. 

ChriMtmat  CompUmaOar^  Card$. 

QTAFFOUD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  ONE-SHILLING 

k7  PACKET  of  CHRISTMAS  COMPLIMENTARY  CARDS.  Contain- 
Ing  twelve  tkney  eanUi  with  appropriate  JeTieee  tar  Ckrtatma*  aiul  the 
New  Year.  Thia  packet  eontaina  aeveral  Tarletiea.  all  beoutifulljr  staAiped 
In  colotin.    Poet  ntw,  1/1. 

Obtain  Poataot  Stampt, 

STAFFORD   SMITH  &  SMITITS  ONE-SHILLING 
PACKET  OF  OBSOLETE  FDREION  POSTAGE  STAMPS.      Con- 
taining one  docen  Tarietins.    Poet  tno,  1/1. 

ObtdUU  Poatage  Stampt. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH^  TWO-AND-SIX- 
PENNY  PACKET  OF  OBSOLETE  FOREIGN  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 
Containing  20  Tarletien.    Post  free.  2/7. 

OtooMc  PotCnae  Sbunni. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  FIVE-SHILLING 
PACKET  of  OBSOLETE  FOREIGN  POSTAGE  STAMPS.  Con- 
tiantng  60  TarietiM,  Including  old  Sieillau,  Modena.  Nh>1««  TuManjr, 
and  ouier  rare  Btampa.    Poet  free,  6/1. 

Tke  Cheajiut  Album  for  Btampt. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  ONE-SHILLING 
STAMP  ALBUM  la  Ihn  beet  and  ebeapeet  for  JoToUIe  eolleetan. 
Bound  in  fkney  cloth  and  lettered  on  side.    Ptmt  free.  1/2. 

Mbum  to  hold  1100  Stamna. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  HALF-A-CROWN 
STA31P  ALBUM.    Bound  in  whole  moroeeo  relief,  and  ruled  to  eon- 
tain  nearijr  1 100  etampe.    Puet  fk^ee.  2/9. 

AWum  to  koldiOOO  8tamp$. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  FOUR-SHILLING 
STAMP  ALBUM.     Half-bound  In  moroeeo  leather,  and  ruled  to 
eontaln  upwards  of  2000  etampe.    Poet  free,  4/4. 

Album  to  hold  tlOO  StomfW. 

STAFFORD  SMITH    &  SMITHES  SIX-SBILLING 
STAMP  ALBUM.    Handaomeljr  bound  in  whole  moroeeo  relief;  gilt 
edgee,  and  ruled  to  eontaln  upwards  of  2200  etampe.    Poet  free,  6/6. 

Album  to  hold  aOOtStumpt. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  TWELVE-SHIL- 
LINO  STAMP  AI.BUM.  Large  4to..  handsomely  bound  in  whole 
morocco  relief,  gflt  edgee,  and  ruled  u>  eontaln  upwards  of  NOO  stamps. 
Post  tne,  12/6. 

Jfow  roadf,  18  paffe$,  Frap.  Ho.,  vUk  TUuatrated  Wrapper. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  DESCRIPTIVE 
PRICE  CATAI.OGUE  of  BRITISH.  COLONIAL,  and  FOREIGN 
POSTAGE  STAMPS.  New  edition,  revised  and  corrected  to  the  present 
time,  and  lUnetrated  with  upwards  of  60  engravings,  beautifnllj  printed 
on  ttmed  paper.    Price  9a. ;  poet  &«e,  7d. 

Invaluabit  to  Stamp  CoOsetort. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  POSTAGE-STAMP 
MAGNIFIER.  Every  eulleetor  should  possess  one  of  the  Poetage- 
Stamp  Magnifying  Glasses,  which  will  be  found  of  great  assistance  in 
detecting  fbrged  etampe.    Poet  free,  4/> 

Now  Baadm,  B«autifuOv  printed  m  Colottrt. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  NEW  and  COM- 
PIxETE  SET  of  POSTAGE-STAMP  AI^UM  TITLES.  Comprising 
upwards  cf  130  Titles  fbr  Stamp  Albums,  geographieallv  arranged  oy  Dr. 
J.  E.  Ghat,  t.kjb.,  r.L.8.,  r.8.fi.,  Ac,  at  the  British  Museum.  Price 
1/6;  poet  tne,  1/7.    Specimen  sheet  poet  fk«e  fbr  two  stamps. 

Twentf  Foreiffn  Stamp*  for  Siacpeiue. 

QTAFFORD     SMITH     &     SMITH'S     SIXPENNY 

CJ  packet  of  STAMPS.  Containing  20  varieties  of  Foreign  and 
Colonial  Postage  Stampe,  all  in  good  condition,  many  being  unoblite- 
rated.    Poet  free.  7d. 

Tki  ChMpett  PaekU  of  UniMiUraUd  Stamp*. 

STAFFORD   SMITH  &  SMITH'S  ONE-SHILLING 
PACKET  of  FOREIGN   POSTAGE   STAMPS.       Containing  one 
doaen  varictiee ;  all  unobUterated.    Poet  ttee,  1/1 . 

Js^iortanl  to  thote  about  to  CotttcL 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  FIVE-SHILLING 
PACKET  of  FOREIGN  POSTAGE  STAMPS.  Containing  100  vari- 
•tlee  of  Forrign  Stampe,  all  in  good  eondititm,  many  being  unobl Iterated. 
Poet  firee.  6/1. 


3b  CaOeetara  of  UruAHtanttd  Poati^  8tamp$. 

STAFFORD  S.VIITH  &  SMITH'S  TWO-AND-SIX- 
PBNNY  PACKET  of  UNOBI.ITERATED  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 
ConUining  2«  varietiee  of  Oulouial  and  Foreign  Stampe.  all  unased.  Put 
free,  i/l. 

New  Packet  of  Poetagf  Stampe. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMUH'S  FIVE-SHILLINO 
PACKET  of  LOC.U.  AMERICAN   POSTAGE  STAMPS.    Oontefai- 
Ing  ao  varieldee.    Poet  flrne,  8/1. 

Arme  and  Plage  for  Stnw^  Atbuma. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH  hare  just  received  a 
snpplv^  of  the  Arms  of  all  Nations  and  Flags  of  all  Nations,  qwctrntlr 
adapted  fbr  stamp  albums,  being  beautifkilly  emblaaacwed  in  gold  sad 
silver.    Priee  1/6  each  set:  post  firne,  1/7. 

lb  Foreigii  SUmp  and  Creel  CcOeeton. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  MONTHLY  CIR- 
CULAR fiir  November  will  be  aeotgralie  and  post  f^«e  to  any  addrcM 
on  appUcatian. 

The  Ckeapeet  ABmm  fbr  Create. 

STAFFORD   SMITH  &  SMITH'S  ONE-SHILUNO 
CREST  ALBUM.    Strongly  bound  in  fiin^  cloth  and  lettarad  oo 
aide.    Poet  tno,  1/2. 

AJtbwm  to  kold  1000  Crcett. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  HALF-A-CROWK 
OREST  ALBUM.    Bound  hi  whole  moroeeo  ralief.  and  ruled  to  eon- 
taln upwards  of  1000  create.    Post  trot.  2iS, 

AUmm  to  hold  2000  Creete. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  FOUR-SHILLWa 
CREST  ALBUM.     Half-bound  in  moroeeo,  and  ruled  to  contaia 
upwards  of  2000  croeta.    Post  free,  1/6. 

AWum  to  hold  2200  Creete, 

STAFFORD   SMITH  &  SMITH'S   SIX-SHILLING 
CREST  Al^UM.    Handsomely  bound  bi  moroeeo  niiet.  gUt  edges, 
and  ruled  to  contain  2200  crests.    Poet  free,  6/6. 

Album  to  hold  6000  Crr«ts. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  TWELVE-SHIL- 
LING  CREST  ALBUM.     Large  4to..  handsomely  bound  in  moRiece 
rrilef,  and  ruled  to  contain  upwards  of  6000  creete.    Poet  fb»e,  I^ 

New  Padmt  for  Greet  CaOectore. 

STAFFORD     SMITH     &    SMITH'S     SIXPENNY 
PACKET  of  ARMS.  CRESTS,  MONOGRA.MS,  fte.    Containing  20 
▼artetiee.    Relief  stamped  in  Ooloure.    Poet  tt»,  7d. 

Arme,  Creete,  4te.,  for  Albmrne. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH'S  ONE-SHILLING 
PACKET   of  ARMS,  CRESTS,  MONOGRAMS,   *c      Compftataf 
upwards  of  50  varieties.    Rdief  stamped  in  Colonn.    Poet  ttem,  1/1. 

Norn  JEtaody.  

STAFFORD  SMITH   &  SMITH'S   0NE-AND-8IX- 
PENNY  PACKET  of  ARMS.  ORESTH,  MONOGRAMS.  Ac    Oen- 
tainlng  100  varietiee.    Relief  stamped  in  Colours.    Post  free.  l/7. 

Cheap  Crttte  for  Goflsetors. 

STAFFORD  SMITH  &  SMITH  have  on  sale  a  large 
assortment  of  Arms.  Crests,  Monograms,  ite,,  beantifhlly  stamped 
in  Colours,  with  Names.    Priee  3d.  per  sheet ;  poatage.  Id.  extra. 

STAFFORD    SMITH   k   SMITH, 

Foreign  Stamp-aeHors  to 

His  Rotal  HinaNRRs  raa  Puxcb  5r  Ohan«k, 

Queen-square  House,  B^h. 


Thie  Magneitte  wUl  be  forwarded  regulariif  erery  month,  to  ang  pari  ef  tt« 
world,  on  receipt  of  the  omtwol  •Mtocr^toa  of  FOm  tfitittiem  ;  whkk  etsy  bi 
remitted  in  unueedpoetage  etampe  ofemaU  va'uee  current  in  tki  coumtrf  nblimte 
the  ori»r  ie  received. 

Stafford  SmiUi  S  SmWi,  Qu^en-equare  Houee,  Bath,  Bngbmd. 


Ce  Journal  eera  tranemie  toue  lee  mote,  dane  toutee  leepartiee  da< 
en  envofont  aux  Meeeieum  Smith  la  eoueeription  oamusnc  (h  frnneej,  en 
timbree'poete  nc^A  du  pajfM  d"  ou  vient  rordre. 

Sbifford  Smith  S  Smith,  Queen-equare  Houee,  Bath,  En^bmd. 


NOTICE.— Purthaeere  of  the  Staxp  CoLUBCToa'a  MaAMun  are  m- 
tiUed  to  receive  with  the  Mfa^  and  eueeeeding  number*  an,  unobHten^ei 
Foreign  or  Colonial  Poetage  Stamp,  TV  above  te  not  opfiieable  to  Smbeti  ibae 
reeiilent  in  Foreign  Gountriee ;  ae  the  Britieh  voetal  rtptAdiane  wiU  ue*  admit 
Ofung  entHoewre  being  eenX  in  a  regietered  puUwation  addreteed  ^road. 


London  :  Published  by  E.  MARLBOaocon  k  Co.,  4.  Ave  Maria  Iams  B.C. : 
and  STArroBD  Sxitb  ASmith,  The  Foreign  Stamp  and  Crest  Depot, 
QuAen-square  House,  Bath,  to  whose  eare  ell  Cfmtmnnloaliin'*  fior  tba 
Editor  are  to  be  addrisesed. 
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V*   Where  onljr  name  of  eotmtry  it  gtreo,  its  itoiDpa  we  Intended  to  be  Indicated. 


Abuses  of  the  Letter  Franking  system,  73 
Accumulation,  Extraordinary,  of  Postage  Stamps,  36 
Addenda  to  Mount  Brown's  Catalogue,  87,  99,  119,  138, 
161,  167  Of,,, 

Albany  Bazaar  Post-office  Stamp,  185 

Answers  to  Correspondents,  16,  32,  47,  63,  79,  96,  111, 

128,  144,  160,  176,  192 
Argentine,  72,  180;  forgid.  101;  new  series,  137 
Australian  Stamps,  Notes  on  the,  134 
Austria,  complementary  stamp,  48;   forged  Zoitimgf,  67; 

forged  head  of  Mercur)-,  ;9,  90;  174 

Baden,  39,  169;  Land-post,  101 ;    forged,  182,  183 

Bahamas,  9,  47 

Barbadoes,  48  ;  ralue  of,  80 

Barnard's  Carriboo  Express,  160 

Basle,  79,  181 

Bavaria,  forged,  91,  182;  envelope  essays,  149,  169 

Belgium,  89;  new  issues,  105;  essays,  121,  152,  169,  184 

Beigedorf,  4,  47;  forged,  67 

Blind  Letter-office,  117 

Bolivia,  Hand-stamp  of,  23 

Boyd's  CitT  Post,  57,  128 

Brazil,  179;  forged,  61,  153 

British  Guiana,  25,  179;  forged,  68,  91,  100,  155 ;  news- 
paper Btanip,  127,  143,  175 

British  Postal  Parcels  Stamp,  137,  153,  170 

British  Post  (The)  about  the  year  1780,  77 

Brown's  (Mount)  Catalogue,  Addenda  to,  87, 99,  119, 138, 
151,  167 

Brunswick,  154,  169;  envelope,  173;  forged,  183 

Buenos  Ayres,  64,  180,  188;  rarity,  153,  160,  185 

Caledonian  Newspaper,  153 

California,  169 

Canada,  153,  192;  buff  envelopes,  184;  local,  185 

Cape  of  Good  Hone,  16;  new  issue,  39, 120;  on  tinted 
paper,  191  ;  shilling  blue,  112;  fourpenny  black,  128 

CentaJ  Fair,  137,  175,  192 

Ceylon,  48,  136,  191 

Chili  Stamp,  head  on,  80,  180 

Chit-Chat  Postal,  77,  94,  109,  125,  142,  158,  173 

Confederate  States,  9, 40, 48,  73, 106;  blockade  stamp,  184 

ConneU  Essay,  25,  64,  89 

Corrientes  85,  136,  180;   city  of,  86 

Costa  Rica,  57,  72 

Continental  Stamps  and  Stamp  Countries,  Jabez  Jones's 
Beoollections  of,  97,  113,  129,  145,  161,  177 

Comf^ndence,  30,  46,  61,  78,  95,  111,  127, 143, 160, 173, 
lw8 ;  the  five  Rs  applied  to  postage  stamps,  30 ;  the 
Paraguayan  essay,  30 ;  the  Prince  Consort  essays,  31, 
46,  78,  95,  111,  127;  the  threepenny  New  Zealand 
•tamp,  31 ;  Mr.  Hussey  and  the  American  stamp 
usually  designated  » Bighead,'  31 ;  the  Editor's  reply 
to  Fentonia,  46 ;  the  portrait  on  the  Mexican  stamp, 
61;  how  to  prevent  the  sale  of  forged  stamps,  61; 
Dr.  Graj  on  tne  Prince  Consort  essays,  78 ;  Austrian 
and  Swias  itamp  forgeries,  79;  the  Holstein  stamp, 


Correspondence  continued : — 

79;  dealers'  black  list,  79;  the  Sydney  postage 
stamps,  79 ;  Mr.  Bum's  reply  to  Dr.  Gray  on  the 
Prince  Albert  essays,  95;  prose cution  of  stamp 
forgers,  HI;  questionable  stamps,  HI;  Oppcn's 
stamp  album.  111;  the  Britith  uuinna  newspaper 
stamps,  127,  143,  175;  the  Hamburg  locals,  128; 
about  essays  in  general,  143;  the  United  States' 
Liter.  Rev.  stamps,  143 ;  the  Livonian  stamps,  144  ; 
Brigham  Youngs  denial  of  the  existence  of  a  Mor- 
mon stamp,  144;  the  tenpenny  stamp  of  Van 
Diemen's  Land.  160  ;  reply  to  *Ko  Essays,'  160  ; 
an  uncatalogued  Buenos  Ayres  stamp,  160 ;  Pember- 
ton  on  essays,  &c.,  173 ;  Swiss  stamp  forgeries,  174 ; 
the  Central  Fair  stamps,  175;  McRobifh  &  Co.'s 
*Acupulco  and  San  Francisco'  stamps,  175;  the 
Hamburg  imitation  stamps,  176;  Pemberton's  cor- 
rections and  criticisms,  188;  the  Prince  Consort 
essays  again,  189;  concerning  essays,  189;  old 
Swiss  stamps  and  essays,  190;  impressions  on  blue 
paper,  191 ;  the  New  South  Wales  stamps,  191 ;  can 
forgers  of  stamps  be  prosecuted?  191;  the  i>enny 
Ceylon  adhesive  stamps,  191 ;  United  States  Central 
Fair  stamps,  192;  the  South  Germany  gulden  and 
the  Austrian  florin,  192 

Correspondents,  answers  to,  16,  32,  47,  63,  79,  96,  111, 
128,  144,  160,  176,  192 

Country  Postman,  The,  126 

Curiosities  of  the  Post  Bag,  126 

Current  Stamp  Forgeries,  67,  89,  100,  154,  182 

Danish  West  Lidies,  176 
Denmark,  105,  170;  forged,  155 

£g}'ptian  Postage  Stamps,  25 

EngUsh  envelope  stamp,  96,  149;   penny  adhesive,  104 ; 

on  blue  paper,  191 
Envelope  stamps.  Notes  on,  149 
Essays  in  general,  143 ;  meaning  of  the  word,  174 
Extraordinary  accumulation  of  postage  stamps,  36 

Finland,  121 ;  forged,  68,  155 ;  envelopes,  149 
Five  Rs  applied  to  Postage  Stamps,  30 ;  answered,  46,  62 
Forgeries,  Current  Stamp,  67,  89,  100,  154,  182 
France,  Ancient  Posts  of,  23;   Colonics,  25,  146;  1  fhinc 

green,  96;    essay,  105,  170;    bon-bon  stamp,   113; 

newspaper  stamp,  158 

General  Post  Office  at  Six  o'Clock,  38 
Geneva,  double  6  c,  62;  envelope,  80 
German  Prince-s  and  Postage  Stamps,  2 
Greece  (Essays),  73,  88,  114,  190;  forged,  155 

Hamburg,57, 73;  forged,  156,  176;  boten,  62,96, 112, 128; 

local,  121 
Hanover,  9,  112;  net-work  series,  105;  envelopes,  150; 

Bostelgfld-frei,  25,  168 
Histor)'  of  niv  Stump  Album,  1,  17,  33.  49,  65,  81 
History  of  Po'stal  Communications,  7,  23,  35,  69 
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Holland,  105,  136 

HoUtein,  57 ;  political  significance,  79 ;  new  issue,  105 

Hnmboldf  B  Express,  169 

India,  red  j^  anna,  6i ;  ditto  forged,  68 

Inside  the  rost-office,  26 

Ionian  Islands,  57 ;  postal  value,  176 

Italy,  9 ;   new  series,  32 ;  Segna  tassa,  80, 153 ;  essays, 

88;  old  issues,  122;  newspaper  stamps,  173;  forged, 

loo 

Jabez  Jones's  Beoollections  of  Continental  Stamps  and 

Stamp  Countries,  97, 113,  129,  145,  161,  177 
Japan,  13/ 
Jerusalem  Postage  Stamps,  158 

La  Guaira,  121,  137,  169,  184 
Lan^n's  Pioneer  Express,  160 
Liability  of  Postage  Stamps  to  Fraudulent  Bs-issue,  13 
Liberia,  115;  forged,  155 
Lines  for  The  Stamp- Collector' $  Mapazitu^  46 
Livonia,  10,  24;  geographical  position,  144;  new  issue, 
170,185  r  r         -»         » 

London  Parcels  Delivery  Company,  137,  144 

Lubeck,  4 ;  forged,  69 ;  new  issue,  73, 88 ;  4  sch.  black,  111 

Luxembun^,  19 

Luzon,  105;  obsolete,  184 

Magazine,  to  the  Toung  Readers  of  the,  29 

Mauritius,  24,  40,  160;  native  staoips,  110 

McRobish's  Acapulco  stamp,  73,  17  o 

Mecklenburg-Strelitz,  168 

Mexico,  portrait  on,  44,  61 ;   Aztec  posts,  70;  essays  for , 

104 ;  new  issue,  120;  names  stamped  on  side,  173 

Modena,  91,  112;  tassa  gazette,  155,  173 

Moldavia  and  Wallachia,  41,  51,  82,  106 

Monte  Video,  89,  180;  blue,  176;  diUgencia,  181 

Montreal,  local,  185 

Morality  of  Postage  Stamps,  92 

Morman  Stamp,  22;  its  realitv  denied,  144;  fac-simUe 
of;  169  .  -»        » 

Mulready  Envelope,  77,  80 

Nai>les,  32,  192 

National  Post-office,  131 

Nevis,  80 ;  device  explained,  93,  128,  143 ;  foiged,  155 

New  Brunswick,  10, 25,  128 

New  Caledonia,  137,  192;   engraving  of,  146;  forged, 

156;  more  discovered,  176 
New  Granada,  40,  180 
Newly-Issued  or  Inedited  Stamps,  9,  24,  39,  56,  71,  88, 

104,  120,  136,  152,  168,  179 
New  South  Wales,  121, 135,  170,  191 ;   envelop?,  186 
New  Zealand  Threepenny,  31 
Nicaragua,  Forged,  156 
Norway,  9 
Notes  on  the  Australian  Stamps,  134;  envelope  stamps, 

149;  the  first  series  of  Wow  South  Wales  postage 

stamps,  170;  additional,  185;    the  South  American 

stamps,  178 

Obsolete  Spanish  Stamps,  102 
Oldenburg,  139;  forged,  183 
Opening  Letters  at  the  Post-office,  14 
Oxford  Union  Society  Stamp,  96 

Paraguay,  30 

Parma,  Forged,  69 ;  second  issue,  149 

Pemberton  on  Essays,  173 

Penny  Poem  on  the  Penny  Post,  125 

Penny  Postage,  Early  Squib  on  the,  187 


Peru,  Ancient  Posts,  70;  stamps,  180 

Persian  Posts,  8 

Pleasures  of  the  Post-office,  123 

Polish  Envelope  Stamps,  185 

Pony  Express,  Forged,  91 

Portugal,  Bonna  Maria,  73;  Bon  Pedro,  112 

Postage  Stamp  Collecting  in  Italy,  121 

Postage  Stamps,  Morality  of,  92 

Postal  Chit-Chat,  77,  94,  109.  125,  142,  158,  173 

Postal  Communication,  Hist<H7'  of,  7,  2i3,  35,  69 

Postman,  The  Country,  126 

Post-office,  a  singular,  38;  inside  the,  26;  opening  let- 
ters at  the,  14;  our  national,  131;  pleasures  of  the, 
123;  the  general  at  six  p.m.,  38;  travelling,  10 

Prince  Consort  Essay,  9,  31 ;  engraving  of,  40;  discussion 
on,  46 ;  Dr.  Gray  on,  78 ;  Mr.  Bum's  reply,  95 ;  Dr. 
Gray's  rejoinder.  111;  Mr.  Bum's  secona  reply,  127 

Prussia,  48,  76,  128;  envelopes,  137,  150;  forged,  183 

Reception  of  the  Corrientes  Stamp  in  Paris,  85 

Reunion,  186, 192 

Reviews  of  Postal  Publications,  15,  29,  44,  75,  93,  109, 

124,  141,  157,  172 
Roman  Posts,  35;  stamps,  177 
Rowland  Hill,  Press  on  the  Retirement  of  Sir,  58 
Royal  Road  to  learning,  25 
Russia,  137;  inland  postage,  144;  eorelopea,  150 

Sandwich  Islands,  64,  80;   rare  13  cents,  160;   forged, 

101,  156 ;  new  issue,  153 
Sardinia,  32,  162 
Saxony,  156;  forged,  183 
Schleswig,  73  ;  Schleswig  Holstein,  57 
SicUy.  123;  for^,  101,  156 
Singular  Post-office,  38 
Sketches  of  the  Less-Known  Stamp  Countries,  4, 19, 41, 51, 

82,  106,  115,  139,  146 
South  American  Stamps,  Notes  on,  178 
Spain,  new  issue,  24,  40,  58 ;    old  issues,  102 ;    official, 

112;  forged,  69,  90;  envelope,  137;  queen  of,  178 
St  Helena,  73,  136 
St.  Lucia.  105 

Stamp  Album,  History  of  my^  1,  17,  33,  49,  65,  81 
Stamp  Collecting  and  its  Uses,  37 
Stamp  Collecting  not  a  Modem  Idea,  44 
Stamps,  Newly-Issued  or  Inedited,  9,  24,  39,  56,  71,  88, 

104,  120,  136,  152,  168 
Stamp  Forgeries,  Current,  67,  89,  100.  154,  182 
Standard  Guide  to  Postage  Stamp  Collecting,  15 
Stockholm,  Local,  48,  80 

Swiss  Stamps,  32;    forged,  175;    old  issues,  188,  190 
Sydney,  79 

Tahiti,  25 

Tasmania,  120,  136,  154;  tenpenny,  160 

Travelling  Post-office,  10 

Turkey,  48,  94;  local,  64 

Tuscany,  forged,  100,  111,  156,  170 

United  States,  bighead,  31 ;  blue  10  c,  48,  63;  essays, 
73,  152;  Inter.  Rev.,  143;  locals,  80 

Vancouver's  Island,  80 

Van  Diemen's  (Charles)  Local  Hamburg,  121 
Venezuela,  181 ;  new  issue.  9,  25,  73,  105 ;  forved,  156 
Victoria,  16;  sixpenny,  112,  192;  new  issue,  153;  black 

essay,  47 
V.  R.  Official,  32,  176 

Wurtemburg,  foi^ged,  89;  new  issue,  105;  envelopes,  166 
Western  Australia,  73,  135;  forged,  89;  pof orated,  160 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  MY  STAMP  ALBUM. 

INTRODUCTION. 

BfYSELF. 

'  Pitj  the  sorrows  of  a  lonely  man, 
With  books,  and  friends,  and  ample  means,  that  can 
Enjoy  himself,  and  lounge  about  the  town, 
And  reach  hia  lodgings  fearless  of  a  frown.* 

It  was  a  cold,  dark  niglit  in  December: 
without,  the  wind  moaned  in  fitful  gusts, 
and  the  slow,  steady  rain  beat  in  dreary, 
monotonous  cadence  on  my  window  panes ; 
bat  I  was  little  affected  by  either — the 
closely-drawn  curtains  shutting  out  the  gloom 
of  the  evening ;  and  a  clear,  bright  fire  defy- 
ing the  raging  of  the  elements. 

With  a  feeling  of  intense  comfort  and 
complacency,  I  glanced  round  my  warm, 
snng  bachelor's  room.  I  was  alone  in  the 
world,  having  lost  my  father  and  mother  in 
early  childhood.  My  bringing-up  and  edu- 
cation were  snperintended  by  a  cross,  selfish, 
and  misanthropical  old  uncle,  my  sole  relative, 
and  who,  as  soon  as  he  had  obtained  for  me 
a  lucrative  situation  as  clerk  in  Messrs.  Clark 
and  Thomson's  oflBce,  in  the  city,  washed  his 
hands  of  my  future,  and  left  his  only  nephew 
to  make  his  way,  unprotected  and  uncared 
for,  in  the  wide  world.  But  it  was  with  no 
very  keen  sorrow  at  my  lonely  condition, 
tliat  I  drew  my  chair  and  table  nearer  the 
cheery  wood  fire  on  this  cold  winter's  even- 
ing, and  set  myself  to  arrange,  for  the  hun- 
dredth time  at  least,  my  choice  collection  of 
stamps — placing,  replacing,  and  displacing 
them  in  my  pretty  russia-leather  album.  1 
tad  been  peculiarly  fortunate,  and  ranked 
amongst  my  collection  the  rarest  and 
choicest  specimens.  The  mania  had  just 
then  come  into  fashion ;  and  I  was  one  of 
the  most  ardent  and  devoted  votaries  of 
Timbfxnnanie, 


While  thus,  with  pleased  and  satisfied  eyes, 
gloating  over  my  treasures,  I  was  suddenly 
interrupted  by  the  abrupt  entrance  of  my 
former  school  friend,  Charles  Lawson,  who 
in  his  usual  impetuous  manner  rushed  up  to 
me,  shook  both  my  hands,  and  finally  threw 
himself,  breathless  and  exhausted,  into  the 
chair  opposite  mine.  Before  I  had  time  to 
collect  my  scattered  thoughts,  he  was  pour- 
ing forth  a  string  of  arguments,  entreaties, 
and  supplications,  the  sense  of  which,  after 
some  time,  I  managed  to  gather.  He  was 
going  with  two  or  three  mutual  acquain- 
tances to  see  the  Colleen  Barnn^  then  in  the 
zenith'  of  its  popularity,  and  afterwards  all 
were  to  adjourn  to  some  famous  oyster  rooms 
to  supper.  *  Would  I  be  of  the  party  ?  If 
so,  we  must  lose  no  time;  we  must  start 
directly.*  I  was  about  to  replace  my  album 
in  the  table  drawer  as  usual,  when  my  rest- 
less, impatient  friend  interrupted  me  by 
exclaiming : — 

'  Come  along,  old  fellow ;  don't  wait  to 
put  anything  away ;  I  am  off,  you  see.* 

Hastily  extinguishing  my  lamp,  I  followed 
Lawson,  who  had  by  this  time  nearly  reached 
the  street  door. 

CHAPTER   I. 

MY  LOSS. 

*  "  Madam  !  Fve  lost  my  album,  with  a  pack 

Of  choicest  postage  stamps.     Call  SuBan— Jack — 
Confound  it ! "     And  the  woman  cnes,  "  Alack  !    * 
If  Con  has  found  it,  perhaps  he'll  bring  it  back." ' 

It  was  long  after  midnight  before  I  returned 
home,  after  this  night  of  unusual  dissipation. 
I  was  far  too  tired  to  think  of  anything  but 
getting  to  bed  as  quickly  as  possible,  and, 
once  there,  I  fell  into  a  sound  and  dreamless 
sleep,  from  which  I  did  not  awake  until  the 
stroke  of  eight  tolling  from  St.  Clement's 
Church,  hard  by,   put   the  drowsy  god  to 
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flight ;  but  it  was  not  till  I  was  dressed,  and 
had  swallowed  my  hasty  breakfast,  that  I 
remembered  my  cherished  stamps,  so  care- 
lessly left  on  the  table  the  night  before. 
Glancing  round  the  room,  I  perceived  no 
vestige  of  my  album  !  Inwardly  cursing  my 
good  landlady's  officious  tidiness,  I  rang  the 
bell,  summoning  her  to  my  awful  presence. 
Vain  were  all  my  questions,  abjurations,  and, 
finally,  threats.  Mrs.  Matson  had  not  set 
eyes  upon  them  :  when  she  entered  the  room 
to  set  the  breakfast  the  table  was  empty. 
After  a  vigorous  and  prolonged  search,  I 
gave  up  the  stamps  as  lost,  and  consequently 
became  exasperated  and  furious.  I  raged 
and  stormed  in,  I  am  afraid,  a  very  ungentle- 
manly  way ;  but  the  woman's  tale  remained 
unaltered. 

'  I  had  been  shamefully,  disgracefully  rob- 
bed; I  would  not  remain  in  her  house 
another  day;  I  would  send  for  the  police; 
the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law  should  be 
employed  to  enforce  the  restoration  of  my 
cherished  property ;'  and  at  last  (oh  !  reader, 
tell  it  not  in  Gath),  blinded  by  passion  and 
anger,  I  took  my  weeping  landlady  by  her 
two  fat  shoulders,  and  pushed  her  violently 
out  of  the  room. 

'  The  bold,  impudent  creature  ! '  exclaimed 
I,  loudly  and  indignantly,  '  to  dare  to  stand 
there  and  face  me  out  that  she  knew  nothing 
of  the  extraordinary  disappearance  of  my 
stamp  album.  The  wretch  has  dared  to  cast 
a  covetous  eye — to  place  a  sacrilegious  hand 
on  the  joy  and  pride  of  my  heart ;  but  she 
shall  live  to  rue  this  day ;  I  will  sift  this 
matter  to  the  bottom  ;  I  will  leave  no  stone 
unturned  to  fathom  this  perplexing  mystery.* 

It  was  not  alone  the  loss  of  my  stamps, 
but  the  cloud  of  obscurity  which  enveloped 
their  disappearance,  which  provoked  and 
puzzled  me.  My  cunning  was  baffled;  I 
hated  to  be  mystified ;  and  I  also  hated  to 
find  my  penetration  at  fault. 

In  similar  wild  rhapsodies  and  absurd 
threats,  I  passed  the  ensuing  half-hour ;  but 
after  this  I  cooled  down  into  a  more  rational, 
sensible  ft*ame  of  mind ;  and  though  neither 
my  wrath  nor  annoyance  had  diminished,  I 
decided,  on  calmer  reflection,  to  let  the  affair 
rest  as  it  was,  until  I  saw  my  way  clearly  to 
the   solution   of  the   enigma;  and  I  deter- 


mined, if  the  robber  should  ever  prove  other 
than  my  poor  and  widowed  landlady  (which 
probability,  by  the  bye,  I  did  not  see  the 
slightest  chance  of),  it  should  be  *  war  to  the 
knife,*  as  the  Spaniards  say. 

There  were  several  other  lodgers  besides 
myself  in  the  house  at  the  time ;  but  as  my 
rooms  were  reached  by  a  private  staircase,  I 
had  never  come  into  contact  with  any  of 
them,  except  occasionally  exchanging  little 
mutual  civilities  with  a  young  accountant 
who  lived  on  the  floor  above  mine.  He  now 
and  then  borrowed  my  books,  and  sometimes 
lent  me  one  of  his ;  but  these  usually  passed 
through  Mrs.  Matson*s  hands  to  reach  their 
destination,  and  consequently  I  had  only 
seen  my  fellow-lodger  but  twice  or  thrice, 
and  knew  his  face  but  imperfectly. 

Carrying  into  immediate  execution  my 
avowed  and  fixed  resolve  to  leave  Mrs.  Mat- 
son,  I  quitted  her  house,  and  by  nine  o'clock 
the  same  evening  was  comfortably  installed 
in  some  small  but  quiet  and  respectable 
apartments  in  the  next  street. 
(To  he  contintied), 

GERMAN  PRINCES  AND  POSTAGE 

STAMPS. 

Our  readers,  mature  as  well  as  juvenile,  may 
be  interested  or  instructed  by  a  summary  of 
the  reigning  sovereigns  •at  present  com- 
posing the  Germanic  Confederation;  their 
titular  designations,  dates  of  birth,  and 
accession  to  power ;  and  the  postage  stamps 
employed  in  the  several  states,  with  their 
respective  periods  of  issue.  The  principal 
referential  authority  is  the  Saxe  Ootha 
Ahnaiiack  for  1863. 

EMPEROR. 

Francis  Joseph  I.,  of  Austria;  bom 
August  18th,  1830 ;  ascended  the  throne, 
December  2nd,  1848.  Austrian  stamps  iirst 
issued  New  Year*s  Day,  1852.  Jour  sets, 
both  for  letters  and  newspapers. 

KINGS. 

Frederick  William,  of  Prussia;  bom, 
March  22nd,  1797 ;  succeeded  his  brother, 
January  2nd,  1861.  Prussian  stamps, 
November  15th,  1850.     Four  issues. 

Maximilian  II.,  of  Bavaria ;  bora,  Novem- 
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ber  28tb,  1811  ;  sncceeded,  March  2l8t, 
1848.  Bavarian  stamps,  Jnne  5th,  1849. 
Three  issues. 

John,  of  Saxony;  bom,  December  12th, 
1811 ;  succeeded,  August  9th,  1854.  Saxon 
stamps,  June  22nd,  1850.  Five  types  for 
labels,  and  two  for  envelopes. 

William  I.,  of  Wiirtemburg ;  bom,  Sep- 
tember 27th,  1781 ;  succeeded,  October  30th, 
1816.  The  oldest  and  longest  reigning 
BOTereign  in  the  world.  Stamps  first  issued, 
October  7th,  1851.     Three  sets. 

George  V.,  of  Hanover :  bom.  May  27th, 
1819 ;  succeeded  his  father,  November  28th, 
1851.  First  stamp  issued,  November  30th, 
1^50.     Four  typos. 

•   GRAND-DUKES 

Frederick,  of  Baden;  bom.  Sept-ember 
9th,  1826 ;  succeeded,  September  5th,  1856. 
Issue  of  stamps,  May  1st,  1851.  Two  types, 
and  frequent  changes  of  colour. 

Louis  III.,  of  Hesse  Darmstadt;  bom, 
Jane  9th,  1806  ;  succeeded,  June  16th,  1848. 
Stamps  of  the  office  of  Thurn  and  Taxis, 
nnmerical  value  in  kreuzer,  issued  in  1850. 
Four  sets,  in  the  same  pattern,  but  with 
variation  in  colour  of  print  or  paper. 

Peter,  of  Oldenburg ;  bora,  July  8th, 
1827;  succeeded,  Febraary  27th,  1853. 
Started  stamps,  December  28th,  1851.  Five 
issues  of  different  devices  in  adhesives,  and 
two  in  envelopes. 

Frederick  William,  of  Mecklenburg  Stre- 
lite;  bom,  October  17th,  1823;  succeeded, 
July  18th,  1853.  In  this  grand-duchy  are  em- 
ployed those  stamps  of  the  office  of  Thurn 
and  Taxis  valued  in  silbergroschen,  of  which 
there  have  been  three  issues  of  similar 
pattern,  but  with  variations  in  colour  of 
impression. 

Frederick  Francis,  of  Mecklenburg  Schwe- 
rin;  bom,  February  28th,  1823;  succeeded, 
March  7th,  1842.  Issue  of  stamps,  both 
adhesive  and  envelope,  July  Ist,  1856.  One 
of  the  few  states  that  have  made  no  change. 

Charlits  Alexander,  of  Saxe  Weimar; 
horn,  June  24th,  1818;  succeeded,  July 
18th,  1853.  Silbergroschen  issue  of  Thurn 
and  Taxis. 

William  III.,  of  Luxembourg,  King  of 
Holland;  bom,  Febmary  19th,  1817;  suc- 


ceeded. May  17th,  1849.  First  issue  of 
stamps,  November  1st,  1852;  second,  Octo- 
ber 1st,  1859.  The  former  series  bore  the 
sovereign's  head ;  bat  since  the  partition  of 
the  grand-duchy  between  Holland  and  Bel- 
gium, the  arms  of  the  province  are  repre- 
sented on  the  stamps. 

dukes. 

Frederick,  of  Anhalt-Dessau-Cothen-Bem- 
burg;  bom,  October  1st,  1794;  succeeded 
to  the  government,  August  2nd,  1817.  The 
Prussian  stamps  are  used  in  this  duchy. 

William,  of  Brunswick ;  bom,  April  25th, 
1806;  succeeded,  April  25th,  1831.  Three 
issues  of  stamps,  varying  in  colour  only  : 
the  first  was  on  January  1st,  1851.  This 
state,  as  well  as  that  of  Mecklenburg  Schwe- 
rin,  makes  use  of  the  singular  contri>'ance  of 
a  stamp  in  four  compartments,  which  can 
be  cut  so  as  to  form  the  several  values  of 
4>  h  4»  ^^  ^  silbergroschen. 

Christian  IX.,  of  Holstein  and  Lauenburg, 
King  of  Denmark;  succeeded  his  cousin, 
November  15th,  1863.  The  succession  is, 
however,  disputed  by  Frederick,  Prince  of 
Augustenburg.  For  a  brief  period  during 
the  revolt  in  1850,  the  duchy,  in  unison  with 
Schleswig,  started  stamps  for  itself;  but  at 
present  those  of  Denmark  are  employed. 

Adolphcs,  of  Nassau ;  bom,  tfuly  24th, 
1817;  succeeded,  August  20th,  1839.  The 
kreuzer  series  of  Thurn  and  Taxis  stamps 
serve  for  this  duchy. 

Ernest  II.,  of  Saxe  Coburg  Gotha ;  bora, 
June  21st,  1818  ;  succeeded,  January  29th, 
1844.     Same  as  the  last. 

Ernest  Frederick,  of  Saxe  Altenberg; 
bom,  September  16th,  1826;  succeeded, 
August  3rd,  1853.  This  duchy  uses  the 
silbergroschen  issue  of  Thurn  and  Taxis. 

Bernard  Erich,  of  Saxe  Meiningen ;  bom, 
December  1 7th,  1800 ;  succeeded,  December 
24th,  1803.  Stamps  of  the  kreuzer  series 
of  the  Thurn  and  Taxis  office. 

PRINCES. 

John  Maria,  of  Liechtenstein ;  bom,  Octo- 
ber 5th,  1840;  succeeded,  November  12th, 
1858.  The  stamps  of  Austria  do  duty  in 
this  principality. 
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Paul  Leopold,  of  Lippe ;  bom,  September 
1st,  1827;  succeeded,  June  1st,  1851.  The 
stamps  used  are  those  of  the  silbergroschen 
issue  of  Thum  and  Taxis. 

Henry  XXII.,  of  Reuss  Greiz;  bom, 
March  28th,  1846:  succeeded,  November 
8th,  1B58.     Same  stamps  as  the  last. 

Henry  LXVIL,  of  Reuss  Schleiz;  bom, 
October  20th,  1 789 ;  succeeded,  June  19th, 
1854.     As  the  preceding. 

Adolphl'S,  of  Schaumburg-Lippe ;  bom, 
August  1st,  1807;  succeeded,  November 
21st,  1860.     As  before. 

Fhederick  Gunther,  of  Schwartzburg- 
Rudolstadt ;  born,  November  IGth,  1793; 
succeeded,  November  6th,  1814.     As  before. 

Gunther  Frederick  Charles,  of  Schwartz- 
burg  Sonderhausen  ;  born,  September  24th, 
1801 ;  succeeded,  September  3rd,  1835.  The 
stamps  of  Prussia  circulate  in  this  princi- 
pality. 

George  Victor,  of  Waldeck ;  bom,  Janu- 
ary 14th,  1831 ;  succeeded.  May  15th,  1845. 
The  Prussian  stamps  are  current  hero  also. 

In  addition  to  these  principalities,  without 
any  vote  in  the  Diet,  are  those  of  Birkenfeld, 
which  has  been  transferred  to  the  ducal 
house  of  Oldenburg  since  1817,  and  which 
employs  the  postage  stamps  of  Prussia ;  and 
those  of  Hohenzollem  Hechingen  and  Hohen- 
zollem  Sigmaringen,  since  1850  under  the 
solo  possession  of  Prince  Antony.  The 
kreuzer  stamps  of  Thum  and  Taxis  do  duty 
in  this  small  principality. 

LANDGRAVE. 

Ferdinand,  of  Hesse  Homburg;  bom, 
April  26th,  1783 ;  succeeded,  September  8th, 
1848.     Same  as  the  last. 

free  states. 

Frankfort,  emplojdng  those  of  the  kreu- 
zer series  of  the  oflBce  of  Thum  and  Taxis. 

Hamburg  has  half  a  dozen  stamps,  pub- 
lished January,  1859,  for  Holland,  England, 
and  transmarine  correspondence,  besides 
numerous  private  offices  employing  stamps 
similar  in  nature  to  those  of  some  of  the 
cities  of  the  United  States,  for  local  pur- 
poses. This  city  has,  moreover,  six  other 
post-offices ;  one,  using  the  stamps  of  Thum 
and  Taxis,  for  Belgium,  France,  Italy,  Spain, 


Switzerland,  and  South  Germany ;  a  second, 
employing  the  Prussian  stamps,  for  Prussia, 
Poland,  and  Russia ;  a  third,  the  Danish, 
for  Denmark;  a  fourth,  the  Swedish,  for 
Sweden  and  Norway  ;  a  fifth,  those  of  Hano- 
ver, for  Hanover;  and  lastly,  one  oding 
those  of  Mecklenburg,  for  that  country. 

Lubeck.  The  authonties  of  this  city  have 
given  forth  two  series  of  adhesive  postage 
stamps  ;  the  first,  on  New  Year's  Day,  1859 ; 
the  second  and  a  set  of  envelopes,  last  year. 
Like  Hamburg,  Lubeck  also  contains  addi- 
tional post-offices,  viz.,  one,  issuing  the 
stamps  of  Thum  and  Taxis;  and  another, 
those  of  Denmark. 

Bergedorf,  a  dependency  on  these  t\?o 
latter  cities,  gives  us  its  singular  and  once 
recherche  stamps,  first  issued  November  Ist, 
1861. 

Bremen  closes  the  list  with  half  a  dozen 
stamps,  of  elegant  and  various  designs,  the 
first  of  which  was  issued  April  4th,  1855. 

SKETCHES  OF  THE    LESS-KNOWN 
STAMP  COUNTRIES. 

BY     C.    W.    VINER,    A.M.,    PH.D. 

I.— ROMAGNA 

Having  previously  insisted  on  the  unfrivo- 
lous  nature  of  the  present  fast- increasing 
and  widely-spreading  taste  for  coUecting 
postage  stamps,  and  its  undoubtful  utility 
as  accessory  to  geographical  and  historical 
studies,  we  cannot  do  better  than  prove  our 
proposition  by  some  brief  notices  of  those 
countries  brought  more  prominently  before 
view,  by  the  rarity  or  singularity  of  their 
postal  emissions. 

The  subject  of  our  first  article,  for  up- 
wards of  twelve  centuries  the  appellation  of 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  fertile  tracts 
of  the  Garden  of  Europe,  were  we  to  launch 
out  into  any  extended  description  of  its 
geographical  features,  or  endeavour  to  depict 
a  tithe  of  the  stirring  events  occupying  its 
citizens  and  ennobling  its  cities  for  so  long  a 
period,  would  lead  us  to  trespass  far  beyond 
the  limits  prescribed  by  the  nature  of  our 
unpretending  publication.  Our  object,  then, 
is  to  afford  a  simple  outline  of  the  past 
and  present  stat^  of  the  district  under  con- 
sideration. 
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The  very  name,  Romagna,  will  probably, 
ere  long,  be  merged  in  one  united  Italy,  and 
preserved  from  oblivion  only  in  the  pages  of 
the  stamp-collector's  album.  This  immor- 
tab'ty  it  will  owe  but  to  the  emission  of  a 
few  postage  stamps,  whose  official  duration 
did  not  exceed  a  twelvemonth  ! 

The  term  Romagna,  bestowed  when  the 
Exarchates  fixed  their  residence  at  Ravenna, 
the  capital  of  the  region,  thereby  rendering 
it  a  second  Rome ;  and  that  of  Romandiola, 
hy  which  it  is  frequently  distinguished  by 
the  writers  on  the  middle  ages ;  appear  with 
very  singular  distinctness  to  identify  the 
same  portion  of  country  for  many  centuries 
of  history.  As  the  usual  and  extreme  boun- 
daries, may  be  taken  the  river  Po  on  the 
north,  and  the  Tuscan  Apennines  on  the 
Boath. 

We  remember,  last  summer,  being  ferried 
across  that  magnificent  river  at  an  uncon- 
scionably early  hour  in  the  morning,  owing 
to  the  antiquated  and  absurd  regulation 
prohibiting  the  entry  into  what  used  io  be 
Papal  territory  after  seven  o'tjlock  in  the 
evening.  This  obliged  ourself  and  com- 
panions to  post  from  that  very  uninteresting 
Anstri-Lombardo- Venetian  town,  Rovigo,  at 
two  in  the  morning,  to  avoid  sleeping  at  a 
most  dreary,  wretched-looking  place  on  the 
frontier,  rejoicing  in  the  name  of  Santa 
Hana  Maddalena. 

The  stamps  issued  in  1859  by  the  Pro- 
visional Gt>vemment  of  Romagna  not  only 
did  doty  in  that  part  of  the  revolting  pro- 
vinces of  the  legations  more  particularly 
included  in  the  terms  Romaciia  and  Roman- 
diola — the  inhabitants  of  which,  viz.,  those  of 
Bftvenna  and  Forli,  are  still  called  by  the 
Romans,  Romagnoli — but  in  the  remaining 
two  legations  of  Ferrara  and  Bologna. 

The  general  products  of  the  beautiful 
J^gion  represented  by  the  stamps  in  ques- 
"on  are,  wheat,  rye,  barley,  maize,  rice, 
l*«inp,  flax,  and  exquisite  fruits  in  abun- 
dance; delicious  peaches  and  nectarines 
i^ging  from  one  to  five  or  six  for  the  value 
of  an  English  farthing.  Vineyards  and 
ohveyai^  adorn  and  enrich  the  land;  the 
^ohacco  plant  is  largely  cultivated;  melons 
^d  chestnuts  abound ;  the  silks  and  sausages 


of  Bologna  are  well  known ;  and  the  fine 
bufifalos  of  Ferrara  are  magnificent  speci- 
mens of  the  live  stock  of  Italy.  The  forests 
of  oak,  cork,  ash,  and  elm  are  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  pictorial  and  fiscal  riches  of 
the  country;  and  the  fifteen  miles  of  pine 
forest,  part  of  which  now  lies  between  Ra- 
venna and  the  sea,  in  the  precise  spot  where 
the  fleet  of  mighty  Rome  once  lay  at  anchor, 
has  been  a  theme  for  the  descriptive  powers 
of  Boccaccio  and  Dante,  as  also  of  our  own 
Dryden  and  Byron. 

We  may  take  a  cursory  view  of  the  prin- 
cipal towns  of  the  region  under  notice,  before 
proceeding  to  touch  upon  its  general  history. 

Ravenna,  with  the  exception  of  the  re- 
mains of  the  wall  previously  alluded  to,  has 
few  Roman  antiquities  to  boast  of;  but  many 
of  the  churches  founded  in  the  early  days  of 
Christianity  are  objects  of  interest  to  the 
visitor.  Here  is  shown  the  tomb  of  the  wild 
and  wonderful  Dante;  and  here  Byron  re- 
sided some  considerable  time,  and  composed 
several  of  his  plays,  and  other  pieces,  in 
frequent  enjoyment  of  the  solitude  of  '  Ra- 
venna's immemorial  wood.' 

In  the  province  of  Ravenna  is  the  city  of 
Faenza,  once  the  great  depdt  and  place  of 
manufacture  of  the  celebrated  majolica  ware, 
or  faience  of  the  French. 

The  largest  and  most  populous  city  of  the 
Romagna  in  time  present  is  Bologna,  in 
which  are  at  least  a  hundred  churches.  The 
university  was  once  one  of  the  highest  rank 
in  Italy,  and  has  turned  out  many  fenuile 
professors  of  eminence.  The  wonderful 
Cardinal  Mezzofanti,  who  spoke  forty-two 
languages,  was  born  in  the  humbler  walks  of 
life  in  this  city.  The  two  leaning  towers  are 
curious,  but  frightfully  ugly.  The  colon- 
naded streets  are  both  handsome  and  con- 
venient as  shelter  from  sun  or  rain.  A 
colonnade,  three  miles  in  length,  leads  from 
one  of  the  city  gates  to  the  church  of  the 
Madonna  di  San  Luca,  at  the  top  of  a  very 
steep  and  lofty  hill.  The  fatigue  of  the  ascent, 
to  those  who  would  not  be  attracted  by  the 
famous  black  image  of  the  Virgin,  the  osten- 
sible lion  of  the  place,  is  well  repaid  by  one 
of  the  most  magnificent  views  not  only  in 
Italy  but  in  the  world. 
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Ferrara,  in  the  middle  ages  styled  *  Most 
Fortunate  City,*  and  *  Lady  of  the  Po,'  is 
sadly  shorn  of  its  medieeval  glories.  Its  grass- 
grown  street-s,  however,  will  ever  be  trod 
by  the  tourist  for  the  sake  of  a  view  of  the 
abodes  of  Aristo  and  Guarini,  and  the  prison 
of  the  gifted  and  unfortunate  Tasso.  It  is 
comparatively  modem,  dating  only  from  the 
5th  century.  It  was  for  some  ages  under 
the  dominion  of  the  house  of  D'Este,  till  it 
passed  to  the  Pope^s  authority  towards  the 
close  of  the  16th  century.     It  was  here  that 

'  Pinrisiiui  left  the  hall, 
But  not  to  list  to  the  waterfidl,* 

and  here  too  that  she  paid  the  penalty  of  her 
frailty  by  the  severance  of  her  beautiful  head 
from  her  body.  In  the  province  of  Ferrara, 
near  Certo,  is  a  small  village  in  proud  pos- 
session of  the  Assumption,  by  Guido.  In 
1797,  the  French  wished  to  obtain  possession 
of  the  prize,  but  the  brave  villagers  one  and 
all  rose  in  arms,  and  successfully  resisted  the 
attempted  brigandage. 

Forli  contains  the  town  of  similar  name  (a 
contraction  of  Forum  Livii),  founded  after 
the  battle  of  the  Metaurus,  and  named  after 
one  of  the  consuls  under  whom  Asdrubal 
was  defeated  there.  Its  citadel  is  one  of 
those  celebrated  for  its  heroic  defence  by  a 
woman,  Catherine  Sporza,  in  the  15th  cen- 
tury? In  this  province  is  the  Rubicon,  ever 
associated  with  the  name  of  Caesar.  In 
Rimini  still  stands  the  habitation  of  the 
wretched  Francesca,  for  ages  famous  or  in- 
famous in  Dante*s  Hell.  Rimini  is  celebrated 
also  as  the  spot  chosen  for  the  meeting  of 
the  council  held  by  the  Arians  and  Athana- 
sians  in  the  middle  of  the  4th  century,  which 
eventuated  in  the  drawing  up  and  promul- 
gation of  the  mysterious  and  much  disputed 
Athanasian  creed. 

The  history  of  the  provinces  of  the  Ro- 
magna  is  well  nigh  identical  with  that  of 
their  acknowledged  capital,  Ravenna.  This 
town,  although  one  of  the  most  ancient  in 
Italy,  is  little  noticed  by  historians  until  the 
Imperial  times,  when  conjointly  with  Misenum 
it  became  the  great  station  of  the  Roman 
fleet.  The  arch  of  the  Porta  Aurea,  still 
standing,  is  a  remnant  of  the  wall  built  by 
the  emperor  Tiberius. 

Honorius  the  First,  and  his  talented  and 


intriguing  sister  Placidia,  made  it  their 
residence,  and  after  them  numerous  less 
celebrated  occupiers  of  the  imperial  bed  of 
thorns. 

In  the  middle  of  the  5th  century  t^e  last 
Roman  emperor,  of  similar  name  to  the  first 
king,  was  banished  into  Apulia,  to  make  way 
for  one  who,  without  sufficient  reason,  figures 
aa  the  first  king  of  Italy,  as  he  never  pro- 
fessed to  assume  the  regal  power,  nor  were 
there  ever  coins  or  medals  struck  in  com- 
memoration of  him.  This  was  Odoacer,  who 
also  made  Ravenna  the  seat  of  his  usurped 
government,  as  a  sort  of  consul-general  of 
Rome. 

Towards  the  close  of  that  century,  the 
great  Ostrogoth,  Theodoric,  accompanied  by 
the  whole  of  his  tribe,  bringing  with  them 
their  wives,  children,  cattle,  and  even  furni- 
ture, advanced  towards  Ravenna;  and  having 
in  the  brief  space  of  four  years  subjected  all 
Italy  to  his  yoke,  entered  Ravenna  in  triumph, 
the  archhbi.shop  at  the  head  of  all  his  clergy 
meeting  him  as  if  the  chosen  emissary  of 
heaven.  Odoacer,  stripped  of  his  power, 
was  not  long  allowed  to  retain  life. 

Theodatus,  the  nephew  and  unworthy 
successor  of  Theodoric,  soon  terminated  both 
his  regal  and  mortal  existence.  Daring  his 
weak  rule,  the  emperor  of  the  East,  the  great 
Justinian,  had  sent  Beiisarius,  afterwards  as 
famous  for  his  misfortunes  as  for  his  prowess, 
to  attack  the  shattered  government  of  the 
West.  The  victoria  in  Italy  obtained  by 
him,  were  afterwards  consolidated  by  his 
successor  Narses,  who  was  rewarded  for  his 
conquests  with  the  title  of  Exarch  of  Italy; 
and  he  also  fixed  the  seat  of  his  rule  at 
Ravenna. 

For  upwards  of  two  hundred  years  more 
the  capital  of  Romagna  may  have  been 
considered  the  temporal  head  of  Italy,  and 
the  abode  of  a  long  line  of  Exarchs ;  till  in 
the  8th  century  it  fell  into  the  possession  of 
Astolphus,king  of  theLongobardi,  the  ancieat 
Lombards. 

He  was,  however,  eventually  obliged 
(although  it  proved  but  a  nominal  cession)  to 
yield  possession  of  his  territories  to  the  F&ptd 
See,  by  the  coercive  pressure  of  a  large  army 
of  Franks,  under  the  powerful  guidance  of 
'  little  King  Pepin  '  the  great. 
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From,  or  before  this  time,  there  is  inex- 
tricable conftisioii  between  the  temporal  and 
spiritaal  power  of  Rome  over  many  of  the 
chief  cities  of  Italy.  The  mistress  of  the  world 
was  supposed  to  have  included  Ravenna, 
Bologna,  Ferrara,  Ac.,  in  her  jurisdiction; 
but  they  were  virtually  each  a  species  of 
aristocratic  republic,  with  more  or  less  of 
surrounding  territory,  whose  supremacy  was 
disputed  for  by  the  most  powerful  existing 
Aunihes.  At  one  time,  the  infamous  Ceesar 
Borgia,  eSter  conquering  the  district  by 
treachery  more  than  force,  was  created  by 
his  father.  Pope  Alexander  the  Sixth,  Duke 
of  Romandiola ;  but  it  was  again  annexed  to 
the  papacy  by  his  successor  Julius  1 1. 

From  the  middle  of  the  15th,  till  the 
commencenient  of  the  16th  century,  the 
Venetians  were  lords  paramount  of  the 
Romagna.  After  that  the  French  possessed 
it  for  a  few  years,  and  then,  after  one  of 
those  numerous  anomalous  battles  they  claim 
to  have  tvon,  leaving  their  general,  Gaston  of 
Nemours,  and  20,000  men,  of  whom  a  large 
proportion  were  their  own,  lifeless  on  the  field 
of  battle,  they  made  a  dignified  retreat  from 
Italy.  A  few  years  afterwards  Ravenna  and 
its  surrounding  territory  were  again  restored 
to  the  Pope  by  a  treaty  signed  at  Bologna. 

This  last  named  city,  formerly  the  capital 
of  Northern  Etruria,  under  the  denomination 
of  Felsina,  under  which  name  it  is  mentioned 
bj  Livy,  was  colonized  by  the  Romans  B.C. 
189,  and  its  name  changed  to  Bononia.  It 
formed  part  of  the  Exarchate  of  Vienna 
under  the  Longobardi,  till  the  victories  of 
Pepin  transferred  it  to  the  Papal  power. 
The  Bolognese,  however,  stuck  by  their 
motto,  '  Libertas,*  and  proved  very  disobe- 
dient children  to  their  spiritual  father ;  con- 
stituting themselves  an  almost  independent 
republic,  and  their  city  the  virtual  capital  of 
what  we  understand  by  the  term  Romagna. 
In  the  13th  century  the  furious  contentions 
between  the  Guelphs  and  the  Ghibellines  so 
distracted  affairs  as  to  eventuate  in  the  sur- 
render of  the  inhabitants  to  the  Papal  au- 
thority. Bologna  was  made  the  capital  of  the 
Cispadane  Republic  by  the  gi*eat  invader, 
towards  the  close  of  the  past  century.  After 
his  overthrow  the  Pope  again  became  its 
master;  and  again,  both  in  1831  and   1848, 


the  spirited  Bolognese  boldly  but  abortively 
rose  in  insurrection,  each  time  quelled  by  the 
power  of  the  Austrian f. 

The  Romagnese  postage  stamps  of  1859, 
together  with  those  of  the  provisional  govern- 
ments of  Parma,  Modena,  and  Tuscany, 
preserved,  we  may  venture  to  anticipate,  for 
long,  long  years  in  the  pages  of  collectors' 
albums,  will  serve  like  medals,  as  the  proofs 
of  the  more  fortunate  termination  of  the 
struggle  for  freedom  in  recent  times. 

In  the  stamps  of  the  Romagna  can  be 
traced  the  downright  matter-of-fttct  character 
of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  district. 
They  are  totally  devoid  of  artistic  effect. 
Just  so  much  is  imprinted  on  them  as  to 
denote  their  use  and  value,  and  nothing  else ; 
and  they  bear  the  same  relation  to  the  other 
postage  stamps  of  Italy,  as  the  dialect  of 
Bologna  does  to  the  more  polished  ones  of 
the  North  or  South. 

For  some  time  eight  Romagnese  stamps 
only  were  known  to  exist ;  then  appeared  the 
6  baj.  and  more  recently  a  3  baj.  yellow,  the 
former  of  that  value  being  green.  This  latter 
is  possibly  merely  an  eSisay  or  modem  re- 
print ;  but  we  think  it  strange  that  a  7  baj. 
has  never  turned  up,  there  being  that  value 
in  the  corresponding  Papal  stamps.  The 
simplicity  of  the  engraving  of  these  indivi- 
duids  has  given  rise  to  several  imitations, 
some  of  which  are  extremely  difficult  to 
distinguish  from  the  genuine  specimens, 
which  are  so  rare  that  we  vainly  endeavoured 
to  procure  any,  used  or  unused,  from  any 
shop  or  post  office,  when  in  the  course  of  last 
summer  we  passed  through  the  territory  of 
the  Romagna. 

HISTORY  OF  POSTAL   COMMUNI- 
CATIONS.— I. 

BY  THE  EEV.  HENRY  H.  HlUlilNS,  M.A. 

When  by  the  simple  act  of  affixing  a  Queen's 
head  to  a  letter,  provision  is  made  for  its 
safe  transmission  from  one  end  of  the  king- 
dom to  the  other,  it  probably  seldom  occurs 
to  the  sender,  that  the  economy,  simplicity, 
and  efficacy  of  the  act  are  the  results  of  pro- 
gressive changes  which  have  been  brought 
about  during  the  lapse  of  centuries,  by  men 
who  have  bestowed  a  vast  amount  of  thought 
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and  labour  upon  the  investigation  of  the 
beat  means  of  facilitating  the  epistolary  cor- 
respondence of  the  public. 

When  a  thing  has  to  be  done  bj  millions 
of  people  in  the  course  of  a  single  day,  any 
one  who  will  show  how  it  may  be  done  more 
cheaply  and  expeditiously  is  a  benefactor  to 
the  community.  It  would  not  be  easy  to 
estimate  the  amount  of  good  tha^  has  arisen 
from  the  present  plan  of  the  penny  postage. 
In  con^mercial  transactions  the  advanti^ 
has  beep  very  great ;  and  the  business  cor- 
respondence of  the  country  has  increased  to 
an  extent  that  would  hardly  have  been 
credited  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  But  it 
is  in  quite  another  field  that  we  may  perhaps 
find  the  most  genuine  fruit  of  the  penny 
postage,  namely,  in  the  preservation  of  the 
intimacy  between  families  and  members  who 
have  left  the  paternal  home  and  gone  out 
into  the  world ;  in  friendships  more  firmly 
cemented ;  in  the  relief  of  anxious  hearts  by 
the  reception  of  unstinted  intelligence ;  and 
in  many  such  like  kindly  offices.  We  may 
fairly  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  epistolary 
arrangements  of  buying  and  selling  would, 
under  any  circumstances,  have  kept  pace 
with  the  commercial  progress  of  the  age ; 
but  it  is  very  different  with  those  more 
refined  obligations  which  arise  from  a  sense 
of  regard  for  the  memory  of  things,  and 
times,  and  individuals,  separated  from  us  by 
distance.  In  these  things,  the  removal  of  a  dif- 
ficulty is  equivalent  to  the  exerting  of  a  posi- 
tive influence ;  and  if  we  could  only  know 
the  amount  of  good  that  has  been  done,  for 
example,  in  the  present  year,  by  mothers 
hearing  from  daughters  '  ^one  to  service,* 
by  young  men  writing  to  their  old  school- 
masters, and  in  a  hundred  similar  ways, 
we  might  fairly  attribute  a  large  proportion 
of  this  good  to  the  promoters  of  the  penny 
post,  and  so  be  led  to  regard  our  little 
favourites,  the  postage  stamps,  as  drops  in 
a  stream  which  has  brought  relief,  comfort, 
refreshment,  and  even  new  life,  to  tens  of 
thousands. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  trace  the 
course  by  which  we  have  received  our  pre- 
sent facilities  for  correspondence ;  and  to  do 
this  in  an  orderly  manner  requires  that  in 
the  first  instance  we  should  take  a  glance  at 


the  state  of  things,  in  this  respect,  prevailing 
in  very  ancient  times. 

The  transmission  of  letters  by  special 
messengers  was  of  much  earlier  origin  thau 
the  estabhshment  of  posts  of  any  kind :  it 
is,  however,  probable  that  even  the  former 
method  of  communication  was  not  in  use 
much  before  1000  B.C.  The  first  letter  on 
record  had  a  most  unhappy  origin.  It  was 
undoubtedly  a  sealed  communication ;  for  it 
was  sent  by  King  David  to  his  commander^ 
in-chief,  Joab,  and  contained  an  order  for 
the  death  of  the  messenger.  About  the  year 
900  B.C.,  Naaman  was  the  bearer  of  a  letter 
from  the  king  of  Syria  to  the  king  of  Israel 
Something  like  the  organization  of  a  baud  of 
letter  carriers  seems  to  have  b^n  effected 
before  the  year  700  B.C. ;  for  in  the  days  of 
Hezekiah  '  the  posts  went  with  the  letters 
from  the  king  and  his  princes  throughout 
all  Israel.'  It  is,  however,  questionable 
whether  this  implies  more  than  the  employ- 
ment, for  the  occasion,  of  a  number  of  private 
messengers ;  more  especially  because  in  the 
earliest  plans  for  postal  arrangements  the 
term  '  posts '  is  applied  not  to  the  messen- 
gers, but  to  the  stations  between  which  the 
messengers  ran. 

Much  concurrent  testimony  ascribes  to 
the  Persians  the  first  use  of  posts.  Dio- 
dorus  Siculus  relates  that  on  certain  great 
lines  passing  from  various  portions  of  the 
Persian  kingdom  to  the  royal  court,  stations 
were  made,  and  towers  built,  on  which  were 
placed  sentinels,  *  who  gave  notices  of  public 
occurrences  from  one  to  another  with  a  very 
loud  and  shrill  voice ;  by  which  means  news 
was  transmitted  to  the  court  with  great 
expedition.*  But  it  is  evident  that  no 
secrecy  could  be  preserved  with  respect  to 
intelligence  thus  transmitted.  To  remedy 
this  inconvenience,  Cyrus,  as  Xenoph on  tells 
us,  greatly  reduced  the  number  of  the  sta- 
tions, and  changed  those  which  remained 
into  places  for  the  reception  of  couriers,  who 
rode  on  swift  horses ;  each  courier  bearing  a 
dispatch  which  he  delivered  up  to  the  officer 
at  the  next  station,  who  in  turn  forwarded 
it  in  like  manner. 

These  stations  in  course  of  time  became 
the  nuclei  of  dwellings,  and  even  of  villages 
or  towns ;  all  the  inhabitants  of  which  were 
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Bnbject  to  the  regulations  of  the  etation,  and 
were  h'able  to  be  impreB«ed,  together  with 
their  horsea  and  all  their  poMetwionH,  into 
the  service  of  the  king's  coariera  or  Aiigari. 
Hence  the  expression  in  St.  Hatthew, '  Wfao- 
soever  shall  compel  (Angarise)  thee  to  go 
a  mile,  go  with  him  twain.'  An  amnaing 
account  of  one  of  these  Angarii  in  more 
recent  times  is  given  bj  Colonel  Campbell. 
'As  soon  as  he  stopped  at  a  caravanserai, 
he  immediately  called  lostil;  about  him,  in 
the  Dame  of  the  'sultan  demanding  fresh 
horses,  victuals,  &c.,  on  the  instant.  The 
terror  of  this  great  man  operated  like  magic ; 
nothing  conld  exceed  the  activity  of  the 
men,  the  briskness  of  the  women,  and  the 
terror  of  the  children.  But  no  qnickness  of 
preparation,  no  effort,  conld  satisfy  the 
Angaiy;  be  would  exhibit  his  power  in  a 
still  mora  striking  point  of  view,  and  fell  to 
b^bonring  them  with  his  whip,  and  kick- 
ing them  with  all  hia  might.'  Any  one 
of  our  weU-condncted,  hnsiness-like,  quick- 
footed  postmen  in  the  present  day  would  be 
not  a  little  astonished  if  such  an  aitgari/were 
btroduced  to  him  as  the  representative  of 
his  official  ancestors. 

STAMPS    NEWLY    ISSUED,    OB 

FIRST  DESCRIBED. 

This   present    New    Tear's   Day    haa  been 

appointed  as  the  date  of  the  pnbtic  issue  of 

the  new    series   of  stamps   for   Italy,  fnlly 

I  described     >»  _  _ 

our     number  S  11 

fur  November  D  a 

We      present  I  I 


I  with     engra-  B  El 

I  vings   of   the  II  Ul 

"  jonmal      and  '  " 

one  of  the  letter  stamps.  The  envelopes  for 
Bavaria,  as  well  afi  those  of  Denmark,  have 
been  notified  for  issne  the  same  day,  but  we 
have  not  yet  seen  them. 

Another  set  of  stamps  for  Venezuela  has 
come  over  by  the  last  mail.  The  values  are 
the  same  as  those  of  the  two  former  series  of 
small  stamps,  bnt  the  size  nearly  corresponds 
with  the  later  issue.  They  are  printed  in 
colonr  on  white.  The  device  is  an  eagle 
bearing   thunderbolts, —  as  far  as   we   con 


make  out,  having  examined  cancelled  speci- 
mens only  ; — this  is  enclosed  in  a  circle.  On 
the  top  of  the  stamp  is  printed,  FeiJeracUm ; 
and  below  the  circle,  VenexoluHa.  The  value 
is  at  the  bottom, — tnedio  real,  w»  Teal,  do« 
realeg.  The  colours  respectively  are  yeUow, 
blue,  and  green. 

We  this  month  give  representations  of  the 

I_  green  Baha-  , 
■  mas  shilling, 
I  and  the  red 
I  2  cents  of  the  I 
B  Confederate 
n  States  — the 
Sj  latter  bearing  I 
"  the  head  of 
President  Andrew  Jackson,  well  known  in 
his  time  by  the  designation  of '  Old  Hickory.' 
It  is  strange  that  the  foreign  collectors 
seem  to  have  such  a  considerable  amount  of 
informal  ion  on  the  subject  of  British  postage 
stamps.  When  on  the  Continent  laat 
summer,*  we  were  more  thim  once  asked 
for  the  essays  with  the  head  of  Prince 
Albert.  We  ourselves  had  never  heard  of 
them,  bnt  they  have  lately  emerged  from 
obscurity.  It  seems  that  one  or  two  sheets 
only  were  printed  off  for  specimens,  but  never 
adopted.  Theyarein  two  colours,  black  and 
red.  The  general  appearance  of  the  stamps 
is  that  of  the  common  penny  ones,  and  the 
likeness  evidently  represents  His  Royal 
Highness,  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  since. 

We  have  also  bad  in  our  possession  a 
resnscitated  envelope  stamp  of  the  earliest 
issue  of  Hanover.  The  paper  is  yellow, 
bordered  with  a  neat  black  device ;  post- 
horn  in  each  comer ;  and  the  words,  BesleU- 
geld-frei  on  the  top,  bottom,  and  sides.  On 
the  lett  hand,  towards  the  bottom  comer,  is 
— hand-stamped  in  green — a  post-hom  in  a 
circle,  and  BesUWjdd-frei  also  around  it.  On 
tbe  folded  side  is  an  inscription,  defining  the 
limits  of  the  circulation  of  the  stamp  and 
the  price  at  which  they  could  i 
be  bought  at  tlie  post-office, 
viz.,  four  guten-groBchen 


An  engraving  of  one  of  the  .i 
new  stamps  of  Norway  is  sub- 
joined, ' 

A  German  magazine  describes  and  figures 
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a  new  stamp  as  emanating  from  Livonia.  It 
is  similar  in  form  and  design  to  the  rest  of 
the  Russian  stamps.  The  inner  oval  is  green, 
without  any  device  or  inscription.  The  rest 
of  the  stamp  is  filled  in  with  a  minute  pattern 
in  rose  colour.  On  the  top  is  Briefmarke,  and 
beneath,  Wendenschen  Kreises.  No  value  is 
-marked.  We  have  seen  the  stamp,  but 
think  the  absence  of  monetary  denomination 
and  of  the  Russian  arms  rather  suspicious. 
The  same  magazine  mentions  also  two  other 
stamps  as  new,  one  of  which  we  have  seen 
for  sale  occasionally  these  eighteen  months 
or  more,  though  it  has  never  been  recog- 
nized in  any  catalogue.  They  are  horizon- 
tally oblong.  One  is  covered  with  a  minute 
pattern  in  green,  and  the  other  in  rose-colour. 
The  latter  has  Briefmarke  des  Wendenschen 
KreiseSy  and  the  former,  Packenmarke  dee 
Wendenschen  Kreises,  in  black  print. 

We  have  just  received  from  New  Bruns- 
wick a  2  c.  orange.  The  design  of  the  stamp 
is  similar  to  that  of  the  current  5  c.  and  10  c. 
We  understand  also  that  a  new  series  and 
some  new  values  for  Van  Diemen*s  Land  are 
on  the  point  of  being  issued ;  and  that  the 
next  emission  of  Brazilian  stamps  will  bear 
the  emperor's  head,  instead  of  the  'sweet 
simplicity  '  of  the  present  device. 

THE  TRAVELLING  POST-OFFICE. 

We  must  ask  our  readers  to  follow  us  in 
imagination — as  they  would  have  some  diffi- 
culty in  doing  so  in  propria  persond — on  a 
journey  in  the  travelling  post-office,  which 
we  propose  making,  entirely  for  their  benefit. 
The  railway  mail-service,  which  has  been 
gradually  developing  itself  during  the  last 
twenty  years,  has  now  assumed  gigantic  pro- 
portions: year  by  year  the  estimates  for 
conveying  mails  by  railway  have  largely 
increased,  with  a  corresponding  decrease  in 
the  expenses  for  their  means  of  conveyance. 
The  railway  post-office,  applied  at  firat  to 
one  or  two  of  the  trunk  lines  diverging  from 
the  metropolis,  is  now,  or  shortly  will  be, 
extended  to  every  considerable  line  of  rail- 
way in  the  kingdom ;  and  by  means  of  differ- 
ent junctions  throughout  the  country,  an 
admirable  adjustment  is  maintained  between 
every  large  district  in  the  kingdom.  The  suc- 
cessful working  of  this  post-office  machinery. 


as  well  as  the  immunity  it  enjoys  frx)m  seri- 
ous derangements,  is  due  in  great  measure 
to  the  absence  of  the  ordinary  railway  traffic 
during  the  time  chosen  for  the  conveyance 
of  mails.  This  traffic  disposed  of,  and 
ordinary  business-hours  over,  the  serious 
work  of  the  post-office  in  our  largest  towns 
may  be  said  to  commence ;  and  through  the 
long  night,  a  score  or  two  of  iron  horses  are 
whirling  through  space,  besides  an  immense 
amount  of  finished  work  securely  sealed  up, 
a  couple  of  hundred  officials  of  different 
grades,  busily  engaged  in  all  the  varions 
operations  incident  upon  the  reception  and 
despatch  of  the  national  correspondence. 

The  railway  post-office  proper  comprises 
a  number  of  divisions  or  sections,  and  these, 
generally,  are  named  from  the  locality 
through  which  they  extend ;  as  the  Bangor 
and  Leeds  Division,  the  Carlisle  and  Perth 
Division.  These  divisional  parts  have  dis- 
tinct officers  allotted  to  them,  the  number 
regulated  by  the  amount  of  work  to  be 
performed.  The  length  of  the  divisions— 
the  extent  of  one  of  which  forms  a  post-office 
journey — varies  slightly,  averaging  about 
170  miles ;  the  average  length  of  time  taken 
to  perform  the  journeys  being  between  five 
and  six  hours.  It  may  be  imagined  that  a 
proper  control  of  this  vast  machinery  of 
operations,  with  its  scattered  staff  of  officials, 
will  be  difficult ;  but  the  efficient  working  of 
the  whole  is,  nevertheless,  thoroughly  and 
promptly  maintained.  The  entire  direction 
of  the  travelling-officers  rests  with  the  mail- 
office  at  St.  Martin *8-le-Grand,  presided  over 
by  an  inspector-general  of  mails,  with  a 
deputy,  and  to  which  office  is  attached  a 
considerable  staff  of  clerks.  The  connecticm 
between  the  different  branches  of  the  travel- 
ling-office and  the  controlling-office  in  Lon- 
don is  kept  up  by  a  number  of  travelling 
mail-inspectors. 

Suppose  we  are  at  one  of  the  many  termini 
of  railway  operations — the  hour  close  upon 
midnight — and  that  time  is  up,  and  we  have 
just  jumped  into  the  travelling  post-office  to 
commence  our  duties. 

Imagine,  then,  a  railway-carriage,  some- 
what larger  than  an  ordinaiy  saloon-carriage, 
about  twenty-two  feet  long,  and  as  wide  and 
spacious  as  the  railway  arrangements  will 


Jan.  1, 1864.]         THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


n 


allow.  Seen  from  the  outside,  the  large, 
heavily  painted,  windowless  vehicle  looks 
more  as  if  intended  for  the  conveyance  of 
her  Majesty's  horses  than  her  Majesty's 
mails ;  the  roof,  however,  covered  with  glass 
or  delicate  wire-gauze,  and  other  contri- 
vances, forming  an  admirable  plan  of  venti- 
lation,  soon  convinces  you  that  it  is  intended 
for  some  description  of  the  getius  Jumw,  It 
is  night,  yon  remember,  and  the  inside  looks 
warm  and  cheerM  with  its  row  of  bright 
burning  moderator  lamps — to  which  the  old 
globular  lamp  let  into  the  office  from  the 
ceiling  is  fast  giving  place — contrasting 
strongly  and  pleasantly,  as  far  as  we  are 
concerned,  with  the  dimly  lighted  station, 
through  which  the  cold  night-air  is  rushing. 
The  reader  must  abstain,  however,  from 
imagining  anything  like  luxury  in  the  inter- 
nal fittings ;  everything  there  is  requisite  for 
accomplishing  the  work  in  hand,  but  there 
is  no  provision  for  any  kind  of  indulgence ; 
and  spacious  as  the  place  seems,  there  would 
not  be  found,  by  looking  narrowly,  a  single 
foot  of  spare  room.  Along  the  whole  length 
of  one  side  of  the  carriage,  and  encroaching 
materially  upon  its  width,  a  number  of  tiers 
of  boxes  are  arranged  for  the  sorting  oper- 
ations ;  the  smaller  ones  for  the  letters,  and 
the  larger  ones  in  the  centre  of  the  office, 
more  like  shelves,  for  the  newspapers  and  all 
that  vast  variety  of  articles  forwarded 
according  to  the  rules  of  book-post.  Eveiy 
available  inch  of  space  is  covered  witn 
upright  wooden  pegs,  in  recesses  made  in 
the  carriage-sides,  upon  which  are  hung  the 
hags — made  of  canvas,  with  the  names  of 
towns  legibly  painted  upon  them — to  be 
used  in  the  course  of  the  journey.  These 
recesses,  as  weU  as  the  ends  of  the  office,  are 
well  padded  over,  to  secure  the  safety  of  the 
officers. 

The  work  has  begun :  a  pile  of  bags,  one 
from  each  considerable  town  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, has  been  thrown  into  the  office; 
one  of  the  clerks  is  busy  opening  them,  and 
the  rest — each  standing  opposite  to  a  distinct 
set  of  boxes,  labelled  with  the  names  of 
diflferent  towns  on  the  route — are  rapidly 
sorting  away  the  letters  that  have  been 
handed  to  them  from  the  bags.  The  clerks 
look  rather  sleepy,  and  this  is  natural  enough, 


for  the  hour  is  a  drowsy  one,  and  half  the 
world  is  dozing;  but  the  feeling  is  only 
momentary,  merely  the  result  of  a  patient 
watching  for  train-time.  The  work  feirly 
started,  they  soon  warm  with  it,  and  the 
scene  becomes  one  of  animation  and  a 
pleasant  enough  sort  of  excitement,  till  every 
bundle  is  cut  open,  and  the  letters  composing 
them  are  disposed  of  in  the  boxes.  The 
sorting  finished,  there  is  at  once  a  movement 
among  the  clerks,  as  they  busy  themselves 
in  collecting  from  the  different  boxes  all  the 
letters  that  have  been  received  for  the  bags 
about  to  be  dispatched  at  the  first  station ; 
the  examination  of  them  is  careful  or  more 
hurried  just  as  the  time  allows ;  the  letters 
are  then  tied  up  in  packets  in  the  sharp, 
decisive  way  long  practice  makes  so  easy; 
and  the  bags  are  tied,  sealed,  and  ready  for 
delivery  just  as  the  train  is  brought  to  a 
stand.  Here  the  bags  are  given  out ;  fresh 
supplies  are  received  from  three  or  four 
towns  in  the  immediate  district,  and  we  are 
again  on  our  journey,  and  in  our  second 
stage.  The  bags  received  are  at  once 
opened ;  the  same  round  of  sorting,  collect- 
ing, examining,  is  gone  through;  the  same 
process  of  despatching  for  the  next  and  all 
subsequent  postal  stations  is  repeated,  just 
as  we  have  described. 

During  this  our  second  stage,  and  before 
we  stop  again,  we  pass  two  or  three  important 
towns:  not  being  among  our  great  centres 
of  population,  however,  they  are  not  import- 
ant enough  for  the  mail-train  to  do  them  the 
honour  of  stopping ;  so  other  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  them,  and  the  exchange 
of  letter-bags  is  effected  by  machinery  whilst 
the  train  is  progressing  at  its  usual  speed. 
This  ingenious  contrivance  deserves  a  word 
in  passing,  especially  as  it  is  now  being 
called  more  and  more  into  requisition.  We 
will  just  step  out  into  the  adjoining  van  over 
the  iron  gangway  that  connects  it  with  the 
post-office  carriage.  The  guard  is  looking 
out  for  the  familiar  object,  such  as  bridge, 
river,  or  cluster  of  trees,  by  which  he  tells 
his  whereabouts  with  almost  mathematical 
precision.  Whilst  he  is  busy  finding  his 
position,  we  will  take  the  time  to  explain 
that  the  machinery  is  arranged  so  as  to 
secure,   simultaneously  in  most  cases,  both 


12 


THE  stamp-collector's  MAGAZINE.        [Jan.  1,  1864. 


the  receipt  and  the  dispatch  of  bags.  For 
the  purpose  of  receiving  bags,  a  large  strong 
net  is  fixed  to  one  side  of  the  van,  to  be 
drawn  down  at  the  proper  moment;  and 
close  to  the  door,  on  each  side  of  it,  securely 
fixed  to  the  carriage,  are  hollow  iron  bars, 
inside  each  of  which,  working  by  means  of  a 
rope  and  pulley,  an  iron  arm  is  fixed,  upon 
which  the  bags  to  be  delivered,  securely 
strapped  in  a  thick,  leathern  pouch,  are 
suspended ;  and  where  the  exchange  has  to 
be  effected  at  the  station  we  are  nean'ng,  the 
arrangements  are  just  the  counterparts  of 
this.  A  net  is  spread  to  catch  each  pouch 
from  the  extended  arm  of  the  carriage,  and 
pouches  are  hung  from  iron  standards  in  the 
ground  of  sufficient  height  for  the  net  in  the 
train.  The  operation  itself  is  just  commenc- 
ing :  the  door  is  pushed  back  into  the  groove 
in  which  it  works,  and  then  the  guard, 
touching  a  spring  that  holds  up  the  net,  it  is 
loosened  from  its  supports,  and  projects  over 
the  carriage-sides ;  the  iron  arm,  acting  on 
its  pulley-rope,  is  drawn  round  into  the 
carriage,  where  the  pouch  is  rapidly  fastened 
to  it  by  means  of  a  catch  or  spring — but  in 
such  a  manner  that  a  touch  from  the  net- 
apparatus  at  the  station  will  bring  it  off* — 
and  then  let  down,  remaining  by  virtue  of 
its  own  weight  at  right  angles  to  the  door. 
A  moment  of  waiting,  and  then  all  the 
machinery  acts  its  assigned  part  properly; 
the  pouch  disappears  from  the  arm,  or  arms 
(if  the  bags  have  been  heavy  enough  for  both 
to  be  used),  with  a  whack ;  the  latest  arrival 
lands  in  our  net  with  another ;  and  all  is  over 
and  quiet  as  before.  We  mean,  of  course, 
comparative  quiet,  as  much  as  is  possible  amid 
the  din  and  endless  rattle  of  a  train  speeding 
away  at  the  rate  of  forty  miles  an  hour.  We 
make  our  w^ay  back  into  the  other  carriage, 
the  guard  bringing  with  him  the  treasures 
we  have  watched  hun  pick  up  by  the  wayside : 
and  these  bags  opened,  and  contents  sorted 
off*  in  the  orthodox  way,  we  are  at  the  end  of 
another  stage. 

Here,  evidently,  comes  the  tug  of  war.  We 
have  arrived  at  one  of  the  principal  mail- 
junctions  in  the  kingdom,  and  an  immense 
number  ofbags  is  waiting  our  arrival.  These 
bags  have  been  brought,  somewhat  earlier 
on,  by  other  mail-trains  arranged  to  effect  a 


junction  with  us;  and  these,  in  their  turn, 
have  met  with  other  trains  running  across 
the  country  in  transverse  directions.  Bags 
from  towns  near  and  towns  remote,  with 
letters  for  places  all  along  our  line  of  route, 
as  well  as  letters  just  passing,  in  transUt^^ 
from  this  office  to  some  other,  are  here  stowed 
in,  till  we  can  scarcely  find  standing  space. 
The  work,  however,  is  resumed  with  more 
energy  than  ever,  and  it  is  surprising  how 
soon,  by  persistent  activity,  we  come  to  feel 
comfortable  again.  The  necessity  there  is 
for  a  certain  amount  of  work  being  accom- 
plished at  a  certain  point,  acts  as  a  spur  upon 
us,  and  we  feel  the  working-spirit  of  the 
office  has  to  be  exerted  to  its  fnllest  extent. 

The  country  through  which  we  are  now 
travelling  is  only  thinly  supplied  with  towns, 
and  consequently,  the  number  of  letters 
received  into  the  office  is  much  smaller.  Thp 
clerks  produce  from  their  hiding-places  under 
the  blue-cloth  covered  counter  a  round  kind 
of  swing-seat  attached  to  it,  which  turns 
outside  ingeniously  upon  a  swivel,  and  for 
some  time  are  seated  at  their  work.  We 
talce  advantage  of  this  break  in  the  character 
of  the  duty  to  observe  more  closely  the 
various  letters  that  the  clerks  are  examining. 

That  the  office  is  conducted  on  the  most 
approved  democratic  principles,  is  a  fact 
patent  to  any  onlooker.  The  same  sort  of 
variety  that  marks  Society,  here  marks  its 
letters:  envelopes  of  all  shades  and  sizes; 
handwriting  of  all  imaginable  kinds,  written 
in  all  shades  of  ink,  with  every  description 
of  pen ;  names  the  oddest,  and  names  the 
most  ordinary,  and  patronymics  to  which  no 
possible  exception  could  be  taken.  Here  is 
an  envelope  stamped  with  the  escutcheoned 
signet  of  an  earl;  another,  where  the  wax 
has  yielded  submissively  to  the  initials  of 
plain  John  Brown;  and  another,  plastered 
with  cobblers*  wax,  with  an  impression  that 
makes  no  figure  in  Debrett,  and  which, 
indeed,  bears  undeniable  evidence  of  having 
been  manufactured  with  hob-nails!  They 
are  all  mingling,  for  a  few  hours  at  any  rate, 
in  common  fellowship — tossed  about  in  com- 
pany, honoured  with  the  self-same  knocks  on 
the  head,  sent  to  their  destination  locked  in 
loving  embrace,  and  sometimes,  in  the  case 
of  the  cobbler^s,  exceedingly  difficult  to  part 
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at  all.  Some  of  the  addresses  are  amasing 
in  their  ambiguity;  some  are  absolutely 
blundering;  some  say  too  little,  others  too 
much ;  some  give  the  phonetic  system  with 
ffutUce  prepense,  others,  because  it  is  nature's 
own  rendering,  and  they  have  never  known 
school;  in  all  which  cases,  the  work  of 
examination  is  necessarily  deliberate,  hesitat- 
ing, or  slow. 

We  are  at  our  destination  at  last ;  with  a 
feeling  of  dreamy  wonder  that  something  has 
not  happened  to  us;  that,  considering  the 
noise  and  the  whirl,  our  brain  is  not  tied  up 
in  a  knot  somewhere  in  the  head,  instead  of 
only  swimming ;  and  that  our  tjrmpanum  is 
not  permanently  fi'actured.  Dusty,  hungry, 
tired,  sleepy,  we  hurry  through  the  streets, 
with  the  day  just  breaking. 

Of  course,  this  post-oflBce  machinery, 
necessarily  in  some  parts  so  delicate,  is  very* 
liable  to  derangement,  does  get  out  of  order, 
and  has  to  depend,  as  we  said  at  the  com- 
mencement, to  a  great  extent  on  the  proper 
carrying  out  throughout  the  country  of  an 
infinite  number  of  railway  arrangements. 
This  was  clearly  seen  during  the  last  severe 
winter,  when  delays  were  almost  of  daily 
occurrence,  and  accidents  frequent.  It  is 
scarcely  possible,  however,  that,  so  far  as 
prospective  arrangements  can  be  made  for 
changing  seasons,  we  shall  have  a  repetition 
of  the  failures  and  delays  of  last  winter. 
Railway  accidents  are  fruitful  sources  of 
discomfiture  to  the  post-office  department. 
It  is  surprising,  however,  how  fortunate  the 
majority  of  mail-trains  have  been  in  the 
immunity  they  have  hitherto  enjoyed  from 
serious  calamities  of  this  nature.  When  any 
such  calamity  does  overtake  them,  it  very 
seldom  happens  that  the  post-office  arrange- 
ments suffer,  except  on  the  particular  journey 
wherein  the  accident  occurred.  Fresh  sup- 
plies of  men  and  materiel  are  summoned  with 
a  speed  that  would,  or  ought  to,  surprise 
some  other  commissariat  departments,  and 
the  work  proceeds  as  if  the  equilibrium  had 
never  been  disturbed. 

Reader,  you  have  doubtless  read  our  paper 
impatiently ;  you  don't  like  the  way  the  post- 
office  is  managed;  you  never  did,  in  fact, 
since  you  lost  that  last  letter  of  yours, 
containing  a  coin  or  something  else  of  value, 


and  couldn't  get  it  back  by  demanding  it 
of  the  secretary !  You  haven't  faith  in  us 
post-office  officials,  and  long  for  some  rival 
establishment — spirited  individuals  to  take 
the  matter  up,  and  get  the  monopoly 
squashed!  In  the  meantime,  never  send 
such  letters  through  the  post  in  this  way 
again.  Pray,  remember  that  in  all  large 
departments  there  will  always  be  some  few 
liable  to  temptation,  and  who  will  not  take 
pains  to  resist  it.  As  the  Money-order 
Office  was  established  on  purpose  to  meet 
your  case,  we  ask  you,  in  the  name  of  the 
ninety-nine  honest  men,  not  to  tempt  the 
hundredth,  who  will  have  sins  enough  to 
answer  for  some  day ! 

But  you  are  Indignant  that  a  certain  letter 
you  ought  to  have  had  is  not  to  hand  at  the 
proper  moment.  However,  just  think  how 
many  letters  you  do  get,  which  come  to  your 
desk  as  true  as  the  needle  to  the  pole ;  just 
listen  to  the  old  gentleman  yonder,  as  he 
tells  how  long  the  same  business-letter  from 
the  old-established  house  used  to  be  in  arriv- 
ing, and  what  was  paid  for  it  when  it  did 
arrive ;  above  all,  pray,  think  of  the  travelling 
caged  officials — those  wingless  birds  of  the 
post-office — and  of  what  they  go  through  o' 
nights  in  order  that  you  may  have  your  letter 
or  your  newspaper — posted  yesterday  in  some 
quiet  comer  of  the  country,  four  hundred 
miles  away — with  your  buttered  toast  at 
breakfast  in  town ! — Chambers's  Journal. 

LIABILITY  OF  POSTAGE  STAMPS  TO 
FRAUDULENT  RE-ISSUE. 

Op  the  possibility  of  a  conversion  of  a  con- 
siderable proportion  of  the  old  postage 
stamps  into  a  condition  to  pass  any  but 
the  closest  and  most  inconvenient  scrutiny 
of  the  sorters  and  stampers  of  the  post  office, 
and  the  probability  of  large  numbers  being 
thus  fraudulently  re-used,  we  have  recently 
received  positive  proof,  from  specimens  before 
us,  some  of  which  have  actually  been  posted, 
and  in  the  ordinary  course  delivered  at  their 
respective  addresses.  The  processes — for 
there  are  more  than  one — of  obviating  the 
cancelling  marks  are  simple  and  effective; 
several,  we  are  informed,  having  been  so 
transmitted  by  way  of  experiment  through 
th^  post  office,  after  due  warning,  without  a 
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single  failure,  and  subsequently  forwarded  as 
evidence  to  the  authorities,  by  a  pre-arrange- 
ment  with  the  Secretary  of  the  General  Post 
OflBice,  whose  sanction  was  previously  ob- 
tained by  our  informant.  This  discovery,  it 
is  explained  to  us,  was  the  result  of  a  sus- 
picion entertained  by  the  experimenter  of 
the  true  motive  of  the  persevering  coUectors 
of  old  stamps  in  such  large  and  unlimited 
quantities,  the  pretence  for  which,  for  a  long 
period,  has  been  unintelligible  upon  any  other 
reasonable  hypothesis  than  a  fraudulent  object. 
That  this  investigation  will  lead  to  an  im- 
proved method  of  defsucing  the  stamp,  we 
cannot  doubt.  To  what  extent,  during 
several  years,  the  revenue  may  thus  have 
suffered,  it  would  be  useless  to  speculate, 
but  we  may  reasonably  infer  that,  where 
fraud  is  deemed  impossible  and  the  letter- 
sorters  rendered  unsuspecting,  a  safe  busi- 
ness in  this  petty  species  of  forgery  has  been 
carried  on  by  the  initiated  to  an  amount  in 
the  aggregate  which  may  have  been  material, 
since  it  applies  no  less  to  the  larger  denomi- 
nations of  postage  stamps  than  the  lowest ; 
whilst,  under  detection  and  pubHc  exposure, 
the  offence  is  one  which  will  have  been,  by 
its  impunity,  in  all  probability,  quietly 
spreading  by  communication  among  the  dis- 
honest.— Qlohe. 

[The  above  extract  from  the  Ohbe^  kindly  forwarded 


by  a  correspondent,  we  think  worth  reprinting ;  but  are 
of  opinion  that  a  true  stamp  collector  would  no  more 
think  of  such  low,  mean,  petty  forgery  than  the  post- 


)inion  that  a  true  stamp  collector  would  no  more 
i  of  such  low,  mean,  pet 
master-general  himself; — £d.] 

OPENING  LETTERS  IN  THE  POST- 
OFFICE. 

The  poHtical  correspondence  in  the  reign  of 
George  III.  affords  conclusive  evidence  that 
the  practice  of  opening  the  letters  of  public 
men  at  the  post-office,  was  known  to  be 
general.  We  find  statesmen  of  all  parties 
alluding  to  the  practice,  without  reserve  or 
hesitation,  and  entrusting  their  letters  to 
private  hands  whenever  their  communica- 
tions were  confidential. 

Traces  of  this  discreditable  practice,  so 
fisir  as  it  ministered  to  idle  or  malignant 
curiosity,  have  disappeared  since  the  early 
part  of  the  present  century.  From  that 
period,  the  general  correspondence  of  the 
country  through  the  post-office  has    been 


inviolable.  But  for  purposes  of  police  and 
diplomacy — to  thwart  conspiracies  at  home, 
or  hostile  combinations  abroad — ^the  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  continued,  until  our  own 
time,  to  issue  warrants  for  opening  the 
letters  of  persons  suspected  of  crimes,  or  of 
designs  injurious  to  the  state.  This  power, 
sanctioned  by  long  usage,  and  by  many 
statutes,  had  been  continually  exercised  for 
two  centuries.  But  it  had  passed  without 
observation  until  1844,  when  a  petition  was 
presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  from 
four  persons — of  whom  the  notorious  Joseph 
Mazzini  was  one — complaining  that  their 
letters  had  been  detained  at  the  post-office, 
broken  open,  and  read.  Sir  James  Graham, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  denied  that  the  letters 
of  three  of  these  persons  had  been  opened  ; 
but  avowed  that  the  letters  of  one  of  them 
had  been  detained  and  opened  by  his  war- 
rant, issued  under  the  authority  of  a  statute. 
Never  had  any  avowal,  from  a  minister, 
encountered  so  general  a  tumult  of  disappro- 
bation. Even  Lord  Sidmouth's  spy  system 
had  escaped  more  lightly.  The  public  were 
ignorant  of  the  law — though  renewed  seven 
years  before — and  wholly  unconscious  of  tiie 
practice  which  it  sanctioned.  Having  be- 
lieved in  the  security  of  the  post-office,  they 
now  dreaded  the  betraval  of  all  secrecy  and 
confidence.  A  general  system  of  espionage 
being  suspected,  was  condemned  with  just 
indignation. 

Five-and-twenty  years  earlier,  a  minister — 
secure  of  a  parliamentary  majority — having 
haughtily  defended  his  own  conduct,  would 
have  been  content  to  reRise  further  inquiry, 
and  brave  public  opinion.  And  in  this 
instance,  inquiry  was  at  first  successftilly 
resisted;  but  a  few  days  later,  Sir  James 
Graham  adopted  a  course,  at  once  significant 
of  the  times,  and  of  his  own  confidence  in 
the  integrity  and  good  fiuth  with  which  he 
had  discharged  a  hateful  duty.  He  proposed 
the  appointment  of  a  secret  committee,  to 
investigate  the  law  in  regard  to  the  opening 
of  letters,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  had  been 
exercised.  A  similar  committee  was  also 
appointed  in  the  House  of  Lords.  These 
committees  were  constituted  of  the  mo§t 
eminent  and  impartial  men  to  be  found  in 
parliament ;  and  their  inquiries,  while  elicit- 
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ing  startling  revelations  as  to  the  practice 
entirely  yindicated  the  personal  conduct  of 
Sir  James  Graham.  It  appeared  that  foreign 
letters  had,  in  early  times,  been  constantly 
searched,  to  detect  correspondence  with 
Rome,  and  other  foreign  powers;  that  by 
orders  of  both  Houses,  during  the  Long 
Parliament,  foreign  mails  had  been  searched ; 
and  that  Cromwell's  Postage  Act  expressly 
anthorised  the  opening  of  letters,  in  order 
*to  discover  and  prevent  dangerous  and 
wicked  designs  against  the  peace  and  welfare 
of  the  commonwealth.'  Charles  II.  had 
interdicted,  by  proclamation,  the  opening  of 
any  letters,  except  by  warrant  from  the 
Secretary  of  State.  By  an  Act  of  the  9th 
Anne,  the  Secretary  of  State  first  received 
statutory  power  to  issue  warrants  for  the 
opening  of  letters;  and  this  authority  had 
been  continued  by  several  later  statutes  for 
the  regulation  of  the  jx)st-ofBce.  In  1783,  a 
similar  power  had  been  entrusted  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  In  1722,  several 
letters  of  Bishop  Atterbury  having  been 
opened,  copies  were  produced  in  evidence 
against  himi,  on  the  bill  of  pains  and  penal- 
ties. During  the  rebellion  of  1745,  and  at 
other  periods  of  public  danger,  letters  had 
been  extensively  opened.  Nor  were  war- 
rants restricted  to  Uie  detection  of  crimes  or 
practices  dangerous  to  the  state.  They  had 
been  constantly  issued  for  the  discovery  of 
forgery  and  other  offences,  on  the  application 
of  the  parties  concerned  in  the  apprehension 
of  offenders.  Since  the  commencement  of 
this  century,  they  had  not  exceeded  an 
annual  average  of  eight.  They  had  been 
issued  by  successive  Secretaries  of  State,  of 
every  party,  and  except  in  periods  of  unusual 
disturbance,  in  about  the  same  annual  num- 
bers. The  public  and  private  correspon- 
dence of  the  country,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  practically  enjoyed  complete  secu- 
rity. A  power  so  rarely  exercised  could  not 
have  materially  advanced  the  ends  of  justice. 
At  the  same  time,  if  it  were  wholly  with- 
drawn, the  post-office  would  become  the 
privileged  medium  of  criminal  correspon- 
dence. No  amendment  of  the  law  was 
reconmiended ;  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
retains  his  accustomed  authority. — May*8 
Hisiary  of  Engla/nd. 


REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Standard  Guide  to  Postage-Stamp  Collecting, 
By  Bellars  &  Davie.  London :  John 
Camden  Hotten. 

*  Whoe'er  expects  a  faultless  work  to  see, 
Expect*  what  uever  was,  nor  is,  nor  is  to  be.' 

This  time-honoured  distich  holds  good  for 
all  human  handiwork,  postage-stamp  cata- 
logues not  excepted.  Those  at  present  pub- 
lished, having  each  its  own  peculiar  excel- 
lency and  compensating  defect,  the  best  and 
safest  advice  we  can  give  to  the  ppstage-stamp 
collector  is,  to  invest  a  trifle — and  a  very 
small  sum  will  sufiice — in  all  of  them,  and 
thus  obtain  the  need^  and  accessible  in- 
formation desired. 

The  work  under  review  is  unexceptionable 
in  the  quahty  of  the  paper,  clearness  of  print, 
and  elegance  of  the  ornamental  cover,  adorned 
with  the  portraits  of  a  number  of  the  rarer 
stamps  in  their  natural  colours.  For  the 
good  efiect  of  this  latter  feature  the  names 
of  Day  &  >Son  are  ample  guarantees. 

This  publication,  moreover,  affords  an 
addition  to  the  quantum  of  scientific  know- 
ledge directly  or  indirectly  attainable  by  means 
of  the  study  of  postage  stamps.  We  aJlude  to 
a  species  of  memoria  teehtiica,  which  a  com- 
plicated table  of  characters  and  figures  affords 
the  possessor  of  it  an  opportunity  of  learning 
and  applying  to  obtain  an  acquaintance  with 
the  shape  and  comparative  rarity  of  the 
stamps  he  possesses  or  desires. 

This  insight  into  the  marketable  value  and 
scarcity  of  postage  stamps  is  a  new  feature 
in  books  on  the  subject ;  and  though  neces- 
sarily in  a  great  measure  approximative  only, 
a  stamp  of  exceeding  rarity  at  one  time 
(witness  the  5  reis  Queen  of  Portugal,  for 
example)  becoming  pretty  generally  attain- 
aUe  when  the  great  demand,  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  political  economy,  eventuates 
in  the  supply. 

The  compilers  of  the  work  adopt  Dr. 
Gray's  plan  of  placing  England  and  her 
colonies  first,  and  other  countries  with  their 
dependencies  in  alphabetical  order.  This 
arrangement,  when  carried  out  in  albums, 
tends  to  weary  the  eye  with  an  almost  inter- 
minable series  of  queen's  heads,  in  more  than 
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three  dozen  varieties  of  representation.  We 
much  prefer  the  geographical  adaptation  in 
Moens'  stamp  album. 

The  separation  of  private  offices  and  proofs 
from  the  main  body  of  the  volume  is  a  novel 
and,  in  some  respects,  convenient  improve- 
ment, though  open  to  objection,  as  marring 
the  simpUcity  of  the  catalogue.  Having 
gone  so  far,  it  would  have  been  advisable  to 
make  a  further  separation,  placing  the  locals 
apart  from  the  proofs.  We  may  remark, 
incidentally,  that  the  authors  have  con- 
founded proofs  with  essays.  In  the  former 
category  may  be  placed  the  24  c,  30  c,  and 
90  c.  of  the  United  States,  besides  numerous 
others  (as  those  of  Cuba,  not  noticed  in  the 
book)  ;  and  in  the  latter,  the  three-halfpenny 
English,  the  stamps  intended  for  Para- 
guay, Ac. 

The  issues  of  stamps  follow  each  other  so 
fa^t  that  no  catalogue  can  possibly  keep  up 
with  them  ;  we  cannot  therefore  be  surprised 
at  the  absence  of  the  new  emissions  of  Hong 
Kong,  Jamaica,  the  Mauritius,  envelopes  of 
Austria  and  Venetia,  Italy,  Hanover,  <fec. 
The  exact  words  of  the  inscription  on  the 
stamps  is  greatly  conducive  to  facility  of 
identification ;  and  the  uncouth-looking  words 
denoting  the  Swedish  values,  and  the  queer 
characters  on  the  Moldavian,  Russian,  and 
Polish  individuals,  copied  without  error, 
demonstrate  the  extreme  care  with  which 
the  work  must  have  been  got  up.  There 
are  but  two  errata  noted  for  correction ;  one 
of  which,  we  submit,  is  scarcely  an  error, 
the  word  being  so  spelt  on  the  stamp. 

The  index  and  money  table  appended  will 
be  found  very  convenient ;  but  in  some 
instances  the  equivalent  values  in  English 
currency  are  decidedly  incorrect.  Under 
Germany,  southern  division,  15  kreuzer  are 
represented  as  worth  tenpence  English, 
and  in  Bavaria  and  Baden  25  kreuzer  are 
made  equivalent  to  sixpence-halfpenny ;  the 
former  instance  exaggerating,  and  the  latter 
depreciating  their  actual  value,  which  is 
about  3  to  a  penny.  The  peso  of  Buenos 
Ayres  is  valued  at  four  shillings  and  two- 
pence, in  lieu  of  about  twopence-three-fiar- 
things.  It  is  the  peso  of  Brazil  which  corres- 
ponds in  value  with  the  American  dollar. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

S.  L.  B.,  Southemhay,  Exeter. — Tour  widi  u  attended 
to  in  the  present  number. — ^Your  previous  communication 
was  acknowledged  in  that  for  November. 

C.  £.  P.,  Maiden  Bradlev. — Your  stamp  is  now  obscdete. 
It  was  a  local  for  Stockholm. 

LuDOVicus. — We  incline  to  your  oninion  that  our 
newspaper  stamps^  since  the  rep^  of  tneir  duty,  bein^ 
exclusively  for  their  prepajrment,  are  admissilMe  into 
stamp  albums. — We  have  never  seen  such  a  stamp  as  the 
one  you  mention. — ^The  impress  on  the  several  paper 
stamps  of  Natal  is  alwa3r8  the  same  sixe,  but  there  is 
more  or  less  of  the  marnn  left  after  cutting. 

B.  D.  K.,  Malta. — ^Tne  Austrian  stamps  you  describe 
must  be  essays.  We  have  never  met  with  their  like. — 
Your  black  Victoria  sixpenny  cannot  be  genuine.  The 
essay  of  that  value  is  a  fac-simile  of  the  blue,  bein^  of 
course  printed  from  the  same  die. — We  have  never  had 
an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  fedse  with  the  gmuine 
half-anna  India  of  1854. 

R.  Meldrum,  Glasgow. — Your  black  twopenny  Englijih 
has  the  evident  remains  of  blue  on  its  surface.  We  fancy 
same  extraneous  cause  altered  the  colour  to  what  it  is. — 
The  forged  stamp  of  the  isle  of  Reunion,  of  which  yon 
send  a  six'cimen,  is  openly  sold  as  fictitious  by  continental 
dealers;  the  real  stamp  being,  as  vou  say,  almost  un- 
attainable. You  will  see  Iwth  the  Reunion  stampA 
alluded  to  as  reproduced  in  the  Sept3mber  number  of 
the  magazine. 

J.  Y.,  Leicester. — ^Your  stamp  is  one  of  the  latest  series 
of  Austrian  postage  stamps,  all  of  which  we  fully  described 
BO  long  ago  as  in  our  number  for  August  — ^Ve  ^ould 
imagine  a  stamp,  value  one  dollar,  sold  for  ninepence, 
about  as  genuine  as  the  sovereigns  that  may  be  bought  in 
the  city,  near  Fenchurch  Street,  for  one  shilling. — ^The 
blue  and  lilac  of  the  present  issue  of  Denmark  have 
dotted,  the  green  and  brown  wavy  grounds. — The  pink 
two  annas  India  is  now  ont^f  use.— We  have  never 
heard  where  the  Victoria  stamps  are  executed.  We  agrve 
with  you  that  the  present  sixf^nny  is  a  hideous  specimen 
of  colonial  taste.  The  new  fourpenny  is  a  great  improve- 
ment.— The  August  number  of  the  magazine  contained 
the  green  3  pfennige  of  the  new  issue  for  Saxony.  Some 
amateur  postman  must  have  helped  himself  to  it  in  its 
transit. 

G.  H.  S.,  Exeter. — The  sixpenny  Victoria,  just  alluded 
to,  is  mentioned  in  Mount  Itrown's  catalogue  for  1862, 
third  edition.  Our  addenda  to  his  catalogue  notices  the 
variations  in  colour  of  the  blue  threepenny. 

C.  B.  McLaren.— There  are  shilling  stamps  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  three  colours, — dark  green,  emerahi 
green,  and  what  the  ladies  call  the  new  green. 

P.  H.  J.,  Grammar  School,  Boston. — Your  Spanish 
stamp,  which  is  almost  a  fac-simile  -of  the  genuine 
impression,  apparently  comes  from  the  cover  of  a  packet 
of  sweetmeats. 

W.  v.,  Carlisle. — ^The  telegraph  stamps  can  scarcely  be 
re^rded  as  postage  stamps.— Our  December  number  con- 
tains a  notincation  of  the  intended  annual  publication  of 
the  magazine,  with  title-page  and  index. 

Ignoramus. — The  rea  penny  Victoria,  with  letters  in 
each  corner,  exists  at  present  as  a  ^ecimcn  only.  We 
suppose  it  will  be  issuea  as  soon  as  the  stock  on  hand  fails. 

S.  S.  B.,  Stoke  Newington  Road. — The  printing  on  the 
back  of  your  Canada  beaver  shows  it  to  nave  been  cut 
from  the  pages  of  some  periodical. — ^Your  Tuscan  is  four 
crazie,  not  one.  It  appears  genuine,  but  is  of  a  paler 
green  than  usual. 
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CHAfTER  II. 
CHANGE   OF   SCtNE. 

*The  coutrast  mark : — 
Without,  the  verdure  of  a  princely  park, 

The  glorious  aunspf,  and  tht*  ])ci*fuiued  air, 
In  vain  allure  the  vntarit^  of  play : 
Within, — dull  mimics  of  the  solar  rav — 

Aromid  the  tables  lights  unnatural  flare, 
While — health,  and  time,  and  money  thrown  away — 
Youthful  and  manly  enereies  decay, 

And  reign  triumphant  Fury  and  Despair.* 

TiMK  passed  on.  A  year  and  a  half  had 
slipped  away  on  fleet  wings.  I  was  rapidly 
rising  in  my  profession,  and  now  head  clerk 
in  the  firm  which  I  had  first  entered  as  a 
raw,  untutored  country  lad.  High  in  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  my  employers,  my 
salary  was  large  enough  to  meet  all  my 
wishes,  and  I  had  a  prospect  held  out  of 
eventually  becoming  a  partner. 

I  was  still  unmarried,  though  my  years 
counted  some  two  or  three  over  thirty  ;  but 
my  celibacy  was  owing  to  the  simple  reason, 
that  I  had  never  seen  anyone  who  came  up 
to  the  standard  of  female  perfection  which  I 
expected  in  my  wife — the  fiiture  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Sotherby. 

In  my  dmly  journeys  to  and  from  the 
office,  I  occasionally  met  my  former  land- 
lady. She  always  dropped  a  respectful 
and  deprecating  courtesy.  I  but  slightly 
returned  her  civihty :  the  robbery  of  my 
precious  collection  still  rankled  in  my  breast ; 
and  mv  animosity  against  my  injurer  had 
not  softened  or  diminished  with  the  months 
that  had  elapsed  since  its  loss. 

About  this  time  I  was  entrusted  by  my 
employers  with  a  confidential  mission  to  the 
gay  and  fitshionable  watering  place  of  Wies- 
baden, which  would  in  all  probabihty  cause 
me  to  be  absent  from  my  native  country  for 
some  time. 

It  was  the  height  of  the  season  when  I 
•rrived  in  this  lively  town,  at  just  the  most 
festive  and  brilliant  time  of  the  year  ;  and  I 
was  soon  plunged  into  all  the  dissipation 
within  my  reach.  I  frequented  the  faro 
tables,  but  merely  as  a  spectator ;  gambling 
had  ever  been  distasteful  to  me,  both  on 
principle  and  inclination. 

One  evening  when,  attracted  by  the  un- 
QBual  interest  of  the  game,  I  had  stayed  later 


than  was  my  custom  in  one  of  the  pubHc 
rooms,  a  young  man,  who  by  his  tall,  manly 
figure,  hght  flaxen  hair,  and  blue  eyes,  1 
concluded  at  once  to  be  a  fellow-countryman, 
abruptly  and  hastily  entered  the  room,  and, 
approaching  the  table,  played  for  some  time 
carelessly  and  recklessly.  I  watched  his 
excited  movements  with  keen  attention. 
His  face  seemed  certainly  familiar  to  me; 
and  I  repeated  to  myself  that  I  had  seen 
before  those  clear-cut  features,  and  the  high, 
white  brow,  with  the  rich  masses  of  shining, 
feir  hair  tossed  back  in  wild  concision.  I 
was  confident  I  had  heard  before  the  deep 
bass  tones  of  that  ringing  voice.  Chancing 
to  look  up,  the  young  man's  eye  caught 
my  inquiring  glance.  It  instantly  fell;  ho 
turned  deathly  pale  ;  and  afler  this  played 
more  desperately,  more  carelessly  than  ever ; 
and  his  losings  now  becoming  considerable, 
with  a  furious  oath  he  dashed  his  hand  vio- 
lently on  the  table,  and  left  the  saloon. 

AU  that  night,  the  wild  looks,  the  troubled 
face,  and  the  livid  pallor  that  overspread  the 
young  Englishman's  coimtenance  when  he 
first  saw  me,  haunted  my  dreams.  I  arose 
the  next  morning  feverish  and  disturbed  : 
I  resolved  to  watch  over  and  guard,  as  far 
as  lay  in  my  power,  the  man  in  whose  fate  I 
had  taken  such  a  sudden  and  deep  interest. 

Night  after  night  I  repaired  to  the  gaming 
saloons,  and  with  my  back  against  one  of  its 
marble  pillars,  I  quietly  but  attentively 
observed  the  players.  Mr.  Heywood  (I  had 
learnt  the  young  Englishman's  name  from 
the  doorkeeper,  to  whom  he  was  well  known 
as  one  of  the  habitual  frequenters  of  the  faro 
tables)  was  immediately  under  my  eye ;  and 
I  could  see  the  slightest  change  that  passed 
over  his  mobile  face,  and  mark  the  smallest 
alteration  in  his  manner.  His  losses  aug- 
mented  each  evening,  till  the  total  must  have 
amoimted  to  no  insignificant  sum.  This 
continued  without  interruption  for  more  than 
a  week,  without  the  fickle  tide  of  luck  turn- 
ing once  in  young  Heywood's  favour.  At 
last,  one  evening — rendered  desperate  by 
continual  failures,  and  the  taunts  and  sneers 
of  a  dark,  swarthy  Spaniard,  his  principal 
creditor — he  rushed  suddenly  out  of  the 
saloon,  his  teeth  firmly  clenched,  his  eyes 
wildly  flashing,  and  his  nostrils  dilated.     I 
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hastily  followed,  divining  his  insane  inten- 
tions. He  hurried  through  the  colonnades, 
down  the  acacia  avenue  towards  the  Adler 
Hotel.  Then  apparently  changing  his  mind, 
he  passed  round  the  Heidenmaur,  and  made 
his  way  to  the  dark  pond  which  serves  as 
repository  for  the  waste  waters  of  the  town. 
Arrived,  he  was  preparing  to  precipitate 
himself  into  its  hlack,  sluggish  depths ;  but  I 
pulled  himforcibly  back, exclaiming  sternly, — 
*What  would  you  do,  madman?  thus 
seeking  to  enter,  unbidden  and  unprepared, 
the  presence  of  your  Maker.' 

*  Yes,*  shrieked  he,  *  I  am  mad  with  despair 
and  anguish.  Ruin,  starvation,  dishonour, 
stare  me  in  the  fece.  I  am  finendless,  for- 
saken. I  have  lost  all  and  more  than  I 
possess  in  the  world,  and  thought  to  end  my 
wretched,  degraded  life  beneath  these  peace- 
ftil  waters.' 

His  voice  had  sunk  at  the  last  few  words 
to  a  low  whisper ;  but  presently  he  broke 
out  afresh,  his  tone  rapid,  vehement,  shrill, 
and  ftill  of  a  horror  that  froze  my  blood,  as 
he  screamed  in  my  ear  : — 

*  And  am  I  to  be  turned  from  my  settled 
purpose  by  you? — tlie  fiend,  the  hideous, 
glaring  spectre  of  the  fearful  past !  Has 
Satan,  my  master,  pent  you  as  one  of  his 
emissaries  to  haunt,  to  torture,  to  tempt  me 
to  still  greater  sin  by  the  sight  of  yoxir  face, 
which  awakens  the  remorse  and  agony  of 
long,  awftil  months  ?  Leave  me,  wretch : 
let  me  go,  man,  imp  of  sin,  or  whatever  you 
are  ! '  he  yelled,  and  wrenching  himFclf  from 
my  relaxed  grasp,  he  essayed  once  more  to 
throw  himself  into  the  pond  ;  but  I  was  too 
quick  for  him ;  already  my  hand  clutched 
his  shoulders,  and  exercising  all  my  strength 
(for  Hey  wood  was  a  strong,  powerftil  fellow, 
over  six  feet  high),  I  drew  him  away  from 
the  fatal  and  alluring  spot,  and  dragged,  or 
rather  led  him  through  the  now  deserted 
streets  to  my  lodgings.  He  still  stormed 
and  raved,  hke  one  demented  ;  but  so  fren- 
zied and  incoherent  were  his  half-uttered 
ejaculations  and  broken  sentences,  that  I 
could  gather  no  sense  from  them.  The  in- 
fluence of  the  great  strain  upon  his  nerves, 
and  the  lengthened  excitement  under  which 
he  had  for  a  long  time  laboured,  had  for  a 
brief  space  overthrown  his  reason,  and   in 


that  fearftil  hour  by  the  banks  of  the  dark 
pond  he  had  been  a  raging  maniac;  but 
when  he  reached  my  rooms  he  had  become 
somewhat  calmer,  and  allowed  me  to  ad- 
minister to  him  a  soothing  opiate,  and  wiUi 
my  assistance  got  into  bed,  and  was  soon  ia 
a  deep  and  heavy  sleep. 

CHAPTER  III. 

THE    SLOUGH   OF   DESPOND. 

*  Fond  man !    To  madly  rufih  upon  a  fate 

UuknoMTi, — untried  ! 
Would  that  he  ne'er  had  found  a  living  state, 
Or  never  died ! ' 

He  awoke  next  morning  quiet  and  collected : 
his  eyei  had  lost  their  feverish  glare,  and  the 
flush  of  dehrium  had  ^ed  from  his  cheek, 
leaving  it  white  and  sunken ;  and  I  could 
now  see  the  ravages  made  by  the  wild,  dissi- 
pated life  he  had  been  leading.  Presently 
he  sat  up  in  bed,  and  glanced  with  a  strange, 
bewildered  look  round  the  room,  and  then 
after  a  few  moments  exclaimed,  '  Ah !  yes,  I 
remember  now,'  and  shuddering  sank  back 
on  the  bed ;  but  soon  he  roused  himself^  as  if 
unused  to  any  lengthened  communion  with 
his  own  feelings,  and  said,  in  a  cabn,  quiet 
voice : — 

*  I  know  you  well ;  we  lodged  in  the  same 
house,  near  St.  Clement's  church,  nearly  two 
years  ago;  we  were  friendly,  though  we 
rarely  met ;  but  you  do  not  recognise,  in  the 
sallow,  prematurely-old  man  before  you,  the 
once  gay  and  blooming  Edward  Allan.' 

'  Edward  Allan ! '  I  exclaimed,  warmly 
grasping  his  hand.  *  Is  it  possible  ?  *  I 
thought  your  face  wonderfully  ^miliar  the 
first  night  I  saw  you,  but  could  not  for  the 
life  of  me  tell  where  I  had  seen  it ;  and  your 
name  of  Heywood  puzzled  me.' 

*  That  is  one  of  my  numerous  aliases: 
their  name  is  legion;  for,  flying  from  one 
toAvn  to  another,  in  consequence  of  the  debts 
of  honour  (the  last  words  were  uttered 
bitterly  and  scornfully)  I  had  contracted  in 
each  place  I  visited,  I  changed  my  name  as 
often  as  my  abode,  and  finally  assumed  that 
of  Heywood,  to  baulk  the  pursuit  and  detec- 
tion of  an  English  sharper  to  whom  I  had 
lost  enormous  sums  in  Paris,  and  who  had 
vowed  to  follow  me  through  all  the  world, 
till  he  obtained  cither  his  money  or  my  life. 
But  I  will  tell  you  the  story  of  my  past,  and 
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tben  leave  you  to  judge  whether  it  had  nat 
been  better  to  have  left  me  as  food  for  the 
nTeoouB  carp  in  thoHO  tarbid  waters,  than 
to  burden  the  earth  with  the  weight  of  my 
criminal  follies,  and  let  loose  upon  the  world 
SQch  a  wretch  as  I  am,  to  taint  tlie  little  that 
yet  remains  pure  and  innocent.' 

'But,'  I  replied,  gravely  and  seriously, 
'yoQ  may  have  been  spai^  for  new  and 
better  purposes,  and  to  give  you  a  chance  of 
making  reparation  for  the  sina  you  have 
cummitted.  I  am  convinced  and  assured 
that  I  was  the  weak  and  feeble  instrument 
in  higher  and  miglitier  hands,  for  your 
regtonttion  to  repentance,  and  a  life  more 
worthy  of  man's  destined  mission.' 

At  my  words  he  smiled  faintly,  but  rather 
more  hopefully  and  cheerfully  ;  and  then,  in 
>  !aw,  subdued  voice,  told  me  hia  histoiy. 

It  was  the  old  tale,  of  a  father's  sternness, 
und  a  youth's  transgressions-,  and  thongh 
the  only  son,  and  heir  to  a  lar^e  estate,  he 
W  been  tamed  adrift  npon  the  world,  when 
the  knowledge  of  the  wild,  reckless  life  he 
was  leading  at  college  reached  the  paternal 
ears ;  and  then,  with  only  a  few  pounds  in 
his  pocket,  and  crible  da  dMes  to  tradesmen 
and  others  to  whom  he  owed  large  sums,  he 
repaired  to  London ;  and  through  the  in- 
flnence  of  a  cousin,  a  large  banker  at  the 
West  End,  had  obtained  employment  as 
acconntant  in  one  of  the  city  firms.  He  had 
then  taken  the  rooms  above  mine  at  Mrs. 
Matson's,  and  hsd  gone  on  quietly  and 
steadily  for  some  time ;  till,  restless  and 
dissatisfied  with  the  dull  monotony  of  the 
office  where  he  was  confined  all  day,  he  threw 
up  his  situation  and  sought  the  Continent, 
»nd  finally  came  to  Wiesbaden,  where,  after, 
as  1  had  seen,  losing  at  the  gaining  table  all 
•nd  more  than  he  possessed,  he  had  ventured 
one  final  throw.  The  result  I  knew  :  he  had 
sought  a  anioide'a  grave,  from  which  he  had 
been  rescued  by  a  comparative  stranger. 

With  calm  reflection  came  tliankful  grati- 
tude for  the  succour  afforded  him  in  bis  hour 
of  eternal  peril;  and  when  Edward  Allan — 
as  we  must  now  call  him— quitted  me,  at  my 
earnest  instigation,  to  seek  the  pardon  of  his 
augry  father.  It  was  with  a  heart  full  of  new 
and  penitent  hope. 

(Tv  he  ayntlimeJ). 


SKETCHES  OF  THE  LESS-KNOWN 
STAMP  COUNTRIES. 

BY     C.     W.     VINER,    A.M.,    PH.D. 

II.— LUXEMBOURO. 

IWhek  serving  our  novitiate 
aa  stamp  collector,  some 
three  years  since,  or  rather 
less,  and  in  possession  of 
the  unpretentious  number  of 
rather  more  than  a  hundred 
specimens,  we  often  cast  a 
longing  glance  at  a  speci- 
men not  unfi^nent  in  our  young  friends' 
albums,  although  profoundly  ignorant  of  ita 
proper  designation,  and  hopeless  of  informa- 
tion from  its  possessors, — aa  much  in  the 
dark  on  the  subject  as  ourselves. 

It  was  most  usually  seen  in  the  page 
devoted  to  the  Dutch  stamps ;  the  head 
depicted  thereon  being  almost  identical  with 
that  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands.  By 
the  way,  what  a  wonderful  difference  ezista 
between  the  face  represented  on  the  stamps 
in  question,  and  the  full-blown  countenance 
adorning  the  haudaome  stamp  for  Java,  on 
whiuh  his  maje:jty  of  Holland  looks  as  though 
he  fattened  on  somewhat  rather  stronger 
than  the  copiona  waters  of  his  dominion. 

To  return  to  our  subject.  Some  collectors 
objected  to  this  locality  for  the  stamp  we 
have  alluded  to,  aa  being  marked  dix  eeitU, 
which  was  assuredly  neither  single  nor  doa* 
ble  Dutch,  and  consequently  placed  it  in 
their  French  page ;  bat  when  the  rapid 
spread  of  the  mania  brought  us  in  contact 
with  more  well-stocked  albums,  and  a  very 
similar  stamp  showed  itself  in  value  un  eilber- 
gniaclien,  the  puzzle  became  more  coniplioated 
still,  as  the  veriest  tyros  were  aware  that 
was  the  designation  of  a  German  coin.  The 
then  mysterious  stamp  is  now  well  known 
to  the  gieane.st  of  juvenile  collectors  as  the 
old  black  lu\e»ijourg. 

For  the  last  few  centuries  Luzemboni^, 
either  as  duchy  or  city,  has  made  httle  or  no 
stir  among  the  European  powers ;  the  in- 
habitants appearing  paciiically  submissive  to 
the  will  of  whatever  government  may  have 
ruled  over  them  for  the  time  being ;  but  in 
remoter  annals  of  history,  the  sages,  warriors, 
heroes,  and  even  heroines  of  Luxembourg 
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and  its  dependencies,  have  shone  forth  nobly 

amongst  the  noble. 

The  great  commanders  selected  by  poets 

most  usually  for  elaborate  praise,  and  all  the 

embellishments  of  flowery-  verse,  will  rarely 

bear  the  scrutiny  of  sober  history  unscathed ; 

but  Godfrey,  Count  of  Bouillon,  whose  small 

and   ancient  domains  are  now  merged  in 

those  of  the  duchy  we  are  commemorating, 

pre-eminently  challenges  all  inquiry. 

*  Bom  to  command, 
Among  the  noblest  will  Count  Godfrey  stand  : 
Bold  as  a  lion  in  the  battle's  roar, 
Courteous  and  gentle  when  the  fight  is  o'er/ 

Historical  documents  record  that  he  fully 
deserved  the  celebrity  conferred  upon  him 
by  the  exquisitely-beautiful  poem  of  Tasso. 
Though  universally  recognised  as  the  first 
Christian  King  of  Jerusalem,  after  his  con- 
quest of  that  holy  city  in  the  last  crusade, 
he  modestly  refused  the  insignia  of  royalty, 
and  would  not  *  wear  a  golden  crown  where 
his  Master,  the  King  of  kings,  was  obliged 
to  carry  one  of  thorns.' 

When  he  perished,  treacherously  poisoned 
by  the  Emir  of  Caesarea,  all  Jerusalem  was 
filled  with  grief  and  consternation.  He  was 
buried  at  the  foot  of  Calvary,  a  herald  crying 
out,  *  King  Godfrey  is  dead ; '  at  which,  says 
the  chronicler,  Albert  of  Aix,  even  the  Sara- 
cens who  were  present  could  not  restrain 
their  tears. 

There  is  a  splendid  bronze  equestrian 
statue  of  Godfrey,  by  the  Belgian  sculptor 
8imonis,  in  the  Place  Royale  of  Brussels :  a 
fac-simile  of  which  was,  we  believe,  in  the 
Great  Exhibition  of  1851. 

William  de  la  Marck,  too,  *  the  wild  boar 
of  Ardennes,'  an  object  of  detestation  to  the 
young  readers  of  (^lentin  Durward,  was  quite 
as  brave  as  our  talented  novelist  represents 
him,  but  by  no  means  so  black  in  character, 
— a  good  instance  of  the  well-known  proverb 
which  we  need  not  here  particularise. 

It  would  far  exceed  the  limits  prescribed 
for  our  slight  sketch,  to  enumerate  a  tithe  of 
the  eminent  individuals  that  the  province  of 
Luxembourg  can  boast  of  producing.  Its 
princes  have  become  kings  and  emperors, 
and  its  princesses  have  sat  on  the  thrones  of 
Europe.  Its  warriors  have  achieved  renown 
at  home  and  abroad.  During  the  long  con- 
flicts  between    Louis    the    Great  and    our 


William  of  Orange,  one  of  the  counts  of 
Luxembourg,  heroic  as  the  rest  of  his  race, 
but  deformed  in  body,  was  one  of  the  most 
redoubted  adversaries,  on  the  French  side, 
to  our  troops.  Wilham,  after  a  reverse  due 
to  the  skill  and  bravery  of  his  antagonist, 
exclaimed,  *  Shall  I  never  get  quit  of  that 
hunchbacked  fellow  ?  '  This  being  repeated 
to  the  count,  he  remarked,  'How  does  he 
know  anything  about  my  back  ?  I'm  sure  he 
never  saw  it.'  The  noble  palace  of  the 
Luxembourg  in  Paris — the  House  of  Peers 
of  France — was  partly  built  and  completed 
by  one  of  the  dukes  of  the  noble  house  we 
are  commemorating. 

The  grand-duchy  of  Luxembourg  is  situate 
between  Belgium  proper,  Finance,  and  the 
Rhenish  provinces  of  Prussia.  It  contains 
an  area  of  about  2,500  square  miles,  with  a 
population  of  160  to  the  mile.  It  is  tolerably 
fertile  in  wheat,  rye,  <fcc.,  and  produces  wine, 
though  of  inferior  quality.  Its  mineral 
treasures  are  slate,  iron,  lead,  and  copper. 
Some  of  the  remains  of  the  enormous  forest, 
described  by  Ceesar  as  the  Arduenna  Sylva^ 
still  diversify  and  improve  the  face  of  the 
country.  The  forest  of  Ardennes  preserves 
its  name  transmitted  ages  before  the  Roman 
conqueror's  time :  Arden  being  the  ancient 
Celtic  appellation  of  a  forest, — borne  in  our 
own  country  also  by  a  large  sylvan  tract  of 
land  in  Warwickshire.  The  Arden  of  Shake- 
spear's  As  You  Like  it  is  identified  with  the 
Belgian  forest. 

The  representatives  of  Luxembourg  in 
posti^e-stamp  albums  are  nine  of  the  modem 
series  and  five  of  the  obsolete,  besides  one  or 
two  essays.  The  early  issue,  previously 
alluded  to,  has  a  grey  and  a  black,  in  value 
10  centimes ;  and  a  brick-red,  rose,  and  lake- 
red,  value  1  silber  groechen.  The  first  of 
these  last-mentioned  stamps  is  exceedingly 
rare  in  good  preservation.  The  current 
stamps  are  elegantly  engraved  with  the  arms 
of  the  grand-duchy ;  and,  from  their  tasty 
contrast  of  colour,  always  attract  the  eye 
even  of  those  who  'see  no  use  in  them.* 
Juveniles  and  others,  ignorant  of  the  com- 
plicated values  of  continental  coin,  may 
wonder  at  the  apparently  strauge  amount  on 
the  green  stamp.  This  (37^  centimes)  is 
the  equivalent  for  3  silber  gi-oschen,  as  is  2*^ 


Feb.  1,  1864.]        THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


21 


centimes  for  2  silber  groschen,  and  12^  for 
1  silber  groschen,  which  three  individuals  do 
dntj  for  the  German  correspondence. 

The  city  of  Laxembourg  —  whence  the 
duchy  derives  its  designation — was  originally 
a  strong  fortress  of  the  Treviri,  afterwards 
enlarged  by  the  Romans,  and  called  Augusta 
Romanorum.  After  its  conquest  by  Merovin 
of  France,  the  name  was  changed  to  Lucis 
Burgum,  or  City  of  Light,  because  the  sun 
had  been  anciently  worshipped  there.  This 
appellation  still  exists  in  its  Germanized  form. 

Luxembourg,  denominated  by  a  recent 
traveller  *  the  most  bewitching,  fascinating, 
and  pro vokingly- tantalizing  place  sketch er 
ever  sat  down  in,'  is  the  most  strongly  forti- 
fied town  in  Europe,  except  Gibraltar.  Its 
several  successive  possessors,  Treviri,  Ro- 
mans, Franks,  Spaniards,  French,  and  Dutch, 
have  all  tried  their  hands  at  the  improve- 
ment of  its  naturally  commanding  position. 

A  double  line  of  outworks,  in  the  hepta- 
gonal  form,  covers  the  platform  of  a  rock 
connected  on  the  west  alone  with  the  neigh- 
bouring country.  Precipices,  two  hundred 
feet  in  depth,  enclose  the  lower  town  in  a 
basin,  which  is  approached  from  the  upper 
by  steep  flights  of  steps,  or  streets  formed  in 
zigzags,  like  those  of  Mount  Cenis  on  a  small 
so^e. 

A  projecting  headland  of  rock,  called  Le 
Bijuc,  divides  the  lower  town  into  two 
quarters,  and  being  perforated  with  loop- 
holes and  embrasures,  commands  a  full  view 
of  the  valley  in  every  direction.  The  exca- 
vated casements  of  this  rock  will  contain 
4000  defendants.  The  whole  garrison  usually 
consists  of  6000  Prussians,  commissioned  by 
the  Germanic  Confederation. 

We  have  previously  naiTated  our  own 
adventure  in  this  most  picturesque  of  towns 
last  sununer,  and  told  how  nearly  we  escaped 
incarceration  for  our  curiosity,  but  the  visi- 
tant lately  referred  to  was  not  so  fortunate. 
He  arose  with  the  sun,  and  having  previously 
spotted  some  charming  localities  for  sketch- 
ing, had  just  commenced  an  interesting  view, 
when  he  was  pounced  upon  by  a  couple  of 
grenadiers,  speaking  the  same  vile  patois 
which  puzzled  ourselves,  and  hurried  off  to 
the  guard-house ;  where  the  officer  on  duty 
informed  him  that  were  he  found  making 


drawings  of  any  part  of  the  fortifications,  he 
would  pay  the  penalty  of  his  temerity  by 
confinement  in  a  dungeon.  Could  this  pro- 
voking embargo  be  withdrawn,  what  a  fine 
field  would  be  open  for  a  spirited  photo- 
grapher! How  beautifully  the  stereoscope 
would  exhibit  the  draw-bridges — apparently 
hanging  in  the  air,  the  ravelins,  counter- 
scarps,  masked  batteries,  and  fortified  towers 
of  this  seldom- visited  fortress ! 

In  the  middle  of  the  ninth  century  the 
county  of  Luxembourg  formed  part  of  what 
was  called  Lotharingia,  when  ceded  to 
Lothaire  I.  of  France  by  the  treaty  of 
Verdun.  About  a  century  after,  Henry  the 
Fowler,  in  whose  hands  the  district  then 
was,  erected  it  into  an  independent  duchy. 
In  the  tenth  century  Bruno,  archbishop  of 
Cologne,  held  the  government,  and  divided 
it  into  Upper  and  Lower  ;  delegating  Fred- 
erick, Count  of  Bar,  to  the  administration  of 
the  former,  and  Godfrey  of  Ardenne  to  the 
latter.  This  Godfrey  afterwards  received, 
from  his  father,  Verdun  and  Bouillon  as  his 
inheritance,  and  \m  brother  Sigifred  the 
county  of  Luxembourg.  A  daughter  of 
this  last-named  prince  married  the  emperor 
Henry  II.  of  Germany,  and  his  eldest  son 
became  Duke  of  Bavaria,  renouncing  Luxem- 
bourg in  favour  of  his  younger  brother 
Fredeiic. 

Conrad,  grandson  of  Frederic,  quarrelled 
with  the  archbishop  of  Treves,  and  went  so 
far  as  to  seize  and  imprison  that  dignitary 
in  the  strong  castle  of  nis  capital.  But  the 
fulminations  of  the  Church  compelled  him  to 
sarreader  the  captive,  and  a  pilgrimage  to 
Jerusalem  was  the  condition  of  his  pardon. 

On  the  decease  of  Conrad  II.  Luxembourg 
passed  into  the  possession  of  Henry  the 
Blind  of  Naraur,  as  representative  of  his 
mother,  Conrad's  cousin.  His  daughter 
Erraesinda,  widowed  a  second  time,  under- 
took the  sole  government  herself,  introduced 
many  improvements  into  the  administration, 
and  became  one  of  the  many  proofs  how  well 
a  woman  can  manage  to  rule. 

In  1308  her  great-grandson  Henry  IV. 
was  elevated  to  the  imperial  throne.  This 
prince  contrived  to  aggrandize  his  family  by 
several  noble  alliances.  He  obtained  Bohe- 
mia for  his  only  son,  by  marrying  him  to 
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Elizabeth  the  heiress  of  that  kingdom.  His 
eldest  daughter  was  espoused  to  the  King  of 
Hungary ;  his  second  to  Charles  the  Fair  of 
France  ;  a  third  to  the  Count  Palatine, 
Rodolph;  and  the  youngest  to  Albert  of 
Austria. 

Elizabeth's  husband  was  that  blind  king 
killed  by  Edward  the  Black  Prince  at  the 
battle  of  Crecy,  whose  motto;  Ich  dien,  and 
ostrich  plume  now  compose  the  well-known 
heraldic  distinction  of  our  princes  of  Wales. 
His  successor,  Wenceslaus — sou  by  a  second 
wife,  Beatrice — ^married  the  heiress  of  the 
Dake  of  Brabant ;  thus  becoming  possessed 
of  two  duchies, — Luxembourg  having  just 
been  raised  to  that  rank  by  the  emperor 
Charles  W.  his  paternal  brother. 

The  promotion  of  so  many  members  of  the 
house  of  Luxembourg  to  regal  and  imperial 
thrones,  tended  greatly  to  disturb  the  regular 
succession  to  the  duchy.  Bohemia,  Moravia, 
Burgundy,  Orleans,  Saxony,  and  Poland,  by 
birth  or  marriage,  alternately  became  ite 
possessors.  In  the  fifteenth  century  William 
of  Saxony  and  Cassimer  of  Poland,  joint 
heirs,  ceded  their  claims  respectively  to  the 
King  of  France  and  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
which  latter  eventually  obtained  the  soie 
sovereignty. 

The  daughter  and  heiress  of  this  duke, 
Charles  the  Bold,  marrying  Maximilian, 
Emperor  of  Germany,  Luxembourg  with  the 
rest  of  her  dowry  passed  under  Austrian 
rule;  that  prince  being  son  of  Frederick, 
Duke  uf  Austria.  His  grandson,  Charles  V., 
uniting  the  Netherlands  to  Spain,  Luxem- 
bourg went  with  the  rest  of  the  provinces. 
Then  followed  the  Spanish  cruelties,  and  the 
rule  of  the  infamous  Alba. 

At  length,  in  the  commencement  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  the  Peace  of  Antwerp 
partially  secured  the  independence  of  the 
United  Provinces,  which  the  Peace  of 
Miinster,  at  the  close  of  the  Thirty  Years' 
War,  fully  confirmed. 

During  the  French  revolution,  by  the 
assistance  of  the  republican  inhabitants  them- 
selves, the  country  was  soon  conquered,  and 
figured  as  the  Batavian  Republic.  Napoleon 
afterwards  formed  it  into  a  kingdom,  and 
gave  it  to  his  brother  Louis,  father  of  the 
present  emperor  of  the  French  ;  but  on  his 


resignation  it  reverted  to  Bonaparte's  over- 
grown empire,  and  formed  part  of  France 
till  the  great  conqueror's  own  reverses  en- 
couraged the  inhabitants  to  throw  off  the 
French  yoke,  and  recal  the  banished  Orange 
family. 

In  Napoleon's  time  Luxembourg  was  the 
capital  of  what  was  called  the  Department 
of  the  Forest*.  When  the  Belgic  provinces 
separated  from  those  now  forming  the 
kingdom  of  Holland,  the  grand-duchy  of 
Luxembonrg  was  unequally  partitioned  be- 
tween the  two  kings.  The  King  of  Holland 
has  one-third  only  of  the  territory ;  but  the 
population  of  that  part  far  exceeds  in  number, 
and  the  title  of  Grand-Duke,  which  be 
retains,  gives  him  a  vote  in  the  Grermanic 
Confederation.  He  possesses,  moreover,  tbe 
ancient  capital,  Luxembourg.  The  King  of 
the  Belgians  owns  the  western  part,  including 
the  famous  old  duchy  of  Bouillon,  the  beau- 
tiful ruined  Abbey*  and  Forest  of  St.  Hubert, 
and  Arlon,  the  principal  town  of  the  district, 
the  Orolaunum  of  the  Romans. 

THE  MORMON  STAMP. 

In  the  year  1852  Brigham  Young  issued  an 
octagonal  gold  coin,  and  soon  after  a  postage 
stamp  of  the  sam%  shape.  No  value  was 
expressed  on  it,  but  its  price  was  5  cents. 
The  execution  is  very  rough;  the  impression 
apparently  being  taken  from  a  wood-block. 
It  seams  to  have  been  cut  or  punched  out 
by  an  octagonal  die.  This  stamp  was  in- 
tended for  prepaying  letters  from  one  part 
of  the  Great  Salt  Lake  Valley  to  another,  or 
to  or  from  the  Salt  Lake  City,  the  capital. 
Some  letters,  however,  with  these  stamps 
upon  them,  found  their  way  to  the  United 
States,  and  were  immediately  repudiated  by 
tbe  postmaster  at  Washington.  They  at 
once  fell  into  disuse  ;  but  at  the  present  day 
a  system  of  posting  from  one  part  of  the 
Mormon  colony  to  the  other  is  still  em- 
ployed. This  and  some  other  attempts  at 
independent  government  on  the  part  of 
Brigham  Young  and  his  followers,  caused 
the  Washington  authorities  to  despatch  a 
military  force  to  the  Great  Salt  Lake,  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  order  and  allegiance. 
It  met  with  but  ill  success,  however. — The 
Standard  Guide  to  Posta-ge-Stamj)  Collecting* 
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fflSTORY  OF  POSTAL   COMMUNICA- 
TIONS.— n.    ANCIENT  GREECE. 

BT  THE  REV.  HENRY  H.  HIGOINS,  M.A. 

Hermes,  son  of  Zena  and  Maia,  herald  of 
the  gods,  patsron  of  travellers  and  of  high- 
ways, promoter  of  social  intercourse  amon^^st 
maiikind,  has,  on  classical  grounds,  the  best 
claim  to  be  considered  the  presiding  divinity 
of  postal  arrangements.  Here  we  have  his 
likeness,  taken  by  a  skil^l  photographer  of 
the  *  immortals  :  * — '  A  youth  more  light- 
limbed  than  the  sti^,  whose  eyes  were  like 
sparks  of  fire.  By  his  side  was  a  scimitar  of 
diamond,  all  of  one  clearprecious  stone ;  and  on 
his  feet  were  golden  sandals,  from  the  heels 
of  which  grew  Kving  wings.*  But  as  Hermes 
did  to  others,  so  another  has  done  to  himself. 
He  is  said  to  have  stolen  the  bow  of  Apollo, 
the  trident  of  Neptune,  the  girdle  of  Venus, 
the  sword  of  Mars,  the  tools  of  Vulcan,  and 
the  sceptre  of  Jupiter :  but  his  own  turn  has 
come ;  ahnost  all  his  honour  has  been  taken 
from  him  and  bestowed  on  a  Roman  divinity 
named  Mercurius,  patron  of  buying  and 
selling  and  of  cheating:  last  and  deepest 
indignity  of  all,  the  portrait  of  the  divine 
Hermes  on  the  stamps  of  his  own  beloved 
country,  appears  in  our  albums  as  the  effigy 
of  Mercury  the  '  malevolent ' ! 

We  look  in  vain  for  any  traces  of  a  postal 
system  amongst  the  ancient  Greeks :  private 
correspondence,  if  it  existed  at  all,  was  rare 
amongst  them ;  and  dispatches  relating  to 
the  aiiairs  of  the  state  were  sent  by  special 
messengers,  some  of  whom  were  celebrated 
for  their  powers  of  speed  and  endurance. 
Phidippides  ran  from  Athens  to  Sparta — 
about  150  English  miles — in  two  days,  and, 
by  his  own  account,  had  leisure  on  his  way 
to  receive  a  fovourable  communication  from 
<he  god  Pan,  who  complained  that  his  wor- 
ship had  been  neglected,  but  stated  that  he 
was  still  well  disposed  towards  the  Greeks, 
and  intended  to  help  them  in  their  difficulties 
with  the  Persians.  This  story  of  Phidippides 
seems  to  indicate  that  the  Grecian  couriers 
were  not  mere  letter  carriers,  but  were  men 
having  an  interest  in  the  tidings  they  con- 
veyed, and  from  whose  personal  qualifications 
something  more  than  mere  speed  was  ex- 
pected. 


Some  ingenuity  was  shown  by  the  Greeks 
in  the  means  they  used  to  secure  secrecy  in 
the  conveyance  of  intelligence.  At  the  siege 
of  Potidaea  a  traitorous  conmiander  witlun 
the  city  received  letters  by  arrows  shot  from 
without ;  but  one  of  these  happening  to 
wound  a  Potidaean,  a  crowd  collected,  and 
the  treachery  was  discovered.  But  the  most 
ingenious  contrivance  was  employed  by  the 
magistrates  of  Sparta,  who,  on  sending  out  a 
general,  gave  him  one  of  two  cylinders  of 
wood  made  exactly  of  the  same  size,  the 
other  they  retained;  and  when  wishing  to 
transmit  secret  orders  the  magistrates  used 
a  long,  narrow  strip  of  parchment,  which 
they  wrapped  in  a  spiral  manner  closely 
around  their  own  cylinder :  the  order,  being 
written  on  the  strip  along  the  cylinder,  was 
unintelligible  when  the  strip  was  unwrapped, 
and  could  only  be  read  when  it  was  twined 
round  the  counterpart  cy finder:  the  strip 
was  sent,  and  the  general  alone  by  the  use 
of  his  cylinder  could  decj'pher  the  message. 

It  is  a  very  significant  circumstance,  that 
ancient  Greece — :with  all  her  intellectual  re- 
finement, her  unrivalled  galleries  of  art,  her 
theatres  and  pubUc  games,  her  orators,  and 
philosophers,  and  statesmen — had  no  post. 
Pubfic  life  arrived  at  its  climax  in  Athens, 
but  to  her  citizens  our  fi-iend  of  the  daily 
double  tap  was  unknown;  so  were  infir- 
maries, and  orphan  asylums,  and  schools  for 
the  children  of  the  poor.  It  was  not  Pallaa 
Athene  that  set  these  things  on  foot;  but 
with  them,  and  from  the  same  source,  arose 
that  mighty  postal  circulation,  which  by  its 
milHon  streams  exhibits  how  vigorous  are 
the  throbs  of  private  enterprise,  and  friendly 
interest,  and  family  aflfection,  in  the  heart  of 
a  Christian  nation. 


THE  HAND  STAMP  OF  BOLIVIA. 

It  is  the  subject  of  much  surprise  that, 
notwithstanding  the  progress  made  in  both 
the  Old  and  New  Worlds  in  the  question  of 
postal  reforms,  many  countries  of  great 
commercial  importance  seem  to  cling  in 
their  public  policy  to  obsolete  ideas.  Thus 
Bolivia,  a  country  embracing  an  area  of 
nearly  half  a  million  of  square  miles,  lying 
adjacent  to  Brazil,  Peru,  and  the  Argentine 
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Republic  (all  of  which  have  long  adopted  the 
system  of  adhesive  labels  fur  the  prepayment 
df  post^e),  hua  not  introduced  postage 
stamps  OS  pai't  of  its  postal  arrangments. 
Bat,  as  Decessity  has  compelled  the  resort  to 
some  other  plan  to  supply  the  much-needed 
want,  the  Bolivia  post-office  department 
requires  its  officials  in  the  various  provincial 
Bnb-offioes  to  employ  a  hiuid  stamp,  an  im- 
pression of  which  is  to  be  made  upon  every 
prepaid  letter. 

We  have  lately  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  a  number  of  these  impressions. 
As  a  matter  of  interest  to  onr  readers,  we 
will  give  some  brief  account  of  them.  In 
general  appearance  they  resemble  very  closely 
the  hand-stomped  impressions  of  the  city  of 
Brunswick.  They  are  mostly  oval,  and 
contain  always  the  name  of  the  particular 
post-office  from  which  issued,  and  the  word 
francit,  to  indicate  the  fact  of  prepayment. 
On  some  of  them,  the  words  Re.puhlica  Bill- 
viama  appear  round  the  outer  margin.  The 
following  are  the  names  of  the  towns  from 
which  we  have  seen  impressions  :— 

POTOsi  :  octagon  :  vignette,  eagle  sur- 
rounded by  laurel :  inscription,  Potosi 
at  top,  and  Franca  at  bottom :  black 
imp.  on  bluish  paper. 
Paz  ;  oval :  inscription,  Ef-i'iMii-.a  Bolivi- 
ana  at  the  top  of  ova! ;  in  the  centre, 
Paz,  Franca ;  and  laurel  branches  at 
bottom  of  oval ;  green  imp.  on  white 

Santa  Crlz  :  oval :  inscription  at  top, 
Snnfa  Crux:  vignette,  eagle  flying, 
holding  an  olive  branch  in  each  claw  : 
at  the  bottom,  Franca:  imp.,  both 
reel  and  black. 

OociiAiiAMBA  :  oval :  wreath  of  olive  run- 
ning round  the  entire  border:  inscrip- 
tion in   centre,  Cochabaniba,   Fiutica  : 

SlOEF:  oval:  inscription  at  top,  Frnnca, 
and  at  bottom,  liiufrf;  vignette,  laurel 
wreath  <  imp.,  rose. 

Ori:vo  :  oval :  inscription  at  top,  Oruvo, 
and  at  bottom.  Franca  :  in  the  centre, 
two  olive  branches  crossed :  imp., 
dark -green. 

In   reference  to   the   character   of    these 


impressions,  we  may  remark,  in  general, 
that  they  are  coarsely  done,  and  bear  no 
coinpuriNon  in  point  of  execution  with  any  of 
the  modern  postage  stamps  of  recent  date. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  ere  long,  they  may 
give  place  to  something  much  .more  sightly, 
and  much  more  practical. 


STAMPS    NEWLY    ISSUED,    OB 
FIRST  DESCRIBED. 

The  first  month  of  the  year  being  so  fre- 
qaently  chosen  for  the  emission  of  new 
stamps,  the  second  is  not  likely  to  herald 
much  in  the  shape  of  novelty.     Vfe  can  but 


of  stamps  for  Spain. 
We  venture  to  say  series,  although  we  have 
yet  in  onr  hands  but  specimens  of  the  4 
cuartos.  These  are  similar  in  design  to 
those  of  the  last  issue,  but  are  printed  in 
brick-red  on  red-tinted  paper,  and  bear  the 
value  abbreviated,  to  make  room  for  the  date 
of  the  year  (IWi).  No  doubt,  the  com- 
panion  stamps  will  have  been  all  seen  before 
this  notice  is  in  print. 

Engravings  of  two  of  the  varieties  of  the 
dubious  Livonian  stamps  ai-e  subjoined,  and 


we  shall  be  glad  of  accredited  information 
respecting  them  from  any  of  our  continental 
or  home  correspondents. 

In  onr  next  number  will  appear  a  copy  of 
the  new  threepenny  scarlet  Mauritius.  The 
green  sixpenny  and  shilling  of  that  raoet 
whimsical  island  appear  to  have  dropped  for 
the  present,  and  to  be  superseded  by  the 
violet  six^jenny  which  came  over  by  one  mail 
only  some  time  since,  and  the  yellow  shil- 
ling, the  first  that  bore  the  value  on  the 
sides  in  such  minute  characters  aa  to  have 
escaped  notice  originally. 

We  have  to  note  the  resuscitation  of 
what  we  imagine  will  prove  one  of  the  rarest 
of  our  colonial  antiquitiea.     It  is  exactly  like 
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tbe  oblung  horizontal  British  Guiana  4  c, 
bnt  is  of  tne  same  colour  as  tho  blue  uf  tbe 
earliest  issue.  It  ie  at  present  uuique,  aud 
adorns  the  album  of  the  possessor  of  odc  of 
Uie  finest  collections  of  postage  stamps  in 
London. 

We  have  seen  the  local  Bostellgeld  Hano- 
verian horac  in  blue  instead  of  green  ;  but  it 
ID  possibly  a  chemical  essaj'  on  the  gullibility 
of  the  creiiuluus. 

Amateurs  and  postal  specnlators  will  alike 
hail  with  eagerness  the  iullowing  announce- 
ment, extracted  from  the  Preese  : — - 

'Sficuj.  Pu^taoe,  &i^.— Sp«ciiJ  pofltag''  stamp  are 
shout  to  be  iBButd  in  Egypt  f"f  franking  lotltrs  in  the 
inlerior  of  the  eountrr.  'nipy  are  to  be  manubrtiired  in 
England  bj  a  coujiany  which  auppUes  such  articlea  lo 
iiuy  o(  the  SlaCei  of  £urap(i.' 

A  friend  has  just  forwarded  us  eorao  uf  the 
French  colonial  stamps  received  from  Tahiti. 
The  postmark  obliteration  is  peculiar,  and 
entitles  them,  to  tho  rank  of  a  variety  in 
catalogue.^.  In  addition  tu  the  usual  punc- 
tuations, the  letters  0  C  N  are  stamped,  and 
we  are  ioformed  they  ai-e  intended  as  an 
nhbreviation  of  Oceanic.  This  will  serve  as 
•Bother  pertinent  reply  to  the  cynical  C'ai 
hoao  cry  of  tbe  uninitiated.  Messrs.  What's- 
the-nse-of-them  &  Co.  may  gain  from  a  little 
despised  postage  stamp  the  information  that 
King  George's  Island  is  colonised  by  the 
French. 

We  here  give  an  engra- 
ving of  the  newly-issued 
two-cent  New  Brunswick 
<t«mp,  referred  to  in  onr 
last  number.  We  presume 
it  is  intended,  like  the  two- 
cent  stamp  of  Nova  Scotia, 
for  the  payment  of  soldiers' 
letters. 

We  have  recently  seen  most  excellent 
imitations  of  the  New  Brunswick  O'Connell 
essay.  They  are  photographed  from  a  good 
specimen  of  the  orif^nsl  stamp,  and  are 
precisely  of  the  natural  colour.  Tbeycflnnot, 
however,  be  mistaken  fur  the  genuine  rarity, 
M  they  are  much  larger;  nevertheless,  ama^ 
tenrs  will  do  well  to  be  careful  in  purchasing 
the  stamp  in  question ;  for  there  is  nothing 
to  militate  against  the  production  of  an 
equally  veritable  resemblance  in  the  natural 


Au  engraving  is  subjoined 


of  o 


f  the  I 


sof 


Venezuela  stamps,  which  are 
I  ■[    fully   described   in   our  last 

1  H    number.    The  specimen  here 

I  I    figured   is    supposed   to   be 

fi  B    yellow  on  white. 

I3  M        We  think  the  2  c,  green 

of  the  North  American  Con- 
federate States  has  nut  yet  token  its  place  in 
catalogues. 

THE  ROYAL  ROAD  TO  LEARNING. 
If  a  schoolmaster  had  introduced  stamp 
collecting  amongst  boys  as  a  '  royal  road  '  to 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of  current  history, 
geography,  and  national  statistics,  he  would 
certainly  have  been  considered  a  very  clever 
person,  and  would  doubtless  have  received 
the  thanks  of  a  vast  body  of  papas  for  hia 
ingenuity,  and  tho  success  which  attended 
hia  labours.  Why,  then,  shall  not  these 
thanks  and  good  wishes  be  extended  at  once 
and  at  first  hand  to  the  collectors  themselves, 
who  have  originated  the  pleasant  and  in- 
structive labour?  It  has  been  remarked  by 
a  learned  and  most  experienced  master  in 
one  of  our  great  public  schools,  that  those 
boys  who  have  cultivated  a  taste  for  stamp 
collecting  are  more  industrious,  have  a  more 
perfect  knowledge  of  their  studies,  and, 
above  all,  obtain  a  quicker  experience  of 
actual  life,  and  the  value  op  money  (for  the 
rarer  stamps  will  generally  have  to  be  pur- 
chased), than  those  lada  who  have  no  similar 

These    remarks    are    made    as    a    reply 

to  those  persons  who,  having  no  tasl«  for 
collecting  themselves,  cannot  understand 
whj'  others  should  find  both  instntction  and 
rational  amusement  in  the  gathering  of  post- 
age stamps.  There  arc  people,  high  in 
society,  who  collect  all  kinds  of  odd  things — 


(ilh  which  B 
tiiisll  collec- 
tions of  shvllH,  insectH,  plants,  coiiin,  or  even  cn-ntti  and 
iiionograinH.  is  cipeciatly  to  be  encouraged.      Eilhtr  ia 

'"""' ^  as  pontage  stamps  for  the  punmse  of  training 

riiri'fiil  diwriniiuutioii;  but  the  value  of  the 
■  h'lic  just  stated,  is  'the  ensi'  with  which  a 
nay  be  made,'  every  household  affording  at 
vaiietieH  uf  the  uatiaiuil  isnuc. 
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walking  sticks,  siitiff  boxes,  shop  bills,  old 
keys,  old  shoes  worn  by  eminent  people,  and 
parses  of  different  makes  and  fashions.  A 
duke  once  made  an  immense  collection  of 
tobacco  pipes;  and  a  merchant  at  Amster- 
dam had  a  great  taste  for  specimen  battons 
from  the  coats  of  eminent  men.  Surely, 
seeking  after  the  paper  coins  of  the  civilized 
world,  bearing  the  effigies  of  the  monarchs, 
or  the  national  badges,  and  with  scraps  of 
the  language  on  the  borders,  is  as  instructive 
and  proper  a  pursuit  as  either  of  these. 

J.  C  £[. 


INSIDE  THE  POST-OFFICE. 

From  ^he  moment  that  a  letter  leaves  the 
hand  of  the  sender,  and  falls  into  the  box,  it 
becomes  the  property  of  the  post-office,  for 
purposes  of  delivery,  and  cannot  be  with- 
drawn. If  it  contains  any  hasty  phrase,  any 
bitterness  of  tone  that  the  writer  regrets; 
if  its  weight  is  considered  greater  than  the 
head  or  heads  upon  its  surface  will  carry ;  or 
if  any  important  particular  is  thought  to  be 
omitted  in  its  address,  it  must,  nevertheless, 
go  unaltered  through  all  the  allotted  stages 
of  its  course.  What  this  course  is,  from  the 
receiving  house  to  the  railway  carriage  (sup- 
posing it  to  be  a  country  letter),  it  may  not 
be  uninteresting  or  uninstructive  to  explain. 
When  Mary  Jane,  your  intelligent  maid- 
servant, takes  your  letter  addressed  to  your 
aunt  at  Bolton,  in  Lancashire,  her  powers  of 
reading  and  discrimination  are  exercised  at 
the  grocer's  shop  round  the  comer,  where 
she  finds  two  upright  letter-slips  in  the  door- 
post, one  marked  *  London  and  twelve  miles 
round,'  and  the  other,  *  Inland  and  colonial 
mails.*  She  first  of  all  has  to  consider 
whether  Bolton  comes  within  the  range  of 
*  twelve  miles  round  London ; '  and  when 
she  has  decided  this  geographical  point  in 
the  negative,  either  singly,  or  by  the  help  of 
the  receiving-house  attendant,  she  then  drops 
the  letter  into  the  compartment  devoted  to 
the  colonial  and  country  post.  Supposing 
the  time  at  which  she  has  done  this  to  be 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  re- 
ceiving house  to  be  within  a  reasonable  omni- 
bus distance  of  the  General  Office,  in  about 
half  an  hour  your  aunt's  letter  will  be  dis- 


turbed ft^m  its  short  repose,  and  taken  by  a 
couple  of  faded,  gaudy  drivers,  in  a  more 
faded  scarlet,  hard-worked,  dog-cart-looking 
vehicle,  to  St.  Martin's-le-Grand.  Here  it 
will  be  bundled  into  a  large  hall,  called  the 
General  Sorting  Office,  not  unlike  Exeter 
Hall,  fiimished  with  long  rows  of  tables, 
desks,  and  shelves,  at  which  are  seated  a 
number  of  active,  earnest-looking,  time- 
begrudging  beings,  every  one  engaged  as  if 
legerdemain  had  been  his  sole  occupation 
from  the  cradle,  and  as  if  he  had  a  certain 
task  to  perform,  with  only  another  hour  to 
live.  Taskmasters  are  passing  to  and  fro, 
directing  and  inspecting  the  work ;  but  the 
chief  taskmaster  of  all  is  a  large,  qlear-faced 
clock,  which  watches  the  hurrying  crowd 
with  the  calm,  steady  look  of  a  sphinx,  and 
which  is  glanced  at  in  its  turn  by  some  of 
the  labourers,  as  the  conductor  of  an  orches- 
tra is  glanced  at  by  timid  performers. 

Your  aunt's  letter  is  at  once  turned  out  of 
the  bag  on  to  the  top  of  a  large  table 
amongst  a  heap  of  other  letters — a  fortuitous 
concourse  of  atoms — mixed  and  entangled 
as  only  a  mound  of  letters  can  be  entangled 
and  mixed.  Some  fifty  men  attack  them 
immediately,  like  eager  bone  pickers  at  a 
virgin  dust  heap,  or  rather,  considering  their 
playing-card  shape  and  appearance,  like 
maniac  gamblers  at  a  scramble  when  the 
police  are  knocking  at  the  outer  gate. 

All  this  activity  has  no  other  object  than 
to  *face'  them;  to  put  those  troublesome 
letters  on  their  backs  which  are  obstinately 
lying  on  their  faces ;  and  to  turn  those  other 
letters  round  upon  their  legs  which  are  at 
that  moment  standing  on  their  heads.  As 
fast  as  a  pack  that  makes  a  ftdl  handful  is 
scratched  into  order,  it  is  transferred  to 
another  table,  where  the  letters  undergo 
another  process  of  stamping. 

This  process  has  to  obliterate  the  postage 
heads,  so  that  they  can  never  be  taken  off  and 
used  again,  and  also  to  stamp  the  letter  with 
a  circular  impression,  containing  the  date 
and  the  name  of  London — the  town  from 
which  the  letter  is  about  to  be  dispatched. 
This  task  is  confided  to  a  nimble-fingered 
gentleman,  who  seems  inclined  to  back  him- 
self against  any  steam  engine  under  the  roof, 
past,  present,  or  to  come.     Placing  a  number 
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of  letters  before  him  in  an  upright  position, 
with  the  postage  head  in  the  upper  right 
comer,  he  strokes  them  down  gently  bat 
rapidlj,  one  by  one,  under  his  right  hand, 
which  holds  the  stamping  die,  and  comes 
down  with  unerring  precision  and  bewilder- 
ing rapidity  full  upon  the  label.  A  hundred 
heads  are  damaged  in  a  minute  by  this 
skilful  operator,  who  requires  a  new  die 
every  evening;  and  the  only  partial  break 
that  occurs  in  his  labour,  is  when  a  letter 
either  wants  a  head,  or  contains  it  in  the 
lower  leii-hand,  instead  of  the  upper  right- 
hand  comer.  Dipping  the  die  on  to  the  ink 
brush,  or  stamping  a  paper  at  intervals,  that 
stands  at  his  side,  to  keep  a  rough  record  in 
twenties  or  fifties  of  the  letters  passing 
through  the  office  for  that  night's  mail,  are 
eccentric  diversions  of  the  head-blotting  duty, 
performed  almost  too  quickly  to  strike  the 
eye. 

After  your  aunt's  letter  and  its  com- 
panions have  suffered  this  ring-worm  dis- 
figurement, and  also  the  similar  disfigurement 
of  the  dating  stamp,  they  are  parcelled  out 
to  be  sorted  into  b^2;s  for  the  different  leading 
towns,  or  into  divisions  for  the  re-sorting  on 
the  different  lines  of  railway. 

Those  letters  that  are  perfect  in  full  pay- 
ment and  clear  handwriting,  are  sent  to  their 
final  bag,  or  their  temporary  division,  without 
further  questioning  or  examination ;  but 
those  corpulent  documents,  whose  bodies 
have  grown  too  big  for  their  heads,  or  in 
whose  cases  two  heads  are  officially  con- 
sidered to  be  better  than  one,  are  transferred 
to  the  weighing  clerk;  while  those  letters 
whose  addresses  are  faintly  conveyed  in  the 
yellowest  of  ink,  the  most  cramped  of 
cramped  writings,  of  the  most  unknown  of 
unknown  tongues,  are  transferred  to  a  table 
of  officers  skilful  in  solving  these  passing 
dark  problems,  and  known  throughout  the 
department  as  the  '  bhnd  men  '  of  the  post- 
office. 

The  weighing  clerk  is  an  officer  cultivated 
in  sight  and  touch,  whose  eye  can  detect,  in 
an  instant,  the  letter  that  is  attempting  to 
,  pass  on  its  journey  at  half  price,  and  whose 
finger,  by  merely  gliding  over  the  surface  of 
the  doubtful  letters  in  the  process  of  count- 
ing them,  can  at  once  ascist  and  confirm  the 


judgment  of  the  sharp  and  experienced  eye. 
Not  one  letter  in  a  dozen,  perhaps,  that  is 
overweight,  requires  weighing ;  and  not  one 
half  of  the  suspected  impostors  are  convicted 
and  marked  with  the  postal  double-payment 
fine. 

The  table  of  the  *  blind  men '  is  the  calmest 
spot  in  the  building.  Theirs  is  no  work  of 
mere  mechanical  dexterity,  that  can  be 
brought  by  constant  practice  to  a  dazzling 
rapidity  of  execution.  It  requires  much 
searching  in  directories,  much  guessing, 
much  mental  effort,  to  solve  most  of  the  rid- 
dles in  writing  and  spelling  that  come  upon 
the  table.  The  irregular  combinations  of  the 
alphabet  alone  present  a  boundless  field  of 
variety  to  the  ignorant  and  the  persevering ; 
and  when  the  combinations  of  christian  names 
and  surnames,  names  of  towns,  and  names 
of  counties,  as  well  as  the  forms  of  letters, 
and  the  parts  of  a  letter's  proper  super- 
scription, come  to  be  added,  arithmetic  can 
hardly  convey  the  result.  It  is  to  this  table 
that  all- those  riddle  letters  find  their  way, 
upon  whose  surface  Islington  is  spelt  and 
written,  *  East  Linton ; '  and  the  late  Iron 
Duke  is  addressed,  long  after  his  death,  as 
the  '  Duk  hor  wellenton,  Ip  ark  comer  Lon- 
don, englent,  or  hulswear.'  The  '  blind  men ' 
are  often  called  upon  to  decipher  such  direc- 
tions as  the  following,  conveyed  in  the  most 
undecided  of  handwritings : — *  To  Mrs.  Slater 
to  the  Prince  of  wales  in  fits  Roy  place  Kin- 
teston  London  paid.'  The '  blind  men '  decide 
that  this  means  the  *  Prince  of  Wales  *  pubUc 
house,  Fitzroy  Place,  Kentish  Town  ;  and 
their  verdict  is  final. 

Sometimes  comic  boys  address  their  rela- 
tives in  London  in  the  rudest  pictorial  form, 
giving  a  good  deal  of  trouble  to  the  '  blind 
men.'  A  picture  of  a  garden  and  a  street, 
with  a  fancy  portrait  of  the  person  for  whom 
the  letter  is  intended,  drawn  outside  the  note 
by  a  not  very  artistic  youth  of  seven  years 
of  age,  is  not  calculated  to  ease  the  sorting 
labour  of  the  General  Post-Office.  Ad- 
dressed to  *  My  Uncle  Jon,  in  London ; ' 
'  Wilm  Stratton,  commonly  cald  teapot  Wee- 
lin ; '  '  Mary  Ann  Street,  Red  Rive  lane 
Luke  St.  next  door  to  the  ocean  ; '  '  To  No. 
3  Cros  bsbry  Row  For  The  Female  whith 
the  Infant  up  Bromley  Stairs  ; '  'Ann  Poror 
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at  Mrs.  Winhursts  No.  24  Next  door  to  two 
to  one ; '  '  MikeU  GoodHff  at  St.  Nouts  Prin- 
tis  to  a  Shoo  Maker  Mis  his  name  not  known 
Mrs.  Cooper  is  grandmother  to  the  Lad ; ' 
'  elixa  elarck  saxton  hotel  saintluord  hon  se  ; ' 
and  'This  fanke  Taghe  Warkitt  iU  Wise 
Comse  Wile  of  Withe/  with  many  more  like 
them  have  come,  and  are  constantly  coming 
under  the  notice  of  this  branch  of  the  sorting 
department. 

The  '  blind  men  '  feel  a  professional  artistic 
pride  in  mastering  every  difficulty,  although 
the  difficulty  is  to  be  taken  to  the  land^s  end 
for  the  small  charge  of  a  penny.  Failing  all 
attempts  to  make  clear  that  which  is  never 
to  be  read  in  this  world,  the  interior  (after 
the  proper  forms  have  been  observed)  is  at 
last  looked  into,  only  to  present  a  larger  and 
more  enigmatical  surfikce  still.  The  only 
colourable  explanation  that  can  be  given  of 
the  mystery,  based  upon  the  annual  aven^ 
of  riddles  which  come  before  the  '  blind  men,' 
is,  that  some  Irish  hop  picker,  passing 
through  London  on  his  road  to  Kent,  is 
anxious  to  communicate  with  a  relative  in 
some  part  of  his  native  country. 

The  Sorting  Office  for  newspapers  and 
packets  is  upon  an  upper  floor,  and  is 
reached  by  an  endless  staircase,  worked  by 
machinery,  which  revolves  and  Lcends,  Hke 
the  spokes  of  the  treading  miU.  The  busi- 
ness  m  this  department  is  very  similar  to 
that  below,  except  that  the  sorting  proceeds 
more  slowly,  and  the  packets,  while  fewer, 
are  much  larger.  The  *  blind  man  *  here  is 
chiefly  engaged  with  the  newspapers,  whose 
moist  addresses  have  either  come  off,  or  been 
partially  torn ;  and  his  work,  Hke  that  of  the 
department,  is  the  heaviest  on  Friday  night, 
the  great  newspaper  despatch  night  of  the 
week.  He  employs  himself  a  ffood  deal  in 
guessing  the  ki^d  of  newspaper  thich  wonld 
probably  go  to  certain  individuals,  when  he 
finds  himself  with  a  number  of  addresses 
without  papers,  and  a  number  of  papers 
without  addresses.  No  disappointment  is  so 
bitter  to  the  country  resident  as  to  miss  his 
weekly  budget  of  news  and  reading,  when 
he  comes  down  to  breakfast  on  a  Saturday 
morning,  or  to  tear  open  the  cover  and  find 
a  tory  organ,  which  he  hates,  in  place  of  the 
whig  organ,  which  he  loves.     The  newspaper 


*  blind  man '  performs  his  work  as  careftilly 
as  he  can;  and  if  he  does  make  an  occa- 
sional mistake,  in  sending  the  wrong  paper 
to  the  wrong  man,  his  countrymen  mast 
forgive  him,  when  they  know  the  difficulties 
with  which  he  has  to  contend. 

By  a  quarter  past  seven  the  first  set  of 
newspaper  bags  are  made  up,  sealed,  and 
sent  gUding  down  a  long,  shining  slide  into 
the  court-yard  of  the  building,  where  they 
meet  with  many  companions  in  the  shape  of 
the  first  letter  bags  sent  from  the  General 
Sorting  Office,  for  the  railway  post-office 
vans  below.  These  bags  are  quickly  packed 
in  one  of  the  dull  red  and  black  omnibus- 
looking  vehicles  waiting  to  receive  them,  and 
are  driven  off  to  the  railway  terminus,  for 
which  they  have  been  partially  sorted  and 
pa<;ked.  Your  aunt's  letter,  being  for  Bol- 
ton, in  Lancashire,  is  sent  to  Enston  Square 
some  time  before  half-past  eight,  where  it  is 
placed  with  a  host  of  companions  in  that 
series  of  glowing  carriages  which  often  ex- 
cites the  curiosity  of  the  railway  night  tra- 
veller. Here  much  of  the  sorting  work  of 
the  General  Post-Office  is  merely  tmosferred, 
and  it  goes  on  unceasingly  throu^  the  night 
and  morning,  as  well  as  the  reception,  re- 
sorting, and  dehvery  of  the  cross-country 
posts,  which  are  taken  in  and  despatched  by 
the  way.  A  number  of  clerics  and  guards, 
who  are  reUeved  at  certain  stages,  attend  to 
this  labour,  while  the  carriages  in  which 
they  stand  are  rolling  along  at  the  rate  of 
five-and-forty  miles  an  hour.  Your  aunt's 
letter,  after  being  turned  out  of  its  divisional 
bag  on  to  the  green-baize  counter  of  this 
flying  post-office,  is  sorted  into  a  pigeon  hole, 
where  it  remains  until  it  collects  a  certain 
number  of  companions  to  form  a  bundle. 
This  bundle  is  then  tied  up,  and  dropped 
into  the  Bolton  bag,  which  hangs  up,  witn  a 
brass  ticket  on  it,  at  the  side  of  the  carriage. 
When  the  time  arrives  for  this  bag  to  be 
closed,  that  is,  when  the  train  arrives  within 
a  few  miles  of  the  town,  the  despatch  is 
sealed  up,  and  put  into  a  rough  leather 
covering,  and  without  stopping  a  moment, 
or  slackening  one  degree  of  a  mile  an  hour 
in  the  speed,  the  Bolton  letters  are  dropped, 
by  the  aid  of  some  external  machinery,  ssSeXj 
into  a  roadside  net.     Here  the   post-office 
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authorities  of  the  town  are  waiting  to  receive 
them,  having  dropped,  in  exchange,  a  num- 
ber of  full  bags  into  a  projecting  net  of  the 
fljing  carriage ;  and  by  the  time  the  bag  is 
opened,  and  your  aunt's  letter  is  ready  for 
delivery  before  she  comes  down  to  break&st 
in  the  morning,  the  railway  post-office  has 
gone  on  catching  and  discharging  letters 
along  a  further  line  of  two  hundred  miles. — 
Leisure  Hour. 

TO  THE  YOUNG  READERS  OF  THE  MAGAZINE. 

Chhlstmas  is  over,  little  folks, 

You  say  you*ve  nought  to  do; 
Listen  to  me,  and  I  will  try 

And  find  you  something  new. 

Now,  you  are  verj'  dull,  my  dears, 

And  this  full  well  I  know ; 
For  Christmas  trees  and  Christmas  gifts 

Sooner  or  later  go. 

You  think  that  school  is  very  dull, 

E'en  when,  with  meny  play 
To  cheer  you  when  the  lesson's  o'er. 

You  romp  on  some  bright  day. 

Then  I  adrise  you,  one  and  all. 

Who've  ever  wearj'  been. 
To  pay  for  having  every  month 

This  good  stamp  magazine. 

Then,  when  you've  taken  this  good  step, 

Scrape  cash  enough  together 
To  get  a  stamp  book  to  amuse 

Yourselves  in  rainy  weather. 

And — do  not  do  a  thing  by  halves — 

Try  each  your  very  best 
To  get  a  good  collection  made 

With  care  and  interest. 

Whoever  takes  my  good  advice 
May  write  and  tell  me  so, 

m 

In  a  few  verses  thaukiug  me 

Through  Stafford  Smith  &  Co. 

0.  P.  Q. 


EEVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Fostcuje- Stamp  Album  and  Catalogue  of  British 
and  Foreign  Postage  Stamps,  By  Henry 
Whymper.  (Forming  the  Third  Edition 
of  Oppen's  Album  and  Catalogue). 
London :  Benjamin  Blake. 

Ok  the  whole,  this  is  a  much  better  edition 
than  the  second.  The  paper  and  style  of 
printing  were  unexceptionable  before,  and 
incapable  of  improvement ;  but  the  covers 
are  now  more  elaborate  and  elegant.     One 


alteration  we  think,  in  the  present  great 
spread  of  emissions,  not  advisable ;  we  mean 
the  abstraction  of  a  couple  of  dozen  pages 
from  the  catalogue.  It  is  true  that  in  the 
previous  volumes  some  countries — Holland, 
Lubeck,  Mecklenburg  Schwerin,  St.  Helena, 
Reunion,  and,  pre-eminently,  British  Colum- 
bia— had  more  space  assigned  them  than 
was  requisite;  the  latter,  for  its  solitary 
specimen,  being  provided  with  no  fewer  than 
six  dozen  spaces ;  but  these  vacancies  might 
have  been  bestowed  upon  other  places,  such 
as  Spain,  Prussia,  Saxony,  Switzerland,  &c., 
which  were  deficient  in  room  for  their 
numerous  emissions ;  and  more(5ver,  some  of 
them  left  for  the  issues  of  countries  such  as 
Egypt,  for  example,  which,  we  understand, 
contemplate  the  utterance  of  postage  stamps. 

In  the  present  volume,  France,  for  ex- 
ample, is  mulcted  of  a  page,  although  its 
numerous  stamps  and  essays  were  ill-pro- 
vided with  room  even  before ;  and  Hamburg 
has  no  space  for  its  really-accredited  locals. 
Europe,  however,  is  yet  a  gainer  by  the  new 
arrangement ;  a  great  convenience  being 
ensured  by  additional  pages  for  Parma, 
Modena,  Romagna,  Tuscany,  and  the  Two 
Sicilies.  In  Asia,  Hong  Kong  is  assigned  a 
separate  page,  not  being  crowded  into  India, 
as  in  the  previous  albums.  In  the  present 
edition  the  part  devoted  to  the  West  Indies 
is  much  improved,  by  the  separation  of  the 
respective  islands  ;  and  the  useless  space 
formerly  occupied  by  French  and  Dutch 
Guiana  is  more  judiciously  bestowed.  In 
Australasia,  the  large  proportion  devoted  to 
New  Caledonia  is  got  rid  of;  but  we  miss  a 
page  for  the  Philippine  Islands,  whose 
stamps,  indeed,  seem  to  be  ignored  alto- 
gether in  the  album,  though  they  are  quoted* 
in  the  catalogue ;  and  we  conclude  the 
stamps  of  Cuba,  and  other  Spanish  colonies, 
are  intended  to  lie  with  those  of  Spain, 
which  has  not  enough  room  for  those  even 
of  the  mother  country. 

A  few  additional  pages  are  bestowed  on 
the  catalogue,  which  is  considerably  im* 
proved  in  correctness  and  detail.  A  much 
fuller  notice  is  taken  of  some  of  the  numerous 
English  essays;  many  omissions  noticeable 
in  the  former  edition  are  supplied ;  stamps 
since  issued  are  noted ;  a  page  or  more  is 
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added  for  the  enumeration  of  the  locals  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  several  errors  have 
been  corrected,  and  requisite  emendations 
provided. 

A  sheet  containing  between  forty  and  fitly 
engravings  of  stamps,  printed  in  blue,  forms 
an  attractive  frontispiece  to  the  work.  Some 
of  the  specimens  figured  are  of  great  rarity  ; 
one,  the  Langton^s  Express,  we  believe 
unique. 

The  album  being  provided  with  guards, 
we  would  suggest  to  the  publishers  to  oflTer 
for  sale  some  loose  leaves  similar  to  those 
ruled  in  squares  for  the  book,  which  could 
be  readily  gummed  in,  and  thus  uniformly 
supply  gaps  where  the  allowance  is  at  present 
insufficient. 

In  reviewing  the  second  edition  we  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  its  rapid  sale  would 
necessitate  another  and  a  superior  one.  Our 
semi-prophetic  wish  has  been  fulfilled,  and 
we  beg  cordially  to  repeat  the  same. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  FIVE  lU  APPLIED  TO  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Haqazine.* 

Sm, — ^Will  anyone  be  kind  enough  to  enlighten  me  as 
to  the  relative  values  of  the  coins  described  on  the  German 
postage  stamps, — as  a  ffuten  ffroschettj  a  ailber  groachen^  a 
neu  ffrotchettf  and  a  grosehen  f 

True  it  is,  I  have  learned  the  three  Rs,  —  reading. 
*riting,  and,  above  all,  *rithmetic.  I  have  also  leamwi 
the  fourth  and  fifth  Us,  which  are  not  quite  so  common, 
^Tx.,  to  remark  and  reflect;  yet  with  all  these  advan- 
tages—assisted,  or,  more  correctly  speaking,  mystified,  by 
two  or  three  German  dictionaries,  and  Mount  Brown  s 
money  table — I  must  confess  mvself  fairly  puzzled. 

The  neu  gro9chen  is,  if  I  recollect  right,  peculiar  to  the 
Saxon  postage  stamps.  The  other  three  occur  separately 
in  the  Lssues  of  several  German  states ;  but  only  in  the 
various  issues  of  the  kingdom  of  Hanover  are  all  three  to 
be  found  together.  In  the  1851  issue,  the  envelope  stamp 
equivalent  to  the  adhesive  guteu  groschen,  is  mscribed 
em  guter  groscJten^  and  on  the  brown  quartett  stamp  of 
Brunswick  it  is  called  a  gate  groschen.  Whv  tnese 
vagaries  in  spelling?  Gute  and  guter  may  perhaps  be 
accounted  for  as  the  first  and  second  form  of  declension  of 
the  nominative  masculine  of  the  common  adjective  yw^/ 
but  my  slender  knowledge  of  the  German  language  does 
not  perceive  how  guten  can  be  explained.  However,  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  Germans,  like  ourselves,  do  not 
strictly  adhere  to  the  rules  of  grammar  M-ith  regard  to 
money,  but  give  way  to  arbitrary  custom.  For  instance, 
if  the  price  of  an  article  be  forty  shillings,  we  say  it  is 
tw«  pounds ;  but  if  fifty  shillings,  we  sa  y  two  pound  ten, 
makmg  a  plural  in  one  case  and  not  in  the  other.  Again, 
how  common  it  is  to  say  a  sixpence,  though  pence  is 
plural,  yet  whoever  thinks  of  sa^'mg  a  threepence  ? 

Mais  revenons  d  noa  moutotia.  With  regard  to  the 
relative  value  of  the  guter  groschen  and  the  silber  gros- 


chen, the  Brunswick  stamps  seem  to  throw  a  little  lijrht 
on  the  subject.  The  quartett  brou-n  informs  us  that 
three  pfennige  are  the  fourth  of  a  gute  groschen,  there- 
fore tnere  are  twelve  pfennige  in  a  gute  or  guter  groschen. 
The  next  but  one  in  value  (black  on  green)  states  tliat 
five  pfennige  is  the  half  of  a  (silber })  groschen,  therefore 
there  are  ten  pfennige  to  a  (silber })  groschen.  If  this 
assumption  be  correct,  and  if,  as  I  believe  is  generally 
admitttcd,  a  thaler  contain  three  hundred  pfennige,  how 
C4>raes  it  that,  while  Mount  BroiMi  and  Oppen  reckon 
thirty  silber  groschen  of  ten  pfennige  each  to  a  thaler, 
thev'onlv  give  twenty-four  guten  groschen,  or  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  pfennige,  to  the  same  identical 
coin.  Twentv-five  guten  groschen  would  seem  more 
conxjct.  At  all  evente,  some  explanation  is  required  for 
the  uninitiated. 

I  obsen'e  in  Mount  Brown's  money  table,  that  Olden- 
burg is  placed  in  the  same  brace  wtn  Hamburg, — surely 
a  mistake.  It  appears  more  reasonable  that  it  should 
change  places  ^dth  Prussia,  and  that  Prussia  should  be 
classed  with  Brunswick ;  inasmuch  as  the  four  pfennige 
and  six  pfennige  of  the  present  issue  indicate  a  twelve 
rather  than  a  ten  pfennige  ^^roschen.  It  seems  somewhat 
audacious  to  find  fault  with  so  high  an  authority  as 
Mount  Brown,  and  perhaps,  like  Colenso,  my  sceptical 
arithmetic  is  carrying  me  beyond  my  depth;  still,  like 
that  pertinacious  prelate,  I  like  to  say  wnat  I  think,  so 
will  now  venture  to  turn  my  criticism  and  sceptieism  to  an 
assertion  at  page  143  of  your  October  magazme,  wherein, 
in  rather  ambiguous  terms,  you  announce  that  the  two 
grote  of  Bremen  (I  presimie  vou  mean  half  a  dozen  of 
them)  will  now  free  a  letter  to  "England. 

It  strikes  me  as  somewhat  curious,  as  well  as  inconsis- 
tent, that  a  stamp  bearing  the  local  inscription  of  Sfa^t 
Post  Amfj  exactly  the  same  as  the  three  grote  blue,  which 
has  aways  been  understood  as  designed  only  for  the  town 
or  district  of  Bremen,  should  be  selected  for  foreign  post- 
age, particularly  as  a  German  groat  is  worth  sometiung 
less  than  an  English  halfpenny,  so  that  at  least  half  a 
dozen  such  stamps  would  be  renuired  to  free  a  single 
letter,  unless,  indeed,  the  postage  from  Bremen  to  Engluid 
has  been  recently  much  reduced. 

I  know  not  whether  the  much-mooted  point  as  to  the 
reality  of  the  blue  Canadian  124  cent  is  positively 
settled.  Lewes  &  Pemberton  consider  it  a  fancy  article ; 
but  then  they  are  equally  severe  on  the  one  groschen  blue 
of  Hanover,  which  many  good  jud^  accept  as  genuine. 
Your  correspondent  of  ^une  last  is  also  very  sceptical, 
and  naturally  so ;  for  he  seems  to  have  been  so  successful 
in  chemical  coniuring  with  regard  to  colour,  that  I  should 
not  wonder  if  he  doubted  the  original  colour  of  every- 
thing in  existence,  from  green  tea  to  blue  diamonds ! 

I  lately  purchased  a  postmarked  specimen  for  a  half- 
penny, fi^m  a  bo)r  who  nas  not  the  ^mption,  even  if  he 
nad  the  inclination,  to  tamper  with  it.  Therefore  it 
seems  clear  that  the  Canadian  Post-Office  did  once  upon 
a  time  issue  a  sheet  of  blues ;  or  else  sea  air,  or  sea  water, 
must  have  a  peculiarly  potent  effect  on  the  colouring 
matter  of  the  Canadian  greens. 

Another  difficulty  which  the  five  Bs  have  failed  to 
elucidate  is,  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  letters  L.  H.  P.  A- 
in  the  four  comers  of  the  Bergedorf  stamps.' — simple 
enough,  no  doubt,  wh^i  one  knows  it. 

Clifton,  FEXTONU. 


THE   PARAGUAYAX  ESSAYS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collector's  Maoawne.* 

Sir, — Judging  by  my  ou-n  opinion,  I  have  little  doubt 
that  any  contributions  to  the  Stamp-Collect^t' »  Magazine 
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tending  to  clear  up  any  obaourity  there  may  be  in  the 
Bubjeet  on  which  it  treate,  would  prove  acceptable  to  the 
readers  thereof.  I  beg  to  hand  you  an  exti^act  from  a 
letter  lately  received  by  myself,  from  a  cousin  who  holds 
an  appointment  in  the  medical  staff  of  the  Paraguayan 
army,  to  whom  I  had  written^  asking  him  to  obtain  all 
the  particulars  he  could  relative  to  the  essays  of  Pam- 
guay.  He  says :  *  The  other  day  I  got  hold  of  the  Post- 
master-General, and  obtained  the  whole  history  of  the 
(so-called)  Pai^uayan  post^e  stamps.  lie  assures  me 
mat  they  never  existed.  The  fact  is,  that  when  the 
general  was  in  Paris,  some  enterprising  printer  called 
upon  him  with  the  design,  which,  oy  the  bye,  is  a  copy 
or  the  impression  on  the  one-real  notes — a  hon  impaled, 
&c.,  and  a  few  were  printed  in  various  colours  as  speci- 
mens, but  they  w^ere  never  issued,  and,  unless  the  postage 
S}'stem  is  cntirelj'  changed  here,  never  will  be.'  Trust- 
ing this  will  be  a  step  towards  clearing  up  this  vexed 
question,  I  am,  &c., 

WetimtmUr.  W.  E.  H. 

[The  Paraguay  stamps  have  never  been  recognised 
otherwise  thtm  as  essays  by  collectors,  and  we  are  not 
aware  that  any  doubt  on  the  subject  ever  existed.  The 
absence  of  monetary  value  is  a  sufficient  i>roof  that  they 
were  not  intended  for  circulation  in  their  actual  con- 
dition ;  and  until  Paragnay  should  be  acknowledged  as  a 
kingdom,  they  would  of  course  be  abortive. — £d.] 


THE  PRINCE  CONSORT  STAMPS, 
lb  iMe  Editor  of  the  *■  Stamp  Collector's  Magazine.' 

Deab  Sir, — I  enclose  two  each  of  the  Prince  Albert 
Essays,  simply  to  prove  that  they  are  cut  from  the  sheets. 
You  can  as  rcAdily  return  two  as  one. 

Of  their  genuineness  there  can  be  no  question.  You 
may  rememoer  the  marriage  of  her  Majesty  with  Prince 
Albert,  which  took  place  in  February,  1840.  The  Mul- 
readv  envelopes,  issued  two  or  three  months  after,  were  a 
decided  failure.  New  designs  were  called  for,  and  even- 
tually elicited  the  stamm  still  in  use.  But  these  were 
halcyon  days  with  the  Queen.  She  fancied  a  fUll  com- 
pliance with  her  wishes.  She  wanted  £50j000  a-year 
for  her  husband ;  the  title  of  Prince  Consort,  if  not  king 
Consort ;  a  seat  in  the  House  of  >Lords ;  and,  as  regards 
the  Peerage,  a  precedence  before  the  royal  dukes :  and  as 
Lord  Melnoume  was  the  minister,  he  was  disposed  to 
further  all  her  designs.  But  they  wholly  failed.  The 
£50,000  was  reduced  to  £30,000 ;  and  as  to  honours,  he 
had  none  granted  to  him — he  was  prince  consort  only  for 
the  ktter  years  of  his  existence. 

The  engraving  such  a  stamp  as  the  PVince  Albert  Essay 
wuld  only  have  been  attempted  by  permission  of  Loi^ 
Melbourne ;  but  which,  highlv  censuruble  as  it  certainly 
VM,  could  not  escape  prohitition  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Privy  Council ;  and  many  years  since  I  read  that  such 
had  Deen  attempted,  but  that  the  stamp  was  ordered  to 
be  destroyed.  Then  came  on  those  in  pattern  the  same 
ai  we  now  have. 

In  July  or  August  last,  six  black  impressions,  torn  from 
a  sheet,  were  found  among  some  old  letters  of  1840-1-2, 
and  a  few  years  onward.  I  gave  a  note  of  this  discovery 
in  your  September  magazine,  but  that  elicited  no  reply. 
Among  the  papers  of  a  nerson,  deceased  about  three  years 
Mice,  were  found  two  sneets  of  these  stamps.  A  member 
of  the  family  took  them  to  the  Commissioners  of  Inland 
Rc\'enue  at 'Somerset  House.  It  took  them  quite  by  sur- 
prise ;  and  after  considerable  dist^ussion  among  them,  in 
an  under  tone,  they  returned  the  stamps  to  the  party 
pWftTit,  with  these  remarks : — '  They  (tne  stamps)  cer- 
tainly were  very  extraordinary  :  they  knew  nothmg  of 


their  history ;  but  the  stamps  were  of  no  value  for  the 
transmission  of  letters.'  As  the  stamps  had  no  sanction 
from  the  ruling  powers,  they  would  not  come  before  the 
commissioners ;  and  the  rest  follows  of  course. 

Early  last  month  I  was  informed,  by  one  of  the  family, 
of  these  stamps,  and  was  also  told  I  might  purchase  them 
if  I  pleased :  they  would  send  one  of  each  for  my  decision. 
I  purchased  thom. 

The  engrax  in^  is  precisely  the  same  as  the  black  and 
red  stamps  of  Victoria  1840.  There  is  the  same  want  of 
the  white  line  above  the  value,  as  in  the  first  black 
penny,  and  the  first  blue  twopenny,  now  sought  for  by 
collectors. 

Another  interesting  fact,  as  respects  the  sheets,  is 
shown  by  the  examples  in  my  possession.  It  was  mooted 
as  to  the  supply  to  the  stationers,  that  thev  should  have 
five  per  cent,  for  selling  them ;  hence  my  black  sheet  has 
twent)-one  dozen  on  it ;  so  that  twenty  shillings  would 
be  paid  by  the  stationer,  and  the  extra  shilling's  worth 
it  was  proposed  should  be  his  profit.  My  sheet  of  red 
stamps  nas  but  twenty  dozen,  not  twenty-one ;  so  that 
these  were  only  indecisive  propositions. 

I  have  been  thus  far  garrulous,  to  conxince  you  I  have 
the  fullest  reliance  on  their  genuine  character.  I  have 
the  six,  discovered  as  I  stated,  and  the  two  sheets.  I  am 
ignorant  of  any  others,  and  believe  I  possess  all  that 
remain.     ^ 

I  have  told  you  all,  and  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

London.  J.  H.  BURN. 


THE  THREEPENNY  NEW  ZEALAND  STAMP. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collector's  Magazine.' 

Bear  Sir, — I  have  been  informed  that  there  will  bo 
no  more  threepenny  New  Zealand  stamps  issued.  The 
postage  via  Marseilles  is  raised  from  9d.  to  lOd. ;  and  my 
friend  in  New  Zeahind  was  unable  to  get  threepenny 
stamps,  the  authorities  t4>lling  him  that  the  issue  had 
stopped,  and  that  there  was  a  tenpeuny  stamp  in  pro- 
spective. Yours  obediently, 

Bedford,  J.  HAWKINS. 


MR.  HUSSEY  AND   THE   AMERICAN   STAMP 
USUALLY  DESIGNATED  *  BIG-HEAD.' 

To  the  Editor  of  tJie  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  had  my  attention  called  to  your 

fublicatiou,  the  Stamp-Colleetor* a  Magazine.  At  page 
62,  in  voiw  November  number,  you  say : — 
*  New  York  Post-Office :  large  rect.  This  stamp,  well 
known  to  collectors  by  the  designation  of  **  big-nead," 
was  formerly  supposed  to  be  a  government  issue,  but  is 
now  ascertained  to  prove  one  of  Mr.  Hussej^'s  legions  of 
postal  offspring,'  &c. 

I  would  hereby  advise  you  to  be  more  careful  of  your 
wholesale  assertion.  To  my  best  knowledge  and  belief,  I 
never,  either  awake  or  asleep,  thought  of  doing  that 
WTong  to  the  community  of  stamp  collectors  or  dealers. 
Why  you  should  have  selected  me  as  the  scapegoat  I  know 
not,' but  can  assure  you  that  no  man  living  can  be  more 
averse  to  counterfeiting  of  the  original.  I  nad  at  one  time 
twenty-five,  which  I  sold  at  prices  varying  from  fifty 
cents  to  one  dollar :  the  last  I  parted  with  about  the  time 
of  your  November  iffiue.  Of  tne  counterfeits  I  have  seen 
one,  and  only  one.  It  came,  or  was  brought  to  my  office 
to  he  compared  with  the  originals  that  I  was  known  to 
have.  Ine  said  counterfeit  came  from  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts.    You  would  be  but  doing  me  justice  by  a 
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counter  statement,  as  I  can  fully  satUfy  any  correspondont 
you  may  confide  in  this  side  the  wateir  of  my  innocvficy, 
as  I  have  never  offered  either  to  buy  or  sell  a  single  one 
of  th')se  said  counterfeits. 

Your  further  remarks  about  my  fertile  imajrination 
may^  for  aught  I  know  of  you,  apply  equally  as  well  to 
yourself  as  me ;  and  as  I  can  see  no  harm  to  come  of  its 
fertility,  or  its  cultivation,  will  beg  you  the  favour  of  a 
copy  of  your  magazine  re-investing  me  as  a  gentleman 
beyond  counterfeiting  a  stamp  of  his  Uncle  Samuel's. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

New  York.  GfiORGE  HUSSET. 

[Mr.  Huasey  totally  misunderstood  our  remarks.  We 
had  not  the  shghtest  intention  of  stigmatising  him  as  a 
forger  of  the  stamp  in  <j[ue«tion.  We  were  informed,  and 
merely  repeated  our  lufonuation  in  the  nages  of  the 
magazine,  that  the  '  big-head'  was  one  of  Hussej'^s  own 
stamps ;  and  we  meant  no  sneer  in  alluding  to  the  ferti- 
lity of  his  invention.  We  forbear  i-epeatiug  one  or  two 
well-known  proverbs  that  strike  us  as  applicable  in  the 
present  case. — Ed.] 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Lady  C.  is  informed  that  her  New  Zealand  penny 
stamp  has  every  appearance  of  being  a  Columbo  salvage. 

H.  B,  B.,  Stratford  Green. — We  ha%e  seen  your  40  c. 
Swiss  yellow  noted  in  Continental  catalogues,  and  have 
no  dou'bt  of  its  being  genuine. 

Reunion. — The  suecimens  you  describe  are  Spanish, 
Frenchj  Belgian,  ana  German  receipt  or  bill  stamps.  We 
would  unpress  upon  our  corresponaents  the  advisability 
of  always  forwarding  a  doubtful  stamp  for  inspection, 
with  a  stamp  or  stumped  envelope  for  tne  due  return  of 
the  same. 

J.  W.  K.,  Bamsburj*. — The  black  penny  V/R.  oflBcial 
may  be  easily  identified  by  noticing  that  the  distinguish- 
ing letters  are  in  the  upper  comers  of  the  stamp,  and  the 
usual  Maltese  crosst^s  in  the  lower  angles.  We  may  here 
caution  amateurs  against  forgeries  of  this  rarity,  made  in 
this  manner :  a  black  penny  stamp  is  used  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  the  two  crosses  and  two  letters  are  cut  out  neatly ; 
the  former  are  transplanted  from  above  to  below ;  an  R 
is  taken  from  another  specimen,  and  placed  in  the  upper 
nght  angle ;  and,  as  no  V  is  ever  found  on  our  stamps,  an 
A  with  the  cross  line  scratched  out,  when  tiumed  topsy- 
turvy, does  duty  for  the  wanted  letter. 

E.  o.  S. — It  IS  not  at  all  surpiisiug  that  parties  who 
have  lived  in  India  deny  the  existence  of  a  red  half-anna, 
when,  as  we  have  remarked  before,  even  the  keepers  of 
our  own  post-office's  have,  most  of  them,  never  seen,  or 
heard  of  tne  existence  of  the  English  higher-priced  enve- 
lopes. A  friend  of  ours  at  lionolulu  had  never  heard  of 
the  13  cents  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  till  wo  wrote  ask- 
ing for  it. 

F.  C.  Channino. — We  think  the  Prussian,  and  we 
know  the  French  stamps  you  inscribe  are  imitations, 
either  for  labelling  bonbon  boxes,  or  possibly  for  the  more 
nefarious  purpose  of  taking  in  the  Jolly  Greens. 

W.  S.  Bevkrley,  Yorkrfiire. — We  can  give  no  opinion 
respecting  your  stamp,  in  the  absence  of  fuller  informa- 
tion. 

P.  S.,  Ealing. — We  are  of  your  opinion,  that  the 
publishei's,  in  providing  the  elegant  covers  for  binding  the 
iStamp'ColUvttrs  Md^aziney  were  too  liberal;  inasmuch 
as  they  y;^\e  a  2  c.  Nova  Scotia  for  the  extm  adornment 
of  the  volume,  whereas  a  1  c.  of  the  same  country  would 
have  cost  them  less  by  one-half. 


R.  F.  WiLME,  Dublin. — The  fac-simile  you  forwarded 
is  eWdtntly  that  of  the  official  stamp  of  a  Beljrian  con- 
sul.— There  never  has  been  either  a  45  c.  or  50  r.  French 
stamp. — The  Ionian  series  i^-ill  of  course  be  do  longer 
used,  since  the  cession  of  the  Islands  to  Greece.— The 
stamps  of  the  latter  country,  not  hanng  borne  the  sove- 
reign s  head,  are  not  likeh'  to  be  changed. 

A.  M.  S.,  Lowestoft. — We  are  obliged  for  the  inforrai- 
tion  of  the  genuineness  of  the  5  c  blue  New  Bnmswk 
stamp,  proved  by  your  n*ception  of  two  postmarked  indi- 
viduals direct  from  that  colony. — We  have  several  times 
observed  the  Victor  Emanuel's  head  turned  topsy-tunT, 
both  on  the  Sardinian  stamps  and  those  for  Naples  and 
Sicily.  We  account  for  it  on  the  supposntion  that  the 
head  is  impressed  after  the  completion  oi  the  rest  of  the 
stamp. 

Alfred  R.,  Birmingham. — In  the  number  of  the 
magazine  for  last  month  we  expressed  our  opinion,  that 
newspaper  stamps  of  our  own  country — sending  as  they  do 
for  prepajTnent  exclusively,  without  n»ference  to  duty,  « 
formerly — are  admissible  m  stamp-collectors*  albums. 

M.  E.  S.,  Carthorpe. — Your  Hamonia  stamp  is  one  of  a 
series  often,  emanating  from  the  fertile  bram  of  one  of 
the  Hamburg  speculators  upon  the  credulity  of  the 
unwarj'. 

Tony,  Birkenhead.— We  stated  in  our  last  that  New 
Year's  Day  had  been  fixed  for  the  issue  of  the  new 
Italian  stamps ;  but  we  saw  not  only  the  10  c.,  but  almost 
all  the  others,  postmarked  bt»fore  thiat  day,  and  conclude 
the  previous  stock  had  been  exhausted  in  8oii»e  cities — 
Witn  regard  to  the  native  places  of  the  numerous  locals 
for  the  United  States,  much  information  is  yet  required ; 
and  we  hope  the  gentleman  who  contributed  the  two 
interesting  papers  on  the  stamps  in  question,  \i*iU  favour 
our  readers  with  an  accredited  list  marking  the  places 
whence  they  emanated.  We  possess  an  American  postal- 
stamp  catalogue;  but  it  gives  little,  if  any,  additional 
information  to  that  afford^  by  Mount  Bro^^-n's  manuaL 

G.  K.  A.,  Beverley. — The  presence  of  an  adhesive  penny 
stamp,  and  the  date  of  the  postmark  (1843)  on  your  letter, 
are  proofs  that  it  could  not  nave  been  a  frank.*  It  is  not 
unusual  for  writers  to  sign  their  name«  on  the  addresses 
of  their  communications. — Your  other  enclosure  is  eri- 
deutly  some  individual's  coat  of  arma,  stamped  in  order 
to  head  or  seal  a  letter. 

M.  A.  £. — Your  Staten  Island  stamp  is  catalogued  as 
genuine  in  the  last  edition  of  Mount  Brown. 

E.  A.  M.  Fry. — The  numbers  postmarked  on  our 
stamps  denote  the  different  towns  whence  the  letters 
bearing  them  arrive. — We  hope  the  publishers  ynM  follow 
your  suggestion,  of  publidiing  a  list  of  the  numbers  cor- 
responding with  all  the  towns  in  England. 

H.  W.,  London,  W.  —  We  believe  the  series  lately 
issued  for  Italy  is  for  the  postal  purposes  of  all  parts  of 
that  kingdom  under  the  present  dominion  of  Victor 
Emanuel ;  and  that,  consequently,  the  stamps  employed 
for  Naples  and  Sicily  some  little  time  since  are  now 
obsolete. — The  twopenny  Newfoimdland  is  now  dark- 
coloured,  like  most  of  the  others,  but  we  have  never  seen 
an  eightpenny  other  than  bright  red. — We  believe  Mr. 
Brown  will  endeavour  to  clear  the  almost  hopele«B  con- 
fusion observable  in  the  d(>scriptions  of  the  Peruvian 
stamps,  should  his  manual  ever  reach  a  fifth  edition. — We 
are  obliged  for  the  kind  expressions  of  satisfaction  you 
evince  with  regai"d  to  the  amusement  and  information 
derivable  fn>m  our  magazine. 

E.  F. — Your  two  huge  oval  Prussian  stamps  are  either 
for  deeds,  drafts,  or  newspapers. — The  printing  on  the 
back  of  the  Roman  baj.  7,  pn>ve8  it  to  have  been  cut  from 
some  periodical. — The  Bi'azilian  stamps  are  genuine. 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  MY  STAMP  ALBUM. 

CHAPTER   IV. 

lovb's  young  drkam. 

*  What  shades  the  fields  a  fairer  green, 
And  lends  enchantment  to  the  scene ; 
Making  each  object  brijijhtcr  nrove ; 
The  airj'  warblers  sweeter  sound ; 
A  richer  perfume  waft  around 
From  ev'r)*  glowing  dower  r — Tis  Love.' 

For  some  weeks  after  AUan^s  departnre  I 
was  detained  in  Wiesbaden.  The  basiness 
affairs  which  had  called  me  hither  could  not 
be  satis&ctorilj  arranged ;  and  my  employ- 
ers, thinking  I  should  have  to  pass  the 
winter  there,  sent  me  an  introduction  to  a 
Mr.  Davenport,  an  Englishman  of  wealth 
and  good  birth,  who  lived  in  a  fine  old 
mansion  called  the  Schloss  Rosenberg,  situ- 
ated about  a  mile  from  the  town,  and  who 
liad  been  fonnerly  acquainted  with  our 
senior  partner,  Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Davenport 
received  me  politely,  though  coldly,  and 
invited  me  to  spend  as  much  of  my  time  as 
I  liked  at  his  house.  I  gladly  profited  by 
bis  kindness,  attracted  by  the  sweet,  beau- 
tiful fiice  of  his  only  daughter,  and  forsook 
all  other  amusements  to  pass  my  leisure 
hours  in  her  society. 

Emily  Davenport  was  tall,  and  slightly, 
bnt  gracefully,  formed.  Her  hair  and  eyes 
were  dark  ;  but  her  complexion  possessed 
that  brilliancy  and  purity  only  seen  in  our 
lovely  countrywomen.  Her  voice  was  soft 
and  low,  and  her  manners  Hvely  and  cheer- 
ful, without  being  noisy  or  boisterous.  She 
was  docile  and  affectionate  to  her  stern, 
grave  father ;  gentle,  caressing,  and  tender 
to  a  we«^-uiinded  and  invalid  mother ;  and 
was  the  delight  and  pride  of  her  parents' 
heart. 

Oh!  how  I  now  loathed  and  despised 
former  scenes  of  revelry  :  how  I  thrust  from 
me  the  recollection  of  nights  spent  in  hollow 
mirth ;  of  carousing  and  dissipation  pro- 
longed till  the  bright,  twinkling  stars  had 
finded  before  the  light  of  dawning  day ! 
How  I  abhorred  the  temptations,  the  allure- 
ments that  had  drawn  me  aside  in  this  town 
from  the  calm,  innocent  pleasures  of  other 
days.  I  felt  so  fiir  removed  from  the  pure, 
mild  atmosphere  which  surrounded  Emily, 
though  perhaps  I  had  not  been  worse  than 


other  young  men  of  the  present  day  ;  but  I 
felt  what  an  immeasurable  gulf,  what  a 
deep  chasm  of  low,  grovelling  thoughts  and 
hidden  depravity  yawned  between  and  sepa- 
rated the  ordinary  lives  and  pursuits  of  man 
from  those  of  noble  and  elevated  woman ! 

I  now  quickly  threw  up  all  other  occupa- 
tion and  amusement,  to  pursue  the  delightful 
and  intoxicating  one  of  gaining  Emily^s 
affections.  She  regarded  me,  I  imagined, 
with  favour;  but  of  the  sentiments  of  her 
father  and  mother  respecting  my  wishes,  I 
could  not  form  the  slightest  idea ;  for  Mr. 
Davenport's  cold  reserve  and  haughty  super- 
ciliousness, and  his  wife's  calm  apathy  and 
languid  inanity,  were  too  much  part  of  their 
natural  disposition  to  enable  mo  to  found  tho 
least  assumption  of  disapprobation  or  other- 
wise therefrom  ;  yet  still,  with  my  fair  sharo 
of  masculine  vanity  and  egotism,  I  could  not 
imagine  for  one  moment  that  the  addresses 
of  a  poor  clerk  in  a  mercantile  house,  with- 
out  fortune  or  position,  couhl  be  acceptable 
to  the  father  of  a  high-born,  wealthy,  and 
beautiful  daughter.  Mr.  Davenport  might 
reasonably  expect  his  future  son-in-law  to 
possess  more  than  a  gentlemanly  exterior 
and  two  hundred  a  year. 

Miserable  and  wretched  at  these  thoughts, 
but  flattered  and  gratified  at  the  preference 
Emily  showed  me,  in  her  own  modest,  femi- 
nine manner,  the  winter  wore  away  in 
alternations  of  despair  and  joy ;  till  at  last, 
summoning  all  my  courage  and  hardihood, 
and  thinking  that  *  faint  heart  never  won 
fair  ladye,'  I  went  one  day  to  the  Schlos.s 
Rosenberg,  and  happening  to  find  Emily 
alone  in  the  garden,  with  many  tremors  and 
flutterings  I  managed  to  pour  forth  love's 
undying  tale;  and  there,  under  the  tender 
shade  of  a  drooping  acacia,  with  the  scent  of  ' 
the  budding  roses  and  sweet  spring  flowers, 
I  received  the  low,  murmured  assurance  of 
Emily's  unalterable  affection,  and  the  first 
and  hohest  pledge  of  reciprocated  love.  I  then 
went  to  Mr.  Davenport,  and  pleaded  my 
cause  with  all  the  eloquence  and  fervour  of 
which  I  was  master ;  but  he  received  my 
suit  with  haughty  surprise  and  cold  disdain ; 
scornfully  and  contemptuously  elevating  his 
fine  eyebrows  at  my  astounding  presumption 
in  aspiring  to  the  hand  of  his  daughter.      In 
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vain  I  urged  that  he  was  wrecking  not  only 
my  happiness  but  that  of  his  only  and 
beloved  child, — he  merely  replied : — 

'  Love  does  not  last  for  ever,  Mr.  Sotherby ; 
and  when  once  Miss  Davenport  is  separated 
from  you,  filial  obedience,  duty,  and  respect 
will  obliterate  all  feelings  not  in  accordance 
with  my  wishes ;  *  and  with  these  words  Mr. 
Davenport,  courteously  opening  the  door  for 
me  to  pass  through,  politely  wished  me 
adieu. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  I  thus 
tamely  submitted  to  my  defeat ; — on  the 
contrary,  no  sooner  arrived  at  my  lodgings, 
than  I  wrote  a  long,  earnest,  and  vehement 
letter  to  Emily,  detailing  my  rejection  by 
her  father ;  imploring  her  to  use  all  her 
influence  with  him  for  the  mitigation  of  our 
sentence ;  and  recounting  all  my  love  and 
anguish. 

I  soon  received  an  affectionate  reply,  im- 
ploring me  to  remain  patient,  and  fully 
confident  of  her  unalterable  love;  trusting 
to  her  availing  herself  of  every  opportunity 
for  disposing  her  father  to  a  more  favourable 
view  of  our  aspirations.  We  continued  for 
some  few  weeks  to  interchange  correspon- 
dence; and  at  last  I  received  a  welcome 
communication  from  her  to  the  effect  that 
her  father  had  at  length,  though  reluctantly, 
yielded  to  her  tears  and  supplications,  and 
granted  us  the  coveted  desire  of  our  hearts. 
For  once,  Cupid  had  triumphed  over  Plutus, 
and  we  were  happy. 

CHAPTER  V. 

ANTICIPATIONS  AND   PREPARATIONS. 

*  How  calmly  smooth  the  current  goes, 
A  perfect  einblem  of  repose ; 
Till  from  the  lofty  mountain's  brow 
A  falliug  fragment  stops  the  flow ! ' 

I  WAS  not  long  allowed  to  revel  in  my  new- 
found joy,  or  to  bask  in  the  sunshine  of 
Mr.  Davenport's  favour  and  Emily's  smiles  ; 
for  soon  after  our  engagement  I  was  sud- 
denly recalled  to  England  by  Messrs.  Clark 
&>  Thomson.  I  obeyed  the  mandate  reluc- 
tantly, and  left  Wiesbaden  with  the  pain  of 
parting  somewhat  assuaged  by  the  prospect 
of  meeting,  after  the  lapse  of  two  months,  in 
London,  where  Mrs.  Davenport  had  wished 
he   marriage   to    take    place.       The    poor 


woman  now  clang,  with  the  tenacity  of  an 
enfeebled  mind,  to  the  idea  of  passing  her 
last  days  where  she  had  passed  her  first  and 
happiest, — ^amidst  the  smoke  and  fog  of  the 
great  metropolis.  I  was  to  take  a  large  and 
commodious  house  somewhere  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Kensington ;  to  furnish  and  fit 
it  up  for  the  reception  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Davenport,  myself,  and  my  future  wife.  My 
income  not  being  sufficient  to  maintain 
Emily  in  the  style  to  which  she  had  been 
accustomed,  her  father  declared  that  she 
should  live  in  none  other ;  consequently  we 
were  to  reside  under  the  paternal  roof  until 
I  became  a  rich  man. 

I  had  numerous  and  frequent  letters  firom 
Edward  Allan  during  my  stay  in  Germany, 
all  breathing  a  spirit  of  gratitude  and  joy 
for  what  I  had  done  for  him :  to  me  he  said 
he  owed  his  restoration  to  his  father's  favour, 
and  the  delight  of  again  being  united  to  the 
sister  to  whom  he  was  fondly  attached.     On 
my  arrival  in  London  I  wrote  and  told  him 
of  my  approaching   marriage   with   Emily 
Davenport,  and  invited  him   to   come  and 
pass  a  few  weeks  with  me  before  the  happy 
event  took  place.     His  answer  came,  after 
some  brief  delay, — cordial,  pleased,  and  con- 
senting :  I  might  expect  him  by  that  evening's 
train  from  the  north :  he  shoxdd  be  delighted 
to  see  me  again ;  but  begged,  timidly  and 
earnestly,  that  all  the  occurrences  which  had 
happened  abroad  might  never  be  discussed ; 
and  of  course  during  the  whole  of  his  visit 
I  rigorously  respected  his  wishes.     He  never 
talked  of  the  past,  and  seem^  to  live  only 
for  the  future;    yet  his    moods  were  ex- 
tremely variable, — at  one  time    recklessly 
gay,  at  another  desponding  and  moody ;  but 
on  the  whole  I  enjoyed  his  society  extremely, 
and  found  him  refined,  cultivated,  and  well- 
informed  in  no   ordinary  degree.     He  told 
me  that  his  father  had  paid  all  his  coU^^ 
debts,  but  had  absolutely  refused  to  acknow- 
ledge   or    liquidate     those    contracted    to 
*  sharpers   and  blacklegs  over   the   gaming 
table.*     But  these  he  determined  to  settle 
when  he  came  into  the  estate,  both  principal 
and  interest.     He  was  evidently  a  reformed 
man,  and  seemed  determined  to  make  good 
use  of  the  life  that  had  been  so  graciously 
spared  him.     Edward  had  congratulated  zne 
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warmly  on  his  arrival  upon  my  approaching 
marriage,  and  had  since  then  never  even 
distantly  alladed  to  the  subject.  At  the  end 
of  three  weeks  he  left :  I  then  set  earnestly 
about  house  hunting ;  and  after  much  fatigue, 
research,  and  trouble  I  succeeded  in  getting 
suited  to  my  pompous  father-in-law's  grand 
taste ;  and  in  continual  journeyings  to  and 
fro,  furnishing,  and  other  arrangements,  the 
time  passed  until  I  welcomed  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Davenport  and  Emily  to  our  future  home. 
I  was  to  remain  in  my  lodgings  till  aft^r 
the  wedding,  and  to  continue  in  the  count- 
ing-house up  to  that  day,  and  during  Mr. 
Davenport's  life. 

{To  he  continued). 


HISTORY  OP  POSTAL   COMMUNICA- 
TIONS.—IH.     ANCIENT  ROME. 

BY  THE  REV.  HENRT  H.  HIGOINS,  M.A. 

Much  greater  progress  seems  to  have  been 
made  by  the  Romans  in  the  art  of  writing, 
than  in  the  method  of  sending  letters.  The 
age  and  empire  of  the  Caesars  had  passed 
away  before  a  regular  public  post  was  esta- 
Uished  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

The  Romans  were  undoubtedly  inferior  to 
the  more  ancient  Greeks  in  some  respects ; 
hat  in  the  attention  which  they  bestowed 
upon  the  various  appliances  of  social  and 
domestic  life,  the  Romans  had  no  rivals,  and 
may  fiurly  be  said  to  have  commenced  most 
of  the  institutions  peculiar  to  modem  civili- 
zation. Indeed,  it  is  questionable  whether 
the  letters  sent  by  some  of  the  equites 
fpiendidi  of  Rome  to  their  friends  were  not, 
after  their  own  fashion,  as  exquisitely  'got 
up '  as  the  most  elaborate  *  at  home  *  ever 
enclosed  in  an  enamelled  envelope  of 
De  la  Rue. 

Such  Roman  epistles  bore  little  resem- 
blance to  the  earliest  specimens  of  letter 
writing,  in  which  the  materials  first  used 
were  the  leaves  or  the  inner  bnrk  of  trees, 
(Ither).  If  anyone  wishes  to  try  tlie  experi- 
ment, he  may  find  that  letters  traced  with  a 
lead  pencil  on  a  laurel- leaf,  become  distinctly 
visible  within  twenty-four  hours  aft;er  they 
are  written.  But  the  best  of  all  the  primi- 
^e  antecedents  of  paper  was  formed  from  a 
plant  not  unlike  our  common  bulrush,  which 


grew  in  wet  places  in  many  parts  of  the  East, 
but  principally  in  Egypt :  it  was  called 
papi/rus,  whence  our  word  paper.  The 
outside  of  the  stem  of  this  plant  resembled 
the  wrapping  of  a  cigar.  When  the  mem- 
brane was  unfolded  and  laid  out  straight, 
other  pieces  of  the  same  material  were  laid 
crosswise  upon  it ;  the  whole  was  moistened 
and  pressed ;  and,  when  dry,  the  better  sur- 
fiice  was  burnished  with  a  tusk  of  a  boar, 
whence  the  charta  dentata  of  Cicero. 

For  many  centuries  the  papyrus  membrane 
continued  to  be  the  material  chiefly  used  for 
writing,  and  in  the  manufacture  of  books, 
which  in  those  days  were  scrolls,  kept,  as  we 
keep  maps,  on  a  roller,  whence  the  word 
volume,  fi'om  volvOy  to  roll. 

Egypt  being  the  chief  source  of  the 
papyrus,  it  was  very  natural  for  the  Egyptian 
kings  to  pride  themselves  on  the  ^cilities 
they  possessed  for  making  many  books ;  but 
in  the  days  of  the  Ptolemies  an  eminent 
literary  character  of  Pcrgamus,  in  Asia 
Minor,  collected  a  library  which  bid  fair  to 
surpass  even  that  of  the  reigning  Ptolemy, 
who  thereupon  prohibited  the  exportation  of 
papyrus.  Necessity  was  in  this  instance 
the  mother  of  so  great  an  improvement,  in 
the  method  of  preparing  the  skins  of  sheep 
and  goats  as  a  substitute  for  the  papyrus, 
that  the  material  thus  prepared  was  called 
Pergamena,  whence  our  parchment.  A  more 
costly  material  was  prepared  from  the  skin 
of  the  calf;  it  was  called  vlUum ;  a  trace  of 
its  origin  remains  in  the  similarity  between 
our  words  vellum  and  veal. 

All  these  materials  were  included  in 
Roman  stationery,  as  was  also  a  coarser  kind 
of  fabric  called  palimsesius,  a  name  of  Greek 
origin  indicating  that  a  wrong  word  written 
upon  it  might  be  successfully  erased. 

But  for  most  of  the  ordinary  purposes  of 
writing,  and  for  rough  drafts,  the  Romans 
used  tablets  resembling  our  book-slates,  made 
of  some  choice  kind  of  wood,  or  of  ivory, 
and  often  beautifully  fi-amed  and  finished, 
the  part  corresponding  with  the  slate  in  our 
book-slates  was  covered  with  a  thin  layer  of 
white  or  coloured  wax,  on  which  the  writers 
engraved  their  words  by  means  of  a  sharp- 
pointed  bronze  pencil  called  a  stijie  ;  the 
opposite  end  of  tliis  instrument  was  made 
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broad  and  flat  like  a  chisel,  and  was  used 
for  smootbing  over  the  enop^ved  words  when 
no  longer  wanted.  Tbe  Roman  gentleman 
always  carried  with  him  his  writing  tablet 
and  stijh^  and  was  much  addicted  to  a 
practice  which  it  would  surely  have  rejoiced 
the  heart  of  Captain  Cuttle  to  have  wit- 
nessed ;  for  whatever  an  educated  Roman 
found  worth  record'ng,  he  '  made  a  note  of.' 
The  custom,  however,  had  its  disadvantages. 
To  attack  anyone  with  the  pen  was  not 
always  a  mere  verbal  aggression :  it  was  not 
the  correct  thing  for  a  Roman  to  wear  a 
sword  or  a  dagger  in  the  city  ;  bowie  knives 
and  six-shooters  the  world  was  as  yet 
innocent  of;  but,  if  we  may  beb'eve  old 
Suetonius,  after  a  hot  dispute  the  Romans 
sometimes  fought  both  in  and  with  a  style 
which  produced  fatal  results.  Their  descen- 
dants instead  of  the  style  use  the  stiletto. 

Letters  sent  by  consuls  or  generals  were 
usually  written  across  the  whole  sheet  of 
paper  or  parchment,  one  side  of  which  only 
was  used ;  but  Julius  Csesar  began  the 
custom  of  folding  the  sheet,  as  we  fold  our 
note  paper,  and  writing  in  pages.  The 
example  of  so  illustrious  a  personage  was 
sure  to  be  followed ;  and  in  course  of  time 
all  writings  which  conferred  any  exclusive 
right  or  privilege  amongst  the  Romans  were 
executed  in  this  form,  which,  from  its  double 
leaf,  gave  to  the  document  the  name  of 
diploma  or  double-fold.  The  emperor  or  his 
ministers  granted  the  diploma  as  in  our  own 
times  the  state  issues  letters  patenty  i.e.,  open 
to  the  inspection  of  all.  But  according  to 
Pliny  the  diploma  was  especially  used  when 
a  Roman  citizen  wished  to  avail  himself  of 
the  public  couriers  for  the  more  speedy 
transmission  of  a  private  letter.  It  is  true 
that  wealthy  Roman  families  commonly  kept 
a  servant  whose  especial  duty  it  was  to  caiTy 
letters  to  their  destination,  whence  he  was 
called  tahellariiis,  from  tahello,  a  letter.  But 
it  may  readily  be  conceived  that  when  letters 
had  to  be  sent  long  distances,  a  much  more 
speedy  conveyance  might  be  "ensured  by  the 
employment  of  the  government  couriers. 
For  this  purpose  a  diplowu  had  to  be 
obtained.  The  writer  of  this  paper  is  not 
able  to  ascertain  whether  the  diploma  was 
affixed  to  the  letter  thus  sent ;  but  it  seems 


probable  that  this  was  the  case  where  the 
letter  had  to  pass  from  one  courier  to 
another.  Here,  then,  we  have  the  complete 
prototype  of  the  postage  stamp ;  for  what  is 
our  penny  queen's  head  but  her  Majesty's 
royal  diploma  authorizing  us  to  make  use 
of  her  royal  mail  for  the  transmission  of  onr 
private  correspondence  ?  It  is  not  the  less 
a  royal  warrant  because  it  can  be  obtained 
for  so  small  a  sum.  As  for  the  credit  of  our 
own  times  resulting  from  the  invention  of 
postage  stamps,  it  will  not  suffer  from  the 
appearance  of  a  Roman  precedent ;  and  per- 
haps some  of  our  younger  collectors  may 
even  think  that  the  pages  of  their  albums 
wear  a  more  dignified  aspect  when  they  are 
regarded  as  adorned  with  a  seines  of  British 
and  foreign  diplomuia. 


AN  EXTRAORDINARY  ACCUMULA- 
TION OF  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 

Some  time  since  there  appeared  in  the  public 
journals,  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  a  cer- 
tain young  lady,  under  age,  was  to  be  placed 
in  a  convent  by  her  father,  if  she  did  not 
procure  before  the  30th  of  April  last,  one 
million  of  used  postage  stamps.  This  caused 
numerous  persons  to  forward  stamps  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  her  liberty.  In  March 
last,  a  lady,  a  member  of  one  of  the  first 
families  in  Derbyshire,  residing  not  many 
miles  from  Derby,  mentioned  the  conditions 
to  her  friends,  and  in  a  short  time  the  lady 
began  to  receive  packages  by  post  and  rail- 
way from  every  quarter,  which  poured  in  in 
such  numbers,  that  in  ten  days  during  last 
April,  she  received  parcels  containing  mil- 
lions of  stamps.  The  walking  postman  who 
was  in  the  habit  of  delivering  a  few  letters 
daily  at  the  mansion  where  the  lady  resides, 
became  so  loaded  with  letters  and  packajjes 
containing  Queen's  heads  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  employ  another  man  to  assist  him. 
On  one  morning,  between  90  and  100  letters 
and  packets  arrived  by  post,  and  on  another, 
between  120  and  130.  These  were  in  addi- 
tion to  multitudes  which  arrived  on  other 
days.  Boxes,  bales,  and  packages  also 
poured  in  by  railway  ;  and  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  became  necessary  to  give  public 
notice,  by  advertisements  and  printed  cir- 
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culars,  that  it  was  urgently  desired  that  no 
more  stamps  should  be  sent,  as  the  young 
lady  had  procured  the  number  she  required. 
The  following  sketch  gives  some  idea  of 
the  packages.      One  of  them  is  a  large  wine 
hamper,  another  a  large  wine  cooler,  next  a 
large  clothes  basket.      The  two  latter  were 
used  to  put  the  smaller  packets  in  as  they 
arrived,     being    altogether    many    bushels. 
Next  is  a   packet   from  a  great  mercantile 
house    in    London,    and    contains   240,000 
Queen's  heads.     There  was  also  a  tea-chest 
full  sent  from  another  quarter.     There  were 
nine  boxes  between  one  and  two  feet  long, 
a  foot  wide,    and   about    six    inches   deep. 
Smaller  packets  formed  a  heap  two  feet  six 
inches  long,  one  foot  wide,  and  one  foot  six 
inches  deep ;  Mid  two  baskets  two  feet  long, 
one  foot  six  inches  wide,  and  one  foot  four 
inches  deep  were  filled  ;  besides  which  many 
boxes  were  not  received  but  sent  back  to  the 
railway  station.      In  addition  to  this  accu- 
mulation, letters  from  all  quarters  arrived, 
many   from   pereons   of  the    highest   rank, 
expressing   the   deepest  sympathy   and  the 
most    kindly   feeling.       Numbers   of  them 
stated  that  large  collections  of  heads  would 
still  be  sent,  if  required. — Illustrated  Londun 
I^ews,  May  38,  1850. 

STAMP  COLLECTING  AND  ITS  USES. 

It  may  be,  and  often  is,  objected,—  *  Of  what 
use  is  stamp  collecting  ?  *  The  writer  is 
ready  to  admit  that  it  is  not  the  most  bene- 
iieial  occupation  of  time ;  but  still  believes  it 
may  claim  the  merit  of  being  instructive, 
and  that  a.s  an  evidence  of  the  advance  in 
civilisation  of  the  nations  using  them,  postage 
stamps  ai*e  not  without  interest.  The  newly- 
isiJued  Turkish  stamps  are  a  visible  proof  of 
the  onward  progress  of  that  barbaric  power, 
and  of  its  wish  for  more  extended  intercourse. 
When  Captain  Cooke  landed  at  Otaheite,*  he 
little  imagined  that  in  less  than  a  century 
after,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sandwich  Islands 
ifrould  have  so  far  advanced  as  to  require 
postage  stamps  to  facilitate  their  correspon- 
dence. Yet  such  is  the  case  :  the  half-length 
portrait  of  the  king  of  the  islands  figures  on 
a  very  respectable  stamp  issued  at  Honolulu. 

•  Tbe  MTiter  seems  to  imagine  Otuheite  one  of  the 
Sandwich  Itthiuda. — Ejy, 


The  black  republic  of  Liberia,,  from  its  little 
comer  in  Western  Africa,  sends  forth  a  set 
of  stamps  which  would  be  no  disgrace  to  a 
European  country,  and  which  add  another 
link  to  the  chain  of  proof  that  under  favour- 
able circumstances  the  negi'o  will  rise. 
Nicaragua  and  Costa  Rica  have  issued  very 
beautiful  stamps ;  and  the  very  fact  of  their 
being  in  use,  we  may  hope,  points  to  a  more 
settled  state  of  affairs  in  those  countries.  In 
another  direction,  also,  stamps  are  useful. 
They  represent  to  the  mind  distant  nations 
as  actually  in  existence,  whom  we  previously 
hardly  believed  in.  To  the  juvenile,  whose 
idea  of  a  country  is  generally  that  it  is  an 
irregular  space  on  a  map,  surrounded  by 
coloured  lines,  and  covered  with  names  and 
black  dots,  and  who  thinks  of  it  only  as  (in 
the  words  of  his  geography)  *  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  Pacific  Ocean,  on  the  east 
by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,*  &c.,  stamps  are 
especially  instructive.  The  Bahamas,  for 
instance,  cease  to  be  thought  of  as  mere 
black-letter  words ;  they  become,  in  the  mind 
of  the  collector,  the  actual  residence  of  au 
industrious  community.  The  queen's  head 
on  the  Hong  Kong  stamps  shows  that  her 
subjects  must  be  there;  and  the  Chinese 
figures  at  her  side  remove  all  shade  of  dis- 
belief in  the  existence  of  that  grotesque 
language  and  people,  and  all  doubt  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  wonderful  hieroglyphics 
on  the  tea  chests  are  not  daubed  on  by  the 
grocers'  apprentices  in  fits  of  artistic  inspi- 
ration. It  is,  indeed,  surprising  how  few 
colonies  there  now  are  which  do  not  issue 
stiunps.  The  owners  of  the  boundless  pam- 
pas of  South  America  fi*ank  their  lettei»s 
with  curiously-designed  stamps.  The  British 
Columbian  miner  ensures  the  safe  delivery  of 
his  roughly-scrawled  epistle  by  a  stamp. 
New  Caledonia  and  Reunion  can  each  boast 
a  stamp.  Disturbed  Mexico  has  had  its 
stamps.  The  Moldavian  peasant  ponders 
over  the  strange  bit  of  paper  which  will 
carry  his  letter  far  away  from  him.  The 
colony  honoured  by  Dr.  Colenso's  presence 
issues  a  very  pretty  portrait  of  our  Queen. 
Prince  Edward  Island,  Queensland,  St. 
Helena,  and  St.  Lucia  have  all  issues  of  their 
own.  Even  the  European's  grave,  Sierra 
Leone,  is  not  without  its  emblem  of  civiliza- 
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tion.  The  Papal  States  delight  in  a  stamp 
of  poverty-stricken  appearance ;  and  the 
convict  in  Western  Australia  affixes  a  stamp, 
perforated  in  the  centre,  to  his  letters  to 
distinguish  them  from  others. 

In  another  light,  also,  stamps  are  interest- 
ing. We  notice  in  the  successive  issues  of 
different  countries  and  colonies  a  proof  of 
improvement  in  the  engraver's  art  as  applied 
to  stamp  devices.  The  handsomest  stamps 
are  in  most  cases  the  latest  issues.  The 
earlier  ones,  particularly  those  of  our  colo- 
nies, being  in  many  cases  scarcely  more  than 
incomprehensible  smudges,  several  of  them 
having  been  printed  from  wood  blocks. 
Probably  the  most  beautiful  stamps  are  those 
of  Nova  Scotia :  they  are  of  two  kinds,  one 
bearing  a  medallion  portrait  of  the  queen, 
whilst  her  bust  is  impressed  on  the  other. 
Each  is  engraved  with  exquisite  finish,  and 
the  effect  is  heightened  by  the  simplicity  of 
the  design.  G.  O.  T. 

THE  GENERAL  POST-OFFICE  AT 
SIX  O'CLOCK,  P.M. 

The  General  Post-Office,  which  is  regarded 
as  the  centre  of  the  whole  postal  network  of 
the  kingdom,  stands  in  St.  Martin's-le- 
Grand.  It  is  a  compact  edifice,  built  of 
Portland  stone,  in  a  cold  regular  style,  and 
has  three  porticoes  supported  by  arches. 
The  central  portico,  over  which  is  a  frieze 
bearing  the  name  of  George  IV.,  leads  by  a 
flight  of  steps  to  a  grand  passage  or  hall, 
that  runs  through  the  whole  width  of  the 
building,  and  opens  into  Foster  Lane.  In 
this  passage  are  the  boxes  to  receive  the 
letters  destined  for  the  four  cardinal  points 
of  the  world,  and  behind  these  boxes  are 
lof^y  windows,  generally  closed.  I  will, 
however,  suppose  that  the  time  is  a  quarter 
to  six  P.M.  The  first  window  on  the  left  hand, 
over  which  may  be  read  *For  newspapers 
only,'  is  then  wide  open.  An  impetuous 
crowd,  entering  from  either  end  of  the  pas- 
sage, fills  the  hall,  and  the  letters  fall  like 
hail  into  the  boxes ;  but  it  is  the  newspaper 
window  which  will  principally  attract  our 
attention.  The  peristyle  is  blockaded  by  a 
band  of  porters  and  newspaper  boys,  lads  of 
twelve  or  thirteen  years  ot  age,  employed  in 
the   service  of  the  papers.      They  run  up 


perspiring  and  panting  under  bags  ftdl  of 
papers,  and  jostle  each  other  in  spite  of  the 
efforts  of  the  policemen,  who  try  to  main- 
tain some  degree  of  order  in  the  midst  of 
the  cj:»  ur.ioii.  Every  moment  the  mob 
grows  larger,  for  it  is  well  known  that  the 
Post-Office  clock  is  faithful  and  pitiless. 
The  journals,  covered  with  a  band,  fly  like  a 
flock  of  pigeons  round  the  windows,  hurled 
by  a  thousand  hands.  Sacks,  packages,  p.nd 
baskets  pour,  as  into  an  abyss,  ream  after 
ream  of  paper.  All  this  falls  pell-mell, 
thrown  from  the  outside,  and  is  caught  in 
its  flight,  as  it  were,  by  the  men  inside :  they 
empty  the  sacks  and  baskets,  and  then  return 
them  to  their  owners.  It  is  hard  work ;  and 
a  policeman  on  duty  told  me  that,  'a  few 
years  ago,  before  certain  precautionary  mea- 
sures were  taken,  the  officials  had  more  than 
once  had  their  eyes  and  faces  blackened  by 
the  avalanche  of  newspapers  hurled  upon 
them.  There  is  even  a  rumour  that  in  the 
heat  of  action,  a  boy  was  one  day  thrown 
with  the  bundles,  by  mistake,  into  the  office. 
The  clock  begins  striking  six ;  the  eager- 
ness and  thronging  are  redoubled;  the 
newspapers  still  stream  in ;  but,  at  the  last 
stroke,  the  window  is  sharply  closed.  '  Too 
late ! '  one  or  two  discontented  laggards 
exclaim.  Letters  and  papers,  however,  can 
still  be  sent  off  the  same  evening,  the  former 
by  paying  up  to  seven  o'clock  an  extra 
penny  stamp,  the  latter  one  halfpenny,  as  a  fine 
inflicted  for  negligence.  This  exciting  scene, 
called  by  the  English  the  Newspaper  Fair, 
ought  especially  to  be  seen  on  Friday  and 
Monday,  because  these  are  the  two  days  on 
which  the  weekly  newspapers  are  sent  off. 
For  letters,  the  great  day  is  Saturday,  as  the 
Post-Office  is  closed  on  Sunday,  and  com- 
mercial houses  generally  devote  Saturday  to 
their  correspondence. — The  English  at  Home, 

A  SINGULAR  POST-OFFICE. 

How  Cities  Grow  in  America. — ^When  the 
first  sod  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway,  for 
completing  railroad  communication  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  was  dug  last  month 
at  Omaha  city,  a  citizen  gave  the  assemblage 
an  account  of  his  arrival  at  that  city,  or 
rather  at  the  site,  in  October,  1854.    *  Along 
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a  narrow  path,'  lie  said,  *  cnt  by  some  stal- 
wart men  through  the  tall,  rank  prairie,  I 
wended  mj  way  in  search  of  the  post-office. 
At  length  I  found  an  old  pioneer,  seated 
apparently  in  solitary  rumination  upon  a 
piece  of  hewn  timber,  and  inquired  of  him 
for  the  post-office.  He  replied  that  he  was 
the  postmaster,  and  would  examine  the  office 
tor  my  letters.  Thereupon  he  removed  from 
his  head  a  hat,  to  say  die  least  of  it,  some- 
what veteran  in  appearance,  and  drew  from 
its  cavernous  depths  the  coveted  letters.  On 
that  day  the  wolves  and  the  Omahas  were 
the  almost  undisputed  lords  of  the  soil ;  and 
the  entire  postal  system  of  the  city  was 
conducted  in  the  crown  of  this  venerable 
hat.  To-day,  our  postal  service,  sheltered 
b^  a  costly  edifice,  spreads  its  briarean  arms 
towards  north,  south,  east,  and  west,'  &c ; 
but  all  that  goes  without  speaking.  Omaha 
city  is  now  the  capital  of  Nebraska. 

NEWLY-ISSUED,  OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

'Slttmg  upon  thorns.*—  Common  Saying, 

*  2fe  sutor  ultra  crepidam.' — Ph^edbus. 

^Ererything  loaes  by  translatioD,  except  a  bishop.' 

— Sydney  Smith. 

Feeling  in  duty  bonnd  to  afford  a  paper  for 
the  magazine  every  month  under  some  such 
title  as  the  above,  in  the  paucity  of  more 
legitimate  objects  for  note,  we  must  endea- 
vour to  eke  out  sufficient  matter  from 
comparatively  extraneous  sources,  to  fill  the 
requisite  space  in  the  pages  assigned  us. 

We  shall  offer  a  few  remarks  applicable  to 
each  of  our  quotations ;  or  rather,  to  which 
each  of  the  quoted  saws  will  form  an  appro- 
priate motto. 

With  a  solitary  exception,  the  pages  of 
collectors'  albums  have  lately  received  no 
additions  save  a  few  impressions  with  change 
of  colour, — as  the  sixpenny  Bahamas,  which 
is  now  printed  with  a  rich  mauve  ink ;  and 
^e  penny  Natal,  now  as  dark  as  the  Baha- 
mas of  the  same  value.  The  stamps  of  these 
two  colonies  evidently  come  from  the  same 
manufactory,  as  proved  by  the  die  of  the 
queen's  heaxl,  the  paper  used,  the  perforations 
80  difficult  to  make  use  of,  and  the  anti- 
ikdhesive  nature  of  the  backs.  The  penny 
Van  Diemen's  Land  is  a  rich  deep  claret; 


the  twopenny  Victoria  a  different  shade  of 
mauve;  and  some  of  the  New  Zealand 
individuals  vary  in  colour. 

The  single  specimen  that  alone  redeems 
the  postal  novelties  from  a  barren  blank  is 
the  new  shilling  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  whose 
form,  no  longer  triangular,  is  now  what  is 
called  in  the  provinces,  with  very  unmathe- 
matical  want  of  precision,  a  longish  square. 

We  believe  the  change  of  shape  in  the 
green  stamp  has  also  taken  place  in  the 
sixpenny,  though  we  have  not  yet  seen  a 
specimen ;  and  conclude  that  the  fourpenny 
and  penny  will  follow  suit;  leaving  the 
threepenny  Newfoundland  the  sole  repre- 
sentative of  a  triangle  out  of  the  couple  of 
dozen  hundred  different  varieties  of  postage 
stamps  known  to  collectors. 

In  the  superseded  stamp,  the  figure  of 
Hope,  the  tutelar  symbol  of  the  colony,  was 
very  comfortably  reclining  in  the  space 
assigned  her;  and  she  does  not  appear  at 
all  comfortable  in  her  change  of  position, 
putting  us  in  mind  of  the  first  motto  at  the 
head  of  our  paper. 

She  is  not,  literally,  sitting  on  thorns,  but 
is  evidently  very  ill  at  ease  upon  the  cold, 
hard  anchor  that  supports  her,  on  the  fluke 
of  which  her  right  arm  rests.  She  is  trying 
to  ease  herself,  as  one  does  when  in  a  con- 
strained position,  by  resting  the  left  hand  on 
the  back  of  one  of  the  handsome  Cape  sheep, 
whose  fleece  seems  the  only  soft  article  in 
the  group.  There  are  the  hard  ground,  the 
hard  Cape  mountain,  the  hard  iron  anchor, 
and  a  vine  at  the  right  of  the  figure,  as  hard 
as  the  other  objects  of  the  representation, 
the  leaves  of  which  give  one  the  idea  of 
being  modelled  in  iron. 

Our  second  proverb  came  into  mind  on 
perusal  of  the  Post-Office  Savings  Banh 
Almanack  for  the  present  year,  in  which  the 
very  trifling  amount  of  information  on  the 
subject  of  postage-stamp  collecting  possessed 
by  the  writer  is  evinced  by  his  instancing 
the  number  of  fourteen  hundred  stamps  that 
must  be  found  before  *  a  collection  is  perfect.' 
We  ourselves  had — alas !  that  we  are  com- 
pelled to  use  the  past  tense — upwards  of 
nineteen  hundred  ;  and  the  amateur  whose 
choice  collection  some  two  score  of  ours 
helped  to  swell,  numbers  at  present,  inclusive 
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of  proofs  and  essRjs,  a  tiuitiBnnd  inore  tban 
the  almannuk'B  limit  to  an  entire  collection .' 

The  writer  namea  the  earn  of  six-and- 
twenty  pounds  na  representing  tlie  valne  of 
a  complete  set  of  atamps.  In  our  own  nine- 
teen hundred,  aii-and- twenty  alone  would 
have  COTnmnnded  tliat  amount  in  any  stnnip 
market !  An  abtmrd  cliniax  in  reached  by 
the  quotation  of  the  postage  currency  stamp 
of  the  United  States  as  the  most  interesting 
of  the  whole  series.  We  dare  say  it  is  in 
the  laud  of  the  almighty  dollar,  though  it 
enters  a  few  collectors'  altiuma  on  sufferance 
(July  here. 

The  following  extract  from  the  Ijondvn 
Jirunial  of  January  16th,  testifies  to  the  truth 
of  tho  saying  of  the  witty  divine  eonstitnting 
onr  last  quotation  : — '  The  iheapost  postage 
stamp  is  the  1-centime  French  ;  the  dearest 
is  the  Mors^.post  of  California,  4  dollars  (21 
franca) ;  tlio  beat  engraved  are  those  of 
France,  Greece,  and  paiiicnJarhj  llutt  uf  New 
Viiiedirnia  (.'.'),  which  merits  the  first  place; 
the  ugliest  ara  those  of  Delgium  and  the 
English  pemiy;  the  largest  are  those  of 
Siberia  (! !)  ;  and  the  smallest,  one  of  Meck- 
lenburg, bearing  the  head  of  an  ok.' 

This  astounding  panigraph  is  apparently 
a  translation  fivju  a  translation;  and  we 
should  have  found  some  difficulty  in  grasping 
at  the  meaning  of  the  original  through  the 
thorua  and  briars  of  the  niisapprehenaion  of 
one  or  both  of  the  translators,  had  we  not 
recognised  a  sentence  of  our  own,  extracted 
from  an  early  number  of  this  magazine, 
through  the  distorted  media  before  ns. 

A  German  magazine  did  us  the  honour  of 
translating  our  remarks ;  and  Horse-post  is 
a  free  rendering  of  the  foreign  equivalent  for 
Pony  Kxpi-ess.  The  unrecoitled  stamp  of 
t^ibi-ria  was  a  sufficient  excuse  for  introducing 
the  matter  in  this  part  of  the  magazine ; 
though  the  veriest  tyro  will  readily  appre- 
hend the  clerical  misprint  of  that  country  in 
lieu  of  Liberia,  tlie  stam|>s  of  which  are 
indeed  among  the  largest  issues :  but  ne 
were  almost  floored  at  tho  audacious  claim 
of  tho  hideous  stamp  of  New  Caledonia  to 
the  palm  of  beauty,  till  wc  i-ccollected  that 
the  German  equivalent  for  that  island — thus 
g  blunder— will  equally 
I  course  intended  to  do. 


for  the  homo  of  those  specimens  of  acknow- 
ledged beauty, — Nova  Scotia ! 

I_  An  engraving  of  one  o! 
m  tho  Prince  Albert  Essays  la 
I  liei-e  given.  A  letter  by 
I  Mr.  J.  H.  Bum  appeared  in 
I  of  which  will  give  collectors 
m  a  good  deal  of  interesting 
information  concerning  these 
newlj-- discovered  rarities. 

We  poHsosH  another  stamp  which  has  till 
lately  most  marvellously  escaped  the  re- 
searches of  c"lleet<)rs,  and  which  we  have 
seen  quoted  in  one  manuscript  continental 
catalogue  only.  It  is  a  S|Mnish  of  the  issne 
of  18S7,  value  12  cuartoa  ;  the  colour  is  a 
rich  bright  vermiliou. 

The  annesied  engraving  -j^^^^Sie^ 
represents  a  stamp  recently  ^^^^^g^Sj 
issued  by  the  Confederate  5^^^^^" 
States  of  America,  and  has  ij^^JI^fc't^S 
ali-eady  been  fully  described  ijpWriiO^SwS 
in  a  previous  number.  f""" 

This  paper  will  not  be  i 
so  barren  in  notice  of 
newly-issued  stamps  as  we  expected  whea 
penning  the  early  part.  We  have  just  met 
with  a  new  series  of  the  New  Granada  or 
United  States  of  Columbia  stamps.  They 
are  four  in  number ;  in  colours  and  raluei 
the  same  as  the  preceding  issue ;  but  the 
shield  and  branches  are  white  on  coloured, 
iu  lieu  of  colour  on  white  ground;  and  the 
four  vacant  comers  of  the  stamps  are  tilled 
with  a  sort  oi  Jieur-du'lU  device.  We  saw 
tho  red  20  c.  of  tliis  series  some  time  since, 
but  were  not  sufficiently  assured  of  ita 
authenticity  to  introduce  it  to  notice. 

Engravings  of  the  new  4  cuartos  stamp 
for  Spain,  and  the  tlireeiwnny  scarlet  Mau- 
ritius—both of  which  were  referred  to  in 
our  last  number — are  here  presented  to  our 
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SKETCHES  OF  THE  LESS-KNOWN 
STAMP  COUNTRIES. 

BY     C.     W.     VINER,     A.M.,    PH.D. 

III.— THE  DANDBIAN  PRINCIPALITIES. 
MOLDAVU  AND  WALLACHU. 

The  famous  astrologer  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  Cornelius  Agrippa,  is  related  to 
have  possessed  a  wonderful  mirror,  in  which 
his  art  enabled  him  to  revive  the  images  of 
the  deceased  for  the  gratification  of  their 
surviving  friends.  One  evening,  he  was 
visdted  by  a  stranger  in  Asiatic  costume, 
desiring  the  exercise  of  his  power  in  raising 
to  view  the  shade  of  Miriam,  his  beloved 
daughter.  After  some  preliminaries,  Agrippa 
bade  him  name  how  long  he  had  mourned 
her  death,  as  his  wand  must  be  waved  once 
before  the  nairror  for  each  ten  years  that  had 
elapsed.  *Wave  on,'  was  th^  reply,  *and 
Kee  that  thy  hand  tire  not.'  A  period  repre- 
senting nearly  fifteen  centuries  passed  on 
ere  the  amazed  magician  beheld  the  mist 
disperse  from  the  polished  surface,  and 
expose  to  view  the  resuscitated  form  of 
the   beautiful   and   long-regretted  daughter 

of the  Wandering  Jew. 

For  many  a  decade  more  must  the  magi- 
cian's wand  have  waved  ere  he  could  have 
raised  the  phantom  of  one  of  the  earliest 
historically  known  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
tries now  represented  by  the  pair  of  uncouth 
and  unartistic-looking  postage  stamps  of 
which  fac-similes  are  subjoined. 


o  /o\  *^ 

Eh 

A 

o 


9.HA£ 


P4| 

V.  6.HAP. 


Some  centuries  before  the  Christian  era, 
the  occnpiers  of  the  region  at  present  under 
^e  alias  of  Moldo-Wallachia  first  started 
into  celebrity,  successfully  obstructing  the 
passfi^  of  the  Great  Alexander  across  the 
Bumbe.  'Macedonia's  Madman'  was  wise 
enough  to  be  convinced  that  the  profit 
derivable  from  resisting  and  vanquishing  the 
brave  bat  poor  Qetm  amounted  to  mZ,  and 
prodentlj  tamed  for  conquest  in  another 


direction.  Forty  years  afterwards  they  took 
Lysimachus,  king  of  Thrace,  prisoner  during 
an  aggressive  attack  of  that  monarch  ;  and 
Dromichetes,  the  sovereign  of  the  country, 
generously  restoring  the  royal  captive  to 
liberty,  was  rewarded  with  the  hand  of  his 
daughter  in  marriage. 

These  Getae,  better  known  by  the  name  of 
Dacians,  not  very  long  afterwards  were 
themselves  defeated  by  the  Gauls,  and  many 
of  them  sold  as  slaves  to  the  Athenians  and 
other  Greeks.  Strabo  tells  us  that  the  Daci 
were  originally  called  Davi;  and  etymolo- 
gists add  that  by  some  extraordinary  process 
of  interchange  of  letters,  c  and  v  are  found 
to  be  convertible,  and  instance  the  English 
words  quick  as  synonymous  with  vimia,  and 
hvelve  with  dtwdecini !  However  this  may 
be,  we  frequently  find  the  name  Davus 
applied  to  a  slave  in  the  Latin  plays  of 
Terence,  and  in  other  authors,  where  their 
innate  northern  astuteness  is  so  curiously 
evinced  by  outwitting  their  ostensibly  more 
civilized  masters. 

It  is  owing  to  the  exile  of  the  poet  among 
the  barbarous  G^tae — though  the  actual  spot 
where  he  lived  and  died  in  banishment  from 
the  bitterly -regretted  refinement  of  imperial 
Rome,  is  without  the  boundaries  of  the 
region  we  are  actually  commemorating — 
that  we  owe  the  beautiful  and  pathetic 
Trlstia  of  Ovid.  The  peasants  of  the  dis- 
trict still  hold  the  tradition  that  ages  ago 
a  man  of  honeyed  words  died  among  their 
ancestoi'S,  vainly  entreating  with  his  last 
breath  that  his  remains  might  be  transported 
to  his  yearned-for  home  ;  and  it  is  not 
improbable  that  relics  of  the  poem  he  com- 
posed in  the  Getian  tongue,  may  yet  exist 
in  the  traditionally-preserved  household 
rhymes  of  the  region. 

To  the  early  emperors  of  Rome,  the 
warlike  Dacians  proved  formidable  antago- 
nists. Tiberius  got  some  slight  advantage 
over  them  ;  but  an  expedition  under  one  of 
the  Cato  family  was  signally  defeated ;  and 
tbe  tyrannical  coward  Domitian,  after  agree- 
ing  to  pay  them  an  annual  tribute,  named 
himself  Dacicus,  as  having  achieved  a  con- 
quest. Trajan,  however,  after  having  con- 
striicted  the  wonderful  bridge  across  the 
Danube,   some  remains  of  which  exist  to 
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this  day,  totallj  routed  tbeir  forces  under 
Decebalos,  and  virtually  depopulated  the 
country.  It  was  after  this  victorious  enter- 
prise that  the  beautiftil  pillar,  so  well  known 
to  tourists,  was  erected  in  his  honour. 

The  actual  inhabitants  of  Moldo-Wallachia 
boast  themselves  descendants  of  those  Roman 
colonists  who  were  sent  by  Trajan  to  occupy 
the  devastated  regions  of  Dacia.  That  this 
boast  is  not  idle — as  regards,  at  least,  the 
fact  of  a  Roman  origin — is  well  proved  by 
the  language  of  the  people,  one  moiety  of 
the  words  in  which — including  all  the  aux- 
iliary verbs,  articles,  pronouns,  numerals, 
and  the  major  part  of  the  prepositions  and 
adverbs — being  Latin.  The  inhabitants  call 
themselves  Roumani,  and  their  country 
Roumania ;  and  Ylak,  from  which  comes  the 
term  Wallach,  signifies  strong,  as  does  the 
word  Roman,  if  traced  to  its  Greek  root. 
Some  modem  writers,  who  object  to  all 
*  received  interpretations,'  deny  their  descent 
from  Trajan's  colonists,  and  trace  them  to 
the  Thracian  tribe  of  Vlaki,  who  joined 
others  in  re-peopling  Dacia,  after  the  natives 
had  been  exterminated  by  an  invasion  of  the 
Mongols  in  the  thirteenth  century.  They 
do  not  deny,  nevertheless,  that  both  name 
and  language  prove  them  in  some  measure 
of  Roman  descent.  They  are,  and  have  been 
for  six  hundred  years  and  more,  Christians 
of  the  Greek  Church. 

Those  writers  who  claim  for  them  an 
uninterrupted  descent  from  the  Roman 
colonists  of  Trajan,  are  justified  by  many 
acknowledged  historical  and  existing  &ct8. 
Gibbon  alludes  to  the  WaUachian  as  sur- 
rounded by,  not  mixed  with,  the  barbarians. 
They  have  ever  zealously  guarded  their 
nationality.  They  adopted  many  of  the 
words  of  the  dialects  around  them,  yet  kept 
their  own  pure  and  unmixed.  *  They  never 
cut,*  says  a  historian,  *  their  new-bom 
children's  faces,  that  they  might  taste  iron 
before  their  mother's  milk,  as  the  Huns  did  ; 
they  never  made  their  women  drive  the 
plough,  like  the  Avari  ;  nor  cut  oflT  the* 
thumbs  of  their  slaves,  like  the  Sc3rthians.' 
The  Romans  seldom,  if  ever,  took  wives  from 
another  nation,  and  the  modem  Roumani 
testify  a  similar  aver&ion.  A  Moldavian  or 
WaUachian  peasant  is  never  known  to  wed  a 


Hungarian  or  a  Pole.  Pope  Innocent  HI., 
in  a  letter,  still  extant,  to  Basil,  archbishq) 
of  Zagora,  acknowledges  their  Roman 
descent,— though  it  is  possible  he  meant  to 
be  ironical  when  he  writes,  '  Prove  yourselves 
Romans,  as  ye  say  ye  are,'  in  allusion  to 
their  holding  the  doctrines  of  the  Greek,  in 
antagonism  to  those  of  the  Papal  Church. 

Frequent  were  the  persecutions  suffered 
by,  and  expeditions  undertaken  against  these 
people,  on  the  part  of  their  soi-disaiU  ortho- 
dox neighbours,  the  Hungarians.  But  they 
were  ever  known  ready  to  embrace  slavery 
or  death  rather  than  forego  the  tenets  of 
their  national  Church.  One  of  their  princes, 
named  Octum,  was  vanquished  and  slain  in 
a  conflict  against  the  Hungarians  under  the 
leadership  of  a  fugitive  lieutenant  of  his  own. 
The  Hungarian  sovereign  rewarded  the 
traitor  with  the  government  of  Octum's 
capital  city  and  its  province,  and  made  slaves 
of  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  con- 
quered inhabitants  who  refused  to  become 
Papal  catholics.  At  another  time,  in  the 
eleventh  century,  King  Ladislaus  took  their 
prince  and  a  great  part  of  his  army  prisoners, 
and  slaughtered  the  whole,  on  their  refiisal 
to  become  —  what  he  called — Christians. 
Both  these  bright  specimens  of  the  Christi- 
anity of  their  age  were  canonized  aft;er  desih. 
The  former  figures  in  calendars  as  St. 
Stephen  of  Hungary,  and  is  ofhen  con- 
founded with  the  protomartyr  of  the  same 
name. 

From  that  period,  during  the  run  of  five 
centuries,  they  were  now  successfully  resist- 
ing, now  nominally  subject  to  the  power  of 
Hungary.  In  the  thirteenth  century,  the 
invasion  of  the  Mongols  necessitated  a  forced 
alliance,  which  was  but  ill  maintained ;  they 
quarrelled  amongst  themselves,  and  their 
common  enemy  devastated  both  countries. 
The  Tartars  retired  when  there  was  nothing 
left  to  pillage :  the  scattered  remnant  of 
the  WaJlachians  and  other  inhabitants  of 
Roumania  collected  together ;  and  after  some 
struggles  with  the  king  of  Hungary,  the 
principality  or  duchy  of  Wallachia  waa  consti- 
tuted, under  Radu  Nedm,  or  Rodolph  the 
Black ;  whose  portrait — ^representing  him  in 
a  long  robe  embroidered  with,  gold  and 
silver,  a  short  mantle  trimmed  with  dark 
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inr,  and  a  diadem  surrounding  his  jet  black 
hair — still  exists. 

Bodolph  reigned  twenty-four  years,  and 
his  memory  is  deservedly  venerated  by  the 
Wallachians  to  this  day,  in  gratitude  for  the 
wise  and  Hberal  legislation  he  accorded  them. 
It  was  during  the  reign  of  his  son  Dennis, 
or  Dan,  that  the  principality  of  Moldavia 
was  founded  by  Bogdan,  whose  name  is  the 
Moldavian  equivalent  for  Theodore  or  Deo- 
datns.  The  sovereigns  of  the  two  territories, 
under  the  name  of  voivodes  or  waywodes, 
became  alternately  vassids  or  enemies, — those 
of  Wallachia  to  the  Turks,  and  those  of 
Moldavia  to  the  Hungarians  or  Poles,  till 
the  commencement  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
when  both  governments  submitted  to  the 
protectorate  of  the  former  power.  During 
this  period,  the  most  famous  or  infamous  of 
the  Wallacbian  princes  was  Vlad  the  Devil, 
or  VTad  the  Impaler,  as  he  was  often  called, 
in  allusion  to  his  favourite  mode  of  punish- 
ment. Page  after  page  might  be  filled  with 
narratives  of  his  cruelty,  but  we  will  burden 
our  readers  with  but  one  specimen.  The 
wretched  tyrant  delighted  to  sit  and  feast 
with  his  whole  court  in  the  centre  of  a  circle 
of  his  Tartar  or  Turkish  prisoners  impaled ; 
and  the  noxious  effluvia  one  warm  sunmier's 
day  almost  suffocating  one  of  his  nobles, 
somewhat  more  dehcate  than  the  rest; 
*  What !  *  said  Vlad  the  Devil,  '  you  do  not 
Hke  the  smell ! '  *  No,'  replied  the  other. 
On  which  the  human  fiend  ordered  him  to 
he  immediately  impaled  himself,  that  his 
delicacy  might  not  be  ofiended  in  future! 
Yet  this  example  of  the  *good  old  times' 
has  found  his  panegyrists,  as  his  cruelties 
were  mof^ly  exercised  during  nominally 
religions  wars  against  the  Turks  and 
Tartars ;  and  his  rule  was  so  inflexibly  strict 
and  vigorous  that  the  travelling  merchants 
who  passed  through  his  territories  were  able 
to  leave  their  valuable  conamodities  exposed 
in  the  open  highways  all  night,  with  the 
assurance  of  finding  them  perfectly  intact 
when  they  wished  to  resume  their  journey. 

The  Moldavians  about  the  same  time 
enjoyed  the  sovereignty  of  Alexander  the 
Oood,  imd  Stephen  the  Great ;  which  latter, 
with  his  dying  breath,  after  having  nobly 
combated  the  Turks  during  life,  counselled 


submission  to  that  now  rising  power.  We 
wish  we  had  space  for  the  translation  of  the 
beautiful  and  celebrated  speech  attributed  to 
him,  so  replete  with  wisdom,  philosophy, 
and  religion.  In  Moldavia  is  yet  chanted 
with  pride  the  warlike  refrain  of  his  reign^ 
that  may  be  thus  freely  rendered : — 

'Stephen !  Stephen  !  great  voiwode ! 
Arm'd  for  conquest  take  thy  road  : 
Beat  the  Kuasians,  Turks,  and  Poles ; 
Drive  the  Tartars  to  their  holes : 
Leave  Uungarians  dead  in  shoals.' 

In  1493  the  emperor  Bajazetset  RodolphlV. 
on  the  throne  of  Wallachia.  This  prince, 
called  by  a  Roumanian  historian  the  Numa 
of  his  country,  as  Mirza  I.  was  its  Romulus, 
was  one  of  the  few  anwarlike  monarchs  wl^ 
have  been  dignified  by  the  title  of  Great. 
Rodolph  made  many  wise  laws  and  institu- 
tions. He  constituted  difierent  classes  of 
nobility ;  and  made  the  singularly-imagined 
and,  as  far  as  our  reading  carries  us,  unique 
enactment,  which,  if  carried  out  by  the 
nations  of  Europe  nowadays,  would  create  a 
marvellous  revolution  amongst  the  rank  and 
titles  of  modern  nobility.  It  was  to  this 
effect,  that  if  the  son  or  grandson  of  a  noble 
did  nothing  to  merit  the  continuance  of  his 
rank,  the  latter  sank  to  the  condition  of  a 
mere  private  gentleman !  His  prime  coun- 
sellor in  religious  matters  was  Niphon, 
formerly  the  patriarch  of  Constantinople, 
who  had  been  imprisoned  by  Bajazet,  but 
pardoned  at  the  intercession  of  Rodolph,  and 
invited  to  his  court,  where  he  well  repaid 
the  hospitality  of  his  protector  by  the  great 
reforms  he  suggested.  Before  his  time  the 
great  mass  of  the  commonalty  (who  had 
&llen  into  gross  ignorance  ever  since  the 
burning  of  idl  the  religious  manuscripts  that 
were  written  in  Latin,  in  the  troublous  times 
that  ensued  after  the  council  of  Florence, 
when  they  adopted  the  Cyrilian  alphabet, 
and  utterly  rejected  the  Latin)  were  labour- 
ing under  the  grossest  ignorance ;  their  sole 
knowledge  of  the  faith  they  professed  con- 
sisting in  the  utterance  of  the  words  gosjpodi 
gosnitui^  the  kyrie  eleeison  of  the  Greeks; 
genuflexion;  and  the  sign  of  the  cross. 
Niphon,  however,  by  adding  two  extra 
bishoprics,  and  taking  care  that  the  clergy — 
the  teachers — should  themselves  be  taught, 
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paved    the    way    for   a   more    enlightened 
system. 

The  good  understanding  between  Rodolph 
and  Niphon  did  not,  unfortunately,  *  endure 
to  the  end.*  A  Moldavian  noble,  exiled  by 
Stephen  the  Great,  took  refuge  in  Wallachia, 
and  so  wrought  himself  into  the  good  graces 
of  its  prince  that  he  received  his  sister  in 
marriage.  The  fugitive,  it  seems,  was 
already  a  husband,  and  the  deserted  wife 
complained  to  the  patriarch,  who  insisted  on 
Rodolph  permitting  his  sister  to  be  divorced. 
The  prince  naturally  refused ;  and  the  in- 
dignant prelate  publicly  excommunicated 
the  newly-married  couple  at  the  very  moment 
when  they  were  entering  the  cathedral. 
Rodolph,  enraged,  banished  the  daring  priest, 
and  forbade  any  of  his  subjects  to  afford 
him  refuge.  Niphon  departed ;  but  before 
passing  the  Danube,  and  retiring  to  Mount 
Athos,  he  launched  forth  the  most  terrific 
imprecations  against  Wallachia.  By  a 
strange  coincidence,  as  though  to  realise  his 
menaces,  a  severe  famine  ensued.  A  great 
discord  followed,  which  almost  led  to  a  civil 
war;  the  nobles  siding  with  their  prince, 
and  the  priests  and  terrified  peasantry  taking 
the  part  of  the  patriarch.  The  latter, 
however,  before  matters  arrived  at  extremity, 
died,  and  was  enrolled  among  the  saints; 
and  Rodolph,  who  thouglit  he  saw  the  hand 
of  an  angry  heaven  amidst  these  turmoils, 
was  stricken  with  severe  disease,  and  expired 
in  the  greatest  sufferings  both  of  body  and 
mind,  after  a  reign,  says  a  historian,  *of 
fiftieen  years  wisely  employed  in  developing 
the  institutions  of  his  country.' 


We  find  we  had  become  too  interested  in 
the  researches  needful  for  information  on  the 
subject  of  our  article,  to  note  that  we  were 
trespassing  on  the  space  we  had  mentally 
assigned  ourselves,  without  having  written 
more  than  half  of  a  very  condensed  account 
of  the  interesting  countries  under  our  con- 
sideration. We  must  therefore  take  leave 
to  reserve  the  remainder  until  the  publica- 
tion of  our  April  number. 

[In  our  ;irticle  on  Luxembourg,  by  a  clerical  error, 
Godfrey  w  represented  as  engaged  in  the  iastf  instead  of 
the^#<  cnwftde.] 


THE  PORTRAIT  ON  THE   MEXICAN 
POSTAGE  STAMPS. 

A  FRIEND  in  New  Orleans,  to  whom  we  had 
written  about  the  issue  of  stamps  in  Mexico 
prior  to  the  French  occupation,  informs  us 
that  postage  stamps  were  certainly  not 
issued  there  before  1853.  In  that  year 
President  (or,  as  he  is  sometimes  termed. 
General)  Santa  Anna,  who  had  been  in  and 
out  of  the  presidential  chair  since  1883,  was 
re-chosen,  and  made  dictator  for  life.  In 
1861  Juarez  was  appointed  president  and 
perpetual  dictator.  It  is  known  that  Santa 
Anna  had  a  wooden  leg;  it  is  also  stated 
that  he  had  but  one  eye.  The  portrait  on 
the  stamp  does  not  represent  this  disfigure- 
ment, and  the  bust,  therefore,  may  be  that 
of  Carrera,  Alvarez,  or  Comonfort,  all  of 
whom  succeeded  Santa  Aima. — The  Standard 
Guide  to  Stamp  CollectliKj, 

STAMP  COLLECTING  NOT  A  MODERN 

IDEA. 

Collecting  stamps  is  not  so  modem  a 
pursuit  as  many  persons  imagine.  Postage 
stamps  are  certainly  of  very  recent  adoption, 
but  other  official  stamps  have  been  objects  of 
^terest  to  collectors  for  more  than  a  eentuiy. 
We  find,  on  consulting  an  old  tile  of  news- 
papers, that  John  Bourke,  Esq.,  Receiver- 
General  of  the  Stamp  Duties,  Ireland,  formed 
a  collection  at  Dublin  in  1774  (in  which 
year  the  stamp  duties  commenced  in  Ireland), 
arranged  in  a  quarto  volume,  with  MS. 
descriptions  on  vellum,  for  presentation  to 
the  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Revenue 
in  Ireland.  This  volume  he  entitled,  A 
Collection  of  the  Impi'essiotis  to  be  made  on 
eveiy  Skin,  or  piece  of  Vellum  or  Parchment^ 
or  evenj  sheet  of  Paper,  in  wanner  and  form  ae 
hereinafter  expressed ;  and  contained  samples 
of  Irish  stamps  from  the  value  of  six  pounds 
down  to  that  of  one  halfpenny.  J.  O.  H. 

REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

We  expected  to  be  able  to  notice  this  month 
a  very  elaborate  continental  catalogue  pub- 
lished in  German  by  an  eminent  ama^ieur 
postal  collector,  but  have  not  yet  received  it 
We  shall  take    an    early    opportunity   of 
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making  a  few  remarks  on  some  Parisian 
publications  just  issued  or  now  in  the  press. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  numerous  English 
reviews,  advertisers,  Ac,  on  postage-stamp 
subjects  are  principally  useful  as  a  medium 
for  advertisements ;  but  Messrs.  Gloyn,  of 
Manchester,  propose  enlarging  their  paper 
next  month,  and  raising  it  to  the  rank  of  a 
magazine. 

Of  all  the  monthly  tribe  devoted  to  postal- 
collecting  subjects,  how^ever,  commend  us  to 

the :  we  forbear  giving  its  name,  fearing 

all  the  pence  of  our  own  widely-spread  sub- 
scribers, to  the  great  detriment  of  our  profit, 
would  be  applied  henceforth  to  the  purchase 
of  it,  could  they  be  induced  to  make  the 
investment  once. 

The  Saturday  Tl&i>iew  did  us  the  honour  of 
quoting  our  magazine  as  almost  as  good  as 
Punch,  and  only  a  penny  dearer.  The  work 
we  allude  to  is  much  better,  i.e.,  much  more 
laughable  than  Fuiich,  and  a  penny  cheaper, 
which  is  some  object  in  the  present  hard 
times. 

For  the  murder  of  her  respected  Majesty's 
English  in  the  way  of  diction,  grammar,  and 
spelling,  we  think  the  writers  exhibit  great 
aptness,  and  deserve  high  credit  for  their 
originality  and  ingenuity.  A  few  specimens 
will  amuse  our  readers,  extracted  from  a 
recent  number;  and  wishing  as  much  as 
possible  to  combine  instruction  with  enter- 
tainment, they  will  serve  our  juvenile 
subscribers  as  grammatical,  or  rather  un- 
grammatical,  quotations  for  correction. 

'  A  great  many  opinions  has  arisen.' 

'  One  ccntesimi  green.* 

*  Van  Dicmans  Land.' 

'  Stamp  Theives.' 

'  Engendor.' 

*  The  pi-escription  on  the  celebrated  Potsdam 

vase.' 
'  The  rect^ngulator  red  patch.' 

*  The  countries  whose  stamps  assimulat^  so 

strongly.' 

The  story  of  the  Christmas  Lark  with  the 
Jew  is  alone  worth  the  twelvemonth's  sub- 
scription. We  will  treat  our  readers  with 
the  opening  sentence  to  whet  their  curiosity. 
*0n  Christmas  day  a  few  of  my  stamps 
collecting  friends  amongst  which  was  a  Jew 


who  came  to  my  house  and  had  a  little 
supper,  determined  we  were  to  have  a  lark 
with  our  worthy  friend  JacoB  Levi  who  had 
a  very  bad  habit  of  eating  with  his  fingers 
from  his  plate.' 

We  hope  not  to  be  misunderstood  as 
actuated  by  ungenerous  feeling,  or  motives 
of  jeahmsy  towards  a  fellow-worker  in  the 
same  path.  Some  of  the  errors  are  perhaps 
clerical;  and  a  moderate  amount  of  extra 
care  would  easily  make  the  periodical  a 
respectable  publication.  There  is  nothing 
objectionable  in  the  supper  anecdote,  pro^ 
vided  it  were  '  done  into  decent  English.'  A 
lot  of  youths  might  spend  the  evening  in  a 
far  less  innocent  manner  than  larking  with 
a  dirty  Jew. 

Mtisjmve'ff  Popular  Heraldic  Sheets.  London : 
George  Musgrave  and  Co.,  Tumham 
Green,  W. 

These  sheets  are  thirteen  in  number,  and 
are  each  and  all  extremely  well  and  correctly 
executed.  "The  nature  of  our  publication 
calls  for  no  remark  on  any  but  Nos.  1  and 
8 ;  the  former  comprising  the  arms,  and  the 
latter  the  flags,  of  all  nations.  Either  or  both 
of  these  sheets,  when  cut  up  and  placed  as 
headings  in  their  albums  by  those  collectors 
who,  like  ourselves,  prefei*  one  perfectly 
blank  for  their  stamps,  are  well  worth  the 
moderate  amount  of  purchase  money. 

They  now  lie  before  us :  the  flags  are 
sixty-three,  and  the  arms  fifly-two  in  num- 
ber, and  are  beautifully  emblazoned  in  silver 
and  gold  with  the  proper  heraldic  colours. 
Not  being  professedly  designed  exclusively 
for  postage-stamp  collectors,  there  are,  of 
course,  several  coats  of  arms — as  those  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales — and  flags — as  those  of 
Tripoli,  Persia,  Burmah,  Japan,  &c. — which 
would  not  come  into  use.  We  hear,  by  the 
way,  that  the  last-named  country  is  about 
to  issue  postage  stamps,  and  met  with  an 
individual  a  few  days  ago  who  informed  us 
he  had  seen  a  proof  of  the  design  about  to 
be  employed  for  that  purpose. 

These  sheets  can  be  procured  either  from 
the  Messrs.  Musgrave  direct,  or  from  Stafford 
Smith  &  Smith,  Bath,  in  colours  with  or 
without  the  gold  and  silver  emblazonment. 
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Blow,  wintrv  windf*,  over  the  waters 

Of  the  raijfTlity  far-spread  sea. 
Till  the  mail-ships  skimming  the  surface, 

Swift  to  oiu*  green  isle  flee. 

Blow,  for  we're  waiting  and  longing 
For  stamps  from  the  distant  snore ; 

America's  men,  and  Guiana's  ships, 
And  Australia's  coveted  store. 

We've  plenty  of  Germans  to  change  with, 

If  you've  but  a  Ceylon  at  hand ; 
And  money  shall  not  be  stinted 

For  a  stamp  from  Van  Diemen's  Land. 

Blow,  while  the  mania  is  rife, 
For  the  fancy  may  slacken,  I  ween ; 

Good  luck  to  the  earnest  collector ; 
Good  luck  to  the  Stamp  Magazine. 

S. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  PRINCE  CONSORT  ESSAYS. 
Ih  the  Editor  of  the  'Stamp-Colleotor's  Maoazixb.* 

Sis, — I  have  read  with  considerable  interest  Mr.  Bum's 
letter  to  you  about  the  Prince  Albert  essays. 

As  all  the  collectors  in  London  seem,  and  I  think  pro- 
perly, to  give  these  stamps  place  in  their  albums,  any 
information  from  a  sure  source  is  most  welcome. 

Judpng  only  from  the  stamps  themselves,  I  should 
unhesitatingly  pronounce  them  not  to  be  of  government 
origin;  or  to  speak  more  accurately,  from  the  same 
source  as  the  stamps  used,  or  the  accredited  e88a3rB  of 
stamps  of  the  pcrioa  in  question. 

The  engraving  is  very  different :  it  is  much  coarser, 
and  the  execution  altogether  rougher.  If  this  be  the 
fact,  why  may  not  these  stamps  be  essays  submitted  to 
the  authorities  for  adoption,  and  rejected,  as  we  know 
by  the  result  they  were  r 

Apart  altogether  frt>m  the  foregoing,  and  also  from  the 
paragraph  wherein  Mr.  Bum  speaks  in  very  direct  terms 
of  certain  alleged  requirements  of  the  queen,  as  to  which 
I  make  no  remark,  1  notice  that  he  proceeds  thus : — 

*The  engraving  such  a  stamp  could  only  have  been 
attemptedby  permission  of  Loiti  Melbourne.'  Why  so, 
I  ask  ?  Tne  noble  lord  was  then  at  the  head  of  the 
treasur)' :  I  have  yet  to  learn  he  had  either  right,  power, 
or  authority  to  give  or  withhold  any  permission  of  the  kind. 

I  take  it  to  be  undoubted  law  that  an^  person  in  the 
realm  may  engrave  and  submit  any  design  (proWded  it 
be  not  a  fraudulent  Imitation  of  stamps  in  use ;  in  which 
event  the  Stamp  Acts  would  be  infringed) ;  and  neither 
persuasion  nor  leave  is  or  requires  to  he  asked  or  granted 
of  any  person  whatever.  Surely  if  any  one  were  to  be 
applied  to  it  would  be  the  Postmaster  General,  who  would 
have  the  design  submitted  for  his  approval. 

But  Mr.  Bum  goes  on  that  *the  engraving,  highly 
censurable  as  it  certainly  was,'  Tthough  why  so  I  cannot 
toll,  except  that  it  shared  the  fate  of  others  and  never 
was  adopted)  *  could  not  escape  prohibition  by  the  Privy 
Council ; '  and  many  years  since  he  *  read  that  such*' 
(prohibition  or  engraving?^  *had  been  attempted,  but 
that  the  stamp  was  orderra  to  be  destroyed.' 

Does  Mr.  Bum  mean  to  imply  the  Council  did  in  fact 
prohibit  these  stamps?  If  so.  their  proclamation  was 
alt<^ther  useless:  it  was  void  to  pronibit  their  being 
VLKOf  for  they  never  were  in  legalized  use ;  it  was  futile 


to  prevent  their  engraving,  as  that  was  already  done; 
nor  could  such  engraving  have  been  prevented  by  any 
order  or  proclamation. 

Mr.  Bum  deserves  the  thanks  of  all  for  his  particukrt 
of  the  finding  of  these  stamps.  He  does  not — nor  per- 
haps was  it  to  be  expected  or  desired  he  should — rtite 
whether  the  deceased  person  was  filling  anv  official  pori- 
tion :  in  the  absence  of  assertion  one  may  Iturly  presume 
such  was  not  the  case ;  and  that  he  either  originated  this 
essay,  or  procured  his  two  sheets  directly  or  indirectly 
fit)ra  the  designer. 

In  any  view,  this  in  no  way  lessens  the  rarity  or  value 
of  the  stamps  as  e8sa3rs.  They  bear  on  their  face  maiki 
of  being  a  genuine  attempt  at  a  desi^  for  general  circu- 
lation ;  and  as  they  never  were  put  into  use  they  are  in 
the  true  sense  of  tne  term  essays. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

The  Temple,  B.C.  A.  J.  H. 

THE  EDITOR'S  REPLY  TO  FENTONIA. 

The  Editor  of  the  Stnmp-CoUeefor't  Magtiatte,  in  reply 
to  Fentonia's  remarks  in  the  last  number,  begs  to  leave 
Messrs.  Mount  Brown  and  Oppen  to  answer  for  their 
alleged  inaccuracy  with  regard  to  the  German  silver,  new, 
and  good  groschen ;  merely  remarking  that  moot  probably 
the  former  availed  himself  of  the  authority  of  mw  f^e 
Chntittentai  Guide,  which  puts  24  good,  or  30  silver  gros- 
chen as  equivalent  to  a  thaler. 

Like  his  self-chosen  model  Colenso,  Fentonia  seems  to 
have  rather  oonfrised  himself  in  his  researches.  Oppen 
does  not  make  ten,  but  twelve  pfennige  the  equivalent  of 
a  silber  groschen ;  nor  does  Mount  Brown  place  Oldenburg 
in  the  same  brace  with  Hamburg. 

He,  moreover,  on  tuming  to  page  92  of  the  magazine 
will  find  it  there  stated  that  the  editor  received  eight  of 
the  Bremen  2  grote  stamps  on  a  letter  ftt)m  that  town, 
sufficiently  evidencing  their  capability  of  prepaying  for 
this  country. 

The  editor  thinks  Fentonia's  suggestions  respecting  the 
vague  use  of  the  terms  '  guten '  and  *  guter '  both  ingenious 
and  plausible;  and  entirely  agrees  with  his  favourable 
opinion  of  the  reality  of  the  \2\  c.  blue  Canadian. 

That  a  slight  change  in  the  relative  value  of  the  pfen- 
nig to  a  silber  groschen  has  lately  taken  place,  is  proved 
by  the  newly-issued  green  3  pfennige  of  Hanover,  whidli 
bears  the  inscription  3-10/As  of  a  eUber  groeehen,  whereas 
the  superseded  pink  stamp  of  the  same  device  was  labelled 
\'Zrd  of  a  eilber  groeeh^. 

Perhaps  some  good  authoritj'  will  be  kind  enough  to 
interpret  the  lettera  *  L.  H.  P  A.*  at  the  four  comers  of  the 
Bergedorf  stamps.  "We  suppose  they  imply  ^Lubeck, 
Hamburg,  Post  Office'  {Fbat  Am(), 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector*«  Maoazucb.' 

Sin — In  reading  the  February  number  of  your  periodi- 
cal, I  remariced  some  questions  made  by  one  of  your 
correspondents  mostly  about  German  stamps.  I  hope  the 
following  explanation  may  be  of  use  to  some  of  your  sub- 
scribers. The  first  was  the  difference  between  a  groschen, 
gutegroochen,  silbergroschen,  and  neugroschen.  A  groschen 
and  a  neugroschen  are  identical ;  botib  are  worth  one  and 
one-fifth  of  a  penny,  and  are  divided  into  ten  pfennings. 
A  silbergroschen  is  ako  worth  one  and  one-fifth  of  a  penny, 
but  it  contains  twelve  pfennings,  ^e  value  of  a  gutc- 
groschen  is  a  little  higher:  twenty-four  gutegroschens 
form  a  thaler ;  but  a  tfa^er  contains  thirty  of  the  thrpc 
other  kinds.  It  amounts  to  one  and  two-thirds  of  a 
penny,  and  is  divided  into  twelve  pfennings.  Tlicse 
oifferenoes  can  be  teen  in  the  Brunswick  stamps.    Some 
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of  them  hare  the  value  mentioned  in  groseheBBy  others 
in  silbergrotchens  and    in  jcuteptrachens.     The  bro^-n 

3nartett  stamp  bears  the  inscnption,  ^  quUgrotcken^ 
ret  pfeitniftge ;  showin?  that  a  gutejrroechen  contains 
twelve  pfennings.  Another  stamp  (black  print  on  white 
paper)  bears  the  inscription,  Virr  silber  pfmninffe,  and 
theruue,  we^ihirfL,  is  marked  in  ovals  at  both  sides.  A 
albergroschcn  therefore  contains  twelve  pfennings.  A 
third  stamp  (black  print  on  green  paper)  is  marked  funf 
pftnniffe^  katf  yt-oaehm  ^not  silbergroscnen).  There  are 
theiefote  ten  pfennings  in  a  gro^hen.  Tour  correspon- 
dPDt  does  not  seem  to  know  that  there  are  three  different 
kinds  of  pfennings;  those  ten  of  which  form  a  ncu- 
grosehen  or  groschen;  those  twelve  of  which  make  a 
olbergroschen  ;  and  those  that  are  the  twelfth  part  of  a 
^tegroschen.  On  the  green  envelope  stamp  of^the  first 
usoe  of  Hanover,  guter  and  groschen  are  printed  sepa- 
rately. Outer  is  an  adjective,  in  the  masculine  genuer, 
belonging  to  the  substantive  groschen.  On  the  brown 
Brunswick  stamp  gutegroschen  is  one  word. 

The  second  Question  was  about  the  two-grote  stamp  of 
Bremen.  Before  the  1st  of  May,  1863,  the  postage 
throu^ttt  the  Bremen  territory  (except  in  the  capital, 
where  the  one-grote  envelopes  were  used)  amounted  to 
three  grotes.  0^  that  day,  tne  postage  between  Bremen 
and  Vegeaacke, — the  lai^gest  place  on  the  Bremen  territory 
after  the  capital— and  mee  rersa^  was  reduced  to  two 
grotes.  The  postage  from  Bremen  to  England  amounts 
to  ten  grotes ;  so  that  one  would  have  to  use  five  stamps 
of  the  value  of  two  grotes. 

Hie  meaning  of  tne  letters  '  L.  H.  P.  A.,'  on  the  Berge- 
dorf  stamps,  ia  Lubeeky  Hambutger  Pont  Ami.  Hcr^orf 
belong  to  Hamburg  and  Lubeck  jointly;  this  is  the 
meaning  of  these  words,  and  this  is  also  the  reason  why 
we  find  half  of  the  Lubeck  and  half  of  the  Hamburg  arms 
Ml  these  stamps.  Truly  yours, 

Ihrwutudty  Grand-duehy  of  Heste,  F.  L. 

7^  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazinb.' 

Sib,— A  correspondent  in  your  last  number  wished  to 
know  the  difference  between  certain  Oerman  coins:  I 
think  I  am  able  to  give  the  required  information. 

A  groschen  is  of  less  value  than  the  other  coins,  con- 
taming  only  five  pfennig  while  a  neu  (or  new)  groschen 
(so  called  fhmi  oelongmg  to  a  new  system  of  coinage 
oommeneed  in  Saxony  about  fifteen  years  ago)  and  a 
foten,  or  more  correctly  a  guter  groschen,  each  contain 
ten  pfennige,  and  a  siloer  or  silver  groschen  contains 
twelve  pfennige,  and  is  the  thirtieth  part  of  a  thaler  or 
dollar;  thus,  therefore,  a  thaler  contains  360,  not  300 
pfennige;  seventy-two  groschens;  thirty-six  neu  gros- 
chens;  the  same  number  of  guter  groschens;  or  thirty 
nlber  groschens.  Ten  pfennige,  or  a  neu  or  guter  gros- 
chen are  Mual  to  an  English  pi>nny,  and  a  thaltT  is  equal 
to  three  English  shillings.  I  have  the  authority  of  a 
native  of  Germany  for  this,  so  I  think  it  is  reliable 
information. 

The  meaning  of  the  four  letters  *L.  H.  P.  A.*  on  the 
^amps  of  Bergedorf  is  most  probably  this : — Lnheck  und 
Jftmburg  Po0t  A  nit, — Angticey  Lubeck  and  Hamburg 
Post-Office;  and  it  is  probable  from  the  Lubock  ea^le 
and  Hamburg  castle  on  the  stamps,  and  from  the  position 
of  the  town  at  an  almost  e({ual  distance  between  these 
two  cities,  that  they  both  claim  postal,  if  no  other  juris- 
diction over  it. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

Fretton^next'  Wingham,  HENRlT  JENNER. 

T9  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine/ 
Sn,— In  case  no  other  correspondent  should  give  more 


accurate  information,  I  beg  to  suggest  to  your  correspon- 
dent, Fentonia,  that  the  letters  in  the  four  comers  oi  the 
liergedorf  stamps,  *L.  H.  P.  A.,'  mean  (I  have  no  doubt) 
Lttbcek^  Hambura  Poet  Amt.  The  Bergedorf  stamps 
have  half  of  the  Hamburg  arms  and  half  of  the  Lubeck 
arms  as  their  device ;  and  the  district  itself  is  no  doubt 
closely  connected  with  both  cities,  in  whose  territories 
alone,  I  suspect,  are  these  stamps  available. 

Fentonia  may  rest  assured  that  the  1 -groschen  blue 
stamp  of  Hanover  is  authentic,  as  I  have  seen  an  official 
statement  from  the  authorities  there  regretting  that,  with 
an  otherwise  perfect  set  of  their  stamps  unused,  they 
could  not  supply  a  specimen  of  the  1  groschen  blue,  for 
which  they  had  le/t  a  vacancy. 

I  saw  a  6-cent  blue  New  Brunswick  just  three  years 
since,  and  then^fore  think  it  is  a  genuine  article;  if 
forged,  they  would  be  common  now. 

You  are  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  English  official 
(Y.  R.)  black  stamp  has  *  tne  usual  I^Ialtesc  cross '  at  the 
lower  angles :  it  has  letters  there  like  the  other  T!ngHid^ 
penny  stamps. 

I  remain,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

London.  W'.  H.  H. 


To  the  E'titor  of  the  *  Stamp- Collector's  Haoazinb.' 

Sir,— In  your  last  number  you  suggested,  in  your 
review  of  my  album  and  catalogue,  that  it  would  be  well 
if  loose  leaves  could  be  supplied  that  could  be  gummed  in 
the  album.  I  have  adopted  your  idea,  and  they  will  be 
supplied  by  the  publisher  of  the  album  at  9d.  per  dozen. 
Thus  any  person  possessing  either  of  the  former  editions 
can  now  make  sufficient  space  for  any  new  issues. 
Thanking  you  for  your  suggestion,  and  hoping  you  will 
give  space  in  your  next  for  this  notice. 

I  remain,  very  truly  yours, 

Brnton-upon  Trent,  HENRY  WHYMPER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  MAOAZHfE.' 
Sir, — In  your  December  issue  I  observe  Mr.  Davis's  let- 
ter. I  am  another  who  has  been  victimised  by  *A.  A. 
Outram,  E»q.y  to  the  extent  of  4s.  2d.  All  my  letters,  after 
the  one  enclosing  stamps,  have,  like  Mr.  Davis's,  been  re- 
turned through  the  Dead  Letter  Office.  A  notification  of 
this,  along  with  the  others  in  the  issue  now  before  me, 
will,  I  trust,  have  the  effect  of  preventing  others  from 
being  *  sold,'  and  I  hope  may  lead  to  the  di^very  of  the 
party. 

I  am  yours  respectfuUy, 
EartUpool,  EDWARD.  C.  HALL. 

ANSWERS   TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

H.  B.  B.,  Stratford  Green. — The  genuine  sixpenny 
black  essay,  queen  enthroned,  of  Victoria  is  rather  rare. 
The  blue  individuals,  when  discoloured  by  natursd  or 
artificial  means,  often  pass  current  for  the  real  thing. 

G.  E.,  Manor  House,  Morley. — Citric  or  any  similar  acid 
will  extract  common  writing  from  a  postage  stamp  ;  but 
we  know  of  no  preparation  capable  of  neutralising  the 
usual  obliterations;  nor  would  it  be  proper  to  divulge 
such  knowledge  did  we  possess  it. 

Pine,  Stonegate,  York. — It  requires  no  microscope  to 
ascertain,  nor  was  it  ever  disputed,  that  the  emblem  in 
the  left-hand  comer  of  some  of  the  Bahama  stamps  is 
intended  to  represent  a  pineapple.  The  discussion  was 
respecting  the  right-hana  figure,  which  a  correspondent 
imagined  to  be  a  vam,  but  which  we  pronounced  a  shell. 

M.  L.  0.,  Twicicenham. — We  believe  your  Confederate 
stamps  are  genuine,  llie  engraving  is  much  superior  to 
that  of  the  current  forgeries.  • 
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J.  C.  Andkk\«'8,  Belfast. — Your  very  dark  proen  CeyloD 
twopeimy  must  have  bet'n  accidentally  diatioloured,  i\»  we 
have  never  met  with  one  like  it  before.  Ceylon  stamps 
of  that  value  are  so  common  that  had  thev  btM»n  ever 
issued  other  thim  emerald  preen,  they  woulcl  have  been 
well  knou*n  in  collections. — We  have  frequently  S'?en  a 
lO-ceuts  I'nited  States  blue,  and  we  believe  tfi<'v  were 
prenuine. — ThcTe  is  no  naturally  brawn  New  /ctaland 
penny. — The  brown  and  the  grt?en  Denmark  are  at 
present  with  wavy  ground ;  the  oth?r  two  have  never 
been  othei-wise  than  speckled. — The  penny  red  on  tinted 
paper  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is  out  of  use. 

The  drawuip  of  a  stamp  sent  on  a  small  piece  of  paiier 
by  some  correspondent  is  the  so-called  xxpivsn  stamn  for 
lierlin,  and  which  is  pronounced  to  be  one  of  the  Ham- 
burp  impudent  and  imprincipled  forgeries. 

J.  S.,  Great  Grimsby. — We  think  the  album  published 
by  Moens,  of  lJnuwels,*the  best  for  an  extensive  collection ; 
but  Opi)en*s  will  do  verj-  well  for  one  of  moderate  pre- 
tensions.    Either  can  be  procured  at  our  establishment 

H.  B.,  Coburg,  Gennany.— The  English  V.  It.,  and  the 
half-anna  red  India,  are  so  rare  us  to  be  seldom  attainable. 

Mauion,  Bx-omptfln. — The  red  Turkish  half- piastre 
stamp  is  for  Constantinople  only.— "We  have  never  seen  a 
Cape  of  Good  lIo|>e  stamp  ^aith'the  figure  of  a  lion  added 
to  that  of  the  sitting  repi-eseutative  of  Hope. 

Makv  Anne  M.— Your  bkck  60  and  90  and  blue  10 
small  oblong  stamps  are  Brazilian. — The  pink  stamps  vou 
describe  must  be  tliosc  of  Thuni  and  Taxis  north.  The 
I  s.  g.  is  the  present,  and  the  2  s.  g.  the  preceding  issue ; 
but  we  have  never  met  with  a  pink  3  s.  g.  The  current 
stamp  of  that  value  is  reddish  brown. 

'I\  S.,  Marlborough  College. — ^The  2  cuartos  Spanish 
will  most  probably  be  speedily  followed  by  the  other 
denominations  after  a  similar  design. 

CoRREo. — There  are  as  many  different  newspaper 
stamjM  as  there  are  papers  ixKiuiring  them.  —  We 
believe  there  are  no  French  or  Spanish  gazette 
staiups.  —  Crests  are  of  no  commercial  value.  —  Should 
the  reputed  fac-aiinile  of  a  stamp  vary  from  the 
originjil  it  cannot  be  a  fuc-simile. — 'fhe  pennv  English 
are,  the  black;  the  dark  rini-brown;  the  red  on  blue 
pa|)er ;  the  red  with,  and  the  i-ed  without  perforatious ; 
and  the  red  A%ith  letters  at  each  comer,  some  of  which 
have  been  stnick  off  but  are  not  yet  in  use. — The  value 
of  the  green  Barbadoes  is  one  halfpenny. 

E.  W .  G.,  Torquay. — We  believe  your  suggestion  is 
coirect  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  lettewi  on  the  stamps  of 
Beixedorf,  and  we  had  ourselves  interpreted  them  in  the 
8;»me  way. — 'Ihe  English  twopenny  yellow  is  luiquestion- 
a])ly  a  chemical. —  ITie  Haiuonui  *  ^^ine-cup  stanip  is 
another  essay  on  gullibility.— If  you  want  the  Utah 
stamp  }ou  had  better  writ<.'  to  the  authors  of  the  Stan- 
dard Vaialogue. — Most  dealers  can  supply  the  local  for 
the  towni  of  Brunswick. 

F.  Keily,  London. — The  stamp  you  figure  is  an 
Austrimi  receipt  stump. 

E.  M.  H.,  Uungerford.— Smith  k  Elder,  of  Comhill, 
were  the  first  allowed  by  the  stomp  authorities  to  encircle 
the  g»»veniment  euvelop<*s  x^-ith  theh*  name  and  address. 
Their  example  has  been  followed  by  several  firms.  Must 
continental  and  uuuiy  English  collectoi-s  acknowledge 
these  stamps  as  varieties. 

G.  Boi.Tox. — Your  Be  union  stamp  is  merely  a  fac- 
simile ;  the  other,  a  French  bon-bon  stamp. 

K.  A.  D.,  Grammar  School,  Bromsgrove. — We  have  no 

faith  in  your  te  king  stamp.     We  have  seen  its  fellows 

before  in  verj'  susuicious  comjiany ;  exposed  for  sale  ydih 

^  Cochin  China,  Mekka,  Texas,  and  other  outlaudi^-look- 

ing  spe<*imens. 


E.  8.  A.,  PiccadiUy. — The  registered  Queenslands  are 
in  use;  but  the  fivepennv  New  South  Wales  has  been 
some  time  obsolete.  Franlcing  letters  to  the  Eiist  Indies 
and  ^lauritius  only,  it  seldom,  if  ever,  came  to  this  coun- 
try, which  accounts  for  its  gn*at  rarity. 

R.  W.,  Hornsea. — 'I'he  stamp  you  enclosed  for  inj^iec- 
tion  is  most  probably  a  bibtl  for  goods.  The  charmcten 
inscribed  are  certainly  Turkish. 

T.  C,  Cavendish  Road,  London. — ^The  stamps  you 
describe  are  those  usiudly  CiiUed  Austrian  complementary, 
and  which  have  been  occasionally  used  for  labelling 
i-etunied  letters. 

J .  T.  WiLLESDEN. — ^The  stamp  you  enclosed  is  the  \  real 
of  Peru,  and  is  very  rare.  Lalli'er's  albmu  doc*  give  a 
place  for  it. 

Olive. — Dr.  Gray  is  correct  ui  his  assertion  of  the  non- 
existence of  Chinese  stamps. — Op|Km's  album  gives  space 
for  the  Hong  Kongs. — 'I  ne  early  issues  of  the  prtiny 
English  are  brown  rather  than  rt'd. — 'ITie  higher  valui* 
of  our  envelopes  ciui  be  pi-ociu'«d  by  special  i^plicati<Hi  at 
Somerset  Hoiu*e  only. 

J.  C.  AsDiiEWs,  itelfast. — We  sent  your  stamp  to  the 
addri's.H  given,  but  the  letter  was  returnied  from  the  Dead 
Letter  Office,  labclli'd,  *  not  known.' 

J.  E.  M.,  Tenterden. — 'I'he  two  stamps  of  the  United 
States  described  in  vour  letter  are  of  the  issue  of  l8o7, 
and  were  8ui>erst*dei  by  th??  present  series  in  1861. — Th^' 
other  stamp  is  the  ciirri'nt  local  for  Stockholm,  taking 
the  place  of  ;the  obsolete  brown  and  black  obLmg  Fti- 
markefor  I'tcal  Brrf. 

Miss  S.,  of  Maidstone,  is  informed  that  the  lO-tcnts 
greenback  of  the  United  States,  not  being  a  postagt* 
stamp,  has  no  fiincy  value.     Say  sixpence. 

J.  Yot'NO,  Leicester. — The  Austrian  gazette  stamp  of 
1861  is  superseded  by  ont  bearing  the  iuiperial  arms,— 
The  1-grote  Bi-emen  is  not  a  postage  stomp. — 'ITi.*  latest 
issues  of  British  Guiana  and  of  Norway  will  of  eounte,  in 
due  time,  supersede  the  others. — You  quite  surprised  m^ 
hy  observing  that  there  is  no  mi'ntion  of  the  octagonal 
sixpenny  and  shilling  English  adhesive  stamps  in  Mount 
Brown's  third  edition ;  but  we  find,  on  reference,  that  you 
are  correct.  ITiere  is  that  hiatus  vaide  drJUndutt.  'ITie  Uti- 
penny  it  noted.  —  There  is  nearly  as  much  difference 
net  ween  the  4  pf.  and  6  pf.  1850  and  1858  istoics  of 
Prussia,  as  between  the  other  denominations,  llit^  esrlv 
series  is  considerably  darker  than  the  later.  The  old  4  p^. 
is  green  on  green,  tne  other  is  green  on  white  ground. 
The  old  6  pf.  is  almost  bro\»*n,  the  newer  is  bcarlet. 

E.  Hall,  Hartlepool. — Many  thanks  for  a  sight  of  the 
variety  of  the  10-oeuts  Coufoderate, — ten  in  letters  in  lieu 
of  figures. 

H.  B.,  Rockamptou. — Your  Nicaragua  is  genuine.— 
llie  blue  stamp  is  the  earliest  issue  of  Norway. 

£.  N.,  Athboy,  Ireland. — Many  collectors  assign*  plac* 
for  the  American  Inter.  Rev.  stamps  in  their  albums. 


Caution. — Stamp  dealers  are  recommended  to  make  in- 
quiries before  entiiisting  specimens  to  unknown  persons. 
A  fellow  wrote  to  *  Stampede,'  requesting  some  stamps  to 
lie  sent  to  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  48,  Moss  Str^^ct,  PaUley, 
So  >tland.  The  scamp  got  the  stamps ;  but  a  second  letter, 
sent  after  a  reasonable  interval,   was  returned  by  the 


Dead- Letter  Office.  *not  having  been  called  for.'     Oac 
of  the  same  swindling  fraternity,  giving  the  naiue  of 


but  never  went  for  any  of  the  numerous  letters  w'Ut 
afterwards  by  his  dc'luded  victim.  We  oould  particaUrize 
many  such  instances  of  kuaver}'. 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  MY  STAMP  ALBUM. 

CHAPTER   VI. 

DOUBTS   AND   FEARS. 

*  To  put  the  torch  of  Cupid  out, 
There**  nothing  like  the  breeze  of  Doubt : 
Rare  iM  a  lover's  heart  so  stout, 
His  subtle  influence  to  rout, 
And  bid  him  "  to  the  right  about." ' 

Ojtb  afternoon,  shortly  after  this,  being 
released  firom  the  office  earlier  than  usual, 
I  hastened  immediately  to  Kensington,  wish- 
ing to  surprise  my  betrothed.  I  entered 
stealthily  by  a  side,  gate,  and  making  my 
way  unobserved  across  the  garden  round  to 
tbe  back  of  the  house,  ascended  the  stone 
steps  leading  from  the  drawing-room  balcony 
to  an  open  lawn.  Esconced  behind  a  large 
luxuriantly-flowering  shrub  which  grew  on 
one  side  of  the  bay  window,  I  played  for 
once  the  eaves-dropper. 

Mrs.  Davenport  was  reclining  languidly 
on  her  couch;  and  Emily,  seated  at  the 
table,  was  carefully  arranging  or  sorting  a 
large  packet  of  postage  stamps :  by  her  side 
lay  a  chaste  and  elegant  album. 

'  I  think,  mamma,'  said  Emily,  in  her  own 
sweet  voice,  '  that  my  collection  now  needs 
but  few  acquisitions.  I  have  had  so  many 
given  me  lately ;  and,  indeed,  when  I  had  it 
first,  it  was  so  complete  as  to  need  but 
slight  additions.* 

I  could  see  a  crimson  flush  mounting  to 
Emily's  pure,  white  brow,  as  she  uttered 
these  last  words ;  but  suddenly  I  started 
violently,  and  looked  long  and  attentively  at 
the  albxun  Emily  was  now  clasping  in  her 
hand.  I  could  not  be  mistaken ; — no  one, 
I  believed,  had  ever  possessed  one  like  mine. 
I  had  had  it  made  expressly  for  myself,  long 
before  they  came  into  universal  fashion.  It 
was  richly  bound  in  russia  leather  and  gold, 
and  each  division  separated  by  a  broad  band 
of  ornamental  chasing.  The  effect  was 
costly  and  unique ;  and  I  had  paid  for  it  a 
sxun  fer  beyond  my  means.  The  stamps, 
too,  had  surely  once  been  mine, — those  rare 
blue  Brunswickers,  the  Pony  Express,  the 
green  Liberian,  the  peculiar  stamp  of  the 
Sandwich  Isles,  and  various  others,  both 
precious  and  obsolete !  Like  an  arrow  shot 
through  my  brain  came  the  recollection  of 
nmny  conversations  Emily  and  I  had  held 


upon  the  subject  of  timhromanie^  and  her 
laughing  confusion  and  embarrassment  when 
tolling  me  of  her  stamp  album,  which  had 
been  given  her  under  the  proviso  that  it 
should  never  be  shown  to  a  stranger ;  and 
my  fond  declaration  that  I  should  soon  see 
it,  and  that  when  I  became  her  husband  I 
would  offer  it  to  the  British  Museum  for 
•  public  exhibition. 

Suspicions,  doubts,  fears,  crowded  upon 
me.  That  I  saw  my  own  stolen  property 
before  my  eyes  I  felt  convinceil ;  and,  my 
head  on  fire,  distracted  with  horror  and 
uncertainty,  I  left  the  window  unperceived ; 
and  rushing  home  in  a  tumult  of  feeling,  I 
barred  the  door  and  sat  down  to  collect  my 
scattered  thoughts,  and  to  fathom,  if  possible, 
this  strange,  perplexing  mystery.  But  in 
vain  I  racked  my  brain  and  ^tortured 
memory  ; — no  guiding  clue  came  to  my  a:d  ; 
and  finally,  as  a  last  resource,  I  resolved  to 
seek  out  my  former  landlady,  Mrn.  Matson, 
and  discover  the  names  of  nil  those  who 
were  lodging  in  her  house  when  I  was  there. 
Quickly,  therefore,  I  sought  my  late  abode : 
my  loud,  vehement  ring  of  the  bell  was 
answered  by  a  dirty,  slipshod  girl,  with  an 
expression  of  the  utmost  vacancy  on  her 
ill-favoured  countenance ;  and  on  my  repeat- 
ing my  inquiries  for  Mrs.  Matson  in  rising 
tones  of  passion  and  impatience,  she  at  last 
vouchsafed  to  reply  with  a  broad  giin, 
'  Ain't  here.'  '  Is  she  gone  ?  '  I  resumed,  in 
a  milder  tone.  The  answer  came  with 
another  and  still  more  frightful  contortion  of 
her  besmeared  features  : — *  She  be  gun  fur 
good  fi'om  these  parts.*  Concluding  in  my 
own  mind  that  the  girl  was  a  downright 
idiot,  and  consequently  there  would  be  no 
sati section  to  be  obtained  from  her  replies, 
I  turned  on  my  heel  and  walked  back  to  my 
rooms 

CHAPTER  VII. 

PEEPLEXITIES. 

*  Qh,  that  some  kindly,  skill'd,  and  welcome  hand, 
Some  fairj'  power,  or  great  magician's  wand, 
Would  tlus  most  complex  Gordiau  knot  untie. 
And  bid  mistrust  and  fell  suspicion  fly.* 

I  COULD  not  go  again  to  Mr.  Davenport's 
until  my  doubts  were  dispellt^d,  and  my 
harassing  suspicions  set  at  rest ;  therefore  I 
dined   at   my    own    home,   and   spent    th« 
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ensuing  hours  in  wild  conjecture  and  useless 
surmises.  But  my  meditations  and  reflec- 
tions resulted  in  one  fixed  idea ; — to  pene- 
trate this  mystery  clearly  and  satis&ctorily, 
before  I  made  Emily  Davenport  my  wife. 
Accordingly  I  wrote  to  Edward  Allan,  telling 
him  all  my  difficulties,  and  begging  his  aid. 
My  letter  written  and  despatched,  my  mind 
became  somewhat  easier ;  but  soon  arose  the 
thought,  how  was  I  to  avoid  Emily's  pre- 
sence until  I  received  Edward^s  answer, 
without  exciting  the  suspicions  of  the 
family,  and  probably  ruining  all  chance  of 
eventually  calling  Emily  mine,  when  this 
torturing  secret  should  be  discovered. 

'  Yes,  I  will  feign  illness,'  said  I  to  myself; 
'  write  a  note  to  Kensington,  saying  that  I 
am  confined  to  my  bed  with  a  severe  influ- 
enza which  will  prevent  my  leaving  the  house 
for  two  or  three  days.* 

The  messenger  I  had  sent  with  my  letter 
returned  shortly,  bearing  the  sweetest  and 
most  loving  of  all  deGcate  rose-coloured 
notes  from  Emily,  regretting,  deploring  my 
illness  in  fond,  affectionate  terms,  and 
beseeching  me  to  take  the  greatest  care  of 
my  precious  self.  Its  perusal  stung  me 
with  the  deepest  remorse:  I  repi'oached 
myself  bitterly  for  daring  for  one  second  to 
suspect  my  modest,  pure  Emily ;  in  thought 
even,  to  have  conceived  her  capable  of 
anything  wrong.  No !  it  was  impossible  : 
I  would  and  could  not  believe  it ;  and  once 
more  Pandora's  last  and  best  gift  to  mankind 
visited  with  its  cheering,  brightening  rays 
my  clouded  and  darkened  spirit.  I  would 
thrust  the  idea  of  my  betrothed's  being 
associated  with  the  smallest  sin  from  me  as 
it  were  a  poisonous  reptile;  but  then  the 
tempter  came  again,  bringing  the  recollec- 
tions of  insignificant  trifles,  and  confirmatory 
proofs ;  forging  a  long  and  subtle  chain  of 
evidence,  wild,  vague,  opposed  to  the  dictated 
of  reason  and  probability ;  bat  which  found 
a  ready  entrance  into  a  mind  tossed  and 
buffetted  by  the  winds  of  dread,  distrust, 
and  suspicion.  Long  I  struggled  against 
the  demon,  which,  like  the  vulture  of 
Prometheus,  preyed  upon  my  very  vitals. 
To  lose  Emily  for  ever  was  a  thought  too 
terrible  to  cherish  for  one  moment ;  and  I 
was  in  a  fever  of  impatience  and  anxiety  for 


Edward  Allan's  answer.  On  the  second 
morning  after  the  despatch  of  my  letter  to 
him,  I  received  a  brief  but  poHte  note  from 
his  sister,  informing  me  that  her  brother 
had  been  for  some  days  confined  to  his  bed 
with  a  serious  and  dangerous  illness :  be  had 
begged  to  have  my  letter  read  to  him,  and 
had  fainted  immediately  afterwards.  The 
subject,  of  course,  since  then  had  never  been 
alluded  to  by  anyone,  as  the  least  mention 
of  my  name  seemed  to  throw  him  into  a 
state  of  distress  and  agitation  highly  inju- 
rious in  his  precarious  condition. 

I  threw  down  this  letter  with  the  most 
cold-hearted  and  selfish  disgust  and  annoy- 
ance ;  for  how  was  I  now  to  attain  my 
cheiished  wish  ?  I  did  not  know,  till  the 
disappointment  came,  how  much  I  had 
counted  upon  Allan^s  answer ;  what  com- 
plete satisfaction  I  had  expected  it  to  yield ; 
what  cruel  doubts,  what  wretched  suspicions 
I  had  hoped  it  would  solve.  But  suspense 
was  a  thousand  times  worse  than  almost 
any  certainty ;  I  must  move,  I  must  act  in 
some  way ;  I  could  not  remain  passive ;  and 
my  thoughts  reverted  again  to  my  former 
landlady  ;  I  would  search  her  out ;  she,  more 
than  all  others,  I  believed  would  most  likely 
be  able  to  help  me  in  this  dreadful  strait. 

I  was  not  long  in  again  reaching  Mrs. 
Matson^s  late  abode.  The  door  was  answered 
as  before  by  my  former  dirty  and  idiotic 
acquaintance.  On  my  inquiring  who  hved 
in  the  house  at  present,  she  replied  Mrith  the 
old  vacant  stare,  'My  missus.*  This  reply 
was,  to  say  the  least,  rather  ambiguous ;  bat 
controlling  my  temper  and  impatience  as 
best  I  could,  I  requested  to  be  conducted  to 
the  presence  of  her  'missus.*  The  girl 
hesitated,  stared,  and  finally  muttered, '  Am't 
hup  yet.*  Nothing  daunted  by  this  fresh 
difficulty,  I  demanded  admittance,  and  was 
led  along  a  cold,  narrow  passage  perfumed 
with  the  scent  of  onions  and  every  other 
savoury  flavour  to  which  culinary  performers 
are  supposed  to  be  attached.  I  was  then 
shown  into  a  small,  close  parlour,  gaudily 
and  showily  frimished.  After  the  lapse  of 
half  an  hour  my  solitude  was  relieved  by  the 
entrance  of  a  tall,  coarse-featured  woman, 
with  hair  guiltless  of  comb  and  brush,  and 
face  innocent  of  the  cleansing  properties  of 
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soap  and  water.  She  received  me  with 
obsequious  civilitj,  and  Tannted  the  rooms 
and  accommodation ;  assuring  me  that  I 
should  not  find  such  clean  (?)  and  com- 
fortable apartments  in  the  whole  of  London. 
As  it  was  impossible  to  check  the  flow  of  her 
Tolubility,  I  remained  dumb  until  the  poor 
woman  paused  perfectly  breathless,  and  then 
I  told  her,  in  mild  and  insinuating  terms 
(for  I  have  an  intense  fear  and  horror  of 
viragos,  and  the  Zantippe-like  propensities 
of  this  lady  were  evident),  that  my  object  in 
seeking  her  house  was  not  to  obtain  lodgings, 
but  information  as  to  the  whereabouts  of 
its  former  occupant,  Mrs.  Matson.  The 
woman's  tone  of  cringing  servility  soon 
changed  to  one  of  suppressed  insolence ;  and 
telling  me  that  she  believed  *  the  female  * — 
with  a  particular  stress  on  this  unpleasant 
word — whom  I  wished  to  see  had  gone  to 
live  at  Aylesbury  in  Buckinghamshire,  the 
virago  waved  one  of  her  great  flat  hands ; 
which  taking  as  a  signal  for  my  dismissal,  I 
quitted  the  room  and  the  house,  and  hastily 
calling  a  cab,  bade  the  driver  convey  me  to 
the  Euston  Square  Station.  I  was  fortunate 
in  finding  a  train  just  about  to  start  for 
Aylesbury.  Duly  we  arrived  at  our  des- 
tination; and  rejecting  all  off*ers  of  fly  or 
omnibus,  I  walked  on,  revolvinjif  in  my  mind 
the  difficulties  and  obstacles  that  lay  in  my 
path.  It  was  no  easy  task  that  I  was 
undertaking ;  I  did  not  know  in  what  direc- 
tion to  pursue  my  inquiries  ;  but  suddenly  I 
thought  of  the  post-office,  and  made  my  way 
thither. 

(To  he  cmitlnned), 

SKETCHES  OF  THE   LESS-KNOWN 
STAMP  COUNTRIES. 

BY     C.     W.     VINER,     A.M.,     PH.D. 

IV.— THE  DANUBIAN   PRINCIPALITIEa 

HOLDAVU  AND  WALLACHIA. 

After  the  decease  of  Radu 
or  Rodolph  IV.,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Sublime  Porte 
exercised  considerably  more 
than  a  nominal  domination 
over  Wal  lachia .  By  the  treaty 
of  1460,  besides  arrogating 
for  itself  the  privilege  of  recognition,  Turkey 


claimeJ  that  of  confirmation,  after  the  usual 
election  of  the  voivodes  by  the  boyards.  But 
at  the  period  which  our  sketch  has  nowreached 
(the  early  half  of  the  sixteenth  century)  the 
Ottoman  ambition  was  not  satisfied  with 
this  negative  power,  and  took  upon  itself  the 
rights  both  of  nomination  and  deposition. 
In  1541  we  find  Rodolph  VIII.  dethroned 
and  exiled  into  Egypt;  soon  after,  Peter  II. 
was  banished  to  Asia;  and  again,  Mihnes  IT. 
to  Tripoli.  In  fact,  the  nominally  indepen- 
dent princes  of  Wallachia  were  really 
governors  liable  to  be  dispossessed  at  the 
will  of  their  capricious  and  arbitrary  masters. 

A  gradual  increase  of  annual  tribute  was 
the  natural  consequence  of  this  exertion  of 
Turkish  rule.  In  1524  Rodolph  VII.  hatl 
raiped  it  to  14,000  ducats ;  the  5,000  more 
added  by  Peter  II.  did  not  avail,  as  wo  have 
seen,  to  secure  his  principality ;  Peter  III. 
promised  to  pay  80,000,  and  actually  laid 
down  a  quarter  of  the  sum  on  nomination  ; 
in  1591  Stephen  the  Deaf  allowed  a  further 
augmentation.  Not  content  with  the  peace- 
able levy  of  this  large  tribute,  Alexander  III. 
imported  Mussulman  tax-gatherers  into  the 
unhappy  country  under  his  quasi  sovereignty, 
who  are  reported  to  have  abused  their 
authority  to  the  utmost,  and  to  have  com- 
mitted the  most  frightful  atrocities  under 
the  cloak  of  a  rig^d  performance  of  their 
duty. 

In  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  wo 
see  the  Ottomans,  in  the  reign  of  the  ninth 
Rod(  Iph,  garrisoning  Giurgevo  and  other 
towns  with  their  own  troops,  as  though  tho 
country  were  theirs  by  right  cf  conquest. 
In  effect,  the  voivodes  themselves  were  tho 
mere  creatures  of  their  savage  protectars,  and 
obsequiously  fought  under  the  banner  of  tho 
infidel  crescent  against  the:r  kindred  wor- 
shippers of  the  cross ;  and  tho  Roumaniaji 
troops  are  said  to  have  burnt  more  than 
three  hundred  Christian  villages ! 

Throughout  the  century  under  survey  a 
continual  struggle  was  taking  place  fcetwem 
the  nobles  and  their  princes ;  the  latter 
employing  every  means,  fair  or  foul,  to 
repress  the  power  and  lessen  the  privileges  of 
the  former.  The  wildest  sensation  romances 
would  fail  in  portraying  from  fancy  the 
realities   of  those   terrible   times.      One   bf 
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these  exquisite  specimens  of  human  nature, 
with  the  assistance  of  three  hundred  Turkish 
npahis,  during  the  ceremony  of  his  installa- 
tion, at  a  given  signal,  massacred  a  large 
number  of  the  assembled  boyards.  The 
boastful  epithet  of  Mihnes  the  Wicked  reads 
thus : — 

*  Of  robbers  and  thieves  my  dominions  I  purge, 
Wielding  the  sabre  of  "  Mihnes  the  Scourge."  * 

In  1532  Ventila  I.,  chancing  one  day  to  be 
out  stag  hunting,  took  it  into  his  head  to 
fire  at  some  of  his  nobles,  instead  of  follow- 
ing the  ostensible  object  of  sport :  some  of 
them,  however,  bolder  than  the  rest,  turned 
the  tables  by  attacking  the  tyrant,  killing, 
and  throwing  him  into  the  water.  They 
then  elected  Rodolph  VIII.,  whose  election, 
as  we  have  remarked  above,  not  pleasing 
the  Turkish  sultan,  he  was  deposed  and 
exiled. 

One  other  instance  of  princely  cruelty  and 
treachery  will  suffice.  Mirza  III.  put  to 
death  some  of  his  principal  officers  of  state 
during  the  very  week  of  his  accession:  num- 
bers of  others  escaped  only  by  flight,  and 
organised  a  rebellion  in  Transylvania,  but 
were  conquered,  and  their  leaders  slain. 
Not  long  after,  Mirza  proclaimed  a  general 
anmesty,  authorising  the  return  of  the 
emigrants.  Many  w-ere  simple  enough  to 
trust  their  enemy,  and  re-sought  their  own 
firesides.  They  soon,  however,  paid  with 
their  lives  for  the  ill-judged  confidence,  being 
massacred  openly  at  the  first  public  convo- 
cation of  the  nobility.  The  few  that  escaped 
took  reftige  in  Turkey ;  but  the  sultan,  with 
cruel  fellow  feehng  for  his  vassal,  had  them 
sewed  up  in  sacks  and  thrown  into  the 
BosphoruR.  The  two  sons  of  this  tyrant, 
who  successively  enjoyed  the  sovereignty, 
and  all  his  successors,  till  the  reign  of 
!Michael  the  Brave,  with  the  exception  of 
Peter  I.,  were  merciless  persecutors  and 
assassins  of  their  own  nobility.  One  of 
these  cruel  rulers,  sti*ange  to  say,  was  pos- 
sessed of  considerable  literary  abilities,  being 
an  accomplished  poet,  and  able  to  speak 
twelve  languages.  He  had  been  educated 
in  France;  had  adopted  the  manners  and 
tongue  of  that  country;  and  owing  to  his 
intimacy  with  the  Chevalier  de  Germiny, 
ambassador  from  Henry  III.  to  the  Porte, 


that  nobleman  successfully  exerted  his  court 
influence  to  get  his  friend  appointed  voivode 
of  Wallachia.  He  was  styled  *  Peter  of  the 
Earring,'  from  his  habit  of  wearing  such  an 
ornament  in  one  ear.  This  custom  may 
pos.sibly  be  peculiar  to  that  country,  as  we 
remember  seeing  a  gentleman  from  thence, 
one  of  whose  ears  only  appeared  to  have 
been  bored. 

We  must  now  for  a  while  take  up  the 
dropped   thread   of  the  Moldavian  annals. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  same  century, 
Bogdan,  son  and  successor  of  Stephen  the 
Great,  obedient  to  his  dying  fiither's  pohcy, 
sent  presents  and  ambassadors  to  the  sultan. 
The  latter  were  received  with  distinction; 
the  former,  artfully  returned.     Alarmed  at 
the   increasing  power  of  the   Ottomans  in 
Wallachia,  the  Moldavians,  under  Stephen  V., 
again  renewed  their  homage,  and  were  again 
courteously  recognised  by  the  crafty  sultan. 
Some  years  after,  while  the  Grand  Seignor 
Soliman  was  besieging  Vienna,  the  Molda- 
vians formally   offered   to  place  themselves 
under  the    protectorate   of   the    Turks  on 
certain  conditions ;  comprising  an  alliance, 
offensive  and  defensive ;  freedom  of  election 
to   the  voivodeship ;  a  voluntary  annual  tri- 
bute; and  some  minor  stipulations.     These 
conditions    the    sultan    accepted  ;    but    by 
gradual  encroachment,  in  less  than   half  a 
century,    the  subjection    of    Moldavia    was 
little,   if   any,   less   stringent  than  that  of 
Wallachia.      Little  did  Stephen   the   Great 
expect   such  a  result   from   his   apparently 
prudent  advice ;  and  little  could  he  foresee 
that  the  race  of  the  Bogdanides,  extinct  bo 
early  as  in  the  peraon  of  his  grandson,  would 
yet  survive  the  independence  of  Moldavia. 

During  these  occurrences  the  current  of 
home  events  ran  but  little  more  smoothly 
than  among  the  neigbouring  Wallachians. 
Bogdan  was  assassinated ;  his  own  wife 
poisoned  Stephen  VI.  ;  and  the  reigning 
dynasty  had  then  prematurely  ceased,  but  a 
son  of  the  Gi-eat  Stephen  was  found  in  a 
humble  walk  of  life,  and  recognised  by  the 
impression  of  his  father's  seal  on  the  sole 
of  one  of  his  feet !  a  usage  then  habitual 
among  the  noble  families  of  those  parts, 
when  the  heirs  of  rich  inheritances  were 
liable  to  be  carried  away  as  slaves  by  the 
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Tnrks,  or  stolen  by  the  gypsies.     This  was 
Peter  Rares,  the  idol  of  the  people,  but  the 
terror  of  the  nobles ;  once  driven  by  them 
from  the  throne,   but  afterwards  received 
with  slavish  submission,  the  head  of  his  rival 
and  predecessor  being  sent  him  as  a  present. 
His  race  in  the  male  line  terminated  with 
the  assassination  of  his  second  son,  a  snper- 
Btitions  bat  debauched  prince ;  whose  sister 
Roxandra    was     chosen,   from    motives    of 
policy,  as  bride  by  Lepnchnano,  elected  next 
to  the  princedom,  and  who  adopted  her  name 
under  the   form   of  Alexander.     His  reign 
was  such  as  we  have  described  that  of  Vlad 
the  Devil.     '  In  all  Moldavia,*  says  a  chroni- 
cler, '  was  nothing  seen  or  heard  bat  blood, 
tears,   misery,    curses,    and   despair :   men 
stretched   along    the    public  roads,   asking 
alms,  without  hands  to  hold  out,  or  feet  to 
stand  on :  women  and  children,  noseless  and 
eyeless,   swelled  the    wretchedness    of   the 
groups.* 

This  despot  was  attacked,  vanquished,  and 
exiled  by  an  adventurer  named  John  Basil, 
who  boasted  of  being  a  relative  of  the  prin- 
cess, and  who  organised  a  rebellion  against 
Alexander,  assisted  by  two  thousand  Poles. 
He  was  of  a  literary  turn  of  mind  ;  being 
fond   of  surrounding   himself  with  learned 

S'ofessors  invited  from  Poland  or  Germany, 
e  founded  the  university  and  library  of 
Cotnar.  This  did  not  suit  the  taste  of  the 
mde  and  uneducated  boyards,  who  inciting 
^e  populace  to  a  revolt,  they  set  upon 
him  in  his  palace ;  when  John  calmly  seated 
himself  on  his  throne  in  courtly  array,  and  fell 
unresisting,  pierced  by  a  thousand  daggers. 

The  return  of  Alexander  sufficiently 
avenged  the  death  of  his  predecessor.  On 
one  or  other  pretext  he  decimated  the 
nobility,  pillaged  their  estates,  and  exiled 
them  without  mercy.  One  Sunday,  af^er 
church,  he  invited  the  chief  of  the  remaining 
aristocracy  to  a  magnificent  banquet.  They 
all  arrived,  except  two  youths,  Stroica  and 
Spancioc,  who  cut  across  the  Dniester  in 
double  quick  time.  The  repast  was  sump- 
tuous; salvos  of  artillery,  military  bands, 
heralded  every  toast.  The  tyrant  seemed 
actually  to  be  unbending,  when  a  slight 
incident  aroused  his  tiger  nature.  At  a 
given  signal  the  whole  of  the  company  were 


massacred  by  his  guards,  and  seven  and 
forty  heads  were  rolling  in  streams  of  gore. 
Mococ,  the  confidant  and  sharer  in  the 
cruelties  of  his  sovereign,  was  the  only  noble 
whose  life  was  spared ;  and  the  worthy  pair 
were  congratulating  each  other  on  the  suc- 
cess of  their  diabolical  treachery,  when  the 
multitude  who  had  been  thronging  round 
the  palace  gates,  staring  with  envious  eyes 
at  the  soldiers  eating  and  drinking  in  the 
courtyard,  and  listening  to  the  exciting 
music  welling  through  the  open  windows, 
had  now  become  ntartled  by  the  sudden 
change  from  joyous  hilarity  to  the  clash  of 
arms,  shrieks,  and  groans,  followed  by  the 
dread  silence  of  death.  Comprehending  at 
length  the  state  of  affairs,  they  were  pre* 
paring  to  burst  the  gates,  with  loud  clamours 
for  the  head  of  Mococ.  '  Do  you  hear  ?  * 
said  the  voivode  to  his  minister:  *What 
shall  I  say  ?  What  must  be  done  ?  *  *  Exter- 
minate the  scum,*  replies  Mococ.  *  That 
would  be  a  pity,*  rejoins  Alexander,  *  for  the 
sake  of  a  single  individual.  Let  me  con- 
sider.* Then  taming  to  his  guards,  he 
ordered  them  to  turn  him  out  amongst  the 
people,  by  whom  he  was  torn  to  pieces  in  a 
brief  space  of  time. 

At  last  the  tyrant*s  end  approached.  In 
pusillanimous  terror  he  assembled  the  arch- 
bishop and.  clergy ;  vowed  a  pilgrimage  of 
penitence  should  he  recover;  and  begged 
the  priests,  if  they  saw  death  imminent,  to 
shave  his  head  and  clothe  him  in  a  monk*s 
frock.  Some  hours  after  he  was  obeyed ; 
but  reviving  for  awhile,  and  perceiving  the 
state  he  was  in,  he  flew  into  a  violent 
passion,  and  threatened  the  priests  with 
every  vengeance  on  recovery.  At  this 
moment  Stroica  and  Spancioc,  the  two  noble 
youths  who  had  escaped  carnage  by  timely 
flight,  entered  the  room  with  a  bowl  of 
poison,  and  ordered  Roxandra  herself  to 
administer  it.  *  God  will  pardon  you,'  said 
the  archbishop  to  her.  She  held  the  potion 
to  the  dying  man's  lips,  but  he  would  not 
swallow  it ;  when  the  avengers  pulling  her 
aside,  Stroica  forced  open  their  enemy's 
teeth  with  his  poniard,  while  Spancioc 
poured  the  liquor  down  his  throat.  He  died, 
as  became  his  life,  in  rage  and  despair ; 
*  while  he  lived,'  says  Thuanus,  '  an  object  of 
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horror  to  his  own  subjects/  His  death  took 
place  in  1567 ;  and  the  state  of  the  country 
under  his  successors  was  not  a  whit  more 
enviable :  for  an  old  chiH>nicler  writes  that 
'  The  Roumanians,  at  the  close  of  the  six- 
teenth century,  regretted  even  the  tyranny  of 
Vlad  the  Devil  and  Alexander  Lepuchnano.* 

Few,  if  any,  countries  have  lacked  some 
character  of  eminence,  bursting  forth  just  at 
the  moment  when  the  inhabitants  seemed  to 
have  reached  the  deeps  of  degradation : 

*  Some  bright  oasis  in  the  desert  road ; 

Some  eieam  of  sunlight  in  the  daricsome  glen ; 
Some  welcome  easer  of  the  grievous  load, 
Shows  gracious  haav'u  forgets  not  struggling  men.' 

Such  a  deliverer  was  Michael  the  Brave, 
Ban  of  Craiova,  who  revolted  against  Alex- 
ander II.  of  Wallachia,  but  was  captured 
and  condemned  to  death.  The  axe  of  the 
executioner,  raised  for  his  decapitation,  as  if 
by  fascination,  dropped  from  his  hand ;  the 
assembled  crowd  burst  into  shouts  of  joy ; 
and  the  voivode,  either  superstitiously 
imagining  a  miraculous  interposition,  or 
more  probably  fearing  to  exasperate  the 
populace  by  the  death  of  their  hero,  had  him 
set  at  liberty. ! 

Michael  prudently  retired  to  Constanti- 
nople ;  and  by  the  assistance  of  the  English 
ambassador  and  the  grand  vizier,  managed 
to  get  Alexander  deposed,  and  himself 
elected  in  his  room.  He  entered  the  prin- 
cipality at  the  head  of  two  thousand  spahis, 
under  the  auspices  of  that  Ottoman  power 
that  was  hereafter  to  prove  him  so  inveterate 
and  formidable  an  enemy  !  He  commenced 
tactics  by  cementing  an  alliance  with  Sigis- 
mund  Bathory,  prince  of  Transylvania; 
Aaron,  voivode  of  the  Moldavians;  and 
Rodolph  II.,  emperor  of  Germany ;  a  league 
which  the  Servians  and  Bulgarians  were 
glad  to  join.  The  notes  of  preparation 
sounded  on  both  banks  of  the  Danube.  On 
the  13th  of  November,  1594,  every  Mussul- 
man in  Bucharest  and  Jassi  was  massacred. 
More  than  two  thousand  Turks  perished  in 
this  species  of  Sicilian  Vespers.  At  this 
juncture  died  the  sultan  Amurath.  His 
successor,  Mahomet  IH.,  strenuously  set 
about  recovering  the  revolted  provinces, 
and  organised  so  powerful  a  force  that 
Michael  had  the  mortification  of  being  forced 


to  sign  the  treaty  of  Carlsburg,  transferring 
the  prot-ectorate  of  Wallachia  to  the  Hun- 
garians,  as   the   price   of    their    assistance 
against   the   Turks.      Before,   however,  re- 
ceiving the  promised  assistance,  he  had  the 
bravery  with   sixteen  thousand   troops  to 
attack  a  Turkish  army  under  the  conduct  of 
the  grand  vizier  Sinan.     He  rushed  into  the 
thickest  of  the  fight,  and  with  his  own  hands 
carried   off   the    sacred    standard.      Three 
thousand  of  the  enemy  lay  on  the  field  of 
battle,   which  was    left    in    the    power  of 
Michael. 

In  a  few  weeks  took  place  a  terriUe  con- 
flict near   Giurgevo,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Danube.      After   Tergovist  was    taken  by 
Sigismund,  the  grand  vizier  Sinan  thou^t 
b^  to  retire  across  the  Danube  with  what 
booly  he  already  possessed.     While  all  the 
spoil  was  laid  before  him,  and  his  ministers 
were   setting  apart  the    twentieth  of  the 
cattle,  prisoners,  <fec.,  for  his  high  mightiness, 
Michael  suddenly  attacked  his  rear  guard. 
Sinan  hurriedly  remitted  the  tribute,  and 
passed  over  the  bridge  in  a  very  undignified 
manner.     The  next  morning  the  bulk  of  his 
army  who  had  stood  ground  all  night,  seized 
with  panic,  took  flight  in  such  disorder  that 
they  were  wedged  together  on  the  bridge, 
and  fell  an   easy  prey  to  the  artillery  of 
Michael,   which   overwhelmed   both    bridge 
and  fugitives  with  its  thunders.     *  The  water 
swallowed  what  the  cannon  spared.'      Thou- 
sands   of   Turks    were    engolphed    in  the 
stream ;  and  the  terrible  bands  of  marauders 
that  had  been  for  two  centuries  and  a  half 
the  scourge  of  Hungary  and  Germany  were 
almost  annihilated. 

Sigismund  returned  to  Transylvania, 
leaving  the  completion  of  the  campaign  to 
the  voi\rode  Michael,  now  his  vassaL  To 
the  possession  of  Giurgevo  that  general  added 
Viddin  and  Nicopolis,  which  latter  town  was 
taken  by  the  bravery  of  one  Farcassu,  origi- 
nally a  village  priest,  afterwards  absolved 
from  his  vows,  and  become  a  brave  and 
successful  soldier.  The  late  troubles  had 
reduced  Wallachia  to  a  sad  state  of  distress. 
Their  lands  were  ravaged,  and  the  crops 
burnt ;  but  Michael  sent  for  provisions  and 
seeds  from  Transylvania,  and  the  country 
be jan  to  recover  itsel£ 
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The  calm,  though,  was  but  of  short  dura- 
tion.   The  Turks  were  not  at  all  inclined  to 
give  up  what  they  themselves  used  to  call 
*the   granary    of   Constantinople.'       They 
missed  the   tributary  oxen,   sheep,  cheese, 
batter,  and  honey :  and  the  sultan  swore  to 
be  avenged   for   the  defeat    of   his    prime 
minister.     He   thought  the   better  way  of 
acting  would  be  to  weaken  the  Roumanian 
alliance,  and  first  addressing  himself  to  the 
£mperor  Rodolph,   met  with  an  indignant 
repulse.     He  next  tried  to  tempt  Sigismund 
Bafchory  by   the   oflfer  of   the  province  of 
Wallachia  with  a  nominal  tribute ;  but  the 
noble  prince  sent  him  word  he  would  never 
desert  the   Chri^ians  for  the  sake  of  the 
Turks.     Where,  alas  !  he  ought  to  have  met 
with  a  still   more  stem   re^sal,   he  found 
better   success.       The    Wallachian    nobles, 
jealous  of  the  honours  withheld   by  their 
prince  from  any  but  those   of  true  merit, 
joined  wit^    the    worthless    Christian    (?) 
clergy,  to  assist  the  infidel  Turk  against  the 
regenerator   of  their  country!      But  their 
treason  was  discovered,  and  arrested  by  the 
well-merited  death  of  the  ringleaders ;  and 
Michael  in  two  engagements  again  routed 
the  Ottomans. 

Successes  and  reverses  followed  fest :  a 
ftitile  alliance  with  the  Khan  of  Tartary,  who 
proved  treacherous  ;  a  short  truce  with  the 
sultan ;  and  the  abdication  of  the  Prince  of 
Transylyania  in  favour  of  the  emperor,  which 
annihilated  the  voivode's  hopes  of  eventually 
obtaining  possession  of  that  princedom. 
Michael  thought  it  most  advisable  to  suc- 
cumb to  circumstances.  This  resolution 
eventuated  in  a  solemn  treaty  between  him 
and  Rodolph ;  the  former  acknowledging 
himself  vassal,  and  taking  oath  of  tidehty  in 
the  following  words,  which  deserve  record- 
ing as  a  specimen  of  the  forms  of  princely 
fealty  in  those  times : — 

'I,  Michael,  voivode  of  the  transalpine 
countries  of  the  kingdom  of  Hungary, 
counsellor  of  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesty, 
swear  by  the  Hving  God  the  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost,  and  by  the  very  sacred 
Trinity  in  one  single  God,  the  blessed  Virgin 
Mary,  mother  of  God,  all  the  saints,  and 
the  holy  Gospel  of  Christ,  to  be  from  this 
day,  for  myself  and  my  successors,  &ithful 


and  obedient  to  the  sacred  person  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  Romans,  King  of  Bohemia, 
Hungary,  <fcc. ;  to  be  the  friend  of  his 
Majesty's  friends,  and  the  enemy  of  his 
enemies ;  never  to  do  aught  against  him  or 
his  successors,  either  secretly  or  openly,  by 
action  or  advice  ;  never  to  reveal  any  of  his 
secrets  confided  to  me  by  letter  or  express ; 
to  give  him  good  and  prudent  counsel,  and 
to  warn  him  faithfrilly  against  any  snares  of 
his  enemies  falling  under  my  cognizance ; 
promising  on  my  own  part  to  sacrifice  life 
and  property  rather  than  take  part  in  their 
hostile  machinations.  So  help  me  the  Virgin 
Mary,  all  the  saints,  the  elected  of  God,  and 
the  Gospel  of  Christ.' 

This  treaty  of  Tergovist  was  calculated  to 
be  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  Walla- 
chians ;  admitting  them  to  the  privileges  of 
European  civilization  under  the  tutelary 
power  of  Germany.  It  is  alluded  to  by  a 
Moldo- Wallachian  historian  in  terms  of 
unquahfied  praise  so  lately  as  1887,  when 
the  Austrians  were  holding  occupation  of 
the  country  as  guarantee  against  the  invasion 
of  the  Russians,  who  have  ever  cast  longing 
eyes  upon  these  rich  Danubian  provinces. 

Michael,  strengthened  by  the  imperial 
alliance,  was  meditating  a  frirther  campaign 
against  the  Turks,  when  an  unexpected  event 
occurred  to  derange  his  plans.  Sigismund 
Bathory  had  scarcely  resigned  his  crown  ere 
he  regretted  and  resolved  to  recover  it.  His 
demand  of  assistance  much  embarrassed  the 
voivode,  who  neither  chose  to  break  the 
treaty  just  made  with  Rodolph,  nor  by  his 
refusal  to  throw  Sigismund  and  consequently 
Transylvania  into  the  arms  of  the  Turks. 
He  temporised  therefore,  and  conditionally 
promised  him  a  subsidy  of  three  thousand 
five  hundred  men. 

At  this  juncture  the  governor  of  Nicopolis 
and  the  pacha  of  Silistria  were  threatening 
to  cross  the  Danube.  Michael  sent  the 
Vomic  Demetrius  against  them  with  a 
formidable  convoy.  Twenty  thousand  Wal- 
lachians  concealed  in  waggons  covered  with 
red  cloth,  which  the  greedy  Turks  thought 
contained  the  expected  tribute,  being  allowed 
to  approach  within  the  intrenchments,  com- 
mitted terrible  havoc  among  the  dismayed 
invaders.       Michael   shortly   after  defeated 
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18,0(K)  of  their  troops,  and  carried  off  all 
their  baggai^e  and  artillery.  Again,  near 
Viddin,  ho  became  victor  in  a  murderous 
conflict,  but  narrowly  escaped  death  himself. 

Sigismund,  once  more  resigning  in  favour 
of  his  cousin  Andrew,  the  latter  was  pre- 
jMiring  to  side  with  the  Turks  against 
Michael,  who,  aware  of  the  defection,  begged 
assistance  from  the  emperor,  and  promised 
to  dethrone  Andrew,  provided  that  he  should 
be  ensured  feodal  possession  of  Transylvania. 
Rodolph  readily  agreed ;  and  our  hero  in  a 
few  weoks  took  Hermanstadt  after  a  bloody 
battle,  and  on  the  first  of  November,  1599, 
entered  Weissenburg  in  triumph,  mounted 
on  a  splendid  Turkish  charger,  and  glitter- 
ing with  gold  and  precious  stones.  Taking 
possession  of  the  palace  of  the  Transylvanian 
rulers,  the  head  of  the  fugitive  cardinal- 
l)nnce  Andrew  Bathory  was  brought  him 
by  Ordog,  the  chief  of  a  band  of  Saxon 
peasants.     *  They  who  love  the  treason  hate 

the  traitor :  *  Ordog's  reward  was death  ; 

and  Michael  assisted  personally  at  the  most 
pompous  obsequies  in  honour  of  his  now 
pow^erless  foe. 

Basta,  one  of  Rodolph's  generals,  then 
arrived  to  reclaim  Transylvania  for  his 
master.  Michael  — alas !  for  his  oath  of 
submission — declined  resigning  what  he  had 
purchased  with  so  much  blood,  and  sent 
back  word  that  if  the  emperor  disputed 
possession  with  him,  he  would  raise  as  many 
devils  as  Rodolph  could  find  men  to  match. 
He  next  took  arms  against  Jeremiah,  voivode 
of  Moldavia,  who  had  been  induced  to  declare 
hostilities,  routed  him  at  the  head  of  fifty 
thousand  men,  and  was  crowned  at  Jassy, 
as  Prince  of  Moldavia,  Wallachia,  and  Tran- 
sylvania. 

Now  sole  possessor  of  all  ancient  Dacia, 
he  was  too  powerftil  for  Rodolph  to  contest 
his  supremacy.  The  Sublime  Porte,  more- 
over, invested  him  with  the  standard,  sword, 
and  sceptre  of  jiuthority  ;  and  he  was  begin- 
ing  to  meditate  the  conquest  of  Hungary 
and  Poland,  in  both  which  countries  he 
counted  influential  alUes;  but  the  topmost 
rong  of  the  ladder  was  mounted ; — the 
summit  of  the  wheel  was  reached  ;  and  the 
general  coalition  of  all  his  antagonists 
became  too  powerful  for  resistance. 


The  Transylvanians  revolted;  the  Hun- 
garians, Germans,  and  Poles  invaded  wad 
took  possession  of  Moldavia;  a  battle  was 
fought  between  Michael  and  Basta  near  the 
village  of  Misiszlo,  which  resulted  in  the 
total  defeat  of  the  Wallachians.  The 
voivode,  not  yet  dispirited,  levied  a  few 
troops  and  marched  against  the  Poles,  but 
was  again  beaten,  and  in  a  third  conflict  his 
last  army  annihilated.  He  fled  for  refuge 
to  the  Carpathians.  At  the  head  of  a  few 
mountaineers,  the  still  undaunted  hero  des- 
cended from  his  retreat ;  but  once  more,  and 
for  the  last  time  conquered,  with  his  family 
he  repaired  to  Vienna,  and  threw  himself 
upon  the  generosity  of  the  emperor. 

Sigismund  Bathory  for  the  third  time  was 
elected   prince   of   Transylvania;    but   this 

Srocedure  displeasing  Rodolph,  he  sent  for 
[ichael  to  Prague,  where  his  noble  form 
and  manly  beauty  excited  the  admiration  of 
all  the  German  nobility.  The  emperor  gave 
him  a  hundred  thousand  dacatfi  and  the 
government  of  Transylvania,  to  which  he 
proceeded  with  his  former  rival  and  enemy 
Basta.  A  terrible  battle  resulted  in  the 
total  defeat  of  Sigismund.  This  was  the 
last  victory  of  Michael  the  Brave.  Jealous 
of  his  regained  power,  Basta  employed  some 
hundreds  of  Walloons  and  other  troops  to 
arrest  him  under  a  false  accusation  of 
treason.  Michael  would  not  surrender,  and 
was  assassinated. 

Thus  perished,  at  the  early  age  of  forty- 
three,  on  the  19th  of  August,  1601,  the 
greatest  and  bravest  of  the  Roumanian 
princes,  the  inveterate  scourge  of  the  Turks ; 
who,  had  he  lived  longer,  might  have  power- 
fully altered  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 
by  the  formation  of  a  kingdom  of  Dacia. 

(To  be  continued). 

NEWLY-ISSUED,  OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

To  counterbalance  the  partial  dearth  of  novel- 
ties last  month,  we  have  the  gratificatton  of 
introducing  several  candidates  for  admission 
into  the  stamp-collector's  album,  not  one  of 
which  has  a  chance  of  being  black-balled, 
besides  a  host  of  impostors,  of  which  more 
anon.     The  foremost  place  in  the  ranks  is 
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claimed  by  the  representative  of  the  coontry 

now   the  general   focoa   of  attraction    and 

theme  of  conversation,— Schleewig-Holstein. 

The  stamp  under  snrvey 

B    is  bat  a  poor  substitute  for 

■  theprovifiional  issue  of  iKol 
9  — qait«  a  unique  pattern. 
M    The    present    reminds    ua 

■  both  of  the  oldest  and 
y    actual  blues  of  Denmark. 

Lilie  the  foriner,  it  has  a 
white  circular  centre  containing  the  value, 
which  is  one  schilling  and  a  quarter  current ; 
bnt  the  rest  of  the  stamp  is  almost  identical 
with  the  latter ;  having  Past  above ;  value 
beucath  ;  F.  B.  M.  on  Uie  right ;  and  H.  B. 
Z,  Q.  L.  on  the  letY ;  post-horns  in  each 
corner.  We  do  not  comprehend  vby  the 
value  is  omrked  1^  tchilling  in  the  centre, 
and  4  S.  B.  M.  below.  The  colunr  is  bright 
blue  on  white  paper.  It  would  Beem,  from 
the  adoption  of  the  Danish  type,  that  the 
postal  aathoritiea  in  the  revolted  provinces 
at  least  have  Danish  procUvities,  or  they 
would  surely  have  re-issued  the  original  pro- 
visional stamps,  or  something  akin  to  them. 
Uoant  Browu'H  manual  gives  the  date  of  the 
issue  of  the  latter  as  1848 ;  bnt  Mods.  Berger 
Levrault  names  1851,  which  is  the  more 
p^obftble^  as  Denmark  itself  did  not  employ 
stamps  until  the  latter  date. 

A  representation  is  here    ^  ^ 

given  of  one  of  the  old  pro-     ■  ■ 

visional  Schleswig- Ho)  stein     I  I 

stamps,  of  which  there  were     I  I 

two  values, — the  blue  one     I  I 

schilling,  and  the  red  two     R  S 

scbilling.  ^  ^ 

An  engraving  is  subjoined  of  a  handsome 
envelope  stamp  of  one  of  the  private  offices 
of  New  York.      It  has   not  been   hitherto 
catalogued,    as     fax    as 
we  can  ascertain.     The 
stamp  is  oval,  containing 
embossed  eagle  in  centre, 
with  inecriptioD  around ; 
Boyd'e  Cil,/  Posl,  39,  Ful. 
ton  St.,  Comer  of  Pearl. 
There  are  two  precisely 
alike,  except  in  colour; 
one    being     white     em- 
bossed on  red;  the  other  is  buff  on  blue. 


loted,  and  may  perhaps 


The  values  are  not  t 
be  different. 

Next  comes  a  new  emission  of  Hamburg. 
Thia  time  the  local  government  favours  us 
with  a  l^itimate  representative.      The  de- 
sign of  the  stamp  is  a  variation  from,  but 
no  improvement  on,  the  well-known  series. 
The  background  is  nearly  filled  with  colour, 
in  tieu  of  being  white,  which  tends  to  con- 
fuse the  outline  of  the  castle;  and  the  value, 
\\,  disfigures  it  still  more. 
The  graceful  curves  of  the    I 
upper  and  lower  ecroUs  in    i 
the  pre-existing  series  give    B 
place   to  a  simple  crescent    ■ 
ab  ve,  and   straight  border    i 
below.     Each  apper  comer    I 
bears  a  cross.     The  colour    " 
is  mauve  on  white. 

A  new  value  for  Costa  Eica  came  over  by 
tbe  last  mail.  It  is  precisely  Uke  the  former 
stamps,  except,  of  coarse,  in  colour,  which  is 
bright  orange,  and  monetary  worth,  on  peso. 
Thum  and  Taxis  North  presents  us  with  a 
\  silborgroschen,  black  on  white ;  as  well  as 
the  long-anticipated  2  silbergroschen  blue, 
in  lieu  of  pink.  In  fbture  the  5  schilling  enve- 
lope of  Mecklenburg  is  to  be  brown,  not  blue ; 
and  doubtless  the  adhesive  will  follow  suit. 

An  engraving  of  one  of     _ 
the  stamps  of  the  Ionian     I 
Islands,  which  in  all  proba-     I 
bility  will  become  eventa-     I 
ally  one  of  the  'has  boons,'     I 
is  subjoined.     We  heard  a  ,  I 
juvenile  maniac  lamenting    I 
that  the  actual  and  probable 
decease  of  tbe  kings  of  Bavaria  and  Wurt«m- 
bai^  will  not  tend  to  increase  bis  numerical 
amount ;    tbe  arms   of  those  countries  not 
requiring  a  change,  as  would  be  the  case 
were  tbe  sovereigns'  beads  on  their  stamps. 

The  duffers  to  which  we  alluded  in  the 
beginning  of  tbis  article,  we  need  scarcely 
add,  emanate  from  Hamburg.  They  are  not 
professediy  intended  to  deceive ;  bnt  are 
published  by  Spiro  Brothers  as  imttations, 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  cannot  procure 
the  originals.  There  is  no  objection  to  this, 
in  the  same  way  as  connoisseurs  are  obliged 
to  content  themselves  with  copies  of  the  old 
masters  ;  but  unless  collectors  are  very  care- 
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fal,  they  will  be  liable  to  be  imposed  npon 
by  unprincipled  vendors,  who  will  avail 
themselves  of  these  counterfeits  to  foister 
upon  the  unwary.  We  would  suggest  to 
the  Messrs.  Spiro  that  they  ought,  for  the 
sake  of  clearing  themselves  from  any  sus- 
picion of  encouraging  roguery,  to  imprint 
their  name  on  the  back  of  every  specimen. 
We  see  the  large  Brazil  stamps  ligure  in  the 
list,  price  threepence  each  !  These  are  most 
prol^bly  the  imitations  alluded  to  by  an 
esteemed  correspondent  on  the  continent, 
whose  communication  we  print  elsewhere. 

We  are  just  in  time  to  describe  a  complete 
series  of  the  new  issue  of  Spanish  stamps,  of 
this  year's  date,  one  of  which  was  figured  in 
the  number  for  March.  They  are  no  im- 
provement on  the  preceding  series,  the 
colours  being  dull  and  the  engraving  poor. 
There  are  six,  as  before.  Two  cuartos, 
indigo  on  a  pale  lilac-tinted  paper  ;  4  c, 
previously  noted ;  12  c.,  green  on  dirty  flesh 
colour ;  19  c,  brownish  violet  on  dull  lilac ; 
1  real,  brown  on  dingy  red ;  and  2  r.,  blue, 
on  pale  dirty  violet. 

THE   PRESS   ON   THE   RETIREMENT 
OF  SIR  ROWLAND  HILL. 

The  bearer  of  a  great  and  honoured  name  is 
passing,  not  into  obscurity,  but  into  deserved 
repose.  There  was  a  Rowland  Hill  who 
used  to  draw  to  a  modest  meeting-house  all 
the  great  and  all  the  good  in  the  land,  and 
while  he  was  preaching  and  praying  another 
bearer  of  the  name  was  fighting  in  the 
Peninsula.  Then  there  came  a  third  Row- 
land Hill.  He  had  his  forerunner — ^the  mere 
shadow  of  the  coming  man — in  the  shape  of 
one  Robert  Wallace,  who  for  many  years 
plagued  all  his  iriends  and  acquaintances  in 
the  House  of  Commons  with  what  was  con- 
sidered an  absurd  plan  for  a  uniform  penny 
postage.  In  what  precise  relation  he  stood 
to  Rowland  Hill  we  know  not,  but  the  man 
of  one  idea  passed  away,  and  the  msax  who 
added  to  that  one  idea  a  few  others,  with 
ways  and  means  besides,  took  his  place,  and 
achieved  a  very  great  social  revolution,  as 
we  call  such  changes  in  these  days.  At  his 
beck  the  House  of  Commons  shut  its  eyes, 
and  adopted,  blindfold,  a  penny  postage — 
not  a  penny  postage  at  once ;  it  had  not  quite 


pluck  enough  for  that  ;    but  a  fourpennj 
postage  firsts  and  a  penny  postage  immedi- 
ately  afterwards.      Of  course,   there  were 
people  who  said  the  revenue  of  the  post- 
office  would  be  destroyed,  and  that  people 
could  not  or  would  not  write  more  letters, 
especially  when  they  had  to  prepay  them. 
Even  if  the  letters  multiplied,  the  penny 
would    never   pay    the   expenses.      It  was 
proved,  in  fiftct— -as  such  things  are  always 
proved — that  the  increased  expense  must  be 
in  the  smaller  ramifications  of  the  system, 
and  that  the  ramification  cost  more  than  a 
penny  a  letter.      However,  the  experiment 
was    tried.      But    before    we  ask    how  it 
answered,  we  must  follow  the  example  of  all 
historians,  who,  before  they  enter  upon  a 
period  of  change,  describe  the  previous  state 
of  things.    The  historian  of  the  Refbrmatiofi 
must  give  a  chapter  to  the  corruptions  of 
Popery,  and  the  historian  of  the  Reformed 
House  of  Commcms  must  describe  the  Rotten 
Boroughs.     In  this  instance  how  shall  we 
describe  the  previous  state  of  things  in  such 
a  way  as  to  move  the  hard  hearts  of  young 
gentlemen  and  ladies  just  beginning  to  care 
more  for  one  another  than  for  themselves, 
but  not  as  yet  caring  for  anything  else  in  the 
world  ?     Well,  in  those  days,  boys  and  girls, 
at  school  and  at  college,  or  at  home,  had 
nothing  to  do  with  postage.     The  servant 
paid  the  postman  at  the  door,  and  the  charge 
went  into  the  bill  or  the  house  book,  and  so 
accumulated  into  monthly,  or  quarterly,  or 
yearly    grumblings, — except,    indeed,    that 
sometimes  the  postmasters  had  detected,  or 
thought  they  had  detected,  that  a  letter  had 
an  enclosure,  in  which  case,  though  it  were 
the  merest  fragment — even  a  bit  of  silver 
paper,  or  a  rose  leaf,  or  a  butterfly's  wing — 
the  postage  was  doubled,  and  then  ensued 
an  energetic  remonstrance   with  the   post- 
master, backed  with   strong  language,  and 
sometimes  stronger  asseveration.    But  cxne  of 
the  first  trials  of  life  and  of  temper  in  those 
days  was  when  a  young  gentleman  or  young 
lady  of  limited  allowance  was  away  from 
home  on  a  visit.      Every  day  the  servant 
brought  in  eightpenny,  ninepenny,  tenpenny, 
one-and-eightpenny  letters,   to   be  paid   in 
ready  money.     K  a  lady  had  good  corres- 
pondents at  home,  several  schoolfellows  who 
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cared  for  her,  relations  and  people  whom  she 
bad  ktelj  seen,  or  was  likely  soon  to  see, 
she  might  easily  have  four  or  five  letters  a 
day.  Many  a  lady  will  remember  that  she 
would  have  to  pay  sometimes  8s.  6d.  for  one 
budget,  and  that  after  a  month  she  wonld 
have  to  write  home  for  another  £5  note  on 
account  of  her  letters  alone.  This  was  a 
serious  inroad  on  a  small  allowance.  It  was 
considered  no  small  addition  to  the  rank  and 
position  of  a  legislator  that  he  had  a  large 
allowance  for  what  was  supposed  to  be 
public  correspondence.  He  could  frank  as 
many  letters  as  he  was  likely  to  write  himself 
and,  if  he  did  not  write  many,  could  help  his 
friends.  A  frank  was  more  than  doubly 
vakable,  for  it  would  carry  a  large  extra 
weight,  and  was  a  delicate  way  of  saving 
postage  to  those  who  really  could  not  afford 
it  A  frank  among  the  letters  was  always 
an  agreeable  incident ;  it  saved  ^our  money  ; 
it  suggested  aristocratic  associations;  and, 
perhaps,  the  autograph  itself  was  interesting. 
There  were  good  creatures  who  sold  their 
day's  allowance  of  franks — the  many  said 
more  than  their  allowance — at  the  stationer's 
or  the  hair-dresser*s,  where  they  could  be 
bought  if  you  wanted  to  write  to  a  friend 
without  inflicting  a  heavy  postage.  Nobody 
prepaid  in  those  days  except  to  a  downright 
pauper. 

Thus  those  were  days  of  letters,  not  notes. 
Where  it  was  an  object  to  save  they  were 
written  on  foolscap  sheets,  in  the  finest  of 
bands,  crossed,  sometimes  comer- wise,  some- 
times in  red  ink.  All  the  margins,  and 
spaces,  and  turn-overs  were  stuffed  with  P.S. 
and  additions  by  other  hands,  for  a  letter 
was  often  a  joint-stock  undertaking.  A  wish 
to  give  the  most  for  ninepence  led  to  a 
diffuse,  circumstantial  style,  and  preposterous 
as  it  may  soem  in  these  days,  the  so-called 
letters  from  Moscow,  or  Munich,  or  Italy 
which  ccmstitute  the  form  of  some  volumes, 
but  occupy  severally  a  dozen  or  twenty 
pages,  are  no  exaggerations  of  the  letters 
which  any  post  might  bring  forty  years  ago. 
Young  ladies  sat  up  hours  after  midnight 
writing  letters  up  to  the  worth  of  their 
postage.  Almost  every  letter  was  liable  to 
the  r^undancies  of  style  and  of  matter  said 
to  distinguish  those  wno  speak  because  they 


have  to  say  something  from  those  who  speak 
because  they  have  something  to  say.  You 
could  not  ask  a  bare  question  or  give  a  bare 
answer  without  throwing  in  something  to 
compensate  for  the  fine  of  ninepence  you 
were  inflicting  on  your  friend.  People  who 
read  the  correspondence  of  the  last  century 
often  wonder  how  anybody  could  sit  down 
to  write  all  that  twaddle  and  gossip.  They 
forget  that  it  cost  money  as  well  as  time,  and 
had  to  be  made  money's  worth  in  quantity 
if  not  always  in  quality.  A  lord  or  an  M.P. 
might  ask  a  question,  or  announce  a  fact, 
bemuse  he  did  it  gratis,  but  an  unprivileged 
commoner  could  not  do  so  without  inflicting 
possibly  more  loss  than  the  question  was 
worth.  The  inmiense  descriptions  of  scenery, 
of  dress,  of  personal  peculiarities  and  house- 
hold arrangements,  and  other  infinite  details, 
if  they  do  not  date  from  the  days  of  ten- 
penny  letters,  certainly  received  from  them 
a  peculiar  dilatation.  We  will  leave  others 
to  describe  the  inconveniences  suffered  by 
the  poor,  who  were  oflten  positively  unable 
to  pay  a  letter  out  of  the  post-office,  though 
from  a  child  at  the  antipodes.  Let  others, 
too,  enlarge  on  the  ruinous  postage  of  mer- 
chants and  tradesmen,  and  the  shitls  to 
which  they  were  driven,  often  not  honest,  to 
give  trifling  matters  of  information  to  their 
numerous  correspondents  and  customers  at  a 
moderate  expense. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  before  the 
Penny  Postage.  To  Mr.  Rowland  Hill  we 
owe  the  adoption  of  the  idea,  its  success,  and 
its  practical  development.  Upon  the  simple 
foundation  of  the  Queen's  head — in  fact^  a 
paper  penny  affixed  to  the  letter — has  been 
built  a  Postal  Reform,  which  vies  with  any 
other  reform  in  this  reforming  age.  The 
new  facilities  engrafr^d  on  this  simple  stem 
are  like  the  gigantic  branches  of  a  king  of 
the  forest,  each  itself  a  tree.  The  several 
features  of  this  wide-spreading  and  still 
growing  change  are  enumerated  in  a  paper 
before  us  with  terse  and  simple  brevity. 
They  are  the  Penny  Postage  throughout  the 
British  Isles ;  the  proportionately  cheap  rate 
of  postage  to  all  foreign  countries,  our 
colonies  and  our  dependencies;  the  charge 
by  weight;  the  almost  universal  resort  to 
prepayment ;  simplicity  of  numagement  and 
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accounts ;  the  book-post,  now  a  most  multi- 
farious and  ubiquitous  affair ;  cheaper  regis- 
tration of  letters;  cheaper  money  orders; 
more  frequent  and  rapid  communications 
wherever  at  all  possible ;  a  vastly  wider  rural 
distribution  ;  very  many  more  free  deliveries ; 
postal  treaties  with  foreigners ;  sorting  of 
letters  in  transitu;  prompter  despatch  and 
delivery ;  the  division  of  the  metropolis  into 
ten  postal  districts,  and  the  great  acceler- 
ation of  the  deliveries ;  and,  lastly,  a  great 
improvement  in  the  pay,  the  condition,  and 
the  prospects  of  the  servants  of  the  post- 
office.  Now,  of  course,  so  much  could  not 
have  been  done  without  railways,  but  it  was 
Mr.  Rowland  Hill  who,  before  the  London 
and  Birmingham  line  was  finished,  saw  what 
railways  ought  to  do  for  us,  and  how  such 
improvements  could  be  made  good  servants 
instecMl  of  bad  masters.  The  results  are  well 
known;  the  revenue  has  more  than  recovered 
itself,  though  the  post  is  the  least  of  our 
business  expenses,  and  the  cheapest  of  our 
luxuries ;  more  than  sixteen  millions  sterling 
pass  yearly  through  the  money-order  office ; 
that  old  sin  of  contraband  letter-carrying, 
into  which  the  best  people  were  often 
tempted,  is  now  obsolete;  a  savings-bank 
has  been  engrafted  on  the  post-office — the 
harbinger,  Mr.  Rowland  Hill  believes,  of 
many  other  useftil  measures;  and  England 
has  the  gratification  of  having  set  an  example 
which  the  whole  civilized  world  has  spon- 
taneously and  cheerfoUy  followed.  It  would 
be  difficult  to  name  so  great  a  work  so 
quietly  and  thoroughly  done.  It  has  not 
been  without  immense  labour  of  thought  and 
trial  of  patience ;  and  Mr.  Hill  pays  a  warm 
and  generous  tribute  to  the  many  public 
servants  by  whom  he  has  been  assisted,  and 
without  whom  he  could  not  have  achieved 
his  Herculean  task.  Both  he  and  they  have 
deserved  well  of  their  country,  and  every 
time  we  receive  a  budget  of  letters,  not  over 
voluminous,  and  not  compelling  us  to  dive 
into  our  pocket  for  so  much  as  one  penny, 
we  of  this  generation,  at  least,  are  bound  to 
remember  that  we  owe  it  to  a  man  who  had 
the  eyes  to  see  an  inmiense  opening  for 
improvement  when  others  could  not  see  it, 
and  the  confidence  in  himself  and  his  country 
to  be  certain  that  it  had  only  to  be  attempted 


and  would  soon  be  done,  with  a  good  many 
other  improvements  in  its  train. — The  Timet, 

It  is  with  keen  regret  we  learn  that  the 
stat«  of  his  health  and  the  advice  of  his 
physicians  have  obliged  Sir  Rowland  HiU  to 
resign  the  secretaryship  of  the  General 
Post-office,  and  to  retire  from  the  public 
service,  if  not  in  a  critical  or  dangerous  con- 
dition, at  all  events  a  worn-out  and  exhausted 
man,  still  retaining,  indeed,  all  the  inclina- 
tion and  intellectual  capacity  to  be  useful, 
but  with  a  shattered  nervous  system — the 
consequence  of  long  and  unsparing  work, 
which  has  established  in  his  case  also  that 
discordance  between  mind  and  body  under 
which  too  many  of  the  best  servimts  of  the 
public  break  down. 

To  compliment  Sir  Rowland  Hill  on  his 
retirement  from  a  career  of  benefit  to  his 
country,  and,  through  England,  to  the  world, 
is  superfluous,  when  every  postman's  ring, 
answered  by  finding  letters,  journals,  pam- 
phlets, patterns,  Ac.,  in  our  door-receiver, 
associates,  and  will  keep  associated,  his  name 
with  one  of  the  constant  comforts  and  con- 
veniences of  life.  We  do  but  anticipate  the 
public  regret  at  losing  a  servant  who  united 
the  capacity  of  devising  the  largest  plans  of 
improvement  with  the  ability  of  carrying  out 
their  smallest  and  nicest  details ;  whose 
desire  for,  and  study  of  ftirther  amendment 
was  continuous  and  incessant ;  who  allowed 
no  personal  mortification  or  disappointment, 
no  ungracious  criticism  or  jealous  obstruo- 
tiveness,  to  impede  his  course;  who  regarded 
difficulties  only  as  something  to  be  overccnne, 
and  who  bequeaths  to  his  successors  ample 
and  well  prepared  materials  for  acquiring 
distinction  and  doing  the  country  fiirther 
service.  Calm,  self-reliant,  inde&tigable, 
resolved,  Sir  Rowland  Hill  went  on,  until 
nature  and  strength  would  no  longer  respond 
to  his  efforts.  Six  months  ago  the  Gx>vem- 
ment  suggested  a  period  of  repose,  trusting 
again  to  have  the  continued  benefit  of  his 
exertions  ;  but  repose  has  not  brought  back 
the  wonted  vigour,  and  Sir  Rowland,  feeling 
that  his  time  for  work  was  over,  has  con- 
scientiously accepted  the  warning,  and,  with- 
out reference  to  pecuniary  interest,  has 
retired,  leaving  a  name  identified  with  ever* 
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present  fiimiliar  benefits,  and  claims  on  the 
nation  which  it  is  for  the  public,  in  its  own 
interests,  to  enforce. 

The  great  and  good  works  accomplished 
in  the  postal  department  of  the  state  by  Sir 
Rowland  Hill  will  well  bear  comparison  with 
the  result  of  any  other  public  servant's  career, 
md  for  them  the  nation,  as  it  hopes  to  be 
well  and  faithfully  served,  has  on  his  retire- 
ment to  thank  their  author,  and  to  take  care 
that  its  gratitude  is  not  recorded  in  mere 
words. — Daily  News, 

With  these  memorials  of  his  triumphs  before 
him — with  the  consciousness  of  having  given 
the  best  years  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  a 
public  wnich,  though  by  no  means  too  cog- 
nisant of  his  deserts,  would  gladly  have  done 
more  for  its  benefietctor  had  there  been  a  pre- 
cedent for  such  an  official  sentence  as  Detur 
digniori — and  with  the  gratitude  and  respect 
of  his  countrymen — Sir  Rowland  Hill  resigns 
his  office  and  retires  into  private  life.  Though 
this  step  will  come  unexpectedly  upon  tibe 
public,  we  must  confess  that  we  have  for 
some  time  been  prepared  for  it,  and  rather 
wondered  that  it  haa  not  come  sooner.  The 
public  will  miss  from  the  department  the 
individual  to  whom  it  really  owes  the  post- 
office  as  we  now  know  it ;  and  the  commu- 
nity, therefore,  will  watch  with  jealousy  to 
ascertain  how  much  it  is  to  lose  by  the 
chimge.  The  next  occupant  of  the  vacancy 
will  have  to  face  serious  difficulties,  not  the 
least  being  the  severe  standard  by  which  he 
will  be  judged  ;  hence  poHcy  will  dictate 
more  than  ordinary  care  in  selecting  the 
successor,  not  merely  that  he  may  fulfil  the 
duti^  without  reproach,  but  that  the  mis- 
trust out  of  doors  may  as  much  as  possible 
be  disarmed  by  the  choice  itself.  It  may, 
indeed,  be  an  ulterior  question  how  far  the 
services  of  the  late  secretary  may  be  rendered 
still  available,  for  it  is  manifest  that  that  is 
an  advantage  which  might  be  secured  in 
vuious  ways.  But  whatever  may  happen  to 
the  public  weal,  there  is  one  point  on  which 
most  persons  will  just  now  feel  a  deeper 
interest,  and  that  is  the  welfare  of  Sir  Row- 
land Hill  himself,  personally  and  individually. 
It  is  always  hard  to  part  with  an  old  friend ; 
bat  when  that  friend  has  been  so  signal  a 


benefactor — when  the  warmth  of  gratitude 
is  Hterally  deepened  by  'a  lively  sense  of 
future  favours,*  cut  short  by  the  unpleasant 
word,  farewell — the  regret  is  all  the  more 
keen  and  painful  ;  and  we  can  only  hope 
that  by  his  retirement  Sir  Rowland  will  gain, 
in  rest  and  happiness,  a  tithe  as  much  as  his 
country  will  lose. — Daily  Tdeg^raph, 

In  a  minute  dated  11th  of  March,  the  Lords 
of  the  Treasury,  after  recapitulating  the  long 
and  useful  services  of  Sir  Rowland  Hill, 
award  him,  in  Hen  of  the  usual  retiring 
allowance,  his  full  salary  of  £2000  per 
annum  for  life. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  PORTRAIT  OX  THE  MEXICAN  STAMP. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *■  Stamp-Collectob'r  Maoazinb.' 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  the  question  of  one  of  your 
corrcHpondenta,  I  be^  to  inform  you  that  the  portrait  on 
the  Mexican  stamp  is  the  'head  of  C' irate  Hidalgo,  who 
raised  the  first  cry  of  Mexican  independence,  on  the  16th 
of  September,  1810,  in  the  village  of  Dolores,  near 
Guanaxuato,' — so  I  am  informed  by  my  Mend,  Mr. 
Glennie,  the  British  consul  in  Mexico. 

Tours  truly, 

Britith  Mueeum.  1.  fe.  GRAY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collbctor's  Maoazinb.' 

Sib, — I  have  just  been  informed  that  some  po«t-marked 
counterfeits  of  the  large  series  of  Brazilians  are  in  circula- 
tion. They  are  easily  recognised  on  observing  that  the 
lines  forming  the  framework  of  the  stamp,  which  in  the 
ori^als  are  yerv  fine,  are  rather  coarse  in  the  forgeries, 
which  is  also  tne  case  throughout  the  pattern.  In  a 
word,  once  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  false,  the  first 
glance  of  the  eye  will  readily  detect  its  variation  from  the 
real. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

France,  B. 


HOW  TO  PREVENT  THE  SALE  OF  FORGED 

STAMPS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collectob's  Maoazinb.' 

Sib, — ^I  have  been  a  collector  of  something  all  my  days — 
and  I  am  not  a  very  young  man — and  am  now  collecting 
postage  stamps.  To  my  regret,  and  I  fear  sometimes 
damage,  forgeries  have  al>ounaed  of  whatever  I  did  collect 
— ^yes,  even  of  sheUs,  by  filing,  &c.  Now  it  has  occurred 
to  me  that  the  sale,  therefore  Uie  production,  of  forgeries 
of  postage  stamps  might  be  much  stayed  by  collectors 
purchasing  only  on  warranty ;  since  if  a  forgery  was  sold 
warranted  genuine  the  seller  might  be  punished  for 
obtaining  money  under  false  pretences.  Thus  collectors 
may  secure  themselves ;  therefore  of  such  as  decline  to  do 
so,  I  say  they  are  rightly  served  if  imposed  on.  Perhaps 
you  wiU  give  a  place  to  this  in  your  number  for  April. 

'Truly  yours, 

Dcugloi,  I$l4  of  Man,  A  SUBSCRIBER. 
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T»  the  Eddorofthe  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.* 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  call  the  attention  of  your  readers 
to  a  piece  of  impertinence  on  the  part  of  two  dealers  ? 
One  at  Brighton  sold  a  false  2-cuartos  Spain,  bear  on 
tree,  to  a  collector  there,  telling  him  that  I  had  pro- 
nounced it  *  the  only  genuine  specimen  I  had  ever  seen/ 
This  is  a  most  impudent  falsehood :  I  had  never  pro- 
nounced any  opinion  on  the  stamp.  Another  dealer  said 
that  I  had  pronounced  an  undoubtedly  genuine  §-tor. 
Naplescrossto  be  a  forgery.  This  also  was  an  invention. 
I  am  thankful  to  say  that  I  do  happen  to  know  most 
forgeries  when  I  see  them ;  and  am  not  likelv  to  make 
such  assertions  as  those  which  have  been  ascribed  to  me 
by  these  individuals. 

Yours  faithfully, 

EDWARD  L.  PEMBERTON. 

EdghMton. 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Dear  Sir, — As  the  quantity  of  different  issues  of  the 
Hamburg  Boten  stamps  seems  to  cause  surprise  in  England, 
I  hope  the  followimg  explanation  will  be  of  use  to  some 
of  the  readers  of  your  highly-prized  magazine. 

The  Hamburg  private  post  stamps  are  all  issued  by  the 
same  company  ;  Hamer,  Scheerenoeck,  Lafrenz,  Krantz 
are  names  of  the  merchants  forming  this  company.  Most 
of  these  stamps  are  not  used  for  paying  lettere,  and  it  is  a 
well-grounded  suspicion  to  believe  that  a  great  part  or  all 
of  tiiem  are  a  speculation  on  stamp  collecting.  I  believe 
the  same  thing  has  also  been  mentioned  of  other  private 
stamps. 

The  following  is  an  exact  list  of  all  Hamburg  Boten 
stamps  issued  up  to  the  present  day. 

1.  Inscription,  C.  Hamer  and  Co.^  with  number  in  the 
centre :  i  schilling  :  in  eight  colours,  viz.,  yellow, 
pink,  lignt  gray,  dark  green,  light  green,  light 
brown,  dark  brown,  blue.  Envelopes  (round),  k 
schilling,  red  on  yellow  and  on  wnite  paper ;  | 
schilling,  pink  on  yellow  and  on  white  paper. 

2.  Inscription,  H,  Scheerenbeek :  arms  :  value  not 
mentioned :  ten  colours,  viz.,  red,  pink,  blue,  light 
green,  brown,  orange,  violet,  dark  green,  mauve, 
vellow. 

3.  oame  inscription :  postman :  value^not  mentioned  : 
same  ten  colours  as  the  preceding. 

4.  Inscription,  6  Vereiniqte  Corporationen  Hamburger 
Boten^  H.  Scheerenoeck:  number  in  the  centre: 
4  schilling,  in  the  same  ten  colours  as  No.  2  and 
No.  3 ;  1  schilling  also  in  the  same  ten  colours. 

6.  Inscription,  Th.  Lafrenz :  \  schilling,  red,  brown, 
yellow,  pink,  black,  blue,  green,  violet,  orange, 

6.  fiiscription,  Hamburg^  IF.  Krantz :  postman  :  | 
schilling,  in  eleven  colours,  viz.,  pink,  violet,  red, 
blue,  green,  orange,  yellow,  light  brown,  dark 
brown,  purple,  buff:  1  schilling,  coloured  print, 
the  same  eleven  colours ;  and  black  print  five 
colours,  red,  blue,  green,  jrellow,  brown ;  2  schil- 
lings, coloured  print,  in  eight  colours  the  same  as 
those  of  C.  Hamer  &  Co. 

7.  Inscription,  Hamonia^  W.  Krantz  :  goddess  of 
liberty :  ^old  print  on  coloured  paper,  ten  colours ; 
silver  print  on  coloured  paper,  ten  colours ;  1 
schilling,  silver  print,  ten  colours ;  gold  print,  ten 
colours. 

The  Hamburg  Boten  stamps  sold  under  the  name  of 
*  Marz  Verein '  are  forgeries,  as  such  stamps  were  never 
issued. 

Truly  yours, 

Darmetadt,  F.  L. 


7b  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoahse.' 

Dear  Sir, — Having  read  in  your  paper  Fentonii's 
questions  about  some  Oerman  stamps,  I  will  try  and  give 
as  plain  an  explanation  as  possible. 

i)er  gute  groaehen  or  ein  gufer  groeehen^  nominttive ; 
den  gut  en  or  einen  guten  groeehen,  accusative,  is  an  <4d 
coin  still,  but  very  seldom  used.  Ein  gutgreeehen  or 
eitien  gttfgroaehen  are  contractions.  If  you  read  the 
accusative  form  on  the  stamp,  the  words  *  this  stamp  is 
worth '  are  implied  to  account  for  the  case.  In  twenty  « 
thirty  years*  time  there  will  be  no  more  of  this  coin  found 
in  Germany,  except  in  numismatic  collections. 

Brunswick  still  emploj*s  this  value  on  one  stamp,  worth 
^  gutegroschen,  but  tiie  Hanoverian  have  been  kog 
disused. 

Twenty-four  gutgroschen  are  equal  to  thirtv  silber- 
groschen  or  neugroschen,  which  latter  are  identical 
Saxony  adopts  the  latter  appellation,  but  in  PnMsia, 
Gotha,  Weimar,  Oldenburg,  Brunswick,  Hanover,  Ham- 
burg, &c.,  they  are  called  silbergroschen ;  of  which  thirty 
are  equivalent  to  a  thaler,  or  three  shillings  English.  In 
common  parlance  they  are  simply  termeid  groschen,  u 
printed  on  the  Oldenburg  stamps. 

In  that  C3untrv,  in  Prussia,  and  wherever  the  emissioM 
of  Thum  and  Taxis  are  used,  the  groschen  contains 
twelve  pfennige;  but  in  Saxony,  Hanover,  and  Bruns- 
wick, it  is  ten  pfennige :  you  see  from  this  tJiat  a  pfennig 
of  Hanover  is  worth  more  than  one  of  Prussia. 

In  Bavaria,  Baden,  Wurteraburg,  Frankfort,  Cohnrg, 
&c.,  the  kreuzer  contains  four  pfennige ;  but  you  will  we 
that  a  Coburg  pfennig  is  quite  different  from  a  Prussian 
or  Hanoverian,  there  being  three  hundred  and  sixtv  of 
the  former,  three  hundred  of  the  latter,  and  about  four 
hundred  and  twenty  Bavarian  in  three  shillings  English. 

It  is  much  regretted  in  Germany  that  there  is  no 
universal  coinage ;  a  commission,  however,  is  in  contem- 
plation or  action  to  make  propositionB  for  an  unilbrm 
rate  of  money,  weights,  and  measures. 

As  for  the  Bremen  two  grote  stamps  thev  are  used  solely 
for  the  town  of  Bremen.*  The  letters  L.  H.  P,  A.  on  the 
Bergedorf  stamps  mean,  ^Lubeck,  Hambnix,  I^o*t  Amt;' 
those  stamps  freeing  to  Lubeck  and  Hamburg  only.  It 
is  to  be  concluded  that  letters  sent  from  B^*gedorf  to 
other  countries  are  first  sent  to  Hamburg,  where  there  are 
post  offices  for  most  foreign  parts,  as  I  have  never  seen  or 
neard  of  a  letter  with  the  Bergedorf  stampa  on  it  sent 
elsewhere  than  to  its  guardian  towns. 

A  new  Thum  and  Taxis  \  silbeigroechen,  black  on 
white,  will  soon  be  issued,  and  the  expected  2  s.  Use  is 
out  at  last.  The  6  sch.  Meckl  nburg  envelope  will  no 
longer  be  blue,  but  brown.  I  can  get  no  information 
about  the  Bavarian  envelopes. 

Hoping  these  remarks  will  interest  your  readers, 

I  remain,  vours  truly, 

Coburg.  HERMANN*  EBERHARD. 

♦  [We  beg  here  to  repeat  we  had  and  still  po!«c«i  a 
letter  ftt>m  Bremen  with  eight  of  these  stamps  on  it,  sent 
to  ourselves  in  London  frx>m  that  town. — £o.] 


To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Mag-izine.* 

Dear  Sir, — You  have  so  often  accused  me  of  being 
anti-credulous,  that  I  feci  it  is  due  to  you  to  arkiiowU»d*;o 
one  instance  in  which  I  have  been  mistaken  in  my  %newM. 
I  allude  to  the  double  Geneva  10  c.  cantonal  and  Ljcal. 
I  have  received  proof  sufficient,  even  for  wy  unbelief,  that 
this  stamp  has  existed.  I  C4in  fancy  you  chuckling  over 
this,  after  my  denunciations  of  the  stamp;  but  pk(i«e 
notice  I  say,  has  existed :  after  conceding  to  its  autben- 
ticit}- 1  moke  another  stand,  and  am  of  opinion  that  tfat-rc 
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if  not  a  well-authenticated  speoinien  in  any  English 
collection, — I  almost  think,  in  any  collection.  In  sup- 
port of  this  idea,  I  would  draw  an  analogy  between  this 
stamp  and  the  essays  1843  of  Zurich.  The  facts  con- 
nected with  the  finding  of  these  latter  are  doubtless  well 
known  to  many  of  your  readeri ;  but  I  must  just  mention 
them  all,  or  I  cannot  make  out  a  *  case/  'ilie  few  coUec- 
tore  there  were  in  Switzerland  five  or  six  years  a^  had 
t '  tradition '  of  stamps  for  Ziirich  previous  to  the  issue  of 
1850,  but  nothing  more  was  known  about  them  until  (I 
believe  in  1860)  Lewes  communicated  the  idea  to  the 
Zurich  postmaster  through  a  Mend  resident  there.  The 
posbnaster  had  no  knowledge  of  any  such  stamps,  but 
jmrnised  to  institute  a  search.  This,  after  the  lapse  of 
time,  resulted  in  the  recovery  of  two  single  roecimens,  of 
the  values  of  4  and  6  rappen  respectively,  'jhese  speci- 
mens passed  into  Lewes'  hands,  with  the  assurance  from 
the  postaiaster  that  they  had  never  been  issued  for  use, 
but  were  essays  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word.  As 
Lewet  did  not  accept  essays  for  his  own  collection,  he 
ptrted  with  these  two  specimens  to  a  distinguished  London 
amateur.  There  is  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  but  these 
individuals  are  uni<^ue.  The  sensation  these  1843  essavs 
caosed  in  Zurich  itself  was  very  great:  half  the  old 
lettm  in  the  town  were  ransacked  in  the  hope  of  finding 
ipedmens, — vainly,  as  they  were  essays.  It  was  soon 
after  Uie  resuscitation  of  these  two  copies,  that  Lewes 
heard  to  his  surprise  that  they  had  become  quite  common 
in  Ziirich !  The  inquiries  for  them  had  been  so  numerous, 
that  the  fertile  genius  of  one  dealer  (I  know  him,  and 
fear  others  do  to  their  cost)  had  hit  upon  the  expedient  of 
making  them ;  but  not  knowing  the  exact  design  of  the 
Rsl  thmga,  had  imitated  the  issue  of  1850,  adding  the 
date  1843  in  tibe  comers.  The  real  stamps  do  not  resem- 
ble the  iKue  of  1850  at  all. 

To  recapitulate,  there  was  a  'tradition'  of  the  1843 
Zitriefa,  but  it  was  only  by  the  merest  chance  that  it  was 
proved  true,  and  that  proof  only  by  unique  specimens.  I 
u^  upon  the  Geneva  as  an  analogous  case,  as  far  as  the 
truth  of  the  touUtion  goes ;  but  proof  positive  from  an 
authentic  specimen  is  wanting,  as  far  as  I  know.  The 
forgeries  of  the  double  Geneva  appeared  about  the  same 
time  as  those  of  the  1843  Ziirich,  which  makes  me  think 
that  the  foiger,  whilst  employed  on  the  Ziirich  fh>m  his 
own  ideas,  proceeded  to  make  the  double  Geneva  from 
the  same  fertile  source.  The  forged  double  Geneva  may 
therefore  no  more  resemble  the  real  stamp,  than,  the 
fofved  1843  agrees  with  the  two  unique  specimens. 

I  think  that  if  I  am  anti-credulous,  you  are  on  the  other 
band  too  credulous.  With  me,  it  is  scarcely  likely  that  I 
fibould  be  otherwise  than  unbelieving,  knowing  so  much 
ai  I  do  of  tiie  different  impositious  practised  in  stamp 
dealing;  and  beuig  so  conversant  ^ith  the  different 
dod^  resorted  to  by  those  who  have  their  manufactures 
to  dispose  of.  As  a  natural  consequence  of  this  lack  of 
creduuty,  I  seldom  believe  everything  that  I  hear,  or  that 
i«  told  me,  unless  there  are  very  good  and  sufficient  rea- 
nos  f<n-  so  doing.  As  an  instance  of  our  difference  of 
opinicoi.  I  would  mention  the  Prince  Consort  Es^aya  (I 
^  call  them  so).  Tou,  I  believe,  look  upon  these  as 
bona-fide  essays;  I  don't.*  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
utouMt  that  can  be  said  for  them  is,  that  they  are  speci- 
■Mna  of  engraving,  prepared  by  some  one  proposing  to 
^ernment  to  make  tnc  postage  labels  at  a  less  price 
than  was  being  paid  for  them ;  the  head  of  the  Prince 
^^oiuort  being  used  by  the  engraver,  when  preparing  a 
"*Bple  of  adheffive  labels  to  ^ow  to  those  in  power. 
That  they  were  made  as  early  as  1840  I  do  not  credit  for 
a  moDunit ;  ^ey  seem  to  me  quite  new  and  fresh,  as  if 
t«rt  latily  finished. 


Fentonia,  in  a  recent  letter  to  you,  seemed  to  have 
become  involved  in  the  mysteries  of  Mount  Brown's 
money  table.  I  have  studiedfit,  and  can  therefore  feel  for 
him.  As  for  the  12|  c.  blue  Canada,  I  still  consider  it  a 
*  fancy  article'  (and  so  too  does  Lewes),  and  never  have 
thougnt  it  otherwise.  I  mnst  sa)r  a  few  words  about 
these  blue  stamps.  It  is  most  curious  that  of  all  these 
dubious  stamps  in  blue,  there  are  recognised  types  in 
green.  As  long  as  it  is  so  simple  a  matter  for  any  muff 
to  make  the  green  types  blue,  I  shall  obstinately  refuse 
to  believe  in  them  until  something  more  than  the  fact  of 
their  being  blue  is  adduced.  Take  12^  o.  Canada,  Hano- 
ver 1  g.  gr.,  United  States  10  c,  New  Brunswick  5  c.  ;— 
all  these  ore  found  in  blue,  in  addition  to  the  regular 
types  in  green.  I  do  not  think  that  the  authorities 
would  have  chosen  the  jieculiarly  washed-out  shades  of 
blue  in  the  above  vaneties;  or  have  issued  another 
blue  stamp  at  the  same  time  as  the  17  c.  Canada,  I-IO 
Hanover,  1  c.  United  States,  and  12|  c.  New  Brunswick. 
I  am  surprised  any  one  should  believe  in  them.  The 
blue  g.  gr.  is  the  most  important  of  these  blue  stamps. 
It  is  found  in  two  shades,  a  light  and  a  dark  blue,  both 
of  which  are  enumerated  by  Bellars  and  Davie:  other 
catalogues  mention  but  one  Rliade,  and  it  is  the  dark  blue 
stamp  which  is  meant.  The  least  those  can  do  who 
believe  in  the  blue  g.  gr.,  is  to  acknowledge  both  vari- 
eties. I  am,  and  always  have  been,  sceptical  about  this 
stamp.  I  acknowledge  neither  of  the  shades.  You 
acknowled^^e  the  dark  blue  (you  believe  in  Brown,  so  I 
suppose  it  18  the  dork  one  you  take),  but  then  what  do 
you  do  with  the  lighter  vonety  ?  Do  you  dispose  of  that 
OS  a  chemically-changed  stamp }  If  so,  why  is  not  the 
dark  one  the  same  ?  I  know  that  when  the  Swiss  admi- 
nistration first  thought  of  adopting  one  uniform  tj'pe  for 
all  the  cantons,  they  sent  to  many  of  the  countries  then 
using  stamps,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  sets  qf  their 
stamps,  ana,  I  presume,  in  addition,  in  order  to  obtain 
information  and  ideas.  In  the  Hanoverian  set  there  is 
the  usual  green  g.  gr.,  but  not  the  ghost  of  a  blue  one. 
This  set  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  Swiss  collector,  in 
whose  possession  the  stamps  were  seen  by  my  friend 
Lewes,  when  he  was  a  resident  in  that  country.      Moens 

fives  the  date  of  issue  of  the  blue  stamp  as  Nov.  30, 
850 :  that  is  not  at  all  conclusive  to  my  mind,  seeing 
that  he  gives  the  Tuscany  at  Dec.,  1859,  when,  to  my 
certain  knowledge,  they  were  in  use  in  July,  1856. 

I  fear  you  will  not  be  able  to  spare  me  more  room  in 
this  number,  so  I  will  write  you  further  next  month. 

Yours  faithfully, 
EdgboMton,  EDWAUD  L.  PEMBERTON. 

CoxuNDBUM. — Why  is  a  sheet  of  perforated  postage 
stamps  like  distant  relations.^  Because  they  arc  but 
slightly  connected. 

A   110>VLAND  AND  AN  OLIVER. — Should   Rowloud   Hill 

have  a  statue?  Certainly,  if  Oliver  Cromwell  should. 
For  cue  is  celebrated  for  cutting  off  the  head  of  a  bad 
king,  and  the  other  for  sticking  on  the  head  of  a  good 
queen. — lunch. 


ANSWERS  Ta  CORRESPONDENTS. 

H.  B.,  Boehampton. — ^The  Kanton  Berne  stamp,  as  we 
have  once  previously  remarked,  haa  been,  by  mistake  or 
otherwise,  occasionally  used  on  letters. 

S.  8. — We  consider  the  fact  of  your  respective  corres- 
pondents in  Java  and  Dutch  Guiana  ignoring  Uie  stamps 
universally  accepted  as  appertaining  to  those  colonies,  no 
proof  of  tneir  fictitious  character.    We  have  frequently 
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noted  the  iimorance  of  our  own  postal  officials  with  regard 
to  the  English  envelopes;  that  of  the  French  on  their 
insufficient  postage  stamp;  and  other  similar  instances. 
The  individuals  purporting  to  come  from  Dutch  Guiana 
were  known  to  collectors  long  before  the  prevalence  of 
timbfomanie  tempted  the  exercise  of  forgery.  If  not  from 
Dutch  Guiana,  whence  come  they  ^  We  wish  some  of 
our  numerous  correspondents  would  afford  us  satisfactory 
information  on  both  these  stamps  and  those  of  Java. — 
There  were  probably  two  issues  of  the  former  series  of 
Lubecks,  which  would  account  for  the  discrepancy  in  size 
of  letters,  &c.  We  think  a  much  more  suspicious  circum- 
stance with  respect  to  those  sent  us  for  examination  is, 
their  being  postmarked,  and  nevertheless,  fh)m  their 
clean  appearance  and  other  facta,  having  apparently  never 
done  duty  on  letters.  They  may  possibly  be  the  re- 
mainders of  the  last  issue,  sold  to  dealers  cheap,  and 
marked,  so  as  not  to  be  employed  for  postalpurposes. 

J.  M.  C.  Harrow. — The  black  penny  Enghsh  stamp 
was  as  mucn  in  mourning  for  Queen  Anne,  as  the  first  one 
kreuzer  of  Bavaria  for  any  sovereign  of  that  country. 

J.  M.  S.,  Benley-on-Tnames.— Your  first  query  is  anti- 
cipated in  our  correspondence. — We  have  never  met  with 
forgeries  of  the  italic  issue  of  Brazil. — ^The  6  cents  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands  we  have  never  seen  on  pure  white,  but 
occasionally  on  an  exceedingly  pale  tint  of  bluish  paper. 
— The  peso  of  Buenos  Ay  res  is  worth  about  2Jd. — A 
centavo  is  worth  about  the  same  as  an  American  cent,  or 
English  halfpenny. — We  do  not  profess  to  be  experts  in 
handwriting. 

J.  B.,  West  Hartlepool. — ^Tour  stamps  fhmi  Belgium 
are  in  the  same  category-  as  those  on  our  own  newspapers, 
which  many  collectors  admit  into  their  albums. 

Miss  P.,  of  Norwich,  forwards  a  stamp  which  is  one  of 
the  Austrian  receipt  labels,  and  which,  with  its  numerous 
congeners,  seems  to  puzzle  a  good  many  collectors. 

W.  C.  A.,  Stoke  Newington. — Your  12J  o.  Canada 
stamps  arriving  on  letters  cannot  be  essays.  If  not  origi- 
nally printed  in  blue  they  must  have  faded,  we  are 
inclined  to  imagine,  through  the  agency  of  sun,  air,  or 
water. 

T.  Gatis. — ^Your  green  stamp  is  of  the  actual  issue  of 
Hanover,  and  superiiedes  the  pink  of  similar  device.  It 
was  fiiUy  noted  in  a  late  number  of  tliis  magazine. — The 
covers  for  binding  up  this  periodical  are  sold  only  as 
advertised. 

M.  J.  K.,  Baithby  Hall. — The  various  emblems  seen  on 
postage  stamps,  as  the  key  of  Bremen,  &o.,  indubitably 
form  part  of  the  armorial  insignia  of  their  respective 
countries.  Heraldic  works  must  be  consulted  for  infor- 
mation as  to  the  date  and  circumstances  of  their  adoption. 

R.  H.  0.,  Nottingham. — The  word  on  the  fUiman 
stamps  is  J^aneo. — There  is  a  diflference  between  the  repre- 
sentation on  the  4  cuartos  Spanish  of  the  present  year  and 
that  on  the  previous  issue,  besides  the  introduction  of  the 
date.—  Our  advertisemenU  are  a  reply  to  your  third 
query. 

J.  G.  P.,  Regent  Boad,  J©"^- — ^Your  *  Palestine  enve- 
lope stamp '  is  a  print  of  the  Temple  seal ;  bein^«  as  you 
may  see,  me  arms  of  the  Templars—a  lamb  bearing  a  flag 
and  cross,  and  the  legend,  *  Templi  $iffiilum.* 

HoBATiA. — ^The  date  of  issue  of  the  red  half  anna  of 
India  was  probably  coeval  with  the  earliest  issue  of  that 
country  in  1864. — We  consider  the  album  of  Mons. 
Moens,  of  Brussels,  the  most  complete  of  its  kind,  and 
infinitely  superior  to  that  of  Lallier.  No  album  published 
with  places  assigned  for  every  known  stamp  can  possibly 
bo  pmectly  correct  for  many  weeks,  the  various  altera- 
tions in  colour  and  novel  emanations  being  so  incessantly 
on  the  increase. — Irreq)ective  of  the  stamps  of  private 


firms,  a  collection  of  a  thousand  individuals  might  be 
pronounced  a  good  one. 

Ignoramus,  Guildford.— Your  Romagna  and  Modena 
stamps  are  unquestionably  forgeries,  but  worth  the  price 
you  bou^t  them  at  as  specimens  of  human  impudence. 

E.  Arnold,  Calcutta. — In  answer  to  your  compliint 
respecting  the  non-sending  of  the  stamps  promised  to  be 
given  away  with  the  magazine,  we  must  refer  you  to  the 
notice  at  tne  end,  which  informs  subscribers  abroad  that 
**  the  British  postal  regulations  will  not  admit  of  any 
enclosure  being  sent  in  a  registered  publication  addreiied 
abroad." 

P.  N.  DB  S.,  St.  Edward's  College.— Your  stamp  ia  one 
of  the  series  lately  issued  by  the  Spanish  government  for 
official  letters  from  Madrid  to  the  colonies. 

R.  F.  WiLME,  Dublin.— The  stamps  of  North  and  South 
America  may  certainly  be  put  on  the  same  pa^  in  an 
album  ;  but  we  think  you  would  find  it  rather  mconTe- 
nient  to  carry  about,  as*  it  must  be  at  least  the  sin  of  <me 
of  the  double  doors  in  Russell  Square. — ^There  are  multi- 
farious brown  German  stamps,  we  cannot  possibly  tell 
which  you  mean ;  if  the  9  kreuzer  of  Thorn  and  Taxis,  it 
was  issued  in  1862. 

C.  B.,  Gloucester  — If  you  will  forward  your  laat  yeai^t 
numbers  of  the  Stamp  ColUetcr'a  Mm^azinej  with  2i.  6d.  m 
stamps,  to  the  office.  Queen-square  House,  Bath,  tiiey  will 
be  handsomely  bound  in  cloth,  and  returned  to  you  poet  free. 

F.  D.,  Tunbridge  Wells.— Thanks  for  the  Iriah  Petty 
Sessions  stamp.  It  has  no  business  in  a  postage-stamp 
album,  pace  Lallier. — The  other  stamp  is  one  of  the 
Hamburg  foi>^ries,  professedly  a  local  for  Berlin,  and  ii 
perfectly  worthless. 

Baton  Rouob,  Chesterton. — ^Your  2-kreuzer  Austrian, 
first  issue,  lake,  may  be  an  essay  or  a  forgery.  We  never 
heard  of  one  before.  Your  second  query  is  answered 
above  to  W.  C.  A. — ^We  have  seen  a  blue  10  c.  of  the 
former  but  not  of  the  later  issue  of  the  United  States.— 
We  have  never  heard  of  a  dos  reales  blue  Spain,  ISW- 
It  must  be  a  chemicaL — ^The  largest  collection  we  know 
of  contains,  inclusive  of  locals  and  essays,  about  2400 
specimens,  and  we  consider  it  well  nigh  complete.  It 
may  lack  perhaps  50  of  the  catalt^ed  stamps. 

St.  John. — Your  Connell's  head  is  merely  a  photofjraph. 
The  real  article  was  sold  the  other  day  Ibr  three  gninew. 

James  S.  M.  C. — You  are  right  and  Lallier  wroo;- 
There  are  two  castles  and  the  same  number  of  hom  on 
the  Spanish  of  1862.— Boyd's  1  cent  black  on  green  is  a 
late  issue. — ^The  third  stamp  yon  allude  to  is  now  disused. 
It  was  one  of  the  Italian  journal  stamps. 

D.  D.,  Weymouth. — We  shall  be  happy  to  reeeiTe 
what  you  promise.  We  do  not  disclaim  being  one  of  ihf 
*  montnly  tribe  *  ourselves,  and  merely  strive  to  stand  at 
the  heaa  of  them. 

C.  W.,  Sheffield.— The  local  Turkish  for  Omstantittople 
seems  as  vou  say  to  be  ran'ly  vended  here,  except  the 
lowest  vaxue  which  is  firequen'tly  met  with.  We  cannot 
tell  why. 

X.  J.  B. — You  are  quite  in  error  if  you  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  twenty  pounds  is  a  large  sum  for  a  coll«^ 
tion.  We  hear  tiliat  our  publishers,  Messrs.  Stafford 
Smith  &  Smith,  have  just  given  seventy  pounds  for  one. 

Tony. — We  thought  it  had  been  long  ago  an  acknow- 
IfHlged  fkct,  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  that  the 
English  penny  stamp  was  the  first  ever  iiwued.     Tour 

Siuery  perhaps  arises  from  the  fact  that  a  uniform  rate  of 
ourpence  was  set  on  letters  for  awhile  before  the  very 
peat  reduction  eventually  made. — We  have  befli 
informed  that  the  new  Italian  stamps  are  for  all  tht* 
dominions  of  King  Victor  Emanuel  in  Italy,  indodin; 
Naplei,  of  coune. 
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CHAPTER  Vni. 

THE   LAST   OUNCE. 

*  Much  the  burden'd  mind  will  bear, 
Gloomy  grief,  and  carking  care ; 
Till  the  final  stroke  is  given, 
And  the  bonds  of  reason  riven.' 

It  is  needless  to  recount  the  nnmerous- 
Mures,  the  sickenings,  the  vexations,  of 
that  long  summer's  day  ;  and  the  hopes 
which,  like  WiH-o'-the- Wisps,  lured  me  on, 
bat  only  to  fresh  delay  and  disappointment ; 
suffice  it  to  say  that  not  till  wearied,  dis- 
heartened, and  almost  sinking  with  despair, 
did  I  find  the  object  of  my  search,  in  an 
obscure  lodging  at  the  furthest  end  of  the 
town. 

Mrs.  Matson  received  me  with  the  greatest 
cordiality;  but  her  countenance  soon  fell 
when  she  learnt  the  object  of  my  visit,  and 
with  tears  and  sobs  she  assured  me  anew 
of  her  entire  innocence.  I  set  her  mind 
speedily  at  rest  on  that  score,  and  after 
much  circunilocution  I  drew  from  her  that  a 
gentleman,  bis  wife,  and  daughter  had  occu- 
pied rooms  in  her  house  at  the  same  time 
that  I  had.  Eagerly  did  I  ask  their  names, 
hot  Mrs.  Matson  had  forgotten :  she  thought 
ilie  young  lady  had  been  called  '  Miss  Emily,' 
bat  she  did  not  rightly  remember.  Here  at 
last  was  a  clue.  I  remembered  hearing 
Emily  say  one  day,  that  they  had  formerly 
Hved  in  some  quiet  lodgings  in  London, 
before  the  death  of  her  paternal  grandfather 
had  pnt  Mr.  Davenport  in  possession  of  his 
fine  fortune;  but  inwardly  anathematising 
old  Mrs.  Matson's  defective  memory,  which 
Med  to  supply  the  missing  link,  I  took  the 
first  train  for  London,  and  on  arriving  at 
my  rooms  I  found  a  letter  awaiting  me,  in  Mr. 
Davenport's  writing.  •  It  ran  as  follows : — 

*  Sir, — On  visiting  you  at  your  apartments 
this  morning,  I  was  informed  that  3'ou  had 
not  been  iD,  but  had  pursued  your  ordinary 
avocations  as  usuaL  Your  conduct  has  both 
surprised  and  deeply  grieved  me ;  and  unless 
yon  have  some  convincing  and  satis&ctory 
explanation  to  offer  for  your  extraordinary 
and,  allow  me  to  add,  ungentlemanly  con- 
duct, I  cannot  certainly  but  object  to  your 
proposed  union  with  my  daughter. 


'Awaiting  your  reply  with  much  im- 
patience and  anxiety, 

*  Believe  me.  Sir,  yours  feithfuUy, 

'James  Davenport. 

*  To  WilHam  Sotherby,  Esq.' 

The  note  fell  from  my  hands.  Its  cold, 
formal  tone  struck  a  death-blow  to  my 
heart ;  for  how  could  I  explain  all  the  past 
without  still  further  incurring  Mr.  Daven- 
port's displeasure,  and  drawing  down  upon 
myself  his  just  anger  and  indignation  ? 
Would  he  not  deeply  resent  any  aspersions 
upon  his  daughter's  truth  and  honour  ? 
Could  I  tell  him,  the  fond  and  admii-ing 
father,  that  I  believed  his  only  child  capable 

of ?     No  !     I  could  not  pronounce  that 

word  in  connexion  with  Emily  even  to  myself. 

Staggered,  crushed,  and  bewildered  by 
the  new  dread  that  had  come  upon  me,  I 
sank  helpless  into  a  chair.  I  had  never 
dreamed  of  the  matter  being  taken  out  of 
my  hands ;  I  had  felt  free  to  reject  or  take 
Emily  as  my  own  arbitrary  and  sultanic 
inclination  prompted ;  and  now  my  will  and 
desires  were  not  consulted  ;  Emily  would  be 
lost  unless  I  complied  with  certain  con- 
ditions impossible  for  me  to  fulfil ;  and  my 
heart  sank  with  a  cold,  leaden  weight  of 
despair.  My  life  seemed  suddenly  overcast 
with  a  thick,  dark  cloud  of  mystery  and 
sorrow,  never  to  be  dissipated  for  all  the 
long,  dreary  blank  of  years  to  come.  But 
the  effort  must  be  made ;  with  my  own  hand 
must  I  sign  the  sentence  of  banishment  from 
all  I  held  dear  in  this  world !  My  love  fjr 
Emily  Davenport  was  not  overwhelmed  m 
the  cruel  storms  of  fear  and  doubt  which 
had  penetrated  inta  its  very  stronghold,  but 
only  loosened  at  brief  intervals  from  its  firm 
moorings  of  trust  and  allegiance. 

My  letter  to  Mr.  Davenport  was  short  and 
constrained.  I  told  him  that  the  idea  of 
losing  Emily  for  ever  was  distracting  and 
intolerable  to  me,  but  that  unfortunately  it 
was  beyond  my  power  to  explain  what  I 
readily  understood  had  seemed  so  reprehen- 
sible and  extraordinary  in  my  conduct.  I 
much  regretted  the  breach  that  must  take 
place  between  us,  but  begged  to  say  that 
it  was  totally  unavoidable ;  and  thus  this 
epistle — so  ill-expressive  of  the  grief  and 
remorse  that  were  devouring  me — concluded. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

BtlWILDERMENT. 

*"Whati8itf"   "Howcomesit?"    «  What  can  it  be  ? " 
Short-nghted  mortal !  wait,  and  you'll  see. 
Could  we  but  know  what  the  future  may  bring, 
How  many  a  mourner  would  cheerfuHy  sing  I 

I  HAVE  no  distinct  recollection  of  the  hours 
and  weeks  that  ensued  after  this  fatal  day. 
I  must  have  had  brain  fever;  for  when  I 
awoke  to  consciousness,  some  couple  of 
months  after,  I  was  too  feeble  either  to  move 
or  speak.  The  flow  of  life  in  me  was  too 
weak  and  faint  for  any  active  sensation;  I 
only  felt  alive  to  a  vague  craving  after 
eternal  rest  and  peace  ;  but  this  was  denied 
me,  for  owing  to  mj  kind  landlady's  assi- 
duous care  and  the  strength  of  a  good  con- 
stitution, I  gradually  rallied,  and  after  a  long 
and  tedious  interval  before  convalescence,  I 
was  able  to  sit  up  and  feel  the  soft,  sweet 
Bummer's  breezes  on  my  wasted  cheeks. 

Listlessly  and  languidly  I  glanced  at  the 
numerous  letters  which  had  accumulated 
during  my  illness.  Careless  and  indifferent, 
I  took  up  the .  first  that  came  to  my  hand, 
and  found  the  superscription  to  be  in  the 
handwriting  of  Edward  Allan's  sister.  Feel- 
ing my  curiosity  and  interest  awakened  by 
its  black  seal  and  deep-mourning  border,  I 
tore  it  open.  It  contained  two  enclosures  ; 
one,  small  and  thin,  addressed  to  myself,  and 
another,  large  and  thick,  to  'Miss  Emily 
Davenport !  *  Too  much  surprised  and  be- 
wildered for  speech,  I  gazed  some  time  at 
these  three  astounding  words.  Surely  I 
nrflist  be  mad,  or  dreaming  !  Had  the  fever 
left  any  larking  insanity  in  my  brain  ?  I 
doubted  the  evidence  of  my  senses,  and 
remained  for  some  time  in  {^  state  of  the 

?rofoundest  astonishment  and  perplexity, 
could  not  reason  and  reflect.  Deep,  mute 
surprise  held  all  my  powers  as  it  were  in  a 
vice,  and  swallowed  up  every  other  feeling 
of  my  nature ;  but  suddenly  rousing  myself 
to  fathom  this  strange  affair,  I  opened  the 
letter  addressed  to  myself^  and  commenced 
its  perusal. 

*  Dear  Sotherby, — When  you  receive  this 
my  wretched  life  will  be  over,  and  my  wild, 
sinful  career  ended  in  a  quiet  grave ;  but  I 
could  not  die  in  peace  with  the  crime  which 


has  been  weighing  down  my  heart  with  its 
load  of  remorse  and  guilt  for  the  last  two 
years,  unconfessed  and  unatoned  for.  I 
must,  before  I  go  hence,  make  reparation  for 
this  deep  wrong ;  but,  Sotherby,  when  you 
know  all,  try  to  think  leniently  and  kindly 
of  one  who  was  more  sinned  against  than 
sinning,  and  whom  circumst^ces — ^not  his 
own  evil  disposition — rendered  bad  and 
depraved. 

'  Brought  up  by  a  stem,  unjust  feather,  and 
deprived  in  my  birth  of  the  tender,  loving 
care  of  a  mother,  I  grew  early  to  be  canning, 
sly,  and  deceitfal.  My  slightest  faults  and 
innocent  boyish  pranks  were  punished  with 
hard,  indiscriminating  cruelty ;  and  thus  in 
my  manhood  I  became  recklesis  and  un- 
principled, and  only  dreaded  sin  and  wrong 
according  to  the  amount  of  odium  and  retri- 
bution they  would  meet  in  the  world.  I  had 
a  sister  some  four  or  five  years  my  senior. 
On  her  sweet,  good  disposition  this  evil 
training  had  no  effect.  On  her,  all  per- 
nicious influences  fell  harmless;  but  being 
naturally  of  a  quick,  passionate  temper, 
bold,  and  self-willed,  I  needed  a  careful  and 
judicious  parent  to  guide  and  correct  my 
early  character. 

'  I  am  dying,  Sotherby,  just  when  a  life  of 
hope  and  comfort  seemed  opening  for  me; 
but  I  feel  that  it  is  only  a  just  recompense 
for  days  wickedly  squandered  in  folly  and 
dissipation,  and  total  disregard  of  any  higher 
will  than  my  own.  I  do  not  murmur;  I 
am  content  to  go ;  all  pain  is  gone ;  and  I 
welcome  my  approach  to  the  gates  of  death, 
trusting  in  the  mercy  and  pardon  promised 
to  poor  lost  sinners. 

'  With  ray  latest  breath  I  conjure  you  to 
deliver  the  letter  contained  in  this  envelope 
with  your  o\vn  hands  to  the  person  to  whom 
it  is  addressed.  You  will  then  be  as  happy 
as  you  deserve:  she  whose  name  I  cannot 
mention  will  tell  you  all. 

*  My  sister,  the  loving  soother  of  my  dying 
bed,  has  promised  to  transmit  this  to  you 
when  I  am  gone ;  and  now  I  must  wish  you 
an  eternal  farewell,  as  my  strength  is  nearly 
gone. 

'Adieu  for  ever  in  this  world,  dearest 
friend.  Edwabd  Amur.' 

{To  he  concluded  in  the  nexi  number). 
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CURRENT  STAMP  FORGERIES. 

BT  EDWARD  L.   PEMBERTON,  ADTHOR  OP   *"  FORGED 
STAMPS:   HOW  TO   DETECT  THEM.' 

SincE  the  commencement  of  the  year,  the 
stamp  market  has  been  intmdated  with  forge- 
ries, coming  from  all  parts.  These  counter- 
feits are  not  confined  to  rare  stamps,  bnt 
those  which  are  common  are  imitated  to  a 
great  extent  and  in  greater  quantities  than  is 
the  case  with  rarer  specimens.  Amongst  all 
these  mannfactured  stamps,  a  collector  who 
has  had  little  experience  mnst  be  frequently 
Tictimised,  and  those  who  have  had  experi- 
ence are  often  in  doubt ;  for  though  some  of 
the  forgeries  are  badly  done,  some  are  good 
in  execution,  attend  to  the  minutest  details, 
and  imitate  the  postmarks  with  a  certain 
success.  To  place  some  means  of  detecting 
these  impositions  within  the  reach  of  the 
collector,  I  purpose  noticing,  month  by 
month,  frefih  forgeries  as  they  appear,  and 
as  succinctly  as  the  subject  will  allow,  giving 
the  safest  points  of  difference  between  origi- 
nal and  forgery.  No  rare  stamp  should  be 
poTchased  by  the  collector  except  upon  con- 
dition that  it  may  be  returned  if  proved 
forged.  Those  dealers  who  do  not  scruple 
to  sell  forgeries,  will  not  hesitate  to  give  a 
guarantee  of  genuineness,  and  to  affirm  that 
they  are  real  when  returned  to  them  as 
forged ;  therefore  a  guarantee  is  not  always 
a  safeguard, — the  only  means  of  security  is 
in  having  the  option  of  returning  all  speci- 
mens. 

At  tlie  present  time  the  following  stamps 
are  met  with  forged,  from  various  sources : — 
Austria,  Mercury;  K.  K.  S.  Z.  1,  2,  4  kr. : 
Corrientes,  1  r.  M.  C.  and  no  value :  Berge- 
dorf,  the  old  ^  and  3  sch. ;  the  present  3 
and  4  sob. :  Brazil,  large  30,  60,  90  :  British 
Chnana,  pearl  border  and  sprig  border  news- 
paper labels:  Cape,  Id.  block:  Confedei'ate 
States  :  Moldavia:  Denmark,  2  R.B.S. :  and 
dd  Scbleswig-Holstein,  1  and  2  sch. :  Fin- 
land: Greece:  Hamburg,  forged  9  sch.,  in 
various  colours :  India,  old  J  a.  red :  Liberia  : 
Lubeck :  Modena,  many  forgeries,  *  p]stensi ' 
and  *  Provincie :  *  Monte  Video,  the  old  ones  : 
Nevis :  New  Brunswick,  Conneirs  essay : 
New  Caledonia :  New  South  Wales,  view  of 
Sydney  :    Nicaragua :    Norway,  old  4  sk. : 


Parma :  Romagna :  Reunion :  Sandwich  Is- 
lands :  Saxony,  1850,  3  pf.  :  Spain,  1,  2,  3 
c,  and  many  dated  ;  also  Cuba :  Switzerland, 
all  the  cantonal :  Tuscany,  both  issues  :  Two 
Sicilies,  IJ^aples,  |  gr.,  20  gr.,  and  the  two 
^  t. ;  Sicily :  United  States,  many  of  tho 
locals  :  Venezuela,  the  last  issue.  This  list 
is  rather  overwhelming  at  first  sight ;  it  com- 
prises nearly  every  rare  stamp.  I  shall  take 
the  most  important  this  month,  and  endea- 
vour to  make  their  detection  a  matter  of 
little  difficulty. 

Austria. — There  is  a  good  forgery  of  the 
1  kr.  black,  arms,  newspaper  stamp,  in  cir- 
culation ;  it  is  difficult  to  detect.  The  S  iu 
Stfhnpel,  Z  in  Zeitmujs,  and  K  in  Kreiizer, 
differ  in  the  forgery  anil  original.  The  com- 
mon 1  kr.  brown  is  from  the  same  die  as  tho 
very  rare  black  stamp,  therefore  a  suspected 
specimen  of  the  black  1  kr.  may  be  compared 
with  the  brown  one,  if  it  difl^ers  it  is  a  fors:erv. 
There  are  also  forgeries  of  the  4  kr.  red  and 
brown,  newspaper.  They  are  badly  executed, 
lettering  is  poor  and  thin ;  there  is  no  stroke 
after  Zeitungs,  no  stop  after  sti'nnpcl,  and  the 
dots  above  the  a  of  stiimjiel  do  not  touch  tho 
letter. 

Bkr(JE1>orf. — Five  months  agfo  the  old 
stamps  were  first  forged,  but  not  coming 
over  in  any  quantity  were  not  suspected  ; 
lately  they  have  ^increased  in  number.  Tho 
forgeries  are  the  old  h  sch.  on  violet,  and  3 
sch.  black  on  pink.  The  old  stamps  may  be 
succesKfully  tested  by  the  number  of  the 
small  circles  around  the  arms ;  if  the  stamp 
be  genuine,  the  circles  will  be  fifty-five  iu 
both  ^  and  3  sch.,  whilst  in  the  forgeries  the 
i  has  forty-six  and  the  3  sch.  filly-two 
circles.  In  addition,  the  forged  |  sch.  bus 
the  following  differences  from  the  real  one, — 
the  circles  around  the  arms  do  not  touch  tho 
line  (forming  the  square)  on  the  left  side, — 
the  genuine' just  touch  this  line  ;  in  the  arms 
the  left  tower  is  higher  than  the  right  one, 
which  is  quite  clear  of  the  circles  above  it, 
and  the  eagle's  head  is  on  exactly  the  same 
level  as  the  summit  of  the  left  tower,  whereas 
in  the  genuine  the  left  tower  is  hardly  so 
high  as  the  right  one,  and  the  summit  oi  the 
eagle's  head  is  a  trifle  higher  than  that  of  the 
left-hand  tower ;  the  figures  of  ^  touch  tli« 
lines  above  and  below  respectively  in  the  ori- 
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ginal,  but  in  the  connterfeit  it  is  only  the 
upper  figure — the  1 — that  touches.  There 
are  plenty  of  other  inaccuracies,  but  these 
will  suffice  to  render  doubt  impossible. 
There  is  a  very  great  difference  in  the  waved 
lines  of  the  background.  In  the  forged  3 
8ch.  the  summits  of  the  two  towers  do  not 
touch,  as  they  do  in  the  original.  The 
stamps  now  used  are  ti'om  the  same  dies  as 
these  old  ^  and  3  sch.,  therefore  the  differ- 
ences can  easily  be  noticed  between  suspicious 
old  ones,  by  comparison  with  those  now  in 
use. 

British  Guiana. — There  is  a  close  imita- 
tion of  the  1  c.  magenta,  rectangular,  now 
sold.  Those  I  have  seen  are  unused  and  at 
a  *long*  price.  The  following  points  are 
observed  in  the  forgery,  which  are  just  the 
opposite  in  the  genuine  stamp.  The  D  in 
Damiis  is  shaped  in  the  usual  way  (the  D  of 
the  genuine  is  circular,  in  fact,  an  0) ;  the 
first  stroke  of  the  V  in  Vlcissim  is  quite  true 
(this  stroke  is  a  little  curved  in  the  genuine 
1  c.)  ;  the  stem  of  the  vessel  is  straight  (in 
the  real  one,  the  stem  projects  above  and 
slopes  or  falls  away  as  it  touches  the  water) ; 
the  central  mast  of  the  small  vessel  in  the 
distance  on  the  right  side  is  scarcely  any 
longer  than  the  others,  whilst  in  the  original 
the  central  mast  is  considerably  the  longest. 
This  last  is  the  surest  and  quickest  test ;  the 
forgery  is  a  much  deeper  impression  than 
the  real  stamp,  lines  are  thicker  and  blotched. 

CoRBiENTEs. — These  valuable  stamps,  fetch- 
ing readily  a  pound  each  and  upwards, 
present  great  inducements  to  the  forgers. 
Simple  and  rude  as  is  the  design,  the  imita- 
tors have  not  succeeded  in  making  a  perfect 
fac-simile.  In  all  the  genuine  ones  with 
which  I  am  acquainted,  there  are  at  the  top 
of  the  head  three  distinct  leaves,  which  may 
easily  be  counted ;  let  any  one  try  to  count 
the  leaves  at  the  top  of  the  wreath  in  the 
forgery,  the  attempt  will  be  useless,  because 
there  are  no  leaves  to  be  distinguished  so 
high  as  the  top  of  the  head.  This  test  of  the 
three  leaves  is  by  far  the  safest,  but  there  are 
many  varieties  of  these  stamps,  and  in  some 
of  them  this  peculiarity  is  far  from  clear,  but 
still  the  leaves  are  there,  whilst  in  the  forgery 
they  are  not  to  be  counted.  The  1  real  M.C. 
were  issued  in  1856,  tho^c  without  value  (5 


centavos)  in  1861 ;  both  are  now  obsolete. 
In  the  forgery  of  the  1  real,  the  M  (of  M.C.) 
is  very  curiously  shaped  and  very  awkward 
in  appearance. 

Finland. — The  5  and  10  kop.  t^an9^^e^Re 
oval  may  be  distinguished  from  the  originals 
by  the  following  marks :  In  the  10  k.  the  0 
of  KOn   small  and   separated  from  the  K; 
the  dot  which  comes  between  the  10  and  K 
of  KOP  is  small  and  distinct  from  both,  and 
is  above  the  level  of  the  base  of  the  K. 
There  are  eight  round  marks  (jewels,  pro- 
bably) on  the  left  side  of  the  crown,  the 
lower  one  being  waftiting  ;  the  lines  forming 
the  ground  of  the  shield  do  not  touch  the 
outline  of  the  shield  above  or  below;   the 
forged  5  k.  has  the  jewels  on  the  left  side  of 
the  crown,  and  the  lines  forming  the  back- 
ground of  the  shield  identical  with  the  forged 
10.     The  genuine  stamps  differ   in  all  the 
above  points,  the  dot  (on  the  left  side)  all 
but  touches^the  K  in  the  10  k.,  and  in  both 
the  jewels  are  nine,  and  the  lines  on  the 
shield  touch  the  outline. 

Indu. — The  rarity  of  the  ^  an.  old,  red, 
has  caused  many  imitations  to  spring  up. 
One  is  made  from  the  red  1  an.  by  erasing 
'one'  and  painting  in  *half,'  but  the  orna- 
ments in  the  top  comers  diiBTer  in  the  |  and 
1  an.,  which  would  betray  the  imposition 
however  well  *half*  had  been  inserted. 
There  are  two  different  forgeries  of  this  { 
an.  One  is  a  very  poor  attempt,  and  strange 
to  say  imitates  the  top  comers  of  1  a».  in- 
stead of  following  those  of  the  |  an. ;  this 
will  at  once  expose  the  fraud.  The  other 
forgery  is  better,  but  is  a  part  imitation  of 
the  ^  an.  blue,  and  the  1  an.  red:  the  top 
corner  ornaments  like  the  \  blue,  the  marks 
in  the  border  are  like  those  of  the  1  red, — 
very  small  and  nearly  circular  dots,  whilst 
those  on  the  ^  blue  are  four  times  the  siie 
and  triangular.  In  this  forgery  there  is  a 
small  line  between  the  eyeUd  and  the  eye, 
the  two  a's  of  cmna  are  pointed  at  the  top, 
and  the  inside  white  border  is  very  narrow ; 
whereas,  in  the  real  ^  blue  and  1  red,  there 
is  no  such  line  on  the  eye,  the  a's  of  anna 
are  square  at  the  top,  and  the  inside  white 
border  is  wider.  Supposing  the  ^  red  and  f 
bhie  to  be  from  the  same  die — and  the  con- 
trary cannot  be  supposed — the  best  test  for 
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the  above  forgery  would  be  the  large  irre- 
galar  triangular  marks  in  the  side  borders, 
instead  of  small  and  nearly  round  dots. 

LuBECK. — Two  forgeries  of  the  1859  issue 
are  to  be  had.     The  last  and  best  of  the  two 
has  the  following  discrepancies : — 
Forged   |.     No  shading  after  halber  (to 
left)  ;  the  lines  at  sides  which  have  three 
short  strokes  above  and  below  them  look 
too  straight ;  there  is  no  attempt  at  a 
graeeftil  curve. 
Forged   1.     'All  have  a   dot  before  the 
word  Lubeck,  £he  eaglets  tail  is  pointed, 
ein  is  large  and  clumsy,  and  the  shading 
which  is  by  it  is  thick  and  awkward. 
Forged  2.     The  shading  does  not  touch 
the  Z  of  ZweL     There  is  a  short  stroke 
on  the  left  side,  which  comes  over  the 
dots  above  u    of  Luheck;   this  stroke 
only  comes  over  the  right   hand   dot. 
Shading  of  the  labels  darker  and  coarser; 
dots  behind  eagle  small  and  too  numerous. 
Forged  2|.     Lettering  large  and  coarse ; 
no  shading  by  Zwei  ein  halber ;  figures 
2  rather  square  bottomed  ;  the  shading 
of  labels  is  coarse. 
Forged   4.     Shading   very   strong  below 
Vier,      Dots    behind    eagle    not   quite 
regular. 
These  are  not  all  the  differences,  but  will, 
I  doubt  not,  suffice.     There  is  a  little  orna- 
ment over  Lubeck,  the  two  outer  strokes  of 
which  are  always  curved  in  genuine  copies, 
in  the  forgeries  they  are  oft«n  quite  straight. 
Pakma,  1858. — The  forgeiy  I  am  going  to 
describe  is  far  from  being  a  new  one,  but  it 
is  a  careftd  and  close  copy,  and  if  met  with 
would  prove  very  puzzling.     The  following 
points  if  found  to  exist  in  a  specimen  will 
prove  it  to  be   undoubtedly   forged.     The 
genuine  differs  from  this  description  though 
so  very  slightly  that  care  must  be  taken  that 
the  signs  are  not  misunderstood.     There  is 
no  latitude  in  this  description ;   the  points 
mentioned  must  be  found  exactly. 

In  the  branch  which  is  on  the  right  hand 
nde,  and  the  bottom  bunch  of  leaves,  the 
uppermost  leaf  is  pointed  downwards,  and 
afl  the  leaves  are  long.  The  points  of  the 
three  leaves  forming  the  top  bunch  on  this 
same  branch  are  not  on  one  level,  the  centre 
one  being  higher  than  the  other  two.     The 


oak  leaves  on  the  left  hand  branch  are  not 
veined,  and  the  stem  of  the  branch  is  formed 
by  one  line.  In  the  real  stamp  the  oak  leaves 
are  veined,  some  leaves  more  than  others,  and 
the  stem  of  the  left  branch  is  in  outline,  not 
filled  in.  But  there  is  still  something  on  the 
right  hand  branch,  in  the  third  bunch  of 
leaves  from  the  bottom  ;  the  two  right  hand 
side  ones  start  from  the  same  level  as  the 
one  leaf  on  the  other  side.  This  is  the  for- 
gery ;  in  the  genuine  the  points  of  the  three 
leaves  forming  the  top  bunch  on  the  right 
branch  are  on  the  same  level. 

Spain,  1854. — Correo  official,  |,  1,  2  onzas, 
and  I  libra.  The  very  excellent  imitations 
of  these  stamps  have  only  appeared  lately. 
The  cross  at  top  of  the  crown,  and  the  shield 
on  the  left  side,  both  touch  the  line  forming 
the  border.  They  do  not  touch  in  the  real 
stamps;  although  in  the  1  onza  the  cross, 
examined  without  a  magnifying  glass,  mill 
appear  to  touch,  with  the  aid  of  a  g'ass  it 
will  be  seen  that  it  does  not  do  so.  The 
crown  on  the  head  of  the  upper  lion  (in 
shield)  all  but  touches  the  edge  of  the 
shield  above  it ;  whilst  there  is  a  clear  space 
visible  in  the  original.  The  upper  fore  paw 
of  this  lion  is  venr  perceptibly  longer  than 
the  other  one ;  whereas  the  two  fore  paws 
project  to  the  same  level  in  the  genuine 
stamp.  The  dot  after  1854  is,  in  the  for- 
gery, above  the  narrowest  (t.  e.  the  inner) 
bl€u;k  line  of  the  border ;  but  in  the  original 
stamp  this  dot  is  above  the  coloured  line  of 
the  border.  The  minute  details  of  these 
stamps  are  well  done,  and  pretty  faithfully 
copied.  The  colour  of  the  forged  1  libra  is 
more  red  than  blue. 

There  is  an  excellent  counterfeit  of  the 
1850  12  cuartos.  It  is  as  well  '  got  up  '  as 
any  other  forgery  I  am  acquainted  with, 
I  shall  hope  to  describe  it  in  a  fixture  number. 

HISTORY  OF  POSTAL  COMMUNICA- 
TIONS.— IV.  ANCIENT  NATIONS 
OF  THE  FAR  WEST. 

BY  THE  REV.  HENEY  H.  HIQOINS,  M.A. 

At  the  time  when  England  was  ruled  by 
seven  kings,  and  the  empire  of  the  East  was 
in  its  full  vigour,  and  Mahomet  was  living, 
and  Gregory  the  Great  had  but  lately  passed 
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to  his  rest,  in  another  hemisphere — the 
inhabitants  of  which  were  as  Uttle  known  to 
the  nations  of  Europe  as  if  they  had  belonged 
to  another  planet— a  warlike  race  of  men 
came  from  the  highlands  of  the  north  to  the 
valley  of  the  fine  lakes,  afterwards  known  as 
Mexico.  These  were  the  Toltecs,  whose 
skill  in  agriculture  and  mechanic  arts 
became  the  germ  of  a  civilization  which, 
when  the  Toltecs  themselves  had  passed 
away,  amongst  the  Aztecs  who  succeeded 
them,  attained  a  wondrous  development. 

On  the  southern  continent  of  the  same 
hemisphere,  long  before  the  invasion  of 
America  by  the  Spaniards,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  sixteenth  century,  another  race,  the 
Incas,  had  established  an  equal  claim  to  be  . 
considered  a  civilized  people. 

These  two  nations,  the  Aztecs  of  Mexico, 
and  the  Incas  of  Peru,  were  entirely  un- 
known to  each  other,  yet  in  many  respects 
there  w^as  a  striking  similarity  between  their 
institutions.  AVTien  the  Spaniards  took 
possession  of  both,  countries,  that  which 
most  surprised  them  was,  to  find  a  system 
of  postal  communications  in  full  work, 
greatly  superior  to  any  they  had  left  behind 
them,  when  they  set  out  from  Europe  to 
subdue  the  supposed  barbarians  of  the 
western  hemisphere.  In  Mexico,  but  more 
especially  in  Peru,  roads  were  formed,  the 
remains  of  which  in  the  present  day  are 
objects  of  astonishment  to  travellers,  on 
account  of  the  engineering  skill  which  must 
have  been  exercised  in  their  construction. 
One  of  these  roads,  in  Peru,  is  described  as 
having  been  *  conducted  over  pathless  sierras 
buried  in  snow ;  galleries  were  cut  for 
leagues  through  the  living  rock ;  rivers  were 
crossed  by  means  of  bridges  that  swung 
suspended  in  the  air  ;  precipices  were  scaled 
by  stairways  hewn  out  of  the  native  bed; 
ravines  of  hideous  depth  were  filled  up  with 
soUd  masonry;  in  short,  all  the  difficulties 
that  beset  a  wild  and  mountainous  region, 
and  which  might  appal  the  most  courageous 
engineer  of  modern  times,  were  encountered 
and  successfully  overcome.  The  length  of 
the  road,  of  which  scattered  fragments  only 
remain,  is  variously  estimated  from  fifteen 
hundred  to  two  thousand  miles ;  and  stone 
pillars,  in   the  manner  of  European  mile- 


stones,  were  erected  at  stated  intervals  of 
somewhat  more  than  a  league  all  along  the 
route.  The  road  is  said  to  have  been  so 
nicely  constructed  that  a  carriage  might 
have  rolled  over  it  as  securely  as  on  any  of 
the  great  roads  of  Europe.' 

On  all  the  principal  routes,  at  intervals  of 
less  than  five  miles,  were  'erected  small 
buildings,  in  each  of  which  resided  a  number 
of  couriers  or  runners,  whose  office  it  was 
to  carry  forward  the  despatches  of  govern- 
ment. The  churquis,  or  runners,  were 
trained  to  the  employment,  and  selected  for 
their  speed  and  tidehty  ;  they  wore  a  pecu- 
liar livery  ;  and  it  is  said  that  to  increase 
their  speed  they  were  strapped  and  belted 
so  tightly  that  if  they  fell  it  was  only  with 
much  difficulty  they  could  rise  again.  They 
ran  with  great  swiftness ;  and  messages  were 
carried  through  the  whole  extent  of  long 
routes  at  the  rate  of  a  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  a  day. 

A  postal  system  so  skilfully  established 
and  maintained  would  gain  our  unquaH6ed 
admiration,  but  for  the  fact  that  its  design 
almost  exclusively  was  to  secure  the  con- 
tinuance of  a  combined  mihtary  and  priestly 
despotism.  Private  correspondence  was 
unknown  :  unbounded  luxury  prevailed 
amongst  the  wealthy  ;  but  interchange  of 
thought  formed  no  part  of  the  advantage 
pursued  in  the  construction  of  their  mar- 
vellous lines  of  way,  some  of  which  were  for 
many  leagues  bordei*ed  with  rows  of  trees 
shedding  a  delicious  perfume  to  gratify  the 
traveller.  It  was  the  boast  of  Montesinoe 
that  along  these  roads,  in  twenty-four  hours, 
through  the  incredible  distance  of  three 
hundred  miles,  had  been  brought  by  the 
couriers,  from  the  shore  of  the  ocean,  fish 
fresh  and  in  good  condition'  for  the  royal 
table. 

The  Aztecs  arid  the  Incas,  although  un- 
known to  each  other  at  the  time  of  the 
Spanish  invasion,  had  established  very  simi- 
lar arrangements  for  the  transmission  of  the 
despatches  of  their  respective  states;  but 
the  modes  in  which  the  tw.o  nations  ex- 
pressed their  ideas  and  intentions  were 
altogether  different. 

The  Aztecs  described  actions  and  events 
by  a  kind  of  picture  writing,  in  which  the 
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place  of  words  was  supplied  by  rude  repre- 
sentations of  visible  objects. 

The  material  employed  was  a  fine  kind  of 
&bric  manufactured  from  tbe  leaves  of  the 
aloe :  it  is  said  to  have  been  more  soft  and 
beautiful  than  the  finest  parchment.  It  is 
evident  that  literal  imitations  of  objects 
would  have  occupied  too  much  space  as  well 
as  time  in  the  execution,  to  serve  for 
writings  on  an  extended  scale ;  the  pictures 
were  therefore  abridged,  and  the  drawings 
were  confined  to  outlines.  Things  which 
had  no  type  in  the  material  world  were 
represented  by  visible  objects  supposed  to 
have  some  quality  analogous  to  the  idea 
intended.  In  course  of  time  these  symbols, 
like  the  hieroglyphics  of  the  Egyptians,  came 
to  have  only  a  very  obscure  connection  with 
ihe  things  which  they  indicated.  Thus 
amongst  the  Aztecs  a  serpent  typified  time, 
and  a  man  sitting  on  the  ground  an  earth- 
quake, with  as  little  correspondence  between 
the  symbol  and  its  meaning  as  can  be  traced 
in  the  hieroglyphical  writings  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, in  which  the  universe  was  indicated 
by  a  beetle,  and  the  words  *son  of*  were 
supplied  by  the  figure  of  a  goose. 

A  Mexican  manuscript  exhibited  grotesque 
caricatures  of  the  human  figure ;  monstrous, 
overgrown  heads,  or  puny,  misshapen  bodies, 
bard  and  angular  in  their  outlines,  and 
without  the  least  skill  in  their  composition  : 
colours  as  well  as  forms  were  significant, 
consequently  such  colours  only  were  used  as 
presented  gaudy  and  violent  contrasts.  Yet 
by  this  clumsy  method  of  picture  writing 
the  Aztecs  were  able  to  record  all  their  laws, 
and  even  their  regulations  for  domestic 
economy ;  their  tribute  rolls,  specifying  the 
imposts  of  the  various  towns ;  their  mytho- 
logy, calendars,  and  rituals;  their  political 
annals,  carried  back  to  a  period  long  before 
the  foundation  of  the  city. 

At  an  entertainment  given  by  Cortes  to 
an  embassy  from  Montezuma,  the  Mexican 
monarch,  one  of  the  attendants  of  the  chief 
envoy  was  observed  busy  with  his  pencil. 
His  work  was  found  to  be  a  sketch  of  the 
Spaniards,  their  costumes,  arms,  &c.,  and 
waa  intended  for  the  royal  eye.  To  heighten 
the  impression  of  the  scene  Cortes  ordered 
out  the  cavalry  on    the   beach,   and   com- 


manded a  discharge  of  artillery,  to  the  in- 
describable consternation  of  the  Aztecs. 
Notwitstanding  their  alarm,  the  painters 
faithfully  recorded  every  event  after  their 
own  &6hion,  not  omitting  the  ships,  the 
'  water  houses,*  as  they  called  them,  of  the 
Spaniards,  who  had  thus  an  early  illustration 
of  the  capabilities  of  the  Aztecs  in  the  use  of 
their  celebrated  picture  writing. 

Npthing  of  this  kind  was  known  to  the 
Incas  of  Peru ;  but  in  its  place  they  had 
their  own  peculiar  contrivance  called  the 
quipus.  The  qulpu  was  a  cord  about  two 
^QQi  long,  composed  of  diffei'ent  coloured 
threads  tightly  twisted  together,  from  which 
a  quantity  of  smaller  threads  were  suspended 
in  the  manner  of  a  frinore.  The  threads 
were  of  different  colours,  and  were  tied  into  * 
knots :  the  word  qutjyn,  indeed,  signifies  a 
knot.  The  colours  denoted  sensible  objects ; 
as,  for  instance,  white  represented  silver, 
and  yellow,  gold.  They  sometimes  also 
stood  for  abstract  ideas ;  thus  white  signified 
peace,  and  red,  war.  The  commonest  use  of 
the  qiciptui  was  arithmetical ;  but  the  variety 
of  purposes  for  which  the  quipus  were  made 
to  serve  astonished  the  Spaniards.  Though 
as  a  substitute  for  a  written  language  the 
quipus  were  inferior  to  the  picture  writing 
of  the  Aztecs,  yet  they  enabled  the  ancient 
Peruvians  to  send  messages  ;  and  collections 
of  these  skeins  of  many-coloured  threads, 
preserved  by  men  educated  in  the  mysteries 
pertaining  to  them,  constituted  the  national 
records  of  the  Inpas. 


NEWLY-ISSUED,  OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

This  month  we  have  the  pleasure  of  intro- 
ducing to  our  subscribers  some  stamps — 
using  the  language  of  a  distinguished  conti- 
nental chronicler — *  worthy  the  name  of 
stamps,  such  as  are  rarely  viewed,  and 
whose  congeners  would  be  a  bonus  to  the 
whole  world,  anything  approaching  them 
being  seldom  met  with  ;  meriting  for  them- 
selves the  expense  of  an  appropriate  notice.' 
After  this  grandiloquent  preamble — and 
we  may  avow  that  the  specimens  under 
notice  in  a  great  measure  deserve  trumpet- 
ing— we  beg,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  you  will 
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liODODr  with  a  favourable  reception  the  new 
series  of  stampe  of  the  Argientine  Republic, 
tlie  approactiing  issae  of  wbich  was  notified 
aa  expected  bo  long  ago  as  June  last  year,  in 
the  magazine  published  by  Mons.  Moens,  of 


On  New- Year's  Day  last  appeared  a  decree 
authorising  the  manufacture  of  a  set  of 
postage  stamps,  bearing  the  effigy  of  Don 
Bemardin  Rivadavta.  It  was  at  first  pro- 
posed England  should  be  favoured  with  the 
order;  but  we  are  cumpeiled  to  be  un- 
patriotic enough  to  congmtulate  postal 
collectors  on  '  second  thoaghte  being  best ' 
in  this  instance :  the  authorities  changed 
their  minds ;  and  the  neatness,  taste,  and 
elegance  of  the  Paris  engravers  decided  their 

We  are  about  to  describe,  of  course,  from 
the  essays  adopted,  as  the  stamps  themselves 
will  scarcely  be  in  circniation  even  when  this 
notification  sees  the  hght.  The  values  and 
colours  of  the  specimens  are  respectively  as 
before,  viz.,  5  centavos,  red;  10  centavos, 
green ;  and  15  ceutavos,  blue ;  coloured 
impressions  on  a  white  ground,  and  engraved 
on  steel.  But  the  colours,  we  are  given  to 
understand,  are  not  definitively  fixed  on,  and 
a  change  will  probably  be  made  before  issue. 

Like  the  half  hundred  sea  nymphs  attend- 
ant on  Doris,  BO  beautifully  described  by 
Ovid  as  differing  in  feature,— 

'  f»cii»  nun  omnibus  una. 

Nee  diveru  tain™,  qualeui  dectt  esse  sororuiu," — 

but  all  '  to  a  man,'  as  an  Irishman  would 
say,  decidedly  evidencing  a  sisterly  con- 
nection ;  and  like  the  latest  series  of  Italians, 
these  stamps  bear  the  sune  effigy,  bat  vary 
as  to  the  ornamentation. 

The  portrait  represents  a  jolly-looking, 
rather  bull-Decked,  black-haired  individual, 
;„  tl,-  1 ; ,* e  x.:^x.  ,^^  ^^jij^^^ 

ing  rather 
'espoQsible 
vernment ; 


Argentine 
Arest  value, 
d  touching 
band  bear- 


ing Septtbliea  Argentina  above,  and  Giftco 
ceniuvos  below ;  each  of  these  four  words 
being  isolated  by  a  small  curvilinear  triangle. 
The  four  comers  are  filled  by  figures  de- 
noting the  value,  and  a  device  something 
like,  but  not  identical  with  any  of  those 
occupying  the  same  position  in  the  new 
issue  for  Italy.  The  effigy  -does  not  show 
the  full  face,  but  inclines  slightly  to  the  left 
of  the  beholder. 

The  10  centavos  stamp  is  the  least  pre- 
possessing of  the  three.  The  oval  containing 
tbe  portrait  is  not  set  off  by  a  band  as  in  the 
others.  Above  and  below  it,  in  curved  lines, 
stand  Republica  Argentina;  and  above  aad 
below  those  words  again,  in  smaller  capitals, 
tbe  value,  Diei  ceiUavot,  shows  itself.  An 
ornamental  device  around  the  ovsJ,  and  the 
figures  10  in  each  of  the  four  comers,  com- 
plete the  stamp. 

Tbe  palm  of  beauty  mast  be  awarded  to 
the  remaining  specimen,  which  is  well  worth 
the  added  prices  of  its  congeners.  Between 
the  oval  band  (having  the  name  of  the  coun- 
try above,  as  in  the  5  centavos,  and  the 
monetary  denomination.  Quince  ceniaeot, 
beneath)  and  the  portrait,  is  a  narrow  orna- 
mental band.  The  figures  denoting  fifteen 
are  repeated  twice  only  in  this  stamp,  that  is 
to  say,  in  fancy  figures  on  the  right  and  left, 
in  ovals  hiding  both  bands  where  they  Islt. 
The  corners  exhibit  neat  designs  of  a  curvi- 
lineal  pattern. 

We  think  the  page  of  a  good  poxtag^ 
stamp  collector's  tdbum  devat«d  to  the 
specimens  of  the  Argentine  Confederation 
and  Kepublic — numbering,  as  it  will  do  when 
the  subjects  under  consideration  are  annexed, 
eleven  individuals  in  three  very  distinct  and 
peculiar  types — will  form  one  of  tbe  most  sin- 
gular and  attractive  objects  in  his  collection. 

The  beautiful  stamps  of  CostA  Rica  are 
further  augmented  by  an  impression  similar 
in  design  to  the  rest;  value,  caalro  reaiei 
(four  reals) ;  colour,  green. 

The  Trinidad  sixpenny  is  now  printed  of 
a  bright  verdigris  colour ;  and  the  penny  is 
deep  blood-red. 

The  Swan  River  penny  stamp  has  likewise 
changed  colour,  bein^  of  a  darker  red,  tinged 
with  a  soupgon  of  violet.  By  the  last  ma3 
we  received  a  ^ew  bltie  fourpenny  stamp — 
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the  rose  coloured  one  being  now  ont  of  use. 
Out  correspondent  infonns  . 

08    that  a    brick-coloured  J 

fourpenny   will   shortly  be  ^ 

issued.  'L 

Be-impreteions     of     the  JT 

nre  old  Spanish  and  Por-  A 

tagnese  are  iu  the  market,  S 

one  of  which,  the  100  reis 
Donna  Maria,  we  engrave. 

The  annexed  is  a  repre- 
sentation of  Mc.  Hobieh 
and  Co-'b  local  stamp, 
franking  from  Acapnleo, 
in  Mexico,  to  San  Fran- 
ciBco,  in  CalifornJa.  This 
specimen  is  printed  both 
in  blue  and  pink. 

Sext  month  we  shall 

exhibit  an   engraving  of 

the  new  value  for  Lubeck.     It  is  very  like 

thone  in  present  use,  but  rwt  in  relief.     It  is 

l)rotrn  on  white  paper;  value,  IJ  schilling. 

A  new  Hamburg  stamp  m  just  issued,  2^ 
sch.,  green  on  white,  similar  in  design  to 
tiat  for  1 J  8ch. 

We  have  to  not«,  moreover,  a  medio 
cectavo  Venezuela  stamp,  exactly  Uke  the 
"tuaps  of  the  latest  iasne,  except,  of  coarse, 
iQ  the  words  denoting  value ;  colour,  a 
brownish  pink. 

Last  month  we  figured 
the  stamp  for  Holstein. 
In  the  present  number 
will  be  seen  a  representa- 
tion of  that  for  Schleswig 
exdutivdi/.  The  tigure  is 
de.icriptiun  snfficieut.  It 
is  printed  in  rose.  This 
employment  of  two  dif- 
ferent st&mps  looks  as  if  the  authorities 
soticipated  a  permanent  separation  of  the 
duchies.  We  understand  the  present  issue 
in  already  obsolete  on  account  of  the  mone- 
tary value  being  in  Danish  money,  and  that 
the  Prussian  currency  will  be  anbstituted. 

One  of  the  choicest  collections  in  London 
has  just  been  enriched  by  a  set  of  essays  for 
Greece,  nine  in  nnmber,  same  design  and 
valne.  The  colours  are,  green,  pink,  mauve, 
orange,  blue,  black,  yellow,  chocolate,  and 
scarlet.       They   are  more    attractive    than 


beaatifol ;  and  from  their  lai^  size,  which 
is  about  that  of  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation 
Company's  stamp,  are  not  likely  to  be 
adopted.  A  medallion  pdHrait  of  King 
George  I.  blockades  the  centre  of  a  View  of 
the  Parthenon  ;  underneath  which,  EU. 
Grwmm.,  in  Greek  characters  ;  and  the  value 
(20  lept.)  in  each  of  the  four  comers. 

The  latest  novelty  is  the  shilling  stamp — 
we  hope  we  may  call  it  provisional — for  St. 
Helena.     It  is — like  those  of  the  respective 
denominations  of  one  penny  and  fourpence — 
impressed  from  the  same  die  »a  the  original 
sixpenny,     with     that    value    crossed '  off, 
but  one  shilling  sub- 
stituted,   and  of  a 
green  colour  in  the 
present       instance. 
Collectors    have    a 
right  to  anticipate 
a  regular  series  for 
the  island. 

The  40  cents  en- 
velope stamp  of  the 
United  States,  here 

figured,  was,  we  believe,  an  essay  re- 
jected by  the  govenunent, 
I  and    deservedly   so,  owing 

to  its  unrivalled  ugliness. 
The  20-cents  Confede- 
rate is  a  very  neat-look- 
ing, unpretending  stamp, 
printed  in  green  on  white. 
We  are  just  in  time  to 
inform  our  readers  that 
another  new  stamp  for  Schleswig  is  issued. 
Its  value  is  \\  schilling,  and  of  a  light  green 
colour.  It  is  similar  in  design  to  the  4  sch. 
Schleswig  figured  above. 


ABUSES  OF  THE  LETTER  FRANKING 

SYSTEM. 
Ih  old  records  of  the  English  post-office  still 
preserved,  we  find  lists  of  franked  consign- 
ments ;  the  following,  culled  from  a  number 
of  such,   will  indicate   their    character  ; 

'  Fifteen  couple  of  hounds,  going  to  the 
king  of  the  Romans  with  a  free  pass.'  '  Two 
maid-servants,  going  as  laundresses  to  my 
Lord  Ambassador  Methuen.'  '  Doctor 
Crichton,  carrying  with  him  a  cow  and  divers 
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necessaries.*  'Three  suits  of  cloatJis,  for 
some  nobleman's  lady  at  the  court  of  Por- 
t  apal.*  *  Two  bales  of  stockings  for  the  use  (?) 
of  the  ambassador  to  the  crown  of  Portugal.* 
*  A  deal  case,  with  four  flitches  of  bacon,  for 
Mr.  Pennington  of  Rotterdam.* 

When  the  control  of  the  packet  service 
passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  post-office 
authorities,  and  when  the  right  of  franking 
letters  became  properly  sanctioned  and  sys- 
tematised,  we  hear  no  more  of  this  kind  of 
abuses  of  privilege.  The  franking  system 
was  henceforth  confined  to  passing  free 
through  the  post  any  letter  which  should  be 
endorsed  on  the  cover  with  the  signature  of 
a  member  of  either  house  of  parliament.  It 
was  not  necessary,  however,  that  parliament 
should  be  in  session,  or  that  the  correspond- 
ence should  be  on  the  affairs  of  the  nation 
(though  this  was  the  original  design  of  the 
pri\Tlegc)  to  insure  this  immunity  from  post- 
age ;  and  this  arrangement,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  led  to  various  forms  of  abuse. 
Members  signed  large  packets  of  covers  at 
once,  and  supplied  them  to  friends  in  large 
quantities ;  sometimes  they  wei;e  sold ;  they 
have  been  known  to  have  been  given  to  ser- 
vants in  lieu  of  wages,  the  servants  selling 
them  again  in  the  ordinary  way  of  business. 
Nor  was  this  all.  So  little  precaution  seems 
to  have  been  used,  that  thousands  of  letters 
passed  through  the  post-office  with  forged 
signatures  of  members.  To  such  an  extent 
did  these  and  kindred^  abuses  accumulate, 
that  whereas  in  1715,  £24,000  worth  of 
franked  correspondence  passed  through  the 
post-office,  in  1 703  ^e  amount  had  increased 
to  £170,000.  During  the  next  year,  viz.,  in 
1764,  parliament  enacted  that  no  letter 
should  pass  free  through  the  post-office  un- 
less the  whole  address  was  in  the  member's 
own  handwriting,  and  his  signature  attached 
likewise.  It  is  obvious  that  this  arrange- 
ment would  materially  lessen  the  frauds 
practised  upon  the  public  revenue  of  the 
country.  But  even  these  precautions  were 
not  sufficient,  for  fresh  regulations  were  ren- 
dered necessary  in  the  year  1784.  This  time 
it  was  ordered  that  all  franks  should  be 
dated — the  month  to  be  given  in  frill — and 
farther,  that  all  such  letters  should  be  put 
into  the  post  on  the  same  day. 


From  1784  to  the  date  of  the  penny-post- 
age era,  the  estimated  value  of  franked  letters 
.  was  £80,000  annually.  No  further  refotins 
were,  however,  attempted,  till  Sir  Rowland 
Hill  advocated  the  very  radical  and  indis- 
pensable reform  of  entirely  abrogating  the 
privilege.  In  the  bill,  which  through  his 
unceasing  energy  was  introduced  into  par- 
liament in  1839,  no  provision  was  made  snch 
as  had  existed  for  a  couple  of  centuries. 

Writing  on  this  subject,  and  having  men- 
tioned the  name  of  the  founder  of  the  penny- 
post  system,  we  may  advert  to  an  anecdote 
which  has  been  mistakingly  reported  regard- 
ing him. 

Coleridge  the  poet,  when  a  young  man, 
visiting  the  Lake  District,  halted  at  the  door 
of  a  wayside  inn  at  the  moment  when  the 
rural  post-messenger  was  delivering  a  letter 
to  the  barmaid  of  the  place.  Upon  receiving 
it,  she  turned  it  over  and  over  in  her  hand, 
and  then  asked  the  postage  of  it.  The  post- 
man demanded  a  shilling.  Sighing  deeply, 
however,  the  girl  handed  the  letter  back, 
saying  she  was  too  poor  to  pay  the  required 
sum.  The  young  poet  at  once  offered  to 
pay  the  postage,  and  in  spite  of  the  girl's 
resistance,  which  the  humane  tourist  deemed 
quite  natural,  did  so.  The  postman  had 
scarce  left  the  place,  when  the  young  bar- 
maid confessed  tl^at  she  had  learned  all  that 
she  wa«  likely  to  know  from  the  letter ;  that 
she  had  only  been  practising  a  preconceived 
trick;  she  and  her  brother  having  agreed 
that  a  few  hieroglyphics  on  the  l^k  of  a 
'  post-letter  should  tell  her  all  she  wanted  to 
know,  whilst  the  letter  would  contain  no 
writing.  *  We  are  so  poor,*  she  added,  *  that 
we  have  invented  this  manner  of  correspond- 
ing and  franking  our  letters.*  Mr.  Hill, 
having  heard  of  this  incident,  introduced  it 
into  his  first  pamphlet  on  postEd  reform,  as  a 
lively  illustration  of  the  absurdity  of  the  old 
system.  It  was  by  an  inadvertency  on  the 
part  of  a  modem  historical  writer  that  Mr. 
Hill  was  ever  described  as  the  person  to  whom 
the  incident  happened. — Booh  of  Days. 

It  is  worth  notice  that  the  whole  expense  of  nil  th^ 
provinoiAl  post-ofBoe  establishmenU  in  England  and 
Wales  ii  not  so  great  as  that  for  the  chief  office  in  Loodoo ; 
the  provincial  expenses  being  £484,611,  whilu  thtf  tfx- 
penset  in  London  are  £497,023. 
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REVIEWS  or  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Betchtibunff  der  bis  jetzt  bekannien  Brief- 
warken  (inehr  als  2200  sorteu)  nebst 
Notizlen  iiber  die  nachgedruchten  Marken 
und  ehier  Anleitung  zur  Einrichtung  von 
8a/inmlungen,  Strasburg  :  W^.""  Berger- 
Levkaclt  &  SoHN,  1864.  A  Description 
of  more  than  2200  different  sorts  of 
.  Postage  Stamps  known  up  to  the  date 
of  publication ;  with  notices  of  counter- 
feits, and  some  hints  on  the  arrangement 
of  collections.  Strasbui-g  :  Berger- 
Levrault  and  Son. 

This  carefnlly-printed  publication  proves 
that  the  continental  writers  can  get  their 
lucubrations  well  set  up  on  good  paper  if 
they  choose.  Any  annotation  may  be  made 
in  this  stamp  catalogue  without  running  the 
risk  of  Tn^WiTig  a  large  shapeless  blot,  as  is 
osually  the  case  on  attempting  to  correct  an 
error  in  a  book  published  on  the  continent. 

The  author — whose  identity  will  be  easily 
recognised,  notwithstanding  the  veil  either 
intentionally  or  unintentionally  cast  over  it — 
having  one  of  the  finest  and  most  perfect 
collections  of  postage  stamps  in  France,  and 
having  been  a  collector  some  time  before  the 
mania  reached  this  country,  has  peculiar 
&cilities  for  compiling  such  a  work  as  the 
present  Of  these  he  has  thoroughly  availed 
himself;  and  his  manual  may  be  pronounced 
as  near  perfection  as  could  possibly  be 
expected.  Of  course,  firom  the  comparatively 
few  English  collectors  who  understand  suffi- 
cient German  to  comprehend  the  descriptions 
accurately,  it  is  not  hkely  to  fall  into  general 
use  in  this  country,  nor  was  it  to  be  desired 
it  should,  as  we  already  possess  the  four 
editions  of  our  old  friend  Mount  Brown, 
who  promises  us  a  fifth  in  May;  but 
thronghont  Germany,  and  wherever  the 
German  language  is  understood,  it  will  most 
probably  command  a  large  sale.  Our  read-* 
era  will  see  by  an  adver&ement  in  another 
part  of  this  magazine  that  copies  may  be  had 
of  Messrs.  Williams  &  Norgate,  foreign  book- 
sellers,  Co  vent  Garden,  London,  W.C. 

The  pre&ce  explains  the  plan  of  the  work, 
and  foreshows  the  author^s  notices  of  those 
specimens  not  strictly  coming  under  the 
denomination  of  postage  stamps  in  the  body 


of  the  work.  These  he  divides  into  six 
heads,  first  mentioning  the  ProbedrUcke^  or 
essays  proper,  which  were  actually,  ordered 
by  the  post-office  authorities.  Next  come 
the  Vo}'8r}ddgey  or  essays  proposed  by  private 
individuals  and  not  adopted  by  the  postal 
officials.  Thirdly  stand  the  DruckprobcHy  or 
proofs ;  including  stamps  from  the  die  in 
legitimate  use,  but  on  better  paper,  and  in 
abnormal  colours.  Then  follow  the  Nach' 
dnicke,  or  forgeries ;  comprehending  at  once 
such  stamps  as  never  existed,  and  fictitious 
cop'ei  of  the  genuine.  Fifthly,  there  are  the 
FdUchungen,  or  fiilsiBcations :  these  comprise 
what  we  ourselves  generally  typify  as  chemi- 
cals or  colombos,  that  is  to  say,  purposely 
or  accidentally  changed  in  colour.  And 
lastly  come  in  the  very  numerous  stamps 
emitted  by  private  firms,  which  our  author, 
and  we  think  rightly,  pronounces  as  having 
a  perfect  right  to  figure  in  postage-stamp 
albums,  whenever  they  have  been  or  may  be 
employed  to  frank  epistolary  communications* 

There  never  was  a  French  writer  yet  who 
did  not  add  a  postscript  to  his  ^  lastly ' ;  and 
consequently  we  find  here  an  intimation 
that  amateurs  may  form  a  supplementary 
collection  of  bill  of  exchange  stamps,  &o.^ 
but  that  they  ought  to  be  strictly  excluded 
from  the  postage-stamp  album. 

Three  or  four  pages  of  directions  for 
arranging  collections  follow,  and  then  comes 
the  catalogue  itsell 

The  geographical  order  is  strictly — and 
being  really  tired  of  bestowing  unlimited 
praise,  we  will  therefore  relieve  ourselves 
by  adding,  too  strictly — followed.  £urope, 
Africa,  Asia,  Oceanica,  North  America,  the 
West  Indies,  and  South  America  succeed 
each  other  in  due  course, — an  arrangement 
open  to  no  objection ;  but  we  prefer  Oppen's 
alphabetical  posing  of  the  several  countries 
included  in  each  of  these  heads,  to  that  of 
the  publication  under  review.  In  Europe^ 
for  example,  the  author  begins  at  the  north, 
proceeding  as  regularly  as  possible  to  the 
south ;  but  this  makes  it  rather  difficult  to 
find  the  place  of  which  one  is  in  quest. 
Russia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  with  their 
appendages,  coming  first ;  and  followed  by 
Oldenburg,  Mecklenburg,  Hamburg,  Prussia, 
Hanovei^  and  Lubeck ;  concluding  with  Spain 
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and  its  colonies,  and  Portugal ;  knock  on  the 
head  all  our  pre-conceived  notions  of  the  rela- 
tive position  of  the  individuals  in  all  the 
albums  we  have  ever  seen.  This  inconvenience 
is,  of  course,  obviated  by  an  elaborate  alpha- 
betical index  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  A 
perfect  tabular  view  of  the  diflTerent  mone- 
tary values,  with  their  eqxuvalents,  is  also 
appended,  and  will  be  found  both  interesting 
and  useful  to  the  student. 

In  the  body  of  the  work,  which  naturally 
takes  up  about  ten-elevenths  of  the  114 
pages,  the  descriptions  of  the  stamps  are 
sufficiently  minute  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  error  in  the  identification  of  a  recent 
acquisition.  The  tedium  of  repetition  is  well 
relieved,  and  the  eye  at  once  gratified,  by 
the  adoption  of  capital  letters  as  a  memoria 
technica,  to  denote  the  colours  and  other 
characteristics  of  the  stamps ;  and  small  neat 
circles,  oblongs,  squares,  ovals,  <fec.,  to  sig- 
nalise their  forms ;  much  in  the  same  way 
as  employed  in  the  Standard  Catalogue, 
published  by  Hotten,  of  Piccadilly. 

The  dates  of  issues,  whenever  they  could 
be  accurately  ascertained,  are  given ;  and, 
in  fact,  every  possible  information  interesting 
to  the  zealous  i^ateur  is  afforded.  Some 
idea  of  the  number  of  specimens  never 
hitherto  catalogued,  introduced  to  notice  in 
the  work  before  us,  may  be  gathered  from 
the  &ct  that  no  fewer  than  ten  Belgian 
essays  are  chronicled,  when  we  believe  never 
more  than  two  have  been  yet  noted  in  any 
previous  manual.  As  for  the  essays  of  the 
French  republic  and  empire,  they  appropriate 
four  of  the  duodecimo  pages  to  themselves. 

Such  a  publication  as  we  now  have  the 
pleasure  of  reviewing  bids  fair  to  prove  that 
postage-stamp  collecting,  as  many  croakers 
woi;Lld  seem  to  insinuate,  is  by  no  means  on 
the  decline.  Another  proof  is  the  total 
exhaustion  of  Mount  Brown's  fourth  edition, 
accompanied  by  frequent  and  pressing  calls 
upon  his  publisher  to  furnish  a  fifth,  which 
will  be  responded  to,  as  we  have  before 
intimated,  about  the  beginning  of  this  month. 
.  Since  writing  the  above  we  have  been 
favoured  by  the  author  with  a  copy  of  the 
work  on  still  superior  paper,  bound  in 
morocco  gilt,  with  gilt-edged  leaves;  and 
we    conclude    either    sort    may    be    pur- 


chased, according  to  the  taste  and  pecuniary 
means  of  the  amateur. 

This  manual  may  also  be  obtained  with 
blank  pages  interleaved  for  any  notes, 
observations,  or  additions  of  novel  specimens. 

Once    a    Month;   or,    The    Stamp-Collector* s 
Advertiser,    Manchester:  C.  &  H.  Gloyn. 

The  first  number  of  a  second  series  of 
monthly  publications  under  the  above  title, 
on  better  paper,  and  with  more  pretensions 
to  the  character  of  a  postal  magazine.  The 
world  is  wide  enough,  and,  we  are  happy  to 
say,  the  spread  of  postage-stamp  farore  is 
broad  enough  to  find  scope  for  the  circula- 
tion of  this  and  many  similar  periodicals. 

An  Eton  collegian  gives  the  opening  paper. 
The  next  is  a  review  of  rare  postage  stamps ; 
Part  I.  containing  notices  of  the  rarer  issues 
of  Europe,  in  many  cases  giving  the  market- 
able values.  This  latter  feature  would  he 
usefiil,  could  any  permanency  be  given  to  it ; 
but  all  collectors  must  be  well  aware  that  a 
stamp  at  one  time  common,  in  comparativelv' 
a  short  period  becomes  rare,  and  vice  vend. 
In  the  former  category  stand  the  earUer 
issues  of  Oldenburg,  &c. ;  and  in  the  latter, 
the  5-reis  Donna  Maria,  which  we  remember 
not  very  long  since  was  almost  unattainahla 
The  writer  is  scarcely  correct  in  some  of  his 
statements ;  remarlang,  for  instance,  that 
the  envelope  stamps  of  England  cannot  be 
procured  in  large  quantities ;  whereas  a 
shilling's  worth  or  a  hundred  pounds*  worth 
simply  requires  the  same  trouble,  irrespective 
of  price,  to  obtain.  He  says  all  the  postal 
stamps  of  France  are  easy  to  be  had.  We 
wish  he  would  procure  us  some  of  the  one 
franc  of  the  Republic,  vermilion. 

An  article  on  the*  Sandwich  Islands  intro- 
duces engravings  of  five  of  the  stamps  of  that 
locality ;  and  some  half  dozen  more  are  met 
with  in  various  pages  of  the  number. 
Reviews,  advertisements,  and  original  com- 
munications add  to  the  interest;  and  we 
rejoice  to  see,  by  an  extract  fi*om  the  North 
British  Daily  Mail,  that  one  of  the  uiaoT 
postal  swindlers  has  met  with  his  deserts. 

A  notice  respecting  the  first  three  series 
of  Prussian  adhesive  stamps,  by  a  London 
correspondent,  quite  took  us  by  surprise,  as 
it  reverses  in  toto  the  chronological  order  iu 
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which  the  second  and  third  issnes  have  been 
hitherto,  we  believe,  universally  arranged  in 
all  catalogues,  both  British  and  continental. 
In  common  with  other  collectors,  we  had 
ever  imagined  the  three  irithotU  any  crossed 
liaesas  the  second  issue.  The  communica- 
tion we  allude  to  transfers  them,  however, 
to  the  third.  We  must  take  leave  to  doubt 
the  purity  of  the  new  light  thrown  upon  the 
subject.  As  far  as  our  own  experience  goes, 
we  perfectly  remember  those  heretofore 
considered  as  the  third  series  coming  over  in 
shoals  upon  letters,  when  the  block  stamps 
were  seldom  to  be  met  with ;  and  just  before 
tha  appearance  of  the  present  issue,  on  send- 
ing U)  Berlin  for  specimens  of  the  current 
stamps,  we  received  none  other  than  those 
with  crossed  lines. 

The  publication  of  the  second  number  has 
been  deferred  until  the  first  of  May,  and  will 
appear  henceforth  the  same  date  each  month. 
The  ornamental  cover,  which  was  not  ready 
before,  will  tben  come  into  use.  Altogether 
the  magazine  does  credit  to  its  publishers, 
and  we  cordially  wish  it  every  success. 

Katalng  iiher  die  Briefmarken  oiler  Lilnder, 
Leipzig :  Zschiesche  and  Koder.  Third 
edition. 
It  looks  well  for  the  spread  of  the  postage- 
stamp  collecting  movement,  that  the  enter- 
prising firm  of  Messrs.  Zschiesche  and  Koder, 
in  Saxony,  has  already  exhausted  the  second 
edition  of  their  catalogue.  We  recommend 
a  careful  reading  of  the  English  preface,  and 
assure  our  subscribers  they  will  find  it  worth 
thcT  while. 

As  we  previously  remarked  in  our  notice 
of  the  former  edition,  this  publication  does 
CTedit  to  the  care  and  neatness  of  the  Ger- 
nian  press.  The  paper  is  tolerably  good ; 
the  letter- press  unexceptionable;  and  errata 
few  or  none.  It  is  not  likely  to  command  a 
great  circulation  in  this  country,  as  we  pos- 
sess several  manuals  of  the  kind  in  our  own 
language ;  but  no  doubt  the  German  postal 
wnateurs  will  very  largely  patronise  it.  We 
think  a  priced  general  catalogue  quite  a 
nustake,  from  the  mutability  of  the  value  of 
^  things,  postage  stamps  not  excluded. 
Next  month  we  anticipate  the  pleasure  of 
Walding  Mount  Brown's  fifth  edition,  \diich 
^  probably  appear  ere  this  sees  the  light. 


THE    BRITISH  POST   ABOUT   THE 

YEAR   1780. 

Hark  !  'tis  the  twanging  horn  o*er  yonder  bridge, 

That  with  its  wearisome  but  needful  length 

Bestrides  the  wintry  flood,  in  which  the  moon 

Sees  her  un  wrinkled  face  reflected  bright ; — 

He  comes,  the  herald  of  a  noisy  world, 

With  spattered  boots,  strapped  wais^  and  froxen  locks, 

News  from  all  nations  luinbering  at  nis  buck. 

True  to  his  charge,  the  close-packed  load^  behind, 

Yet  careless  what  he  brings, — ^his  one  concern 

Is  to  conduct  it  to  the  destined  inn. 

And,  having  dropped  th'  expected  bag,  pass  on. 

He  whistles  as  he  goes,  light-hearted  wretch, 

Cold  and  yet  cheerful ;  messenger  of  grief 

Perhaps  to  Uiousands.  and  of  joy  to  some ; 

To  him  indifiercnt,  wnether  grief  or  joy. 

Houses  in  ashes,  and  the  fall  of  stocks, 

Births,  deaths,  and  marriages,  epistles  wet 

With  tears,  that  trickled  down  the  writer's  cheeks 

Fast  as  the  periods  from  his  fluent  quill. 

Or  charged  with  am*rous  sighs  of  absent  swains, 

Or  nxmphs  responsive,  equally  affect 

His  horse  and  nim,  unconscious  of  them  all. 

But  0  th'  important  budget !  ushered  in 

With  such  heart-shaking  music,  who  can  say 

What  are  its  tidings  ?     Have  our  troops  awaked  ? 

Or  do  they  still,  as  if  with  opium  drugged, 

Snore  to  the  murmurs  of  th  Atlantic  wave  ? 

Is  India  free  ?  and  does  she  wear  her  plumed 

And  jewelled  turban  with  a  smile  of  peace. 

Or  do  we  grind  her  still  ?    The  gruna  debate, 

The  popular  harangue,  the  tart  reply, 

The  logic,  and  the  wisdom,  and  the  wit- 

And  the  loud  lau^h,— I  long  to  know  tnem  all : 

I  bum  to  set  the  imprisoned  wranglers  free, 

And  give  them  voice  and  utterance  once  again. 

COWPKK. 


POSTAL    CHIT-CHAT. 

India  Proof  op  the  Mvlready  Envelope. — One  of 
the  rare  impressions  frx)m  the  engraved  desi^  bjr  Mul- 
ready  for  a  postage  envelope  has  been  advernsed  in  the 
Times  for  sole.  It  is  described  as  *an  India-proof  im- 
pression—one of  six— from  the  original  block  engraved  by 
Jphn  Thompson  in  the  year  1840,  price  twenty  guineas.* 

In  the  IIouse  of  Commons,  April  5,  1864,  Mr.  R. 
Long  advocated  a  cheaper  rate  of  charge  for  transmission 
of  newspapers.  *  If,'  said  he,  *  a  cheaper  stamp  for  news- 
papers was  issued,  it  would  bo  a  boon  to  the  public,  and 
would  not  be  an  injury  to  the  revenue;'  but  the  matter 
was  not  taken  up  by  the  house. 

A  Costly  CorRTSHip. — At  a  public  meeting  recently 
held  in  Binnin^ham  it  was  decided  to  erect  a  statue  of  Sir 
Rowland  Hill  in  that  town.  TBe  Rev.  Dr.  Miller  ad- 
dressed the  meeting,  and,  in  alluding  to  the  benefits  of  the 
p^nny  postage,  said  that  he  had  a  very  painful  recollec- 
tion— and  they  would  excuse  a  man  who,  in  these  matters,' 
was  now  in  his  dotage  (laughter),  and  wished  to  take  tha 

{>rivilege  of  babbline,  as  old  men  did — but  he  bad  a  very 
ively  recollection  of  the  expensive  character  of  his  court- 
ship, which  took  place  he  would  not  say  how  many  years 
ago.  Every  letter  he  received  cost  him  eightpence,  and 
as  he  was  never  vain  enough  to  think  his  love  letters  were 
worth  eightpence,  he  always  paid  the  postage  himself; 
and  the  conscnuence  was,  nc  never  exchanged  a  letter 
with  that  lady  out  it  cost  him  sixteen  pence. 
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Sir  Rowlaxd  Hilj.  has  addressed  a  letter  of  thanks  to 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  for  the  flattering  notice  they 
have  taken  of  his  services  in  ai^^arding  him  his  full  salary 
as  a  retiring  allowance.  At  the  same  time,  he  takes  ob- 
jection to  a  passage  in  their  minute  intimating  that  he 
was  not  the  nrst  to  suggest  a  uniform  rate  of  penny  poet- 
age,  and  claims  for  himself  the  sole  and  exclusive  credit 
of  having  made  the  suggestion.  To  show  that  Mr.  Wal- 
hice,  formerly  member  for  Greenock,  had  not  made  the 
suggestion  before  him,  he  quotes  from  the  last  speech  Mr. 
Wallace  made  on  postage  reform  before  the  publication  of 
his  pamphlet,  in  which  he  advocates  a  minimum  charge  of 
threepence,  and  an  additional  penny  for  oery  50  miles. 

Conveyance  op  Maim.— ITie  sum  of  £574,236  is  to  be 
voted  by  Parliament  this  session  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  maus  by  railway  in  the  United  Kingdom;  and  the 
sum  of  £146,016  for  the  conveyance  of  mails  by  mail 
coaches,  vans,  carts,  omnibuses,  and  pneumatic  tubes. 
The  chief  payments  to  railways  in  England  for  the  con- 
veyance of  mails  in  the  year  are  these: — London  and 
North- Western  Railway,  £82,416 ;  Cheater  and  Holyhead, 
£30,200;  Lancasterand  Carlisle,  £18,206;  Great  Western, 
£49,829;  North-Eastem,  £39,177;  Stockton  and  Darling- 
ton,  £1^11;  Midland,  £35,190;  South-Eastem,  £23,635 ; 
South- Western,  £21,620;  Great  Eastern,  £21,367 ;  Great 
Northern,  £9,877;  Bristol  and  Exeter,  £9,875;  South 
Devon,  £7,479;  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire,  £6,900. 

Who  Omoinated  the  Penny  Postage  ? — One  of  the 
London  daily  journals  recently  permitted  the  insertion  of 
a  statement  respecting  the  originator  of  the  penny  postage 
rate;  but  the  information  given  was  incorrect.  *The  fol- 
lowing is  the  fact  .-—William  Dockiuia,  a  merchant  of 
London,  did  not  *  set  up  *  the  penny  rate  in  London  for 
the  collection  and  delivery  of  messages  and  parcels.  This 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  post-oflSce.  The 
party  who  did  so  was  named  Murray.  He  was  an  uphol- 
sterer, and  commenced  his  private  speculation  in  1681. 
In  1683  Murray  resided  his  interest  in  the  venture  to 
-  Dockura ;  but  in  a  trial  at  the  King's  Bench  bar,  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.,  the  right  to  circulate  correspondence 
was  adjudged  to  belong  to  the  Duke  of  York,  as  part  of 
the  General  Poet ;  and  in  consequence  it  was  then  an- 
nexed to  the  crown,  and  the  revenues  arising  therefrom 
were  made  subject  to  the  payment  of  pensions  to  favourites 
at  court  and  other  *  distinguiahed  personages.'  Dockura 
was  compensated  for  his  loss,  and  made  General  ^  Con- 
trolls; '  but  for  subsequent  malversation  of  the  funds  he 
was  eventually  dismissed  the  public  service. — The  Grocer 

Fob  the  Amusement  of  our  Readess  we  give  the 
following  *&iglish'  ]H«face,  extracted  from  a  German 
catalogue  of  posta^  stamps : — 

*  By  penning  this  new  edition  of  our  catalo^e  of  post- 
age stamps  we  have  preserved  the  early  division  into  the 
five  parties  of  the  globe  and  the  alphabetic  order  of  the 
particular  states  without  regard  to  their  belonging  to  a 
gr^iter  confederated  state :  we  believe  by  this  manner  to 
facilitate  very  much,  ana  by  means  a  complete  index, 
the  use  of  thii  catalogue. 

*  To  this  new  edition  have  we  annexed  the  prices  prin- 
cipally for  the  reason  for  sending  it  under  cross-envelop. 

*For  avoiding  all  possible  errors  we  beg  now  our 
honoured  committers  to  denote  their  commands  only  by 
the  continued  number  of  the  catalogue. 

*  By  sketching  the  emissions,  we  nave  us  limited  but  to 
give  the  main  cnaracteristics,  as  the  names  of  portrays, 
arms,  emblems,  or  value,  and  the  colours  of  print  ana 
puwr,  so  that  no  mistake  can  take  place. 

*  Some  catalogues  ^uote  of  stamps  and  envelopes  of  one 
and  the  some  emission  and  of  one  and  the  some  value 
diiferent  shadings,  as  light  blue,  light  red,  etc. ;  we  have 


this  object  not  taken  in  account,  than  it  occurs  to  often 
that  the  colours  change  under  the  action  of  thesun-Ught; 
in  other  cases  such  differences  in  the  tints  find  thdr 
^und  in  later  reimprcMions  of  an  tmchanged  emisnon, 
in  which  the  coloured  ink  or  paper  not  humonizes  all 
over  with  the  first  print. 

*  Also  have  we  excluded  the  so-called  Essays,  beesuae 
we  cannot  think  that  such  stamps  which  have  never  cane 
in  public  use,  can  have  some  value  for  a  ooUcetion. 

*All  new  following  emissions,  which  are  given  out 
after  the  publication  of  this  catalogue,  likewise,  peilispi, 
necessary  corrections,  are  brought,  fw  the  future,  imme- 
diately m  our  monthly  published  **Magaxin  fiir  Brief- 
marken  Sammler." 

*  By  comands  we  entreat  our  honoured  committers  to 
demand  always  more  ^stamps  or  envelopes  then  is  the 
amont  of  money ;  it  occurs  sometimes  that  we  hare  not 
all  the  desired  stamps  in  store,  and  in  this  manner  it  will 
be  possible  for  us  to  equalize  the  amount  of  the  sum.* 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

DR.  GRAY  ON  THE  PRINCE  CONSORT  ESSAYS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoaxwi.' 

Sib, — ^In  reply  to  an  inquiry  re»>ectiiig  the  Prince 
Consort  engraved  stamps,  1  may  obsrare  that  I  hsvc 
only  seen  two  or  three  separate  examples,  which  were 
offered  to  me  for  sale,  and  which  I  declined,  as  I  vu 
then,  and  am  now.  convinced  in  my  own  mind— both 
from  historical  evidence  and  other  circumstances— that 
the  storj'  of  their  having  been  exhibited  before  the  Par- 
liaraentarv  Committee  on  Postage  is  a  fiction. 

I  may  ooserve  that  Mr.  ^ow  Sir)  Rowland  Hill,  in  the 
first  edition  of  his  pampluet,  proposed  that  all  letters 
should  be  ohaived  by  woght,  and  mat  when  weighed  the 
postage  should  be  paid  in  money  over  the  counter :  the 
pa}inent  by  means  of  stamps  was  urged  by  other  peraons, 
an^  was  considered  by  Mr.  Hill  Wore  the  Post-Offioe 
Commissioners,  and  even  in  the  second  edition  of  hit 
pamphlet,  only  as  a  subsidiarj'  or  secondary  way  of  pay- 
ing the  postage.  Mr.  Hill  s  Committee  of  Mcrcnanti 
and  Traders,  who  treated  the  questicm  after  the  plan  the 
Reform  Bill  had  been  aptated,  were  at  first  wished  to  use 
an  envelope,  and  one  printed  on  a  particular  kind  of  pajHT, 
made  by  one  manufacturer,  was  the  favomite,  but  the 
other  naper  makers  and  the  stationers  obieeted,  and  to 
meet  tneir  objection  the  Committee  circulated  a  party- 
coloured  stamp,  like  a  medicine  stamp,  as  a  specimen  of 
the  stamp  they  recommended. 

Some  other  person  proposed  an  envelope  with  an  em- 
bosased  head,  somewhat  like  the  embossed  head  now  m 
much  in  use;  but  this  stamp  was  not  adopted  by  Ur. 
Hill's  friends  until  after  the  Mulready  design,  which  was 
Mr.  Hiirs  favourite  form  of  envelope,  had  been  rejected 
by  public  opinion.  The  engraved  Queen's  head  small 
stamp,  sold  m  sheets,  now  used,  was  not  suggested  until 
long  after,  and  was  never  slK>wn  at  either  the  Par- 
liamentary Committee  or  the  Committee  of  Merchanti 
and  Traders. 

I  think  that  is  conclusive,  that  ihe  stamp  with  the 
Prince's  head,  and  which  is  a  mere  imitation  of  th« 
engraved  Queen's  head,  could  never  have  been  proposed 
or  shown  at  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  as  stated  by 
some  person  as  a  proof  of  its  authenticity. 

For  these  reasons,  I  renrd  the  Prince  Conaart  Stamp 
as  a  modem  imitation  of  the  common  stamp,  produced  by 
a  person  who  had  not  studied  the  history  of  tlie  quewtiou, 
or  he  eould  not  have  produced,  as  an  early  eesay,  a  stamp 
that  proclaimed  so  distinctly  its  modem  cngin.' 
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SpHkiigaf  iniiUtioDa  or  iiretmded  stampii,  it  maj  he 
nrolkTled  br  viritora  lo  tlii:  Exhibition  af  1862,  that 
Onn  n>  eilubitcti  in  the  pdUrj',  bv  an  cn|;rav«-  of 
l»[il  not™,  ic,  a  rterie*  of  iroilationa  ot  postage  ataiiipn — 
English,  impricaHf  find  European,  wLii'h  did  not  prcU'ad 
tube  '««}■,'  but  only  Bj>ecimpn3  of  hit  ut.  1  havt  aeea 
•nmeof  Uie«  pnEravingti  in  pogtaxe-Htauip  Klbiinui '. 

BrUiik  «««««!.  1  E.  GKAY. 

iUSTEIiK  AND  SWISS  STAMP  FORGERIES. 
Ji  (b  Editor  af  Ike  '  Stamp-Collectbr'h  Haoaitnb.' 

SiB,^I  think  I  ahalt  b«  rEoderin;  a  lervico  to  Hiino  of 
Tour  auWribr^nL  bv  signaliAing  a  »cent  Htamp  foivery.. 
It  ii  Iht' old  Baoie  dare,  2\  rappcn.  Thv  diBtiDguiahiiig 
iliaractmslii;  of  the  countiTleit*  hitliiTto  knowu  vat 
the  Bnif>nu  bright  blue  ground  of  the  stonip ;  whilst  in 
tlw  genuine  article  the  RToundwork  wai  fonned  of  very 
mmuU  lines  of  blue,  floAel]'  crowded  tngulhcr,  yet  nut  bo 
muih  w  u  entirely  to  hide  a  white  ground. 

In  the  counterfeit  now  before  my  eJ■e^  the  forger  hoa 
jnftvllj  aucceeded  in  iuiilaCiog  this  diatinetiTe  mock  of 
itif  ■uihmtic  iuiie;  but  he  h^  iniaaed  the  alight  swelling 
m  the  middle  of  the  fleur-de-lis. 

Id  Ibc  original  etamp  Ihia  swell  ia  formed  by  a  strong 
blick  mark,  above  and  below  which  are  observable  two 
■Bill  parallelograiuii  cumpoiied  of  fine  lines,  and  canae- 
quently  eipodng  a  small  but  evident  white  npace ;  whiLit 
in  the  fnUity  these  tines  are  coarsely  lundc,  aud,  in  fael, 
tllOie  white  lijaee  nDticeable  in  the  Bcur-de-lis  m  want- 

I  have  laieB-iac  Bscertained  thee^istenei'of  counterfeila 
of  tli(  Austrian  joumiil  at«u>i>«,  head  of  Jlereury.  The 
'^msintative  of  the  yellow  ia  printed  of  a  dull  browniah 
pilof ;  and  the  forgery  of  (he  rose  ia  ii  dirty  red. 

There  an  few  collectors  who  do  not  poSHcss  an  authcn- 
^  •pteiioen  of  the  blue  Merrurj',  On  comparing  (hut, 
"■1  «ery  eaay  to  identify  the  fiotitiousstfinipa,  by  noticing 


ve;  this  line  will  not  be  found  in   the  genuine 
ma 

rntmaiked  yellow  Mercuries  are  also  on  sole,  which 
u«  eridently  falaificalions.  The  paper  ia  patthy,  the 
iaprewon  aliuoat  invi«ble ;  and  I  have  evei^  iv-uaun  to 
worludc  tli.it  these  impoeturo  are  produced  by  ehetoieal 
•ftury  froui  the  genuine  blue  stamp. 


Touia  very  faithfully, 
Irtate.     ■  CAE09. 

THE  HOLSTEDt  STAMP. 
^>  At  Editor  af  Ihi '  BTAaF-Cai.LECToit'B  HAOiirvG.' 
Su,— As  'straws  abow  the  way  the  wind  is  blowing,' 
1  hd  that  a,  sentence  in  vour  lust  article  on  'Newly- 
!«afd  Stampa'  may  niisleail  annie  ns  to  the  way  the  wind 
i> blowing  in  the  Duehtcs.  Tour  sentence  is,  'It  would 
KRD,  bwu  the  adoption  of  the  Danish  tj'pe,  that  the 
pstal  aulhcBitiea  in  the  reiolted  provinces  hove  at  least 
™ii«h  procliTiticft,  or  they  would  surely  have  issued  the 
JJgiaal  proTisicinal  stamps  or  something  akin  lo  them.' 
Hu  eipUnalion  ot  this  is  (hat  the  govemuient  of  these 
VivrOM  (puticularly  of  Schle«irig;  although  not  nomi- 
Brily  is  really  in  (he'hands  of  the  two  powers  who  are 
now  at  war  with  Denmark;  and  they  have  repeatedly 
nuuuneed  that  their  object  i»  the  redress  of  certain  vio- 
iitid  conditioaa,  and  by  no  means  do  they  desire  the 
■cvennee  of  the  dnchics  from  the  kingdom, — and  sa  their 
leuon  for  keeping  the  Danish  type  of  stamp  is  qoile 


ling  of  the  people  of  tliesa  '  revolted  province*.'  That 
feeling  is  as  slrong  as  it  has  ever  been,  and  their  sever-  ■ 
ance  from  Dcnuuirli  will  bo  the  only  salisfcctorj-  setlle- 
iiien(  of  the  ufl'uir  as  far  09  (he  BchleswiK-Holsleineis  ara 
eonrcmed.  When  (he  government  of  these  jirovinoca  ia 
allowed  (o  fall  into  the  hands  of  Ibe  inhnbitanta,  then 
may  stamp  coUeclors  reasonably  expect  soitie  better  thing 
in  (he  aha™  of  a  newlv-iaaued  vanel)  of  Ihe  old  stiunu. 
I  am,  Sir,  yours  taithfully, 

London.  A.  W. 

DEALEES'  'BLACK  LIST.' 
Tt  the  Editor  af  the  'Stahp-Collector'b  llAaAzlNll.' 

Sin, — In  consequence  of  the  great  naniber  of  frauds 
respeetable  stamp  dealers  have  recently  suffered  from,  I 
would  Bu^nirest  to  those  that  have  been  (bus  victimised, 
an  exchange  of  the  addresses  of  all  persons  who  havo 
obtained  stamps  from  tliem  without  pavment.  I  have 
not  come  olf  myself  unxathed  in  the  matter,  and  shall  b« 
therefore  happy  (o  furnish  anyone  in  (he  triido  wi(h  the 
names  aud  a(ldre«sw  of  those  who  have  imposed  upon 
me  in  this  manner,  provided  be  fumbdies  me  with  hi* 
'black  lUt'  confidentially.  Would  tt  not  be  weU  lu 
advertise  the  names  in  (he  Stamp-Colltelar' •  Uogoiitu  ! 
Yours  obedientlv, 

Bttfatl.  HEXKY  It.  VICTOR 

THE  BYDSET  TOSTAGE  STAMPS. 
TiiE  following  interenting  letter  from  one  of  our  correa- 
poadents  appeared  in  Solet and QaeriH  in  February  last; 
and  (hough  ihe  first  guestioti  is  satiafaclorily  aoswered, 
yet  the  remainder  of  the  inquiries  have  as  yet  recdved  no 
farther  elucidation  in  the  pages  of  that  periodical.  It 
orcura  to  its,  therefore,  that  if  brought  under  the  notice  of 
our  numerous  readers,  some  one  among  them  may  perhaiM 
he  sufficiently  conversunt  with  the  official  history  of  the 
eolonv  of  Sew  South  Wales  to  be  able  to  furnish  us  with  ■ 
some  instructive  information  on  the  subject.  Several  of 
the  subjoined  remarks,  it  will  be  observed,  were  evidently 
suggested  by  Dr.  Graj-'s  comprehenaive  article  on  tha 
Sydne}'  stamps,  published  in  our  flrsi  volume,  page  2S. 


ANSWERS  TO  COERESPONDENTS. 

J.  W.,  Lewes. — The  photograph  you  forwarded  Cot  viuw 
appears  to  represent  a  Russian  bill  or  receipt  stamp. 

M.  CaaisTus.— The  only  difference  we  have  ever 
remarlitid  between  perforated  and  unuerforatcd  atampa  is, 
that  the  former  art  perforated,  and  the  latter  arc  not. 
You  must  apply  to  more  acute  diacriminalors  than  our- 
selves to  detect  any  other  variatioD, 

C.  E.  P.,  Ch.  CL,  Oiford.— We  have  heard  of  Jladeira 
cakes  and  Madeira  wine,  both  which  are  very  agreeable ; 
but  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a  Madeira  stomp  iii  our  albums 
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A,iir.  p.,  Yeoril.— Yoiirr8nOa**eirte«iiMii«gmm»B. 
Not  xi  th«  green  fi  renlaOonfcdamlt,— The  p«rfiii  sheet* 
of  mc*t  postn^  BlJimpH  contnin  nt  the  bottom  a  fi^re 
Blrailar  nr  skill  lo  the  mmll  ratting  tou  MiclotifKl.  We 
fanvG  BeeH  dien  on  the  AealB  <if  the  Fnmrhi  CogUtb, 
Huiu  KoD^.  Ubenan  Btampi,  Sx, — Poiged  itaiupa  require 
a  volume  to  thi'inwlves,  n^iii'li  want  is  nupplieif  by 
Mmot".  Moens'  or  Lewes  A  Pembwten'ii  work*, 

T.  H.—Ths  vatm  of  the  blark  and  hhie  Miilreaay 
eOTelope*  is  ^ttpid^]■  inoceaiinfr.  Proof  impressiona  in 
India  paper  •pit  advertiwd  in  the  Timet  h  fi'o-  necks 
bwk  at  tWenli'  plineHn  each.  OMItpratwl  cirpiea  ftleh  a 
ahillilu  cr  sigktetn|Hice. 

.  W„  Belfaat.— Tour  tjiroo  Braziliaos  niay  bi>  of  tboee 
aUudrd  to  by  onr  Frciifh  correspondent  In  the  Apfllnum- 
btrof  themapwine.— The  New  GranUn  ia  alntoat,  Vat 
notMrfrotlT,  id«Dtical  rilh  our  nnuiOe  Mieriutnii. 

Willie,  Ansli-y,— Vc  should  be  sorry  to  imilale  the 
Paris  CHlalnjfue  joii  hoM  up  as  a  model.  Mnlij-  of  tile 
[ »  not«d  rla  not,  nor  ev*r  did,   — ^  -   —■-'-- 


coainiltT  has  not,  nor  ever  had,  Ka  OTerKhelmiiW  fTO- 
pottionoftbeBtnmpshe  prices  for  sale— We  adimt  thf 
I)™d  letter  Office  stamp,  or  any  other  fiwikiiiK  a  letter, 

•Mian 

ys  Hlbi 


^  stamp,  or  any  other  fnmkiiiK  a  letter, 
intoauroim  coSrolioii. — Hie  iMian  sl^nifted  la  Tiw 
hrti- FapUr-XBruiaU  in  IjUJi^r"*  iilbuiu,  are  the  nm- 
pspcreuirency  of  Federal  Anierira.— Tho^e  oull^-cl,  limhru 
lie  relouy  it  Austria,  Itre  whirl!  ai»  dtyled  here  eomplt- 
msBtaries.'^Thettampsiif  Yaodi  ViulinthnitiuidalLather 
Swiss  loeaU  hare  beea  nuxt  eitensively  forced,  und  are 
diffieult  to  mwt  with  Btnuinp,  even  in  S»-itzerland. 

R.  H.  0.,  Kottinshttiu.— TV  Maok  pBnn  j  Vietorla  is  a 
ColomlM.— Ws  know  nothiw  "f  Siearagila  &  Co.  . 

J,  Y.,  Leicester.— The  3-on.-  Swedish  ' 


•fdod  the  bisire  Frimartte. — Jfuch  ilifonnalion 

inted  reapeetiog  the  United  StatM'  local  ■[ 

'"-    thai    the   different   oalairs   (' 


yet 


u  pvsaiblB  thai  the  different  oabirs  of  UuMcy  s, 
Floyd's,  and  others,  may  have  been  ,i^  for  different 
beat*  or  districts.      Wb  shnrwdly  Bn.«pcet  that  a  ervMt 


nuDbcT  of  theae 


tuikJe  tiui  ,fiui<;iM  of 

ette^  to  the 
l»red  fat  local 

stamps  of  the 
Jig  the  Btampi 

be  taken  for 


lampUmenl  to 

y  blue  (New 

.  in  ISef.-The 


e  Lot,; 


in  the  [ornier  cobc  it  vill  most  ptiibably  be  snpoiwded  hy 
that  of  the  prasent  aoverHign.  The  Llt«ni!««  of  Kii^ 
3Uni*b^eha  tho  First  is  on  the  suurliit  and  blue  <«ii»- 
siona.— We  can  onlv  account  for  the  ehunKea,  without 
appaiml  necessity,  in  some  6t  our  owe  colonial  Blamt», 
as  Swan  River,  when  thw*  has  breB  no  sllcratiall  in 
value,  at  b  some  c<»itineutal«,  as  the  Danish,  larly  Pnis- 
aian,  &c.,  wliea  the  colour  has  not  been  elianged,  on  the 
supingilion  that  the  votti,\  anriiorities,  ^m  inoti>CB  of 
eawiw,  court  fiivpur,  or  otherviie,  fhtae  to  piitroaut  u 
ditfercut  or  eieccisc  the  taste  or  iuEenoity  of  [he  aauio 
enfimer.— Tho  values  of  (he  (rrem,  bfuiS  mid  rose 
Rai-badoes  are  one  haU^Onv,  one  {K.'mii-,  lini!  fuBrneaee 
rtipcetively. 


vJ.e-.S^UtitrBMl:— i;btml4aB$>*frtep.tfltirnmi[>i 
stamp. — We  have  more  than  one*  quoted  inetancea— «i 
the  Jamsita  shtUini^.  Ibr  eiliBple— of  receipt  stamps 
being  designcdlv  or  can-'lesaly  allowed  to  pass  for  postal 
purpoaes. — Writera  of  queries  an  erpecled  to  enclose  a 

— Tshspoci— -' *-— 

adfawi 

av.al. '  below  which  ii 

ONncr  ia  l2;Aoit  Rmalt  dcrin 

, .^„^T  at  each  top  comer.    Can  inv 

reltdetli  oblige  nsw-lth  infomratioD  reapMtteg  ucb 

age  »t:imrL      .    .      .  _      ....       ,^   

lelteA  belW,  ii  tfte  ntrlty  to  itinch  aftughl  afttr;— 'Ilx^ 
stamps  of  Zurich  with  1*13,  one' figure  in  e«cl>«raei,ait 
Swisa  essays  in  the  guUibilitr  of  poalonipOnuiDiais, 
E.  M.  H.,  Hmigi>rford.-Ve  We  So  doiib(  of  tli^ 

E*iuine  ehineler  of  ioar  Genera-  enMlnpe.  We  had 
ng  ainct.heutilorit.'  It  n  ealaki^ued  by  M«i>f  .1^- 
rault  ill  his  manual,  which  we  nview  Ihia  msnUi,  snJ 
rUl  be  fbund  in  Mmint  BMwn's  fifth  M.Hibti,  a»  allu  tk 

■"      ~  —  ..  -  -SMill 

of  the 


doubl*  QeAcvit  stamp.  The  othnr  atmap  tna:  tan 
locdl  for  StoakhaliD,  Kionc  soiHtvetli.'il  bj-  the  \irovi 
sanje  pBttem,  whieJ)  in  ils  tura  li:is  gireu  way  t 


for  Enjliah  (ollcdorr,  «  S  Wi  inlition  a£  wiueh  ia  50*  tri- 
vertiaed. — TJie  price  of  Jloeua'  Stamp  Attum  vanes  fium 
8  to  In  frunra,  aeeoRlin;  (0  the  styU'of  hindlog.  The 
body  of  the  wstii  is  Odi  aanevi  all  -aiite^-  Ihe  plan  i* 
pretty  muoh  tlio  lamic  as  Lallier'a,  but  caniad  opt  in  ji 
more  satiafaetorj-  manner,  Wc  consider  5l  the  best  *e 
H»Te  seen,— The  stamps  pvcn  with  the  magntittt  sr*  n« 
inltrchaaKcable. 

^  J.  STOVSioSjIItiileT.— Wc  should  have aaid.;Bio»t  mm- 
taoDlal  dealens^  af  SlocnB  of  Bruewls,  Zschleiidle  siJ 
Koder  «t  Ltqpmg,  fte..^1fe  have  before  Baktd  So  awl 
ahaoU  be  g\id  of  liliaNe  infonsatioD  rnitctiiig  Uk 
Wenden  orXivonian  slauipa.—The  old  lubcck  ha>e  l«ii 
forged  iu  shoiila,— We  hare  Seen  no  itullafiona  yet  ot  tht 
newVoneiuela^.-^Oar  ooUeotloniniafarfmu  eDatptcte.— 
A,  roUecliou  of  Upwaidunf  1,000  specijnaua,  including  tf 
locals  only,  aud  350  of  which  are  ujieanceUed,  uisj  be 
pronounced  a  good  one. — M'e  have  befote'  said'  we  dd  nol 
sfipraise  itunpa.  A  penny  Van  Dietnin  old  in  valiuUD. 
HoCUS-FoctM. — n  e  fssr  tho  reasou,  for  tlii>  sinillaiily 
b<,'twcen  Ihs  onus  of  the  I>ile  of  Muii  uiiil  Ihnse  eguird  un 
tbc  Keapolitan  stamps  lies  hid  in  the  obarurJITof  the  fit- 
historic  annals  of  Europe.  The  progenitor*  of  the  Mau- 
inon  may  havft  efaierated  froin  Naples  or  penelialHl 
thilher  bom  their  own  island.  " 

J.  C.  D,,  Cheltenham  — llie  aegna  taasa  iu  Itidy  n- 
■wcn  the  turui  purpoao  M  tho  10  eealunua  a-pemiv^iii 

LvDovicT'a.^-^ouFd  such  an  Utopian  coneunitnatloii  u 
■  compute  eollbotian  of  potUg«  stunps  be  evct  attsiae^ 

it  woold  be«heap  at  twc  hundred  guiiuaa .tVe  balk'i' 

the  idea inlended  to  be  conveyed  bv  the  nj)re»enta,tioD  oa 
the  Nevis  j)oahige  Stamps  is,  that  Nevis  being  poor^  culw 
was,  n,  or  ought  to  be  »uppott*d  by  her  sister  i»l«*fa.— 
The  121  cents  blue  Canada,  asd^  oonU  Uue  New  Rruu- 
niok,  if  genuine,  m*  valuable;  it  elicniituK.witrtliiew.— 
Eneliah  ucws]jaiKJ  Btiunpa  may  witS  propnety  fill  on*  or 
more  siipplenuntury '  pa|^  in  a  piwtu  aaUmtkiD,  »i  also 
franks,  die— Wo  auspect,  jour  Tiiniikd  aiswnsy  blue 
must  have  Ivjd   i^  nonuid  colour  eitnicti,-^  — IV   \i 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  MY  STAMP  ALBUM. 

CHAPTER  X. 

ALL   SERENE   AGAIN. 

^  At  length  are  stilled  the  hearings  of  that  breast : 
After  life's  fitful  fever  he's  at  rest. 
Doubt,  fear,  anxiety  for  ever  cease ; 
Heuceforth  be  welcome  piure  and  perfect  peace.* 

Allan's  letter  contained  a  few  words  in  his 
sister's  writing,  telling  me,  in  sad,  affecting 
terms,  that  her  brother  had  died  sleeping 
calmly  and  peacefully  like  a  child.  Tears 
filled  my  eyes  and  grief  my  heart,  when  I 
finished  its  perusal ;  but  despite  my  sorrow, 
which  was  deep  and  earnest  at  the  untimely 
death  of  one  whom,  though  brief  our  friend- 
ship, I  loved  sincerely,  I  lost  no  time  in 
discovering  Emily's  whereabouts  from  the 
woman  they  had  left  in  charge  of  their 
house  at  Kensington,  and  found,  as  I  had 
expected,  that  they  had  gone  away  sud- 
denly for  their  former  home  at  Wiesbaden. 
Though  still  weak  and  debilitated  from  my 
loQg  illness,  I  travelled  night  and  day  till  I 
reached  the  Schloss  Rosenberg,  and  demand- 
ing admittance,  was  shown  to  the  room 
where  Emily  was  sitting  alone,  with  a  look 
of  earnest,  gentle  melancholy  and  sweet 
resignation  on  her  beautiful  features.  At 
the  sight  of  me  she  started  to  her  feet,  made 
one  step  forward,  then  suddenly  recoiled, 
and  stood  like  a  statue  of  surprise,  with 
filed,  eager  eyes  and  clasped  hands,  too 
much  agitated  and  overcome  to  speak.  I 
silently  placed  Edward  Allan's  letter  in  her 
hand :  in  silence  profound  as  mine  she  read 
every  word,  then  looking  up,  said  gently 
and  simply, — 

'I  should  like  you  to  read  this  also,  Mr. 
Sotherby.' 

I  did  so,  and  never  before  had  I  been  so 
completely  astonished  and  amazed.  Trans- 
fixed with  surprise,  I  perused  its  extra- 
ordinary contents.  It  detailed,  with  many 
expressions  of  penitence  and  remorse,  his 
robbery  of  my  stamp  album  and  its  valued 
contents.  Some  few  days  previous  to  this 
act  of  meanness  he  had  received  a  note  from 
Emily  Davenport,  whom  he  had  known  for 
years,  retjuesting  him  to  obtain  for  her  some 
rare  and  precious  stamps.  Knowing  that  I 
posfeciised  them,  the  idea  of  taking  mine,  and 
thus  gratifying  the  wishes  of  the  person  he 


most  loved  on  earth,  had  by  degrees  entei*ed 
his  mind.  Long  had  he  struggled  against 
its  insidious  whispers ;  fiercely  had  he  com- 
bated with  the  stealthy  promptings  of  the 
evil  spirit ;  but  finally,  on  hearing  me  leave 
my  room  that  disastrous  night,  the  tempta- 
tion had  proved  too  strong,  and  in  a  fatal 
moment  he  yielded  to  it.  The  fear  of  de- 
tection if  he  took  only  the  most  esteemed 
had  induced  him  to  possess  himself  of  the 
album  containing  the  entire  collection ;  but 
then  hating  the  very  sight  of  his  ill-gotten 
treasure,  he  despatched  it  by  the  next  morn- 
ing's parcels  delivery  to  Emily,  making  it  a 
strict  condition  at  the  same  time  that  it 
should  never  be  shown  to  a  stranger. 
Shortly  after  this,  encouraged  by  the  affec- 
tionate, cordial  tone  of  her  letter  of  thanks, 
he  had  written  and  proposed  marriage, 
pleading  his  long  and  ardent  devotion.  He 
was  firmly  but  kindlv  refused,  and  then  it 
was  that,  disgusted  with  the  dull  monotony 
of  his  life  in  the  counting-house,  he  had 
thrown  up  his  situation  and  gone,  miserable 
and  reckless,  to  seek  oblivion  and  distraction 
in  continental  scenes  of  gaiety. 

I  read  no  ftirther,  for  with  a  low  cry  of 
joy  I  clasped  the  sobbing,  trembling  girl  in 
my  arms.  But  I  will  not  weary  the  reader 
with  an  account  of  all  the  explanations,  the 
delight,  and  reconciliation  that  ensued. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  my  fair  and  noble 
Emily,  with  many  a  merry  laugh  and  arch 
joke  at  my  doubts  of  her  lawful  and  right- 
ful possession  of  my  stamp  album,  freely 
forgave  me  all,  having,  as  she  said,  always 
thought  there  must  be  some  misunderstand- 
ing between  her  father  and  myself,  but 
believing  also  always  in  my  love  and  faith ; 
and  with  a  pretty,  modest  hesitation  avow- 
ing that  my  absence  had  made  her  very 
wretched.  I  sincerely  hope  I  took  this 
lesson  of  trust  and  devotion  to  my  heart : 
I  know  I  took  Emily  there,  and  amidst  her 
tears  of  joy  was  sealed  a  fresh  compact  of 
renewed  peace  and  love. 

Much  as  I  appreciated  Emily's  delicacy 
and  womanly  feeling  in  never  having  men- 
tioned Edward  Allan's  offer,  still  I  gently 
and  tenderly  warned  her  how  nearly  a 
want  of  perfect  openness  and  candour  on 
both  sides  had  wrecked  our  happiness ;  and 
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aciing  6tt^thiH  priiihcipflb,  I^Wctt*  to  Mr. 
=  DaSr^nfiort,  Whom  I  ftxtfnd  iii^  t'bd'  libw^+y. 
He  t*eceived  m^  w^h  till  bis  •  ciistxw^affy  coW- 
tifesB  and  haiightmesa^'  but  'h€i  hiard  jne 
calmly '^ti^  the  ^nd ;  thfexij  '<n4«;omfe  ^mth  ihe 
fervour  of  my  'JJ'teaditt^,  or  •  s0tn^  restive-  of 
human  sympathy^  and  kindfceHng  yfet  left 
ill  his  stony  'b<isa8t,  «fter  a  ^%ht'Bhow'tof 
anget- and  refeSBtaiice^^  he*  yielded^  and- once 
more  gave  his  consent  to  otirunioilj!     •       ' 

.    ALL  S   WKLL   THAT    ENDS    WKLL. 

*  The  t4ile  if  miish'd^  rc^doi-s.     Now ,  ,     ^ 

'    Unr  being's  TMid  and  aini—rf  \filV-^  '  ' 

',     ,    ,  And  bid^  you  ^reweU,-7-avch.i!^  ^^!^,* . 

MoNtTHS  bav^  pa^ed ;  Emiljjr  ifr>  ;noiW  ,  tiiy 
wif©;  and  96  I  ait  ia  the  gathwing  tvtiHght 
with  her  i  soft  hand^dasped  in  mvi^,  we  i  iMdk 
with  At  tender  ,regi*©t  4)f,  the  .deads  with 
Bweet*  bwght 'h)Qp0i  oC  our f.happy  futnUe ; 
and  of-  the;  long,  years -i^etruat,  ton^spead 
together,  hallowed  anid  blessed  by,  m«timl, 
cooiiding  lovoit  Tbea:i  gradual^,  aad-imper- 
ceptiWy  the  conversation. giide^Mto  anpther 
channel,  a«4  we  talk  with  ga(y  n^rtib  lOf  the 
folUesfOf  Uie, p$«t;  and  Emly  imgh$  4^Mi vf 
her  musical,  ringilog  .laughd^ wheA ,  abe  r^oajs 
Tay-miapicions  and  doubts  of  b^i  tputhl  and 
honeatyi  andl  miscbjicvQU^ly  laskp  goOd, 
YfQT^y  Mj!»k  M«Aso»^  ;wbo  now  presides  as 
*  to6k  in  e»r  Jbappy. ,  little  ,hoinei  wbethen ,  sjie 
;  resemblea  the  'Miss  Eia^i^y  '  wJboee  id0ntity 
had  8o  $trange^  piuswJed  jti^.i  and  Nvho 
paiifies;  our  .door  very  ofte«  clad  in  all  -the 
cOioiHjrs  of  the^  rainbpw,  ,her  ligjit  anbui^  (?) 
curls  and  b?aad,  irod  ^Q.^imng. m  the  aun. 
J4r»  Davenport  has  xetnmed  to  thcScbloss 
Rosenberg,  «ince  poor  Mrs.  Davenport  has 
atlasti  gone  to  her  £na}:reat,<  and  £mily  d^d 
locoapy  thei  bouse  ^hich  w^  formerly 
takeQ<  at.  Ketnsittgton,  and  where  y^a  are 
often  visited  by.  Edward  AUaa'^  sister,,  nc^w 
t^/wife  of  a  l4)ndQn  .mprcbant.<  She  iso, 
pretty ygentlei  and  B^f^ble  .^fpnian^  andt  she 
aud.  Emily-  are  alreiady  swoiTpt  bosom  Jwnds. 
Charles  >  Lawaon,  too^'Whom  I  bad  in  other 
l^nd  absorbing  inteffiets  Ipst  ^bt  ^pftv  turned 
up  the  other  day,  and  often  dashes  in  tq.  siee 
UB,  He  is.  the  -9ftme  good-beattedi.  noisy, 
liftir-braiiied  JPellpw  asteveac,  1  -  ,  '  !  . 
.    XhaV'^but  o9[ie'.eiKCuse..to  oSer,   p9ttient 


isladoff^  £oh  ) thu^  >  i  wi^airykigi  -  yvM I  wiih^  i  ithis 
recital;— hi  •  dLoi :  henpebldctd  L  and;  Hate  •  faoen 
obliged  itherefoiiB  to  ytteld-^aa*  man J^  better 
and  hmaer  tmfen t 'have. '<Aone 'fbeftiBef-^rJta/ the 
I  wifhek^  of '  njy  wifey  in  i  thus  i  pvfsenting  to  the 

pilblicTttK   HftffDOBY>Oi^'ill«|  SffAMBJiiiBQlij     ' 


J-L. 


I.  // iti  I  >u 


< '  I. 


l,.r..r- tr!  ■j>»'j:j'l A^ 


.air;.l'^i^^^. 


SKISTGHES'  dF  ■THB''L^^».'E^0^V^ 

■'"  ^'  •'  ■'  •STAMP"COUN5*R!lEI5:'""'V'M  ' 

I  -  *•'   ol   Ji  If)  /     t"  -r  //     •  ■^;':    A  t.;i  .'ill  '  -f  •  ' 

'    Tr.-ii^kE|1)ANl^rAK'^F^IN0IFAIMtHa' 

■     -I    -M'i   M     -n''     -It      '    '   '      -r,,     ')■/*>'      !'       'f.ffUfhifl 

......     ,;,    ..M9LpAYU^.^DW^,Vf.i^pi^^^^^^^^   ,^_.,, 

Wifffcf  Michael  tbef  Bravp^^ojipiiied  itb©  gwat- 

ness  of  Wallachiftki,  HSs  sticfoessje^ilSertpn, 

wia«:  bn  a«n<able  man,  .b«t'  n^tithea?  t  ©le^ii*^  nor 

pQwer^  enough.,  fori  a  rMlwJWf»  slW^fc^itorbn- 

lant's«kl](^bj.    Srom  tbi^^pelriod  Ibe.prisM^ 

of  ;b<ith<  the  Dandbian  .|iri)>\iiaa€iafwereim«« 

ptippets^itb  thenhaoda  ofitheiTiuidEi^h  finttiajas- 

Ifc  i«r't»Tufer  ,that  iocoa6ional['T^^Uio>iB,..aB^ 

iuHurareotiondttoot.pWj^T  and"_fi«  ISS^lAve 

1  thottsajad-pefriahed  in^  a.W<K>dy  ,battie/betw«en 

.  thet  Tuiik$<  itheur:^lliet»,/aiiMi<febt^.  WaJlaQhiftns. 

Tbein  )MWYiQd(e,  Mattbewv^,  stiaiaii^^d  ,hi4!;ad- 

vantage  for  mw^p  jM^  «M-QOBW<yTaHy 

jrofoT«ied>the;giQfvewiiBentii  bUtjbbfte^wfcSlions 

.  of  ,two  off .  bis  priiQcipal  KivAttt^ibera  l^mted^  a 

roMoltvf  uttd^  .f)?e$6*feKof  i  KWob  itbel  \4kd 

■'in^  1654*  /..   )i  ,,);//    ill      nnfi'.Mm  ./I    ilri/. 

^Ai  the  same  .time  reigneol  SasUr.fibe  Wdlf 
in  Moldavia.., :  At  few  .of  *be  QnaotweBftaiof 
hte  oelebffatikjd.  code-of  ite^t^Svn^ar/vam^wei  pr 
intereat  out  reader*:  i;Tbey)^0i|e.[fwPtJ?»'»n 
number.. r  ThOifirsit  waitld  h«Hae  .anitW^itiie 
6lave.owner6.offA*Wenc»..  iDt|]trobibited  Any- 
One,  fromharbwrinj^/a  fugifeiisfo :i$la?e,»'  ^The 
fourth  .se?eirely  pmni^^  entplmeva-iofpftl^ 
weighta  jOr  oaaeasur^i^  r  The  fifti^'^^i^need 

jl}li|e,it\jurer  of»a»y!friuAt,tirtiet<&jiiav.e  bo^ib's 
hand^  mt'A^ff.  ..Tha  eighth; -was  .>^wy^6ii- 
gulaa-i^  !it»pefmitfced.a,fenn4ldxitfrerii9tf.-ittiy 
.  oifhis  famUy  to  st^al  &Soyf\,  a«eoe(e,on:oliher 
suab  ^?vj(fe  occasional^!,  .bt»t  »otb mgi  oC  hii9tier 
value^v  Tbiene0ct.a)JU)|we<iia)iiakedoktsiantiiig 
wretch  tt) -»*e«J,  ^loti^iB^,oi!f^food.Vi»nA  the 
tenths  to  rob  .  the  lenei^yvi  oir-.-aiiy  cwfcked 
person  orr .  cniminal*  Theilfoupteeqtb;i4*Jn- 
fisoated.alUreasu»e8idi«Qqvejrod  lOT;  niewMi^of 

sorc^iry*'*  Xh^nfl?(t'^qiiiali0di;tlie  irmmudt^B, jof 
a  su^it^g  iiifiwit  .mwe*a^ven»ly  UiMuaithA^  of 
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a  tnaifj '/  Tfar/.si:i|te«iitb /'deprived*  ^  hniband 
'wUo  ididi  liotiisehd^  l«q^rali^)cdackl  liianby  >«>r 
rdkiiedi f necessarf )  t  physic  to >  i a  i  's&ik )  •  wifb^  of 
'  «}i7  *  ibefliefifi'  i<dei>fvs%>le)  ^om  t  her  ckath .  i  • .  m  A 
irailoBirwad-imiiisfa^d  <  imof  e//rigor(>ai4j>  t  thiiD 
a  ptmcide^Aa-  poisoner^  •  than  tanyi  cither 
assasain.  A  recogaised  surgeon  was.  to  be 
J»)W9^^^f:  ^hap  flj ba^Jj^r^oin  |a)  f CfOpFer. 
A  procur^  }^^-^pi^^<]l^;uil'jp0urea  down 
her  throat.  A  judge  was  directed  to  resign 
oflSee  rritHer  tHan  m^ey  an'  unjuirt  order  of 
hk  rm^Tfdigny^  i  >Ai  fa^lt  ,4!QTapfiit<?ji  Undf r  the 
influence  of  love  was  not  to  be  punished ; 
that  passfon  beihg 'considered,  like  drunken- 
mm  atid  ^tuwlttdsg^/iiifi^idiridii^bm^  the  Ve- 

'f  ^«'itri.<9^<b^iili«<fraiimi  <6f  Basil*  J  had/'  a 
^Wofi^e^f  ^Seat^^^ti  i;Eui*o^^fi}ftn<<tsiUi1u3atkin ; 
f^H^o>6f  hi0'l6^mdd  jmi6ij(^8  b^»it|^ttitiors 
td'the  cel0lii»irt^d  iFetwihe  tCiteaii  >  o^  ^RUskia, 
mS^  ^&tti'iiivmiih^sa^MbiitG&  the-  m^\fica- 
^n-ofitie-jgerriiftf'^rfiwt^edfc'lti  thaf  rettiarfc- 
fiibl^«rtirei«igb;i  Tbe»<»!to8^of  th0«»dvewteenth 
neuiwi^*  Wit^e$«ed'  %h#  rdgrn  >  tod  ^^6«m)ati<!>n 
oi^fdmmtei/  Sfetbtoj'^vWi^ihftti  itirtroAucfed'  ihe 
milttitet«^i'tlttti«e^wnd!'ihe  afcuwtifactUMi  Jof 

"fTtef^daiik'  ^iPfete^f'«fti8t»  hftve'i  eht^rtailnftd 
^^^mb^Sid  vmj^ifml^fHfmi  '(n^  'hi^JtMorsy  ^a^  we 
tM  hiin  iipl^4 1  ^Jxti^ndhi^fr^&AdJi'f  r^]atiu:us 
with  Ronmania.  He  was,  howevoi^,  pWwer- 
itibk  td{|)i«(He^  bi«>  ailing' Hj^itiSt^hd  sultan ; 
Biti^\Jim^*i4ft'  th*  tbesit  'oP  th^'  ^bbitianian 
'  prite^«66tii¥|^|itirtthilli^^od,  firsb  ti^  tbfen 

Mieafled^i*  CottbtiantittOple.' i   His  vast  <^©a- 
Wiii«ljfi*d  >tliW  Witter' of  ihi^t^    milHJrt^s '^of 

'•ifctcient*liidd«*^'6f » W^ilaeMtt^  '  bamthe'  the 

1^|^«rty^  Off'thft  :rtitpaoi(«*  Ottomans^     His 

MMt^lKor^^tlife  Itt^  nail*V€i-«<rvfereign  of  Rmi- 

<t(i^ia|  w«»ialf^'>bdh^ad6d4)t^  Oon^tDiaiin(7}lk3 : 

'4J8vivtfe'^'«ndi'har*  y^wng  ^hlMreni    artier 

hogging*  tin '  Hie '  tttr^elsi  df  tb«tt  |  oafpita*,  ttod 

<i£itt{^ .  relief  Jwljevbral"  o4he*  '  o^flnti^es, 

^IfttUly' *^utid< •*  Tifa^Hi^ » in  '  St. ' '  P^teri^barg, 

^h»^  tiieirJi!ifle'^0']^eiiwotoed45y  tWei  czar. ' 

'^  A^r^^  ]()ravei*)' '  ^lH>boA»ic*<^  it  i^a*^«r  to 

flM'/a  ^|¥feett»hd^»©''thrtnna  elifevei*  iWAn  In 

Ohidii}^! 'n^V^heiyis,   ii»"  it* 'nature   had  te- 

««Hmi^i  d^  fhw  prodtiotrlve^'ptywtw^  fbr'^he 

p^^feotion  df y  fbwf iKtliviidual^  ih  that  it^land, 

AtokaMidk^  /M»tt^c»'d«tb,  '  loh  : :  w^hoto"  the 


■Mltaii  Waiww0d  tlbe  feQ»podl^|:¥hjp.  of,,JM,9l- 
d»vm  a«4  Wallaohin,  [wq^,  oijue  pf  tjjp,  ;paqst 
laccompliahed  pirih<Jfes  trf./hv?!  f^y/x^/j^f   j^ay 

•  Al^ei     lot  him  ooinra«w»0d' tjb^i8\tftjr  of,  the 

.Hiahaniot»i.  wl^ieh  .pxi^ttsdffoy.iu^^j^?  of 

•  half  a -century  in"th*!ee  .fawttilie^Qnly  W^bftt 
of  MavriTOOpdktcm  Bapo?iz*a,t  mA  Ghiq^, ,  In 
tho,, letter  jpart  of  itiUe  loeitury,,  a«d.i^  t^e 
•present^  otter. iGre^kfwiulies  ftw^qnftlly 
came  into >poi^eark- "'  ».-  -i-.»  >(.;   '--w^ -.*    . 

In  the  present.  pipjitJi  >ve  have  space  but 
for  a  very  cursory  view  of  the  events  of  the 
last  hundred  and  fifty  years ;  principally 
noticeably  as  evutencing  tjh^  gmdual  but 
untiring  eiiiortd  of  the  Rufisians  4a  establish 
an  abiding"  fboting^  itt  ih&  so6th-east  of 
'Europe';  arid  d'it^eeily  brindirectly^  condoeliig 
to  the  itetdmldiwg 'i56rtfpHcfttticttii  of  ^  ciriiTiin- 
fttAnces  iw  'c*r  oWn  tiwiesj '  which'  fertmght  the 
tiftturii'i ^tagoini.4th  df'iei^hli  betvtruriesH-.tbe 
Fwn^hniftH  and'  thb  Engifchhlafn;  th^ *  Ft»o- 
<»«tant  ^  ahd  '  Paptet-*Jto  .  C0ttih\no '  With  the 
wdrstepper'of -thel  f:M«e  jirophiit  hi  strict  .and 

-  tstiKJd^sdfdf  aflfioMbe  agftitl^  tlK>Bd  ^hriAtiaiiH 
of"tb^'0¥eek(:3hfirtfh,'^' whose  rtggv^^jons 
'festltdd' •  iw  th0  i^wip^lwu-y 'tle»tru<;*iott  of 
thm  JotttgM^^t^Bhiid  tfspvi'M^nsr  at,  the  stOrtn 
iaiid'captnr<e<?)f  Seba^W)poL-  '  ■   ^      f  ' 

'  *  B\^Gr  si*k)d  bho  %imi  df  Pet^  the*  Great, 
the!  orthodoxrOreetei  of  RotinianiAr  hxve 
*incHned  tio  theinrfdiotts^tt^gu^ji  of  Rjussia. 

^h&  idea  of  Again  'fortniyite  ftyfeMfcntiuui  the 
btipital  of  kti  etnp*r*  of  ^e  Etest  ^fme^uBt 
ittitdble  tathe  gigttn(?ie  g0)iiti«  of  Peter  ;  but, 
ti^lJke 'Other'  eo>fiqtrerott<s;  he  wtts  ttt  th©  *»qie 
tintfetoo  asfeute  tO'^ee  tbttt  the'  tft)tir<ft>r  that 

^^mstltaittatioti  was  tyht^y&t a^tm.  >    Htt4«ac- 

'-eefete<i$'8,  it  id  n<y«>vi(*«i6,  wbdldibe'^orily  ^)o 
^ady  to  (iairy  du4  ftheit  ^^ttt  pro]^M^ittW''8 
H^few^V  ^^  '•The  Ro^  tO'  C^trttaixi^opaie ' 
inay  y^t  oblinebf*he  ohi^eit^  of  ithe  ftariie 
empire.  '  PHfesilyinfltoene©  hfts^^jee^a  Itrought 
into  vast  ejC€*cifee;  And  to 'this  day,  whatever 
Gke^k^  chiit<elif  6r 'raonadtery'>  the  trftvei»ter 
fente!^  irt  Turkey;  ttre  lahowri  biM  ^tb  pinde 
ft  th^sJve  gol^len  c*4tdelfe(bi*tltti  or  niwjial 
©h^riched  #itti  fprecioirs  'fet^>*vesr,  the  gtfte  ^f 
the'c^zars  bf  fhi^sitt.  '  Werehe  n«rtt  one  dfthe 
bereti^iJfe  tiior^  haiefti  1  4n  /. tfee '  ^ym  ^' '  ,the 
dei^on^'th^wl'^retf  a'  musi^lAiari,  he'  wmitd 
be  further  treated»with  a'Mghti<jf'kMie'of  the 
Brtjall   oai^hismsr  prints   at  M«*<5bW,  in 
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Vrhlefli  ttbW)lill*  bb^iettce^  ta '  tli© '  <««r '  'of 
Rid^ia,  kn&  bi6  t*edOgnH50tt'A6  chief  of  tire 
orthodox  church  and  *twltttbli  'SUccefeeoT  *rf 
OihSt^tifafeJ  At^  !fttt4ong^th^at*tioIe*'^f  faith  ! 
'  In '  1720  F^ter  <^<5ncltfdj*d!  a  tr«My  ^  With 
the-PoH)^,  BtipulillJing  protedtilcta  for  R*i*iatt 
^j^rfniS^  or  ecclte^ittftticA'  thtdtt^hdut^'^u^keif. 
lis}  l7ZTth^  m\pt^se'Atmi0  d^iAmd&A^^ 
thbiig%^,  Booth  to  txiy,  rtMf-^^h^te^f(Ai^m 
b{  the  pi*ot€«i*tirfete ' of '  iiddsife'  ot^*ip'MoM6J. 
Wb»feeht«:  ■  In  iht»  mgtf  of' thei'emprt)^ 
telkabetfc  €ifti<ti6arief<«pp«»»ted  there,- «(edwt*y 
^nasHsih^  atoti-Tarkisk  fe^lin^  Sdm*  yeafe 
Ittte^  th^^  int^i^tte^  took  efibot*  andlito  ihb 
tmUe  of  OEitl!^*m0  XI:  the  Bi!id$itiii  6fik«(96B^to 
^veviitiat^  in  th^'  cmi^hefeb  of  Fokv^haadri  lik 
1772,  whfen  cohsideraWe  eboroaehments  dA 
th*  ttde  of '  Turftey  ov^  th*  DdnUi^JMft 
pHndipa>^e^  w^t^  agt*eed  ii6,  a)thoi)gh  iMJt 
povr^  still  tnetaia^  nominkl  authority  o^^^ 

In  1787  «h^  dottrt  bf  St.  Ptettt^bttrg  jof- 
ftiUy  httiled  the  de^livration  of  wui*  t^  tfarfe 
Turks,  6*risp^raied' at  the  tifJUi^tionB  teftd 
m^tiacies  <!>f  Ciithet4tid.  The  latter  8tiffbrt5d 
cortsiderabl©  rerei^s  5' but  at  la»t' Eit^Ui/dd 
and  PrusaSa 'ittt<>i»ft)red;  nlferttietl  at' the?  ttp- 
creasing  influence  6f  the  grfeat-  northern 
power;  and  Austria,  taking  fright  also  at 
the  evident  pn^itipn,  of  its  all^',  fell  in  with 
the  viQws  of.  Western.  Ejjrop^ ;  and.  tl^ 
treaty  of^  Jassy  was  concluded  in  l7'92f,  the 
Dniedtei*  bemg^  the  acknowledged  botnwiary 
of  the  two  antagonistic  empires. 
'  This  treaty  rirtwalifted  the  domittaiion  df 
'Rifc«di&  oiw  the  PoH)€f,  indudhipf  of  eour^ 
it«  RduniaiiiiAn '  dep^nderieies.  The  rig*t '  of 
prdteati6n  aveni*  all  the  Orbek  sutyf^cts  ^f  the 
Bttltati,  pav^  th^  way  fo<^  ahtto^  Hiilitiiited 
ihtbrfife^Sflce:  The  owwohtnau  of  the  pfince 
Of  WaUafchiti's  r^cretaty  was  puWidy 'stripped 
of  his  livwy,*b*catlse,  forsooth,  it  too  mutih 
resembled  the  Btissiaki  tinifbrm.  A  French 
rdtkgde  was  ari^sted  ih  the  streets  of  Jassy, 
aaid,  liotwitlistabding  the  urgent  remon- 
ritw^ibes  of  the  hospodar,  Oanned  off  prlswier 
to  Russia  at  the  expense  bf  the  principality: 

Th^  vietory  of  Austerlitfc,  the  p^ce^  ^f 
Tilsft,  and  the  treaty  of  Bucharbstv  '^ith  M 
their  compKeationB,  left  the  Danubian  piritoci- 
'}»alities  mti^h  in  the  same  cobdilidn ;  btit 
yet  the    Russiaiis    contri\'ed    to   secure  a 


fu);tfiei^*^<l«sikifi  bf  <  ^ipe«.u  ^irtAlidi^^this 
time    the    HetsBria,    or    society    of   Gveek 
pattiotm^  froni  trhbse  ^exertiiius  «v 'Utopian 
atHoout  of  suooes^'  ihls  <tfatici{)stod,>  «taptbd 
eidfirtehc^;  bno  of^ihb  '^rinoiptil'iieadefs  of 
whom,'  >  'Ai»KiMdtft  >  U)yp8il<nti8i''«ekheHyeara 
kilter,  ]gAined<:do«^deifabld  pre^eoiinsticaviaDd 
hddrihd^  jokt6d\t(y  the  bther  fc^^iforisifies  of  a 
gi^^at"  cKm4u«rW^'vrfaiclv  >he  dM  ^pmsiss^rQae 
ne^bessaty  ^i^uaiifications  /of  pitideiiodiiafid 
gobd"' hai^k, )  wbidfa'  Ue 'didl  ibjif^  ^insMeviil 
tiioidi6e4ti6fti>of  VQcideiUviiaditdnciied  itbe 
dediitiito!<of   fi|ou<^iea8tiera'MBui^pej  J  /(She 
cfnthusiasm  perviuMliEig  tnea^s r{ininds:/atrihis 
tlih&ia^  fkvout^o£  ^iB^-Qrodk  vevoltition^  tm 
boMside^bly*  h^hteaed^v^yut^e  tiBj^leoiid 
^ti^^  'of  Loffd  '!Byrbtir  1  3%[e>':  osfHratibkis  ^ijf 
lib«r^;  h^Wevei»^:pttov0d  futito};r  ttolEifteraU 
were' annihilated  I  «md  H)^psiltaiti»'cfied:ia 
exile  at  'Vienniir'  in  IS'lS^dartitb^iuntvioe^iage 
oiffthit^yithreb.*   ''■      '  •  it.'':i'>i;i  '>U  uiriiuu'  - 
'  The<  peace' rof  Adrk»iOp%e^>«ias>iftT0amhb 
to  the> pr^tl^sof  AMdo- Wdlacbiii,'a4oim 
i¥ygthe'hbspc^ar^>to  ben)ppoiirted^^ipilKiB» 
nisteiid^  of  >  <bemg  <  lidlile  <  >  to^  deip<)6iidcte>  t^ 
baf)rice '  6f  •  their'  prH)ie^t0t^i<  >  rThe  /  ^xyaous 
tribute  i^aid  ih  ^inlifto  thei'^Ott^Kliiaii8i,/aB4 
which  >ga¥e'<}aniM^^'  |S^H6vbus)6xaotidii%ifvas 
abbliih^dviMida^gtated'iafltiiiiEd  sUin  'ac^eptad 

A  <  few^  cottiparativfOy  ^tulo^eiitftil  t  :  lyve^ 
passed^  Mdi  the  l/reii6ii<tHe9ohitwa)afUiB4#s 
kaitated  by  so^^aiiy  'niiaor  ^bbwerai^ kindled 
eathu^asticardonr  in  llbMxMAr^Dadnii  7  •and 
a  bloodless  revbAiitv0ti)  of  iftwo  Aa^itresalted 

ineutl  '?he'oottstit«iettt'<^riefe  wens  scaroely 
«(jual  M&  mmhat  crisis; 'knd-O'OottiUor  (T^vbhB- 
tiou  supervened.  This  in  tarn  smxmmbed; 
^and,'  iinally^i  iliree"tiu«mberd'<of  rthd  fbiiuer 
pi-qVisional  gdVarat»eiU<  i^re  'Myminiihiid.Tby 
tk^  peo{^i  ahd  reoog«fe^  byiithd'Sttltaiiia^ 
'^  XjAetftenants'  Dotnifl^t  of  ^Rotuniida.'/^  ^^^  t 
This  adjustiiieiit  of  caUtterS  by  tiie  IhiykB, 
iprespective  of  any  triew  of  Ro&iaj  altvmed 
the  dignity  of  tbit  pdwev;  '  Tlure»tBj<  AiDuth- 
veiled  nndef  gu|se  of  expostulatidna^/ebligdd, 
thbngh  uuwMn^y^  the  OouHioftOtostaihis. 
nDple  to  resblnd  its  reeeoiiieibaietaieoisir  A 
^ort  oampargtt  result^  inthef  sieg^nand 
oapttfre  of ^Ehiohar^at^;  thetteliififameAt'oFthD 
^  iieutenonti  *  atid^  theiv  vp^iasasH*  an^  ^ 
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to6  9o#>:Tieaimad4UMl^oldiiVui  and  Wallaehift 
maxf  io)  Avsaiahi  r»iva^  (oc^pa^^ioil  \in  ISSd* 
Under*  4fai9tlt)ara¥e(  QittariiBiidba^^Stb^  eieb 
Eiao  Vefaomd  fahofielf  BC(t  so>  pbwen^sa  ia$  >bd 
stianpffidi^aii^  ito  eileiiijr  i  oould  nop^ .  icrosH  ^be 
Datnabei  tallj  ifehe  ilext ^^near. ;  >  rbilu^c  tjbe  arrival  of 
Uio  J'jronch  and  Bullish  a]li0fr/<of  i-Wi  siUia^ 
soon  Priced* thtoj^viu3iiia.feiQt,  ^d  ikn  B&.\i$bria» 
aiitlij  gaa|7d0d[th«Dimiib!an  pri^i|)ftlHii9»^)i. 
.rffbiiigbintimotieed  Qa£tofitbl3f,  tib«y^i  wqi^ 
no^  for^olioa^ifi  iib&i  treaty  tarraug^d  ,Jbyj:ibe 
gitea6lJ^ro|i^n/iPo^en»irat  ibe  O£iil»1c^i0A(t>f 
&e<fiiU88iai|>^wan£ti  18d&;.but>Hn>Jira^,not4iU 
^{sap^QOtentaiiry  i  cimv^t^pA  ^^.  iP&ria,  tfri4> 
jeai&iBt,t9r4ia(b9Ti  tiJG  |rQpoH*Qfi^^ommu^i»R 
afKiw^airjy'ideafftiethjed^for';  thei  pvfrposd:  of 
sounding  the  inclinations  of  tWi  iWwibitbiiits 
of  itiiosor  iph*0!Tii]icQS^  r  tioaA  fttdisflnitiMO'rr  Olf  .t!^hat 

iAader.rOst>80tiDgirfiheTn.  •  >Itm^f)thbvq]be<^ 
fKpeoted'liiai  (dJ^seanqaiarln^ .  i0<^miasi(n)n«irS 
rndd/bavei  i^^poct^  fivithfiiSy,  •  butth^  ^v^at 
^v.ed  > ;  oifaet wifld }— nth^  < :  is  ,io  i  sa^,  if;  •  tJie 
}Qelijaatix]na/o^>ihBMlip«tifraAiau8  .yr^rei  oon^ 
BoltMvatfdyU  tiXbe»i><2bn)ifmtioti.iae)^lj»d  itb^t 
Moldavia  and  Wallachia  should  coptiinue 
diflKnitedi  b8 >before  ;nbut: j^hei  two  bf)$t)oMr8 
dya%  a.  ffinrrmkmths  ilkfter^aFd^t  ii€ffi«l)(>at4Jie 
«ithe  irijEoe^// A}exaAd0r  /Goofsa.  wosi  •  »imQ9t 
teaaimtm^y  HiwlMl  to  ireigwj  oven  botb  pno- 
tiBba&iuBted.  v/Th^.  Great  Powers  ;W©p0  too 
inicb'ipocitpund'  with  iwbafc  sdeii&ed  -  to ,  ^bem 
xtifire;  >8eiton«  ^Haaiters  jto  i  atwit  4>kjectioBfl  ; 
and/  to   tbiBreaB^iPpinj^j  Cotmf^  ow^Biim 

"iHid  highiios^r  navMHrtbele^a,'  ha$  .eicbibited 
MuiBd£imimattj&Mf  ignomg^tbe  faotiof  the 
^nasittoiolfitatit^  b^J^jrigbt'ofipp^wer^  The 
treaty  o£(1858<jdtlpttlat0d  iforj  bi»i<<H>iiitia<ukd 
aMcg^Lise^  id  A^'tE^v^t  iSAdioth^imf^tlters 
aa  iqBliicb:(^>^6ain»:J)iolinedi.  toviwaiye -all 
pniiGip^bkak^l  I  Tbe^vT.^rlti^b  AU2eirraili$y«  b 
Moidd^-^aHiiobia 'i^/  new  pr^t^yi  g^tteTt^^ly 
ackmarwISigedjioobe  iA  do^  .latteiii;^  a^d  th^ 
^rinecrr^miikfiaiiee  f>f >  aU<  tigbtSyeU  engine- 
menta^  siad  iii  real,  tf  jabiAYoip^d^  iOA/^g^n)^ 
toiilie^ vemdBfilnKn^i^  ,dnd>  «xpr^3Qdj  <wi8^ 
of  ihe  Groa^rtP^iwerfr^bas.:  sigoalisad  bis 


^n%iw«tratf pu .  by ,  ait ;  a^bitraf y  oonfisqatiau 
^.tb(e  tege  flev/^nft^*  of  the,.riobi.m9tta»tjp 
propei^i^j.of  Jlc)arti^i*iat  ,t.^       ..  '  >  ^      >   t. 

; Itmust^ he hQn^ nn  mi^id  that  tbes^ tvaJLa*- 
Able  rel>giwa,e4dl^;^^r^l^nts  are)i|otepliely  the 
propeid^  of  the.  indigenous!  ©qolesiawti^iof 
Matdo^WiaUaahia^  ibair  ^Jois^i^  likewiae^jo^p 
«idemble  poss^wions^.  pj^pncjeeQftingv^tl?^  biv 
qa«$tfl,oC  w^ftkhy/ideyoto^  of  .p^ist  a^a  for 
fchei  ib0n^6fe>Qf  tbot  nMi>niartwiaa>  of,  Mpu^t 
Sin«i» ;  Mottnti  Atbofl),  and  Mmerjopa.^^iyifr 
religiofts  re^tabhshmwUi  :  ehnpoh,^  ,  find 
#hrinea  ttbroughqat  ,)tbie  Ttttkisb,  eqipijpe. 
The  imbffqgljoi  iO'<joj>auinon  with? the ^mi^orow 
other  «fcartlii)^  Aopiea  of  !<ihe,|)r^a0i^  ^eveutfal 
itinaesj.ocoupiea  a^ntion*  in,. its i turp  anjiiomg 
^be.eounoilfi;  of, Europe  ;..bnjt  of  the  .a^usth 
mmt  loan  be^  obtained  i^Qi  gli%ApsQ,.i^  th^ 
ri^motB  pempiective* ,  For  private  a^tpartir 
iJuiar  ji0afldws.pCJbi$^pwn,itb^lJjrieffiehj€!n^fHMror 
sides  with  Prince  Couza,  the  Italian  govern*- 
m«pt  tJuJbervi^nt^y^  following  suit ;  >  wJhdlQ  ^he 
rttmailiing  *  powfer&i  ^t)be  !,;pafcro^e  la)^ 
5,\wt*03,. a»d  religiau,  whiGbiiia  the  prj^Jp^t 
isingular  f  eowglottleratioJi  m  of  ;  wjtagoftistJQ 
jatigia^t  I  are  somewhat  a^malojwly  .repr*^ 
sen  tod  by.  Ti*rk<  Crreek»  anid  i  w^opk^ 
;'     '     '{D)be^comlud6dinour'iteat)i 


1    i>'i, 


n^  ' ,  r;  • 


Jl. 


*     '   ^ 
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POSTS •  9F  Ma^'s,  MoE^a,..     ,  ,     ,.  ■ 

O^E.fin^  aa(OM3JBg|,r.abo»t,  peyew  .^i^Mpight 

ttvopthat  sinoa,  vflxi^ti.  natiuue  seeni,ed  pr^pa^^ 

^to  r batch  .€(verytbingi^cept  .jwbat  w^;  arp 

gping  to  t^Vi ^  obovkt  to>  the'  .reader,  appeared, 

for  the.fir^t  tiflie  in  Paris,  a  gpp()ss  ,<jati(Jfttiure 

lof  ;tl^o  ^re^h, republic  stamps^  .prii^t^, in 

blaqk  cov  dairkt  bUia  p^^p^.    -At  ti;^  >t0p  poald 

ba  read  Oivm»<0**  it.the  Jb0ttonj,.fi«*fjr«^ 

.iljT*  0-,  /This  Ataippj  w#s  ,ug^y,^TTt90 , ugly  .and 

iu^prepossQssintg  that  nobody.  wo;uId,  hav» 

*  any  thing  ta_  do  with  it. , ; .  At  4^et .  ca^e  •  feir- 

rWrard  A  ooUeiJtQr.who^.afiier  muctshesitaifipn, 

boif^gbtit  for.»^^t  febuqa. .  Thii^n<ft"w  o^n^r 

I  wa4  ftocm  inp wja  to  every; .  on^|,  and  baoame 

itbo^^wbjectfOf  oonyersatio^  amcmg  aJU^tiffe 

aowt^iiiira,  i  as ;  «poni  ta«  one  of  .th^, .  acknpw- 

ledged   tba<t  be.  was  n^t  ji^noirant ,  oft ; .  the 

;exist6>n£i6  o£  tbe^  atamp  in^quet^Uom,  and  that 
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a  Hpecinien  was  kfi^W  ^fo  be  in  London. 
From  that  inmw^iit^  they  were  ready  tO' 
Bcramble  for  the  first  Corriehti?«  that  Ahould 
appear.  But  as  none  ^eamQ,  the^  begged 
and  prayed  the  perso»''wli0LhBd.'pTK>vided 
the  former,  and  who  Tfif\^  known  to  have 
inhabited  the  native  couuti*y  of  those  stamps, 
to  try  to  firomirei  more;  and  by  degr^etc, 
thanks  to  the  instruhlcntaHty  of  the  preeious 
metal,  one,  tw6,  thi'^fe,  fottr, '  fiV^,  feik  Cor- 
rientes  were  forthc«I>it>fiig,  on  which  the 
amateurs  laid  violent,  liarids, — glad  to  ex- 
change a.  papoleop  fov  one  of  those  burlesques, 
of  the  republic. 

There  were  then  a,t,Pa,iri8,  seven  collectors 
lucky  enough  to  possess  ^be.  Corrientes 
stamp.  They  excited  the  envy  of  ipany ; 
and  really,  on  Ipoki?^  back,  was  it  -  worth 
while  to  make  such  a  fuss,  about  them  ? 

However,  eit|>#|:  fconj,.  conceit  o^'.some 
other  reason,  people ,  were  found  who  had 
enough  time  to  spare  forf  contesting  the 
authenticity  of  those  stansipa.  Connoisseurs, 
who,  speaking  parenthetically,  knew  i^othing 
at  all  about  the  n>^tter,  rejected  them 
with  imperturbable  obstinacy,  metapli^rically 
trampled  them  undf,f  fi^^t,  and  by  dint  of 
high-sounding  words  jftfluenced  the  weaker- 
minded,  and  took  it  ujion  them  to  r^4e  ^^e 
high  horse  as  postage-stamp  criticg^^ 

Unfortunately  for  thewi  wiseacres' — who, 
as  we  said  before,  abs(*hiUjly  knew  nothing 
at  all  abon^  it'-^-not  much  more  Uiatt  thre» 
months  afterwards  some  more  Gociientes 
stamps  arrived,  not  hem  thesafhe  soiirce  as 
previously,  but  by  ji^efw*,  of  a  personage 
whose  very  name  guaranteed  their  genuine 
character. '  l^hc^rc  waj-;  the  letter  of  exptanaJ- 
tion  and  oflScial  sioiiktnre  :  nothing  Could  be 
clearer :  these  queer  Cornentes  had  veritable 
existence.  These  ne^  arrivals  wei*e  few  in 
number.  The  vahie  was  obliterated  witli  a 
pen  stroke,  and  the  stamps  were  sent  as 
new  ones.  We  shall  see  afterwards  how 
that  was.  -    '. 

Paris  dreamt  about  Corrientes  for  thre© 
more  months,  and  was  beginning  to  despair, 
when  all  on  a  sudden  it  was  reported  in  the 
city  that  the  stamps  in  such  request  had 
arrived  in  numbers ;  that  all  the  collectors 
would  be  satisfied  J  and  that  there  were  no 
fewer  than  two  hundred  specimens  of  these 


lotfg-ieipfect^d  ittdividdMls. '  Ilr  wMy  ^ii^  fact,' 
no  faille  helwN*;  'tber^  tfeey  -wew*  ifl  'Pwpis^ 
and,  moreover,  witfa'tbd  s^ihe'^gtnttoto^-aa. 
the  former,  for  they  canpie  from  the  same 
source. 

We  hflVcT  HiLd'  ^ho\^  ^^hb^tb  and€f^(6«ll  ^f^. 
Thist  tiirbe^  ihMs  sliuups-  ii^te  Mthddti  indioa- 
tiottf  of/  \takieJ  •  'Eacb  *he«tiliortt  (ittrtj^vtwo 
stamps,  eight  different  impresBioBBiebob  foil* 
times  repeated,  We  .h^ife  ^collected  the 
Corrientes  that  we  had  ftn^pj  the  influential 
personage  who  setii!^i4Kfll'Mist  importation, 
and  we  have  been  able  to /recognise  each  of 
the  eaghrt)  types  ^bsepvable  JB  these,  mx^hpije^ 
that  >  eanie  <  firom  .  the^  f^urce  ^^firit^  quoted. 
From  that  moment  we  felt  for  a^^^eit^nty 
that  the  earlier  stamps  were  not- >tMf  result 
of  a  dishonest  speculation.  -A  n  *  f 

U  the  same  env^^{w>  ^  these  two  hun- 
dred Corriei^t^s  was  euclosedia  letter  con-, 
taining  some  information.  »   ' 

Everybody  *  knows  thifct  -th^  sjtate  of 
Corrientes  forms  part  of  ih^  rUi^ited  provinces 
of  Rjio  de  la  Plata^  or  the  Argei^ime  RMiubhcL 
The  chief  to >vn,  of  tiie  same  nanie,is  sfttiaW' 
on  the  Parana,  and  noy  reckp^^s  ^wfen^y-four 
thousand  inhabitants.'  The^comme^  o^ 
this  city  is  active  aiid  flourishing;      . , 

I'he  first  postage  stamp  appeared  on  the 
16th  February,  L865.  lilt  ^as  one  real  in 
valae,  current  money,\andiftt  (eight  diffe;:;ewt 
impressions.  About:  ^^0,;.in  Qpna^uence 
of  a  depreciation  in  p9iper.ip^ne^,ti(e  post- 
age of  letters  was  raised  to  three  reals,  but 
the  same  stamps  w©i*e 'employed  as  formerly, 
only  tt*ah^fbe'¥jilu^-N(^b»t^0©l^ljy^'^  pen 
styokte.  A'  shiM^  time  afkfei*,^^a  rfetitificAtiofi 
wtts  ttiiiide' in  the  pt»^e  bmpkiyed  \fer  p^^ting 
them  off,  and  the  part  where' the  \«wdiie  ^sed 
to  appear  was  left  ei^'pty;  vnndj  m  ,  [ 

It  fbllows  tber^fdre  thrit?  ih^  *if^am^ft^pl«tli 
was  used  both 'fbr  the  -MarBt^  inai»k»d  in 
value,  one  real,  and  those '\\\i%ho«tmbttfetary 
indication.  The  forrtttf^  rUadUte  iare  in 
Paris ;  the  other,  ^^iff)^  ^^^  present  current 
in  Corrientes,  is  worin  one  franc  thirty 
centimes. 

Some  counterfeits  of  these  'stamps  have 
just  appeared,  c(5hiing  nboojly  knows 
whence;  and,  strange  to  say,  the  njrst*t«rt> 
copies  we  saw  wei'e  in  the  hail dfi .  of  those 

♦  Query.— Eb. 


Jws;^  1,  imd     T^iB:  I  S7:AV9-CC^X^P<PT9^'^»  i^^-^Il^^, 
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opfi^M^  to  tb«»9»rUQ«|tirk9o.wii  aiv^'ped'eotly. 


I  •  'f  ,•  i"' .  ' •    I 


T-T — TTTT 


-V- 


rp— T7T 


•1  I'l: 


-^ 


JNTo.  I. 

ADDENDA- » TO  MODKT  BROWN'fi  CiVr- 
ALOGUR'OF  BRITISH^  GOLONIAL, 
AND  'FOREIGN  POSTAGE.  STAMPB. 
Fil*fittEiHvio»s 


1 1 


I  ■ 


I  "t  \  \ 


"  ^Y  "ftioONT ' unowN:   '  '•'■  " 


t 


I  t   • 


I     II.     ) 


SNVl:LOi>l». 

-  'p^ '  induced:    Red  'Anjn  on'  ad*  paper ; 

'■    '  -'YoUatr^'    •  .-;[•. 

Pink.  :  -  -'  t 

"• ;  "•'"  €mJitt:  •   .""  • ;  • 

Ifame,  liiisi  o/ Prince  Albert  tu  ocat.    Col.  hip.; 
rect, 

'.     P/T>o/ 6(1.  Wuisn-greGn.     ' 
^ame,  "imki  of  C artier  to  ruifttia'  oral.     Got, 


lint). ;  recti 


Ifav^e 

Same  device.     CvC  imp j;  Yect. 

1.       Piroo/ 17  cenis  Dlacli:, 

III  1    '  "    I  v^i   • ," ,    .III''-    t   I- ' -. 


I 


' ''         ' !       I 


"Coila  iifa- 

5flme  St^t'/c*]^'^  1863;     Col.-krhjj  It^iyerett. 
'  "  jPW^/i  i^al'blick.     ''        '-      - 

/'. !  .   ..  itnmart.  ,. ,  ,  . 

Aprily  '18'64f»--T:Jn*cnyw^^r[Hp»3500Tp.  scni.iejaH 
•  '^vs^^'flgnveinv3hUer^liAjindica.iii^ 

1 J  schilling  gr©^.    I  ,!     ., 
, ' '  *  Chi*  fw^ ;  •  $quare.  • ' 

Same  demce  as  iasiie  of  1863.     Black  imp.  ori 

,/.,     '  ^''2P/.Ji  schilli 

^f0^ian^ularfrq/ine.     Cot.  ivij). ;   reef. 
i\  scTiillinfir.  flrreen. 


mg  yellow. 
SitytUar  device,   In^ictlption  In 


\ » 


.,  ...  |apkp.:  „     .. 

Sxtlnie  device  < ag^/is8Me\  ^of  t  Id&Sy  ./i^i^. . Mtiovilat 

!     -  '  iJ  thaler  orange.  •..-,:  • 
8'pfennige/bluei 

•':'  '-\r.  ".Jn^ia.  ."■.;:;  .v' 

18^»~M^/ttwe,  diadenied.  head  qf  Qii^eeu  Victor 
,  ,.rui  to  ^ft  in  pc^.,fratne,     CvU  iv^p* ;  o<ii* 
.     ,   8,an^^bl^p.(^e^b|Qad) 

■■ -Itals.  ■       ■■'•      ■■■ 

Values  ^aim  desigtis  as  No.  4,  pn4c  40.  '  -  Col. 
nrw.  ^  red. 

1  centesfmo  brown. 

5  pentesimi' mauve. 
10         ,,     '    l^ke. 

15         , '         fed-brcm-n.   '        ' 
30       '„      '  bhie. 
'    .  '40'        „  '     'light-green. 
\^;   60'   •'/„•  ■  /brown.  '  "       ' 

•2  Jire  black.  '"•''■■'' 
Same  iter  ice  H.'   BtaTlcbhp.  on  Cot.  pdper;  red. 
*       ,1  centdsiino  rose. 
'  '  '      ^  centesimibuff." 
■  "•■10      ''    "  ■     •  '■   ' 
15    •  ,  ,/       paje-blue. 
•    40       *„        \<^hfte.  ■  ' 
'"    60     '  „     'yellow.' 

2  lire  greeii.  '   '     -     '    ^        •       '    '- 

..    iloliena... 

Saihje  d^tfk^  asfint  issiw.      Black  imp,  on  coL 
'  paper)  rect, 

F«r.  10  cndt  poeei  '■ 

Aprils  lB^.—J?i8oription  [jBErUfti4CA  ouiENTAr.] 
encirdiit^  amis  supported  bif  .standards. 
CuL  mp. ;  red.,      ^     ~  . 

06  c^tesinaoa  laJke. 
08  ,>  green. 

10  „         .yellow-brown. 

12         .*,  pluov 

pto  Itunstoitli. 

Name,  engine  and  train  in  oval.     Col.  imp.; 

ohlong. 

Proof  1  cent  black.   '       '    ' 
Name,  diademed  bust  (\f(}tieen  Vict6^rta  in  otal. 

Col.  imp,  ;   reel. 

"   Proof  10  cents  black. 


i   1 


'  •  I 


l!Q2:f£I'A&nP-OaLKR4ET<DLR'S)  HDAGAZIOnEJ       [J6ftBil,a664. 


■■ ;  ';;;:, ;j,;;':|rtfiit[i3iwv,  ■■;,;; 

..  iV«/ S|Centav9B .green. .  .   ■  ,      ■  ■  ,,■ 

ioDB  ^tptiit.  -  :  -...■... 

}fd'iith,hHdnf-Qjie6n'Vitit6r!uiv!fh  dituloin,  in 
■  ovfd:    Ciyl.-kitp.fmei.  '■  '    -'■'       '"..-. 
PrtK/Si -cents' red.  ■' 

Tmf^  -„-  blabk.  -     ^;    ■ 

'      ■  Pw^lS^,;     green:'      ' 

".■,■;:;■.::;;. ., ;  i^an,': 

tJaim  4^i'jnmiNi}-  -S,  i>ag.a  £5.    QA^  mnjf.  ;■  root. 
5  peso  rose-piniti  . 

.  Col:  w^.-;  ■mriuia Jovitu.  ■  ■  -  ■        ■'■■!  ■ 
50  vsiB  oxen.     \    ■  -  •- 
....,  :,;U,0.  „,,,h)acv      ...,..,,.,  ■■■' 

•-'  '■.■■■' $^1  '§t\m.i  ■■■'■,  ,,!■  , 

Sitme  Jwto'jw  1859.-^(JW.  imp. ;  ',-ed.'    ''' 
•PfotfOS.  csTHline."  ■      '        ■ 

April,  1KG4. — SaimJefk^:  ■■  C'ui.  M*^-.il  '?«<.: 

'^  ■  ■  ^  ■■'  'fWllfflMB:.'  ■  — 

18«4?-^IVftWc,  fit:  G'M>r{i6  auil  VM.jmwttkln 
'a  tfartcr  lugrrib'ed  leitU  \mlde.  \   Ci^.  inip. '; 

-    2M''6d,  InJcB-rc'd,  "  '■'''. 

'■-  ilHittli  Siiitw  Jjf  ■$mm.  I  - . 


^fsttm  ILusttslia. 

Jfmr?l,18Cl.— aa,.ic,Z<.'c;<r<wlBl>2.  C<jl.iuip.; 

4d.  indigo  blue. 
AH  refereocea  are  made  t«  tbe  fift.h  editwn ; 
tuul  iivherc  a.  note  of  intQTrogd.bion  ia  planed 
ba}V)ro  tbiii^liMoriplion  of  a < Ktimi[>,  it  iiuptioa. 


■  Xp,  (,tie  pw^tj-^  mi  W  %  RWe  (rfjwvflUjfpM, 
W.e  £ire,(;op^pplle4  to  c^t  awfilwi;i«i|Be6^Bt»- 

I,tiqn,,of.«^,e?'Bf^y.ft  \}so. 
.ciaoj,,  PUsiof  t^oe«jwo.4&- 
.,8cr\bed  i^JWl^,p«j»(^|'fq^ 
bfit.  ^'iontih.„,,5'h|»,,,lgii(f. 
TOtjfjip^d  i,^r«ift.-«iid 
. ,, ,  ...  .P'^Pa*„tiBg;fii-,heftili,.M 
ff9  ren^rJt  'fl/fnotfieE.p^.cCitJiis.wwoljfcr, 
Imvc.come  forth  .to,^ul)tiWce,>j,i,tHjirjdeJiia,te 
colouj^s  .and,  elcgppt  aBpoaEa*op..pltQg(!tltWt 
tlie  b^utjr;.9f,,tlie,pM^dflvpt«jd  V.^opSlpp^TS 
to  iheir  congenera. ..  'tt|S,b%  ^  :l5feiiHer  aqd 
yellow  IS  ^l;(;^ite^.  ot,  .WwtcffbBiBi.i^-.liftw 
not  jet  i*a(i,|^ut  l^ve  ftuUx^t^i^eivunel^Bs 
for  ,tbeir,.exiateiic«..,„Tli«  ^((^  ,5  a^tfuUiitg 
adbesive  of  Mc(^y|nbncg„ap.^^»  s^jpjpatwj- 
wbeu  c,tm^ei|i{iw*ji,B'the,j:;^iiuigflof,cwliMa> 
of  tbb  envelope,  of  .tjp  rflajop  ,T^In9„,giT« 
place,  in  ,tbis.  .jwsUjipe,  ,pM^  d^ldfdly^ ,  ^t 
tg  its  betters,  .  Tli«,]^9 


brown  is  no  improveniieftt,. 
on  tbe  brighli  bliip,  an4  i^^i'  - 
regret  Prussian  taat*  i^d  ,.  . 
Ptoissiau  influence  bad  not,  , 
let  tbe  coloHTJ*  of  .tbp  Gar-  , 
man    stamps   aloae.      An 
eiigrsrviDg  of  th^  last  ema'- 
nation  from'  Lubcct,  pro- 
mised in  our  bust,  ia  bffir»  appenoed.] ..:-. 


Jdnb:!,  1864.1]        TB£I£T^lJdie-OaLLMimit'Si-aiAfiA£IME] 


theymtfy  tte  something  faRupBpi9f. to  those 
iii''lWebent''nse.   '  Wo  wkid  'al«u.  hraol^ 

•ograttei- 'iiid,-  vi)i;j  maVe  "  pFo-ifisd  that  las 
rtittps  HhtHild'  riot  \>e  Bjwiled'  by  tbe  bideoBa 
iBodeofannulb^icfn'  hi  present  age.* 
■I'ThfrdSeByretabe' steel,  iii  two  parts;'  one 
f*-tii*lriffdftl]iiMi— benring-  the  ting's  heaiJ, 
afid'tb«'^tier  for  tba'franieWVjrk  ;  implying 
ttlBit  tb^ 'ate  to'bc' iiMpMflaed  in  two  colours, 
Kk»  the  'BbSfetari  'and  some  btbers,  The 
Hjiper  'p6rtibii''ia'iA'h£(ve'thie  vrdtdi,  Betglque, 
aSd'ttlB' lower,'  'PbrffeA-.  'A  figure' denoting 
ttoiraiiae  fn  SflAh  (rf  the  t*b  TqwDr  comers.' 
l^i'^nUuUeiitfatioitiB-to'tyei^  to  the  in^pi- 
ntitM'of  the  ttirtibt.'-  '^'d^gns  to  he  given 
w'btfort'iJiily  Ist  of  the  present  year.  The 
dio  ia  to  b«'  ^  iTfacde  faQxl,  sole  property  oF 
garemmeTit.  after  thc'a^adication  of  a  pre- 
tt^houatnd  franda.  The,  ae  yet, 
|L  stamps  dtithb  Belgian  page, 
a  Very  large  aocessi<ni,  front 
B  that  will  most  nndonbtedly 
n  ;  if  hbt  refllly  to  compete 

«uege»lio».liM  hceni  naticipoied^  qid 
_2«utlionti™o(Bulgiuiuluve  tiiln>unicasorf« 
.  -h  their  canceUing  mirk.  Kreatly'  to  (he  dugiist  of 
Qie  tonushcT  W  fts  gotsnimieiil  uk . 


for  tho  prise,  stiM'fratD  a  eertaiaty  that  tfao 
sale  of  the  rejected.' itnpireaBidnB  to  the  large 
numbers  of  collector^  -spattered  over  the* 
whole   worlds  will  amply '  remnneratc  any 

B|)6ci]l&tivio  eng^vef  with  snfficietit  means 
and  talent  for  'assjgning  and  engraving  a 
sheet  of  essays.  MiOi;    :,,  .•.'■ 

The  present  paper  is  what 

In  the  French  call  Uyujoui-a  yer- 
I  drixi^  ...f|«gaya  in.  the  b^n- 
H  ning,  I  essays  in  .the  ^middle, 
y  and.  on  engraving '\of  the 
I  anecdotically  interesting,  ex- 
H  qu i sit clyi  engraved,  and  very 
K  recieroA^  Cobnell  essay  at 
the  eoA.  ■!    ■■    ■  '■-■  '■■  . 


CURRENT  STAMP  FQROERIES. 

Bt  EDWARD  L.   FEMPBRTOM,  lUTHOD  OP  'TOBOED 

sTAMPa:  now  TO  uerem' TSEUi' 
Ik  addition  to  the  forgeries;  enumerated  last 
month,  I  have  haardi  of  the?ollowing : 

BHi'iiKii  Gl'iaka,  16t30.-^^  o.  green. 

Tuscany, — A  new  iiirgtsry,  liard  tu.  detect, 
of  the  old  stamps  he^^ig.tlie  lion. 

Western  Acstrai.'is. — All  the  old  stamps 
and  the  p^sent  sixpenny, 

I  have  not  deen  the  above,  so  cannot  speak 
positively  about  thfi^: ,  The  old  18  kreuzer 
Wurtemburg^has  been  w.oad^i'^ly/imitat^d; 
there  are, even  two  forgeries  of  this  stamp 
now  offered.  The  least  successful  of  the 
two  was— when  first  pbown  to  me-^by  iar 
the  best  forgery  I  had  seen,  and  is  only  sur- 
paaaed  in  beawliy  of  'finish  bv  tbe  second 
imitation  of  this  stariip,  which  is  evidently 
done  by  A  first-rate  engraver.  The  No:  I 
forgery  (the  worst)  fails  principally  in  the 
colour  of  the  paper.  Real  18  kt,',  1850, 
Wnrteraharg  ara  atwaya  of  a  diilt  neutral 
tJnt^  light  nod'  dart,  the  dark  ones  iook  as  if 
they  had  been  inked ;  this  imitation.  No.  1, 
has  a  decided  tinge  of  red  in  the  paper.  In 
the  genuine  stan^j^  maarka' (Jver  the  u  of 
wuBTTEMKERa  are  decidedslrohes,  just  slanting 
a  trifle ;  m  the  forgery  these  are  shapeless 
dots.  In  the  forgery,  the  last  stroke  of 
the  M  in  wurttemuerg  is  a  trifle  long  and  not 
acute  (or  aitgult^)  enough,  the  laet  R  of  the 
same  irord  is  Hot  finished,  whereas  the  fifet- 
one  Is  pi^pdriy  shaped;    of  course,  in  the 
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genujiiie*  stemp  bdifi  thei'letlora  b  areltiike 
pdrfeet.  I    In 'tliei;foirge^  thfice  aie  fifilesii 
^liaes  beiiwooa'tthe:  lavc&8^!poiBt  ofithe  iam\'\ 
moad  and  ttie  base^of  ^figures  18 ;  Uw  genoUiet 
gtaiMp  iiiaiowB(imt  tfaivtiBdn:  lib^.  '  Thk  lpe8< 
tcel&Ml'  '^  bp«fi  .pasifUf  of  utke  figure  ':8  >  toiicE 
the  figure  iit  origmal  spccamBaa,  wheredt  at 
least  half 'Hie- liHto  kk^'iiot'iaiicAi  the  '  figure* ' 
in  'tbe  iiliitatibn^  >  jThe  fignpe  1  difers  in  this 
forgerp '  >  If -a  storaight  pieoeiof  pAper  be  held 
sd  ad'^  coveri  the  exact  vi^hti-hand  h^lfsof  ' 
the  coitral  diamond^  the  igenaine'  nviill'  jasti 
shoW  two  bits  of  the  *figti!re  8,  iirhilst  in  the  * 
forgetythis  irili. leave  -tJiio  good-aiedd  parts  * 
of  the '8  Tieible;  tke  lowesi;  rigfainhand  pajot. 
of  tlie  8  is  pretiy  ck)8e  to*  the  faranler  Hne  in  - 
the  gemnine  stamp,  but  i  in  4he 'fbrgeiy  is  : 
some  distance  oflf — quite  ithe^t^welfth' part  >of* 
an  inch:  '  I  am  assu]^  t^at  iMs  forgery  is 
lithographed';   &w. -would  think*  so,  but^  I' 
b^eve  that  ii  is.     The  Now  2  inntalioti  is 
blooki-pi^ted^  consequently  nearer  ^e^ongi'* 
nal ;   it  has'  the'  figure  8  plaoed  as  in  ^e- 
genuine'  (see  above).    >Tliei  fbllon^ving  will:  be  * 
a  '  good  test  for  a  genuine   18  Jcr.  j-^The- 
scrol}  .  omameat   inr  the    up^r    left-hand, 
anlglo' out-side   the  .)£amond,    toi^ohes   the 
border  line,  when  deafly  "priiitdd;  otiierMrisA 
look  at  rthe  ftmall  mark  on  the  ornamental 
soroU  iwluch  is  netirest  ^iihe  angle ;  it  points 
diarectly 'to  Idie  extreme  poiiit  of  the  angle ;. 
we^  may  ^^^  dittoy  a^ '  itegards  the  actx^  m  < 
the  angle  fclo^.    In  th^  No*  1  iotgery  that 
pairt  of  !tfae<likie  below  w  of  wOlsrxEHBBEOi^ 
s^hS^  ct*oioked.  . 

SpAiK.-r^Bear  on  tree,  I^  2,  3  cuarios^,  I 
ha^e  met  ^witlv  difierent  forgeries  of  thete 
rare  staihpiSiM  Tha>  oHdest  foi^ery  shorws  the 
two  aains'of  the  'bear  very  clearfy,  both  are 
equally  eliBar,  and  die  foliage  of  the  tr^e  is 
equally  ^laded  fchrou^houtj  Forgery  No.  2 
is  bett^  done ;  it  may  be  *  known  by  the 
foUowing  points  :^*-^be  o  of  urx^RiOtt  larger 
than  any*  of  the  tletteiB  b  in  cos&Bip ;  Jt  of 
nti'BRiOiK  rery  larg^  in>  dosnpaitiBoai  with  thid , 
N^  t^ie  oross.dn  the  top  of  ^be.  crown  oomes 
jtt;^ loielow  the  'fir^  stroke  of  4&e  n  of  iNtttBioftJ 
No.  8  fbrgery  is  Spire  Brothers'  revolting 
fao^-sim^-^^a  borHl^  ihingi-  No.  4  is  a  fine ' 
forgery,  it  is  not  mueh  sold,  but  many  col- 
lectors who  woold  not  be  taken  in  by  the 
ot^er' three   forgeriee^  would  place  :  this  ^at 


onee'jiii'4heif«lbumS(  -  llfie  tMlowiiag  ^99i^^ 
cldMrest    poiiktsiiof  ddffeirenjt^    :(.(illt)  Xbe 
crown  I  sho^ivta  \  <iire«  <  smaU :  (ertMHACAt^)  •  with 
parl^o^iitwo  o^bepst  itt'thOilowi^M^  poiEV^iMiaf 
it  ^'  I  these « &n  ^Oi  4  lare^  att>  rounded .  Qf9^ :  m 
theotiginal  stamp  the-  (^en^mbim^^i^  9(.yfdir 
delmed  diamond;'  (&)  Theb0rt9Oi^$t?oiiea 
around  I  th^  ootagi^riai  shield  ^tri0«  in.  the  ktft* 
hand  upper,  Onrneivinilici  ii^  nuiabeirrO^^tiBS 
the.  point  itti  the  corner— or,  eight >4tt^k«0 
and  a  p<>mt  wbuld  ht  a  move  .<^rfeel^  <)ea(mp- . 
tienrr-tfajs  i^  i thi^ *  i^I  »tttmp^i  t  whitot' ! i^he 
forgery  shows  nine  lOlear  4tn>k9a<  .a«  tpoiaU  in 
the  cornarvrnttie  lasi  «lH6ke  beiv^l  diitant 
fi»m  the,c6r»er»  i,(ii)  The.tWrd  ihanchi^rf 
leaves,,  oik! 4he(laflfhaAd'sid«,  miaU-goaUip^. 
stamps,  ha»  tw^)little(joniaBneni9i  belo^«  oi^ 
on  eakfib  feidoij  in  tAi&ffiwgefyi.Jfoy(i4^i,tth,0re.i0 
but  i  one .  li^e  'ornamenf  ^  teic^wi  t  tl^  hmah 
that  to  tbe  tight-hAod  mixoi^mg-  n  (i^yi» 
the  getiuin^  ^mp9,  .tia^  :is  ^,;^ta|r,inl^ 
oval^  iwhixth  is  <e^a(H^l^  nopposita-  t^iAm^ 
ornaBMbt8i4)elow..tbeMthirdfbnnoh/pft  li^i^vei?!;! 
tbig  forgorj?  basijfctlle  st$kr.  placed  Iqw^^^ftp^g 
a  ilev^)  with  the  4fopi  q$ ^ib^.im^e^iifyp]^^ 
bujichibelowi    j.Ij  ■!.     i-'j-i  ..t  n  .i  iPo-it  u,  *- 
;.Th6»2  cumHo^i yrtei fUe^^eii  issiactd^ it^is^m-, 
sequantly,  aA»  esfiayvnijl.  Wic^ve  !tbl^.i^iift 
mtidGv  -di&rent)  in  ^th^ttleMferiitg  t'Q.  itbp  I 
and  3  a    The  S.Q.  wt^  issued  nfim^^  ai^d  ymtk 
only,  in  uae^  fi^  a  few  tfiK^ntibii,4t  w*§r»upc^ 
seded'by  the  1  duartOiriM  '..-j.  iH;-i,(  .  .x-t.^H  .- 
Auarau.r- 1  Ipjouser,  ..W^MJjk;  .«,  ^i  »..  A 
I  imiidentlUy  mentifi^Qfed  thas  ^rg^.  ^ 
month,  and  hoYe  sinoa  had  an*  rQp|)9i?tmMfy  ^ 
examining  goA  ;  I.filid  numetQti$' Atf^^^^QW^ 
the  original  steaapa. aire  weodfblQo]^!  engr** 
vingBy  the  forgetty.  is-lithog?aphed»H  iTh^y 
have  a  Oef man  oitigii^:  a  ^i  jLanr«  jbeai^d  t)^m 
'sAoribed  taCobutfg.i     .m    .-^     ^  t;    .'i<<.'t  M.r 
(1.)   Forgieryy  lower,. patEi^f.iKtiiQT.l^TTr' 
and,  to  a  le^  dagve<\  in  kaI9 — ^is.jf^i^eiritW 
the  upper  pact;  the- .Ki  of  tK^is^oftM^tzeai 
sfamp  ifi  not  so  high  in  the  lotrer  kaUf  as  tf^e 
somll  A  wbitoh  Ibllowia  it  ,  ,($l)jQiipnuine, 
the  dot  aftw.  iqon  vof/  neft^  ttoticbw^  ithe 
small  pointed  ^im^cmi  oxv^am^t^,  JMJak^^Al^ 
it;  in  tbe^  fonreffy'the.dptii^rdistMt^  4(^) 
Gbnuine,  the;  small .  ori^aiDiOntfi  ,i)0«nd  .lA# 
coimer  Qiccles  never  touoh  tJi^QiCU^d^  4l^^>^ 
is^adtohafttsr  .2«rryifas>whu)h  U*,  oontiajiKod 
w<«ild  stpike  into  the  elongated  part  oCtN 
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80111^  iSiijLot  oll^'of  'tike  bmatnoiitis  touc^i 

wbtild><ifti8$  ^her'elon^fated^'paH'  of  ilh^  •  diBk 
matid^«ni2ltn4ut(< '  1  (|4;)  -  iGebuin^,  the'  sditaU  ' 
cmB^ota  fcb^  «nuimiit  of  ck»wni  ig^n^ver.elear*; : 
in 'thefiip^jr  fiiJ  i^iveiy)  distiucfcj  •  Very 
imrtiy  t»ilidt<  di^i^QO^  'sMghi  be  g^en^  bat<  • 
th0d«^i#iiisttflSe«<<ft)]pi>d0leation'  of  *  a  eoTsnler^ 
fffltp^^offee'ir'^x.  a.'  «.  Ikrt  black*  and'  blae, 
2^fr;  r^  And  ibpawii,"4  kr.  rod  ftikd'  b?awliy' 
a]«-^lI|^WthefMttle  die'^  ihi  2  4cr.  gr^n  k 
totiBy'^flfei^eiit^'theiotfeers.     -//     -     i 

POmVj  ^Vtwfes;^l?li^r*fti^  Antony  ft>rgerie» 
ahoii4^n%hel  'Mlowtri^i  id  a  sivref <  mgn*  lof '  a 
^tiide^siatiirp,  -Kioi-fdt^jf  has-  hbitated  it. 

pitk^l'^lii^^djat^ty'-^yf^i^tfat)  mait^fi  head,  is 
nak'mle  y^hft^<tof]««cifl)]jrion  tih^loaisidd, 
tyre  ^re  te^tirtlmib^  Uitt)^  li^if  <^  erigfa** 
vei^fti»0):%ad  ^ip|)^;  tbi0»><3oub]&  line  I' 
hat^»flet^  se^fir*  t|po>n  ti  fi»rg*ryi  ^A'  fergi^ry 
I  ]itt¥r4ktblyl»Mh^  hla«4lie'Kfa€i»  ^'fahAdinr  at 
t)W6"Uiokr^of  Uli«r4^<|bet4ftg  dii^w«^  Sram>i%tit' 
ttf 'l^f1})<  tb£^>ge^0il4>  sik^f  Ik  ndtet«  lotheirMrke 
than  from  left  to  right ;  in  the  genttvAe'  the 
^ir^<^^jiedttiMi^  iA^h^MM^'therWxLeB  of 
bubk^rdtftid  at^e^'^v^etylfine/.ttlsid  those^befaiqd 
tiie  ^i^^i;  4to  >l^*c«atli(  i  Is  Ahown'«k  issa«% 
frm  khe  h6\^^  itm&ttil»,  thci,  dubt,  too,  is 
ri^^^aisieif  ^sfai^'fe^t  fih^  sMd^g  above 
the  horse*8  bead  and  neck  i^  by"  simple  ^linesy 
wveP  by  aiiy  obtt*(tie.oite»'CtV)8«ing  them.  - 

'BkrAlBiJii|840«.^l'*?r8tee!*'bl$^  There 
are  f#(>' Vin<^d^>  of 'tMg  >Btiiiuf)i',  'the  com^^^ 
mdM^5{*yhkih)i0'd>deeid(dd  IrtJi^ta^ ;  iho 
oA^riii  nittt«K' bettor  d<!>ftei6tMid^eein(^&woodM 
cti'li^Th^  <b^t^->Mw-S(4d'i»  ^n  ii^itation 
of  J  *fe  ^«tW>oft6mj4<am^  ^  but  -is; '  litiiograpiiw 
The  following  are  the  diS^^revve^s  •  between* 
thB'fe^il<faeil3llo^t)te'«ttd'w0(Kiimt^ —    : 

•ifibfegW^k^Tbe'  dtttlhitf;-oF  ihri  figttrel 
^^U  fi&fect,  ttt^the  bfese"  fesp^iallyi  IvokenJ 

WoodBiii<i.-i-»Tlii  i^Mf<4tn4  Mt\hi^ '  is  -flpttiwed 
bf/fat'blabkvKiie,  sb  thtti  t7)ie<!s^jfye  of  tii» 
figtfrc  is  d!e!*r  4fiid  tfnbJ^oken  threnii^otiti* 

9W^<.aM>g«»miie^^Th(e  tonfgery  «s  a- 
<feiifled  lit^Oj^t^h;  priirtfed  ift  t«r^  bfaujk  and 

c«M^p'tl(«ii  ifl'j^i^tiiner  of  eithe?  sort  ^  the 
wtt#^fe6«ie^  flgtires  are  •  merely'  outMned, 
wMsfc  f#tt!  ^t  ^'ihe  four*  are  in  variably 


shodM  in  the-'genxkiiuei .  1?hd  goomdiopoii 
whieli  these  snwU  S^vos 'are' placed  ift  t)£ 
smdl  dikuDndsyxarrsaged  ioj^altemata  rowa 
of  lUaokand  .whitei.  .  Kow<  in!  the  ^cmuina  . 
stam^i  the  righi«hknd>lDrar^  coTi^V' hois. one- 
of  >  the  dianiDfvlB  lairg^)  white,  apd  pointing 
directly  inter  the  Jdwest^  ligfatohand  angle  ^  o^'  * 
thBrt'edrnair;ithe  ^diumoaid  «boVe.tiiiri  large 
onetonofaes  ithe  ansJi  figurei  1  with  ctaQ 
pdikit^  ahd«tit9  ouitline  of.  the^  sqfUare  eon^ 
tanningrit  .wdtfa  the  otfaer.  (I^havecKmlled 
then^  diamonds^  'frDmiCDuiPteons  inotrros^  bn^t 
they  'are^  very  -  h&Ahp  formed  enes;)  -  The 
f(»|gery  <  has  -not  a  large  diamond,  j^ini^ng 
intto  the'  o6m^  tfaere  is  m  'small  ebe  -which 
nearly  joints  inttt  the  lower  rig^it^hftnd  an^, 
and  thfiyditimdnd  above  .this  one  does  ^  not  ' 
tonch  the  small' figure;  > 

'MooENA^— ProvdaiDnal  ^,  20^  4iO,  80  oeofc. 
This  is    not  <  a  •  inew   forgery,    but    is    tbe 
best  I  knennn  of.  thesb  atatips^    It  is  :£tom  the^ 
same    sonroe'asi  th6<  Ibrged  lS58i  Parma^ 
desoribed-la^M)  mdntk     {!.)  Thler  fergery  hslfl 
the/  lower,  park  ofl  ihk  'erowmdmaiH^ntedaa-^ 
in* the  real'l  eilarto  iSpain  ((see;  abome),  with  i. 
a  verif  '  idear  diamond  <  and   f won  dots  ;   ihe^ 
gedaine  i  Btamp  nev^en  •  bas  >  a  *  claar^  diamoid ^ 
(5^^)  Foi^ryv'baH  at  i^faettop  of 'crotwn  riBea' 
c6fiSideTabbp;  above  the  ierel  ufithe  'top  i^  tha 
crown^  Girosa  nfsoni  the 'ball  ia  very  eSitor  and 
all  but  toddhes  the  border  line ;  gennin^  has 
tbe  ball  indistintt' asd  the  omad  stiU  morei  so^ 
and  sonie;difiitanoe  off  ihtf  l)ordei}  tinei     (3.) 
Forgery^  u  of  modonvsi  pdnted  ba^y^  i  ia. 
not  like  the  real  one,  where  the  ttop  finishit^ 
stroke  is 'much  ^ongated  on  tbe  Hght^hand 
sidOi  *    0^. )  forgerjr,  *ihe  dross  -  in^'  the  ■  shield 
i»<tLbt  true  at  the  point  ibehnwi,  andjtheih<»iM 
zontal  «trok6'is>  brooder  tha^  the  Upiighit.ona 
oft  the'  oi^ss*r,    in  the   geiiuine  ■  these' ane 
n)Dtiei^ble  > in « a  i  very  'trifling  >  degvtey  i^ey:  jari» 
exdggsG^ted  ini  the  forgery.     (>&)i  Eorgety$  - 
the,  leaves'  upon  the  nght-hamoL  farancbaikre' 
acutely  poinvted^and  ^e ishadi^g  u> tooideepi - 
the  lea^res  in-the  ipeal)  stamp  mne  anything  but  • 
pointed, •ond'they  boa^  rety'^littie'shadfing. 
The  6M  fot^gerytis  isimply  toki  by*  the  isfaodd 
being  divided  iik)  unequal  ."fields  bythe  ctrossf' 
the  lowest  right-hand ' one  lieiiiiig  theBinaUest^i 


Mil         I  )>  >>! 


■iBritosh'GKuana  1  iv  malg^enta^'  desocifaed 
last  ^month••«^  a  fbrgeryy  turns  out' to  be 
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wm\m:mi[p^(iiMum(mwJS[jLjSAmnvi.     im^^a  u  ym. 


without  alvjf I  (mibriiifliibli  re^peot^n^'it,  ^imd 
the ataoiiip {fTMi nirai96d[/''Iihftd  itiOM)^)Mk^ 
witha^ig^nuibe  sj»«^ttieti<khowii'  tO'^We,  ^antd 
seiven  t  pdiotb  of '  difStteao^  *  wm^ '  fotmd  >^trr 
tlmt ' '  sp^chnen j  >  <8ix*  >ol^ '  "wlAch  I  desoHti^iv 
WkeiDftst^mp'is sent bdinefor  aa^opihimi^ 
I  naturally  presume  ihAb^i^Tehve  dml\jH»^k» 
to  its !  > aQthen<iibit3n  ^  ^ ifhifi  >^tamp  i»iX>i  ihe 
higliie^tTiirity  {Ikn&WMX  only  ftwilf  <>apib8)j 

think  J^e  jttdgtnent'fWija^Tedipitaitef^'PnoW 
kno^iibalb  the^  old  l*c;  B.' 'GviiaiMJtalifvltry 

OTona-bDless;  "  *'   --■'.'-'I'/i  «     '/    \  w,  -,  \\  •>  u\< 

THE   MORALt#'  01^  ^6^AG*   " 

BY   FEXTONIA. 

*Att(^ynl6r|^ityj)  there's  nJ  use  mkkij 
onbe  ^id  ^  bislioiJ^'6f  out*  Church  to  ,u&,  yhen 
^&  yr^  hVsaslii^'J^tdtr'a  SehmnsMi:  his 
hearing.  Be\jf]g7,&kAy  traitieil  ih  behave 
lowly  aiid'  revfere'utly  t6  ^11  otir  betters^ 
tepepklly  our  spiritual  pastot*^  and^'taasteirsj 
iheire  AVa^  no<ifh*g  tor  it  btit^  'feubiiiiasirt^ 
acipiiesoenod ; '  but*  hftd  it  'bti^  ootilp^tkit 
for  1I& 'to- hbrvo ' argiled'^ei  point  with ihi» 
lordshipt,"w]e  fi00d  onlyliAv©  rifWred"Mtottii> 
i^e^afnUogy  of -natttt^i  (n  hU  b^  daily  bt^ey^"^ 
fast  for  an  iUufttratiott  olP  ilio '  febsttfdity  •  o^ 
nndervaloing  morftjfity  as  dty  tod  1i«el€«», 
simply  b^icaus^  it'  ido^-  n^t  and '  '6fttibolt<  foiv 
msli  the  "Who^O'  pKftbM^tim  'ti^ 
veMgioni^' -eaa^&befsicfe^  Bi^d'by  ifeeelf  k  flty 
aad  tm^aitieftioiUny  i&  ih6  pii£i^;  a^d  it  i» 
siidM4dii  m^ieaktesdniony^that  brettrd  dtnd 
water  diet  alone  would^ 'kill  «(  tbdn*%l^  si* 
we^CBL  '  it  i8'i^  'bul*«r  that  fliike*^  the 
iMpettd  ^  wbolQ9om6/  ki%ioHBl[ic(g, '  «&d '  palati^ 
able<ibwi:  w6  4<>ab^^  i/^hc^h^ ''^tb^t^  b^ 
lorAidiap  x»r  ah^.of'bi^  >fldek(  •eould  'tnob^  ft 
vei!f  BBcdeSajiU^y'  hree^^mf^  on  c^boa  ^  btittev 
alonev  however-inip^rtdnil^  dn  ^aH;tol^  -it '  i^(e^ 
be  in  ate  l>ropwigplaoei.-  fSoi-  it  y  wi^fe 
morality;  M  the)  Mtt^rwi^otLt:  tine '  breiiad 
wiiei*eoti^tb  spread  it  >is  of 'V6ry  quedtiobable' 
utiifty^^  J  BO/^  ikm  bigbbr/  dbcifepikios  o^  ^Kgioii, 
witHottt,the^dry  btit  neebsBHry  bas^b  ^ 
moraMty  to  'ftbppi^  th4m,' oan  be  bi^neficial 
toFoio  bnej  eiilier'&t'^Bftetor'ibireti^niSty;    ''" 


- '  Sttt  j^t^-finay '  fbe  {aiifcfed^ '^*t  1  >b«»natt  jt|iw 
lon^^pi^attble> 'toiiln '  with  1  jMtetOgtf  Btattnjjs'? 
attd4io4ric<4ii«ucb^littl&>«Brap8  df^efagmved 
J>iipeW^bevodn<ie(|ted''witfc'  ^  iflciepce'l'^ 
©thft«>^:!*imbw>iethi(»^i  Wdl !  ^wlwtl'iiei*? 
^hat  tftei^^d^  mw^lty^b  Jio^iigettlcn^ 
^dthBJb^th^ijr  bav^  had^ a^MtdmofitonM^ 
pi*o^(d|'aiidc  dot&tledghKft^  iimffaioi^dviiamiai 
Hathrfe,'  itoayt  be  Wieiuwnatmtedt^iilt'iWfcverid 
ifr»yd :  «P  t5iw|ra0^  db  ^ikcb  x)f 'chila^  .^po^a^ 
being  ideiiticfeiflj  'or*  at'  l6aAtimcv$k  ^  ttrrtk-'^orti 
fi^  etaifap«'is  iticMd^fifinj^he  ^dwoi*yt>>I(In 
tM»  fitfet  pliw^,  ^^i*'^  -atiiftfmt -^wnyl  ffest;laa 
done  away  with   all  those  ><^»t«pfetttat'<i)a«. 

(sUlied  fbrth  into  eittwife  tbeilowT^^^pwdito 
W  btit<ffiati<re,  Woh  aB>rfiinitiiigiJd©d0fib/4oiW 
that  'dcicepdi^  ia^eniiity^  ikhMtm  ofliiwud 
JM^'Uflteddi'  wbllcb*''in'fwiir'i«ePvknt8i([«Bi'^d^ 
p^nd^nt^  m€f  ^gttmkk&  oA  ishmi9$\  ^M^^Uoh 
in  io«irse»liK08^'ire^oiiiimeitdra«ift2ciLri«  ^'V^imsBif 
it' umai  an'btfanchi  'i>f  'j«d^eito»l^  '6di^^ 
Aowf '  hampily^  bedbme  /obsotete-t^^instiHid  % 
4niidoti^^t]iaa1and  mahmtna/t^  ii^flt^a'^hiid 
to  'tindet^do^^i  tritk  8n(^  'Or<bW(|UU>nealiitta^ 
ad"to  'd«fy  (detection,  ise^Miter  "liBticirs  >i&  A 

ititelbj^m^  tb^fbad  tb  <h>mflnix)t»ealia'iwMl 
ftbiyent  frM&rbome^trwbjfle  fjiham  fWho9Qf^^tA\ 
nmi  oT'wbdfttt^  paifenoefii^aU'oindqnBlirfio'^ttio 

tai^k^'i wot«  tan^ti tbd'  <inotis>qhflpnnk9«J^vB^ 
pedient  ^of^Jvdardoig'ja^iQdd/iielfrspapei^  '^ 
s^nd'iioi^e^pei^iodicAlly,  with(tb»Uiiddwttii^ 
i^^tbat'i'tlu^'  Isetoi^ed/liafli^ 
dit<ei(!(tbd'tU^  wad  an  ibdicatien  itba<^<dl''9f«ft 
well;  C^Mplpo&tag«>is'«ls0a|fKi^ 
toge^  "bo  i^bei  lowi^'icflasgi^i^qin^^kedpiiig'^) 
^'ioite^^nirs^^  l9dtVeeiv<if&n^yun^  vttntibhts 
of  the  family  dispersed  ixr«eatimht'of>^^«ikiric, 
t^ds  hitfiiataiaiti^  kibdtf  liffeotkni ' 'totviiMs 
ekoh  'otdMr,*'Whiob'^bi^1^fe->liadi  Bat'{lifnw*y 
limited'  ^pef.'  <  ^  S^onAerly  %  was  ^  Qbtnnbidt  !to 
nieet  wi<^  oldjpeo|det'<^  lkfi4iferJ7eiu*Si  io^ 
sfgb^t^of  4U  tlii^ii)  ^gKFfmAif  ^SktaSj^ ywm; 
mttjh'a  x^bise^is  0(ikpar»tively-<niroJ>  Aigttui» 
tbere'  i«'iie^/3b>^r)]iddrtfiy  ^^^ 
ikkuA  tififdei^  tbefyd^Sjfswmi  •  11^e^k%h'jpnod 
tdi  tid  ^siid '  Iff '  oai^fit  ^dfld^^oi&>  f»4oeiv&g*  a 
lett^'iiecesffltotod  aillkrge>i3bebt  >af  >  paper:^'  a 
Ij&s^ge^^be^-'of'pa^  jnedtesitatc^i&ritfrge 
Afiyoiint'  0^  '«a^ct^Bi4iitter,  ^^ud  jorifidsfi^t'to 
ffll'*it;^aiid>>thi&iaece9My  '(jf  miinjfi'oatf's 
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iwUrnpiiii  the  eifegan<}.qpiatQbiyj^tyl^j<>f 
9m»ijihifn^tW0yiMQoii>w^  foitithedWOnW 

abilitief,  uDtfcffMtloed  >ki^'  clie^  ipoi»tii|gte,:  ih^ 
hwAfs,  fwfcicb  /migbtifiiiiDtij  nia^lyi  thaMe  J^mJ 
crilled/^oi«te,!„ttrQi ioillyi  )fc(^ . (be  ^foiwid  *qii  4ibo 
daitj^At^lTe^fof  aem^ilu^ktoe  oidil^Qok^b^ 

iMl'JB|6€iltt»-lp«ll^lV^..'|f     'iji     i('<.v       /»:/•;     '-n.,!, 

<  XQbe  taiit^ibif  cQllQcii)ng>po$tage  stampa^  if 

i»<M^»lQtt9Dti)^i3ndrbQi»Bfloml  ^fih«.it>?i)(J,iif 
ttowliljr,  pnrlmcii)/  tbAoninipfti  <>^biep>  b<»bbi0^ 
At>to|;wpbe/itJw.jp«i©italf'till9garf«i  tj)^  /Hbw 

MW(6^pBdy&Q^o«tiiQf't^^t}vreptwf»folg  pw»oD^ 

tol  be;  dJ^ved  fro»  rihem  ?  .  i  jBuiteijflies.  AOid 
becibtes^rBtllb^)^  'ofiaii^Mttj^pqOk.tpipay  ^re«A 
degre^-ibigherjion^fewr  ipotv/w  ,uf  ;0Kferawing 
tiha  IntftAooV  ^t^  Ml}  ift  8itpMa*aoit  fiToquici^ 
tfaef/dQ«triietta0aD/no£  Ufe^.i/fbiLqh'  tem^^Q^.  it^ 
pfttftsofieiito  mfityy 'j^i:witj\^Qi.aniii«]daj  :.iTbD 
odieoftiiigj(^)0beU8^jx)^m»Ll«^[ao4ib<rnay  x^^yi 
perhiipgiiiecazlp^  liWii^rpo^ta^  #touip9 '^ 
the,^pOi^l>«A)exfehriM(ag'j8©dnii»lp^m     tb© 

QfTptta«ageT]fet«m|»TMfejf  IftdvlBMiiita^o^  ^bal^ 
hgj^iQom^iriisa&.nvfctib  any^.QF  iii)i\  of >ih»m\} 
ftmil.oottbiii^a  a^t»r«re«»cer;tai  bjis^otj,  cbmr 
i^ologj!^,jgft4grftpby^-i4rawmg!  and  desjgnj 
eridwitt^  aaidia>mi«tejd(^il3y^/pQlijtiefi,rra]p^ 
tbeJGit^i^fitiai<d0apaj[  I'-j-^-  hjm;*  '/  r  .  .  •.  it  t.- 
'[>Bot4)o  nelftrvflfroQt ibi^  dig^i^ssieoiiito  tibia 
Jnfiwdily :r of  i*wttige> < ^tatnp^ jj W ipi^t ibe  ad^ 
imtled^fihat^fas  ^fr'^^rWg&v^^  oull)9otlng^ 
Ibsre^  ii8>  a  i.digbt  aWkhy^  •efa^jb. .  uipun  ouir 
tbeury  byliUle  <?oca3W«al  lack  f  of  i  ixatt^st)?!  in 
poaMd  deftbug^^)  eepei^faUjr  In  ,4jie,:lar^ 
uooAnfc  of  foir^rios  cofttiniiiaJily  iii^bered  int?o 
tte«iiid^tv'^ilUcb|ii#  socaetbiog  dtx^iy^ibe 
no^^on^  W  efaeckiiiibeft*  increase^  \vill  beooiQid 
»  9erk)«a  drawbftk?k->t$^.ttie  eaatJons.  ©Qjledioj?, 
pwrtibQlaVlyit.to<'tb9ae  twbo^  wiU .are  not 
Bfcarjk  1  /^oiigb J ;  to  fwrote^t.  tibem^^vea  i  ,fro¥k 
aaposiliarij:^  We /hisfcv^ialso,  Ueatdiit;  wbijj. 


pelted  itbatfboiyd  a^»cbi90ila¥O;9iveb  to.  negkot 
Ubw  /lesjBWia  fort  Abes©  jfteoin^pg  TittJ© 
teetoifi^larfi ;  laod  twe  J^nxMVia  roeeni)  vnstane^ 
<>£i:a  ^tttU^sa  ^oboolaiAaioir-  yrho  o^addta 
seiaaro  of  unpre/ztban  iwoi  bundred  pt«mp» 
aitd^'^endbld  t^^urelat^oQiidemood  ibeoria 
tbe..flcmiei(»':a9<  tfcbQ.rQjd^n  Aieanef  ofiresto 
diaeipUne  in  tbja  aeboold  :  i  .  .<  i  . ,  • 
,il.ekn«.  oiifit.&eBk  id^spiw.  tiho  laomliby  of 
poafiigta  atai)Qp6<<<>  Ajcotha  tnfoy  produoe  k^fiiy 
daka, 'Or  tfe^y tiiiay  only  go  ttos fqed  tbe.  jMga. 
Jfefd«|>e4d».0tti\Ybai  we^d<>  with  thom,  Sa 
iJl/ift\Hthi'p0atlkga  isfcainps*!  TJicgr  mli^^  Jiolp 
ijor  jforto,  ;tbe  joWfacriKJiv  oir  fthey..  ttiay ,  help .  to 
spoil  it ;  and  who  knows  bat  sonie'  futuire 
Aristotle  may  add  an  extra  cbapter  to  his 
treatji^^  ffu  ^Ij^^bv^^et^i^. ,  ,  , ,     , , 
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REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

CKiti\hg\m   of  BrHi»K  ,CQhtiiaJt.,an^  Foreitjfn 

^^  ';^P(yyaj/t?  ,,5/'t^|>^;    ,  By  .MovJ.vr   Buovn^n. 

,  ,    T\^)i  editipn,   revised^  cprr^cte.d^ , .  apd 

!^,   ,.  |ai^gm^ntej,,co^pri?img  upwat-ds  pf  2400 

^ '  'varieties.     ton^oT^ :.  b\  ra^smore.  \, 

LifTiiLiK  fm)m  tbaiv  tjvva  jjeava  bay©.elo|»pd 
sili(e©,;tb8r author  jOf  stbe  ,aibOv©i  uaefiU  and 
elabw^.puWUj^tifm  jsreseofc^d.  to.itbe  ,vi©w 
of  I  paj^toget^tajpp*  (eollecfeors :  tb©  ^Qtai  LEaglish 
catak>^ue .  :witb'  anyifliwig  ftppiroaehiiiijg  .the 
st^ii^p:  ofi  attthwty* :  I .  Aa  farj  ^  \ih^  jak^t^s^edb 
kno>wl0dgo.ftttailied^»oir>  w^tinay;  add, -attakau* 
£d4«(  .at  that  .period—tb©  iiifapcy...of  the 
pa$taj  ,ittaALi$4<iin  Great  iBirftain^ti  va^  \a, 
ei^di^ahl©  .pu^blioa^t^iOiv  ©rineiog  ibe  itidasjkiiy 
ai)d  iuiv0ii;jhif%0i  tbd  ling^iMoaa  autbon  tnui 
npUa0r».CQDSipirf^bl«.witb  ijiefjor^seotodilsiaa 
^ba^itb9:flr»tjerud© JabottratfiMfithfi  aiatnary' 
tw  \Kitb:tb?  petffeitdd  iinage*u  ;  ;  ,y 
.Very,  few  ViCtfks  »c>ti.df  gtoewd  iatei?e6t**-ff 
W0  m^n^.jpkDt  appeolingfto  the  AympatbicA  of 
tb<$  multitude^,  but/  merely  to/  tWir^ly 
ya^i  bnt  tCQmpajnatif^elyinfiiigiii&^ttat  natobei^ 
patroAiaingrtJbe ^abj^ta  on' wkiohxmrnniga* 
9^^^ tr^at^-rr-cfvn  iboiyit  of ; having,  ueacb^ii  a 
iifbh  edition  in.;iibe  sbort  spac^.of  time  tbati 
it  b^a  taken  ito.  Bwanap  >  all  tb0  QOpiea  o€  the 
four  pr9Qedipg/one$.  It  hae^  in  f^i^  bees 
plamotoufiiy  vcaUod  ft)ri  fioi;  sbBPb^, weeks,  aay, 
jaontbs  paat^  andy  we  have  no.  doubt,  will  bo 
9Q,  quickiy .abeorl^ed.ias  to  afford  oa  the 
pleas^t .  ,iaak  of ^ .  boirfdd^, ;  ^  no.  distant 
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period,  the  kdr^nt  of  jln  edition:  fliakingup 
the  nuinber  of  half  a  do?;ei*. 

The  titld  page  nJotifies  the*  present  mantial 
as  revised,  tprrbct^,  aiid  augmented ;  and 
were  we  to  fill  pagefr  \vith.qoinme«dation^  the 
gigt  of  the  ai^i^ent'wonld  BMnply  teaftifjr'  to 
the  tVuth  of  that  a^sertion^\  We  may,  hovv- 
evev,  &lighUy  glance  at  i^eaeh  of  the  >  thvee 
impiH^vfem^nts  bff€!*e(^.;   '       •=       '  ' 

,  A  notable  Cme  under  fce  first  hea/t  ,is,  the 
substitution  of  Homati  for  Stated  •  of  the 
Church;  One  tif^d;  nathrally  tb  Vyt^  ftw-  t^e 
atarapa  of  Romq  a^pipng  kl^e!  Bs,-  a^t  alvrays 
felt  «ft  a  lo^s  '€ov  at  tnoimtenii  where  else^  to 
look; '  Another  i^  th6  remoya,!  of  What  hate 
been  hithdrto  style4 1  tio^  earlier  ie^iuea  of 
Italy  to  their  propenr  place  under'  the  head- 
ing of  Sard&iia.  '^hat  haVe  86  loiig  Ubottr^d 
under  tiberai^nomers  of  qM  ItailiaQ  stampts, 
were  in  effect  fl©vet^  intended  fbr;  rt<k*  t5tii*iH3nt 
in,  any  part  of  Italy  ibu(;  Sardinia  proper. 
Another  Useful  improvement  is  the  dis- 
tinction drown  bet^-een  prbofs  and  efes^ys. 
For  insiiance,  in  Britisb  GujaJ>a  we  read^  1 
cent  red,  proof  black ;  4*  c»  bluiC^  proof  black. 
Theke  prooftv^'cre-pi-eyioil^ybtit^rt^on^ou^ly 
called  essays.  Examples  of  essays  ,  proper 
will  be  foUtftd  under  Gam^da*  and  *  Nofa 
Scotia;  wliich  two  "beautiful  ahd,  Wfe  bel?e\^e, 
unique  specimens,  formerly  graced  our  own, 
as  they  do  now  the  colleoiiou'  of  a  wefl- 
known  amateur,  who  humbers  At  prd^etit, 
inclusive  pf  es$ays,  ipropfe,  >and  yarietios, 
iftboutr  four  hutidred  mJor*  iitdiTid*als  •  th^n 
are  even  dataloj^ed  ^'il  'the  present  l^tjgtjy 
augmented  edition  oi  the  manuaJ^./     •   m  «  (/ 

The  corrections  are  comparatively  few, 
'60  much  cnt^  arid  attention  hgiVinig '  Be^n 
bestowed  on  the  previous,  edition,  that  little, 
if  anything,  remmned'  refquisik6  irt  ^  this. 
.  Soinc  few  emendations  have  been  made  with 
regard  to-  tli«  colours  ascribed  to  some 
stamps  hitherto  known  to  the  cokhp^r  only 
from  faded  or  soiled  specimens.  >  One  cor- 
Tuction  was  rather  unfortunate.  The  author 
hAd  beeh  blamed  by*  ultra-critfcal  dommen- 
tators  for  noting  expectant  stamp.%  such  as 
the  green  and  hlac  Portugal  of  the  present 
reign.  Having  inserted  these  in  the  two 
previous  editions,  he  was  unluckily  over- 
persuaded  to  omit  them  in  the  presenii  Of 
course,:  in  accordance  with  the  usual  con- 


tt^t^y-'of  btiriiait'  i^isht^l  ;i^^]''i^ki!ymg- 
lookedrfor,.  stamps  andt  lili^  Brewn^A.  fiftli 
edition  e5cpunging  them  inader  tbeip  iqyew- 

ajK^e  sfniultMonsly!,';  1^  ,\^ff!  pfmf  ^^ 
TuacanyV  for  which -«v«ry'  Yeadoir  >Iia0jiAa."io 
irtany  f&tii^ «^pp]!catii(m*,'Mid  whijdhwii' hme 
never  seeti  either,  iii  a  contiijeji]^  Mi:' lw|(^^ 
collection,  is  also  eitiled;.  aUoengh  tlieilftst 
number  of  t^i^  Strntw-Cdp^tor^s  Revmcj  on 
the  authomy  dr'a  L6ghyiy''(i)i'respondent, 

believe  m  it  when  we  spe  it. 
^  The, remaining  Imprpyement,  in,J\ug^<y- 
tary  sKap^,  is  prov^ui^y^li^.  ^a^>a8,^,rfa^^  m 
the  <  pref^nee,  that  wherea»  m  tiia  -first:  eiiiiion 
abo^t;^we!vfe^'huT<dr^d  irtiampN'W^  'd^ 
in  5i|ct:y-t>i;o  pages,  {in  tlt^  T^l^mfiiy^^iQQ^^t 
number   are   noticed'  in    ninetywfivte   pag^s. 
Tji^^e^adifiOri^  have,  of  bot^i^  b^e£ti'g^ 
extecKliug  through  all  the^jtioiw,l?ut!i^e 
present '  i»' doUsidertibly  in  advBUcet  ef  ifce 

>re96din^."_  ;    "./  /,  y"/'  '"';:[:'  r'\/;Z' 

t  An  edition  has-Wen  just  pnbli^ifced,  wr  flie 
hse  of  hi'^hAcla6»'c<!^efctofr9^  bound  in  tnifikmo 
and  Snt^rleav^^it;^!, fclaiil^  pape^  j,  h^orid^vjer, 
provided  '  with '  ai  revised  money .  -taUe^ . aad 
enrichfed'  %'fth'' ufteM 'prefktoi^i'Whi^ 
.'J'h^rq  jane^  alsp  to  be„bid  a  lew^.^^ppije^  on 
♦  fluperfino  darge^ paper)  tfoT'  tiie  ttlta?a*4e&clo«ve 
postal -amatfett^s.  *  ^    ''■''■   -''•  •»=*  ^v -i"'"--'  •''*•" 

I^0STAl4i  OHIt^CHAT.  .    -:  \ ' 

^Wetted  a  tteki^dti  ^f  ^,000^0- jreM^j'imd'lipalrllib^i^^ 
'grant «f.jB2<l,000.".-  ^    ■<    '-   ''   -     '  ^  "'^  .  ■;  •'  f.  ?  ^ 

hats,  horse  trappings,  «U  aquariums,  IHsd' id  ««l0<tia^a 

Cvmoc*  Post^FMCtti--  M*tiy' yettrei«^^  at  iai«»^d#o- 
hitclslatid' of  A«c«tMibn,  tfi^ the ' A(Mtlti(<  b€«WtiUn -^FfHra 
and  Bi»a^,'th^«^aif»;p«i«tAhu<'cm^0#'iiaim  Im^ifMk. 
tmvtwl  *th^  Sttiltir*8  P<4fet-6»f(^  in  whii<h  tUe  ott'ti  «f 
tfesficU  pilasing  t©  ItiHik  dr  it<«tifliihg,  l*ift  unlcH  if«w»ta* 
ttit^r  wiflh<^  td  ^nd  ba«l0<!  anil  whfoh'W«f«  tpuiieenily 
tAken  to  tti^r  destinatidn  by  th^  nekt-ehiji^Uuir  patoNlin 
a  contrary  way;  '       -        *''     ■     '  •  •    ■'•  ' 

Trt F.  BHiimuTT '  swkvibwi  otF*  Snt '  BowtM»»'  ^  fhtu 
K.GiH.,'ln  the  tfv^dtt^of  tiv^  pmrn'^^fMa^'^M^  HkXift 
pogtal  refbnuB,  hu^ve  been  honouiub'Ut.BpoofffiMiiid  b^^thc 
Society  «f  Art*,  whk)  havp  ^idjtid^fe^  tft )fitt>  ^^|f^W,Wdal 
r8t4ibhaba«l  t>v  them  la  uieuWrv  of  Iheir  lu^iHWut^wi'the 
Prince  Con«6rt,  and  rftUe^  di^' ^Albert  '^e*d,^;|9  *e 
awarded,  'for  diatinguinbi'd.  meint  In.  ..provu^lWi '^^^ 
nrnnniUrtuivs,  or  <xniinw«rct».*  'Fhe  nreBtirt  j»  tfr  first 
time  the  medal' hit^  been  ddjudgtMl.  '  »  i-.    •• 
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.      -fitty  of  ^eni'  tire  atitiMyRiouis'^iid  m  tmiiy 

tiMno^ae  wfiiot .^puid^ ,  The rqrereurt  ipm/tlamim »ow 
refuia  aU  tl^e,latt^j  One  of  Qims  ^  «hort  time  ^go, 
aftef  MA^^  been  ihhhe  De^  &tter  ofe,  and  •jx'^t-d 
«b«N!^'W««iletit>k|^  UUf.  6tiQfrg:^<Mi,'^th  41  ^Ifttem^nt 
^f  tij^/lQlt^j  Mf^|^H9pymw^  finU  ,^heref(*e  oould  no^  be 
r^ine^  ^t&p,  ^T^^»*j  *^o  that  it  cbntaiiu^d  a  valuable 
rti^ikxitt'.  *nife'tVvfetiprid  grtiheinan  paia  the  postage, 
^  Iblilid  iEL!£c28  Utite  ini  tiia  tettev. 


jEAi.oxxip;. 


i>ra/jpURNS.RE^P^LT  TO  DR. 


VERTtAS  TKMPOHI8   FIUA. 

m'(tfoV=Sfr)'ft<)VHW  HillV^fotwSsitionUti  18^7,  for 
atfikUbnit>pdA«g^trate  el  onejftennv  Winf;  been  adfiMflcd 
)}f  ^^Qftv^TMj^i^jlw  .was  !9mm^Iy  5mj»Kved  to;  wwwrt 
ilf  introdnction,  uimer  we  instnirtions  of  Sir  Prancia 
^ri^/'d€*'<1ialn>eUw'of'the  Ex^iqtitir.  Vw  ttie 
^engfH  of;  the' t»(velopea 'anid  0tatnpB,  tmsre  weivi<  about 

mn.  Mulready  8  aesign-7-A  favourite  with  31  r.  tuwin 
IfilP^ftir  ^b"  \i6t^n  ttrtd  rtivfet^p^  t^jis  ^d^pt^ki;  atid 
llacM  f«r  mgrtiingin  th^h^itda^^f  Jo)ii»}TliaRi^«oii^  a 
narae  pre-eminent  among'  wood  engi-avers.*    ^^;«^,  pcApy 


|o«tafflj  stamp  was  designed  by  Messrs.  Bacon  arid Pi^tch.f 
W&itrtSlr'iirth^  h^^ji-ui^  tafc#h  frohi  tvyofa^A  City 
yi8df4iifttlfr#W«?>tl»ayiBe  beldn  ;9a4t1  of' tbp  heady  by 
itenrr,  Corbomd^and  engnived  on  the  steel  div,  at  a  cost 

^4M  '^iii^%*  cmuimM.  n^t<m  XhU  Ak  as  the 

^«reiir^#e«  hAftfe  b«eri  derived  alit  thief  plAtebfi^om  vhiich 


1S40I ;  ^be^cm^apeta^attd  the,'Uu^»  ^cpreinotiil  rttfi^^  bftit 
in  the  hands  of  the  engravers,  in  FeJw-^rj*.  .Fewpe^r^wis 
have  been  indueed  to  look  with  a  nueroscopic  glass  at  Aie 
Wutifuny,,wjcaight,  engine-turiii?d  field, of  the  penny 
stamp,  as  ln«r<Wa^ea  aner  iWaTh^'tWgraving  of  the 
<|nwii>;j)prtyait,  i^/M^ers^  Bac^ii  und  PeMt;  it  defies 
<«mp<tilumvai»4  could  notbKfk^xeculfid  bv  h«nd.^  ITio 
contract  for  one  year  for  the  printing  of  t^se  stantp^y  by 
VewB.!  Eitf^dn  fm  P«teh,  on^ah^ts  oontaining  240  on 
«aili  tilieK,,fi»d>gUTviiBiiig  the  t^k«  was  dated  on  Apnl  13 
in  that  year;  the  terms  were  sevenpentei  hjtlfpeany  iper 
tii*u*uid)9taii]p9.  •  These  were  firpt  waed  <ui  May  67  A  fact 
dDttbtks»  iiileis»tin^  to  omny  a  ^Im  oUil  ■  audi  enthiisialtic 

Later,  the  difficulty  of  subdivision  of  the  sheate  htx^ame 
in.Jiutt)riin»(ima««,^«iaiioyaiiK}t^;  fmd  in  the  autumn  of 
IW,  flearyf  Auelw^i  /a  naUft?  of;  IveUn^i  who  Imd  bem 
M»tii«leit»  .nwpi^fflng  director,  and  sec*vt*<p>-  of  tbe  then 
d*foiict  ^rsUnirtg*  or  Nojftt  W^les  Jlttil^  ay  CDm|winy, 
prpp9i$H' lo<  |lie.3(MrQuis  qC  i;i4arieardtf,  postmaster- 
I9ew*mlva  ^mohio^  for  the  pierciiig.  pr  punetwnug  of  the 
4weta»:  w  ,thi|tn«^4i^.«t4l|ip,  cpuitf  be  iva4ily  separated. 
Archer  derived  the  suggestion  at  a  printing  office,  where 
Jjeilav  ffwk9.  p«fojrMpd  pflpe?  hei»g  worited  npon  mfc  press ; 
bit^idef^«C<|piQiH^  the  ^pii^r  waa  not  9uf|idmt^  and 

•livimik^u  laifintX  idrtdgn^al k>MtaU«»d  MitUhedm^Mfr/Trltb  m  |m- 

Pjf^  W^i'l?M«B»oo.Vf  Oo^jW^r*.  foW  Ht  tk«  artirt •»  yXf>  pii  th«*  »th 
"I*  JSf  kmvXf  srlknMA*.    -An  rndU  pi-oor  IniprMsiMti,  na1<l  to  be  on*;  of  nix 


MtnJMM.iMf  tuDM.  n«/  Th« 
•*;^)«»»r  i|Ar~Mju)  .■W*pHl*ji,  poii^.   -Colleftoi^  w*n  imMnwfvpvTv^ 
|«tai*d  in  KUrk.  but  Hke  tbe  black  yenity  \  .R.'p,  thiy  are  excewiivelv  r«re. 
iMinatM.lseZ;  1006.       '^ -^^  "^'^       '^     "     ''    ■  "'    '    -'^    '  >        --^ 


hi^  first  two  machines  failed..  K,  tlunj,  th^t  pumjhed  out 
<5i*rtaih  globules,  was  more  succcssfuf,  hut  tne  Lords  of 
the  Treasury  awarded'  hlw  ft  ^niunlemtion  ^  far  short  of 
,tiianriri«al  oo^tthiH  fee  pejiaotjed  it  aitofjether}  imd^  after 
havini^  in  May.  ImO,  pre^nted  a  memorial  in  support  of 

'  hi^  claims,  entered  into  a  contract  with  Hbk'rt  Edward 
BJwiitortv  who- with  his  fath(»r  bMd  hmg  been  wigi-ttvem  to 
the  iV^w-d  oC  %%iim,  XA  enurat^a-dfie  from  whim  impres- 
sions might  be  ^ken  on  the  surface  prin^iple^  and  stamps 
producM  at  a  IbWer  rate  than  tho^  suiiplied  by  Afessrs, 
Baddn  aud'Petioh. '  fai thid  matC^t^BransVc^  4lpp^r&  tio  have 
availed  himself  of  the  aasiatanwwf  ^  ,W%  Keynoids,  a 
dif tinguished  eijgrarer,  ,now  dect^asedj*  ami  by  AEcher*! 
letter  to  the  Marqtris  6i  Clanricairde,  September  12;  1850, 
(ibis  dit  of  tha:  ^rinoe*  AlbertU  li^ad;*As  also  tli4  praofe of 
tihe  Mtcimeu,  shoet?,  are  thw^  nofejc^  :^i  In  th#  month  ^f 
May -last,  I  handed  a  copy  ot  mv  memorwl  to  the  Sevre- 
tArie*  of  the  'l-reWsurlyi  on^  th^  ^taderstriAdint^  thit  it  was 

•  not  to  be  'wiad  upoAnotil  Lwasih  ftpoMtionjto  sli))ply 
the  sp^l^iea^hepta  ttuewiix  ftfewe^lo;  tjie  engraver, 
however,  whom,  I  had  emploved  to  prei)ave  the  plates, 

'  being'fttltie  peW^^^ngiigM  mother  workf^tif  ^Yhpofence, 
iWaa  Umible  to  sUp^ily  the:«pecim^  pheefe-  ilntila^torlhe 
Lords  of  Jl^  Treasury  JW  refimred  baXjc  die  matter  to  the 
Comimssioners  of  Stapips  and  Taxes/  The  proofs  of  the 
sjwiiimirti  sliM4«  i^ert-,  ho>iwei^,  tt*  sttftinl,  tht'A  rmdr. 

Alaj^'h  ;J6fc.  18aL  AiVherapid  BnuMt^q  |w<Jp*sfd  t<r  print, 
gmujand  perfpratejhe  wholerof  jthe  po^tagq  laM  stamps 
required  by  the  Inland  lU'Venue  Office  at'tivepence  the 
^faousatld  stamps;  #hkh  *rou|d  effect  *  grrtlt  sieving  td  the 
^ostQfli<Ji3i.or  nt  fowrpfiic«».half^eiMiy;|K*:  tiio^taad,  if 
allowed  to  print  them  pn  f he.  surface  principle — the  saine 

'  w*hdo]pt^d  in  France  arid  BelMuih— and  of  which  rtie 
PriiAoe  AAbert's  YaiiJ^  wasfa  «ptt*»bii. :  -  Aw^e*  was  td  sink 
ftH  <?law  t<^  i;eBiu»ejrajy)n  .for^  h^  ijw^tottl  aJ\d  loat  tmt ; 
but  the  SecreUu-v  ^mjnsed  Messrs.  Bacon  and  PMeh  of  the 
overture,  atod  astetf  If  they  were  dispds^  to  lower  their 
priwj  tollwepeijefe^MBtllouauid^v^^to  JwUdi  they  asaeatiMl, 
,o;^  cpi^dit^on  of  A  fi YV  {j^r^'  ftpntm^  aU  Uiat/pric^,  Xhi8 
was  granted,  to  take  eftect  froii^  July  5. 1851,  and  Archer's 
jpro^JosltJon  Ignored;  \}ih  ^*rft>ratfon  or  ^he  ^etit^  or  the 
jKiWic  jpotiveiiieiwev  Sbemed  to  bw  .«fi  no  i  conwderatiMi. 
Archej^  prayed,  Xq^  parliament»rj'  jtMluirj^,  aiicj  a  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  the  following  pecans,  >tr/Muntz, 
(♦hrfirtiiaw,  Alri  Spooner,  Mr.' Onnsby 'Gorei,  Bir   John 


March  and  Aprils  18«i.  Th^  mittute^  bf  thfeir  prt>e^6dhig8 
.w^j-e  printied.     \  .    <  <   .  r,. »    ,.,  .,         ^     ' 

"' )nnting 

ion 

,  '510,,  **Hay!»  ypn  any7|pmwm«n8  of  .ppa^agc^istfip^p 
heads  made  by  your  printing?"  "  W^  were  ordered^ to 
destroy  aH  the  impressions,  andthiVetbre  tKeyJiavJ'been 
doeiroyed.  tLlicse  Iprodnffiugr  th»  somb]  at^  the  hdsdfi:  of 
■Trince  4rlhwt.",    .  . .  .  •  '  ,  ., 

•517.     *  Are  those  surface,  printing  ? "     '*Yef.*'t     . 

*  518.'    "  Were  they  done  to  shoWthe'^apiiMlity  of  ddihg 

'  it  on  Koiii*  principlt;?'"    f*  Principally-  to  th©w  hour  they 

[the  Princu  Alber;t  headBj  n^h|  W  .<}o|ij^bwed  to  maike 

one  sheet,  and  the  size  bemg  always  the  same  ;  they  were 

not.itttendeaasimitatitms:":         -  '-•'•. 

Ed«ln  Hm.  rofars  In  jmuiiruUr  (o  the  Prinw  Albt-rt;!!,  hmds.     To  the 
(    d|u««(tU»i  VllA)   hr  SfK^Bbaitzi  clMl^AfMii   of  it*^  CM4^itt«>»,'tbfttMr. 
KHynoldM.  Ithn  enirrav^.  ninrer  made  nnv  with  thi>  Oiifw>ii'ii  hAJtd   upon 

Mew 


IfynoldM.  IthnenirrKffvr.  ninrer  made  any  with  th»  Qi 
^hat  he  vi^  doln 


arMouMxr 


uopn'a  bejid 
tTb^  PrtiH^  <«b<lH  )eUi«' a*«hHW  JittMiUAb;  ft<akn'Ki'WliMrttt*'4rKt 


Mttnrapf  to  intruducf  surfMM  prlntioR;  which  In  now  in  itnifral  un^at 
Bbtttenitot'Artttb,  fat  »e  lAlllii^,  t^hptihhf,  a*d  tStftrr  vtemps.  - 
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TITE^  181!? AMP-'OOLLECTOim  i  MAGAZTNi:.        [Jaw;  l\  1864. 


'  '*-68L  Marquis -o|  CbandoBi  ^*  Worei 'thdst  medm^ns 
fiiot^  0^  d^y  or  damp  }^wr}  "  **.Wo  ju).vaiiiU»ly , talfjD 
our,yr(X)fs  on  dry  papor^  mia  most'  are  tte  best  impressioiw 
tfe  gtf  "from  enjfraviiifg*  hi  relief;'  the  lete  »\xxr  theri*  m  in 
the  papers  the  liieUtr  Une-  MnpreoBtony  ani  th4Tt}  is  tp 
alwcnce  qf  all  ^zt  in  India  ^aper,*' 

'  '615.  '*Ari*  not  these  instances  upon  rather  thin 
fattrt'?*''  '  "Thrteio^  rtiere  woof  iriipre&4<M».'' ' 

i  The-propfo  Iftew  rrfmrfd  io,  a*  bwring^  hwn  fpdtttod  on 
thi^  dry,  paj^er,  the  b^cks  being  laved  with  pun?  white 
gummas  aahesive  now  as  ti'hen  first  applied,  are  the  sheets 
vn  the  poMeffiion  el  tke  irritorf  and  ^rofl'ero^  to  «olleetoi« 

&{arch  30,  M^",  (now  Sir)  Itowlaud  Hill  being  examined, 
Wr.  John  Gre^e  i)laood  the  Prince  Albert  stamps  before 
'iiliu. '    '  '  I-  ' '.  '  -'         .       /  . 

*  JjOIO,  ,  "  Is  that  a  ^peatablei  foi»ary  ^. "  -  **  ^*»»  it  is  not 
a  respectable  forgery  \  in  the  first  puicc,  it  is  not  an  imita- 
tion Of  the  rtamn :  it  is  the  head  of  Prhice  Albert.'* 

^  901 1.  Mr.  Spq<mer^  /« That  fcsj  not  s  foi^y  at-  fOlil* 
*>  X  ^hoi44i  U^  to  ^a^i^  ,thi9  with  a  mag^^iQ  log  glwM, 
Wcause  the  ^ocurity  of  the  Ojther  stamp  it)ie .  Queen*^ 
hettdj  dept'ufld  Very  much  upon  it«  batKjfotibd ;  it  is  a 
MTtloalur'pattcniv'wtufib  can  i^iily  b^  aeon  by  a  magdi- 

*iOl57  Marauis  of  (Jhando§,  '*  It  is  eijIgineTtumed r  " 
"  I  believe  it  i*  ettgine-tifrhed:»*"   "  ' 

! •  Thes^fem  bxtractji^ fitum  the  Aiinnvtea of  theiParliamotr^ 
tar)'  Inquiry  are  i^imply  tp  qstablish  tho^ validity  of  thp 
1*K1NCE  AlBBrt  K:4saV,  interestiujc  in  hist«rv  and  to  the 
collector,  as  the  pivdi^  •n  ^hleh  lumed  the  tiitrodUotiott 
4)f  Awhei-'s  p^t^t^  I  tight  of;  ])erf#rati««i«  for-  which  he 
was  paid  £4000;  and  ^o  nrovethat  oo  fraud  Im^  been 
attemptetl  by  the  writer.  If  enr\*  Aj-cher  oSed  at  Paii,  in 
SVanee,  Manfh2,  1803. 

,  — : p 

%  the  Miior  bfVU  *$tAMP-C0LLECtOtt*J»  IIXOAZISE.* 

ITeaIi  Sill,— i  hafe  r6ad  >!vith  great  interest  ^ome 
rptoailn  m^de  lii  the  Aptll  numhur  of  your  magajdue,  oA 
thami^ly  trausfomied.staiu^^  I  have  aimther  gpecdjiigii 
to  add  to  the  list  of  those  wlych  make  their  apjK^ai-ance  in 
blue  besides  the  genuine  ^reen.  It  is  the  one  Itreuzer 
Til  urn  ahd  Ta^  blue  pnnt  dn  vhStu  paper,  whidi  it 
iuen^iolivdfivetir  in  the  iiu^nchrd  CkiiUthQUt  of  Utmv^ 
jBelJurs  and  Da>'ie.  ^Tie  postal  authonties  here  have 
assUird  W  that  «tith  a  stanrp  ti'evei*  eilsted,  i^eii  as  an 
Hmy,  It 'Will  be  r^uiarked,  thtit  in  either  of  the  xamiea  in 
which  th^ .  I  ..ktvuzej*.  blue .  might  be  placed  there  miib 
another  blue  stamp :  in  I85d  tlie  3  kreu/cr,  and  in  1862 
the  '6  Ttrvuier  irtanip  \ihd  that  coloitr. ' 

,  I  itjAiain^idear  Sir^<yo«rb  tnilv, 

Darmstadt.  I .  L. 

"answers  to  C0IIRESP0OT)ENTS. 

XoEL,  London.— Ilamei^s  and  iicheereubcck's  locfd 
llambuTgs  art  genimit^:  tiot  ao  thd  olhch-  uatuas.  Wb 
retain  tliem,  hpwe\<er,  in  our  (OoUoetiony  »$  nptvimens  of 
i^igenious  impudi'Utfe.  , 

TiMttRE.— Hie  thirtv  cents  stamp  of  Hons:  Kong  vou 
trlH  And  itoticed,  tof^etAer  niHth  the  several  mocs  of  ^Mir 
imtl  aix  CQH^  lA  our  m^gazimt  Sot  the  month  of  ^'^ovember 

C.  F.',  Liverpool.— Your  Prenchstainp  iA  one  of  those 
l^nrilMt  'dn  'the  topA  of  bonf^bon  boxCK* '  If  ^foiiu4  on  k 
mJUit^  U  mufit  have  bo(tfM>laeed  thore  ill  joke ;  pi-vb;Ujly 
.on  tho  tirst  of  Ai>ril. — Your  collection  must  Ir*  u  vm' 
good  one,  but  without  examinatiou  it  would  be  impoMib(e 
to  give  even  its  approximate  value. 


Bathfamhanv,  Bujblm.  to  w^om,.jK)U.  ij^nt,A^^decaobof 
yofttii^  stafet^  frt-  virhkh  he  took  tai^'td  Mk  M  the  port 

office  there— but  not  f«*dyiiir2:etferJr^u^ddiSjrt«*y"»^^"~ 
must  be  nothing  more  or  less  tlian  a  swindles. 

W.  v.,  Alston,  CubiW'Handl-MTIiis  correspondent  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  United  States  with  posta^ 
i^tamps  on  It  amounting  to  twenty *>nine  eetits,  ana  «  one- 
cent  Inter.  Rev.,  which  was  postmarked  <tt  wdl  as  the 
others.  Th^  «t4unp  ^as  plactnl  apart  from  thj;  re^t.  Ik 
would,  like  inforhlatioh  on'^e  BUbJectfi^mAiii^'of  <ttir 
qmOified  read^  -  'j^. '-■.'• 

Bro5  Cqw,f.oB.rt-We  fm^  ofi^  luikfleejd^  opinlof^ffli  «p 
unknown  stamp  ^\'itho^t  inppectiouj  You  idescribe,  ^ 
French  stamp,  vklile  onefhiW,  prtrtlj-1)lit6  tod 'tjW^ly 
AteuHk  >  llieh;  is  a  one  fhufta  of  the  tein^TB  entin^ir  gtem. 
The  o^ieto  Vfhkh  y^u  allude  m^y  b^^paftwjly  dis^j^m^. 

■\Y.^  W.  E.,  PortLshead.— The  current  ^nj  p9*»ff 
stWmp,  stamped  with  th:^  Initiate  of  artd  exeliiarrwjr  trfJ 
by  tne  Oxford  UoioiL  Societn  is  detid^y  >dimwi>le 
ii|ito,aIbnma  p»  a  vjokty.  \Ve,  JwvTb  ji^  p^^sed.^pj^tsjif 
mens  }n  the  collectioiis  of  a  few  individtials.      '     '        , 

QfiSEiLK'L  P«Ei/C^t^^terttM.--lTie  ^Coloftibo^Shto 
wrecked  «n  its  way  A),  the  %'ttt,  oonaeqamtly  wmUk  \m\r 
eqnt;ai»ed  no  Dimda,  i?taiw)s^— Nyt^iip^  but  ^,.*^*^ 
insp^ecHou  could  disTiuguisn  a  genum6T)lue  e^Vfrolii  a 
<fh«uieal.  It  iseemg  tfa*t  there  exists  k  *iiiettiodk>f  tiMit^ 
blue  to.  blac|(, ,  as  wo  i>ft«fnl  see  stantp*'  ioprijmlly  p£ 4bf 
foruier  eoloiir  u^ake  theit  appearance  93,  black  epsaya. 
Siich  is>>ssi8lv  the  t>^|'oiK'ni^- English,  Youfjieuiirvawi 
^.-<rhi}  market  v^Aod  Of'  d  (Jb&miv  lut  Hio>lMl«e  i«(tlflMM 
before^  deijehda  partU  ^^  acapeijl^-,  partly  t»iL<^i#4«RfA. 
— ITii"  postal  autliorines  at  Somerset  j](oifse  always  sta|pj> 
ani/  valye  on  utifolM  piiper,  stf  that'^ttluV  fevliM^* 
eii\'«lopeb  con  bu  madei  up. '  n'iken  -t9iWtoi>cti  1  &nlk  ««int 
into  g»nt»vl  MfW  in  ^^J^lgblnd  it  h*^  9oiiH%tii^f^,.su^ect  pC 
commercial  plaint  that,  the  body  -of,  the  lett^  peing 
separate  froin  the  addrw*,  thtt*  ^iw  hoSfoof  <Sf 'stlA 
letter  hk%i3i^  been  i-rittcn  :t«:the  pavty  firoouadugi  tokan 
received  it;  a^d  to  H^  day,w'>^^|[|eUev^8<iaiit  JU^raitUtil^ 
houses  make  a  point  of  never  using" envelopes  for  letuTs 
of  legal  eons^nence.  I'o  ivinedv  this,  baW'^eirti'W 
paper  wero  iasuod,  wiHt  thrvMb,  ok^.tho-filvt  eprcUpo^ 
on  which  jv^  ,the  pii^k  penny  stamp,, '«itii  direqtiwuto 
fold  it  80  that  the  stamp  snould  ftppeai*  on  the  ri^ht-nand 
*omer.  In  aceotdam-e,  however,  i*itH  the  uaoitf^cfcl 
masagewent;  or  wwmiaHftyppieat  (vide  kttar  \tsy  ibe 
Tiine^y  which  we  well  remember  reading),  no  po^iiWc 
exercise  of  ingenuity  coul,d  manage  to  fold  tlj^  w^  <^ 
paper  in  the  manner  iugg>esied,  the  |MsitlMI  of  th^ritaan 
not.  allowing  it^  It  Miuat  .b«|  one  of  t&ea^  oifa^ta^^m 
exceedingly  rare  they  are — which  vou  h^vci  8e<m-  Sonw 
thue  since  we  usc'd  a  gi'eat  pidiiyof  theiii,lfftle'iiriaghiitk 
iiow  valuable  they  woiAd  btH»uUte.*^Youi'  endoaed  tftatnp 
are  all  for  hilU  or  ruefi(^tii.-^TheoUepcttqy  iAlii|iip)y« 
hand-marked  newspajwr  s^ainp.  ■' 

S.  Y.,  Leicester.— l^e  stamp  ton  Tdndly  ffcirwtdiled,^ 
nxentioned  so  long  teo  na  In  theDecwtiber  untber  of  tha 
m^^gaziiie.  ,  Yoh  wiu  liiifi  i^in  ^Ir,  Bro^\'u*«  fifth  ^rtiyu. 
W  e  will  give  an  ejigravuig  oMt  in  the  next  number. 

It.  H.  0.,  General  Hospital,  NbttltigWam.— Tonr  com- 
monieation  was  xepliod  to  in  aur*  laat.-^  We  dl«'a5ti  'tvteam 
all  stampa  fonmrded  us  bv  the  publishers.  , 

II.  H.  B. — Many  thanks  for  your  interesting  infonua- 
tion  tespeotiiig' th^  Kt^is  stampa^  to  the'efieet  thht'tbf 
devico  is  inteododWirepreaeDtiiihe  goddesi.  bf  hoalfebt 
administering  the  water  of  a  mineral  ^pmir, existing  in 
the  island  to  a  sick  person.  It  b  certainlya  novel  iit-n^ 
^-that  of  advertisiiTg  a  miheral  spfing  'All  »avoc*  th^  eivi- 
Used  world,  by  muiiKiof  postage  alanp^  . 


joCT  h  ym.}     .^m^  issAUP'^xmrnrtm^i  uAmzim- 
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JABBZ  -JONESES  EfiCOLtiHCfrrONS  OF 
■STAMP    OOUNTRIBS,' 

■    "  '  ..CHAPTBH.L  ^     !■     ;    ..  /     .'. 

i  , 

'^     .     •  1*    ^'    ^^  ,♦         -   ^  ,^.,  J  ,  ft  ♦  / 

narrative  ty  introducing  myself^  Jabez,J<jiuo^ 
to  tWt nftddtee,  ai^  the  ami  q'ftbe  kte  Bisekfiel 

jmdIalteiTwand3t0f  YioJei  Cotitage,  Brcnnpion, 
fift^i*^  J  ai^a;  'f^^  as  po5(3eg$6d,:  bj^,  h 
iMi^^fft»Hwa(^,'.  a  rpying  terapertwjjpnt,^- 
dUscdf  to' loedttatioQ)  aji<ajrdeilt.  stamp*  coK 
kdibt,  %m  Tiged\tSyei^iy:^ie\M:  Iii  the  year 
lS^2,,mjf  pao^ti  intira^^  Jrieuiiyi  wl)9  Wrs 
tfa^^lafitrioiwmme  of  Brown,  has  attained  to 
f^i^^^^^  ^^  t>rserep-Yin4-tltijrty;  and'lft'^s 
witiblit  a.  qiaftTjter^  oF-^ul  feppxV, Wli^.M my 
reisMenee,  ca4]ed  ni'(a8 1  perceive  on  retfl^ence 

rniob^  antOy  jn^p^ired  periMUpe  by  a-  glass  yof 
jmnc^im^de.kfteritty'owtt  ^rtictijni^  reoijfie, 

fsrpp9^4\i t^'^^ii r  "^^ ,^ ^wo  , bacbelors  ehonld 
eoosa  the. Water  laiid  Sv^nder  over  tlie  con- 
ti^eMtJ  atftei'dn'P  o^tj  i^re^ftlarfashi(>n,  wh^l*e 
Wj^J^t;  ^4^,  being  sii^ilarly  .jjispn,'ed,  cun- 
seoted,  *the  iipaF&i  i^ilimgly  beoauBei  Brown 
r^jwresftntcJd  itt  glbwinjj  terhis  tb^e  excellent 
opporfjupilty '  iiM;l>,,  i  .tonr  would  give  for 
Bi^fiig^  desirable  -^ditioins  tc  our  fitamp 
albtnos.  Cfollecti^g  wa^then^  itl  this. country 
ii^lteasiy.in,  ita  infiincy,  bat  we  betbougbt 
oarMlvetf  i>efore  starting  tbat^  as  there  :were 
probably,  a  ft w, collectors  on  th6  c6;iiinent,  it 
would,  ba  a^visablie  iioh^y  in  a  ^^tock  qf  the 
Wtfer  Tarieti^s'  of  EhgliBb  istatops.'  We 
ffie^fpreijiMtt^d  vin  tl?,e  dustiest  c(>nxer$  of 
tlie  moMt'  >aiiitiqttated  obeists  o£  draweirs,  and 
iu'jrfdiiexe^  And  ia^nks,  for  the  blftck  penny*, 
^d  p^„.;^9i^4,^rovm  Ovho  waa  pi^ce  fopl- 
ifliiif  ^akived  W  aindember  of  tlie  otb^rtBeK) 
bttt^"#H6  l^iw  s&ce.gfbwn  stmei^r  to  any 
w^afaoier^s'  of  tbat  fond)  evein  detaflhed  ((hqse 
ofaflcdata '/ tEn^Ush .  hotn.  the  oneeMoherished 
lette]^  of  his'^rst  ftnd.bnly  loX'^e,  hisidecei^flil 
Bftpb^^  'Wid  deppsited  tbem  care&Hy-rr-I 
gn«ve  to-  say,  almost  reluctantly -^-in   his 

, Abotat. .».' w^ek  before  our  departuire^  I 
visited  a  respected  maided  amntof  mine^  audi, 


bydimt  of  'much  coaxing,*  persuaded  her  to 
unlock  a  c^rtafn  reverend  old  box  iii  which 
letters  from  the  ye^r  l$t5  dow^  to  the  then 
present  tiuae  were*ertored^-*ktier0  firom  old 
^topUgirl  friends,  6f  tb^  .'days  of  short 
bodies,  long  iskirts*  ¥iad  classical  pet  namea, 
in  wMedi'nay  sedate' relatrve  was  addressed  as 
'.Charming  Clarisfifft',  (jfiet*  real  name,  be  it 
^nowA,  b»mg  jfemiwitiJsaAty,'f  .lettera  from 
juvenile  beaux  of  the  same  tim«;  and,  later, 
jbhe  Iv^ngthy  epistles  of  more  s^aid  0<^r|*eS{i6n- 
dents,  who  always  considerately  gave  as 
^nch  fit's  possibte  foi"  tiiiiepertcfe.  Artiongst 
these  anpient  treasures  my  Aunt  plnnged  her 
hftndjy  and  a^r  hauling  up.  nearly  fifty 
letters,  ifheat  length  di^overed  no 'less  than 
four  Malready  envtilqpes— yaJLua^e,  tre^ure^ 
"thetv-^and^  all  undoabtediy  genuine,  which 
ahe  c^remoniopjsjy  gave^  .^  and  I,  joyftiUy 
received.  As  for  B|town<  he  bad  a  friend  at 
Bomwset  Hou«i9,  utod'  by  dint  of  his  good 
o)ii(ie^^  he  >v^s,  pretty  well  stipplied  with  the 
0\d .  h  ighrpnc'isd  envelope  <  stamps. 

As  we  «at  togetlier  tbe'  night  before 
starting,  .^ch  of  v^»,  ^^ew  cfut  his  purse,— 
temporary  repository  of  the.ruew^y-gathared 
ti-easut^e,  knid  displayed  his  acquirements  to 
hi^  co^^pqwon.  Wej3^i»d  npt  reveal  oiy 
st^pip  lp,ve  .^o  pur ,  frieiids^  for  at.  that  time 
few  and  far  between  were  stamp  coUeetors^ 
dealers  werfe  rare,  fd^Hes  unknown,  and 
the  Stamp- Ooltecior*^  Magar.ine  had  not  then 
arisen  to  enlighten  the*  public  on  the  benefit's 
which  accrue  from  collecting.  So  we  gloated 
over  the  despised  mementos  of  the  spread  of 
civilisation,  and  went  to  bed  io  dream  about 
them.  Early  the  neai^t  morning  we  took  the 
traiin  £6  Folkestone,  and  were  soon  pn  o^r 
way  io  France;  with,  which  country  we  in- 
tend eld  to  commence  our  tour. 

j;,-^.pp^ agoing  ^4il«it^  to  yq^.-qin/^e 
glories  or  the  ^miseries  of  the  voyage  ^to 
Boulogne^  for  I.  beg  to  inform  my  readers 
that  both  Brown  and  myself  had  wandered 
far  out  of '^eari^g  of  Bow  bells,  even  tmto 
classic  and  dirty  *  St.  Vinfieiat»on-Avoii '  (as 
Fmich  has  rechristekied  the  western  metro^ 
polis),  and,  JEarther  had,  vpya^ed  even  ui^to 
Chepstow,  we,  theirefoTc,  dia  not  fear  the 
Channel;  suffice  it  tb  say  we  kept  below, 
and  hdieve  there  was  a  terrible  fijorm  during 
the  voyage.  ' 
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CHAFPER  If. 

COXCERNIXO  A  STROLL  IX  THE  Ll'XEMBOl'RG   GARDENS, 

AND   ci-:rtaix   purchasi*  Wauk  'TSbke   by   mm. 

BROWN   AND  MYSKLK 

If  the  reader  expects  me  to»  give  him  full 
details  of  all  the  miitutirc  of  travel — where 
we  stopped,  what  we  ate,  and  what  we  saw 
— he  is  very  much  inif^J&iken,  for  I  hereby 
fl$tth''  reftiso  to  do  so.  Of  tourists'  *  lions \*  I 
thottjBfht  less  than  I  did  of  st^mpsy  but  were 
it  otherwise,  I  would  not  ehronifile  my 
opinit)ns  and  spread  out  my  pem-and-ink 
sketches  ;  thousands  have  done  the  like 
before,  with  the  effect  of  acquainting  people 
with  nearly  all  th^t  they  can  care  to  knqw, 
generally  speaking,  about  the  continent ;  and 
as  I  am  writing  to  stamp  collectors,  I  will, 
as  a  rale,  only  mentiori  «nch  matters  when 
they  are  connected  with  or  suggested  by 
stamps.  I  th^rrefbrfe  pass  over  my  Khortsfiay 
at  Boulo^e  aftd  my  journey  to  Paris,  and 
"wHI  beg  my  reader  to  eonsidefr  me  and  friend 
B.  safelj^  installed  in  the  hou^e  of  my  old 
ac(juaintance,  M.  Durot,  No.  5,  Rue  de 

The  day  after  our  arrival,  beie^  Thursday, 
we  two  islanders  began  our  Wanderings 
thi^ough  the  gay  capital,  and  turtaed,  as  to 
the  most  interesting  pl&ce,  towards  the  Gar- 
dens of  the  Luxembourg,  where  ftjr  a  long 
time  a  considerable-  traffic  in  stamps  had 
been  carried  on.  We  made  our  way  to  the 
spot  whei'c  Ney  was  shot  by  the  allies  after 
Waterloo,  and  to  the  supposed  scene  of  a 
nocturnal  butchery  of  })eaceable  men  on 
the  present  emperor's  accession.  We  ob- 
served here  and  there  gentlemanly  young 
men,  stamp  book  in  hnJdd,  and  occasionally  a 
member  of  the  fair  sex,  poring  over  her  col- 
lection or  displaying  its  wonders  to  an 
admiring  ac(juaintance,  .  Upon  this.  Brown 
drew  out  his  album,  in  order 'perhaps  to 
show  claims  to  brotherhood ;  and  his  appeal 
waH  not  without  its  effect. 

Ere  long  a  Bu^r6  spoken  Frenchman  came 
up  to  us,  and,  trfth  a  superfluity,  of  bows, 
opened  bis  book  and  showed  my  friend  a 
Stamp  about  half  an  inch  «quarte,  roughly  ex- 
ecuted, of  no  indicaterl  valnt^,  with  the  head 
of  '  r  erapereur '  Impressed  in  a  deep  blue 
on  white  gnnind.  ^ 

'  Monsieur,*  he  commenced,  speaking  in  a 
jumble  of  French  and  English,  *tou  are  un 


AnglawM-vatB  good  iriends,  la»  Ang Ws ;  dis 
vane- fineiiSl)amp,..vam:  fine/   Ji    •.    »     , .;  . : 

'  What  do  you  call  it  ?  '  said.DrOiWU^  iisi  a 
gmff,  toBe^  in  ordeir  tb$  beitoribo  cohoeiBd  bis 
tLolight  at. the  prospwt  of  iabquiriug.thk  nn- 
knowja  yain^fcy.   .  *        ._  "    -  (  .     .,'-.//'  t  ,,' 

VMonsieur  Hsh-io  -kiu)W  de  «aniei  of  dis 
Tare  &ue  BUwip^r.  i^wi  /monaienr.  k^pnuu 
secret  ?  *  -i.  '  i-,.|     ,t;-'.'v  - 

'Why  there  can't  be^niuch  secret  about 
the  name  of  a  stamp,  if  that's  what  you  want 
to  confide  me  with,'  rettimed  friend  B. 
.  I  Al^,  .ma*  vf^f^ei  you,  t\^  up^ftir^tam^  ^e, 
a  i^ni^i\  idejuaflw ;  ;t  J>^ve  got  disptwpp/from 
-raije /gpod  qru^rt^r^rWooa  ;qo|WE?nF  f?vcpiye  ? 
[Brown  nodded]  and  it  wpit^lili  ipfi  M^^ 
great  disgrace  on  if  it  is  known  dat  1  have 
sold  it.* 

'  Oh  !  if  |h$tr«  Tthjltyotfinfean,  I  shall  Dot 
do  you  any  h^rm,'  repUe4  iuy  fri^d,  'if  Jpu 

have  honestjy  obtained  it-'  ,  \ 

\Ah^  monsieur,  you  ^ro  vare^  -good,  you 
are  vare  noble.  I  did  have  given  |ue  dis 
stamp,  and  I  vill  sell  jt  fo^.dp  Ipfli  of  twenty 
frapcs  ;  monsieuf  js  tq\gvy,  he.^dpes^  f^ot 
know  de  gvande^r  of  de  stiimp, ;  ^^  will  not 
speak  of  it  if  I.te^  himj,  it  jbs  d^  staipp  of  de 
gouvernment,  de  stamp  which  de,ip^mbers 
do  use,  like  dat  of  cjte  memtw^  >^f>  *i^  gouvern- 
ment de.  Anglet^rrQ  \  it  i^  ^i^,  gpajud  favour 
dat  a-  great  man  did  gif  it  to  m^  but  I  will 
s^ll  it  to  you,  because,  mi  lord,  you  ^re  vare 
noble  and  vare  generous,  for  uu  twenty 
francs.* 

*  1*11  give  you  fifteen  fVancs,  and  not  a  sou 
more,*  replied  Browh." 

'  Ah,  monsieur  is-  irresistible,'  answered 
the  dmrming  FrencHmau,' smiling";  *|es  AA^- 
lais  are  great  friends ;  monsiear  aall  have  dis 
grand  stamp  for  fift^^n  francs/' 

Brown  hated  a  long  talk,  sor'wit'liout  more 
ado  pulled  out  feief. .  p)irse,  and  in  a  few 
moments  the  stamp  vendor  went  his  way 
witb  fiftewi^  franc6  itt  big  pocket,  aaad  BWown 
had  become  ^K)d^ssdr<»f  tlfe.FrenebV^abinet 
stamp.  I  was  not  so  fortunate* il^^ to  obtain 
a  second  specimen  of  this  *  grandstamp,*  but 
was  able  to  exchange  a  Mulready^r  a  hand- 
some essay,  which  I  have  not  siiiccSiBeen  eata- 
losruefl  It  was^  rpd  J»^r«^itfjE^H,e  bead  of 
Liiljerty,  itu^ing  tuiMo  left,  on  puce  ground, 
witJi  the  T=aluo,  20  centimes^  at  the  top<»  and 
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ihe-word^KeKT^'ifRANCfi  at  th0^  bottom j'  I 
believe  that  there  is^  alm>  a  similar  oiisity  od 

'  Having  tkoivr'tna^  in  <mr  respectivo  esti- 
ttiaAk>b9,  mpHal  bilrg^ni^  wq  tuhiod  bur  way 
homewards,  rejoicing.  At  gtlppijv  w«  piv>- 
dabed'ttiM^  purchases,"  but  the  cowrcmtion 
iLn4'T^velatie>tiB']%vlnch  foltow^ed  re^iarra  a 
separate  chapter. 

-      (^To  be  bohiintfed).  '      ^     '• 

AM>B]!TOA  -W  MOUNT  BftOWN'R'OAT- 

'   ALOGUS  OF  BRrtlSH,   OOIjOMAL, 

AND  FOREIGN  t^OSTAGB  STAMPS. 


r        >     p, 


by' MOUNT   liliOWxl 


(    '  I 


in  col.  le  ters  indv^l  jfhxme,  cOniuhtlmj  hhst 
'    ^dfFresMenfi'pjifrbvfi*ahlrin  cacli  aiifjle, 

'     '  XW.  imp.)'A'tV^'  ^ 

■■^'■'    ''5cdtitavokW^c'."  '       '  ■  ■  ■  -i    •   - 
''fii{^^6fPrdhidM  hi  ocarjhitrif^,  knme'[\i^Giits- 
;■'  "'^lyA*]   (^'&iM^  and'  lUt^xmACA]  'ht'7M  in 
'  '  ■  ktMt^  UH&ff.i^^t^trb  of'tahie  iU  each  amjle. 
''"    'm,%»p;  /ecf:      *\' 
,-'10  (ietataVds  green. 
3r<i7W^  [j^t>eBl.li;A  AKGEN'tlN*A]  anU  lidnd  In  col. 
''  '  iMir^'ifi  hvdl  ftahne  coridaifiin'f  hiu$t  of 
Tr^sidaif,  fj^itre  iff  i'oltie  each  sale.     Col, 

Vnp.;  rect. 

15  centavos  blue. 

-.rr      .    in ip!  LOCAL  KSVSLOPBi 

JbkcriptUm  ftVWfOSi  fhaNC'a],  bo*/!*  h^Hoeen  iwo 

haiid  stampad;  0^' 

.'I  •    >GveeQv  

'   '"'         <Sairata/ 

i  P&vtla'ad^MonireaL    Blacfc  imiK ;  ciivulur, 
•  'White*    '.■'..  I 
I  YeBoifi . 


»('. 


)   I '  > 


.  1  i ,  1  / 


'»  '  »     Qreon. 

'1-      "--iledi.'  »   'f  •' 


'  ■  'CoWAmrte  ffcifes  of  ■  Siiritrita:.    , 

himripUihi  ^pAiftH'H  GLJLss  i>*m.]   Ji^jutv  of 


vidue  on  phU<l  groy^fi^  in  oval.     Col.  {vip. ; 
t>  cents  blue. 

CHARLESTON. 

Ifiscrintion  aw  jr>a</c  10,  jitjnre  of  value  in  ovah 
Cttl.  imp.  on  cj»l.  paper ;  fancy  oval. 

5  cents  blue  on  yellow. 

Ift^rrption  [kol.  I'OrfT.  Fii.Mi],  swordi  undmspire 
'  iu  aaUir&  crowiied,  In  oval,  vtdue  in  each 
ftpandriil.     Col.  imp. ;  red. 
4  $.  rose-pink. 

NORTHERN     STATES. 

Sanie  device  rt,9  iHtji).     Bhck  hnp. ;  ftjunre. 
\  silbgros^chen. 

.     PltlVAtH   PU«T   LABELS. 

Inscriptiim  [oHABi/iiti  van  diemkn  Bkib*-  packet 

ktid    GUTBB     liXPKDlTtON     HAM)iUKU]    over 

largo  tcJiit^  tutuwral  if  indAie^  Jitjuroindi- 
catiwj  ealue  in  each  Wtujhu  Col.  imp. ; 
•redy'  /  ■  .     ''' 

1  (sch,)  ifoae. 

2  oraogtf. 

3  lake. 

4  green. 

6  blue* 

8       •      vermilion. 

Bead  of  ising  William,  HI.  h  ri>/7if  in  plain 
oval,  iiiscrij^lton  [i»0ST  ZKGKL]  behnr^  value 
MjiL  upper  antjles.     Col.  imp.',  reel. 
10  c.  lake-red. 

Paiena. 

Same  device  <t8  fint  is^ite.     Blade  imp,;  red. 
car.  10  cB  t«  T. 

olnitcJj  ^latts  flf  ^Biem 

hh^crijdiou  [new  xohk  post  OFiric*j]  U^t  of 
Washiwjion  i»  amd.     dd.  imp.;  lupJQ  red. 
fi/oof  o  ceiiU  vermilion* 
proof  h     ^     gre^». 
Iiidcripthon\\}*  &.  I^OSt  0*fkb]  hi$t  of  UWt- 
kiti^tati,  ioi  ri^hi  in  oval..    Coh  utfp*;  red. 
'  pimf  10  <)«aitis  gre0n» 

Same  device  as  No.  1,  pa(f6  77.     GoU  imp. ; 

red. 

i^ar.  S  cents  green  (smaller  bead)* 
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Inscriptionl}},  p,  postal b]  hmt  of  Frankli^  to 
riqM  in  aval,     black  wip, ;  red. 
b  centg.  '      ,. 

SdTJie  vn^Bcrqition^  hiist  of  Prcmklm  fo  left  wiiJf, 
fur  cup,  oil  fine  elahofaie   eiigme-tum^il 
,.    patm^)L    letters    in   tipper    angles.      Vol., 
imp. ;  reel. 

o  cents  vermilion. , 

*  ,     LOCAL  LABELS.  ,  , 

Aazimt\]^ok'Qjffice[ea(jle   oil   hraitcUX      Col. 
'  ,    iohp. :  reef. 

10  cents  blue. 
Cliij  e.Ppre»8  G  df  ijt  paiA.     423,  'Washlwjion 
St.  S^E.cjL^r^  Sdnsvme.'' Cut.  inw.:  ohloiin. 

•  •;  Blue.  .  ;.,,•.'.- 

Kidder's   City  egress  post  [anirier^.      Black 
'  .    imp.';  Oct.     '      '      '''"'-'*• 

z  cents  uluer green.   . 
Peiinj/  post.^    Vol.  in\p.:  (^hlong^  ,        ' 

18()4t'-*<Saji^.iZamYfKtsl863.^  :  Cvh  imp.;  tocL 

/"  ■  .  !  1   :    „       !8late/'.>        ■     ,.':-..     .  '   ,\* 

'  All  t-efereriees  Are  made  tb  the  fii^ili  editibti ; 
ahd  'Wheipe  a  Aote  6f  iiit^rrogatioh  k  pWdkV 
before  tb6  de3Cri;^)ti(itl  of 'a  stamp,  it  imjiliek 
tb^i  there  i^  aome  dbubt  ds--to  it^  aAthbh- 
i^tHiy  ^'A  k  p(fstatie  lobd,  and  atiy;infortiiati6ti 
res j^hig  it  -WMA  be  aceeptdbld.      '     '  " 


Tf       t'       ■* 


<      t,  ,   f 


B¥  tlDW^D  7/.'  PBilBE«TOK,  AUTBKUt  toT  -l^b^yBlr 
BTAMl^St   now  TODfrtBOTI  THfiMi'        '     ' 

BRtoSH  GtiAyA,  1860.^.1  c^  bljick;  %'4<l  8, 
12,  24  c.     In  ,tW  forgery  the.lihes,  fbrniiug 
the  sky  are  not  very  close  iogether.  They 
may    easily    be    counteci,    whex'eas  in   the, 
genuuie  ones  they  are  very  close  together^, 
(L)  The  0  of  DaSius,  i«  exactly  upright  in  the 
genuine,  C  of  viclssiM  rounded;  in  the  for- 
gery   th^'u   slopes  rather  to     the  left^  and, 
th^  G  of  vicissiM  is  rather  square  bottomed! 
(2.)  .In  the  cent-re  of  each  of  the  two,  star! 
oi'naments  upon  the  garter  is  a  iiot  always 
clear,  in   the  forgery  the  ornaments  them- 
selves aj-e  by  no'  means  clear,  and  the  dot^, 
ai'e  wanting.     (3.)    Th.e  extreme '  bolder  of, 
these  stamps  is  a  white  lino ;  in  each  corner 
of  the  genuine  stamp  is  a  small  square  (each, 


'ifeiit^y 


on 


e 


confining  a  Qg^^^  of  the 
the  '  outer  sides  afce  iilob^^-,.,  ^..y  w^-., — ^ 
border  line/and  the fbotdei-^ itn^  ik ' 'MwM 
more  61*  les^  phaded^A^hdr^'ii'l^om^^;  61^^ 
to  thase  sc[uar6s.  In  tli^,  forgery  the  liomCT 
line  is  shaded  at  the  coMbr^^mi  b^Vf^#"F 
single  tine  ;  the  shaiuifi:  In  the  mniiuk& 
Stamp  is  geherally  ^olxoL  it  is  ^ never  T>j  fit 
veryyistincifme..  (4.)'  The.Q'af AuiM  ve^ 
clumpy,  and  dlfferentl  ^6ii^  ;'kk'prm^ 
not  so  Targe  :  this  is  th^  coii&t^rlfeit'/  ^  j*¥A' "' 
real  stahiu  ha^  the  two  loiters  d'  ipii^^\  *  ^ 
colours  of  Ih'e  forkerieS  ^e  very  wasliVf  aii 
tney  are  lithographed  mipre^oniap  /  ^ 


V  1E;STK^:i     AUSTRALrA.^-l    p. 

ohiiHge,  6  p;  violet-^carmtiiy.  '  'Ua  tne  .z  jp. 
forged  the  s wan  has  no  Ib^  V MbfeV "' '' '  'l^ni' 
leiterih^  bn  i'he  r^staiiip's'  i3^  W.t\(^ '  i^e, 
t\nckti4^  tht^bughoiit ;  ttie' W^^  6¥  t&^l^^ 

boiaS-  thai'pn  the  oth»  mmU''  f^'^'i 
forgery' the  k  Of  P6sTAaa'£md'ffio#^inJLt}feWiil" 
lU  are  none  of  th^in  km{ixl  %  'UM^^ 
th^lei^er^  A'ali  hive  tKe  sake  fcm^^tfir  ^gi^ 
th(J.same  sitamp,:  otliei^  letter^iatfelth^'^^'^ 
Ttc  beautitiiiylWt^i^'^i^^ 
taled  by  ^^er^  /(i^feeildHk-jtiff 'M 
stai^ps  l^uive  the  letilie^hg  'tL|iofc"a  fleWo^ 
ground,  W^iich  '{s.if^i^y  ba^lj^  ii£(taiea  iiiH}&^ 
fithbgi'aiihed:  forgery.     W^l^SS&t 'oP^ttfe' 

2  p.  Ld  Gp:  is  upon  ^  «;Ma'V>fta^ 

in  We  foi-gSi-y '  verV  siiiboth,  ^'  Ihe  g^n^M^ 
I'aiheV rough  "'    ^  ;;:-i-i_.r..f..<  ^uuun.^^ 

.  Tus6Ax\Vl*i»vTsiV'al  GbV.^l;:5:iO,''i(/;^^^ 
80  c.    ThJ^  foi^eries'a7^  chaMf^sitfSj^; 
remai^kable  smoothness  in  JiheJace  rif'JiaWr^* 
and   kii  absence   if  any  wateriMi'k' m'the 
papQi-;  ih  ihe^ov^x4\m:WlM^ 
pointed  bbW.ihl  fc/8n\ifle  fiiiS^'bY 
the  crown  is  riot  cl^V?  being;  ah  indisti^^lL' 
shapeless  mark  ratber>'thejtj^bt"6r% 
of  postale  i  in  the  reaF^Ui^m  ffi^  i^fc^'^i* 
occasionally,  duile   dIktiiiotL    "kid   ik'^wwaVi' 
rather  to  the^.left  Mud'  fei'do'  of  "fe/t^W 

Tuscan^,  first  i&^ue  — All  thfe'  is&de  oti  ^viikU 
The  '  imitations"  of  'the.^e'T4^dk[iv'6t»^ 
resemble  thosb  of  th^  Pt'6\*ki6M'iio^i 
ment,  in  the  ^logthnes^  [  6f  the|  'j^^rrifiA 
absence  of  any  watiern^ai^k'  ^PfiV'sceiiiti^ 
Tastariy  of  the  ^i^ls^W'^'i^fiV^ 
without  a  watermai*!:,  and  tlone  ar6  iipbn  a 


Xnu-'i-.'iSbil]     i*di^ktMv.c6t:ii(i:i6U'SiU(ikzi\kK 
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iw^rf^tly  ^mootll'pap9f;.  Tbadllition  to  these 
niiiqaiQientaJ  ^^illtji«nc^B,  t  .nmj'  me 
w.^oa^^  I^PP^''  P^"^.  lii>4,.no  distmpt  toes ; 
tW^j»w^j'i|ie,  iop  of  tJio'shiei^,_^ftnd  tlie 
^mpr^'g  pjBpS^,",  n|l  'mn'iinto  eacn' other  {ii 
ai^'inaisHnot  inamieri ;  i^e  various  letters  0 
^|  toe  mscViptK)ii-fl^(ili'^B'',<>^@  from  luiotlic^. 
mi^  ft(p'  'j^per  .fiP^!  S^  aWpc^'.  of  the 
wawpnsrlc  wjll  .be  ih^'qfiicke^t  test.  *rirGsc 
fijgene^^re, mostly  qffei-ecl  i^  unused;  tliia 
wilj,be  a  )1  lector  rem  embers 

ffiat  UD)  \y  Qttn  only  be  liHil 

niwh  m  jome,  very  oltl  col- 

Iwrtien,^  amps  'hnve   n^yor 

Imfrtj  i^  np  probability  of 

.'^l^^jCiLi  bj^'  fyrgory  ia ,  like 

tlie,','mj 'y»'  the  papor  and  exc(;i»tion;,,  yery 
wwl«,  ssiooth  paper,,. wliict  1^4"''?  nove.r 
^^T^  any;''^fjiie  p>^;Tersant',  witti '  Ifnlian 
e^^Jlipe,  .;K''t^:^^  iinjtatipn,  tlie  40*,  "l^^r 
^^iif^  ik' af^aja  dislanc^,  ^)'^  is  ,tl;e''panie 
8»M'!,'|i^.**it^ij^e'te,'tli^,  valu^  i;,"P"'  >Ji';tlie 
g^i^ne'l'stamp  't^ip  |ilot|^rter  si<;ilia  .is  the 
Djei»«t-ppint'flnc|  ia;fitJ(lorfi  flj^tluct,  flie  doi^ 
fett^Talu^,  are  iieuttlly  a  trifle  larger ;  in 

Iffg;  fSe  dqfa  Dy  Ine  yaliie  ar?  sifialler ilmn 
i^.a^y;^fj[^pj^'iail)ei|rs.-  The  Ijaekgrouod  of 
ey^^^.^geifTjpie'SIoiiian  .stamp  is.  of  .crossed 
Bne^'^*(&v^|Solj)l  'a?  in^  tlVe^  forgery  ,  (raoat 


genmne^  S'icilians' 'require  a  'strong  glai 

ejij^^a^poljlin^  cff  tljese  forged  spcoiniens  i 

MO'sharp.   ^.^^'.^  .,",;,   ..,...;",, 

IEI(T(Np.'',C,0NFKDt;RAT10H,— A  good  fi>r^ 


gefrj  fc^j^'WteJy  Appeared,  tut  tfie  .colours  ^re 
'--  '^— -■^''     '*  *»  In  'this  imitation,. t|]e."  -'' 
ge  (or  the  r^st  of  the  wi 
infjer  |0N  almost  toncji  the 


i&'j 


p  large 


ctjXFE  tjii  oflQ'side,.  ^nd  tlie  *  pf  .akisentina  on 
toe  filler  ;  •  t,^e  gen^iae  has  tlie  dashes 
porter  tjan  inttiSjforgeiy,  and.the  losvest 
dagti  ia'above  tJie  level,  though  only  slightly, 
oft^^^b^pf  thtiJt^rB.,,  (2.),  Th^.E  and  N 
of  .CKSfAvij  nearly. touch  in  the  forgery,  whilst 
in'iae  MiQiine  s^funp  £here,is  almost  a^^.uch 
^we.|beWeei^  ^ibeiD  as  there  ia  between  the 
*and,V  9^[thif  aanie  word,.  There  are  twp. 
o^r"terepn^.,of  this  .sta^np  v^  inferior 
to'.pfiit'^a  ^^t(i  of,  which  have,  bean  e(ae- 
where  deecrilieA 


■  Baden  Iahd-post,  12  Tq-.—(l.)  The  hyphen 
between  lamd  and  rosT  is,  in  .the  genuine 
stamp,  below  the  opatre  of  the  letler  p.    (2.) 
The  acrulls  in  the  corners  touch  the  outfine 
nearly  everywhere,  where  they  do  not  touch 
they  go  very  near  indeed  to  the  outline. '  (3.) 
Lower  finishing  stroke  to  the  figure  .1  is  not 
BO  long  as  that  at  the  top  of  the  figure,  this 
is  the  forgery;  in   the  ( 
are  nearly  of  the  same 
leaf  to  the  right   of  th 
same  size, as  tl^o  one  o] 
forgery  it  is  coiisiderably 
execution  is  inferior  to  tli 
Sahdwich  Islands. — 1, 
are  very  good  imitation 
the  extreme  simplicity  qj 
variations  in  the  1  c^render  detection  rather 
a  difficult  matter.     The  8  c.  may  be  told  hy 
the  following  signs  in  the  forgery.     The  tail 
of  the  2  projects  beyond  tn^  level  of  the  back 
of  the  figure;  the  point  of  the  tall  is  tutted 
upwards,  but  with  rathRi  amunded  turn  ; 
the  figure  2  is  very  ugly; 'the  small  2  below 
is  equally. awkward  i.ith^  central. 2  ia.nciiBo 
t^jick  andbri^wdas-intherealon^;  .the  point 
at  the  bottojn  of  , the  dosf^i -stroke  of  the 
central. figure  :2  ,ia  pioi'i<^'<^.  outward^..    Tl** 
genuine,  stamp,  hi^    di&erence^    fj^om    Mw 
above,  as  fol|oTf....TJ;^c  tail  of  the  centra)  2 
does  not  project  at  all  beyond  the  level  of 
the  back  of  the  2;  point  of  tt""  2  a  long 
straight  otie,  istn^uetl  up*-»rds,''aiKl''ls  quite 
straight,  not  ctuvod,  as  in  the  forgery :  the 
small  2  is  a  reproduction  of  the  larger  one. 
In  the  1  c.  the,  nrfmeroua  forgeries,  will  fail 
in  sorao.or  all  tlio  following  points.     The  0 
of  CB^T,  if  made  all  round,  will  he  a  circle;    ■ 
one  variety  has  in  of  imr.a  printed  on  a  dif- 
ferent loFcl  to  that  of  the  rest  of  the  word ; 
the  w  of  HAWAIIAN  very  sharp  and  rather 
pointed;  the   various    letters    A    invariably 
alike.     There  are  two  very  clear  varieties  of 
tills  stamp;  one  has  the  top  of  the  Sgure  1 
pointed  (formed  by  an  acute  angle),  whilst 
the  other  shows  tho  top  ^ith  a  curved  line, 


2  sch.^  pink^'  The  oi-iginal  stamjffi  Ji>ve  a 
thread  woven  into  the  substance  of  the 
paper ;  in  the  forgery  this  ia  imitated  by  a 
thread  placed  hotweeu   two  pieces  of  thin 
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paper,  wliict  nre  tTieri  guiiimeil  togetl^er, 
and  the  stamp  printed  upon  the  aouble 
paper.  ;  In  all  genuine,  Schleswig-Holsteih 
of  184^,  there  is  a  sort  of  shadow  over  os  of 
PQS^IV  rand  over  parts  qf  all  the  letters  in 
souiLUNO.  On  examining  a  genuine  one  it 
will  be  noticed  how  very  dark  the  eagle 
appears  against  the  l)£^3K^round,  although' 
both  ar^  of  the  same  colour.  From  the' 
shadow  over  many  of  the  letters  wnidh  cover 
parts  of  the .  ea^le*  I  i/ifer  that  the  dar){;pr 
colour  of  the  eagle  Is  caused  by  a  further 
apph'qatioQ  of  colour  to  tl>e  ea^le  afte^r  it  has 
been  printed  in  the  colour  of  the  back- 
ground. On  close  inspection  the  eagle  will 
appea?  printed  uj)on  a  blue-tinted  paper,  the 
re^t  of  the  stamp  being  evidently  upon  a 
whi,t^  one,  whicp  clearly  proves  that  the 
eagle  has  been  coloured  alter  the  stamp  was 
prmted;  this  the  forgery  cannot  imitate;' 
and  besides  this  absence  of  colour  upoti  th6 
eagle,  the  shield  in  tlie  forgery — embossed— 
is  made  with  one  point  at  the  bottotti, 
whereas  the  genuine  stamp  has  three  points 
at  the  bottom,  one  at  bach  corner  and  one  ini 
tiie  centre.  The  thread  in  the  forgery  may 
easily  be  exposed  by  carefully  wetting  the 
back  of  the  stamp^  and  sci-ajnng  away  the 
paper  with  a'p^uKnife,  Even'  line  of  the 
genuine  is  distinct;  the  forgery  is  a  great 
contrast  in  that  respect.  P(»stniarked  184^ 
Schleswig-Holsteins  are  seldom  seen  (the 
forgeries  are  almost  always  postmarked)  ; 
the  groat  majority  of  the  specimens  known 
are  perfectly  clean  and  unused. 

THE  OBSOLETE  SPANISH  STAMPS. 

FHOM  MOEN8'   MAOAZIXE. 

On  lately  perusing  a  notice  in  a  largely  cir- 
culated English  stamp  magazine,  in  which 
the  writer  (who  afterwards  su^g  his  pali- 
node) deniea  the  existence  of  the  double 
stamp  of  GenevA,  \vc  took  it  into  our  head 
that  a  crowd  of  things,  much  less  simple, 
forsooth,  either  unknown  or  uncomprehended, 
would  render  the  publication  of  the  following 
reflections  not  uninteresting  to  the  postal 
world. 

It  18  worth  remarking  that  hitherto  ama- 
teurs have  confined  thenii^elves  to  an  earnest 
q^uest^^-Bomotimes  fruitless,  sometimes  very 
partially  successful  -after  the  long  disused 


stanipft  of  Sp^ii;'t!ie  he  plf^^nWi^,  bo  ^  ittr^ 
of  a  collection  ;  but  it  strikes  ti^  tfbftt,  iwJftrtJ 
from  posse^on,  they  hftve  nevei*  nfcttacted 
any     individual    interest    re^pe^itag'  tb^lr 
emission .     We  fmagme,  therefore,  *  We*  are'  on 
untrodden  grdund  in  examining*  th^  fttaiimg 
type  ^f  the  bear  climbii/ijg  a  tree,  the-  wedU' 
known  arms  of  the  ciity  df  Madrid.*  "IWtt 
stam|)  i^  usually  catalogued  tf^ismied  jWl648 
or  1841>,  but  it  is  ndw  generally  lihder«to<x^ 
that  it  did  not  appear  till  much  later."  Iti 
fact  the  3  cuar^s^  preceded  it' afi -spedftl  "fbr 
Madrid,  in  November,  1B^3;     'Phtfe»Was^«tfl-' 
ployed  till  Man*h,    1854;'  wheri'tbe'lcUkrto  - 
replaced  it,  destined  inf  it«  turn  t6  b<d  tt*fpet<j 
sedcd  by  a  rival;  odd  numbei^  being* ^i|^mk 
rently  les^  suitable  than  eVen  bn^  to  moiw ; 
taste.     Tb^  2  euartos,  tli^n,  b^iiring  'alitor 
the  Madrid  artbs,  t^as  alartted.   '  'But^^tbis' 
impres5sion   df  tn^dittm  iala^,   iydtied-'^-'tt 
femer  by  the  posfcal  authorities,  -wajs'  ©tit'  otf' 
in  the  flowed  bf  its  yotttliv    Ni^efthteless  *«h^ 
ef^says  beitig  fir^  yniad^  /fd^-w e=p6^ses8  cdpie^' 
both  of  the  efesay  an^  mi  siatnp),  the^  l«*te»i 
gilt;  not  brcTiizlefl  lite  tlie  ■pi*e<Jdiiie:-iHab^ 
appeared;  but  thl^re?  ii^  ckreefr  ^^dd'^'l^gld 
curreticy  was  detiied,  aftd  it  ^emaiMli  'In^ 
the   Duke   of  Augustenburg,    a    preteiidW 
without  a  oTowti.  .:    ;  ».i.  ,    /, ,      .,// 

Projection  and  rqjebtiota'^nee'igiisi/^'Aij' 
the  stppressicih  6f'^e^^i!uirjd  bea4*^had'be^ 
decided  on,  ffjrthe  |iur^se'of  ^'Kt^tiduig*  to 
^Tl  the  toWni  Of  Sp^in  tbe^pcHrde^^  df  wloo«l 
post,  an  essay' wak  deirfgtied  'w^  h^BX^  thd 
Spanish  arms,  inscribed  <:?^ttii«:o  IM^'  above 
and  i-'RAKco  2  cs.  beldi^J  l*hiH  ^^fe^,'  whJbh) 
when  attainable,  finds  place  in  our  collections 
pninted  in  blaok  on  .wjWte,  di4  «MC* 
meet  tha  rfeqniradiejdgQftWj  Akt,  «mm>^  aft«V 
in  November,  1854  came  out  the  2  cuartos, 
green,  such  as  w^e  all  tnow  it,  >ifth' arfai6|;£^ 
bearings  ;  in  this  respect' similar' to  th^'^ssay 
with  CORREO  INTERIOR  just  ttieritioned,  bat 
differing  inasmuch  as  the  up^r  portJoto  ttf 
the  stamp  siimlv  showed  tfc&  word  CO^tBfcos 
preceded  and  mllowed  by  an  H$iefi8k.  Theie 
appeared  to  be  lucky  stars,  fbr  .tinde**,  this 
form  the  impression  lasted  midiBtui^bed*a*ffong 
its  congeners  till  a  new  series  turned  tli^m 
all  together  to  the  right  about, 

Al)out  the  same  time,  this  devicd,  *m& 
some  modification  in  the  inscription,  B:^'the 


Jai.v  I,  im^l      TH9  il^TA:>iP-Q0I,LeGTQ5;§ .  ^^(^4^l^^., 
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addition  of  the  dfttci,  was  luJopted^fpr  t\^&  4, 
ciMMftQ6  «q4  I  real  gtampa,  which  wjs?re  used 
tiUHa?Qh,  ^^^,  Jin  for  the  other  stamps 
withianiuMT^J  ji^eariogs  a^d  heraldic  miuitlea 
— 'th^  6  cnartoa,  .2, '  5,  a»d  6  reales — their 
dmratipQ  w*s  Uppited  to  the  year  1854^  and 
mcih^Qver*  th^  6  cuartos  itself  speedily  gave  . 
pteiW  to  tb^A-^/cjtedabov^..   . 

'Fina%;,w<e  ^a^iW.beg'  to  remark  iu  con-. 
tm^fi^.f^  ^onxv^ui  Qpi^ion  affirming  Uie 
i^ifnppesiM^iof  ^e-  p)d  Spaimh  stamps),  that, 
as.fttfiflianegardg,  the  2  and  4  cuartos,  aud 
1  raal^  18^  such^vival  is  physically  im», 
possible,  f  for  the  if^ate  underwent  material 
alter^ioi}^  .when  the  cha^jges  we  alluded  to 
toel^^plac0^,4nd  moreover  ^nori^her  metumor- 
phQ8i*.to,ifit  it  £cMv  tl^e  igorenwnpnt  stamp 
aSti^d  to^p^fliidal  documents  in  the  colony  of 
LD^nn^i ; , ;  rrhe :  ,iB^riptio^;^  t^p  and  bpttom, 
was. th0iL. altered  r  the  formu^r  ipon^usting  of 
tlie  words,  JPKO.JCDK'IAI^;  the  latter,  the  value 
o(fSi©.^fca>|i»p,a(?Qprdijag  to  the  Impqrtaiiqe  of 
tfe  deed. ,.  jQi^r.Qwft  specimen,  li,la<*  coloured, 
8how*[tbeT  legpnd^  ViW/^.  n^  i^''^    ,  A^  a 

fijw«hingL.Qtliok^,the,lionsj  t^MT^^>  ^^  Y^P^ 
sorateb^  M^i  ,Qf '.their  ^eH  andth^  sword 
attd'biUa«iQf?,<waWematicoi  of  justice,  subati- 

We  maj  conclude  by  adding  tliat  the 
H^ks  ;<rf.  1852  and  18d3  were  likewise  so 
i^ieved,  andj  totally  dj^maaged  by  filing  as  to 
befoT'^^err^iselQss,,  In  t£is  state  they  have 
been  i^peofced  by  a  friend  of  our  own ;  and 
itJd  moir0  than  prpbabje,  though  we  dare  not 
Toncbr  for  -it  as  a  truth,  -that  the  other  blocks. 
imdetrweQt^  similftr  fate^  G.  H.  ' 


■*^» 


TMs  interestitig  ai^t^de  gave  rise  to  a  sup* 
plementary  <5oT&imimication  from  J.  B. 

IU4J>12(G  ycMw:;  artiqie  pn  the  obsolete  Spanish, 
I  fancied  the :  following  additional  details 
woftld  prove  no  leas  interesting  to  your 
uamerons  readers. 

A  decnee  of  October  24,  1849,  established 
a  mode  of  prep^^ing  letters  hitherto  unknown 
to  Spaim  oy  ^®  emission  of  postage  stamps 
divided;  into  two  categories. 

The  firati  according  to  the  decree,  con- 
sisted of  two  stamps ;  6  cuartos  and  12 
coartoB  in  Taloe,  to  frank  letters  for  home 
postage. 


The  second  was  to  comprise  two  sorts :  5 
and  10  reales  tor  honio,  and  1(3  reales'  for 
foreign  postage.      ^ 

.^  royal  order  of  Decemlier  1,  'I^41>,  ap- 
proves of  the  postage-stamp  institution,  and 
appoints  it  to  take  effect  on  January  1,  1850. 

By  a  ministerial  order  of  December  14, 
184y,  these  stamps  were  to  be  manufactured 
in  the  national  manufactory  of  deed  stamps, 
and  sold  by  the  tobacco  vendors  with  an 
allowance  ^fS  {wr  cent.  ' 

The  postal  service  for  Madrid  was  insti- 
tuted by  a  royal  decree  of  Novem*ber,  8, 
1852,  To  this  end  were  estaWfshed  post* 
offices  at  the  ejctreme  points  of  the  cifr,  and" 
a  special  stamp  bearing  the  city  arms  was 
created,  m  vajue  o  cuartos.  The  d(^cree 
declared  that  every  letter  not  prepaid  with  this 
stamp,  or  even  if  insufficiently  so,  should  not 
be  delivered  to  the  address.  All  correspoiid- 
ence  was  to  1k»  specially  collected  twice  a 
day,  and  distributed  within  two  htmrs  after- 
wards. .  ' 

Independently  of  these  offices,  iron  pillars 
W^th  a  hole  at  the  top  for  the  purpose  of 
depositing  letters,  were  set  up  in  divers 
quarters  of  the  city. 

.The  1  cuarto  stamp — bear  and  tree — 
created  by  a  decree  of  May  29,  1858,  was* 
circulated  on  the  15th  of  December,  185^^. 
The  ^  cuartos,  superseded  by  tins  new  emis- 
sion, could  be  changed  at  the  offipcs  for  the 
1  cuarto  stamps. 

In  1858  were  sold — 

1  cuarto  stamps  14,110 

3       „  „        2,880 

'    e      „          ,r       "-    -  ••    l,X<>4,2Gl 
12       „  ,.        ,.         10,021 

2  reales       „       211 

5      „  „       4^9(10 

O  ,,  ,k  .........  C»t/t7 

The  2  and  G  reales  then  may  be  considered 
as  the  rarest,  judging  from  the  small  number 
circulated.  As  to  their  reimpression  it  is 
perfectly'  impossible,  the  plates  having  been 
destroyed,  as  testified  by  a  legal  document 
to  that  eft'ect. 

[Note. — Very  slight  discropiincies  mny  bo  obs  "n-Hbk'  m 
thv  comwunicationa  of  the  twQ  writers;  but  not-lunp  at 
aU  deteriorating  from  the  value  of  this  appaitititly 
authentic  atid  int^rcstiMg  infortDatioin.  On  glmcing  at 
the  statiaties  of  imue,  we  need  not  bo  tmrpriied  ut  the 
cnoiTOoti^ly  di8proi>ortionate  shoals  of  the  6  c  stamp;}  wc 
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XKE~3I!MIP-eOLtiEarOR»MLUI'MII(m'       IjTtiilia.iaMi. 


nHi!t)<Hi!^:|ilfompRriMa 'wM  the  otbei  

A  •»H4«iiie''t»<7  Jati  "f  iPosWl,  g<wip  »U\  ainuBC  our 
n-aJiTs,  In  (he  elTL-ct  thk  bm  (■titerpMixe  piibliBncra 
(Uian  vhoDi  no  ttM.  vt^  hro  ^fnfldmt,  #ill  tki  mansar: 
prittd  ati'thBimwuDoerowlJdwaflMei^fullvo.'Ktii'ial** 
with.,  the  SpiHHall  govfraineiil  for  iihe  purchaw  iif  thi 
oiirinal  diva  at  me  (irly  laso'otsror  ai-'Mi-piw^nfro' 
pHn^g  thnn' fnr' adlpi'iiil>d')ilaa'«.-itk  He  ^raxiEu 


newly-issued,  or  inedfted    ' 

'■;;  ■  ;■  ■  ■;  ■■■stamps;-       -■;  ■  ■ ' 

W«  ramembef  twingiOKe  ptlfzled  asito  the 


wmtMrpei}M;orcoinnne8, .,,  ,  ■.  .  .  ,  . ,.  ' 
w^adpjse  t&e  liiindradth  jW^ rof  a.M«xica«i 
d^^ie  inieiided  tuf  be  <ieHignat«dj  .    ■ . 

TSw-sttfflajps  are,,l(y  p^  MlWesp  wtiat,  ,we 
aM  given  to  undBpstand:;  wet.la*ioy;it  mufit 
ha  the  Bante  who  has  lul^y  ipuAd^tod  t|he 
Btftinpi  world  with,  so  nuiuy;  ftalum  .essajfB,  in 
every,  possible  isliade  «f  cv>loHr.  i  Thwi  wiU 
show  the  noTv  emperor  perfectly  defoid 
of  .pfiejudico  (aJwaya  provuiiiig  tbey.  .lire 
odoipted).  .OH  be  «HiMJK>t  W  mippoae;!  taTouX' 
&h)y  .inqtinedtow^rd^aipeoplH:  whooa.the 
A.n*<tritHi!t  Aiusb  .regard  94  reb^ks- 

l^hey,  are,, very  eimijar.to,  hat  not  id«n. 
tiool  with,  ««vb  other ;  the  full  (acv  of  the 
emperor  Masipaib&n  sbowing  itaelf  in  on  oval, 
The  impTQSsiouti  i-VB  m  three  values, — 10  c, 
25  Cp,  and  40  <n;,  sud  each  deuominaliioii! 
i^  j^pEpdnccd .  iu.  .eight' diffpront.colotuis, — 
bl«ok,  brov|-*i,  Hcarlet,;  groan,  wwidiiJi-blac, 
pink, yiolol^and gold.  In  tbe  10  o.  aad2-5o. 
the  head  is  in  au  Ofid,  and  .tbereptt^le 


ooBiplebad  hy>  omBmeattd  fiHingiiiU'i^  Thai 
4:0  :c.:htila.  the  [head  duck^d^-in  a-faiicjiaqiiiM' 

'iTbd'pbetogmpliBl  ofi:h{ailIiiipeiBalii.Hi^ 
ness  have  been  >faitb£ql^  -nnpifidrj'bnt!  mi 
think /ait)rofi]e/  or.  tlii«e<quiartir, ;ifaoe>' wa^d 
harei  liadia  machi.hetiteriefficty  i)fai>Ukai« 
as  it  i£..heiag<  ao\  exceadm^ly  ^atiSi'  iQibem 
hB^«i  evittently.  ;beeU' tlu«aL-d3BtiiKftiiengm>^ 
ifiga,  thei'^irae  porttruta  .)haViiig'.ide(!i(bd4i 
though  ^^trenie^y!  slight^  dib»«p»iuti^/t:vjh! 

>  ,Thesdtne'atitiablfB>niiabes.iiB|nmth«isenn 
for  Ehieee)}.  -..Welilaeitheiiiheileii.tban.'fhccB 
of  Whi]:^><n)eiiw»s  fibred  iaiour Hut  Damn 
bar  I  .Wtithey,  MW-ivoDf,  irdcytifhiril&uii  tha 
almost  &ult1esa  -pepfacticuti  af  Ithe  /gart^ 

gnl^a^tor thorn  afi>Tac:ithe:iUeanaa«iij  -^Tk^ 
arejU.  tiir^  Idenhmdnaiiamar^^;  'SO)'  aiui'481 
lepn;  A  portiraitr|o£:£iigl  Qfloqgn  (obt  fiiR 
&Ge,batsHgJitly4a.tbBien)  i&ilaBioM'iSlP 
the  highest  nitd  lenTestivilnes,  bndiinta&oc^ 
rectattgi6'forJthe'i)iitietsiBdiat«u;<l  eoiIj  oiuie; 
above;  ledpt.  belan^  ITheSOlib  inltbbinidi^ 
tax  H)B  Fig])t,iaad:k)jl^  iand.vtlM  i&>jKidt4<X'ati 
the  lower.cocnensi'l:  QuUideithei&amq  4he 
rectangle  is  completed,  aa  in  the  case  of'tiU 
(lesicfMi!^  :by,<antamenlaiiioai.\i.XUeae  ea^ys 
axe  reproduced  1' in  .tbe.tanmsioUottrB  aamv 
h^».ifl8t«nboiiAoiye-ii'ii'J  vih  |j!if/'  ■//  a  ■)■!,; 

We  should  not  omit  mentioning  idiat-tie^ 
(asiitys.cwald  nOt  reaaoiihM^  b^i  ekpdotecl/to 
a^proaoh  iin.«JlaelIeiic«ildic>['(x^8enf  &«eki^ 
hi9iag,tiat,.like<tb^ifninii^Bteelji:^ibiitvw 
veil  as  tbe>  Mt^an8,i£K)ni:iiiboiKi^iaiidt><KfH 
taittly).  toi«Bafihi  onithbgmp&yi"  ■  1 1  ,i.  .J  :„!  u:  ■ 

Besides.  tJ)«Be' tm^'Setajof  utaatfA,  &ttyttir« 
in  natuhe'^,."  we  hiveriitlie  :})Iauitfei:ofMltat' 
Bouncing  several  boitA  fide  ]aB,\iBa^WDkvaf^»i 


'Iti  4^ '^njer  categoi^  i^v-  tonBbi/plub 
fint,  as  in  plMot^da^jlioalidyrtk^iEn^h 
penny  with  leUers  atiUi^  fonr  capnusi  >'%lfiB 
Btamp  has  eiiBtjcd  £tt  mady  aioBfehs  wiai&tr 
choice  collM^tiobs,  bu£  has  onlf  ibeen  oSbially 
isaaedj&r  ft-£»w  weeksii,  Iin[itactitiwiifain"thB 
past  month  an  nnconscionable  deaW  mttdea 
zealena  amatenr'  pay  han-aicran'ai&r  h  sptei- 
meiiL  We.OaKbiitadflj'W«wiahatifadi&Uaa 
td-fmnlaQby.loti.to  obroBide-an/teitinily.'iNiV' 
iaebe  .  ttopersediiig  CheiipaesentniiidRiua.iTMl 
blotches.     We  are  told  the;  jars  ft'ipucni- 
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n'idf  ibe  lengraver'fi  ekill;i  we' 

listening  to  a  long,  iiiiLiit«reHting,  nuianato^ 
u»uitBiitaaa,i'l.ttti&j>  be!<!vei9'''wbn(lBrrul, 
bat  Luishiitufras  ntipOBSible.' 
I  iFova-ootiplvi  o£>{wearka'  nS-yeaJrg'iinvB'thBi 
timedtam^  ofHcJland  bad  an'  Klbioi  pa^ 
h>ih4msdvn.  -  [Tme^  w«<  hava  numi^d  tui 
iofinitaaiiBKL  tMiditiiin  h^'  biKsrting'  ft'  ligbb 
sbd-^a-'idorki  blaefand  -w/a  eursclrcB  bave 
always-palroqiaed.a  pink  on  pink,  bb  well  as 
an  iwhitdtipapOT.'  JjStlwdy,  tflOi  the  JAva 
rianip^iOB  »  Ihitlcli"iEbl<iinair  4i'aa  figuned  in 
auny  ooUoBiaoaB  ion.^tjie  'Bnne<pagei'  '  Tbe 
firU  imUlmeiit/pf  a  nswassDe,  ItLoWuTM,  no^ 
^^oac^  ahd  is  hera  vepr^ 
■ratedi  ,'Denniption  :is.'Dee<i- 
hs^iaa  t^e^etUn  jddgV'fov 
iMelLti;  The  .<i{>loair  .  is  :mdj' 
Ske  Ihe  svtpeMtidei .  ^toMp: 
of Biinlar  salae.  ThcsUmps 
UBi{iecfiTrtitsd;--ainii  iitoabt'' 
Uu^if  thaj  havBilat aleaady 
>^t>^ed^tlis  -libtc  «>^  yal-.:  -'^  - 
low  ^iBisooii  sbowv  ''TlieA|>6MiuM«ngrf^((cl 
mu  praaontedto'ihe  <{)iiblKi  OR  tbe  12th  of 

"tbe  6  knenzap  bios  ondi  th&'l&  kreazer 
atuiffe  «f:  WniteiBbiir^,  loi^  atttioipated, 
are  now  what  the  French  can,  Aachnti  occoro-' 

■  WeiHa^iht  tdd  HaaoTGrtaa  stamps  baTO 
oabjnb  beeB>'«]0teially'iioi«d' as' having'. in 
Mnie'iiuriiAiice&-ih3  rcticntlAtionA  vMacat  m 
Imki  o£  kociwwital .  Oue  TnigM  tmagine  bfaia 
variation  arose' frpmth^.di«bm|f  itnpremed 
nben/ 1^  foneypapcir  obsaced  'to^  lis  in  a 
diSemnt 'poHit^^ixCnit  Hik  nciwopk  in  th6 
MtaBcoaiiw&aUadQ  ta.iseo  >' 
moch  finer  as  to  preclnde  ■ 

t^patairal  smppotattan.  '  I 

i-^ei^i^itodad.  engranbf  I 

npileaentHiLone  lof'  Bon^s  '  I  ' 

beatidM  -auwB    bar  -tbo  I 

^Bnoh:     xepublioi  '      The  I 

etJear  i»  tlia  <sainS  as  the  | 

ooiTDnli  lU'  c^  '  <  '    '  ' 

The  I'DftntavD  brown  cf  .Veneaaelft  is,  as 
wettttlorpaliet^.now  BUperaadedby  to  iudi. 
ndaal:  cf '  Hm'  Hlma  denominataon,  bluish 
gnen,  aimiiac  i»  type  to  what  is  oflled  the 


The  etampg  of  St.  Lncia  ar«  chaugttd'  ia 
colour.  The  sixpenny  is  bri^t  verdi^^ris^ 
green;  the  lourpeiuiyv  though  .  appan^ntly. 
MghtcF  in  hue  than  before^  ie  reaUy  printed 
in  indigo;  and  tlie  penny  Is  of  a  more  rosy 
ired.  In  faot,  we  tliink,  iroiu.  Ui«  general 
sharpness  of  the  device  and  )ett«^^iati  tlis 
plate  from  which  they  are  engraved  must  be 
anqv^>n^.■  i  'i  !   :,  -  i.  y  ■  ;r\Y, 

Belgium  ia  eKp!oet«d,  when  its  new  issue 
appears,  to  present  those  who  choOHe  to  pav 
for  them  with  the  additional  deriomiii«tioiM 
<^  69  cehtimm,  1  ^nc,  and  2  franco    ' 
■  The  advance'  guiPd,  fl-  ».;  v 
of  a  new    aerieB  ftir   Uen-'  '> 
ouirk    bae     Atarted    forth  | 
qitittf  -uiiexpectodlyt  people  J 
imagining    the    poor    luck-  | 
less  Danes  liftd  tome^ifi^  | 
rise  to  think  abont  <&!  -pre-  | 
sent.  -   The    subjonitid    res' 
preaentation '  will  ahoW  the  ^trts  brttlfc  wf 
siiailitrity  w^h,  and  difference  From';  fhe  For-' 
mer  enii^Aatious  of  tbe  Same' country.     The 
great  _aonyv;nience    of  perfonttibn  'BeeMs*  tfl 
have  atrnuk  the  Dntoh  and  the  Danes  at'tJie 
same  time.     The  stamp  figtlred  l^'pin*'  oii 
white.  "  '       ■■■'■.'■■     I    ■  r..- 

Holstein    starts    a   tMM 
candidate    for  ■  circulation. 
It  remains  to  be  pr<n'ed  htW    ' 
long  tbis' will' Ifldt.     Ftant 
the  other  two  'it  eligfctly  (Jifr  ' 
fets  in  Che  mofietery  valtie. 
In  the  present  instance  it- ■ 
ia  placed  in  a  cnrvej  no*  atrs  _.,    , 
fenner  issues.    The  colour  js 'stiH'bThftj'bnti 
it  is  printed  on  a  fancy  ground  of  rose  and 
white.  .......  ■      , 

We  brieve  the  cnrrenb  stMnpa  Rrt-  Irtipon 
have  not  yet  been  ohronfcled  in  a»y  Jln^Hsh 
jonroal,  at  alleventa  not  in  tmra.  They  «M 
fac-similea  of  the  presentiiaaneof  Sptfrn;  tfte 
head  of  her  Spanish  majesty,  tbe  oVal.freme 
Mid  other  otTiamentation,  a^  well  aa  the 
upper  inscription  being' identical.  Thereare' 
four  ralnea— 25  cent.  P"-  F*  scarlet  on  flesh ; 
12  i-8thH  cent.  P"-  F*- bKie  on  pale  orange  r 
6  2-8ths  cent.  P^  F*-  green  on  flesh ;  and 
3  l-8t.h  cent.  P^  F^  black  on  yellow.  We 
will  give  an  engntvinc;  of  one  in  one  next. 

We  might  swell  this  paper  beyond  bonnds, 
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wete"^e'to 'tfote  all  tho  new  '(ss*e8,'^r0«A3fe, 
<tc ,  We' have  8ee«i>  or  beard  of;  but  will 
make  simple  mention  of  a  penny  envelope; 
qieeti*8  head 'to  left,  pink  impression,  aiid 
a  'pennr^  adheisive/  very  like  our  awn 
fomfp^nriy^ — botk  for  Ne^Sonth  Wales;  and 
finally,  whet  <mr  readers'  cnriosity  ^y  the  a»w 
nottiicetlifeyit  of  stamps  dtarted  hf  a  hitl^erto 
unrepresented  looality  of  Central  America. 


,^.^^—     »»-,»        t-J      .**      -^ 


SKETCHES  Q¥  TJIE  LBSS-KNOWN' 
STAMP  COUNtKlES. 

.      t       BY     0»     W.     VINEB,    AiM.,     PH. P. 

'  yt.-ttfE  BA^s^uBf AN  /p^iNcitAtmEs; 

MOLDAVIA  AKD  y^^LhkCBU. 

Havino  traced  the  history  of  the  Moldto^ 
Wallachian  prorajice**  from  theitj  earliest 
records^  foillowjed  it  throulgb  the  Dark!  Ages 
— and  darkest  of  ifee  dari^i  they  were^-'Und 
carried  it  down.-  to  owr  owA  timto;  notkijig 
remains  to  be  giv^A  but  a  slight  notide  of 
the  extent  and  pt^xbce  of  the*  i^agions,  the 
pniHsipal  cities,  the  I  jftn^quitiesy^  sketch  of 
mahners  and  costoms;  aod,  iast  not  least,  thd 
postage  sjbampsi  c 

Moldavia  and- W^laohia  togetheotrtoovev  a 
snrfeceof  meatly  GOOO^uare  l?renph  ieagaes; 
one^thiird  'Only  of  whidb-  oonsiitates  tbe  for^ 
mer<  prorince^  ft  region  more  generally  broken 
and  mountainoi^  than  the  kktter^  whooe  rise 
is  gradual  and  continuous  from  the  imotiense 
Dfuinbian  plains  io  the  topmost  pe«k  K>f  'the 
Carpathians.  The-dimaJte  is  ever  in  the 
extremea,  without  intelrmediate  <  seasons ;  the 
fite  months  oi-  Wintdr  preseixtiiig  the  eM  of 
Moscow,  •  and  thei  iteveo  summer  months  the 
heat  of  Greece.  'Few  European  conntxies, 
novottheleea,  aire  so  &vonred  by  nature.  The 
combination  of '  plains,  meadows,  woods,  and 
mountains,  with  few^  ?if  any^  intetrvab  o£  un-* 
productii^e  i^oil^  Tenders!  the  appearance  •  of 
the  couotry  that  of  a  terrestrial  pavadise. 
Ornamental  timber  is  abiuidant ;  salt,  snffir 
oient  to  supply  >idl  *  Europe  ;  wjfnes^  capable 
of  cbnnlating '  those  of  '  France  ;  mountains 
staring  up  in  their  depths^  nDerotiry)  iron^ 
copper,'  sulphnr^  and  bitamen ;  andritters  often 
depositing- flakes  of  pure  g^^  Wax^h<>oiey) 
tobaooo,  hides,  Sex,  eom,  wool^silki  large 
and  small  caUie,  poultry,  and  gamo)  swell 


the*  riches.  af>  tbfaeaei >&veured  iregioaiis<  i  N<( 
maiviel  thai  their  possesion  has  been,  Itod^id 
so  >  Eagerly  >  oentestod  j  The  'Sfverage  inofesse 
of  wh^t  is  twehtyfold^  thafci  o£smiHel.  ihwe 
hundredfold.  Fancy  whole  forests  fiUidd  wiA 
pear^  apricot^;  and  cherry:  trees  I  HowpJeasant 
must  be  the  rambles'  bf  adhooiboys  lon  a  hrii* 

hc^idliy  I    >    '  '    '     -    '':-;*      ^.;  ,.-i  '.  .f-   -;,  ■>-    ■'    .  I' 

The  .dapitalt>fT  WtdWhia  is'  Bu<BiBreil,  a 
larget  <sity  contejinitng'  'a:  hundred   thomfiandf 
inhabitants^    about  ten;  ithomasnd-  hoiasM, 
neai^ly  one  hundred .  and  &fty  ^plaoea-of >  worn 
ship,  'with  manasteries,'  *  sbhciols, '  hotels^ '  land/ 
a  cotif'^    Oinr^^o,  i  a  cbrmplian'  of  Ssn 
Giorgio,  is  &mnck!freqiieBtedi^r^'Olvu)g«to> 
the  numerous  <  steamers  pfyihghiotWeea 'the 
Biaek   Bea  and  thie  Dainnbe^  ooi  whi(^  it 
stands,  as  does  alsa  Bi»iiay<andtbeir  Ithiivixtg 
port.     Tergovist,  the  anctenb  capital  lef  ihe 
prineipaMt^,  tiie  aresidpnoe>' cSB  Mibheiel  ^e 
Brave,  nnist. not  be  dvcrlodkedj-tdbr  Graictv% 
the  chi^f  town  of  letoer/WaUil^hiaj;  rtO^he' 
chief   Mm    of    Moldairia  arl9>  Jbiss^   and 
Gralay^,  at  -both  which^  as  well ■€» iaD  Ibhuis, 
arene^nsttls^or-eomsiilar  ia^ents:.£o(r  )£kiglaii^< 
Franbe,  AustHa,' Bussisv'  Oreeo^i-aBA  Itsilyw 
The  united  fiopidatidn  >  amouaibs  t^ .  four  imU^ 
liana,  five4ei^hth8'<^  which  are  tibmberedhy. 
Wallachia^ I '   (-"''t  ■".    -  "■"  '•/!  ■"''   /  '  l>"f  '^i 

*  Of  tihe'  po]iulatioii,  nine-tenths  ia  oonipk^sed 
of  the  desdendantsof  ihe  'ahorigintali  Daoiidafl 
ahd !  the  ;  BooMUL  ied)ioilii^i'ieBgraftM  by 
Trujan.  They<  kve  a ^ne^  hadds^e^r  iht^lh^ 
gent  raooy'  whoise  t^oesubanaoito  -toira  th^inn 
press  of  their  warlike  luioestors^  Itevrpered 
with  a  melancholy!  expressiveo^tfae^sntferii^ 
and  ihumitiation;  ii£  ages;  Gre^ca,!  iBidg^naotft 
Armebi^hs,  J^ws,  and  S^gsbn^  coliipri^the 
remfdning  tenth.  This  Ibfi^  named  piMpfei 
known  as  Boheoouerm  et  M^tjftien^  ia '  France, 
Zingtmi  iu  Itafy^  a>nd  gypsiGs  in  Frfrgltod^JB^ 
ascertained  to  hanre  listed  m^Rdnihaniftfcff 
upward^  of  fonr hundred  yeadrs,. whence  they 
havie  spread  over  all  th^  countries  «f  (Eluropet 
but  their  Qr^in,>Siotwithstaiadsng  treeent  t^ 
searches^ha^cthroi*!!'  sdine'lighd  on  lA^  is  BtiU 
butied  flimid'  the  H^bscarity  of  remate^  aild^ 
qnity.  There  are  about  Itwirhnndred  and 
fi%  thousand  of  ihii  Bihgnhur  and«)rs4)^rioas 
race  in  ithe  two  prbvincefi' 'of  Molo^Tift  and 
Walladnto.  '  '  . 

The  most  evident  reliosi  of  the  ftseient 
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Jhdans-wcBJthB  fonBee  €uid  eai^iBD  randparte^ 
of  isitoiiar  XMMbBBCJ  to  ihose  u^nkll^  facrhied'hy^ 
Wbarian  Qr::8eiioi-»bdrbaiiati>  nations.  .  In 
some  pftrl^  ••  ailS'  tbe'  itrltcels/  of  jminiog:  opera- 
tibuB^-  ^felif .  aijteorioivi-Hlui'  evinded  !  by  >  tlieir 
piaMrei  atyfe  of  opeJpatioii-^toi  those  known 
aS'ifjpertoimiig  to  the  rtimcidf' the  RonbanB. 
The  medals  and  coins  of  ancient  Dacia,  hbi<e 
the  iegonii  iibwi  in  iGiffcelc/  rtowii  in;  Romdh 
chamolem.  iSobis  ofthem  ibean  the  :repfce«- 
seirMioii  of  the  tatielarigenitiB  oif  the  Danniry^ 
m  TOrichiS'fonqs  aiiki  aliatnidesv  but  iinvjurififblj 
Yviaanngfifaebap'o^'MitbraiscrpitheiSuai^  whose 
werfihip  was  h^^ruoduced  thither'  f>om  Pei^Bia. 
Some^exkibft  iji^  bead  lof  rilie  dtos,  er  ^aoced  ' 
oti iih»  «bo)dj^Qaii  d&tinit;jnof  ithei ooantpj* ;  aJ 
r^rebedtation  of*  t whidh  is ;  slill  >  to .-  im  fio&ek ' 
impres»^d  ott'iheiposHiagd  stamps^*  both  jebsov 
lete^atid  in  apt&aLio8e;>i.    k'-  .?-»/..:!  .1       . -.j 

j]0uikiM4*lei9(8  Bf)mfmif0Riainsi^Ujdtdlieprin4  , 
c^whitesJ  1  > ^ei  ptfindiperl  arie ' ^he? -^bridge  of 
Tmjhn  andfihbi£wer^of  SeVeriimsj     For  an 
appveciQticd^  of  <thei  bdiauil^s  bf  tiiese>  c^Icm 
brtttodi^difieesyivecowrsb  nittist  beihad,  ho^Wf* 
ev^to.^e  fxLgie^iofithoiJnstariaiisAHio'haTe 
BO'^if^n  d^iibed>1^]^'ftaiHtt]0  bat  the  bare ' 
foiiiidflttdh» leadist'toi itestii^ilto  thjeib 'OrigiiMbl' 
gnioAenti  i <  r  ^he*;  sitbs  >  ^'Of  toiae:  'Of  i the-  bo wns 
founded  by  the  Romans  are  rich  iurantiqiia^ ' 
H«S(i^<i9  '^kttUmmTs&boviBg  to:  light  perfbct 
siatoes/  kikdiQ^beviobjebts  deaiir ^ to  iSie  ^u*ti8tie 
ejji.   iTh»'!wemdetiak  tod  almost)  perbtonial 
reiiddilaidr^by  ithati  peopk  furherenr^r  it  pspe- 
tivted/  to  ithiis  dsiy.i  attest  their,  findomita^biie^ 
e^eT)2!jitt]ijd  perseveiwneeii  .>  ''    m  *.''   .  >    --  >-'  < 

Sii»  'i^estijge^  >of /  ithe :  ^^niddlei  i agek^ '  aite^ <  of 
co«ra8^>  '^  ^  iixmbb  i  liurger^  .plvipoirtioh.  :  f%0 
ckb^  ^iilty>ahd/!^J3£ft  ifonndedi-by-  Bodoipb 
thd^|B^clD,'>iam  well  'Woithj  ithe:  tnurellcffi'a 
visit: '^'Ther  lattde  >rahk8  as  one  oi  the  most 
heaatiftil  I  edifices  -of  •^he  BieaaHsaiioe  period 
in  •  thfti  rwholey !  vwiAdi  -  •  ^SUsaaakDm  i»  vidk  >m> 
tl|e  {)o8ae8sleii:<3f.  finib  xticmatteries^'of  whio^ 
that  «^  Q?iaiBana,iiin  Wbllachia,  cimtoips  Hm 
gcotto^  <Hid  iffittibi.  laf^  ^Nicodenras  ;  bat  the- 
inost  tielebrateQ.  of  > allisr ithat •  bf  jNiamtao,  in- 
Moldavia^  aiat  ^t^hiohi  laf  ^fobrest i '  6f <  oaks^  like 
those  of  rfiVmtlakiobleaa^  senptes  as 'ad  aventie^ 
Itiit  tte  besi  •  endcnred :  akb;  aad  possesses'  a 
priirtitig  lidnl6,  kUfarary7,lu)^pi^9  eletnentapy 
Bchool,  and  several  industrial  estabikditDiehtflfy 
partieffilail;'  a  aazmfactchry'tfor  serge^' 


Thiei  ^oWie^WallachiAiia  (weupeap,  ^noro. 
particularly^ ! the  rural  population,  whi(di  is. 
natumUy  .less,  affected  by  thiB  ip4ux  ,,of 
foreigners)  -  not  only  preeeitve ;  the  physical 
type,  but.tho  ea^tonwand  .national  dress  lof 
thediTi  anoesti^rd. , .  Z^okldg  at  a  peasaut  of  the^ 
Carpathiaos,  you  might  imagiue  your^Q)^ 
transported  fair  baok  tathe«  tinltes  oS  the  Bor, 
man  emperors.  - :  In  faoe,  %ope(,  and  oostupjttii 
he  is  a  fac-simile  of  the  Dacian  captives  on 
Traga^'^  fi\]eu^^j>y  ^ihopp,  ^ho^  statup*^  fujlovn 
the  halls  olT^  Um .  t*yuyre.j  ,  4?  coajse  linen 
shirt,  and  pantaloons  of  very  peg-top  cut,  a 
girdle  and  isandald  of  goat'&t  skin,  and  a 
lamb>rBl5in/  Phrygian  ^ci^p,  ,  ^rmouuting  ,  a 
head  of  long  black  hair  floating  over  the 
shoulders,  is  his  hatitual  dress,  to  which  is 
ad<led,'On  fiJto  daya  ahd'  in  i^v^^iiiter,  «  vest  <ii* ' 
oterooat  of  lanib  or  felieepskan.  • ;  ■  ' 

Tin  little!  mofe  than  twedty^' years  i^nce,' 
the  villages  wen^  in  a  veiy  primitive  fbm, 
bei'ng  Twerely  ■  holes  dug  -  in  tho  groilnd^  and 
roughly 'irodffed  ovei*;  '  These  roolls  ^being> 
co\^ered  with  earth  on  whieh.the  gr^s  grew, 
gave  a  village  the  •  appearance  -of  an  €usem* 
biage  of  Tii()^<  htl^t ;  >  wad^  unless  betrayied  iby 
the  curling  smoke,  a  traveller, wooid  have 
long"  vairtty'  sought' ifbr  it  hcf  rhuting  placet  he 
wad 'walking  o^r.  These  habitations' >dre 
now  r^laced  byi-ratfeev' ^m6pe/.'pretcna4iiottS' 
cabins; '  btit  >  the '  household  Wnitaro  ^  jand 
domestic  wnd  agm  aiftuval  din  plemedts  Tomain 
as^nitie-as  ev^r/-   ^    ■'■-■   ■    •''■•   *-'         ">■.'_- 

^  l>he'  Ohrist'iflttity  ,of  the  mistic  popiul^itioii 
ia  at  alow-  ebk  Tho  priestsj  seldonx  labl^  itp 
read  or  wntev  aro* obliged  to  learu'thieir 
l*eiiary  fey  :  hOart.  They  ketep  '  trp^  with 
nuiAy  tofaditioufiry  ceremomtfi,*  the  gpeaib' 
feasts  of*  Clmstinas  and*  'Easter," sbnie  hiw 
^nts'  dayi^;  and^  moTOov^er^  tbe  pagan  feast 
of  Flora,  obserrOd  there  iW>nl'  tiaofid'  umne^ 
morial,  on  th^  first  of  May;     ' 

The  eerei^otiiali  observances  in  betrothed 
and  marriage  are  peculiar,  as  tare,  sdso*  those 
apj^rtaimng  to*  ih&  funeral  rites',  ^  but  to 
enter*  into  ikein,  w^ouldi  trench' too-much  on 
our  fippooe,'  andnireimhcist  -etmfine  ouraelve^ 
to: a  skoij^eii  oif  theiopebin^'^erernQny^tisiial 
befolre^  laffianoingu  riA'  f^vaag^  me\xi  having 
found  a'^fit'obje^tt  for:  the  bestdtwal  of •  Ijia 
afiDeotionss,  s^Ma  meesengerg  and  miisie  to 
herparents'  hoose.    The  spokesman  gives  his 
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yt)trtAi ♦  »' •V ^^  <^^*  fitiytfag;' 'M'sben  tC 

t^J^,  h\B  frittids,"Hare'  IrAcM  he^  to  that 
hiD'ciii^,:  itfd' dWrfdiid  tlmt  sbi)  6lian''fe  giveri 
irp  to  th^lr  eniployefl^.'  TKe  ^Veiits  d'eily 
atoy  VeeeJ)W6n  W'ttie  'fti^tttre.  The  otl^ers 
p&r^kb,  Thek  thfe  ^aigmtidtuotlio^  oi'  thd 
dttks^il  if^  br6t!^fc  f6nvard,'itn^  if  is'asked'i^ 
Aey"  Infeatt '  hef.  * '  Of  Mai^'o  nUt  '  Tli^n^  thfe' 
j^tj^ttldthef  is  'pi^dttce'd,  '^nd  igpot^d. 
Alt^l-war*,'  th^  thafdi^ti^s ;  tn Wh'er,;  who,  of* 
course,  meets  the  same' 'i*ece{itibii,  3fhe' 
dfdfes«  'ti^i^ti,'  dii'tfe^tr  ^erV^t'm'thc'  lioiise. 

6t: 

liky 
dt^^ 

bfetix)tiiAl  t»k^8  plkbe;  attd'Mie  '^etfrbs  tri  lier 
re^m;;^  trbe^  sfcfe'ttitest'li^c^fcrtli  rethajti  till 
th&ilay  bf!«*t^iitfrt4fe^J'^Th6Wts/  thrdwh 
al)6iitl' tlie'  Tootti^AnHng^the  'cei^eitlbTify  of 
laArriAge^ '  tb  bfe*6kfe?tt'  iMt  thb'  brfdc^^  aixd 
bridegroom  'retoydhce  cihiMi^h  AtiuWenleJCiis' 
ei/MDote,  attd^thfe  fdfec6'*6f  rti(iti6T  pTaceffl  'iu 
iAf^  tow}  df  "^  de^sfe  'pi^diotis  to'iitfeiTirie'nt; ' 
t^btify  to  'iMi  feomati  oi^in-  of'  both  thefr 

liiartittg^^d'ftiti^hilHtes. '•''"'■''     ' ^^  ' 

These  and  other  remains  of  pagkni^, 
mdtiglM  -n^h  'the'  northerii  ' sttp^titfous 
belief  ■  in  -  'ftiries; ;  1^3  ■  g^ni V  'aM  hionster-, 
dWgons-,  ttnditi  tetral  iftfluekicelB;  iti^irdduced. 
frotn  4h^  fAt  Bast  * '  fenipei*ed  wfth  ^^chi 
Christianity  as  they  are  yet  privileged  to 
understand,,  m^,k^  i^p^  rel^g^if^.  system  a 
strange  and  almost  incomprehensible  hotcU- 

piptchf  / 

Coma  we^  at  Iftst,  to  the  emde  and  semi- 
barbaric  group,  whose  birth  ieoid  fj^rentage 
hkVii  givttti  rise^  16  so  lo^ig  b^t^'  we  ^ust,  not 
entirely  uninteresting  »  dissertatiion,'-<^tbe 
postage  emissions  of  Moldovilb  and  Walla- 
chia.  Destitute  of  beauty,  degatice  J  nay, 
almX)Bt  shapeje$8,  and  uncoutWooking  as 
they  are,  these  ^nooialoua  individuals  inva^ 
riably  come  in  for  a  larger  share  of  attention 
from  the  uiiiiitiatfed,  hi  conseqiaence  of  their 
very  sipgular  appearance,  than  do  many  o£ 
their  more  pictoiKally  attractive  cottrrades  in 
onr  albti^s;  And  here,  apropos  ie  hattes^  as 
our  cliannel  neighbours  say^iui^  we  Tenture 
to  enter  our  humble  protest  against  the  bar- 


Imt^ti^  tindlaflBibtil,  dlid  inOst'ineiiplhoi^^ 
lilural 'tei^m'ta&tJ6^  so  in'coiisJfit^iittvTjut^^^^^ 
ventionaUy'  Appropriated 'to 'ih^' w6i9. '  As 
no  one  6vet-  tattts'br  Mtinis  Ud*  errltri^ 
and  dpmpatativ^ly'fewfev'eiilat'mepiiriMi^ 
it  is  a  pity  atiy  shoild  fe^tniniz^  alfeums. 
Whrit  happy  iiitr6*icer'  of'ndvel'appeHar 
tidfas,  'like  Sydri^y  Smiih,  >ill'  ,rest6re  tte 
Intimate  plur^'^'ifbWP^  '^'fipt'^'rewno^  d 
7WS  moidori^  I  whibb  tntttiiii,' T)]!  uie  wiiT, 
in  thd  preifeiit'.in^fetiride;  '  teapbek^fc)"  ^e 
splendid  hxi\U')  ihosa  ttia^5«ceftb'aiiuiialB  s^ 
grtiphibhlly  d(i6qrib^a  b^ir  the^grektfeist  oif  fio- 
mati  bbii^uerbt-'sjti^Wor^  6f  feigft'tei^h  huiiiaf^ 
ye^fs  iigo, '  tts^  'rkn^g '  W^  '^i'si&t  :foT^ '  of 
Hel-miet';  ^nd  WhosiTdesc^iidiii^   thotA 

sbinWWat  J^lcni^'  ih^  "iiHi^^  le 

savagb  '  toobiW,'  rif  iW  abii^giiiai 'istoai:, 
w€i^&  ii^pki/slque;  6r 'f4riii^Wd%a^ty:&'d 
still "  c6r)pbreany  fill  =  aHd^  'aaofc"ihe'  '^ 
steppes,  atfd pictofi^y*flgtil*e  bn'thews^ 
sfetfp^  of  Motdavik  indmimil  ^^'X' 
'  tt  ft  nmi^  nlbir^  'iUaxi^  tht^ "  W^r  smce 
we  first  set  efe^  6n'  Afe'i^f  t^^^  qiieer  sdmi.* 
nteni  ItWakH^Mti'e'46piJ^;^^^ 
aM;  W'tdtkl'  i^ivLice'^'xif 'M  1^^ 
I6ba1ity;  ifl^ea^'S^on^^l1ie''stiiiM  of'Me^ 
lehbin^g-SfcliW^fn,  bWb^  to  its'ifet^nlboiir 
siiigtlhiUy  ^^thi  slnSl  i^e^l^fSfclien  if 
th^f  duchy:/^  Te^  rew'jollif^ni'm'^ 
cbttnlry  cotiTd  ttien  io'ast  of  more  tti^  one^ 
if  that  efreiL  of  thleflse  individuats;  |m2L  the 
exl$tence  dr'  ^  ^fo'rnfe^  issue  '  Was  VtotaJty 
iraoted.  On  ihi  faitfe '  of  a  infenjtl Jp'  ifl|o4 
OT  {h^  cdhfcftiental  catalogues,  bur  j^r^'inan- 
uAllst  inkoduddd'  'the'%ti(ifc&*6i  p;  r^"^'-^ 
we  thhi^wiU";pt^obablV  tui^kp;  oE&^^ 
vfery  mtich  like  it,  one'  of  th^  fine^^si 
days,  as  lif  is  not  "tikely  tt^^"  ideal ,  61 
existence  of  sueh  aji  article  bould  be  w$(^ 
gt^undless.  In  the  summer  ot  iJdat'ySar, 
w6  sitw  in  6ne  6t  the^  choice  S^arisiati^'Coll^ 
lections,  with  the  old  Spanisti^and'ot^erihen 
priceleqsifipepimen|i,ta  ts^tjof  tl^e.qldej*  m^mA 
Moldavians.     We  npted  them,  but  could  nofc 


of  Moldavia,  were  looked '  upon  in  'England 
ottierwitete'  thaii  With  Bti»ttcib&^  eVek. ' ' 
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im 


tli/B  poejUomce  pf  ^assy.  ,"Wq  mu^t  .take  it 
/or  eraniea  tte  poapai  pffibisJs  there  dp  npt. 
fbrge  their  own.  stamps;  ,b«t,,pemg,pne  qt 

"^^i.W  WWvi^^ii.t^..f9?'liin?it«  p>gh  ,tQ 
P?8ee^>.igeniiiUie;  ppstniiark^^  ^pedimep  oif 
tn^^e  in^issions^  ve:f|-  i;^e  i^  thftt  state^  \>'e. 
must  say  tliQ  j^iscrppa»py .  Jj^  Bp  gre^t  ^«§ 
totally  W  pifecli:^d^,  the'jK^^bilily  of  their 

i^^LF»?^^\R^.^?S^^F  "^  t^^^  insta^cje  of  the 
Cojp^ntps, ,  local  Jfejtpvn^^,.  &p,,  f^opa,  the 

^^n^S  ^^'^&  W^f^^WG^  de^i^.o^  pne, 
Blat^  I'tiie  stampa  of  the  .TDanubiao  .princi- 

an^  irre^Taj^ly^  hand;•^^^?,tted  op  ^ih^et^^.of 
tissuQ  paper'.  The  eayly  apd  later  Moldavian 
iisues  l^re  Wfke.a  reprei^entation  of  t^f  urus^, 

legend  :m.pative,ythe^.Mt^,.  (^tWiepji.  the 
monetaiy  aeaiguAwa)  in  Ropaa^jchfl.^tera 
The  stamps  Tor  the  prii^cipahties,  as  i^itpd 
under  Pnnce  Coo^  lu  Edition  to  the  former, 
emtxt^ms '  splori  a!n  ^&s\e  cro\Y^e(l,  ajidiholdrng , 
rfi  nia'beak  a^fec^ptre.  ,  Qf  ^th^Sfjs^^e,,  th^j^^. 
s^jto"^  iwo  ^oistMicI:,  cplouir^,,iu,th^,3,  p. 
ab^pP^pV^^^e^'^ne^' WTlow  i^i^d  pirange,  tjhe, 
otter  'lififht'  Aiid  darl'  blue- .  Tthe  whple .  pf 

^iV^}^J  .^^V^,5f,  ,^^  -je^fR^W  .M,  postal 
m^M^^JlU'ln'*part^cular^  J-hat  -Prince  Cpuza, 
hiVmg.  displayed  lii^  Parisian  partjalities  by 
tHe'aaoptipn  o^  a  ccruj)  fC  eiai^  .which,  wp  jse^ 

Ml  oyerWnelraing  mnjoi^^y,.  \y^iU  fp^lpw  the, 
exASiivJle^or  liis  ^iieighbours,  botn'  Ti^rks,  an^ 
yr^KS.  by  pomm?ssipn^i^  pi)p  pt  the  tastetul 
eiiflTavers ,  of ,  t^aris  to  prepare  him  some 
d^ffljjns  for  s^  less  ungivili^^d-J^oking  spnes 
of  ]bi^tAge  staij^ps  for  the  .vmte^,, principali- 
ties 6t  ^Moldavia  ahd  Wallachi^,,   ... 

HBVffiW*  orPOBTAL'FUIfpiCATI(^^  , 

T^tc  *  ^idniiafd  Oidie  to ,  Poaf-age- Stamp  Col- 
iedttti^'.  '  Givmg  the  Value  and  I^grees 
(jf  li^i£}%  By  Messrs.  Bbllars  md 
iTiviti.    Second  edition.    Xiondon:  John  , 

THis'fe  not  a.9if}re.reprjnt;of  the  previous 
edition,  as  fK>WdiefaJl>ie  jmu^s ,  seeni,  to  luvve 


beew  ,t»kfi^jfo?:f  t-h^  in^pfpinwno^  of  the.  worjf .: 
In  Qur  review  of  .thi^  ma^u^iu?,  it  origi^^jiy^ 
appeared, .  we'  topK  occa^ioa  ifO  jm^  ^W 
umqueefpellei^cy  of  vpnderip^  f^  verbatiflit 
^d  Jite.ffttim,CQpy^of  the  fcaripuf  iuswptiw*' 
on,  the^  .seycral  .^«peclm€;^a;, described; .  ,thi:^#. 
gteaOy  w^litatuic ,  the  ,  adon tifiq^jcm .  of, ,  ^^ 
doubtM  ^ndiviaual  bv  the  ?»o8t.pignoriM;^t  of, 
t^rp^.  ^  This  is  ,pepu|i^ly  nptiqeat)!^  ia-  thft. 
^if^si^P  (Mid.Ppli^h .en,v^l9pes.;  <;here,.}>eiDg^ 
np  possible  .roeana  of  d^ti?^gu;iBhi^g,th^fJa»t*t!i^i 
from  tlip  former  pf  the,  »ame  ^Joiur,  wirtiQH^ 

sijieh  adi^itippalaid,  ,  ,.,        .'  ..       ,  ,,  .,. 

We  i\ij,vk  tliecQi^piler^tPf  this,  lyprtqn?, 
on  the  r^t.ftide^  i^  ,^d^flipg  fmaijy  j^^ht- 
fl^V,8pep>EQpq,s;.  ^,..pri^.  c^j  e^ui^  with, 
much  ^pre  |acilitv  than,  /supplj  a»  ,i«di7i'i 
dual:  .We.shpuld  be  muph  ,p^eaaed  infith- 
ij^fprmatipn,  re.sp.ect4?ig . ,  tlie  .gjrp^pfd^  fpj?- 
aecreditipg  tJie  Jftp^Taapn  *i^wu|V  wd  #l8Q^.Wr 
regards  the  iwjppenny  blue ,  C^pe,  find  fivpf* 
penny  bJue.lS'ew,  Spuifh  ,i^^^  cto..whiijb  H, 
oprrespwdent  -called  pur  ait^ntjpn^  a^,i^>. 

which, we,  h^ve, elsewhere  ^ude4-   '. 

Gra,nada.  Wk  tp  ,the  earifcirt  4a^  199^  b^; 
a;^  errpr;  the  2,0  pentavos  ^  that  :^s¥iip  ist 
red,  not  brown,  and  the  J,  p^p  ip.^t(^tiieK. 
o^^tt^.    ,    -.^     ^,       ^       .     .,,,    ,,  ,,,     ,,  ,,/.' 

The  ^cotubjnatipn  ojf,  i%^^x  ,  9?xd  mmf^n 
table,  i^  .both,.inTOpiouf.  -^ih^lynPsefiOHi 
The,  oj:nwientar  oovarr ■  t Ji;th9gw>^«^4.  hyi  1 
Messrs.  Day,,  is  singularly  apprppriafie  ^d' 
attrajctive, , .       ,.  ,  .  ,   ,, 


ii.'. 


The  Most  distant  point  to  which  inoiU  are  convovpd 
hy  British  packet  ia  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  about  l^jOOd- 
sttttttto  .niilei;  froni'^aoulhjnupObuj'the  beai^Mt  iai'OliIaig, 
26  pulr^  from  Dovpr.     .   •  .    ,        ,     .  .-   •.;         ..' 

A  Kifw  )iMh  CoNYEXA.y^:E.--Sapie  pf  the  ^wuut^y, 

{)08tinrti,  who  have  lou^  distances  to  tnivel,  to  did^buto 
cttwra  to  widety-*'de(awlied  hou«^  afe  usiug  velocipedes  to 
asaidti  (?)  ^h#uk  m  t^fee^MT  l«b«t)it8. - 

ThR  DlBhFOa  tUE  StAHIPP    0«   this  €f»Ci3tPEIULTB 

States,  bearinjg  portraits,  wenj  m^e  iu  ^u^h^d,  aiid  pm 
the  bloekndc.  They  ate  printed  lU  the  Coii reiterate  Statt>« : 
but  thoro  are  umuetDua  fot^gerie^  ^  ihy^:^^i9Mtd^rk 
Onid^ .  .►,,,,,  '■,,;„{>"  .  ..'■,.... 
THBrr  OP  FouEXpN  §7^\iB$.-}-qn  Mny,  W,  Q^  M^nii  ■ 
was  charged  with  stealing  from   £25  to  £S0  worth  of 

bv  wWt)\  hf  had  be^  empU^ed  7  ihe  had  bten  )diMhAC96d' 
about  three .  weeks,  whea  a  Kf^at,  apantity  of  ||t«^:|9p^  wa« . » 
missed.    A  search  was  uiaae,  anu  about  £5  lQ&.  worS 
found  in  Xan&*s  poUea^Mi..    CcvKuiiitCed  f6i'  one  month 
with haid Ubour*   ,  >   '  ,.>     ,  , 


no 
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SBH^-CAXCHLtixe  Stamw.— An  iiig^nidUA  g«atletiiftn 
h«»  pmposed  a  stamp  whi«^h  Tie  calls  ♦i»elf-CHrtcellmg.' 
Th^  i!ilpi*«!«ion  is  upon  a  tWn  oil  pk^.  Aftc*r  it  has 
<f6^  acm^irt'A,'  ymi  can  onlr  tcmovc  a  ^ere  of  blank 
«olMii4e«s  paper,  the  uA|>rewion  being  left  «pon  the 
envelope, 

'  "lUttt,  DifTTA^ycte  OVER  XTHtcn  ^lArrls  xui  at  jfn^sEST 
'conveyed  \dthin  th^  United  Kingtlora,  hf  railway^,  mail 
catts^'^cum  ijiackets,  &c.,is  abflut  one  hitndi^ed  and  fifty 
'thousand  miles  aMap^  ormoi^  than,  six  nini^  the  dij^tance 
rtmud  the  eattii;  and  the  nnmber  of  let  tern  delivered 
dnnmiUy  is  fi^^^  hundred  and  thirty-nine  milliMii. 

A  Co VNXKY  PoitM ASTiiK  )j^  u  letter  put  in t;0  his  Imnd 
through  the  ofiBce  window,  together  with  the  JfoUowing 
message  delivoretl  with  great  ciui)ha«i8 :  *  Jlta-e's  a  letter ; 
9he  wants  it  to  go  aloug  as  fa.-*t  as,  it  can,  cause,  there's  a 
feller  wants  tp  have  her  here,  iind  die's  courted  hv  another 
ffjller  that* s  not  here,  and  ahic  wapt«,  tp  know  Vnetha'  Ue 
^  going  to, Wye  her  or,  not.  ,,.,,. 

,  AcciDHNT  TO  A  Piw#Aii  Li^TTHR.  Box,„"^  singular 
accident 'bflfeU  one  of  the  pilhir  i«tter  bpKe^at  J^imtno^se. 
mie/stjrofit  ^  pipes  hfwing  been  <?pena(l  fyc  the  puflwse 
ikf  ?!xaifiina.tionii*d  repaii:,  an  e8<;a»e  to(*k  pUco,  and  ihwuc 
of  tl^e  ga*  &>und  its  way  into  th«  -lelitcr  :bojj.  The  night 
watQhman^  t»  light  his  pipe, ^i;uekn  n^atuU^w  thj^  top  of 
thfe  1m>k».  when  a.vWent  explosion  -took ,  pW^  iwcing*  «mt 
the. d'HH'^uid doing  other  damag<^,  b.u^  foiribunately  oa^iifiing 
no  injury  either *t^  the  watchman  or  t^itUe  letters  j 

<    A   WONDBttrUt    PosiMA)!   AKD   AN  ElCTItAMEDINAKT 

PoKV.-^Mr.  jAnkes  Cross,  the  Ghndiit  ]!ietile^t«nt  pottmAn, 
haa  En  his  keenine,  and  toall  appeatancos  as  fi^esli  ad  0ver, 
a  pony '  whidh  ne  has  driven  1 7^  yearsi  The  animal  is  20 
rears  old;  and  during  the  time  that  Mt^  Croaa  lii»  been 
its  owner  it  has  travelled  78  miles  a  week,  or  3952  a  year. 
In  the  aggregate,  it  hu^i  itrav($]l^  66, 160  miles.  The  pony 
is  now  stout  and  hearty,  and  like  its  niakter^  never  had  a 
doctor,  and  never  tooka  dose  of  medicine  in  its  life.  It 
never  missed  its  da\^8  work,  except  on  one  occasion,  when 
it  is  said  a  clmu^V  olacks^th  phn^ed  iid  foot  with  a  nail 
-whilst  ^Aniem^i^ ManUn^  binn 

MArwTwr*  *  NAirtvE '  STAMP^.*^The  ftdheaive .labels, 
i«9U(^at  Mauritau#in.l^8«  with.  th»  Queeu'^  head  on  a 
.  gnmud  of  dltigonal.linei^  app«iirt4^'have  been»execut©d  in 
thesslandt  and  am  vei^  roughly  made.  A«  the  old  block 
beeante  \i<om  out,  a  fresh  one  w«a.  cut,  toid  cooeequeutly 
^ere  are  wt  only,  differences  in  the  head  of  the  Queen, 
hut  the  letters  in  , the  inscdptioo.  vary  in  aize^  and  the 
dittgooid  lines  atie  more  or  lee3  eo^rsely  loarked.  The 
wond  MAURiTiuii  in  these  labeh^  cpnunencea  at. the  right 
lower  an^e,  so  aa  to  read  from  below  upwai'd^  on  ithe 
right  side  of  the  stamp,  Mo*t  of  these  remarks  will  apply 
to  th*  issue  on  a  ground  of  vertical,  horizontali,  and  dia- 
gonal lines,  except  that  the  w«Td  MAURinrs  begins  at  the 
right  upper  angle. — Mount  Brown. 

,  lyyEyriOK,  py;Po8ri^E,8q:A^irp.— tTheiijvv'flntiQn  of 
postage  stamps  is  generally  a.st;rit)ed  to  the  English,  and 
c^rtamfy  thi»y'Wpre  ftwt  used  in  Enghtnd.  But  a  SttK'k- 
hohn  paper,  the  itVtfficitten^  says,  ^hat  so  fer  back  ae  1823, 
a  Swedish  officer,  Lieut.  Trekenber,  of  the  Artillery,  peti- 
fionM  ttie  Chamner  of  Nobler  to  prmwad  to  the  OoVem- 
ment  to  Iasu©  stamped  paper  specially  destined  to  setre 
ftir  envelop**  for  pr^aid  letters.  ♦  The  fad,*  It  adds,  *  is 
duly  receded  in  tkc' minutes  of  the  Chamber j  under  date 
of  2'3rd  M^rch*  1823.'  The  prop^iti«n"was  warmly  sup- 
ported by  Count  de  Schwerin,  ob  the  gmnnd  thnt  it  Vonld 
De  both  oonrvenient  to  the  publio  and  to  ihe  poet-office, 
hat  it  was  rojected  hf  a  Urge  majority' i^  &«/<>^(mi. 

[ThiB  fhct  i»  bried^  alluded  t«  at  pi^  68  of  the  first 

)fume  of  our  magazine. — En.] 


vol 


board  an  English  vessel  m  Calcutta,  had  lately  a  packet 
presented  t<v  hiaxi  th^t^;^  (the  po^i^ffipej  Hip  postage  of 
which  amounted  to  twenty  rupees,,  or, abou^t -^J&S  st|erli|ig. 
It  merely  contained  d  news^iper,  whieh  soine^fiiend'of 
his  in  liondon  had "  ^nbloAcd  ui^  nttlf  «  i^ee«  of  papi?i^,  and 
addfe&KHl  { %h  iriiA '  •  wfren  hl»  v^<*l '  #»* ' in*  ■  Ltmnon,-  ^tti- 
neoting  that  it  'wtmld  find-  MnJ  in  8«.  Ktttheiirie's  Ml. 
Mis  vessel,  liowevtt*,  mailed  htMi^  tiiy  l^ettet-i*»aM -be 
deKyeml,  «nd  It  fbUoired  hfett-^first  to  'Hobart'  TdWn, 
neKtto  Sydner,  theiiie  b(y'B(rtfeba>',-Midi*aM»d  Calcutta, 
thenee  to  >the*  'Matafriti^  and  -flnfOly  %^k  a^ki  f«  €al- 
cutta;  where  it  caught  hitt,  kHer  haMihg  tra^^U^  to,4bO 
miles,  and  ocdup/ied  on'  itstottr  one  v^nraH^  i'^t  m^fiths. 

State  of  txii  ^r.x^ohxri's  Poht-otpicik  iW/1860.- 
**to  giv^  an  niustrsition,*  say*  rCoiint!  .Atrivabt^ne,  thf 
special  rorrespdndent  pf  the  JjiiiUf  Ne wapiti  Sou^em  Italy 
during  the  Ganbatdian  wkr.  in  his  Work  <ui'  Itaii/  undir 
Vtcfot  J^niftwnfteL  'of  the  confiiiiii^n  which  prevailed  in 
one  o^thc  bi^uch(W  6f  the  adnUnistratton  f of  the  l*rbn- 
sional  Government]— the  Post -Office,  X  wiU.rehrte^  a  cir- 
cuiu!<tartce  which  happened^  t<\  Sir  J^mes  L4<*aiti,  tftWanb 
the  end  of  18^.  That  kenth^mftn  ^  arrived  at"!5*^p3iss  in 
tbo  be^nnin^  of  Deci'moe^,  and  wa$  a.stonl$hed  at  not 
rt^ceiving  let'tecs  ft'Om  hid  ft'icn^!*  iivBndan^.  '  Jftvm'  ^y 
he  went  regtilarjy  to  ihe  post-omtie'  Wihself,  stad  the 
ai)swer  was,  V*  ^^o  lettere."  At  la.«»t,  one  day^io  went  with 
the  detenmnalion  to  look  himself  into  \\ie  box  m^«i 
with  the  letter  L.  His  inspection  8o*»n  linl  to  the  dis- 
covery of «  dtoh  Ittttfrti  Which  Kirf^ri  l<%^^ere since 
the  XOth/of  -the  ;i^9nth.,  \Mion.th?  qhicC  clerk. -was 
appealed  to,  to  explain  the  circumstance,  he  merely  said 
it  couM  be  a  matter  of  no'lm|)Ort^i^rce''#hc^er'a^iiuui 
receivi^  a  letter  on^  dkV  or  attotTieVJ  *p^vM^'ft^  gefcltai 
last.  I  hriv^  alW  heanfof  GdHbtildi*;^'^*^  irt  flie^«*Mi 
I  am  mpeakihgof  had  notl^ived  &  Jdt^gle  lbii»'fhii»'tieir 
fHends  feinee  they  left  liom^^,  ftlthcvU^h  tlifV  IM  ^4«wi 
assm^  by  friends  ^ho  hird-come  'to  Nfifpfef' thafttieir 
families hUA  i^tttn regularlj^ once a^eiE*/  "  '^        ' , 

PvNCTr.viifT  OF  'SLkil  Packct*— ^Swi^ii 'ins^ 
occurred  or  remarkable  punctuality  m  the  ^eEreiy'  of 
mails  conveyed  over  great  distances^, even  y)^cix  anfh 
punctuality  was  aepcndent  on  packets  orn^Ting'a^  a  point 
of  junction  by  dinerent  routes.  Ai^qngtQenl  were' the 
following :— 1st-  JTl^^?  *inival",.of  tlif  maUsjr^a  llar*^ 
de^tohod,-  from  Sydney,  New  South  vTaleS,  distant 
nearly  13,000  miles,' on  tjbie  2?nd  Septwnbcr;  fto»  Cal- 
cutta, distant  8^009,  niUe^  oi^tl^c^.n^^, October;' from 
Shttughae,  distant  upwards  of  U^poO  ^^J^the.ldth, 
aud  from  Ilong  Kongi  distai^t  up^Vl^s  of  p),OC(J  imles»on 
the  27tli  September.  .  These  ^u^iiis  we|:^ea^l  d^ij^  m  t^nwA 
on  the  i3th  Xoveinher  at  mithii«h^  aaj^d'  tfce^'  anivoi'pne 
hour  and  ten  minutes  before  that  tuiiei. '  2nd-  The  m^ 
from  the  West  Indies  and  Central  America,  despatched 
from  Southaml)lfeh  oti  ikdlTth^fttahUt,  were  delivered 
at  the  Danisli  I^l^nd ,  pf  $t-  llionms, ,  diat^t  moqe  than 
4000  miles,  at  tne  precise  moment  at ,  which  they  were 
due,  viz..  $t  6  a.m.  on  thc^  2nd  Oct(ilA?r.  'On  the'  same 
voyage,  me  maih  for  Jamaica  and  Demettifn,  c^toyvi^d  in 
each  case  by  a  W]>aTate  branch .  packet,  i**cte  dipfivtred 
within  a  few  minuted  of  the  time  at  WMch  they %i*rtt!  due, 
while  the  mailH  for  parts  of  Central  \Amerfea'  aftd 'for  the 
Pacific  were  delivered  at  Colon  on  ihe 'BJstWta  t?»irt  of 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  distant  5400  iajAi^  SO-taiiinte* 
after  time,  the  packet  having  beeti'  d'etwiieil  At  "sfti  that 
precise  time  by  H.if.S.  Orfowrfb  ;  and  the  tutlSla  for  Chih, 
after  having 'been  conveved  with  hthelrsf' «;r^  tiie 
Isthmus  pf  Panama,  were  delivered  4t  Talpartfi^  dintant 
nearly  9000  miles  from  St)ut%Mpt'ott,  W»  l^nn  before 
the  api>k>iiited  time.        *  '         u    . 
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TITE  l»Rn?CE  dO^RTT  BS?=?AYS. 

$iB,"-I;  aw  ,imi«h  amuawl  thftt.Mr-  Buraa  should  oull 
hlH  ubii^n'ftiona  qh  t)ie  Priooe  (A>iliM>rt ,  Sttaop  a  reply  to 
jay  note,  yrhej^  Iw  ftontksis'  my  i<U»  in  everj'  reopoot; 
klyywiA^  dwtinctjly  UMiltbei'  were  B«v«r  flhovn  iftt  a  x^om- 
init^  Of*  pi^tti§ei  were  Mver  ijitontitKl  for  pot^ngf  *f4mp8 
•r«Ter>  «uigf;e«tf4lM  mioh,  imd,  themforui  have  no  more 
rifkl  to  till?  qaine  pf  '«<^y '  than  tbe  ompc^r  Napol«0B'8 

Jt  \$  o<14  tlMt  a  peniQD  wh»,profi?8fle»tQ  have  such  Mam- 
rite^iufommtiou  of  the  s^rets  of  tb^  Htaiup  office  and  the 
post  ^Mee,  shouts  hot,  nave  told  his  ri*ader  that  the  ovigri- 
ii»J  w<Kd;hlpc]c,  lu^  \\  Thonjp^n,  is  In  the  Museum  at 
South  Kensington^  India-proof  iujpre»si»'>n»  of  that 
llo«Jc  are  iif>t  «o  rare  as  hia  foot  note  w(»iild  lead  his 
readers  to  guijpoae :  ]  I  have  seen  raunV  of  them^  ft<»d  have 
wiein  jhy  cculeetion.  .,yTieu  I  ^aw  the  advertisement  in 
the  ItmlM  I  conciudHd  it  was  a  hoax,  or  an  attem))t  of 
some  imscrupulou^  dealer  to  find  a  riah  flluipteton  to  flt-oce. 

Hr.  Bum.s  seems  to  forget  tJiat  pierced  paper,  pierced 
ear&.  and  pieroed  tin  ami  otlur  metaU  were  in  use  before 
5lr»  ijTi\er  apj)Jied  it  to  the  s«'paration  of  postage  stamps. 
■  ^  Toura  truly, 

finV$H  ^M$eum,  /.  E.  GRAY. 

PROS{:CUTK)J?  0¥  STAMP  FORGERS. 
f«t*«  EdttQf  of  the  *  Btkuv^^CotiT.ctoiCn  MAtVAztKE.* 

Sir,— ^Se«i»g  in  vour  niagaaine  »o  many  remailvs  on 
forged  atarpj^  I  tliink  i^  i*  not  generally  known  that 
th^,i»nQ  exiting  hi w  'm,  j3reat  Biitain  tigainsf  forging 
prveoding  forged  Qh»olete  stamps,  Mr,  E,  L.  Pembeiitn, 
iojih^r  XQihe  Lwcrpool  and  Kewport  Utamp  Advertiser  ^ 
writfs,  *r  wou^r  none  of  those  who  are  so  largely-  en- 
jraped  in  the  tiia^*epu table  traffic  have  not  been  pros<'euted.' 
Nov  any  one  l^in^  prosecuted  for  s<"lling  forged  oWlete 
^mpji  uf  notL<»ent»e,  Uules^i  they  ghai^nti-e  them  genuine  ; 
hat  an  dealers  will  find  it  the  safest  plan  tiot  to  guanintee 
ttteirjtamns  genitipe,  tliere  being  manV  forgeries  j«o  well 
<^Mi(W  tnat  <!ven  veiy  experienced  ^ands  have  been 
takcD  ui,  and  aonie  poor  dutfer  may  dome  to  grief  by  iuad- 
r?rtrtJtij'  gujiran,teeitag  a  forged  (>tump  genuine. 

OU^oiry       ,    ^  VERITAS. 


'iftiafd,  atrd  if  <mce  intentirmally  deecivf^d  SteiT  clear 
ofthe  oflHWiiigr  p^^ty  hi  fiitUre.~Ep.] 

' —7-        . 

QUESTIONABU;  STAJtPS. 
JhCAB  Sir, — III  continuation  of  ray  l:i»t  letter,  I  have 


—aiiad^ ^     , , 

too,  ^e<ax  niajoy  other  blue  phiTling  stamps,  but  thev  were 
cJwTBical  cffipotH ;  this  blue  nhilling  is  of  course  accidental, 
and  pv^^hly  but  .one  sheet  ^^«'«  printed.  But  stni  I  do 
Bot«i^,vhy*thiJr,«?  hein^  a  shilling  blue  Cupe,  should  bo 
My  rvaapn  fo;r  iielipvipg  in  pie  other  blue  stamiw  mcn- 
tiotj^  in  my  fiirrner  letter. 

TaUuDj^  of  t^jeet'  jLjape  stiimps,  1  do  not  know  of  an 
uithei^ic J  sppciroen  of  the  fourpenny  bluc-bWk.  Two 
deaWs  vuo  hare  liad  thousands  of  Cape  stamps  passing 


tlmnigh  thair  haadtr^I  am  not  exAff9oratiji0  ichen  I  say 
thoKi4aiids,^t-«nd  4ili»ong^  tUofie  w^^m  Ahe  ohi  blocks  pctony 
\A\m  and  fourp«ony  wmot  M  well«»all  the  other  block  m^^ 
die  pnnt«d,  o^os,  haFt)  Hevor  nif)t  witii  anr  auoh  staiu^  as 
the  fourpennv  blue-blaokt  other  than  a  few  accid<!»itaUy 
discoloured — by  sea  water  and  otherwise — fourp^ony  blue. 
X  thiuJc  that  all  the  »i>ecimeQs  ^  eoUectifma  would  turn 
out  to  be  such  specimem^  upoa?  ipvestigation,  1,  see,  in 
your  replies  to  correspondent*  i^  Ko  14.  that  you  have 
nevcH!  met  with  tlie  $  c«ntd  Sandwich  Islands  upon  pure 
white  paper ;  it  is  as  i-are  as  |ne  60  criwie  Tuscanj'  upon 
pure  w;hito  paper,  but  it  does. exist  The  I  and  2  cents 
(each  in  blue  and  WackJ  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  are 
exceaslvely  variable  in  rhe  fij^ures  and  letters,  and  are 
difficult  sfanips  to  detect  a  good  invitation  of. 

The  first  issue  for  Lubeck  had  the  4  sch.  stamp  in 
black:  this  4  sch.  was  used  for  two  or  throe  dayn,  and 
theii  it  waschangvdto  the  ^-een  stamn,  which  N^as  us»d 
tintii  last  year.  I  do  not  think  the  Liibeck  varj'  so  much 
as  to  show  any  discn^pancies  in  the  siJse  of  the  tigurea  ahd 
lettrt^ ;  as  f«tt'  ak  I  have  obr^ff ved  th^e  is  but  on©  type. 
Th*"  Spanwh  offleial  (without;  d«fr),  \  onaa,  is  found  teth 
Uthograph^  atMl  die  printed  \  the  first  is  on  deqi  yellow 
paper,  the  Utt«T  npott  a  palw  shades  I  see  yon  «iieak  ttt  a 
oolleftion  of  2400  an  th«»  largest  one  you  know.  Ihfiwi-d 
of  one  covrtAinin^  the  vast  number  W  8900  wpeelniens ; 
what  mimtte  differenera  must  h^  m«de  to  swell  tip  the 
ntiTttlk>ts  in  that  mannw;  allsoi'ts  of  doctored  shades;, 
faded  ooloihrs,  and  *  fishy  ^  stamps  mnst  be  aeknowledgwl 
to  pnxliiceHDch  a  sura  t«tal.  J  -ahbuM*  think  the  tfwner 
Jttoept^d  all  IhttA'  HanlbvTg  privittelabbls  tohichlaiiw 
set  forth  ea  aocurBtely  br  yoitr  ednroqnndenl,  *  F.  L./  to 
the  nomber  of  117  diAereut  spottmenai  It  i»  too  much 
to  ask  iw  to  believe  an  every  emr  of  theil]. 

Youi»  faithfullt% 
ED WAiU>  L.  PEi&ERTON. 

EiffbtuioMj  Binningham. . 


OPPEX'S  STAMP  ALBU)J:, 
To  //«?  Editor  of  the  *  STAXP-CoLLtECTOfi's  MAOAisiifE.' 

S1b,*-AI1o»w  m<^,  throjjih  the  m^ium  of  vow  taltiable 
magazine,  to  suggest  to  H.  Wh>-niper,  Een .  the  following 
improvements  (or  whAt  I,  with  others,  uilnU  wvtuhl  be 
snob)  hi  Oppim's  album.  Firsts  that  the  «»loura«f  tiieold 
«tamp9  be  giv«i ;  •  and,  seeondlr,  that  space  he  aligned 
for  the  insenkm  of  the  flags  and  arms  helong'mg  to  each 
coantrv ;  and  thee  a  sheet  b©  addend  ht  the  ootntnen^ehiekit 
of  each  country,  marking'  space**  fbr  the  flag,  ahad  oo«*  of 
arms,  and  also  the  portrait  of  this  reining  s«\'«f«ign. 
Hoping  you  wiU  eiceuse  me  for  tpe^passing  on  y«ur  space, 

I  am,'  yours  r*spo*tftiilV, 

Pi^Utt.  '  H.  W. 


1 1  ii  1 1     I  > I  m  I  I  n 


.^.■^"♦^■.^^.— .*** 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

B.  S.,  IVinity  St.  Mary,  Ipswith. — ^We  do  not  know  to 
what  you  allude.^ We  never  TBOoived  ati>'.Xova  fikxHia 
stamp  ft»ra  you.  '     • 

R.  J.  W.,  Ilomsoa,  Hull. — Like  youraeif,  yre  see  the 
Wenden  atamps  ndvertised  for  sale ;  undt^  like  yourself, 
are  de^tuto  of  tiny  authentic  informatioii  respecting 
theni,  although  we  luivo  more  than  obce  stated  our  desire 
of  obtaining  rnieh.  We  wouU  thank  the  adyertiaera  of 
them,  who  Certainly  must  be  supposed  to  know  whence 
they  come,  for  some  inkiii^  thereupwi. — The  otily  way, 
or  at  least,  the  best,  of  obtaining  knowlodse  of  the  value 
of  a  tollection,  is  by  forwarding  it  to  a  dealer  for  that 
purpose. 


112 


tim  ■  STAMF-COLLBOrOR'S  MAGAZINE.       [Jdlt  1, 1«64. 


'  Ixitot.v^Tflur  hedd  rnimt  be  brather  diar:  from*  tvniiDf 
round  so  often  on  your  whefll,  pr.yQU.wauji  be  fnUjf  aware 
that  the  impressions  you  mention  have,  like  all  oluects  of 
fknUinie^  o«ly  an  artiflfcidl  valued  iti  other  Wrtw,  they 
ATO^or^  asiiinch  as*  von  ean  pooibl^  obtma  for  them. 
Many  amateurs  'woqlA  ,ym  a  good  pru^  for  such,  others 
would  not  admit  them  at  all.  If  you  reajly  wijin  to  dis- 
pose of  thttii,  you  had  bettw  Advertfaev  W  ^^  ^"^^  '^  » 
vftspept^ble  vendor  for  brI^. 

]Voft<»DY,  Dublin. — The  25  c.  French  empire  very  dark 
blue,  i$  the  earliest  issue  of  that  stamp.  The  shades  of 
fi^l  a^  dai-k  bine,  a»d  that  iysV^t  on  tinted  -Mip^  are 

Confcderatc  States,  mentioned  by  Mouut  IU'Cutj  but  not 
iti  Bellars'S;  Da\ie*s  manual,  \tore  either  not  issued  orun- 
kuoiTAilx)  thn^g€4iilei^ieti  whfn^th«ivb<mk  \vaci<publi«bML 
—The  5,  15,  and  40.cDet,  id  CN#,  and  4W  oont;of  MMeoa, 
beinff  merely  accidental  varieties,  we  su^^pose  they  were 
not  dermed  worthy  of  note.—  As  for  the  stamps  meiiHoned 
ixUht-Stimdafd  tJMaidifue^  and  -which  yon  hav^  vtiml^ 
i^nlod/or.iapur  Moupt  Brqw%  «uoh  asjthv  t^op^nty 
light-olue  of  Natal  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Ilupe ;  Austrian 
Italy  2,  3,  and  15  soldi ;  20  c.  and  80  e.  TVehch  colorties  \ 
flilepfinnv  bloa  Now  Sooth  Wales;  and^baifl  of  Dam  5 
0.  ro^e  .Confod|^t«.  Stores,  you.  will  tii|d  thAjm  •uowhAr^ 
else  but  in  nuHibua.  Tne  French  colonies  and  the  15  s. 
Austrian  Italy  were  itideed  expected,  and  even  eatali^^^ued 
iy  Krowifc  in  book  of  hit  edittoss,  bat  thty  nerer  appeared. 
•^We  h^fe  aocn  a  stai;]>  which  way  ano^vei;  ,t<r  the  descru)" 
tion  of  tlie  dos  reales  of  Meiucoi — ^  e  have  also  seen  the 
5  reifl  of  Don  l^edro,  hair  parted;  but  t«)t  «i  25 r.,  iK*f  li 
50  r.,  or  100  r.  with,  haie  oilf led^^The  5- n«  gr«  Saxonyi 
king's  ^ea/dt  stamp  and  .mscri^tion  to  riffht^  noted  oy 
Mestji-s.  B.  k  D.,  dSd  exist,  =  as  wcU'  as  the  I.  2,  and  3  n. 
gr.,  but  «ot  the  10  n.  >?r. 

KBvii.t4fr-A^Bi  Bi,  Bury  $t  ;EdmuiidV'^The.x^4ouw 
of  the  current  Italiim  aeries  are:  1  c,  fea-gree^:  ^  o.| 
dusky-green  ;  10  c,  dull -orange  ;  1^  c.,  blue  ;  30  c, 
(4i06okt4* ;  40  o.,  rd6e ;  and '2  lira,  aeavlat. 

.H^itATi^j — ^Xour  green  Nou  %i^  ii  ov  identW  a  Qawhutg 
chemical,  alias  cheniical  humbug. — ITie  p  kr.  Wur- 
temburg  blue,  and  2  s.  gr.  North  -Germany  ot  the  «anre 
odlow  hdvd  Ju«t  *tart«d  inta  being.— The  ertibnip  pre- 
paying your  Pnissian  ceturned  h^ei^  may  be  introdu^ 
with  propriety  into  a  collection. — Xo  compound  £nglish 
stamps  but  the  nineDennj"  and  tenpemiy  are  procnrable. 

T.J.  0^,  Caveilduh  Boad^^^Tho  Bixpeimy  and  ahillingr 
octagon  adhesive  English  stamps  were  unaccountably 
omitted  in  Mount  Brow3i*a  fourth  edition,  but  yo\i  will 
find  theih  in  their  proper  place*  in  that  just  publwh^. — 
The  light  «uid  dmrk  ivarietlss  may  bo  ii««TO«d  aoeldentAl, 
but  thii  aixpejiny  on  y^ellawish  paper  is  a  decided  variety. 
— Miieu  cut  close,  tliere  is,  of  course,  no  means  of  ascer- 
taining \H-hicH  were  adhesive^  and  wfeieh  fiv>m  eWte)ope«. 
-^We'  hare  Been-  the  4>  a.  otd  Indian  both  <m  bufi'  and 
wJbitcmiper.— 'AU  the  Spanish  greena  and  bluqs  viu-y  ex- 
ceediu^ly  in  hue. — The  sixpenny  Victoria  of  1862  is  both 
yeBow  and  onmge ;  but  ute  suppose  it  would  almodt 
require  a  dot»ble-slwid .  wanual  to  fuAi^  every  trifling  oc 
even  palpable  va^ety. — ^The  demand  will  probably  crea^ 
the  i^uppjy, 

Sri-iJ^I'KL.-^'Oii  ptrblicatioA  of  ^our  namo  and  addrett^ 
no,  doubt  nangr  ooUo^tors  -  wiU ,  be^  nMy  to  egLqhi^upa 
8pc€lme|)s. — We  wi^  succeijs  to  your  upi)ubli8hed  publj- 
eatwn.— The  juivertisemtmts  in 'our  cohimis  ^ill  give  yon 
the  dettifod  hiformation  on  the  subjeobof  itamp  albums, 

J*  M.  Sapi-RTON,  Healey-oiv-ThaKie*!.— llianka,  for 
your  information  respecting  the  Madcirfi  stamp. — ^Ybu 
wih  see  the  Danish  stamp  yoh  mention  figured  and  de- 
scribed In  th<3  prelwnt  number* 


in^lwlfsfioU  nrt?^^9trtin^f  ^^^ 
bb  e^titU>d'  to  diitihction.  .  ^ei  ibW  «l  "pti^PkAy  black 
stamp  of  that  value  int^  |:^tlemMifS)eoU^op  y^  week, 
whicn  was  taken  from  an  old  letter.  It  is  most  deddedly 
not  artificially  chavigfd|  bfut  fiu^  ^ve  been  to  fircm 
natural  causes. 

X.  C«  M.i  £aati»ounie.r^Oo  lookwg  at  jtbya  J%»iM  Qifi^ 
3'ou  yt'iM  aoo  JiMmbarleis  in»taooes»' or  atieaat^  ti»amany 
for  quot^tiont  iA  wlLi«h«implo3rnve«t  may  b^.fo^nd  §»  the 
threepenny  and  ninepenny  'Bnglisli  <<>ymp»r  ,  Tlie  former 
in  many  cases  is  the  foreign  book  and  newspaper  charge, 
and  thia  Xatter  ppep^ya  to.  Moldf^tf%  «n4i  oAeir/,'pla<^ 
Again,  many  ship  letters  cost  sevqnpenB^  fof/pnepivfineiiU 
ftfec(*9aitating  a  fourp^ny  and  tfow|W{y  i^nfiHrnra. 
Some  poctAgei  ara  ^ini*mncboeiilreqiiiniigr  a  bfaiepcamy 
and  twop^nv.T-i^  <or  those  l0tt^,|df«&im^Bt-««,|B 
the  case  of  Polaiid--^levenpence-iwroeniiy,  and  othen 
with  an  odd  halfpenny.  We  kre  lioi  aWreif  a  petmyil 
permitted  tt  bq  out  in  6all  for  tbo:  requisite; nun.'  lit  not, 
iVi^  one  of  our  official  fw«4» ,  to^  ^x  i  «|ij'fftent  th«t  c^w^* 
not  be  made  but  in  cash,  entailing  a  loss  of  ihaf  or  of 
time  at  the  post-office.  The  heart-shaped  £ngli^  'nliiy, 
if  adoiHed,  w^uld  hoTf 'Wf;UMi«wdr«d;0iiehaPBqiiiiffii^ 

l^jti^lF^  Ajwleyv-pJ^tp  \  ,grosf:hcn  jwh^f^  «»f  9^<>7Y» 
was  issued,  Ajiril  1,  ISw.^BEStELXGpiib-F^  may  be 
rendered,  PiVpaid,  free.  Da  valu^,  is  vH^  \  rr^Mfi^.-' 
Xhq  ^tamp4  i^'iffe  impi^eewd  on.  EligLiidt  rnowp^afcwoni 
si^ice  a  tax  va^i  setjUPOp  them^  Yoap  and  year9,(^9re,t]^ 
introduction  of  a  letter  eltamp. — Tne  lubiim  of  xo^  of 
BriffliMk,  k  a  vaM:  iinrprJvFment  d*  ttiat  df)  lUUiW.^-'Thv 
pttbli^ttirs  wiah  all  eon^unioatioii^;^  bdaeift  m.  or  beM 
^^j ,10th  o;f  the  mon^, .       ,,      ,  ;     ,-    .   , 

A  SttjwcRrt^.— The  blac^k  ^gllfeh  eiiyeloj)e,  Qa«etf i 
h«&d>  no^date,  oim  p^nriy  inj  ralui*,  U  gto^ratfy  adtadM 
i4to  colUctioJlt,  though-  banishefl  frqo^  thf  lak«^  eoi^Mli 
of  Mount  Brown.    W  e  baye  seeut  ^y<^ral  of  them, , 

D.'D.,  Weyraduth.— Therb  ts  aO  W^  df  Hecoverhig 
your  money  f^olA  a  lad  undev  siatt*iii<  eAcefirt  hf  ap^lviDir 
to  his  father ;  and  it  is  possible  tha^  th<a^  fMiy^dii^  tf  jiq( 
a  man  of  honour^  miur  repudiate  the  Ae^t^  and  as  m  a  oaae 
that  came  Under  otir  oiim  ob86rrnfi6n[,'iibhac  ioA  nisult 
you  for  ''trring  -to'  depi9Ta>rai  beT>iaf'  hiat  'poekfil 
money .'  Perua  w  the  bat,terr*j»y  wo»ild  m  ^  Amat  to  (ha 
young  coll(ctori8  honour. — ^We  agree  with  rou.thaiji 
w'Onld  be  'vtty  diftc\ilt,  if  not  imp<)^ble  Sefort  maUk 
magistrates,  to  prove  the  genuineness  or  fitUaitj  6f .»  Btnip^ 
without  hariflg  recomrao  to  the  expei^i^pva ^mf^glii^^ryiif  a 
postal  expert.  This  the  foi-giug  .scamps  are  well  ^ware  oi^ 
and  thit  renders  them  all  the  moM  fei^lM»  in  "^Mt 

BOlsrioUpM^ffio.  '  '   "J       V'  )."*  ' 

BLAin  Athol. — Th'  shilling  blue  C^jm  ^^^ 
by  many  collectors,  and  the  idea  is  prevalent '  fhkC 
wtts  one  «heet  of  them  ]»tinte4  and  employedj—  WV- 
nevor  givai  our  atle^livh:  .'to  *JIer  Idtq'iusty*  Seirrio?' 
enrelopes. — Mobile  being  a  flourishing  seaport,  tfie  repre- 
sentation of  saftors  in  her  stapip  is  easily  accounted  for,-r 
Krante's*  stamps  ar^  miderstood  to  h«ve  beien  mad*'  U 
sell.  *^  We  oonduih)  the  p«puUar  bapei!  qq  -wluch  Iha 
second  issue  of  Hanover  was' printed,  waa  for  t)|ie  j|>reren- 
tion  of  forgery. 

jACX>Btra,  Char]b(»a.-^7b«  Hainburr  Boted  «r#  uaod  for 
local  Utters)  and iM^, a« auoh,, admissibUi. — Wohn v« o4tan 
answered  the  (luestion  you  propound^* — The  «tamp  given 
with  the  J^une  nuinbdi^  was  the  Aintriib  nei(«»pA|it»r  uhrf. 

A.  €.  Y.,  'tonbiidge.— Voar  yelloivitamp as  oiW  t>f  tha 
Baden  local  poatage  labeks.  Thr  othep:  4s  an  A,iyftri>n 
bill  stnmp. 

G.  O.  P.— Th*  Sjpanish  offldnl  atatipa'art  *f  oiBeial 
tfonre^BdoncD,  and  gtirromiaBiit  paoketageneiaUjr. 
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JABBZ  JOJfES'$  EECOLLECTIOJfS  OF 
CONTINENTAL  STAMPS  AND 
STAMP   COUNTRIES. 

CHAFTER  111: 

coNl-Ekinkd  thb  i^risktm  CAiitTirfrr  htami-,  and  i 
'  TO  iti  OWN  8AttorAcm«jN. 

Wb  "vrete  asaeuabled  around  tho  hospitable 
Ward  of  JC  Duript— wliicb,  ty  the  way,  was 
presided  0Y.er<bjr.}iis  .lajdy,  A  lively  and  aini«> 
able  Kttfc  FretK^W'onran,  as  I  am  botind  to 
confess— wbei;  Broiwn  exclaimed?— 

^Pvegot  a^ireasvire  of  m  statnpy  DtiTotr^^*-!! 
jewel  J  a  ^tktjkp  hitherto  unknown  to  col- 

'  Oar  host  Amiled  lutd  requested  to  Bee  it 
'  Witlt  rin  tiiy  heart,'  replied  my  etithusiastic 
comrade^  and  ,  immediately .  prodaeing  and 
opetm^his  d<^  bbokfdtsplajed  his  ▼«Kied 
acbtfeltion.  ST.  Pnrot  examined  the  stamp, 
wd  tkQji  gravely  inquired  where  our  frieiid 
Bitywn^ht^'obti^ned  it;  Whereupon  Brown 
elpqiv?njfj|y.  descrifce^'  tho.,^ppeatance  of  the 
stMAj^i  T^dor^  and  :repeatea  his  statement 
tteit  tl^  stJa^mp  "wa^  wsed  by  the  French 
miwfit^  to 'frank  their  letters,  an j3  evncluded 
by  deolariiig  his  firm  belief  in  the  genuine* 
neWf  df  Md  ptirebas^. 

*  t  fear,*  sai4  Durot,  *  that  Monsieur  Brown 
kaabeeii  imposed,  upeoi:  this  impression  is 
ohly  iirb6nbon  stamfp,,that  is  to  say,  a  label 
placed  by  confectiolncjrs  on  their  little 
bonbon  boaces.' 

*You  must  be  mistaken,^  replied  Brown, 
ioxnewhat  staggered,-  nevertlieless ;  *  my  in- 
fonnant   positively   stated  that  it  was  the 

cabinet  stamp/ 

*Th«  proo&  are,  I  am  afraid,  too  con- 
vincing agmnM;  its  atithetttieity,*  said  our 
bost ;  *  for  here  '  (taking  from  a  plate  on  the 
cbiffennier  a  box  with  a  similar  label)  *  is 
»  fao-simile  in  n^l  i«espects  of  your  dearly* 
bought  jewel.'     ' 

Browft  looked  anything  but  gratified  at 
tbn  inlbrthat4<>^  No  man  likes  to  throw 
*vay  twelve  shillings  for  absolutely  nothing, 
^  this  our  friend  bad  done.  It  was  no 
wonder  therefbre  that  he  appeared  slightly 
difloomposod,  .particularly  when  he  remem- 
bered his  awn  pveykms  elation  at  his  good 


fortune.     But,  as  *M«  Dnrol  remarked^  his 
mistake  was  pardonable. 

*  You  have  been,*  said  he,  ^  so  short  a  time 
in  our  capital  that  it  is  not  surprising  thai 
you  were  deceived.  But  I  should  hardly 
have  thought,  you  would  have  suspected  us 
of  perpetrating  such  a  biu*baroti8  stamp  as 
that.' 

'I  might  certainly  have  oonsideired  that 
point,'  replied  Brown,  *fop  I  must  aoknow- 
ledge  your  siamps  arei  truly  handsome.  Our 
own  labels  (to  (use  a  homely  English  phrase) 
could  not  hoM  a  «ai^le  to  them/ 

*  No,  no,  I  caajuot  admit  so  great  an  in- 
feriority as  you  imply/  returned  our  host ; 
*but  I  may  remind  y6ti  that  o\^  nation 
excels  in  the  execution  pf  works  of  ar^.* 

'And  eren  your  srtamps;'  I  venture  to 
reply,  *  bear  witness  to  yout  natural  aptnes.<i 
in  design.  To  me  it  appeal's  that  those 
issued  during  the  republic  sore  models  of 
beauty.  The  Grecian  profile  of  the  head  of 
Liberty,  nKHreover,  gives  them  such  ^  <;Iassical 
appearance'  as  none  others  possess.  ■ ' 

'Yes,'  said  nay  companion  in  an  under, 
tone,  *  and  it  would  be  much  better  }£  they 
were  still  remwrkable'for  that  classical  style.' 
But  this  rather  ill-timed  remark  pa$snd  un- 
noticed, as  >tadam6  Durot,  who  had  been 
hitherto  a  patient  Kstenfer  to  our  oeoiversa- 
tion,  now  turning  to  me  exclaimed : — 

^  Pardon  me  if  I  inquire^.  Monsieur  JaibeSy 
why  you  should  thus  coDect;  It'  seems'  to 
me  that  our  stamps  are  merely  incidental  to 
the  postal  system^  and  thendfore  of  very 
little  consequence.* 

*  Permit  me,  madame,'  I  replie.^,  *  to  ques- 
tion the  correctness  of  that  opiilicHi.  I  do 
not  k;:cibw  the  system  putisned  in  France 
prior  to  the  establishment  of  cheap  postage ; 
but  in  my  own  Oountry  the  fee  for  trans- 
mission had  to  be  marked  on  each  letter  by 
the  employea  in  our  post-offices,  after  the 
weight  had  been  ascertained  by  them,- — 
operations  which  occupied  much  costly  time ; 
£md  as  mueh  more  was  oonsumed  by  the 
postman,  in  the  collection  from  door  to  door 
of  the  amounts  thus  marked,  Kow  all  this 
labour  is  saved  by  eaoh  writer  affixing  a 
stamp  which  prepays  his  letter.  Btit  had  a 
cheap  postal  system  been  introduced  without 
some  such  plan  as  the  use  of  stamps  having 
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been  adopted,  it  would  have  been  a  failure, 
because  of  the  number  of  persons  who  "would 
be  required  to  mark  the  letters.  In  £au^t,  it 
oould  no  more  exist  than  society  witihoat 
coin  as  an  equivalent  for  goods  and  labour,' 
*  When  are  you  going  to  pull  up  ?  *  in- 
quired Brown ;  an  inquiry  whioh  imme- 
diately reminded  me  of  the  length  to  which 
my  explanation  had  run.  Our  hostess, 
howev^,  declared  herself  convinced,  and 
I  rested  on  my  laurels  contented,  whilst 
Brown  sipped  his  glass  of  claret  (not  Glad- 
stone's) with  increased  gusto.      ^ 

CHAPTER   IV. 

WHEREIN     WE     LEARNEDLY    DISCU83    THE    OHARACTER- 
IBT1C3  OF  FRBNOU  SXAJAPS,  OBSOLETE  AKP  CURRENT. 

We  retnainod  about  ten  days  in  Paris  after 
the  occurrence  of  the  events  narrated  in  the 
last  chapter,  and  then  started  for  Lyons  the 
provincial,  after  visiting  and  admiring  the 
lions  metropolitan,  as  orthodox  tourists  are 
in  duty  bound  to  do.  Upon  arriving  at  the 
southern  capital,  and  immediately  after  par- 
taking of  a  needftil  meal,  we  sallied  out  to 
the  post-office,  and  purchased  a  dozen  40  c. 
stamps,  wherewith  to  frank  our  letters  to 
England,  and  a  couple  of  each  of  the  other 
values  for  our  albums.  It  appeared  strange 
at&'stto  have  to  inquire  for  the  imperial 
labels  instead  of  the  accustozned  queen's 
heads  ;  but  the  value  we  set  upon  our  new 
acquisitions  was  greatly  enhanced,  and  a 
reality  imparted  to  them  which  they  might 
otherwise  have  lacked,  by  our  obtaining  them 
at  the  office ;  for  there  we  saw  the  postal 
system — which  is  merely  indicated  by  a 
French  stamp  when  seen  in  England — in 
actual  operation. 

Upon  returning  to  our  hotel  we  imme- 
diately began  to  remove  the  obliterated 
specimens  which  had  hitherto  represented 
the  tivihres  pastes  of  our  ally  on  the  page 
devoted  to  France  in  our  albums,  and  to 
mount  our  unused  purchases.  Whilst  thus 
employed  I  observed  Brown  scrutinising  one 
of  them  very  closely ;  and  after  a  while  he 
exclaimed  with  energy  :— 

'  Jabez,  whoever  says  there  is  no  good  in 

stamp  collecting  is  a is  a  nincompoop. 

Why,  sir,  there  is  a  world  of  history  in  one 
of  these  stamps.  They  are  evidences  of  the 
achie\-emont  of  a  life-long  aim.     The  head  of 


Louia  Napoleon  is  upon  them  ;  but  before  it 
superseded  that  of  Liberty  there  was  nxk^h 
work  in  Paris.  Men  used  to  think  the 
present  emperor  was  not  quite  soond  in 
brain,  but  they  have  found  out  their  mifitake. 
For  years  he  worked  up  towards  his  present 
position,  whioh  he  vowed  to  attun  to,  and 
ius  vow  is  accomplished.' 

*  Quite  right.  Brown,'  I  replied^  '  towrh  ap 
tliat  bit  a  Kttle  more  and  it  would  do  for  a 
Quartedij,  But  to  come  down  from  history 
to  physiognomy,  don't  you  think  the  porinit 
of  the  emyeror  on  the  stttmps  is  very  unlike 

'  Yes,'  said  friend  Brown ;  *  t©  judge  him 
from  that  yon  would  suppose  hiin  to  be  a 
man  who  paid  more  attention  to  the  corr«ct 
parting  of  his  hair  than  to  the  affairs  of  a 
nation.' 

*"  Exactly  so,'  I  remarked ;  /  he  appears  to 
be  a  fiishionable  beau^^a  "lady's  man"— 
anything,  in  &ct,  but  a  ruler.' 

^  In  reality  care  has  Bjarked  hum  atrougly,' 
replied  Brown ;  *  but  still  he.  looks  «  ifadught- 
fal  and  an  energetio  man.'  *  The  engraving 
of  his  head,  by  the  way,  appears  to  have 
been  an  exact  copy  of  that  on  the  presi- 
dential stamp.* 

*  Barring  only '  the  B  for  Barr^,'  I  re- 
marked.    But  Brown  was  down  upon  me. 

*That  won't  do,  Jabez,'  he  exclaimed, 
*  that  won't  do.  That  pun  will  never  pass 
muster.  I  was  about  to  remark  that  the 
republican  issue  is  a  worthy  exception  to  the 
general  rule,  that  the  £rst  issue  of  a  country 
is  poorly  designed  and  executed.  The  en- 
graving of  tho  head  of  Liberty  is  very  good ; 
and  the  appearance  of  the  stamp  is  altoget^r 
clear  and  well  defined.' 

*Ye8,'  I  replied,  *and  far  superior  to. oar 
own  labels,  which  are  but  "mediocre  s^ieci- 
mens,  notwithstanding  that  the  length  of 
time  they  have  been  in  use  has  alk>¥red 
opportunity  for  alteration.' 

*  But,*  said  friend  Brown,  '  as  we  re- 
marked at  Durot's,  the  French  are  mere 
handy  than  ourselves  at  this  kind  of  work. 

•  As  I  am  vrrititijr  ex  posffacfOy  it  mny  not  be  oat  of 
pltoe  to  remark  that  tbe  2  c«  «sd  4  o.  hw  »  Ter>'  differ- 
ent portrait  to  thiwe  on  the  earlier  issued  stampas,  luid 
quite  as  unjust  to  the  eirtpwror  In  the  other  dirK'tioo. 
Upon  then,*  ho  uppers  an  enerratt^d,  wdrn-out  man,  whkh 
he  oertainlv  is  not. 
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All  &te\r  stampa  look  we4I.  The  imperial 
isMifl  JB-very  tiandgome  ;  the  tlosign  stands 
oot  oloarly,  and  the  colours  are  bright- and 
deciderti"  bnt-oui-  own  stamps  art"  unworthy 
of  the  nation  which  introduced  the  postal 
syHtem.' 

*j\iid  two  of  them  are  of  less  value  than 
lie  EngliBh  penny,'  I  remarked.  '  In  fact, 
in  «heap  portage  tte  tVenoh  hfl.ve  outrun  nn ; 
for  thongh  they  commenced  with  a  2fi  cent- 
imefl  or  twopence-h^f penny  stamp,  thoy  now 
bare  a  5  and  a  1  etnitime  stamp,  whikt  a 
penny  is  ittiti  the  lowest  vhItio  of  ours.' 

'  Certainly,'  said  Brown,  '  wo  fire  behind 
intny  other  countries  in  this  respect..  We 
require  a  halfpenny  stamp  fbr  district  lotterR, 
nd  our  ^vemment  could  well  afTiu'd  to  in- 
tMdiicc  »  chcAper  rate.' 

Our  discussion  nii^ht  have  continued  maoh 
loD^erj  had  not  a  letter  for  lirown  arrived, 
wlircfa  had  Adlowad  him  from  Paris,  into  the 
study  of  which  h«  at  once  plunged,  tearing 
mo  to  fjniah  initilence  the  arrangement  of 
oor  Prenoh  stdmps, 

(Tv  be  eonlimte^): 

SKETCHES  OF  THE   LESS-KNOWN 
STAMP  COUNTRIES. 

BY     C.     W.     VDEE,    A.M.,     Tll.T>. 

VlI.-LIllERIA. 

',\il.du.i™ri.' 

' Sev'ms is  [nut]  bditvina" 

Thb  primal  aim  of  the  light  literature  of  the 

day  appoftre  -to  be  the  creating  a  epngalioii. 

Not  wishing   to    be    rtuked    amtin^t    the 

heavie*,  <nro  must   bend  to  the  fashionnhle 

current  by  favouring  our  stamp  readers  with 

ft  grand  Bnrpriee. 

Tlie  greatest  of  satiric  poetn,  from  whom 
we  qaote  the  above  mncb-haclineyed  maxim, 
would,  we  imagine,  have  had  his  philoHopbic 
eqailibrinm  much  agitated,  if  not  entirely 
np»et,  hmd  he  been  told  that  what  he  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  seeing  and  handling  for 
three  or  fonr  years  was,  after  all,  a  non- 
entity !  Yet  auch  it  seems  ia  actually  the  case, 
md,  Bjrite  of  the  trite  old  Engliuh  common 

*  Of  the  Isst  iiaaed  ftmnfi,  tin-  2  e.  i»  uf  n  reDinrkubly 
ririi  huH,  wliiLit  Ow  4  c,  is  iin  exuDptioii  to  tlie'  rulir,  hs 
ndour  being,  aa  most  roUcctoi'aari^iinMv.n  dull  Livrmkr. 


sense  and  plain,  hearty  proverb,  'seeiug'  is 
■nt>l '  beUeving '  ! 

This  curious  and  apparently  impertinent 
prelude  to  onr  notice  of  Liberia  and  its 
stomps  wag  induced  by  the  astonnding  in- 
formation we  have  just  rec^ved,  that 

Liberia  never  had  any  stamps  ! 

Ay,  readers,  yoong  and  old,  yon  may  well 
ntare  at  finding  that  the  poeti(^y-designed, 
and  once  very  tuxv  and  muoh-coveled  sped- 
mens,  one  of  which  even  was  considered  to 
grttoe  an  album,  and  of  which,  not  very  long 
ago,  few  could  sport  a  whole  series,  are  gross 
forgeries ! 

We  do  not  ask  you  to  credit  this  marvel, 
remember;  in  fact,  we  do  not  believe  if.  our- 
selves; althongb  w»  were  gravely  informed 
of  the  fact  that  a  gentleiaan  uf  high  litorary 
attainments,  the  brother  of  one  of  our  miMt 
eminent  scientific  treasures  of  knowledge, 
who  han  lately  returned  from  a  tliree  years' 
sojourn  in  LiberiR.,  says  he  never  saw  a 
postage  stamp  all  the  time  he  was  there ; 
that  the  natives  do  nut  want,  nor  ever  had 
any ;  and  that  all  the  so-callod  Ijibcrian 
stamps  in  nil  the  countless  poiibagc  alliums 
of  collectors  are  neither  more  nor  less  than 
insreuiuns  impostures ! 

To  combat  such  an  erroneous  impression 
we  need  not  take  up  a  heavy  cudgel.     An 
envelope  lies  before  us  from  a  corresj>onilont 
in  Monrovia,  officially  j)ost«d,  ]>oHtmarkcd, 
and    stamped  witJi  some  of  the    maligned 
individuals.     See  a  specimen  of  one,  the  six 
conte.     There  are  three 
values    known— that   re- 
presented, the  12,  and  tiie 
•24  cent.s.     The   latter  is 
found    of    two    different 
shades  oC  green,  light  and 
dark,  and   also,  whether 
accidentally    or     de.iign- 
edly,  olive-coloured.    The 
specimen  rc[iresented  is  a 
much  more  rosy  red  than  * 

that  value  formerly  was.  The  diftcrenco  is 
very  palpable  when  tho  two  coloui-3  are  in 
juxtaposition.  The  blue  siKponny  wns  nnco 
printed  in  lilac,  but  we  believe  on  one  sheet 
only,  which  makes  that  variety  vorj- rare.  They 
arc  nit  three  known  as  proofs  in  bkick  on  India 
poper.      Continue  in  jour  belief;  then,  and— 
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Doubt  that  the  earth  is  round ; 
Doubt  that  the  mm-i^  lirt; ; 

Think  ocean  is  not  m\x. 

And  Truth  herself  a  lifer ; 
D^ubt  that  the  lee  h  mid ; 

TliatHn*jiaowni  Sjberi*;,  ,    .    i 

Doubt  anything  you  like, 

Bfttdo'hot'dolibt-^    '        '  ' 

LIBBllTA. 

I?r  tlw  then  United  SbAios  of  Ntwth  America 
a  Soiii^y  wfts  formed  hi  1821,  under  the 
5rtyld  fttid  d^igtiaHom  <tf  ♦The  Ahierlcail 
Colonization  Society,  for  the  Settlciment  of 
the  fi:eed  Coloured  People  of  the  United 
States.*  The  board  of  thia  '  society  was 
composed  of  four  directors,  a  president,  a 
secretary,  a  treasurer,  a  registrar,  and  twelve 
elected  members.  A  citizen's  annual  sub- 
scription was  one  dollar,  and  thirty  dollars 
ensurpc^  aljfe  memJb©r*hip,    ^  ,  .  ;      .    , 

The  western  coast  of  Africa  was  chosen 
as  the  fittest  sp6t  ibr  fouhdtng-  this  ekperJ- 
itiental  colony,  both  as  suitfed  to  the  constji^- 
tttttons,  and  grateful  to  the  patriotic  fefelin^ 
of  tho  hitherto  almost  disregarded  beings 
scarcely  recognised  ■  as  *meu  and  brefthren.* 
The  iilea  was  hho  most  pt»obab)y  entertained 
that  a  settlem^Jnt  of  fVefe  blacks,  by  influence 
and  example,  NV-ould  materially  tend  to  th* 
furtherance  of  AfVlcan  civilisation. 

Itx  the  December  of  the  year  mentioned 
the  first  steps  for  localising  &e  new  settlerb 
i^-^ro  taken  on  the  hattks  of  the  Mesurado, 
about  two  miles  ftom  th^  cape  of  that  name, 
on  a  tract  of  land  then'  covered  with  almost 
impermeable  forest,  which  the  ageats  of  the 
society  had  purchased  from  th&  aborigmal 
inhabitants. 

The  AmeHcan  emigrants,  who  had  be^ 
ftwailitig  the  result  of  the  negociation  at 
8ierra  Leone,' tfei^  transported,  intwo^maH 
schoohers  belonging  to  the  colony,  to  a  small 
isle  called  Perseverance,  bought  likewise  by 
th^  agents  fi^oin  the  son  of  an  Etiglish  mer- 
chant named  John  Mills. 

As  is  not  unirequently  the' case  in  such 
instances,  the  natives,  having  received  the 
price  of  purchase,  conspired  to  drive  off  the 
settlers.  The  laW;er  could  not  have  stood 
ground  linaided,  but  a  native  king  namted 
George,  and  Boatswain,  the  chief  of  the 
Coudoes,  one  of  the  tnost  powerAil  of  thie 
neighbouring  tidbes,  lent  their  valu^!)l©  pro- 
tection. 


King  George  afterwards  became  inimical^ 
jd  severe  were  tihe  ^tirti^W  bf  ^fik^  'p<«* 
immf grante.     PaHenfee;' j>er^ei!^ntefe.  tLtidic^ 


and  severe  were  tihe  ^tirti^W  bf  ^fik^  'p<«* 
immf grante.  PaHenfee;' j>er^ei!^ntefe.  tLtidic^ 
dttj^try  at  letigth  prevAifed^  ^dAfitti^to 


contract  is  $tfH  preserved' ffa'theH'i^ivfe  ^ 
Monrovia;  t6  the  ^ect  titer- KiWg  'V^i 
King  Govertlor,  'Kittg'Zb^^'Ktlrig  ' 
Peter,  and  Ein^^'  Jfeurtny,:uride*'  60i 
tion  of  a  cisrtaitt  ^tittllier  c^  mhisk«*A.l5ea«li^ 
iron  bdrs  and  p})ts,  hats;!  Mo^  glateefa 
knives,  forks,  plates,  spoons,  fp^,  uiribi^llii^ 
and  nails,  ^th  some  calieO;  k^frcliiefs,  <i>b«eii^ 

gunpowder,' Tjeef,  pork,  Wscuil,'And' rtlmj  "did 
give  and  assign  for  ever;  to t  Ga|>t.''!Rbb<!^ 
Stackton  and  I>r.'  EIJ  AyTeS,  ^t#bmyi  ^tti 
sand'ac^^s  of  i4ch  and  fortflelatfai'  •'   '-» ^^ 

At  a  prayer'  meeting  heM^ofe  Jikr ^0^  of 
December,  1816;  ih'  the  ^partour  -  6f  >'EH^ 
Caldwell,  a  pious '  eitfjisbri  of  ^^hk^^tfji^L 
few  friends  of  the  despis^  nfeg^  ^bMimed 
for  Almighty  aid,  piielimiiiary  t*  a  ^t^gd'^bt 
lie  assembly  to  be  hdlden  Ithe  i^^-AAp^f 
the  purpose  of  discussing  the  best  meaaififo* 
bettering  his  condition;  and  Ori  the'eS^fcfttf 
ApHl,  182^,  thte  'ftchentes  thfen''=W<ia*hed 
eventuated  in  the=  planting  of  thle'^Ai4l«lrio«ft 
flaj^  iW  the  fhee  colour^  Ooloiijr  of  liberia^iil 
C^pe  Mesurado.     "  '  •' '''    "  ^''  '•■"':'{"■  r.  A 

Monrovia,  th^  chief  tbwii,'  *#<«'  sd'  liaik«4 
in  honour  of  the  President 'J.iMoni*oe."'^rt  is 
now  a  flbfurishing  seaport;  W(tli>oowrtPfe#«flA 
library,  churches,  schoolB,;sborti8]"#lialirt^es;^i 
fort,  and  a  lighthouse.  TlJere  li^  w«ft<3  il^ 
to  whs  doing  consMerable  tuafie  ttking"t!lie  ^ 
coast,  and  some  in  theiirtort<irt';'olne^oP'wW**^  * 
Caldwell,  perpetuates 'tfee  ndi^e^of '4^ib«i«^ 
volent  projector  of  the  eolimy.*  *     ■  "rjih.i.r.u. 

On  the  19th  of  Auett^ ,■  162^  the  'lawm^of 
Liberia  w6re  appr6ved  and  confii^med  W'Bhe 
American  comj^^any.  Seditied;  •mnti*(y,  h^ 
subordinaticm,  or  di^bedi^noe  ito''th©t»d«ii 
stitut«d  authorities,  were  ptitkitthAM«  '\Pf^i^ 
courts  of'  justice.  (Jtittrt^inj^ •  •rkftJog, 
drunkenness,  sabbath  bre^mg;  hn|Wei5^,4«ad 
libertinism  weri  to  be  iondderfed/:iW'iiifiiw»' 
tions  of  t!m'  public  peace,  atid*<jit(ig^ 
accordingly.  Petty  tlwi%,  ■  if  *h0'*etol«i 
property  did  ttot"  exceed 'a  dollar  in  ^v^i^X!»^ 
was  atoned  for  by  a  finle  'four  ^m0ft  ^tiie 
amount,  and  bail  to  twentj^  thne«1?hatr»df  the 
Value  abstracted'.  More  serioud^  rbbbetWflB 
and  felony  '^ere  4)tinlfihed  ^th  Mployping> 
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ia0wt^oije^f:;e  T/^a^tp  ^^^r  twice  a  week 

s^^  ^]lJ^git^^jQnr^. ,  fjfo  qplopist  wfts  !a^ 
B»tj|^  w,it^ut,ifWperK^^8ioa  of  (ihe  soqie^yt 

tl|fi;§|fca4w>^-S>ee,t^^tai^putarj  pp>yeT^.  ,  A 
ti9ij;4;)df  ^.prcoperjfcy  graoted  was  re3erv^ed 

ftjli3^ypidT;..|ua4r^  igPPd;;bQtt^^  w^^  to  be 
er^i^;  oi^j  ^yeyy ,  estate,  Tep.  ^re^  •  mwst  l?e 
ftb^rUli^t  pf;^  proppr^y  ;  mi<  no  laojck  virerq 

The  devip^j^  fclbp.  piii)Jic  seal  of  the  qolonj 
W  *l»  >«aa)¥(J  Inspects  i(Je(n,tj[qal  -svitj^ ,  tha^  of 
ft0:po^t^g^i,fttftmps,  1  There,,isithe  yW  of 
tii(^pfi!^l^i$}i  «tip  mvd^r  s^i| ;  the  smi  just 
eift^r^flg  jfewp  itHe  water. 3.  a  flywg  dov^ 
ht^qi^, ^Q  J Ape^ T  ^^tpIJ  in.  it»  claws  ;  at  palm 
tite  ,  «Ka4i«^  ^^  I  pWii^gh  .  a^d ,  ,^  .^pade  ;  th« 
wOTHfe:.j^»ppjJWC,  OjF,  i^iBti^f  bebw  ;,  and  tl^e 

6S;lil9¥»i  abf>vot  .The.  natiopal  flag  dispjaye 
w. ir§d'  >ftn4  i  fi^e  wWjfc^,  l9Qgitiidiflial  stripe^ 

is  a  square  blue  field  covering  iive  [ stripes^ 
lMjdri»  il*QWtr€iTS^  W^bite  star,  .        t 

-.  Jiibexwii^pnppo^  tob^  que  of  the,  niost 
ps^flctivie*  CQWt^'ios-op.  the  jftuQe  of  the  eaA'th- 
At^  Jhiitajwd^pbtips  fp^e^yer  gf.^ep^  affiwding 
f»0A  pi»vipi*4?r,.ay  the  jje^  ,  rwnd  ♦».  cattle^ 

wrine^ff0wli.d»cis,'goiats,  And  &hc,^p.  -  Cptr 
t^:Qpyae,.Jn(iiain.ftni  (Juinija  corn,,  millet-, 
ii^!iudigOt>ocff<¥^  aflid^bp.^u^ar  caup,  witl^ 
abundance  of  fr^t,  grpw  iwitb  vpry  trifling 
ftmoH^  ^ici;^ivp.tion.  /  ,,  :  '  ,  ,- , 
.dWk^  pm^p^  ^^pqr^.^t  prese^nii  p-tte  palm 
oB,  4yi0:  iwods,  ivory,  ai>d  w-^*  witb  gold, 
tjid5oi$0^bell,  gwn?»Wd^p;  w^x^grc^und  #iut3, 
gteg^,  «Wdi peppier...  ,,  .  , 
-,lW:negir0i$eUler8*seem  to  respond  to  the 
6WB  lto*;ifras,^Vt4i;^  for.  their  wplfar^.  A 
iMfiijcmaijyi  wrote^i.tbati  a-dfAnJca,^d  V(^  » 
ta^rj^  in  $bf»  country,  v^Jt,  ^id  hie  oyer  hear 
cmi.Qi^tb^.or  tfitness^  any,  depecration  of  the 
K^Wbii  M;Kh0  jSipptch, ,  e^ep,:  wo^ld  find 
JrtthingjtiD  QftvU  i^tiif^  thj^t*  reffpefiti,,a3,  when 
i*lheT«»ario«ToC  t^e'Ti«it,<)f  tbe,Princ?,  de 
Jfrinitfillaiiira  l^ceuoh  frigatje^  his  royal  bigbr 
ftfWft ^fiK>po9td  /jfcoi  .exchange ,  ^^ates:  in  .toikep 
cf  lus  respect  for  the  colony,  the  authorities 


declined  the  cohrt^ty  on  account  of  its  being 
the  sabbath  day  ! 

At  different  perioda  many  of  the  native 
chiefs  or  kings  6f  the  vicjnity  have  amalga- 
mated themselves  ajud  their  people  with  the 
now  flourishing  cobnyi  which  bids  fair  to 
rAdMe.  civili^tion  fap-into  ithat  beawtifuJ 
l;>ut  barbaroi^s  r^gion.i  .  A  «peciwen,of  ijaiave 
poetry  n^y  .form  an  appi^opriftte  Oiu^lu^ion 
to  our  brief  notice  :-r-,  - 

-'       :      .    -'AllhwliiLibdritHhaU!       -        . 
,     ,,      , ,  ,         i>TP(ur'tl  of  0«ti,  tiU  hail : .  .  .       , 

Ifail  I   happv  land  ! 
'     From  virtift»n»^tT  twnibve:     ■ 
)3x  nenoe*  aQd.trQ!th<and>lo(Y(%     > 
.    ,  , ,  ,  AikI  wjUUom  ffom  abovp-r- 
So  shalt  tliQu  stand.' 


THE   BLTNH  ^ir^ER  OPFlba 

Tnji  Blind  Letter  Pffice  is  the  rece|>tiicle  ftu* 
all  illegible,  i^i^spclt,  jpindirpct^ivd,  or  insvif- 
ficijQntly-addresspd,  letters  pr  packets.  Ji«re 
the  clerk  pr  cjtjrks,  seiected  from  amongst 
tUe;  Vf\QBt  f  ffiqient ,  and  eopperienced  ofliGers, 
gmea^  a^  what  ordinary  intdligejuoe  would 
readily  de/iominate  insoluble  riddles.  -  Large 
ac^pfubens,  pf  le^^fcera.  ^re  posted  daily  ■  with 
superscriptions  which . ,  the  /  sorters,  coi^i^pt 
decipher,,  and  which  the.  great,  msy^rity  of 
people  would  not  be  abl?  to  read,  Othem, 
a^n,  «re  received  with. perhaps. only,  the 
nam©  pf  some  «maJl  yillage;  the,/ writers 
thinking  it  a  work  of  supererogation  to^add 
some  neaghbourdng  town^oreven  aamnty. 
Kttmberless^, .  for  instance,  ar^  the  letters 
bearing  such  addresses  as  '  John  Smith, 
gardens  Ftowerdale/;  or  '  Thragmorton 
Hall,.  Worcestershire/  Circulars,  l^  tW 
thousand  are  posted  in  London.  a,nd,  other 
large  towns  without  hesitancy,  and  with  t-lte 
greatest  confidence  .  in  the  *;  fin»^^pe^^e- 
yerance '  principle,  of  .the .  Po^t•OflBce  people, 
with  addresses  not  more ;  explicit  than  .the 
foregoing.  Many  -conn try  gentlemen  would 
seem  to  cherish  the  idea  t  thiat  the  uanaes  of 
their  mansions  should  be  known  equally  fkf 
^OAjtd  near  from  jtbeir  m^oria)  'acres,,  ami 
»pn^ebow  tihey ,  seem,  to  inqeulate  ifch^ir  cofr 
respondents  with  the  jsaniOf  absurd  notion. 
If,  however^  it  be  possible  to  reduce  the 
bieroglj^pbios  on  'some  strange  letter  to  ordi- 
nary every-day  English,  or  find,  from  ; dili- 
gent  search   in    his    library    of   reference, 
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information  relative  to  imperfectlj-addressed 
letters  (information  which  might  have  been 
given  much  more  easily  by  the  ftendflrs), 
our  readers  may  be  sure  that  the  cunning 
gentleman  of  the  Blind  OflBce,  justly  known 
for  his  patience  and  sagacity,  will  do  it,  un- 
less, indeed,  the  letter  be  *  stone  blind,*  or 
hopelessly  incomplete.  As  a  genuine  ex- 
ample of  stone-blind  letters,  take  the 
following,  the  first  of  a  batch  which  has 
been  known  to  pass  through  the  blind-room 
of  the  General  Post-Office : — 


Uncle  John 

Hopposite  the  Church 
Loudon.    Hingland, 


It  would  certainly  have  been  a  wonderful 
triumph  of  skill  to  have  put  this  letter  in  a 
fair  way  for  delivery  :  for  once  the  blind 
officer  would  acknowledge  himself  beaten; 
and  then  the  dead-letter  officers  would  en- 
deavour to  find  *  Uncle  John's '  relative, 
intimating  to  the  said  relative  thai  greater 
explicitness  is  needed  if  '  Uncle  John  *  must 
be  found. 

But   they  manage  better  with  the  next 
letter  in  the  batch. 


Coneyach  lunentick 
a  sillitm 


is  part  of  the  address  of  a  letter  which  the 
sorter  no  doubt  threw  away  from  him  with 
some  impatience.  The  blind  officer,  how- 
ever, reads  it  instantly,  strikes  his  pen, 
perhaps,  through  the  address,  and  writes  on 
the  envelope,  *  Colney  Hatch  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum,* and  passes  it  out  for  delivery. 


Obern  yenen 


is   seen   in    an    instant   to    be    meant    for 
•  Holbom    Union.*     *  Isle   of  Wight '   is,  in 


like  manner,  written  on  a  letter  improperly 
addressed  as  foDows  : — 


Ann  M< 


Oileywhite 

AtnshSre. 


The  probabOity  is  that  the  last-mentiosed 
letter  will  come  back  to  the  Dead  Ldit^ 
Office,  on  acconnt  of  no  town  being  given  ia 
the  address ;  still,  the  usual  course  is  to  send 
it  out  to  the  local  distriol  designated,  there 
being  always  the  possibility  that  oertain  in- 
dividuals may  be  locally  known. 

^  Ashby'de^lO'Z&uch*  is  a  town  to  spell 
which  gives  infinite  trouble  to  letter  writers ; 
but  ihe  po8t>-offio6  official  is  especially  Wni^ 
and  patient  in  cases  of  this  kind.  There  are 
fifty  difierent  ways  of  8f>elling  the  naoie^ 
and  few  letters,  eixoept  those  of  the  better 
classes,  give  it  rightly  spelt.  '  Hasbed^lar- 
such  *  is  the  ordinary  spelling  among  the 
poor  living  at  a  distance. 


Afih  Bedles  in  such 

for  John  Hora*!,  grinder 
in  the  county  <5f  Leetysheer 


is  the  copy  of  a  veritable  address  meant  for 
the  above  town. 

The  blind-letter  officers  of  an  earlier  date 
succumbed  before  the  following  letter  : — 


For  Mister  Willy  wot  brinds  de  Baber 
^  in  Lang-Qaster  war^  te  gal  ia 


but  the  dead-letter  officers  were  enabled 
from  the  contents  to  make  out  that  it  was 
meant  for  the  editor  of  a  Lancaster  paper, 
*  where  the  gaol  is.'  The  communication 
enclosed  was  an  essay  written  by  a  for^gner 
against  public  schools ! 

The  blind  officers  are  supplied  with  all 
the  principal  London  and  provincial  direo> 
tories,  court  guides,  gazetteei^,  i>o. ;  and  by 
the  help  of  this,  their  library  of  reference, 
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added  to  their  own  experience  and  intelli- 
gence, they  are  generally  able  to  put  again 
into  circnlation  without   the    necessity    of 
opening  them,   five   out  of  six   of  all   the 
letters  which  are  handed  over  to  them.     The 
addresses  of  some  letters  are  at  once  seen  to 
he  the  result  of  mistake  on  the  part  of  senders. 
Letters  addre£sed  'Lombard  Street,  Manches- 
ter,' *  St.  Paul's  ChurchyaiMi,  Liverpool,*  both 
obriotisly  intended  for  London,  are  sent  out 
for  trial  by  the  letter  carriers  at  what  are 
h^lieved  to  be  their  real  destinations.     (See 
NifUh  Report).     Letters,  again,  for  perscHis 
of  rank  and   eminence,   dignitaries  of  the 
Church,  prominent  officers  of  the  army  or 
navy,  whose  correct  addresses  are  known,  or 
can  be  ascertained,  are  immediately  sent  out' 
for  delivery  to  their  right  destination,  how- 
ever erroneously  directed,  without  question 
or  examination  c^  contents.     The  following 
strange  letters,  me«it  for  the  eye  of  royalty, 
would  not  be  impeded  in  their  progress  in 
any  way: — " 


Keen  Vic  Tory  at 
Winer  Casel 


and  another — 


MIbs 

Queene  Victoria 
of  England 


would  go  to  Windsor  Castle  without  fail  j 
while  the  following,  posted  in  London  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Polish  insurrection, 
would  find  its  way  to  St.  Petersburg  as  fast 
as  packet  could  carry  it : — 


To  the  King  of  Rusheya 
Peoren,  with  speed. 


When  the  letter  carriers  and  the  blind 
officers  have  expended  all  their  skill  upon 
certain  letters  in  vain,  the  next  step  is  to 
send  them  to  the  Dead  Letter  Office. — Her 
MajeHifs  Mails, 


No.  IIL 

ADDENDA  to  MOUNT  BROWN'S  CAT- 
ALOGUB  OF  BRITISH,  COLONIAL, 
AND  FOREIGN  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 
Fifth  Edition. 

by  mount  brown. 

(Sretfe. 

£d8AYS. 

Inscription  [eaa  tpamm]  bust  of  King  William 
George  L  in  oval  within  a  fancy  engine^ 
turned  framey  figures  indicating  value  in 
lower  angles.     Col.  imp. ;  reel. 

5  lepta  rose,  red,  brown,  bronze,  black. 

4{) 

Same  inscription^  bust  of  King  William  George  L 

within  a  fancy  undulaiing  frame,  figures 

indicating  value  each  side.   Col.  imp. ;  rect. 

20  lepta  rose,  red,  brown,  bronze,  black. 

ESSAYS. 

May,  1864. — Inscription  [postes]  hnst  of 
Emperor  Maximilian  I.  in  oval  design 
for  each  value  different.     Col  imp. ;   rect. 


10  cents ;  25  c.  ;  40  c. 


10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

10 

1 


» 


bronze. 

lake. 

rose. 

violet. 

blue-green. 

red-brown. 

brown. 

black. 


25  c. ;  40  c. 
25  c. ;  40  c. 
25  c. ;  40  c. 
25  c. ;  40  c. 
25  c. ;  40  c. 
25  c. ;  40  c. 
25  c. ;  40  c. 
2  real ;  1  real ;  2  reales  ;  slate. 

Sititeli  States  0f  ^metifs. 

LOCAL  LABELS. 

Adams'*  city  express  post.     Black  imp. ;  oct. 

2  cents  yellow-brown. 
The  American  letter  mail  Co.  [eagle  in  oval]. 

Drab. 
Barr's  penny  dispatch. 

Pale-green. 
Boyd's  city  express  post. 

2  cents  black. 
BraUlehoro  V.  T.  P.  0. 

5  cents  buff. 
Brooklyn  city  express  post.     Black  imp. ;  rect. 

2  cents  stone. 
California  penny  postage  from  tlie  post-office 
paid  5,  care  of  the  penny  post  Co.     Col. 
imp. ;  large  oblong. 

Blue. 


Black  imp. ;  oblong. 
Col.  imp. ;  oval. 
Black  imp. ;  oblong. 
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G(dtfoTnUtpwf9^Kpp8i0o,if>(iiid  2  to  the  ^^U 
Qia,rmr\9i  $im^  1  hu$k  oj ,  i  Ffankim,  in  ^at. 

Otmmhtg'fi^cU^pod^  Mhok  Im^hj  $qmf^* 
FrarikUn  city  free  dispaich  fpeL^  •  JUo^h  ifnpr ; 

1  Green*  -  * 

Hfdl  '^  NeiU'^fi}$e  dispokh  $H>8ty  ^  Black  vn^,  ,- 
ohUmgr^  -   . 

Jnimnathnid  letter  eo^e^s  Oo*-  jBla^  mj^;i 

a  oentB^gfeen.  ^  . 

Intermtional  tetter  e;f^m9s,       Bla^    im^.  ;• 
emaU  obUmg, 

2  cents  gree«* . ,  , 

Jcme^'  c%  Btprem  j^ilhnsf].    Much  in^»;> 

a  o«iit»  rosa  ,        : 

L9Um\  eap^'e99^  f:rm.  [rm^  wUhjiag}.  .  JBiwfc 

iit^^  ,  ,    '  -  .  ..    .^.*     .  . 

.  lO.for  ftt^ollar^fdral). ,,;  ,. 
Latter e^epr09» free,    Dla^ivip,;  mqit. 

;    20  f<ff< «  dQUftr*  ;gr6ett.   ,  t  - 
2Vew)  York  ciUf  express  [«a^fe  o»  globes'}.    IBlach 
imp» ;  Qvah  ;      .       '  ... 

Sus^rt's  ^%  dispcUdi  pQ8t>    Ool.  m^i^;  feci. 

$miH'f  ncmgh*aful^eady^  city,  dkpai^^li  posU 

,  'Gtpeen.  ;  -..     '■,.).',) 

'  (!■     Blue*  '    .     ,<  ,  -.  1      .■.:-■■ 

TJrUted  SPpUes  city  dkpai^i  poet     BldCh  imp, ; 

3  cents  french-grej. 

Waiivick's  city  dispaich  past^  floral  bordering, 
.BUfchimp.;  ^ware,  ^ 
2  cents  green. 

All  references  are  made  to  the  fifth  edition ; 
and  where  a  note  of  interrogation,  is  placed 
before  the  de^eription  of  a  stanolp,  it  implres 
that  there  is  some  donbt  as  to  its  autlieh- 
ticitf  ^s  t^  postage  Md^  tttid  afty  inibrmation 
respe<!?ting  it  w<mld  be  ^oceptable. 


I  ) 


■  I » t 


<      \'  ., 


Our  last  monthly' paper  tmdei*  ilust'titloi^fl 
GOlninenoed  whtii  -a^  natsoe  of  ihe(  jblaimaolt 
for  ^e  hommrof  3r<epr8s^n;tiing.po8taltM»xiite>4 
we  now  'be^;lfi^ve  to 'intreduoe  tlviiac^oA 

po8sess<a»*ftf  that -dignity,  -a^'^  <-    «i'>    m  /f 
Thg^arfe   fi\^.in  irambetn;  *> 
ary  vaIiSbo!%  the.  sacbbe 

neing 
^niHninei^i 


m 


tl 


H/hoee  of 
laBifes  ;  and,  •'  c< 
ith  the  loWe^ 
tiip,  are,  brow 
lo\v*,>,,  green  ^^feprteeiiigd), 
and.pmk^-  ^Cn^  areipmit^d 
in  ^;t^ur  on  wmte.  .  <  A  droiwtMeid<pagle<ioi  iiBe 
ligikt^  ■  imldiag!  •! nake's i  iheiaidf  tin- liiis^ rciuiTiiS( 
right  claw^^  dbniciaiigi  Hk^tn  taA^i  Joid  -  le&icfanv 
beaiing'  a  branch.  •  This  Ide^ca  jm  ia^ant bl6^ 
frame,  encrq^ofaing  on  Ihe  square  dn^  Axhlnds 
ing  the  stamp u  omamsnts.ibiD  thai  foovi  cow 
ners:  oofiRfiOS'MBXJOOidsbT^ee  iTalne^beneaihi 
A  epvrespKMidfint  linforsaft*  iriiit|iBit;'  iq  ^ag^ 
mal   coinage    hating  'bee6'  i,i^£pd[u£^I^..A 


new'  iasile  wfth  the  Taltie '  in 
oonsoqnenUy  anticipafcddv    * 

tThe  Cape-  of  Cbodl  tlope  has 
adopted  th^B4uarB  shaped  other  11 
shilling  Talu^lifKMStt^ybeoaiis^  tiiei 
retaains  a  dtock  of. .  tviangalars  #1 
More  pnsibably,  howesrery  ihe  die  tor  tne 
shilling  is  worn  out,  and  nqfeftb(!i«e':)«>f:  ihti 
others,  as  £h^<  p6nny ^  and.  aixpeaiij'  -.HJELVe 
e^^dently  been  i^eoenily 'pHnted^  ih£^>colaaiift 
being  quttof  changed ;  t^t  *o^ « tha.*  ^qtvobp  is 
now  Tery  biroWB-^red^  land  thadr  of-tk^latikr 
lighft^  instaad  of  dafck  •  ^violet;* .' JBotb^  in  fant^ 
approach  mneh  ineairerHihe  hnes-of  thsieahdibE 
th^.the  later  issues;  •:.  .     ^'  nr,:!!  '^i  T 

-Van  Diem^i^  Land-  tca:nsmite  «  p&ovMmt^ 
seHes  of  simibu!  bat  noiadjentic^  pattern^ 
planted  in  cokmt  on  wJute^:  Thd  vaAaefB  aaw 
high,  being  ha}^  a  cdowb^  pihlc;'  ^vm-  abA^ 
lings,  brown;  i^d .ten shillmgs^ yellow^i '^e 
de^Tice  is  St.  Qoorge  andi  the  Dragdn;*  in 
cir^es -ef  "^arl^Sfi  Bixe8i.i''iEhetiiigiie8t>  toIs^ 
has  it  in  a  small  •  circle,  in  4ihe  isenttiic  ^^aa 
oval  frafite  containingt  the  natale-  i(Tk»Mi?fTn) 
above,  and  maneftary  d0n6iBiimtian.*J)oloWic 
Th^  biroivn  has* it  in  asmaller  drcle^eaic^odbd 
in  an  oblong  oval    garter,   vahie  masked 
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tlwim^liT'f^'PW^  i^  jft^MYfl,  exttpftf  to 
this.  The  lowest  j^lfie/bei^rB  tlie  R&nie  de- 
vice, sarronnded  by  a  circular  belt  nearly 
gUng  the  >«^kole  field  of  t^e  stamp.:  Num 
aboiai:  Tbete  tmpraMious  aredenigtied  lor 
btUi/aUdncoipts^  bat  we  were  infoitmed 
ih0j'  m%bt  be  I  also  used  for  haavj  lebtera. 


oTthesaUB  pMBHarsbade. 
We  hare-been  toldthe  atomp  laat  meutioned 
«u  aii;eBsa^on9j,  and  never  earreab, 
.The  isAftiBpa  }&te1y  emanating  from  New 
SoBtfa  Wales,:  tio  which  we  brie&j  allmded  in 
mr>  lasb  nnUiber,-Bre  eaeh  one  penny  in 
Tshie  ; " bntt [ ■»  ailob^],  the  oUier  ftn  eDT»> 
ItfK,  prineipBlly-  dmigned    fov  newspapers. 

IWc'Sppcmdiali  engrftTing  of 
.tiieifbntier.  <  The  adhesive  is 
yerj'like  tlie  pvesent  seriee 
fin* '  lodia.'  Qneea'a  head 
cvowxjid  to  left^  ia  oval 
band  oi»it»i]iing  KBW  aoT:TH 
wkLBa  abovo,  valnO' beneath : 
■  ;-  eraamontation  '  rcmnd    this 

bdt:'scitfietimpre£HioD  on  whit«  papier. 

The  penny  newspaper  stamp liaa  the  head 
of  adv-  qiieensU^tly  in  relief  to  the  left: 
wbrte.en'un.oval  eoarldt 'grmind  witJi  foor 
wistciHtu-si  NKiisaunH  waess  below,' POErAex 
ora  FB9NI -above !  an  oval  belt,  also  in  wbite 
relief^  and' oireomBCvibod  by  a  Bcei-let  line^ 

The  Hambnrg  local  here  •■  _ 

^^icted  IE  one  of  a  seriea  1  ni 

ofnxf  Biid'in  t^jpearance  R  W 

htm  & '  deciddd   advaihtage  B  n 

o*Kp  any  of  ite  le^onary  I  jU 

ora^nvrs.      It   is  printed  H  || 

in  colonr  '  on    whits^    and  |F  j| 

tfanmonetMry'denoininatum  »  '^ 

iaTcry  ingenioaaly  and  cnrioaaly' intra  da  ced. 
Thai  aiA..iahiiU3,  S  neb.  yellow,  S  scfa.  pink, 
4«oh.  gneoLfG  sch.  bine,  and  6  ach.  scarlet. 

Wa  Teceived  am  essay  from  alid  for  Bel- 
giimiT  which  we  mppose  bae  no  chance  of 


being  y^  adi^ted,  as  we  nnd«nrtand  H  was 
a  ahie  qua  non  that  the  new  Mries  was  to 
bear  a  representation  of  the  reignittg  sove- 
reign's head.  It' has  the  B^giaa  arms  in 
the  centre:  name  above:  valne  beneath  in 
letters,  and  at  the  four  ootverfl  bi'Ggares. 
It  is  printed  of  a  veiy  red  violet  or  pnee 
colonr  on  white ;  and  the  coiapBratively 
smalt  portion  flfgronrid  oiwerffd  by  the  de- 
vice  gives  the  stamp  a  v«ry  d^icate  as  well 
as  effective  appearance, 

On  the  coast  of  Veneznela,  washed  by  the 
Bonthem  waters  of  the  Cttribbean' 'Sea,  are 
two  p»rt8-^La  Guaim,  the  harbour  beldngi 
ing  to  Caracca6,'the  capital,  and  some  miles 
distant  from  it ;  and  Puerto  Cnbetio,  in  the 
provinoe  of  Garibobo,  one  of  the  safest  rofld- 
steads  in  the  world,  said  to  dei-ive  its  name 
from  the  circamstance  that-abair  (c^^eUo) 
ie  enfficient  to  moor  a  voss^  in  its  plaoid 
waters.  These  two  ports,  in  <X)njanction 
with  San  Tomos,  appear  to  bare  started 
postage  stamps  on  their>  own  book,  speoi* 
mens  of  which  we  are  about  to  describe. 
They  evidently  emanate  from  the  well-known 
makers  of  the  Oniana  stamps ;  the  paper 
employed,  the  colours,  general  appeaounce 
of  the  stamp,  and,  notaMy,  the  provokingly 
uneven  mode  of  perforation,  reminding  one 
strongly  of  the  individa^s  of  that  colony. 

The  two  we  have  seen  are  printed  iti 
colour  on  white ;  medio  real,  oolonr  of  the 
48  cents,  and  dos  realefl,  colonr  of  the  24 
cents  Guiana.  The  date  1^4  fills  the  fonr 
comers  as  in  those  stamps.  On  tbe  left  side 
is  siH  tomab;  on  the  right,  la  6tTAi[iA}-&nd 
at  the  bottom,  V">-  cabello.  A  steamer  is 
represented  on  the  upper  portion '  of  the  re- 
maining space ;  below  this  is  paqcbTe  in  a 
semicircle ;  and  below  that  the  value.  Wo 
will  endeavour  to  get  one  engraved  next 
month. 


POSTAGE-STAMP  CGLLtlCTING   IN 
ITALY. 


PosTAo&sTAMi*  Collectors  are  not  very  «nme- 
rouB  as  yet  in  Italy ;  perhaps  someUung  . 
under  a  dozen  in  Turin ;  about   the  same 
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nnmber  in  Modena ;  and  a  few  more  in  the 
other  principal  cities — Genoa,  Verona,  Milan, 
Leghorn,  Perugia,  Naples,  and  Palermo.  I 
must  be  understood  as  meaning  real  collect- 
ors, entering  into  the  spirit  of  the  parsuit 
with  taste  as  well  as  eag^*ness,  methodically 
and  scientifically;  for  we  have  hosts  of 
schoolboys  who  manage  to  scrape  specimens - 
together,  but  rather  fnom  imitation  or  specu- 
lation. We  ni(^cname  them  I'ooooglitori  scvmie 
(monkey  collectors).  These  young  fellows 
congregate  at  the  post-office,  which  has  a 
vast  central  oourlyard,  sheltered  by  a  glass 
roof  from  rain  and  cold.  There  they  trans'- 
act  no  end  oi  purchases,  sales,  and  ex-* 
changes :  it  is  our  Postage- Stamp  Exchange. 

Although  this  place  is  not  over-suitable 
for  such  as  ourselves,  wha  are  no  longer 
schoolboys,  we  often  ayail  ourselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  getting  advantageous  bar- 
gains. A  collection  of  160  to  200  specimens 
can  be  bought  there  for  one  or  two  francs, 
though,  if  the  truth  must  be  told,  these 
stamps  are  of  the  commonest.  By  these 
statistics  I  mean  simply  to  show  how  little 
these  sucking  amateurs  care  for  their  eol- 
lections.  They  do  not  give  themselves  much 
trouble  about  their  books ;  and  after  having 
renewed  them  ten  or  a  dozen  times,  gene- 
raUy  get  tired  and  leave  off.  I  must  say 
they  are  rather  annoying  to  the  general 
public,  accosting  you  quite  unceremoniously 
with  ^  S ignore,  mi  favorisca  tl  franco  boUo 
delta  sua  letteraJ  '  Please  give  me  the  stamp 
off  your  letter,  sir.'  Sometimes  they  get 
nothing  by  their  motion.  The  annoyance 
these  young  chaps  occasioned  gave  rise  to 
an  article  in  the  Qumdvja  (the  Italian 
Punch) ;  and  latterly  the  post-office  autho- 
rities no  longer  allow  their  territory  to  be 
invaded  by  these  barbarians,  who  now  con- 
gregate in  the  inner  court  of  the  House  of 
Parliapient,  which  is  close  to  ihe  Post-office. 

Collectors  of  this  sort  have  largely  sprung 
up  of  late,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  their 
parents,  who  complain  sadly  of  studies  being 
neglected  for  the  sake  of  bits  of  coloured 
paper. 

It  is  a  pity  they  are  not  more  persevering 
and  ardent  in  a  regular  way  of  collecting. 
I  have  often  tried  to  encourage  them  by 
promising  an  Italian  manual,  but  without 


siiccess.     As  for  oursdves;  we  use  a  French 
manual,  sold  at  all  the  libraries  here. 

This  wont  of  energy  is  the  more  astonish- 
ing when  we  call  to  mind  tliat  Italy  has 
always  been  the  native  country  of  the  fine 
arts,  of  music,  and  of  love.  Bat  the  fancy 
for  collecting  takes  no  deep  root  there :  tbe 
Italian  is  too  impattent,  too  restless.  He 
would  like  to  get  every  stamp  at  once; 
whilst  a  well -stored  album  requires  ^ 
patience  of  years — the  steady  pertinacity  of 
the  Northern  nations — the  perseverance  of  a 
German  or  a  Swiss.  We  own  that  we  are 
sometimes  driven  to  discouragement  our- 
selves, and  lay  aside  our  stamps  for  a  few 
months ;  but  our  acquaintam^  with  the 
Duchess  di ,  who  possesses  a  magni- 
ficent album,  re-induces  our  persistence. 

We  keep  up  correspondence  also  with  our 
fellow  collectors  of  Itidy,  but  they  are  verj 
supine,  and  Turin  may  be  justly  styled  tbe 
head-quarters  of  iimhrGmdnie,  Out  of  some- 
thing like  fifty  of  my  collecting  acquainl- 
anoes  in  different  towns,  I  know  scareely 
'  ten  possessing  albums;  the  rest  have'ther 
stamps  stuck  in  small  copy  books,  not 
always  in  t^e  cleanest  condition.  I  must 
except  my  Modena  friends,  four  of  whom 
sport  albums,  and  hope  they  will  continue  to 
go  on  and  prosper. 

The  real  collectors  of  Turin,  besides  ^ 
Duchess  di  S^^ — — ,  are  all  young  clerks 
or  students,  owning  pretty  good  co^eotions. 
Some  English  and  Polish  residents  at  Turin 
admire  our  albums  very  much,  thougk  the  ear* 
lier  editions  of  Moens  and  LalHer,  partioulaarly 
the  latter,  are  not  too  correct.  M*  B.  Tj  of 
Lyons,  who  so  judiciously  pointed  out  th^ 
errors  of  those  gentlemen  in  a  former  nuni'* 
ber  of  the  Tiynhre^posUy  id  particularly  Umnk- 
worthy. 

A  few  words  on  the  Italian  stamps.  We 
ourselves,  m  Italy,  do  not  possess  them  aH. 
The  blue  ^  tomese  of  Naples  is  excessiv^ 
rare  here ;  the  early  5  eentesimi  of  Sardinia 
are  difficult  to  meet  with,  and  are  sold  at 
fabulous  prices.  These  stamps,  generally 
employed  for  newspapers,  were  mostly  de- 
stroyed or  burnt.  This  aoconnta  for  their 
rarity.  However,  hosts  of  Italian  stamps  of 
nearly  every  kind  are  now  in  cirotdadon, 
thanks  to  the  foresight  of  an  individual  who 
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rescued  a  number  from  the  flatnefi ;  for  you 
must  know  that  at  the  annexation  of  the  new 
provinceB  in  1859  and  I860,  everything  ap- 
pertftining tothe  despotic  Bourbon  govem- 
ments  was  destroyed,,  innocent  postage 
staoipB  inehidied.  A  year  ago  I  received 
tlufl — to  a  pofltege-stajap  collector— very 
taitalidng  annoanceooaents  in  reply  to  a 
request  ^  aome  rare  obsolete  specimens : — 

*  Thitttk  God,  tkeptmtaff^  stan^pn  ioitk  the  effiytj  tf  the 
Bourhtk  no  hnger  exist :  urc  htm  made  an  ftuto-(U-f4  o/* 
thm  to  ihe^hry  ami  honour  of  (he  tiation  atui  the  king 
ofTtuiy  /' 

'  '   Charles  0. 

THE  PLBABURBS    OF    THE    POST 

OFFICE. 

Br  THE   AUTHOR    OF    '  THE    RECREATIONS    OF   A 
COUNTRY   PARSON.' 

If  18  to  be  lameuted,  that  the  vexy  fresh  and 
sensible  enjovmwit  which  we  derive  from 
very  little  things  when  they  are  new  to  us, 
passes  so  completely  away  when  they  grow 
fiujiiUar*  1  remark  that  my  felloW'-creatures, 
wio  inhabit  bouses  in  this  street,  are  very 
&r  from  being  duly  thankfal  for  the  great 
privilege  we  possess,  in  having  a  post-office 
at  the  end  of  it.  You  write  your  letters  in 
the  forenoon,  after  you  have  completed  jrour 
more  serious  work ;  and  upon  each  envelope 
yot  stick  the  representation  of  a  face  which 
i*  reiy  &miliar  tio  us  all,  and  very  dear.  If 
yott  are  a  wise  maA,  you  post  your  letters 
for  yourself ;  and  accordingly  the  first  thing 
you  do  daily,  when  you  go  forth  to  your  oat. 
<lo«r  bmnnesa  or  duty,  is  to  proceed  to  that 
little  opening  which  receives  the  expression 
of  BD  much  oare,  so  much  kindness,  so  much 
worry,  so  much  joy  and  sorrow,  and  to  drop 
the  documents  in.  Not  many  of  the  human 
heings  who  post  letters  and  who  receive  them 
We  any  habitual  sense  of  the  supreme  luxury 
they  enjoy  in  that  &uniliar  institution  of  the 
pofii-office*  Into  that  Httle  opening  goes  your 
letter;  a  penny  secures  its  adnussion,  and 
obtains  for  it  very  distinguished  considera- 
titm;  and  in  a  very  little  while  the  most 
ingenious  mechanism  that  has  been  devised 
hj  the  most  ingenious  minds  is  hai*d  at  work 
conveying  your  letter,  at  tremendous  speed, 
by  land  or  sea ;  till  next  morning,  unerring 
as  the  eagle  upon  its  eyrie,  it  swoops  down 


upon  the  precise  dwelling  at  which  you 
aimed  it.  When  I  say  it  swoops  down  upon 
a  dwelling  in  the  country,  I  mean  to  express 
poetically  the  ^t  that  it  comes  jogging 
along  in  a  cart  drawn  by  a  little  white  pony, 
whi<3i  stops  for  the  purposes  of  conversation 
whenever  it  meets  anybody  in  the  wooded 
lane  I  have  in  my  mind.  But  in  saying  that 
the  inhabitants  of  this  street  are  not  duly 
thankful  for  the  post-office  at  the  comer,  I 
did  not  merely  mean  that  they  fail  to  under- 
stand what  a  blessing  to  Britain  the  system 
(^  postal  communication  is.  Everybody,  on 
ordinary  days,  flails  to  xmderstand  that,  I  was 
thinking  of  somethiBg  else.  I  was  thinking  of 
the  luxuryof  having  a  receiving  house  so  near. 
When  I  Hved  in  the  country,  the  post-office 
was  five  miles  distant ;  and  if  you  missed  the 
chance  of  sending  away  your  letters  in  the 
morning  by  the  cart  drawn  by  the  white  pony, 
you  must  wait  till  next  day;  or  you  must 
send  a  special  messenger  to  the  oM-fashioned 
town  of  red  freestone  dwellings,  standing  by 
a  classic  river's  side.  When  I  came  from 
the  country,  to  live  in  this  city,  I  felt  it  a& 
great  privilege,  and  something  to  be  enjoyed 
freshly  every  time,  to  take  Aiy  letters  to  the 
post-office  two  hundred  yards  off.  It  was 
delight^.  Not  once  in  the  day,  but  (if  need 
were)  half  a  dozen  times,  could  you  write 
your  letter,  and  in  three  minutes  have  it  in 
the  post-ofiiee.  There  was  something  very 
fresh  and  enjoyable  in  the  reflection,  as  you 
stood  by  the  receiving  house  window.  Now 
here  in  these  minutes  I  am  in  the  same  posi* 
tion  in  which  half  an  hour's  smart  driving, 
or  an  hour  and  a  quarter's  steady  walking 
would  have  placed  one  in  departed  days ! 
Wonderful!  But  now,  after  several  years 
of  the  enjoyment  of  this  privilege,  the  fresh 
wonder  has  worn  away.  The  edge  of  enjoy- 
ment is  dulled.  And  though  I  try  hard,  in 
going  to  the  post-office,  to  feel  what  a  bless- 
ing it  is,  I  cannot  feel  it  as  I  would  wish. 
Yes,  the  enjoyment  of  the  post-office  is  gone 
in  gr^at  measure  t  even  as  the  unutterable 
greenness,  discerned  by  the  stranger,  goes 
from  the  summer  trees  among  which  you 
have  come  to  feel  yourself  at  home  ;  even  as 
the  sound  of  Niagara  becomes  inaudible  to  the 
waiters  at  the  Niagara  Hotel ;  even  as  the 
bishop  who  was  plucked  at  college  gradually 
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ceases  to  "be  aatonisbe^  ai  fixiding  bimself  a 
bishop  ;  -even  tas  Miss  Smith,  in  a  fe^  weeks 
after  she  is  matried,  no  longer  feeU  it 
straogje  tit  be. called  Hrs».  Jones  ;  e^ea  %s 
the  readers  of  what  is  with  twtter  itohj 
called  a  rdigimu  newspaper  lose  their  fivst 
bewilderment  ^at  finding  a  human  aniittal 
writing  an  article  ^lled  with  intentional  inis- 
representation,  .lyii)gf>,  and  slandering,  apd 
ending  the  article  ^j  taking  GpcA>  to* witness 
that  in  abusing  the  man  he  hates  fbr  l|5s 
success  and,  epiinonce*  he  is  aotuafeed  by^a 
simple  regfurd  to-  the,  Divine  ^amy^^r^Ffcfset, 
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REVIEWS  OF,PO$TA,X4'PtlBtiCA3*It)NS. 

Tostdge-Sicm^  '  Alimwb*      Br  J:   B.   MoeKs. 
Lowdbn  i  Ommei  &  Michd.    ' 

^  *  4  L  I 

This^s  simply  an  BngKsh  reprint  of  tte 
excellferitalbuin  of  the  weU-knpwn  BruBsds 
postage^fitamp  merchant  and  chronicler. 

In  our'niimber  for  Decen^ber  la^t  ^e 
bestowed  a  full  and  flattering,  but .  noifc  un- 
deserved encomium  on  this^  well*gotitfp 
and  handsom^  i^equisite  for  the  postage- 
stamp  coUet^r ;  to  the  per&etiaa  06  whi(fch 
Mons.  Moens  has  devoted,  iWid  Bttctee98(\tlfy, 
much  tfme  a^d  attention  ;  ancj,  as  :fer  as  Ifky 
in  his  power,  the  English  repruut  is  equally 
deserving  patronage.  Unfortunately,  how- 
ever, it  was  not  titinslated  into.  English  by 
an  EngUshmAU^  and  several,  renderings  are 
incongru0U8,  and  in  one  instance  perfectly 
nonsensical^       , 

The  ffrinter  Jbaa  diOne  hU  dufy ;  idae  deirical 
errors — soitte  of  thenj,  n^tost  probably,  tran- 
scripts from  the  French  translator — are  very, 
very  few;  lap^  ^pgetheir,'  "Iha  »%[olume  is 
es;ceeding]y  well  printed,  bqw^,  ,^nd.  illus- 
trated, and  will  do^ibtlesB  command  an  ex-* 
t^ASive  sale. in.. this  country,  leovitig  Lallier 
far  in  Hie  shade.  ' 

The  fifpcfta  in  th^  sun  W  aHuded  t<^ — ^such 
as  Europa  and  Grecia  for  Europe  andQree^, 
greatrduchy  for  grand-dwshy.  East  India  for^ 
East  Indies,  and  the  egregionsly*  absurd  ren- 
dering 6f  *8uU&*  by  *  foflbwing  ^-^maj  cattse 
a  sittiilte,  but  will  certainly  be  no  W  to 
th^  ciKafla.ti9n,of,tUi8;:€*<?eUentpublioati^^ 
wiiidb  we  hope  will  be  so  large  as  to  cause 
speedy  need  for  a  second  edition. 


Postage   iStoTn^ji.^'^^Sy   Mount  Brown. 

Fifth  editioiL''/  London :  'F.  Passmore. 
Since  our  Motice  ,pf.<thig  fpafalicaliioii^  ve 
have  seen  the  interleaved  C0f^k»^lui{b4i^^nt^ 
bound  in  tnorpcco  and  gold,  mit  odges,  W^ 
pre&tpry  irenMR*k»  a^d  reviA^  inoncQr  idUe. 
The  frequency  of  n^w  vMh^  Y^few  #is 
edition  almost  .a  si^iQ  qii^jmh  ,wiiU;OpIMtir8, 
otherwise  tl^y  .may  e^t^idiaifiliaae^  of*  l<^- 
gettinjj  their'  desiderata^*  '^aind  V^  ^(^04;  j|e- 
commen^  tjbetrl  tjO  copyflK^  i^'tJ^^^'n^ 
supplement   therein^   ftSidi.fappeiur^Kindtir 
magazine.      The;  quart^'nn^mAbc^ 
in  stra\?-colourq4  saifi^  pai^r*  is  ,ftifl^y.*n 
aiwrage    da   ItLxe^ '-  e(SoUtU|ivel}^   donned"  for 
aristocratic  boiidolr  tjibl€^,;,and  ift  ,%,,!. ire 
will  add,  very  fiw,  reauQ^  peii^pd^-Ti^iA^  iie 
world  shall  have  bedome  >too  wisd  tO'  n^^^ 
itself  in  atiy  sucb  ini^prestftjg  I^tttttdt  lis  ,^ 
bromavii^  f^v  having  Jiaoi^  «y aft' lOpanBcl 
to  the  folly  of  it  by^  some  pnblMfifiU^^l  J^s 
replete  with  go<>4  s^n^e;,4jii,4|y  •:ffe^E^ 
wit,  and  acute  diaeriminaHonraftuitbai  feehle 
imitation'  of  Jhmch'^hik^  'a*t?ranttfcedr^«^itisfer 
atusb^t  weel^Vraqopjf:6f^,l^^^^        pjifrt^g^pd 
edition  will  stand  .  a  t  cbaniee  ef  >  bemg .  1  pre- 
served in  the  <;ol!ecftit^*  of  the  'MHiicWttriSScs 
of  the  oay^  aa  a .  wp?rtj[>y  ap^impn,  of  *he 
printing,  pulJ^ishing,  aJidliterArviaH  xd  the 
nineteenth  century.  ;      '.       V,.  ,  "J^ 

A  Pevmy  Pomr^im   the    Petwiy  'JPwi.  *  *  By 

.  '       / '  1 ,  - ■*    I'll  '<  i» ■'.-'» > 

This  poetical  effuBfoi)^  whicih  we-  -print  n^a 
very  -^jidttdensed  fbrm  1)1  tbri  jjn^^^'Mi^l)^^^ 
is  well  w0pth  the  modest  pnce  priafocei  •it 
is  really  replete-  with  highitone^  tUodriit 
and  beautiftil  iii?agfe^^ -^^i3iiV<^  ^.%iW^^ 
poesy,  piety»  truth,  and  »ense  nofc  offfon  &Mnd 
together  in  the  versfe  olf 'the  pr^seii*  Id^. 
The  abstract  we. give  is  sininiy  tie  .^fcts 
most  appropriate  ta  the  sabjeot  matter  lof 
our  own  ttiftgftiiiie;  al!  the  highfer  •^jhtia.of 
fancy  bemg  omitted-  .  ,     ,  i 

Fac^simUe  of  fhe  Ccrmtdi:  Bkmij^\^.  J^ew 
Bmmwiclc^    X46ndo^;:Aiii'ftm>.trkfMfitB. 

Those  collectors w^  a^.t^^P*  "^dheit^qit^h^ 
purchase,  ov,  fc^^^na,^  i^ipn^jip'obiaiii  iips 
essay,  so  oosidy  to  the  •es^ayev,'  wdl  'dt>  (w^ll 

to  oohten t  Ijiemipe^od^  yj^;  ^  ;  \^p^^i 
imitation  o^ered  to  the  public. 
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A  PpOiT  JPQBM>  O^  THE  PEJ^mr 
ih. '-<.,/!  .lY.  owhiTodowjcM*;.' 

A  t^ffe.  AlSlk^  Are  fltim'a:    ' 

Tidiiiej^  ^e  www  not  wbat,  of  weal  Or  wpf,  j 
I*mtittiW  W«te1^i*d,  pertiaps,  the  Wt-V  (i6ttVcfl" 
:^  iMl  of  tevoittditidtrliMttiattM'joyA^  t  >     »- 1  '/' 

"   "«))«,►  f^ge4^^4.^ntH^rf4^Qlr,  to.MM4faUjr 
?  De  the  mii$e,  wncw  at  her  ouu  free  wilL 
«rt4  kniMi^ti^  H*ie4'6ryi(^,  atjc!  ifleAk^    ' '/ 
J lOf  earthly itihingy and imortal dtida tibhe 3  !  •   '  <!  > 

>^|h  wiiiga,  ,t 
am  peak, 
...     aMifinock;' 
£pl(iiQattii^{8ighijandikkit/iiot  fertb  falL 

Sttma^  me  skies  with  stiira,  and  hade  the  sun 
^™4M»«4rTrarfil«h^'*a'k  jn^fertH'tne^     \>!nii^ 
jJfjAHMwUiiMvmQc;.  imd>nithedg»  i. 

BfcwlYa^4lqr4egr^4m»n»^fmflattH>n^,.    ,,  i 

Inthe'  V*<^ting  moroing  of  the  infant  woild,  ' 
'fffbtfl'mtiAkflid^^th  <he  Voodbi  fAllt»wi»d'thi^  cha^, 
"  "lejUiJMid  ignabrant  otf  bo<>Wil< 

g9)#t.th0,bear.prw9l^  •    vi  '    ' 
aCiWT»  under  whom  he  Tfamea 
^:pAti«*H^  fArtSttiA^*         '         • 
,(-rfB>fi,(  ^hfl^r«v  ia  due  tiwft       . .  1  , . 
:  hi»  W9«ds-7,t)^e  woods  were  rleared— 
jTw-wiJivCT  wrt^kllled— thfe^jiost-offie^  ylj  buitt. 
-t.|n tiiiioi  hot «o  toMotej  froiti  ^^jtartto  mtti 
""        'U^.^Wrs^j^JjfO),  ajmM  t^  .    . 

a  alonff  the  road.    In  thoet*  dark  day^ 
ivsjjb^ft  With  hiih,  no  ftot^  addr^MOd 
lb  dirodPU  fahiiiT  thdirjadorii^  itviilAbj . 
No  letters  with  the  rise  and  fall  of  fhai^*^   . 
The  price  of  merchandise,  or  news  domestic ; — 
,  JJut  wariik^  prpolmniilion,  wanwutaiwritt, 
'Sealed  with  sonle  dreadful  ^eal,  heraldic,  lj^%.  • 
And  si>rned  by  meh  whose  very  sisnatures 
;VFreitorrtJ)le.talq^hitt;"  Brewntly 

n. pejpu^jC^^t*  l^ef ^claims;  t^  GernjaB  CjQunt,  y  * 

^e<J  rmm  the  artcient,  house  of  ll^uni, 

tEf;talMk4<dl  th^  ilt^*  toi^hi  ^tl#  bi^ht  Wi  1)0^ ' 
'  Jo^di»ic^;aq04en»rtiei)iiiftlii8e5.  '   !■    T     ,■, 

TTie  rest  of  Europe  roUowed,^;hevehp  led--   '    ,     ,    . 

'  l7lrwill}tic_ra(raKh— ktid  th4n  onr  uVom well  came ; 

•OtMit  in M  t^ia^i**  h«  Wi^igrt^^ lA  thi^^ 
Aj^l,  i^li«t>4i4fiot  A«iiM,»r«fortn^  tW 
And  sucor  was  ^e.  ralm^  of  Bath,  Ayho  first 
1^tlriie«lcd'  thfe  Hspii^st^e  to  the  mail  cortch, 
To<«ittry  newK  «iid  lotterT  tihixnkgh  th^  land . 

D«^^Jptful|j^r(eJliBg:tfw«I    ConiMftW*      - 
The  pmsen^^ers  fhside  and  out  afrang<'d ; 
Four  prancing:  ste<'d8,  trimlv  cttpatiftoned,         "    . 
HiriirB^pingf  fv^  o€hlood»'drew  *)rth.  th«  noi£h« 

But  thu^hlu  pa.<sed  awav.    The  sounding  horn 
TW  Wjrtif'  Veart  eeh«^  aibnfe  the  rowfa ;  ^ 

Xhi^  J^^^Wqd  «>u^Fifg^  fljfing  Jtt  fuU  4p«ed 
Bel«fe  The  nmoKUig  wheels  of  the  mail  coach ; 
iW^th^  ll«a,tfillll  fasterfoUo^ed  ^mt^ 
,  lime  the  fliwtroygry  whose  indisomiiuin&te  voytke 
M.fF?  dayim«  r^ more«leas,  all  the  thin^  whi<?h  af^ , 
1ti>  tdflkv  roott  for  th^  things  tiiat  are  to  conie. 


u 


Then  Rowland  Hill  developed  how  we  migh^ 

' :  IJrtpro\-fe  Iho  poBt-*fficeV    It  fidJic  ^fee^  doni*  *2:       •    ■ 
Jh^  uaiiw*y  aarria«4;  fliehicM^dtvttt  tha  UtteB,     pi' 

.  A  mpinjnt  seeu.  tjjen^^  tha  dirtai^  ,lo8t,        . ,     .  ,  • , , 
Scattering  ten  thousaiid  Jtjttcrs^very  where, 

"  ^httwv  that  it  hAft  been  done.    Th«>jrfthiail'cbrti«^     ' ' 
No.hcn»ldinQ*«rqnlyiol9rd8,wi  kings;     -     .  '• 

The  poHtman's  knw^i  is  heard  by  rich  and  |K)Qr ;  , ,  ,      ■ 
And  like  the  printing  pre^i,  the  post-office 
HtA  risen  kit  toihletts  this  tfoul^led  world.    '  -     < 

TrOfibk  »  ©vpry wh«re :  i>rc  MJe  lipgut . 

.  By  ever-present  qarw^  and  anxious  thoughts;  ,        .  . 
And  onr  i'yes  switn  with  mournful  tears  when  wo 
ifl#k<nitu|)o«tbe  wori^AiUrtsltifl     ■  V 

Qf  woflful^Kflad,  laniental>li9thiiig»»     ,    ,      1    ■ 
Tlie  waters  ever  in  desponding  tones 

'■  Seem  to  complflin  (  the  mfl^ncKolv  ^'ind  ' .' 

Uowis  dismal lyy  likfl  «pirit6  v^M  mnain } 
The  clouds  are  often  black ;  at  the  midnight 
Often  is  heard  the  dreadful  thunder  crash. 
Oiy  friends  ore  far  aw^y,.  and  ^v  ftw  vexejl ,       ,   /  , 

'%  triaiij'fc»<minaii','anaft'AN  of  death;   ■'    ' 
And  to  assuage  the8<'  dread  anxietjes, 
MilliWis  of  lett<»rs  travel  thwiuph  the  post.   <  ' 

Kock-ribbedop4  hn^e^tUe^soiidUid  i^lKnwm 
Out  of  surrounding  seas  its  giant  sides ; 
On  thi^  ^ru)  Jwjd  tlif  niouBtainfl  reac  tii^r.  beads,      . 
Atid  throuj,'b  this  land  the  rivers  roll  their  streams; 
Dhided  ^y  great  ocean**,  rolHn?  n^und 
The  stptrjitod  fiimtB.    States;  iringdonit,  tbfiM  -   < 

Hay^  their  appojinU'd  place?,  thus  flre  shvt. 
As  it  were,  in  themselves,  and  shut  out  from 
Olh«r  lUidVivhl  |K>weps.  *  IV)  all  these,  '  ^ 

,Qy^,  th0  nuKintalfid,  ovw  the.  deep  aia^> 

From  the  wild,  reg|ons  of  ^corchod  Afr^— , . ,  . ,  . . 

^From  Asia's  populous  realms-^lrom  Europe's  crowds-7^ 
Fwm  Austmi  landsi-^itd  from  the  conttnetit  ' 

!Thfltt  lit^  towarc^  ^W>  lV««tr-HilneFica-^        i'       '     ' 
Trom  and  to  each— east,  weat,,  or  northtjOr  aauth->t  .    ,  ■ 
The  Welcome  letter  comes,  brought  bv  itie  post. 
The  Bun  pofcir*  <lawto  his  bwamii  allfe^  ott  all ;  1 
Nature's  hast  ^fte  rtre  n^ar  to  ewih  oC'¥»f— ^ 
Hope,  peace,  light,  sloep^  health,  lov^.  Man  little  w^t*, . 
Save  health  and  love;  and  the  approving  voice 
Of  cenaDicneevtobehaiipT.    W<dalth  aad  ttmo       '   ' 
Ar^hardto  win.  And  litilfo  worth  >hen  wool  ._  ' 
But  peace,  contentment,  and  a  tranquil  miud 
In  a  small  cottage  may  be  found ;  and  there 
Stiti  iofif  ihe  postman  conwj  bring^'wfth  Ttiti  <  > ' 
letters  mi^st  welcome,  full  of  aJI  go04  n^^^ff^^ 
Thanks  to  the  PriNN  v  Post  ! 

— ' — ' — ^  — *       -  ^  ^ 

POSTAL   CHIT-CHAT,     ' 

Tmb  toTA-L  ki*MBWi  OP  Lim^RS  '  flelivepcd  in  the 
United  KiHgdMU  hut  year  vbb  Oi6/471^0M). 

War  ts  ft  LvRBK,  rosniD  fo  jl  f  Rmxti'  Bko  a  ttriWl' 
American  coin  ?    Because  it  is  one  sent  (od0  cenQ. 

Why  13  T«E  wofLFHs  Enojosh  FowiiMWJjrK  ]^\^.  an 

ignorant  man  ?     Because  it  is  unletter«?i 

Why  ake  thk  old  "Esolish  black  stamps'  with 
V,  E.  on  them  like  ncdioetnett?    Because  they  are  not 

Oy  St.  VALEifTiNB's  lUi  thi$  'y^^ab  nosiest  tfaui 
430,000  6tVei8  dotat  passed  through,  the  London.  o£|cea 
abne,— a  number  aaid  to  he  unpreced^ted.  '  •      - 

Tut  oHd^s  aosr  OP  tab  Matl  S«<vfci!  to  AtrstBALrA 
i9  « little  9Tur.  ^iOQ,OOD  a  year)  irhilftt  the  .^[itMfr  loto  <m 
that  outlay  is  £120,000.     , 


(' 
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It  is  a  remark  a  blk  tact  that  one-fifth  of  the  whole 
number  of  eriininals  in  Newgate  is  supplied  by  the 
General  Post-Office. 

A  Mkkcii-ix  Chanor. — The  Postraast^T-Oeneral  an- 
nounces that  the  money-order  office  at  llhosllanercUnigeg 
will  in  future  be  called  Pant. 

Machines  for  Lfttrr-Stampiko  have  been  in  use 
for  some  time  in  London  and  Paris.  ITiey  are  not  yet 
perfect  enough  for  general  use. 

The  New  York  Pai'RRS  say  that  men  are  so  warce  in 
Richmond,  that  women  have  been  called  on  to  act  as 
clerks  in  the  Post-office  and  other  government  depart- 
ments. At  Mobile  the  post-office  is  said  to  be  entirely 
served  by  women. 

A  WANDRRINO  Lktter. — The  writer  of  a  roramuniea- 
tion  which  appeared  in  the  TVwM  of  the  18th  ult.,  on 
*  Misdelivered  Lett*»rB,'  says,  *  A  friend  of  mine  lately 
ree^ired  a  letter  which  had'  traTelled  three  times  between 
the  Bahama  Islands  and  London,  all  because  there  was 
a  slight  mi^ko  in  the  direction.' 

It  is  a  matter  of  notoriety,  furnishing  a  fhiitful 
subject  for  reflection  and  comment,  that  the  great  majority 
of  complaints  reaching  the  post  ofAce  authorities  take 
their  nse  with  clergymen.  As  ofiV'ring  a  curious  com- 
mentary on  the  Divine  injunction  to  be  merciful,  and  to 
forgive  *  seventy  times  seven/  we  once  saw  a  requisition 
from  a  olerg\iuan  for  the  dismissal  of  a  post-office  clerk — 
a  man  ^Hth  a  wife  and  several  children,  by  the  way — on 
the  ground  that  he  had  twice  caused  his  letters  to  be  mis- 
sent;  in  each  ca^  losing  the  clerical  correspondent  a  post. 
— Her  Majesty* 8  Math. 

The  Manchester  Mail  to  Loniwn  in  1721.— The 
following  announcement  from  the  postmaster,  of  Man- 
chester, a0  given  in  a  bill  dated  1721«  contrast^}  strangely 
with  the  latitude  allowed  now.  *  The  post  goes  out  to 
London,*  says  he,  *  on  Monday,  Wednesdav,  ana  Saturday, 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  It  will  be  best  to  bring 
the  letters  the  niffht  before  the  going  out  of  the  post, 
because  the  accounts  and  baggs  are  usually  made  up  ot'er- 
pight*  In  these  days,  when  we  may  post  up  to  within 
five  minutes  of  the  despatch  of  a  mail,  and  letters  for 
America  mat  be  posted  within  ten  minutes  of  the  sailing 
of  the  packcjt,  wc  cannot  be  too  thankftil  for  our  prinlcgcs. 

A  Fatal  Letter. — A  letter  once  posted  can  ne^-er  be 
recalled.  Mr.  Lewina,  in  his  histor>'  of  the  British  Post- 
Office,  gives  many  examples  of  the  result*  of  this  regula- 
tion, ft^m  which"  we  take  one : — *  A  tradesman's  daughter 
who  had  been  for  some  time  engaged  to  a  prosperous 
yoimg  draper  in  a  neighbouring  town,  heara  from  dne 
whom  ^e  and  her  parents  considered  a  credible  authority', 
that  he  was  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy.  "  Not  a  day 
was  to  be  kwt  in  brraking  the  bond  by  which  she  and  her 
small  fortune  were  linked  to  pemiry."  A  letter,  starcmg 
and  oondnsive  in  its  language,  was  at  once  written  and 
posted,  when  the  same  informant  called  upon  thd  young 
tadj^B  friends  to  contradict  and  explain  his  previous 
statement,  which  had  arisen  out  of  some  misunderstanding. 
**  They  niahed  at  once  to  the  poet-office,  and  no  words 
can  describe  the  scene :  the  reitemted  appeals,  the  tears, 
the  wringing  of  hands,  the  united  entreaties  of  fadier, 
mother,  and  daughter  for  the  restoratioti  of  the  £«tal 
letter."  But  the  rule  admitted  of  no  exoe^ttioEu  and  the 
voung  lady  had  to  repent  at  leisure  of  hra*  inordinate' 

Curiosities  op  the  Post-Bag.— Most  of  our  readers 
will  have  heard  or  read  stories  of  curious  articles  passing 


through  the  post,  and  without  doubt  the  re<5onils  of  the 
Returned- Letter  branch  of  the  London  office  will  present 
strange  appearances  in  this  respect.  Sir  Francis  B.  Head, 
who  was  permitted  to  peruse  an  extraordinary  ledger  in 
the  General  Post-Offiee  where  several  notable  letters  and 
packets  were  registered,  has  strung  tagetlKf  a  catalo^e 
of  them,  which  reminds  us  of  the  artidet  pacing  throo^ 
the  post  before  the  lerocation  of  the  fnnking  privilegr . 
He  tells  us  he  found  amongst  the  number — ^two  eanariw; 
a  pork-nie,  from  Devonport  to  London ;  a  pair  of  piebald 
mice,  which  were  kept  at  the  office  a  montn,  and  duW  fed 
till  they  were  callM  for  by  the  owner ;   two  rabbits ; 

Elum-pudding ;  leeches  in  bladders,  *seVeral  of  which 
aving  burst,  many  of  the  poor  ereatures  Wefc  found 
crawling  over  the  correspondence  of  the  comitry.'  Further, 
there  was  a  bottle  of  cream  from  Devonshire';  a  pottle  of 
strawberries  ;  a  sample  bottle  of  cider;  half  a  pound  of 
soft  soap  wrapped  in  thin  paper ;  a  roast  dock;  a  pistd, 
loaded  almost  tQ  tht  in9uth  wifh  dug9  and  ball;  a  lire 
snake ;  a  paper  of  fish-hooks ;  fish  inaumemble:  and  la&t 
of  all,  ana  most  extraoi'dinaDry  of  all)  a  human  neart  and 
stomach. — Head's  Essays, 

What  wb  jukarnt  in  a  Country  Poct^Officii.— 
The  post-office  official  oft«n,  and  in  spite  of  himsdf,  Icams 
more  than  he  cares  to  know.  For  a  great  deal  can  be 
known  from  the  outside  of  a  letter,  where  there  is  no  dis- 
position to  pry  into  the  enclosiu-e.  Who  would  not  be 
almost  satisfied  with  knowing  all  the  eorrespondeofe 
coming  to  or  leading  the  han^ti  of  the  object  of  his 
inten»8t }  FrOm  our  long  training  among  the  letter*  of 
our  district,  we  knew  the  band  rating  of  most  pereons  w 
intimately,  that  no  attempt  at  disguise,  however  coo- 
ningly  executed,  oould  succeed  vdih  us.  We  aotioed  flie 
ominous  lawyers'  letters  addressed  to  twdeamen  wJm»' 
circumstances  wore  growing  emban-assed;  and  we  «» 
the  carefully  iU-writt(;n  du-ectiou  to  the  strtvt  in  lirer- 

{)ool  or  London,  where  some  poor  fugitive  debtor  was  in 
liding.  The  evangelical  curate,  who  wrt>te  in  a  dis- 
guised hand  and  imder  an  assumcnl  name  to  the  fusciiutiag 
public  singer,  did  not  deceive  us  j  the  youM  man  vh'^ 
posted  a  circular  love-letter  to  thrw  or  four  gins  the  same 
night,  never  escaped  our  notice ;  the  warj-  maidenj  pru- 
dently keeping  two  strings  to  her  bow,' unconecioudy 
depended  unon  our  good  faith.  Tho  public  ncrer  kno*" 
how  much  tney  owe  to  official  secrecy  and  official  houour, 
and  how  rarely  tbis  confidence  is  betrayed.  Petty  trick^ 
and  artifices,  small  dishonesties,  liistones  of  txranny  and 
Bufiering,  exaggerations  and  disappointments  were  uinwt 
Upon  our  notice.  As  if  we  were  the  official  oonfida^  of 
the  neighbourhood,  wc  were  acquaint^  v*ith  the  leading 
events  in  the  lives  of  mo-tt  of  the  inhabitants.— AlP»««w- 
cences  of  a  Post- Office  Official. 


THE  COUNTRY  POSTMAN. 

0 !  tue  postman' h  is  as  blessed  a  life 

As  any  orui's  I  ti-ow, 
If  leaping  the  stile  o'er  many  a  mile 

Can  blessedness  bestow. 

If  tearing  jrour  way  throagh  a  tangled  wood, 
Of  dra^^ging  your  limbs  through  a  lawn ; 

If  wading  km^eep  through  an  sngry  flwd» 
Or  a  piough'd  fieM  iMwly  svwn ; 

If  sweating  big  drops  'neath  a  burning  sun, 
And  sliiv'ring  'nud  sleet  and  snow ; 

If  drenched  to  the  skin  with  rain  be  fvin, 
And  can  a  joy  bestow ! 
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If  toiling  away  through  a  wearj*  week 

(Xo  six  days*  work,  but  aeveu) 
Without  one  holy  hour  to  seek 

A  resting  place  in  heaven ; 

If  hmrtn^  the  beUs  ring  Sabbnth  chimes, 

To  bid  va  all  repair 
To  church  {a»  in  the  olden  times) 

And  bend  the  knee  in  prayer ; 

If  in  thpBe  bells  he  hears  a  voice 

*  To  thy  delivery  I  * 
God  says  to  every  soul  *  rejoice/ 

But,  postman,  not  to  thee. 

0,  the  pottman'ts  is  a  blessed  life ! 

And  aighinfr  hea\'ily, 
*  Ha,  ha^'  he'll  say,  ^alaek  a  day ! 

Whefe'a  Britain's  piety  ? 

HeUrho !  I  come  and  go 

Through  the  muck  and  miry  slough ; 
Heigho !  I  come  and  go 

Heavy  at  heart  and  weary  0! 

Heigho !  Heigho ! 

Dee«  any  one  pray  for  the  postman  ?    No ! 
No  i  no !  no !  no ! 

Or  he  would  not  be  robbed  of  his  Sabbath  so.' 

Capbrk. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  PKIXCE  CONSORT  ESSAYS. 
To  thi  Editor  of  the  ^StAMP-CoLLEcroR's  Maoazinb.' 

StH,— M^r.  Hount  Brown  obserx'cs:  *  the  term  **  Essay  " 
mesQs  a  stamp  or  device  suggested,  but  never  officially 
issued.'  The  Prince  Albert  essay  was  that  which  Archer 
and  Branston  proposed  to  i*ender  in  competition  with  the 
aalhorirtcd  stamp ;  the  surface  printing,  the  colours  being 
those  they  int^'nded  using ;  and  the  adoption  of  pure 
white  gtun  on  the  back,  to  obmte  the  general  complaint 
of  the  insnffici^cv  of  the  adhesive  power  on  those  of  the 
ordinar)'  issue.  Thej'  were  precluded  by  Mr.  Edwin  Hill 
from  depicting  the  Queen's  head,  and  tney  consequently 
adopted  that  of  the  Prince  Consort.  The  fact  being  as 
here  stated,  is  it,  or  is  it  not,  a  stamp  or  device  suggested 
but  never  oflicially  issued,  quite  as  truly  an  essay  as 
rasDV  others  which'  are  now  sought  for  with  eager  anx- 
ietvr 

these  sheets  were  shown  before  the  Committee  insti- 
tuted for  the  jmiendment  of  the  postage  labels  and  stamps, 
their  security,  and  a  more  genenil  utility  in  their  delivery. 

No  profession  being  made  )>y  me  of  oMcial  st^crets,  why 
affect  surprise }  I  did  not  tell  my  readers  that  the  original 
wood  block,  cut  by  Thompson,  is  in  the  Museum  at 
South  Kensmgtoh.  (See  p.  111.)  MTiere  wt)uld  have  been 
the  probity  of  luv  describmg  a  wood  block  when  none  was 
engraved  t  Mulready*8  design,  of  which  Mr.  Edwin  Hill 
has  the  credit  of  being  the  selector,  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  John  Thompson,  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the 
best  wood  engraver  of  the  day,  to  be  produced  for  general 
U4e.  No  beM;er  appointment  coula  have  been  made. 
Thnmpttm  was  the  distinguished  pupil  of  the  Robert 
Bnmston  who  died  in  1827 ;  but  wood  blocks  cannot  give 
the  almost  interminable  number  of  impressi<m8  which  can 
be  taken  from  a  metal  block ;  electrotypiiig,  a  process 
brought  into  use  1^■ithin  the  last  tive  or  six  years,  was  not 
then  known ;  and  the  Idock  to  be  used  in  printing  was 
therefore  of  brass,  s^uX  ^nth  all  the  excellence  of  a  skilled 
workman — »>me  bookbinder's  tool  cutter — under  Thomp- 


son's superintendence.  As  an  obsolete  specimen  of  art*  this 
is  placed  in  the  South  Kensington  ^(useum  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Inland  lleveuue,  accompanied  by  two  of 
the  first  proofs  on  India  paper,  showing  that  the  single 
brass  block  served  for  the  printing  of  both  the  nennv  and 
twopenny  covers  and  envelopes ;  an  elongated  iiole  being 
pierced  in  the  block  to  admit  of  these  designations  in  type. 

Mulready's  original  pencilled  design,  verj*  faintt  m>m 
having  been  in  the  t>ol  cutter's  hands,  has  been  recently 
placed  by  the  purchaser,  Mr.  Arthur  W,  Jaffray,  of 
Eaton  Square,  among  the  drawings  by  that  artist^  now 
being  exhibited  in  the  South  Kensington  Must^um. 

I  attract  Dr.  Gray's  invective  for  having  m  the  foot 
note  (p.  95),  simply  stated  from  the  Times  advtTtisement, 
that  the  stamp  for  saL?  was  *  said  to  be  one  of  six  which 
were  taken  from  Thompson's  wood  block.'  I  had  not  to 
vouch  fiir  the  truth  or  the  assertion.  Few  or  many  as 
these  may  be,  as  the  Doctor  states  he  has  one  in  his  col- 
lection, long,  wr^'  long  may  he  enjoy  its  possession. 

Whonce  Archer  derived  his  idea  ot  separating  the  post- 
age stamps,  as  noticed  by  me  (p.  93,  col.  I),  did  not  admit 
of  any  such  castigiition  as  Ihe  Doctor  (p.  Ill),  has  been 
pleased  to  make  of  my  ignorance.  I  know  as  well  about 
pierced  paper  and  picfcoa  cards  as  he  does.  He  may  rail 
and  scold  oiu  The  Doctor  will  fail  to  etftct  any  defama- 
tion of  the  Prince  Consort  E-^says :  they  are  gradually 
wending  their  course  to  all  parts  of  the  W(»rld — the  Con- 
tinent, India,  and  America,  and  will  ere  long  be  found 
onlv  in  collections. 

London.  ,  J.  H.  BURN. 

*  l.lkp  nriMiy  oUutr  olJn«ta  tii  Uuii  ni«|rnlfl«rait  drponitorjr  of  art,  Uii*  U 
;n!iidtt^;  H  (■  th«*r«4  dttisl  1H1I.    ImpretMiunN  from  thU  blncK,  Kurfaco 

SrIiitPd.  A8  ih*  PrinrA  Albort  Es«»ra  merm  propotwd  to  be  inwed.  w«ra 
fUvered  to  the  public  for  tlie  llrsi  Uiiie,  .M«y  6,  ISiO. 


THE  BRITISH  GUIANA  NEWSPAPER  STAMPS. 
T&  ths  Editor  of  the  *Stami»-Collbctoii's  MAOAKncB.' 

Sir, — There  being  so  little  known  about  the  so-called 
*  newspaper '  stamps  of  British  Guiana,  I  beg  to  send  you 
some  slight  inforuiation  whicli  I  hope  may  be  of  use.  It 
is  difficult  to  say  which  arc  the  genuine  ones,  there  being 
such  numbers  of  forgeries,  of  which  I  have  seen  no  less 
than  five  or  six  different  sets.  These  stamps  appear  to 
*have  been  in  use  for  a  very  short  time  only ;  and  tne  one 
I  have  in  my  collection  was  taken  off  a  letter.  About  the 
time  they  were  in  use,  I  had  continually  numbers  of 
British  Guiana  stamps  from  newspapers,  but  they  were 
all  of  the  ordinary  issue  of  1860 ;  nor  can  I  find  that  they 
were  used  solely  ior  newspapers,  whieh  is  proved  by  aiy 
having  received  one  on  a  letter.  Tlie  set  with  the  pearl 
bordering  b  alone  genuine ;  all  others  are  fictitious ;  but 
there  are  one  or  two  fori^eries  of  this  also.  In  the 
genuine  stamp  the  shading  m  the  little  balls  forming  the 
border  is  towards  the  inside,  and  the  ball  is  seen  with 
t^'o  fine  outlines,  which  almost  gives  the  appearance  of 
the  circle's  being  drawn  with  one  thick  line.  The  t  in 
POSTAGE,  the  »  in  britisu,  wo  in  two,  and  the  a  in 
CENTS,  are  slightly  lower  than  the  other  letters ;  the  o  in 
TWO  is  also  more  uk^  a  c,  and  altogether  the  letters  are 
Tery  irregular,  l^e  eight  lines  Icnrming  the  inside 
square  are  rery  nneven,  the  two  outside  ones  to  the  right 
and  left  reaching  to  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  bordering. 
There  is,  moreover,  a  sUgnt  blotch  of  red  in  the  oentro  of 
the  stamp.  As  for  the  postnlfeuic  of  this  series,  it  is  ex- 
actly the  same  as  always  used :  a.o.  3,  three  Unes  at  the 
top  and  bottom,  %vith  two  rounded  ones  at  the  sides ;  the 
forgery  having  sometimes  the  letters  a.o.b.,  sometimes 
A.O.I.,  and  more  often  four  or  five  very  blotchy  straight 
Unes.  Yours  respectfully, 

london.  0.  FLEUSS. 
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THE  HAMBURG  LOCALS. 
To  tkt  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

t  * 

Dkar  Sir, — As  Mr.  E.  L.  Pcmberton,  in  his  last  letter 
to  yon,  seemed  rather  to  dotibt  the  authoritt  of  my  re- 
marks 911  Hamburg  locoHs,  I  btg  to  offer  the  following 
explanation.  Those  stamps  are  sold  hy  Mr,  ScheerenbeclJ 
(one  of  the  proprietors),  who  would  certainly  not  forge 
his  own  stainpfi,  in  sets  of  a  hundred  specimens,  as  men- 
tioaed  in  my  letter.  The  remaioiug  sereuteen  .which.  I 
named,  are  slight  variations  in  colour^  print,  pr  paper. 

I  remaih,  dear'  Sir, 

Yourtf  truly, 

Jktmistiui(»  F*  L» 


2b  the  Editor  of  tka  *  STA3iP-GoiAi?<rroR*8  Maoaxinb.' 

Drar  SiR,~AHhough  T  quite  agree  with  Mr!  Pember- 
tonthftt  a  ooUeotioii  of  3900  stamps  is  an  abeurdity,  I 
certainly  do  Hot  with  respect  to  the  ibui,*penay  black  Cape 
of  d^ood  Hope, — as  1  possess  an  undoubtedly  genuine  one 
in  tuy  own  coUectimi }  ds  #©11  as  the  exeessiA'^lv  rare  6  e. 
SaJld^vinh  Islands  on  w^te  paper.  I  ha^e  «li)o  ^t  to 
learn  why  *  essays'  €uid  ^prooia'  are  admitted  mto  a 
postage  stemp  collection,  never  passing  or  being  allowed 
to  pass  the  post.  There  is  already  a  forgery  about  of  thO 
now  obsolete  1}  blue  Holstein,  issued  Maneh*  IB&I.'  •  All 
the  letters,  wUh  the  exception  of  the  ralue^  which  is 
rathrt*  smaller,  are  larger  than  in  the  orio^nal.  Trusting 
you  will  find  a>  spaod  fbr  the  abov^  m  'y«li^  August 
num])«r,  i       •  . 

1  am,  yours  truly* 

JTenky  on- Thames.  J.  M.  STOTTRTON". 

[There  are  two  distinct  Issues  6f  the  HoUtein  stamp, 
value  in  oirele.  We  ihnoy  our  correspondent  mistakes 
on©  of  these  for  a,  forgery,— J5d.] 
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A:ifSWERS  TO  GORRESPONDENTS. 

N.  L.,  Burton-on-Trent.— 'We  believe  we  have  before 
stated  that  the  Beiiin  Express  stannps  are  impudent 
interlopers.  - 

Heron. — The  Boyd's  City  Express  Post  local  United 
States  1  cent,  silver  impression  on  dark-green  glazea 
paper,  is  one  of  the  numereiis  fonoy  reprints' of 'tiib 
original  stamp. 

J.  L.,  Bern,  Switzerland.—  If  you  will  refer  to  our  re- 
mark reeipeetlhg  the  60  craaie  of  Tuscany,  yoh  will 
observe  that  we- doubted  the  existence  of  the  impresaiott 
on  tvhiie  paper.  (See  answer  to  H.  S,  below.)  That  on 
blue  is  well  known  and  not  verj'  common. — Thanks  for 
your  information  respecting  the  inquiry  of  W.  V.  Alston, 
Cumberland,  aa  to  the  U.  S.  Int.  Bev.  ^mp  whteh  he 
received  on  a  letter,  to  the  effect  that  the  ftamp  repre- 
senting a  duty  of  one  penny  to  government  was  allowed 
to  TMWft  current  by  the  postal  authorities.  The  Jamaica 
shillui?  iv^ceipt  stamp,  and  the  bear  of  Benv  with  a  few 
otb  rs  have  oeen  occasionally  accorded  .the  s^me  pri- 
vil  'tre. 

J.  Y.  Leicester.— There  is  nothing  unusual  in  your 
hav'ug  one  of  the  block  Prussians  bearing  a  date  so*  late 
as  !klay,  1863.  In  fact,  your  argument  founded  there- 
upon proves  too  much ;  for  the  eagle  serfes  appeared  in 
1861)  and  we  unagine  no:  one  doubts  the*  biock  issue  to 
have  been  anterior  to  that  We  mentioned  previously 
that  we*  sent  to  Prussia  for  the  then  current  stamps  just 
before  the  present  ones  eome  out,  and  we  received  what 
is   almost   universally   uadentood  as  the  tl^  series 


only.  We  may  add,  as  a  case*  in  point,  that  we  had  a 
letter  A  ,yefi^  and;  a  half  fi^,  from  -Pa^^  , paling  «,  20 
c'entiiR^  of  the  republic  side  by  ^de  with  ene  of  iha 
empire;  but  firis  aoeS  not  p/ty>ve  thWt'tbe  two  govern- 
ments were  cotempoHit)^.rrAt'cdiidin^  ix^  Moens,*  whom 
we  believe  to  be  a  good  authority  as  to  the  date  of  differ- 
ent issues,  the  Tuscjin  UoAa' were  printed  indiscriminately 
on  white  and  blue  paper  at  the  samc^  ^me^ — ^Thanks  for 
your  notice  of  the  misprint  respectuig  the  PortuguMe 


dates  of  issne  of  almost  iall  the  postage-  stampi  spdcifi^l 
in  your  cemmunicationj  in  tho^ngli^  tma^atig^  ^X 
Timbtrfin  Poster  ItUisti'en  of  the  abovji*  author,  ^lucn  « 
ahorth^  be  publi^ed.— The  2  efentf<  'JWva  Scotia*  cyhe^i 
last  year,  fi^  also  the  2  centa  3f  ew  Bnuuwrldlt.  iBotk  woe 
primarily  ^ottraed  for  the  postage  ,of  ^sftl^ic^  4^tta?h 
x^-hirh  kvQ  privileged  to  be  carried  bv  the  mails'  fh>11^a^y 
British  colony  to  Oreut  Britkin  for  ttie  vHlUe  of  tme 
penny.  .     t  ^         .,./.,  i  ■  - « 

A  CoRRESPONDB^Jn*. — When  vour  St.  Petersbur^p^cpijii* 
municatit  hears  from  his  Higd  friend,  Ve  «hall  ^^grfti?^ 
fuL  for  inft)rmation  respecting  the'i^ubiotri-  W^iidtitj 
stan^ps,  ifyou  wi^l,  kindly  transmit, It  to  ti#,;  , ,.  , 

H.  S.,  luritenhead. — ^A  second  con^muification 
ing  thi^  Well-known  60  'crazi^  TliscaU  ^mp  mi 
tore&rtoour  remaork  thdreob,  when  w(e  Kbml^^tii^chtb' 
our  surprise,  that  t^ia  omtssiqa  of ,  the.  Word  %^hite^\^ 
hitherto  escaped  our  notice.,  We  wrote ,  that  we  ,1^*4 
never  seen  a  Tuscan  60  cr.  htiichih  pai)er.—'Ttie 'omission 
of  the  dot«  in  the  small  einiles  at  the  vt/m»T»^  bf  the  IdM 
series  of  Spain  is  not  su Ancient  to  <}ops^tu^  a  variety.?* 
We  agree  with  you  that  the  'variety  of  tJie  2  realofr  of 
1863  on  tinted  paper  oiight  tollkve  be^  cAtidI()^ed. 
ThB  12  Quartos  qt  tne  soma  group  is<  ihm  fonndjiftth  on 
white  and  ti«t.  ■  .^       i  ■      •  '*    ■ 

0:^  OF  •rtiE.FlVE,  St.  Keott's. — It  «  customarv  with 
*oraek*  collectors  to  place '^he  4-4fhs  broVh'  Brittrtiri^k 
lmq^t  ip  th^  albjums.^  We  hatencTwr  sten <>thcr  of  ^ 
Greeks  than  the  101,  and  40  1-  pn,colopre«^^)a^^7*j'ni^ 
loniians  are  now  but  6f  use. — What  do  vou  mean  oy  the 
*  figure  *  on  the  Monte  Video  «fttmps  ?  *Ilf  'yoh  altdae*  to 
the  representation  of  the  risiug-sui^  it  iA.the>iannoriAl 
emblem  of  the  country. — The  rarest  obsolete  stapip&aiv 
the  red  Austrian  Mercury,  some  of  the  first  fbur  i^saeft  .of 
Spain,  tthe  two  blue  provisional  >6f  NaAlea^  tiio^ear^ 
series,  of  Britiah,  and  pre-eminently. ,  jtbicMe^; of :.  IHilo^ 
Guiana.  Stamps  in  actual  use  can  only  oe  rare  from 
their  high  price  or  distant  habitat.  "The  tirest  of  tne 
eeviays  is  the  Oonnell.    -      -     ,    -         •'         , '     ;  i    -    - 

Alice,  St.  John's^  Wood,  qsks  wl^y  the  Swan,  ^B^et 
convicts*  stamps  are  perforated ;  the  4ate  of  issue  of.  the 
Council  essay;  what  stamps  are  u^ed  in  AseenslMi 
Island;  and  wJhy  Franoh  stamps  on  Smynid  lettan* 
W^e  shall  be  thankful  for  iuformation  t^  enlight^u  )i«r 
ignorance  and  our  o'wn. 

YfeRiTAB,  Glasgow,  writes  tihat  the  Nevis  stasnpid  MJte 
copies,  of  the  grea^  seal  of  the  island^. And  lepirapnt  a 
charitable  Is^  giving  bread  to  the  onoi?  ,st|^nR  In- 
habitants. What  queer  bread  they  mua€  have  in  NevM, 
to  bo  of  ftttoh  a  cbmistency  ttA  to  be  p<mt^*  eat-  <yf  n 
pitoher!  ,.  ,   ■  ,         ,•    i>     • 

*  Current  Stamp  Forgeries.'— In  eonaequence  of  the 
illnees  of  Mr.  Edwartl  Pemberton,  i»ie  ii?re' ti^Hged  to  orait 
his  uenal  article  iw  -*€nifeiiti  Stamp'  VtotfietiM.*  W« 
hope,  however,  that  hiAj^eed|rr<^tpi^ti<Qq< to  health  wiU 
enable  him  to  resume  Itis  peri  in  time  fyr  our  S9pt«nilAs- 
number.  -  ,^,^., 
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JABEZ  JOKBS\S  KECOLLECTTQNS  OF 
CONTTN-ENTAL  STAMPS  AND 
STAMP    COUJrrRIKS. 

1  '  4  1 

CHAPTK&  V. 

BETXO  A  DIOKESSIOK  MHV  \  CONVEiUiATlON. 

Who  hft55  not  heard  rrf  Mai^seilles,  the  thriving 

Seaport  and  notable  p«st  town  ?     Who  hna 

iii>t  reftd^  whilst  waitinj^  tlie  nttention  of  the 

derfc  hi  the  local  pofet-office,  the  words,  *  Vii 

ifarseiiles  ^?     i^Iauy  of  my  readers  may  have 

endofBed   letters  of  their  own  with  those 

nfao^  words  ^^Mch,   with  the  all-powerful 

lapet,   h;i§   sufficed   to   convey  the  lines  of 

friendship  over  alien  lands  and  distant  seas, 

to  (letixj^  say,  for  instance,)  tliat  tine  fellow, 

Robinson,  of  the  150th,  as  ho  is  enjc^ying^  his 

tiffin    beneath    the    corilln^    draught    of  a 

pinilcaV ;  or  thjkt  go*)d  old  chum,  Johnijson, 

the  Mofuasil  judge,  at  Something.or-other- 

abad,  after'  his    dailv  l^<?stretchin£t  in  the 

heated  court.   Tons  Marseilles  is  no  longer  a 

dream ;  its  town^  its  harbour,  its  islets,  and 

its  6bips  are  endnritig  realities. 

TVliikt  at  Lyo^s,  we  had  some  idea  of 
tamingj  o4f  to  (i«neva,  but  voteci  tlwit  nefgh- 
honrhood  too  eommon-place,  and  Marseilles 
far  more  interesting.  So  down  through  the 
ddicioos  valleys,  where  of  ohl  the  fcjallant 
trotibadonrfe  clianted  their  ditties  in  the  soil 
Lan^e  d'  Oc,  we  rolled  behind  the  iron 
horse  anfl  isoon  found  ourselves  in  the  orreat 
sontberii  outlet  of  France. 

To  me*  as  »  collector,  the  place  had  much 
inUn^st,  and  my  brother-amateurs  will  par- 
don my  digressing  for.  once  into  a  brief 
description.  Marseilles  is  no  upstart  of 
yegt^day.  Lotig  befbre  the  Christ :ati  era,  a 
hand  of.  mercantile  Greeks  had  settled  there, 
and  still  not  a  few  of  the  descendants  of  the 
same  ra.ce  hold  prominent  positions  among.•^t 
its  inliabitants.  Sitmited  as  it  is  »t  the 
bottom  of  a  g«lf,  covered  and  defended  by 
several  iHlands,  it  very  early  became  of  com- 
mercial importance;  and  though  it  ha«  many 
times  in  its  history  changed  masters,  it  has 
never  sunk  into  obscurity.  At  the  time  of 
ouf  arrival,  the  harbour  was  filled  with  the  ves- 
sels of  all  nations,  whose  variously  coloured 
flags  direrstfiedthe  scene ',  whilst  the  town  was 
crowded  with  the  subjects  of  every  potentate, 
Indeed,   it  is  seldom  that  it  is  not  thronged 


with  travellers.  AH  whp  cbpose  the  over- 
land route  must  pass  through  it,— Indian 
officers  returning  to  th^ir  regiments,  ladies 
goiug  out  to  join  thoir  husbands,  adventn- 
rtftr.^  travellers  bound  for  the  Nile  or  Palestine, 
and  a  crowd  of  miscellaneous  pilgrims  halt 
her©  on  their  eastward  jowrnoy;  whilst  from 
Greece,  and  Turkey,  and  from  the  Algerian 
colonies  swarms  of  turbaned  gentlemen  con- 
stantly arrive.  The  city  is  situated  on  the 
declivity  and  at  the  foot  of  a  hill  between 
the  sea  fl^nd  a  oliain  of  mountains j  and  wn 
were  surprised  to  find  that  the  upper  portion, 
althofugh  naturally  the  most  healthy,  was  in- 
hab?ted  only  by  the  Imver  classes,  whilst  the 
later-built  district,  reaching  out  almost  to 
the  sea,  was  chosen  for  the  residences  of  the 
*  upper  ten,'  and  had  been,  therefore,  greatly 
bdjmtified.  '  i 

But  I  may  not  enter  into  details  which 
Would  be  out  of  place  here.  It  is  time, 
indeed,  that  I  should  mention  to  my  patient 
reader  a  windfall  which  happened  to  myself 
and  Brown ;  being  no  less  than  an  introduc- 
tion to  a  Swiss  gentleman,  tbq  possessor  of  a 
great  number  qfold  letters  posted  in  different 
Swiss  cantons.  He  Very  kindly  detached 
and  presented  us  with  all  the  stamps,  and 

we^were  m«wh  charmed,  with  i\x0  work  0f 
assorting,  them,  whiph  occupied  us  for  a 
moiTiing.  Brown  was  espediaUy  pleased 
with  his  new  acquisitions,  which  were  verv 
dean  and  in  good  condition.  He  remarked 
upon  the  handsome  effect  of  the  white  cross 
on  red  ground,  which  appears  upon  all  the  old 
federal  stamps,  and  also  on  the  Neufchatel 
and  others,  and  regretted  that  though  the 
cross  was  stHl  i*etaiued,  it  no  longer  formed 
a  prominent  feature, 

'Truly  the  present  issue  is  more  preten- 
tious, but  I  doubt  whether  it,  is  haud?or?xer 
tlian  the.  one  it  superseded,  for  without  any 
straining  af^r  eflfect,  there  was  undoubted 
beauty  in  their  design,*  I  replied  •  *tii^ 
many  curves  and  the  shaded  lines  gavb  bold- 
ness to  the  whole.  In  fact,  those,  Swis^ 
stamps  were  picturesque,  like  their  coiintry«* 

*  There  are  none   of   those    solemn   big 
figures  in  the  middle,  as  on  the  German,', 
said  Drown,  *  except  in  the  case  of  those 
funeral  Zurich,  and  even  they  lobk  cTtra- 
ordinaiy.' 
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'  You  see/  I  replied,  *  the  Germans  are 
rery  practical,  and  prefer  the  useful  to  the 
ornamental,  ev,en  in  stamps.  At  any  rate, 
such  is  the  case  "with  the  Thurn  and  Taxis, 
and  the  Baden,  and  Bavaria  ;  there  1^  a 
change  for  the  better  in  the  Saxony  and  in 
the  Oldenburg,  and  "Wurtemburg  is  tired  of 
the  solemn  figure  in  diamond.* 

*  Their  "  arms  "  series  is  better,'  remarked 
Brown,  ^  but  a  young  collector,  uninformed, 
Would  not  know  to  what  province  they  be- 
longed, for  the  name  is  left  out.* 

*  That  is  true,'  I  answered,  *  but  your 
Swiss  are  open  to  the  same  objection.  The 
most  precocious  schoolboy  could  not  divine 
from  the  inscription,  POste  locale,  that  the 
Stamp  which  bore  it  circulated  in  Neufchatel ; 
and  a  young  Turkish  collector,  should  the 
subject  ever  be  pursued  by  the  followers  of 
Matiomet,  would  not  learn  from  the  words, 
PESJTV  rosTAOE,  on  the  stamp  which  bears 
our  qufeen*s  head,  that  it  was  intended  to  do 
duty  in  Oreat  Britain.* 

'  I  see  I  must  retreat,'  said  Brown,  *  behind 
the  acknowledgment  that  the  designers  have 
not  had  their  duties  towards  collectors  suffi- 
ciently explained  to  them.' 

*Tt  is  a  pity,'  I  replied,  *  thiat  you  are  not 
pemnitted  to  enlighten  them,  or  still  better 
to  sketch  for  them  a  model  stamp.* 

*N'o,  sir,  I  would  rather  not,*  exclaimed 
Browri,  gravely;  *I  should  not  wish  to  be 
considered  a  desujnlng  person.' 

The  laugh  which  followed  this  sally  was 
interrupted  by  the  dinner-bell,  and  we  closed 
our  books  intending  to  complete  the  arrange- 
ment of  Swiss  stamps  in  the  afternoon ;  but 
a  variety  of  circumstances  prevented  the 
conclusion  of  our  task  till  we  sat  together  in 
the  house  of  Signer  Torrezzio,  at  Genoa. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

A  SDRFUSB  ON  TUB  ^ULSHO^ 

The  day  after  the  conversation  detailed  in 
the  previous  chapter  took  place,  I  was  seated 
upon  a  bank  not  far  from  tne  quarantine  hos- 
pital— a  fine  building,  by  the  way,  situated  on 
the  coast  at  some  distance  from  the  city — in 
the  serene  enjoyment  of  my  stamp  book  and  a 
choice  Manilla,  admiring  the  beauty  of  the 
Bussian  stamps,  the  clear  design  of  the  Nor- 


wegian, and  the  fine  portrait  of  Leopold  on 
the  Belgian  stamps,  When  T  was  surprised  to 
perceive  a  female  figure  behind  me,  I 
turned,  and  confronted  a  tall  and  j^raceful 
girl  neatly  but  poorly  dressed,  whose  olive 
skin  and  dark  expressive  eyes  bespoke  her  a 
daughter  of  the  Soiitb.  She  held  by  <;he 
hand  a  little  child,  evidently  her  sister,  and 
upon  finding  herself  obfei'ved,  fehe  ^vand^ 
and,  timidlyDowing,  addressed  ine  Jti  FreDch. 

*  Pardon,  monsieur,  hiy  appareht  rtitdeness 
in  intruding  myself  upon  your  noiicie,  but  I 
observe  that  you  collect  leAttmhres'  ff)»les. 
We  have  some  kinds  which  yo\i  itody  Hot 
possess,  and  would  gladly 'paH  with  them  if 
moiisieur  'would  condescend  to  do  us 'a 
favour. . 

Bet\Veen  surprise  at  Ih^  'inexp^cted 
appearance  of  the^  girls  and  their  feqndst  to 
favour  them,  I  was  m  k  ^x,  and  could, only 
return,  that  I  should  have  '  plealsure  in 
placing  myself  at  their  service  th'  aiiTTnan- 
ner  i  they  WotoH  meAtioiH » \  UM  tttiS'lhat  I 
had  vowed  Qtemftl  enmity  tp  tl^  ^o-c^-lted 
'gentler'  sex  j  it  is  true  that,  J  had  deter- 
mined never  to  be  inveigled  iiitJo  taeii*  com- 
pany;  but  what  could  X  dp,  whiei^  a  pair  of 
pleading  brown  ^eg  were  bent  iipon  me, 
anxioiifily  waiting  for  my  ;reply  r  J  ^m  ft^ 
to  confess  my  cou^:ti^e  •  fled>  and  I  >vas  ftt 
their  mercy. 

*  If  monsieur  would  oblige  us,  Ooth  ,we^nd 
our  parents  would  be  very  griajtefpl.  liVc 
have  a  brother  in  the  Algerian  firrpy.  He, 
after  a  long  silenrje,  has  jusl  written  .to,  n^s 
and  we  wish  to  Q-nswer  his  letter,  WouW 
monsieur  ol^ect  to  wnte  the  reply,  for  we 
are  poor  and  illiterate*  We  have  little  to 
offer  in  return,  but  if  he  wpuld  accept  spnje 
of  les  tunhres  posies  pf  Algeria  we  would  l>e 
proud  to  offer  them.*  '  '      '      . 

Yes,  it  was  all  very  well  for  Browi^  to  jsay 
afterwards,  that  he  would  have  respected 
himself  and  his  vo\vs,  had  he  been  ia  my 
place  ;  but  (I  make,  pa  secret  fronn'  my 
readers)  I  did  not,  and  I  do  not  befieva  him. 
Besides,  were  not  the  promised  ^fench  colo- 
nial stamps  in  themselves  a  suficient  induce- 
menb  to  agree  to  the  request^  for  they  were 
then  very  scai^pe  ?  Suffice  it  ^  say,  1  .got 
u,p  at  once,  expressed  my  willingness  to 
do  what   they  wished,  apd,  pocketing  my 


Sin.  1,  1864.]        THE  STAMP-COLLKOTOR'S  MAOAWNE. 


131 


stamp  book,  prepared  to  accompany,  tljflin 
to  their  home. 

On  the  way,  Ealalie— for  ench,  I  learnt, 
was  the  name  of  my  elder  companion — yi- 
formed  me  that  her  brother  Begnault  had 
been  conscripted  about  lliree  years  a^o;  and 
that  p^pvi(]1l^ly  hp  hnd  a.^eisfed  hjs  father  as 
a  farpenter,  in  a  village  nboat  iive  miles 
from  JUarseiriea.  He  hnd  heefi  sent  directly 
to  ihe  African  coast;  had  written  home 
several  times  during  the  first  nine  months, 
and  had  then  entirely  neglected  to  do  so 
nntil  a  mon'h  ago,  when  he  had  written 
lij  ihforni  Tjis  .piircnts  ,  that  he  had  Iiepn 
raised  to  (ha  r^nk  of  a  sergeant,  and  wns 
hopeful  of  further  promotion.  Jfeanwhile 
the  pM ,  peop)|S  had  removed  to,  Marseilles, 
and  Wjcnpieq'the  second  floor  of  a  house  in 
the  Rue  de  — ; — ,  which  I  now  ent-ered  along 
with  Enlalie  and  her  sist^er. 

iODE' NATIONAL  POST-OFFICE; 
tATfe'm  (he  afternoon  of  (he  14th  of  Pebrunry 
list  past,  kn  individnnl  who  bore  not  the 
smallest  reseHiblance  to  a  despairing  lover, 
<)r,  indeed,  to  a  loVer  in  any  state  of  mind, 
was'  seen  to  drop  into  the  hox  of  a  Pleet 
Street  t^ceiVing-house  (wo  letters  folded  in 
flaiwihg'  covers,  "lie  did  not  *atk  round  to 
see  if  be  were  observed,  but  walked  boldly 
intd  tlie  shop  with  a  third  epistle,  and  de- 
posited thereon  one  penny.  Considering 
tTte  suspicious  appearauce  of  this  document— 
for  its  envelope  was  green — he  retired  from 
the  counter  with  estmordinary  noiicliiitunci?, 
and  coolly  walkfed  on  towards  Ludgate  Hill. 

Lo'ng  paces  soon  brought  him  to  St.  Mar- 
tin's-ie-Urand,  for  ho  strode  like  a  man 
*ho  had  an  Snimlilent  appointment.  Sure 
enonph,  tinder  the  clock  of  the  Geceral  post- 
office  lie  joined  linother,  who  eagerly  a.sKed  : 

'  Have  you  done  it?  ' 

thcanswei^was, 'IhaveV 

'  Very  well.  '  Let  us  now  watch  the  reiult.' 

ilofii  people  are  aware  that  the  Gi-eat 
Xatifinal  Post-oflice  m  St.  Wiirtin's-Ie- Grand 
is  divided  into  halves  by  a  passnge,  whose 
sides  are  perforated  with  what  is  called  the 
'Windciw  Department.'  Hero  huge  Slits 
gape  for  leftet*,  whole  saahes  yawn  for 
newapoipers,   or'  wooden    fratnes    open    for 


clerks  to  frame  their  large  faces,  like  giant 
visages  in  the  slides  of  a  magic  lanthom  j 
and  to  answer  inquiriei^,  or  receive  un- 
stamped paid  letters.  The  eouthern  side  is 
devoted  to  the  London  District  Post,  and 
the  northern  to  what  still  continues  to  he 
called  the  '  Inland  Department,'  although 
foreign,  colonial,  and  other  outhmdiah  cor- 
respondence now  passes  through  it.  ,  It  was 
wilh  the  I.rtmdon  District  Bi-ajidi  that  the 
two  gentlemen  first  appeared,  to  have  busi- 

Having 

thorn  selve 
tale— 'in 
myriads  o 
trans  fornu 
asleep,  th' 

chanted  .s( 

those  on 
active  par 
-only  th< 
cloth— the 
together, 

doing  any 

hall,  and  an  immense  train  of  private  per- 
formers, in  the  higli 
floured  in,  getting  u 
he  first  scene  in  th( 
Each  bad  a  sack  on  h 
its  weight ;  and  the 
as  if  by  niagic,  ehai 
the  talkers,  all  the  ■ 

down,  all  the  coffee-drinkers,  into  a  colony  of 
human  ants ! 

For  the  sackB  were  great  sheepskin  bags 
of  letters  tumbUag  in  from  the  receiving- 
houses.  Anon  they  looked  hTte  whole  flocks 
suddenly  struck  all  of  a  heap,  ready  fi>r 
slaughter;  for  a  ruthless  individual  stood 
at  a  table,  with  sleeves  tucked  up  and  knife 
in  hand,  who  rapidly  cut  their  throats,  divad 
into  tbeir  insides,  abstracted  their  contents, 
and  finally  skinned  them.  'For  every  letter 
we  leave   behind,'  said    the   bag-opener   in 
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anstvertonn  inqniry,  "we  ar*  fined  hnlPa- 
crown.       That's  ivlfy  n'^  turn  them  inaidfi 

,  The  mysterious  visitors  clof^ly  scrutinised 
the  letters  that  were'disffurged.  *,  These  were 
/mmall  parts  of  Loinlf)ii7o  ftll  [MiHS  of  Irfindori 
and  to  the  prnvinccs  and  t(>  the  far-off 
qimrters  of  (ne  globe.  An  actite  postman 
might  gness  the  broad  tenor  of  tliell-'  con- 
tpnts  by  their  covers: — Irasincss 'Tetters' are 
in  big  eiivelopen,  officlHl' letters  inlongonei!, 
fch'd  lawyers'  letters  in  none  at  all ;  the  tinted 
and  lace-bordered  mean  Talent inds,  the 
black- bordered  fell  of  gi'ief,  and  the' radiant 
with  white  enamel  ajlnonnce  marriage. 
'Wlieh  the  Fleet  Street  dispatch '  appeared, 
the  visitors  traclted  it,  and  the  opemtinnE 
of  the  clefk  wlo  Separated  the  three  bundles 
ofwKii'h  if  consisted  were  closely  TbHo  wed. 
With  'the  prying  curiosJty  which  ftq\^  o*l^ 
began  to  show  itself,  one  of  the  iiitmdert 
actually  took  a  copy  (if  the  bill  which  a<i- 
compaiiied  the  letters. ,  'It  ket  forth  iti  thi-ee 
Tines  that  there  we're  Bo  many  '  Stlimped,*  lib 
many' Rrepaid;'  and  bo  maiiy  '  Unfmid.' 
'  '.  Tlie  clerk  ijounted'  the  stamped, letters  like 
li^httfiue,  Hiid  a-'flftsli  V)f  red  gl^miln^  past 
showed  the  inquirers  that  oiie  of  their  epi^Tes 
was  safe.'  Suddenly  the  motion  was  Btopp'^ti-; 
the  official  had  itisfinctively  detects  thai 
one  letter  was  insuffltiehtlj- 'adoriied '"^fh 
the  Queen's  profile,  and' he  weighed  arid 
tased  it  dou'blo  in  'a  twinkling.  Having 
proved  the  number  of  Stamped  letters  to  be 
exactly  as  per  account' rendered,  ho  Went  on 
checking  off  the  prepaid,  turning  up  thfe 
sender's  green  missive  in  the  'process.  Hfe 
then  dealt  with  the  unpaid,  amongst  Which 
?eived  their  yellow'  one. 
as  compnted  anil  ca^t  in 
md  a  short-hand  mar&, 
correct,'  dismissed  the 
jn  a  file,  for  the  leisurely 
^ceiver- General's  office, 
■s,  and  all  the  other  bills 
ving-honses,  wei-e  going 
routine  at  all  the  other 
tables;  and  these  performances  are  repeated 
ten  times ,  in  ei-err  day,  all  the  yoAr  ron^id, 
Sundays  ejcepted  f 

'  'You  perceived,'  said  one  of  the  t*o  Meiids, 
'  that  in  tbe  rapid  procesB  of  counting,  our 


staifapefl "letter  ^leansea"pa*t  IVki-tf  utelHaf, 
whilst 'Dor'ihonej-]iaid  'and  tfnpild  e\Mtm 
rem'afeed  lon^  etioagh  'rifidef' '  itIaernAion 
for  d  car^fhl  WadihR:  of  tlrt'  ittlpe»««ftlioU;' 

'  That  delay,'  said  an  irif ("Uigertt  'dlftAl,"  U 
ocpa,si6ned'bocaiise  the  latWl-aWiWlttmftptet 
guch  letteW  cause  ■  A'  tfreft*  cotafflii^taAtt  -tif 
trouble,  whcffly  ItviiHedtiV  tHSMe'/^TQweti's 
heads.  '  'EV-er* 'dfficfei-'tWWni^  ithiitW-tknfl* 
they  pass— flim  'the'  Wceiv'lh^ihAn»*i.ke^t 
to 'the  barriers  who  deKVcV  Ihetor-At'lm* 
destinations^has'to'-giVe  nhtt  takw'k-tt(A 
a«couhfof'(^h.  'Iffhc  public  Wouli*!** 
stamps  'on  all'  letters,  K  Titlild'  aftVtf  lifej'ma 
th'ei*forei'(*^if,'s<imfe'tBottS«hdsilft-'re*ri''  '"" 

WiriW'nnfi'rif  the'Visitoi^>'Witei'-'fyc*Win)^ 
this  Mfo'rtnatioji,  thtf  of  her  had-  follb^etfifcis 
variegiftfe'd'lettt^i'tothe'neXttiroefea  ;-■*«(* 
was  ftiMt  of  BiamjfJn'g  6h  the'attfletl'ISw*,'* 
red  itlfc,thedate'aMb(Vnrv>f,tl»>»t«tfcb-  ¥1** 
ltetfbrs'areVafig*ilin'll-ll*rig'roW,'-likte'ar*iell 
of  'CnrUS '  thVdWti"  tKt^sk  A'  taWte; '  iih*  *ci '  Kit 
docft'the  rtim^Ps'hKria"hibvi,itTiliyhe''«lB 
tfiftrk  8000  5fi  ttn'hotir.''  WhiM  dfeft*«^HW 
Queeti's'heAlds  ^'-the'6tRe*'Bi*«'i(*''<H>4inta 
R?'iie"ttrtimpB,'(irfbi  e»iiililfef^ties"firiy',i'*riHte 
hfe'dodgo^  h58  Stitfrip'ttii  -o'ie'**a*  t»Vipn«'*i« 
Mkik  viArk  ni  'b.  'Jrffe  "rtP'tilalH  pAgfer!'"  *■» 
th^ie  merrtorattd^  4rtCaft*rtS'rft^sfconectl4a*iy 
the  '^reSTderitl'  'whrt;">-t-ckttllhg'  fiftyi'MroA 
trt  bt-fery  black  mark,  gets  i  ti^afipraxhU^ 
tioh  to'theiltrmbef'thrttftfcVepasiM'ilM^gh 

theoflSbe:'  •■ ^-       I  ■■''■■■■■  ""-  '.''''■"■■'1 

■  WhUe  -oiic  '^-^itof  '*<s  ^)(Aift^'  »''g«WsW 
survey,  th,e  other  deliberately  watched  'the 
c61<\hred'^iivelop6y.i  'They  V*rei,'*Kh -ft^ot 
20to  ntlier  Ceti^rtdl' 'Pfet-' latent;  "{*t 'iiH^ 
hD*es;aii'a  lafcbttttt-th^linail'W^o  »&'HoB»6*=tei 
irttotherBlart\10ffi6«"tm«n4'hSrizetti61  iUtA 
worfced  hy  a  \Vh*iel.  "  Til*  iW(>'  ft1eada'#»f 
took  leave  of  th(f  Rist^itt' Depfti-twwiti  W 
fbllowthe  dbjtect8-.ofth*ii-^i*iift.'!"    ■-■'■■■'- 

It  was 'a  (i-aAYter  bi-R>t4r  ^W'«'fclbftt''*b«i 
tfiey  crbssed  Wife  'Hallii^ftis  ttB^'  tSfe^Wtei* 
houi-  at  whit-li  ne«rtl*pbrS  itefe' be^JStwlwd 
Withdtit  ft6.''  '  ''  ■  '■■■'■'■  '■'■-  ■•'■  '  ■■'"  ' 
'  It  was'tlhCn'  jitst-  "rfi'izfeUng^'-WVrtpfcpfet*. 
^egreWTiiddbwiof  fhirtiaeparthi^rtt  bhkig 
thTown  oi)en','tbte  'fitsflilficfe  frtit^'bf-a 
ihitndei'  clond'-  of  Wewspfepert  ■■  fefflpetdiiig 
over  th<i  p(>3£-bffic»  wW  t(l^&t^g  JKtatf 
fllfiiUyJ-rioiV  in  ]&^  flrtipSjAw*  fti'Httfe; 
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BOW  in  aii4deD,pil))n|p^,.aow  ^toppi^g  al^ 
RfltliBr*  I  Sj.  degi;e^  it  began  to  rain  hard  ; 
D>  fitst  .degrees  the  storm  tame  onhiirder 
oul  hp4er,  natil'ik  \Aew,  raiced,.  bailed, 
iDoTrMfUlBiKwapeTH.  .  A ,  fo1l^l(^tl  of  newB- 
INf«ni  rplsifea  io- at  the  windoitr.  WiitGr- 
ipoi^of  newBpB^K^  broke  froia  enurmoKS 
BinJE^r^a^d  .tHig)ilpbf<^  the  mem  inside.  A 
ptodiponfliwain  rti'iww)tpapera,.at  the  news- 
m>er.iny«i:  .head,  aeemcv^  to  bo  turned  oo, 
(jiFettte^ing.  destruction  to  llie  niii}tr«ble 
pwt-offica.  .  Tbe  .  post-office  wiui  so  full 
■Ireadiy,  tha,t.  the  windpw  fuajned  .  at  the 
WWtb  i*;ith  ipeTTspapers.  NewKpapcni  flew 
out  bk«  frptbt  fuiil  wen;  tumbled  jn  again 
b;  tfae  bjeUndej^.  Alt  the  boj's  in  London 
SMni^.  t>r..^xei  g<tne.  mad,  Atid  to  ■hf:  hp- 
mff»g  ..tie  .,pv»lr"tti!^  with  pe.WHpaiwra. 
Sio^.iiBBifl.ithen  .tliere  wb*l  a  girl ;  iiuw  aiid 
thqti  ft(  wf^miari  vACiw  pnd  then  aweak  old 
maa;  biut|as,,ib«>  minute,  haud  of  tlie. clock 
fn|)t.)ie|u,to4iK,'S){cb  a.  toiTeut.of.buj'S.find 
Wtb.H  torrvnt  ij);  uewAfwpers  eame  tiunbli)>K 
Ui'tog^bBRt  psil-well,  liwlovei-  heels,  oue 
abqve.as^thArvtbat;  the  giddy  bead  luolcin); 
Wfibie^"iwjwd«red  wjiy  itbe  boys  8[*an^ng 
OTEB;.(^Hfi,  another's  . beads,  .aiwl  fljiiig  t|iB 
prter  Jam  IJie:  post-offic^  wiUi  tJie  eutbii> 
«iMu  uf. .a  .^rp8,.|t{.  acrobats,  .didn't  post 
ftfWflelvWrniahUy  along  .witb  tbj:,.iiewt<. 
pftpWa,!  ^^.£et,  deliv^i-ed  all  oyep  tbe  world. 
-S^drl^y. i-i^  atrnckisix.  Sbnt;SeaameI 
Perfectly  still  weather.  Nobody  tUer«L  No 
t0kffF>.^,o^  tbe  kMte  .fltormri^n9t  ».  somI:  '^oo 
We!  u\-::  ":  >:.:  ..,.■■ 
■  "ft^t^.-vrbat  AjchaqpiwitbiH.!  Meo  iip-^o 
tk^jr  j^^eos, ,)«.  ineas{ia([wrs  ov  great  ,pbiit> 
for^f  .ii^Pen  ..gvdooiag:  .amon^,  newspapers 
witb  ratw^i  .men  digging aflddLeWing.araonff 
Mpepftper«iaR,if  a  ijew  :  descriptipn  of  rock 
badib^n  bl^tffi'nto.tJfose  tragments.;  men 
going  ap  and  d/J^a.-a,  gjgaSric  .ticaj*— an 
ueesdingr-and^desc^ndifig  rooin.  iivoF''^'^''^y 
II  Actup- eragine-^-etill  ^akipg  with,  tbem 
notbijfg,  b"^  qew^papersl  .  AU  the  .bistoi^ 
of  the  time,  all  the  chronicled  births,, deaths, 
udn>ai7i*^Qs,  all  tte  crimes,  all  tbe  acci- 
da»t«,:all.,t^  .vi«Diti^,.a]L  th«  cbanges,  all 
ih«  realiliw,  at  »]litli£  c^vil^ed  earth,  heaped 
Hp,|.|^i^^flledrP>tt,,<^ried,  about,  knockul 
iloWn,  j:nit,-.^bi^ed,  dealt,  played,  gathered 
ap«^^,  Ubd  pfiw^d  ffpfn.;  hand  to  hoad,  in 


an  appftrently  interminable  and  Jiopelesa 
confnsion,  but  really  in  a  sjsten)  of  admira- 
ble order,  certainty,  and  simplicity,  pursued 
sip  nights  every  week  all  through  the  rolling 
year!  ^yhich  of  us,  after  tins,  shall  fiad 
fault  with  the  rather  more  extensive  system 
of  good  and  evil,  when  we  don't  quite  under- 
stand it  at  a  glance  ;  or  set  the  stars  right 
m  their  sphei'es  ? 

As  to  the  rooms,  revealed  through  grn^ings 
in  the  welt,. traversed  by,  the  ascending  and 
descending  room,    and   walketl    in   by    the 
visitors  afterwards — those  enormous  elmm- 
bers,  each  with  its  hundreils  of  sorters  busy 
ovar  theb  hundreds  of  thousands  of  letters — 
those  (lispBtching  places  of  a  bnsinesst  th^. 
Ima  the  look  of  being  eternal  and  .never  to 
be  dispoKed  of  or  cleared  away— tlnwe  si|ent 
receplaoles  of  countless  millions  of  passion- 
ftte  words,  for  ever  pouring  through  th»»i 
like  a  Niagara  of  lauguage,  and  leaving  not 
a  di-pp  behind — wlnjt  description  could  pre- 
sent, them?     B  ■     '  *  ' 
from  these  jilac 
of  letters?    |W 
iirml  have  fevt 
tind    the    Wels 
Scotch    diviaioi 
going  to  Jericl 
too  much,  does 
sorting  themsel 
he  is  very  iU,  di 
iu  tija-faee  ?     i 
groond-glaas  b: 
not,  uulike  a   i 
pipes^tbe  scrt 
eye  watches  tht 
temptation — wl 
be  never  dream  of  thai  f 

Then  that  eaornxous  t 
public  ahoot  their  lettt 
do  w- si  its — do  tbe  four 
never  fnncy  themselve 
gathering  up  an  enormo 
with  here  and  there  a  it 
to  stand  for  a  court  ci 
termed  'facing,'  or  tnrn 
downwards,  ready  for  8tniiijiiu{{. 

Tbe  system  of  stamping,  sorting,  and 
arranging  iB  precisely  similar  to  that  in  the 
Distrfct  Sianch,  and  by  hie  recently  acquired 
knowledge  of  it,  the  person  who  posted  the 
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coloured;  letters  was    able    to  trace  them 
ihroQgh  every  sta^^  till  tiaey  weiic  tied  up 
ready  tobe  ' bagged  '  a&d sentaway^    While 
thus  employed,  his  companioii  made  the  fol-x, 
lowing  obeervotions :— r 

In  :an  opposite  side  of.  the  CDormoas  apavt*- 
ment,  a  'i^ood^  space  and  a  §ew  officials  are 
devoted  to  repairing  the  oa|*e]K8sness,of  the 
public,   which  is,  in  timount    and    eident) 
soaroely  oredible.     Upoa  an.  average,  three 
hvmdited'  letters  per  day  pa^  through.^  the 
General     poat^offiee      totiadl^     unfastened; 
chiefly  in  oonseqnence  of  the  nee  of  what 
stattonera  are    pleased    to   call  '  adhesive  '- 
envelopes.  -  Many  are  virgin  ones,  without 
eit-her  seal  or  .direction ;  and.  not  a  few  con'» 
tain.iboney^    In  Sir  hranois  fVeeling^s  time, 
the.  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds  in  bank 
notes  was  found  in  a  *  blank.'     It  was  not ' 
till  after  some  troable  that  the  sender  wasi 
traced,  and  the<  cftsh  restored  to  him.     Not 
lon^  since,  an  humble  postmistress  of  an: 
obsouite  Welsh,  post  town,  unable  to  deci*/ 
pher  i^e  address  on  a  letter.,  perceived,  on 
examining  ity  the  folds  of  several  bank  notes 
protruding  Qpota  a  torn  edg^  of  the  'envelope.  < 
She  SQCurdy  re^enolosed  it  to  tha  secretary  of 
the  po8t«ofl&ce  in  St.  Martin' s^let-Gkmndy  who 
found  the  contents   to   be   fifteen   hundred 
pounds^  and  the  su})er6criptkui  too  mudh 
eteii  ibr  the  hieroglyphia    powers  of  the 
*Uind   clerk.'      Eventually   the  .  enclosures . 
fottnd  their  true  destination. 

The  bustle  in  the  adjoining  rooms  had 
now- reached  its  climax*  It  was  approach- 
ing eigitt  o'clock,  and  the  *  Miller  and  his 
Men '  above  stairs  were  delivering  their 
sacks  ftront. the  mouth  of  the  ever-revolving 
mill  at  an  incessant  rate.  These,  filled 
nearly  to  the  month  with  newspapers,  were 
draped  to  the  tables  which  the  brbss  label 
fastened'  to  the>  comer  of  eacb  ba^  marked 
aSfxta^own^to  have  the  letters  inserted.  Oar 
friends  rushed  to  where  they  saw  ^JBdin* 
burgh '  painted  up  on  the  walls^  and  there 
they  beheld  -their  yellow,  green,  and  red 
lettelrs  in  separate  ;packets,  though  destined 
for  the  same  place,  just  as  tbey  had  come  in 
at  first  from  Fleet  Street.  The  bundles  were 
popped  in  a  trice  hito  the  Edinburgh  h^y 
which  was  aealed  and  jseht  away.  Exactly 
the   same  thing  was    happening  to*  every 


bundle  of  lettarsi  aakd'  to  ever|f  bag  on  the 
premises* 

The  clock  now  struck  eight,  and  the  two 
visitors  looked  round  in  asUonishment.    Had 
they  been  j^iiesti  at  the  liidl  in  A'n4e»?m 
when  tJi*^  cihx'k  struck:  they  would  not  have 
been  wore  iistopished :;  for  hardly  lesa  napidlyi 
did  the  fancy-  dresses  lof  thie,  postmen  dis* 
appear^  and.'tha  lights  grow.  dim.    This  is 
the  most  striking  peevliarity  xjf  tbeicxtna- 
ordinary  establishment.     Evieiry.thifig  is  done 
on  military  prinieiples  to  mittute  timie.  <  The 
drill  and  subdivision  of  duties  are  so  per&ct, 
that  the  alternations  throoghoot  thm  da^t  am 
hiigh.ptiessareand  sudden  eoUf^pse.     Atfi)v«. 
miAutiBs  befoi'e/  et{^t'  the,  en^rmona  /cdfiees 
were  gkring^  with  light  aod  crowded,  with - 
men;  at  ten  minutes. after  eight  t^.giaasi 
shpper.had  ffvUea  otS^  and  tiiera  was  hardly 
a  Ught  (XT  a  living  being iviiakble/.  .<    j-    ->     -  ' 

Such  is<  the  substance;  of  »inftkrma^i0&^ 
obtained  b^r.  our  -frtendsi  before  i 'tJiQ^^  took 
leave  of  the.  wghty  heart  of  the  postal  sj^s-^ 
tern  of  this  country,  ,      l    .    ^  ;;   .  ,)nii..i.'    • 

In  conclusion,  they  beg  it  to^be  under* 
stood  that  tlteir  .expemmental  letiesa  wet^ 


TT 


'  ■■  t 


■p-Til ii;;   f'-iji^'ju     MI     JM'JliT 


TT* 


NOTES  ON .  THE  AUSTRALIAN  a.. 

,    ,     .        STAMPS,  v.. .     t'       '-ri.    '.r 
,     •   *V   OYBJHr:iTAtLOIt.      ■;    n  '    v    . 

It  is  :i^elated,  that  1  upon 'iheopemoflp  aC  a. 
bridge. .  in '  a.  reooote  distriat  ^f  i ;  the  -  iJnittd 
States^  a  .person,  eommenieed  hia  awidiffa 
speech  with  the  words^  *  Ladies  and.geotie^ 
men,  forty  yefu*sa^  this  iplaee>  was  ji.'hQwlfng 
wilderness/  Btad  .sjtopped;..  thei  ^aufii^MW 
cheered ;  and  <  he  recommenced  -  «ipth  >  the  < 
announcement  oflthe  same  raet;^  againialoppedi 
and  was  again  a^laoded^  A  third  {tism^  he 
made  the; same < statement^. and  it'ben^ -uoabler 
to  get  any  ^trther^  eaii  doiwn;<  No«^vne  magr 
copy  this  bashful  orator^  so  far  aa,by  setting 
oat  with  th'e  reoiark,  that  forty  yeaixa  ago 
Australia — with  the.  exception'  of  tb&  Mmm 
poi^tiori  of  the  eastern  seaboard  occupied  by 
the  c^avict  settlements^— walSia  badaarQiiB  and 
uncivil  i;ced  region ;  inhabited  otnly  by:  mde 
savages,  whose  ^oler  occupations  were  boat* 
ing,  eatings  audi  sleeping,  and,  fay  way  of 
oocasional  diveraipn,  kilHng^  e<i|^  other. 
But  we  nped  ndt  st^  thireyifortJie.Bigiitof 
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several  variouaiy  designed  po-^tego  stamps  ^ 

emanatiiig  from  that  part  of  the  world,  is  an 

evidence  of*  the  existence  there'  of  a  very 

(Hffef^t -filiate  of  1^ii»g9  at  present,    Bngli^h 

enterprke  knd   Bnglisli  perseverance   have 

cfaangied  tfik  ecene,   and   now   hvrge  eitios 

sfcaiid  upon  iti^  soil,  many  ships' ^oa*  in  its 

spadonsM  hftrbottrs;   Vaik^mtds'  spi^ad    their 

neiwoifi  over  i  the  •  land,  t/housand*  of  hardy 

Cetoaraml'StaoriS'  eft«!   their  dAaly  bread 

there^  andladt/biit  hot  least,  postatt  cotnmtL- 

niccklion  has  been  establish^  bothbet^^een^ 

the  s^rrefrat^  croionieisi  ^ild  beWeen  them  alt 

and*  the  UMJ^ther*  cowrtrry.-     Fourteen  y^ats 

haive-  n/bw  eli^paed  miiee  it  iiret  became  a 

neeeBidtyy^andithe  Tare  Sydney  sttMnpsfbrm 

thfci  initiaJbory  isswff  df  the   now  numerous 

Aosti^aliaui^  seiics.     As  i»  the  ease  with  most 

of. 'the  first'  issues   of  codontaife,  thei-e   are 

several  strongly  iBarked  varieties  of  these 

stempsi,  •  of  whitjh  *  fait -description  is  giveh 

ia^fee  seeottd  nutober  tof  this  nuagaai ne.     AH 

of  them  havp,'how^^y  a  rough  amd  pi'im-itive 

appearance,  but  the  design  in  the  majority  is  ' 

MeAbfy  oleav:    -         •  ' 

Th«  secdmel,  6r  Mnwreajted,'  series  is  of  a' 
simpler  type,  the  government  engraver  be J^g 
contentr  in  desi^jn^^  them  to  take  a  iiint 
from  Uife  M)<riii'ktaih|s,  And'  plac^  itpori  thfem 
the  head  of  our  'tjibeh,'  Encircled,  how- 
ever, with  a  wtfea^h  instead  of  the  crown, 
lb;  i^  quite  evident  that  the  d^raaghts- 
maff  mistliaVe  dnawnl  considerably  on  his 
im^uHiilioa'  in  ^portraying  her  majesty's  f^&*\ 
tur^  end 'it  ^wdidd  appear'  that  a  separate 
dwwhig  '^as  madcj  for  each  stamp.  '  lu  all, 
howev^^*  thei^^ffedt^'is  perffeotly  ludicrous, 
lo  the  liixpedny  €«  white  papei*/  the  head  of 
the^i|eMi'is:almost  witihout  lips,  whilst  that 
ooi  biwe'pcipeh  ^ssefeses  a  prominent  pair. 
A  IbngT^strangiii  ohiil  charaoiertses  the  eight- 
poHny,  a/sbopt  round  dh^the  twopenny,  and 
sa  on  tfarodgboiat  t^  seriei.  -Th^  fi<rst  two  of 
this '  emission/ Were 'the  ^xpetmy  brown  and 
eigbtpemiy  brange  on  blue  paper,  which  we 
beliete  -were  issuedr  in  the  yeav  1851.  In 
18&2  Ae-  rbaximSier  of  the  sWes  folbwed,' 
andjit  retnained  <?wrrent  for  ten  yeirs^  when 
it'waii  superseded  by  the  present  issue ; 
^wfe'chv  «o  -fier  ^  Tegardst^e  higher  vnlues  at* 
any  ttrte,  iBfipears  to  liave  been  an  **advatice 
/i"bolh*itt*Bize^and  design.     As 


notteed  in  a  late  nuiiber/anewpenliyatamp 
has  lately  been  issued,  which  is  a  great  im*' 
provenient';  the  colony  has  also  issued  « 
ra^fer  (^ue^r  envelope. 

Although  we  are  not  in  possession  of  the 
date  of  issue,  we  may  safely  assume  thit 
ViotorKa  o&me^ndxt  to  New  South  Wales  in 
the  adoption  of  postage  stamps.  In  that 
colony  there  have  been  no  less  thav 
elevem  alterations  but  'no  correspoiidiug^ 
progifess  in  design  or  execution.  .  Indeed, 
soihe  of  the  earlier  stamps  wee  -of  a  far 
handsomer  appearronce  thjan  the  current 
issue  ^  ^*  ^.,  the  penny  gteen  (queen  en* 
thironed),  which,  we  venture>  tb  say,  is  not 
equalled  in  richness  of  hue  by  any  other 
known  stamp  of  the  like  colour,  and  which 
is  engraved  with  great  attention  to  detail. 
The'  '  Iwdf-ldngth  *  series  is  very  roughly 
done;  and  the  subsequent  issues  are  as  a 
whoTe  insdgnificant  and  without  originality, 
if  we  eKce\it  the  present  sixpenny  black, 
which  oert4tinly  exhibits  an  unparalleled  ori- 
ginality of  ugfinesB,  And  which  we  hojiie  -we 
may  shortly  reckon  with  the  obsotetes.  The 
new  fourpenny  stamp,  issued  last  year,  and 
the  new  twopenny,  are  really  woll  designed ;' 
and  we'  trust  the  vangdArd  df  an  ebtire  new 
isteoe;  T 

Kotwithstandii^  the  less  advanced  posi> 
tion  of  Western  Australia,  it  has  suooeeded 
in  producing  stamps  of  considerable  merits 
and  which  have  been  much  coveted  by  coi- 
lectofrs.  The  first  issue  ^vras  made  iu  185)5, 
and  the  in(^viduals  of  that  series,  though 
wanting  in  polish,  are  far  from  deficSent  in 
beauty.  In  them  the  background  is  white, 
and  the  swan  is  represented  sailing  between 
tufts  of  reeds.  This  represefitation  is  more 
picturesque  than  that  of  the  present  series, 
wherein  the  background  is  composed  of  jdia* 
gonal  lines,  and  the  reeds  are  absent j  In 
the  choice  of  cotonrs,  however,  the  postal 
authorities  have  been  happy. 

The  South  Australian  stamps  are  of  a 
negative  cliaracter :  they  are  not  remark- 
ably handsome  nortemarkably  ugly.  They 
belong,  together  with  a  crowd  of  others,  to 
theimodiioore  blass.  There  is  nothing  at  all 
striking  about,  them;  neither  is  there  any* 
thing  vetry  noticeable  in  the  bolony  in  which 
they  "cirealatei.  v 
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Many  staTii'pB' which,  wlieu  the  pursuit  of 
stamp  collectiug  first  betiwme  popnlar,'  com- 
inaBiied  very  high-prices,  have  descended  in 
the  scale  until  tliey  are  now  within  the  reach 
of  ev«ry  jiivenilepoBsossor  of  an  album  ;  bnt 
the  old  penny  Van  Diemen's  Land  still  re- 
inaTia  rare ;-  ttnii  we 
tilianceston  that 'it  i 
thore,  ■  ■  Qaatnt  hnd 
Ik  vftlrted'atnriip,  U'gi 
the'bliS'foui'penny,' 
though  liwepreteir 
is  a  slMX-lmeii  6f  « 
th^H^esigB,  sUell  tts 
Imtit'is  donbtfnl  w 
h6Te  ttindi  l^semhla 
and  sHU  more  'd^i 
\t\yro   the    liwkwan 

above  he^  head:'  -Iil'thri  sIispetiTiy.ttnd  shil- 
ling^tlio  letters  ^itigglc  abbUt  the  stilT  border 
in  Ari  ungracefbl'  fashion.  Altogether  the 
iswuo  mei-its  the  ijftjeetive  tawdry. 

(Jueettslaiid,  t^e'jmingest  ftnid  indst  pro- 
irriBiligcoloiiy,if  wu  iilay  bdiei-e  the  agents 
Bttnt  wet",  hy  its  government  to  stiinulale 
omigration,  posstia^es  a  very  'fiiir  aet  of' 
Btemps;  d>g«tit  and  simple,  Khd  of  wetl- 
crwsen'coknu-S;' Jji-esentlftg.'no  thiee  of  ■prt- 
mftivfe'iriTOTnpletertfess'aoii  nrt  (ialient  points 
oii'ivWtfh  tor^tnnrtt.'  ' 

■Thefa  is  still  a'iiLrge  pait'of  Australiit  tin-' 
colimised— iu  fe?t  tliil  whole  df  tho  centre — 
liiiil  wcr  may  reasonably  tajiect  that  at  no 
dis(«nt  date  it  ivill  become  tite  scat  of  hew 
arid  floririshing^  stat«A ;  a»id  it  is  rilro  very  pro- 
bable that  the  older  botoRt«B  mat  be  aubdi- 
\'idffl,  ill  -which  cases  the  collector's  albnm 
may  be  enrrahed  -with  the  issues  of  yet  nn- 
Iwrn  JiflJipring  of  the  mother  eouiitiy. 


We  ■  engr»ve  the  New 
South  Waiea  envelope,  tl- 
laded  to  in  our  last  number. 


0,  OB  INEDITED 

.MPS. 

de  It  In  our  last  paper, 
m  of  tho  nppoarance  of 


1  the 


^rn  ainitlar  t<x  the 

rewifourpenny.  We  Iwpe  to'aHnnunee  soon 
that  that  most  re[iuluve-lndun^  of  all  known 
BtRmps~-tJhe  sixpenny  of  the  eame  colonv— 
has  '  fijUwvtd  my  leodm-.' 


Respecting  our  remadu 

on    the   pocoliar   iKilonr  of 

the   old    t'inlaudu,    having 

since  obscrvsd  oae  of  dn 

same    shade    post-ouirked, 

we  are  iMcliiiad.  to  beliei* 

thnt.lltc.'iK'iuliiir  greeuish-^te>liiie  is.Ksally 

the  normal  uuluur,  and  tliatthu  blook  ooeii 

are  all  r»|>rmts. 

The  blue  5  centos  Dutt^i  is  now '{laUcTDed 
and  )iEH-tiia:nted  in  ski 
10'i;.,.tuit1  DTt'  .this  Kt; 
most  jirobably-  be  ci 
j-ellow...  The.iUalfpcH 
stamp,  haa:dso  Ukt 
of  pcpforHiiaDviOaihi 
anul  fourpenmy  piDvi 
right   in    tJie.appetl 

These  latter  ai-e,  moreoreri  irilglrtly  >lMit>iu)-' 
midt^keafaly  cliaiigsd ,  in-  bue<^b)w/  f)«Dn{fl  is 
of  a.mnuU  r^bcr  red  tlmujibtifarfi,  bnti.tbv 
other litf.  scarcely  BO.brit.,rfat>a.ei»rKUiitt,  lOnr 
Kixpenny  of  the  sKHie.  island  weseiBut  .pW' 
fi>raiod,  bujt  ifwiilirot'lcoucstt^bQ  >iO"wlic>i  tJ»S 
presetit  i9ti}a)c'i^'i.'lalmUstudL  i.i  -■_.  ■-.,;._.■■  . 
lA  some 
■ital.     T 


to  the  I 
me  whe 
t^en  peculiarly  «^Vestahip9'WdnkWo^n  to 
colleotors.     Anenpravittg  of  ■ 
one  is  sal^oined,     TtKyilrE*,  i  ' 

in  fact,  eodtssimita'r'thtttllie  I 
place  of  aiiy  individual  cut  I 
out   of    the' sheet   could  1)6' | 
easily '  identified    on   compa-  I 
risoQ.     Most  of  t4ie  nosee  are  1 
Grecian,  but  one  is  a  Roman.' 
The  expression  of  (be  -eyes  and  that  of  tlia 
mouth  lire  diSbretat  in  every  instanco.iuid  no 
t»'o  of  the  wreathe  are  at  aU  alike.     Th« 
mo^  dttcidcd  contrast,  perhaps,  is  -ia«E)eint«d 
by  the  second  on  the  top  tow  and  tho  two 
right  band  top  and  bottom  impressions. 
The  Belgian  essay;  described  in  osr  last  m 
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mure  oa  white,  fans  been  printed  aiao  in 
black,  red,  bhie^  and  green.  A  few  genuine 
old  New  Caledonian  stauips  liare  been  rum- 
maged ant  of  Bome  forgotten  iixess,  ivliiub 
circnmirtance  has  oonaiderably  redured  their 
pricft  The  Prussian  gorerantent,  at  tbe 
iDstanee  of  &  few  iiifluentiHl  ttnibnnuiuimi-ii, 
consented  to  tlie  re-issue  uf  a  certain  naniber 
of  their  eariiestHt&mpsaud  envelope!!.  Tliuse 
whieh  remained  eAot  the  favoured  applicnnts 
luul  been  sup|)ti«4l,  have  been  all  buuglit  a\> 
by  a  Jealt^r,  nnd  ui'c  to  be  had  by  anr  I'ol* 
leclor  fi>r  a  '  consideration.' 

The  new.  series  of  Argeii- 
e*,  of  whieh  we  engrave 
F^  1J»  fentavos,  are  now  in 
nal  use.  The  blue  and 
«n  are  well  printed,  and 
't  n  handsome  appea]^ 
98;  bnt  die  &c.  pink  aire 
.  ..y  poof  in  polour,  and  are 
b^ndiAeaiW  effective, 

-<7't>a'n«wi}-i»suod  series  of  Husaians,  post. 
flHUufelf  aimOnhoedW  acurroBpondant  else- 
whete  in  the  preaentBumber,  is  really,  as  the 
SMtch  proverb-baa -it,  ^a  siglit  for  sait  een.' 
W4givi^adescriptietiv>f'tbbin,asTndittyboniid, 
and  engravings  of  the  1  andSkop.,  inaoeurd- 


aoca  MriMK  <*»C  ffurtwn  of  intro«lucmg  all  new 

as>0PD  ae  piiqerble ;  but  nei- 

aor  eBgi-aving  can  give  a  cor- 

ixtrema  elegance  uid  attrac- 

)f  th^»4. beautiful  utamps,  m 

id  «imf  licity  lare  so  marvel- 

.   with    the   moflt  elaborate 

!y   are  deHcribed   in   a  few 

8 imply  tlie  Russian  arms,  in 

black  OD  a  oolonred  ground  j  value  beneath. 

Ther«.Ar»  tbree  monetary  denominations  :  I 

k,,  fellow  groondj  3k.,  grves  ground;  and  5 

k.,  lilac  grouitd.     Siae,  the  same  an  that  of 

the   previous   issue,    mid    perforated.     The 

grand  peculiarity  in  these  stamps  is  in  the 

ground  work,  which  tbtw^h  at  firat  sight 


apparently  of  uniform  colour,  is  found  by  the 
naked  eye  (if  an  acute  sight)  or  at  all  events 
by  the  microscope,  to  be  compoBed  of  au  in- 
numerable  number  (poetically  apoalcing)  of 
minate  ttgures,  representing  tiie  current 
value  of  eaeb  denonijuation. 

Oar  next  figure  repre- 
uents  a  titamp,  of  which 
we  are  prumiaed,and  hope 
to  obtain  further  infor- 
mation. The  s^bgoined 
will  give  a  good  idea  of 
this  stamp's  apiwarance, 
though  throwing  uo  light 
upon  its  history.  There 
art)  tJiree  eortti:  the  10 
c  green,  aod  ^0  c.  black. 

^ome  euvelopea  have  made  their  dabit  in 
Pariis,  purportiug  t^>  be  Spanish,  and  bearing 
the  head  of  the  Queen  of  Spain  )  COHRica, 
above ;  i  cuAkTos,  below  ;  embossed  on  pink, 
green,  yellow,  and  red.  Wo  cannot  vouch 
for  their  autbeutioity,  and  simply  cbt-oniole 
,  the  fact.  The  same  lively  uity-boasts  pos- 
■  session,  moreover,,  of  tbe  first  iaaue  of 
Japanese  stamps.  If  Hamburgian  humbnga, 
the  concoctors  evinced  their  worldly  wisdom 
by  waiting  the  departure  of  the  ambassadora 
before  lauaebing  forth  the  impostors,  ,as 
those  individunls  would  doubtless  have  de- 
tected the  cheatery.  The  stamps  in  question 
are  of  different  sizeB,  printed  on  the  same 
sheet  of  paper,  variegated  with  all  sorts  of 
colours,  and  all  uidike  each  other.  ,We 
think  tbe  last  circuoastance  especially  auspi- 
cious.  Tbe  impression  gives  the  idea  of 
a  barbarous  imitation  of  a  French  born. 
Similar  impressions  on  envelopes  likewise 
put  forth  claims  t«  notice.  The  trath,  or 
otherwise,  time  will  soon  show. 

In  our  last  number  we  pro- 
mised onr  readers  an  engrav- 
ing of  one  of  the  new  La 
Guaira  stamps.  We  now  give 
a  represMitation  of  the  medio 
real,  pink.      Since  our  last 
notice,  we  have  met  with  a 
one    oentavo     purple,     very 
rough  impression,  with  English  inscription. 
A  limited liabiUtyparoels'deliverycompMir 
has  lat«ly  started,  head  office  in  the  Strand, 
delivering  small  packages  for  tbe  moderate 
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charge  of  one  pentoy.  A  stifctd'p  rept^sents 
this  value.  Of  course  it  ^tll  be  a  iktk)^  point 
with  collectors  Wliether to  imilude  thii  m  their 
collections ;  bAt  tiiose  who  giVe  a  splice  fbr 
all  the  United  Stttt:esMocal a,  cannot  rcf^t 
ours— -many  of  the  Net^  Y6i*k  8tam|^^  havirt^ 
been  designed  not  for  letter^,  bttt  for*  small 
parcels  '  eiclnsively.  Higber*ptieed  deno^ 
minations  will,  we  tinderstand,  be  issbed, 
when  the  company  is  more  fully  itiafcttred. 
The  stamps  may  be  bought  and  bffij^ed  to 
partefe  uttder-  seven  pounds  weight;  just  as 
postage  stamps  ire  on  letters ;  the  packet 
being  theri  taken  to  the  nearest  receiving 
office;  is  duly  *  delivered.  We  think  the 
arhingement  -very '  cotofenient  and' econo- 
mical, an<i  hope  ittfill  prove  remunerative 
to  its  enterprising  proprietary. 


-Y— T 


I    «>        ■>  I 


I  ■»> 


Iff 


♦|[  )«>i^i   11  >    >■  i ,t 


-   No.  ly. 

ADDENDA  to  MOUNT  BROWN'S  CAT- 
ALOGUE OF  BRITISH,  COLONIAL, 
AND  FORPIGN  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 
Firxii  Ediukjn.   ,      -  ,   .     ; 

§aIieiL 

Sdmie  'device  as  1862,  mi  if^ldte  girmcnd.     Co\. 
imp/;  sqiltti-e. 

6  krduzer  blue.*  '     ' 

ESSAYS, 

Same  devices  as  No.  4,  page  40,     JUqclc  iirrp,; 
rect     .   '         ^        , 

15  cent,  buflf. 
...30     „  ,   white. 
40 ,  „     yellow,     . 
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•» 


blue. 


2  lire  buff. 


Cro^^med  eagle  (ind  serpent  within  oval  frame^ 
iiucrihed  [coBKEOS  MRXJCO]  and  value  in 
'    wm'ds^     W.  inyP' ;  reaL  - 

.    i  real  brow;.-IHiik. 

1  „.  blue.    . 

2  „    orange. 

4    „    palatgreen*  ^ 
8    „    lake^red. 

^      priwna.  ; 

Sam&deidce  as  first  is^ue,  page  45.     BUc,  imp. 
m.  cot  paper;  red. 
Visr.  40  edne  blue. 


pto  $^jA\  WAlS. 

Diademed  haad  of 'QvLeen  Victotia  h  left  in  oval 
framey  containing  inscription  [new  south 
WA.LES  P0STA<3e]  <»^,  v^ne  in  words.   Col, 
imp.  071  glazed  paper ;  rect. 
Id.  rose. 

Ern^tOPE. 
While  embossed  Tifkid  oY  Queen  V'idoria  vnth 
diadeniy  to'tqft,  hud  four  etj/ht-rai/ed  stars 
on  red  di^d  mthin  ah, oidX  frame  inscribed 
[posTACiE*  OXE  penny]  aiuve  and  [new 
SOrrH  Wales]  helow^ '  in  coloured  sutde 
capital  letters.  Vol.  imp.;  oval. 
Id.  vefmili6n. 

^  Crowned,  eagle  Iwlding  kt^le-ham,  within  qn 
ociagQwU   frame  .  insQrihed\    [  POST.    FftEi 
MARKEj,  .t'a/wfJ  i(ih  ^hit^.fLt^  lower  angles. 
Black  tynp.  /,  fieft, 
. ,     2  sUW  gr,  .yellow-.    , 

II         rose.  . 

Anrn^  ,bla€k  on,  a\  ctitkjured  lintd^  ditto  fviihin- 
inficrilf€dnOti(%lfratnei  iu$afiption  in  Russian 
;  -clvfura/ite^'s^  fig^e  indkcUings  vid^ue  in  oirde 
a,t emhaugle.     iktipression^ iniitio  coipnrs ; 
,    reek ,   ■  ,  ■  •  .        ,  ■ .  .  ,.      * 

1 .  kop0c  yellow  and  blaok;  i .      ' 

,  3      ,,      green  and  black. 
5      „      lilac  and  black. 

'  pospfJssiokb.        •     • 

f»HILtPP|riC8. 

Saline  device  as  on  i^pp^n-ieh  labels  (^^  1864, 
t    pqqc  68,     Cqiy  i^np.im  tinted  papejc;.veet. 


6a  cent../po^  fe., green.,  j. 
25      „      ,^    „    scarlfit* 


,1       W*      ' 


Same  device.     CoL  itpp^  r^  /mibenpapefi.te^^ 
3i  cei^t  pa.  fe.  WaeJCf.  .  .       "  i 

i       12J     ;,  .  „.    ,,    violet     '  \  ,,.:  ,  r 

^ '     iitM  States  fif  '|in»rkfw     < 

LOCAL  hXBBU     '  i '  ' 

Broadway  p^sf^ofjUse^  {steam  engine).'  Bkuk 
'  mp:j9firfhre.  •'  ^  1  *  .•  • 
All  references  are  made  to  tltt>£flh  edition ; 
and  where Yinote  of  inidm^^abibti'  is^pfabded 
before  iihe  tiescriptioti  of  »  stihaip;  it  impliiss 
thafc  thero  ii^^  some  doabt  «s  to^  ^s  axitfaeti*' 
tibity  as  a  poekbge  hxbel^  Mud  imj<  inform&tioii 
resj»ctingfitVoK^  beAcc^tablie* 


'U-r 
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SKETCHES- Off-  THK   J,E9^N0WN 
STAMP  COUNTilliSS. 


V  III. —OLDEN  BURG. 
EiETE.t  hundred  yeai-s  bave  glided  by:  since 
tbe  gmtt  Chilrleningiie  ^Jr^BHded  against  the 
tium  pognn  Stuiona, ,  To  QppiiM.'  tbeir  cum-' 
mtm  enemy  tliat  gieop'e  cbo^  for.theii;  leader 
the  hero  whose  name  is  so  celehi-ated .  in  the 
I&J8  of  the  time — VVjtikind.  He  pertina- 
cioDiilj  continued  a  ttuccesHful  t^sisfaucc  to 
the  emperor,  till  the  latter,  fairly  wearied 
out,  indiiced  his  ftie'fl  «nbiniss,i«a,: under 
highly  favourable  cooditioMs.  Tbe  wnrriur, 
under  tbe  title  of  Dnke  ot^  the  SaxoiiB,  was 
etentnally  baptized  with  all  his  family. 

Many  of  the  existing  sovereign  dyiinslieB 
of  Genntiny  claim  descent  from  this  cele- 
brity ;  bnt  none  do  so  ivith  more  just  Inun- 
dation than  the  house  of  Oldenburg,  whose 
genealogy  may  be  traced  therefrom  in  the 
lemale  line. 

Two  of  this  SaxoD  ohiedaiu's  descendants 
becHAie  the  heraes  of  the  nursery  tales  of 
Germanr.  One,  was  Oonnt  Otto,  to  whom 
a  fairy  is  reported  to  have  presented  tbe 
silver-git t  bitrn  still  exhibked  in  tbe  museum 
of  Copenhagen,  and  known  by  the  name  of 
'The  Horn  of  Oldenburg;' wlueb  said  bom 
figures  on  tbe  {HMta^  atampB  of  Denmark, 


Ham 


-,  Ac. 


Count  Frederic,  &ai)tiipf  offshoot,  bravely 
proved  the  innocence;  of.  a  roalii^ned  father 
by  andergoitig  tbe  ordeulof  single  combat 
with  fr  fierce  liOn,  which  Tie  slew  in  presence 
of  the  sAaembled  diet  of  Gostar,  ^roaided 
over  by  the  emperor  Henry  tV.' 

From  this  yAtfrtg  hero's  _ 
heir  spring  the  docal  hftnsc 
of  Oldenburg;  and  on  tbe 
postage  stamp  here  engraved 
may  be  ohdehiD<L  tbb  ropre^- 
eentation  of  the  vaniiuished 
aiHiiu4  ferocious  an  he  ap- 
peared when  Count  Frede- 
ric,Bttech«d  biga.'    i 

Ghcietiantbaj  Waslike,  hta  great-gnmdaon, 
bMildngi  ai  caable'iicar  the  anoieabt  'Oity  of  < 
OldenkMS^fintt  took  its  name.  Threebuu. 
dnd  groraafteiTwarda  a  marriage  >of  one  of 
his  de8cendai^'iwi(dLtke:[sisticr  m  theintgli-' 


ing  duke. of  SeUlieswig,  entiuced'  hia  eldaqti' 
son  the  kingdom  of  Lleumark  and  tlie  docbiea ' 
of  ;Schle$wig,iuid  Huhiteiu.  Hence  Lheaddi- 
tiuual  twmplieatiun  in  theaJneaq^  snfficie&tly 
qavetUo  v>u:aUi,  of  the  Danish  dufhitfa.  ' 

In  Ifi'O,  Aatouy„  tbe  ttagmo/g,  count, 
will^  a,  tranafer.  af  his  dominioBS  tq  the, 
kiag.uf  Denmark,  auf^  the  dvkea  of  SiUiias- . 
wig-HulHtein,  ia^vase.of  the,aj:tinuUoa>of  hiis 
ma|lQ,po«t«rit)T,.:   .      ,      .  , 

In  lt>i>/'  tl>e  «ountfy  aftiuHy:  fell  into  .the 
posiseesion  of  Deniaai'k,  th«a  nej^eBeflted  by 
the.  huosa.  of  Hulsbaiu.  GotfcoEp,,  the  elder 
brancbi  as  we  stjaited  ahovAj  o£  the  Oldenburg 
family.  Un  the  acitesaiott  of  that  branch 
to  the  Hawiaii  throne,  Deamarli  .  received 
Oldenbui^  in  eiiuhaoge  ton  tJie  Schleewigr 
Hoktein  himily  posMUsiona. 

The  gratnl-duke  Paul  of  Russia,  in  whom 
the  Oldenburg  states  (vei-e  mvesLed,  solemnly 
assigned 'them,  according  to'convention,  to 
his  obnsm  Frederic  Augustus,  represGtttattVe 
of  tlie  yoiifigest  brahth  of  Oottorp,  and  at 
that  time  bishop  of  Lnbeck.  "Hie  emperor 
of  Germany  confit-med  this  settlement,  and 
raised  the  territory  to  .the  pank  of  a  duchy. 

The  SBcund  duke  was  d«tianged,  and  bis. 
coaain  Peier  Frederic  Louis,  the  bishop  of 
Lnbeck,  acted  as  regent.  .This  waa  in  tbe 
time  of  Napoleon's  c^mnt^igns,  and  Olden- 
burg did  not  escape  the  results  of  his  restless 
ambition.  In  1$15,  however,  ailer  the  fall 
of  the  disturber  of  Europe's  peace,  Olden- 
burg, by  decree  of  the  Congrasa  of  Vienna, 
became  a  grand-duchy,  and  the  principality 
of  BirkeDt*eld  was  amalgamated  therewith. 
On  the  death  of  William,  the  deiMged 
sovereign,  Peter  took  the  title  of  Duke  of 
Holstein-Oldenbnrg.  , 

His  son  and  successor,  Paul  Frederic 
Augustus,  the  late  sovereign,  did  notassame 
the  title  of  grand-duke  till  August  iiUtb, 
1829.  Tbe  ex-queen  of  Greece  was  one  of 
hia  daughters,  and  *h6  daughter  of  the 
great  Gustavus  Adolphus  of  Sweden  and 
the  beautiful  hut  unfurtanale  Queen  Frede- 
rica  Wilhelmina  his  third  'wife. 

The  lordship  of  Kniphauseu — the-  aifiallest 
of  all  the  European  atatas,  With  two  square 
leagues  of  anparficieeya  pepuJation  of.ihnw- 
thousand  souls,  including- an  aimy  of  thirty 
men,  and  a  capital  contAining.fifty  isbabitants, 
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foirmei'ly^ppQi^^amug  to  iJieihejasejofOldfni* 
1[)urg,  wjiicb  8(tiU  ©Xj9?qi3e(a  a  species  of  feudlkl 
aiajthc^Hgr  over  'ifc — ^givee  ftvpfce;  in  tha  <}er^ 
iXMWP  ConfederatioD  to  iit6'  piroprietor,  ihe 
Count  of  Beutinck.    •  .      i     i  i  .  » 

,  The  magpr  pert  of  tb^  country,  i^tdawpi 
&ggyy,and  t)arre%  not  tprodnqingMauiffiiQiont 
com,  foir  hoime.  consumpt^^^n^  f(  Th^  «ni«JI 
pri^oipiility  . ^  XiuJoeok  .and.)  Entwi^trwitU 
t^y^n^yrif^^vio,  thonea^d  Jit«  hnn^rod  ■  ittbubrt- 
anta  in  twent^rfiv©^  square  l^ag^ep,  'enjoys*  th^ 
only  fruitful  soil  in  the  <H»ij4i*cy.>  i  Tkiiiivfm^y'* 
five  (iionsand  five  hundred  peopje  of  Birkeur 
f(feld  are  alinost  exglusively  engaged  m^  iron 
works^  or  in  cutting  and  exporting  agateu 
jdfebfer;  and  chalcedony,  6f  'whicli  Rie  soil 
fortisHe^'  then!  l^h  ••a  ^odfg^ou^  ^(JUfiLlitibr:  * ' 
•  "fW  'fljliJ^hbtttgefs"  gpeafe  ^at  S^  hmed 
lotW'  I>atbh.  ^'^i^i^y  k^^'xA'ds^f'^tim^^ 
biif  thdrfe^ar^mat^y  Cathdlifes;  $bni^'  'JEWfeest^ 
'antsJ^dnd-a'tbw^j/Ws:'  :  -"'■'  ''  ''' "  '  ^"  '  ^'  ' 
^  TA'thB  mat*^/  districit  of '^aferlkrid  r^sidd 
tft^  dfesdeiid^fitS  -of  *tHt^  laiicifent  rt^li,  i^hose 
linkage  ri.TO  lUhiine^  they  'slfll''  M  '^i^eif: 
measure  presei^ve.  '  Proiii  t^e  aj^p '  bf  ^  fi^e  to 
«h^  mo^t  advaticecl  peHod'df^Kfe,'^l)6i(i  'dp±'^^ 
Rte  engiHged  almbstsblety  iii'^nit<irig%d;i^t^d 

'  Th6  sthair;'feTa^d  bf  WarigeM^;  ii^  Oib 
cii-dle  of  Jever,  aupJ:)orts'aboiittV^d  hiindred 
aird  fiftr  ^il6tS'i*id''fislxerttieti,'tHfe  'desbehd- 
ant^  of  the' ancient  Atigies,  havki^  a  T^e^ndi* 
dialect  of  th^it  dwri.    '''''.-, 

Peter,  tie  V^i^ng  sbVbrefgn,  wite  hbril  lii 
18^;  and WuccefededfiislUth^r  iii'thfe  twiBttty- 
sevenlih  year  6f  hi^  ag6.  '     '    """  '"  • '     '      \ 

The  Oldehtur^  sftauip^  aifoi-d  4n  ^x6^11bn« 
exernjilifieatJok  d? 'the  \ theory  of  iiiutu^l 
accomtnodaiioii.  '  i:ll  collectors '  ate  '  gralteftil 
to  the'  aatninistratbrS  df  tte  |K)Bial  arrktige- 
meiit^  b^  the  cbtintry.  fpr'  the  fteqi^^Hty^  of 
novel  issues,  and  th^  gt'ekt  -^iiriety  of  device, 
fbrai^iaiidi:iOlotir  oftthe  statoipsiin  ^^ueetion ) 
and  we  thiiiki  it  ^lig'hly  fyrdbiable  >  "thai  the 
imnietMe^qti&T^ttitiea  of  ispooaaaettarpiuxshased 
exclusively  to  figikre  in  ^oU0e#ion8>in]Mt  forte 
&  vcrry  t^oudidemble  itditi'Oti  4die  profit  aide 
of  the  -le^2^  of  the  Oldenburg  poat«>offioo« 
In  feict,  we  imagine •4he.etxpeii8i9  of  a  mew 
plate  for  any  ;  jgovemmenii  '^tainp  woold 
apeedtly  be  oo^ted'  by)tWfia)eHaf  isut^uBiNi 
to  dealers  or  collectors  alone.  f . » •  f .. p ^ t 


III  th#  isfyificy  of  UfUhbronMOik  ix^Eagkadt 
one  ^.onat  fiist-andiftoat  aeatousooUeotorsrr- 
before  ppstnge  aliawipa  bad  ^^^agod  the,  at* 
tention  of  ^^^Km^nerpjal  ep0cuJaii^i|8,,.wl 
changiiig,  not  hmfing^  waa  .the  ord^r^of  i^ 
G^y^-hfiLtin^HCconexiona  fe^  ,01dei^biii^ira« 
enableid  (to  ii^port/ onmbeiis  of  its  ladiphr^d 
8jbapi^,r^nd  by  m-  doing  Ab^n^A  ff^apf  ^ 
QbaiofVf^^d'Ait  Uiatftime  lUiaoi^  u^aA^Giinafal^ 

.iWettbinkrthfl  pag6s  i.n  ptir^^bum,  devi^t^ 
ifo  <^  OldeiAung  ii*pres8wxns,  i^xfeililiiRg  #Jl 
tha,knQ>v:n  j^^^fi  .apd  Uieur  icane^^t^eaa 
aiM].9»fiai^led«>«i;itK>ng{the^  «M;>at.,itt^rf|o^ 
ofithabopjc.  ,,''  Mi<...  «  ','".tj  !."  ' 
There  have  been  four  serieaofi,a4he|av#s 
a4d  tjtfo.of ,  WKeloj>p$» :  Xfee  J*tt0?, fi^tfe^he 
fiarma »rf  tk<a jcowtcy  in  hi^i  refef  ^jai#iimt 

cftlaur^d*gron«d,  ari$j(pwrticwJ^»%friiotj«si^^ 
fpp,  bw«i<ty,  >both,  pf)  d0pigii(,«id}aw?.utifww 
The  itwo>auw  ,yairy  onjlf  ia  fitb^  o^^uts 

as^g^^t  ,iQ  .tM)  diffiw8?<t  ,deiif)mi^tipn?4 

The  earliest  set  of  labels,  now  i^areiy^^ili^ 
with  unused,  of  which  the  yellow  reeently 

c0$t(  wia  t^Rlm  ^jtliE^  OM<eiiJ:)Wfgip^ 

is  nearly  square,  and  consists  of  four  values 
only.''  Thfe  ftV^^^tf^'^ctM  «h^t^eiA' W  tfci 
same  as  those  on  the  env^lbpei,^  Hran  -a'-cross 
iBilien;«rf tJieid^^ep^>rit!.t     m.^   ^^^    'in//-^i> 

'''i'Sh€iiiMaeoi9iidv8ei3ie8((><r8steie^;oolQ«rB  '^ftd 
vilA0B"a0  •ihesfirBt^ftB><red»ngtikiryf'ancb'«u 
bibits  alvariatioti  inihhB  d^a^oldLtrnfl^  bwra^f 
anumg^oih^  ifeddili«psiyTtbe;lt««ip9eTtouBly 
attnded  -to^j  .t  Xt  is  ^an  inidiFidwdit.  c|f|(.tiBtf 
gtotipt  whibb<ia  representeid  BbDy0f»ffa6>bfai0 
I  ^o0oken«i)"->  ti  ••  f  *i  '»-'.<.. 1 1  --r  cm.  f  ,^  ■>/.  t«; 
•Xboi '  nixt I  Tsei  tntroduii^a ;  dif^o « 'liddtiioBal 
denomiimtiQiiis(  the!  \  grescfaen^aod  >^|gB06' 
ohei»4 J 1 H  With '  tJke  < tcupeption  ^ofl  the  .ew^ray 
which,  in  ifaotyii^  diflereai'iiftdeUHf  aU;;iba 
idsa.e«,;  it  is  lidentacal.  with^  tW  iprecediikgj  but 
is  prihied  in  cdkiurcifa)  whitfe^fnofe^lUicki-iii 
Qotonur'  .UkeiiJta-^prededosseFS.  ,vf  Besides- •  lbs 
ftvei  i .  individuals  <  i  nbrmUlIy  i  oOnKposiiig'  itbia 
aeriesy'  >ibeire  is  ^-aiii  sdditijcxifd  '^  gvo^cheil^ 
the  eokmr  o^  Whieb^iaa  iniiiehid«rlDar.gTeeDi; 
aad  the  whole  !gn>a^;  preff!iDUalytto4t»'t;eMa' 
tioa-  fnetn:  oirbulaticqij  IbolsM  As  iC^stra^  *ff 
fcdm  a  liew^  tda4e,  rtbe  •MBB8riof^'ahlKli]i^*4tfid 
general  i  ^appettrance'  <s£  -  thei  i  iltamps  ^l^^^i^S 
BEBiidi  nioretpeoiHMMiced^r*.  -i  .tv.im  tt.*  .v 
*  '^iHie  *ctBmentr  ai&daivoii '  <  i  aisaneifaftytdi 
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jM6tief  but  not  coloard  the  BBtme  M  tbeir 
ppede^esM^rft-^tfeottgh-'  imicU  less  sharpiy  «*- 
ectted,*  <ir^  neftf ly  ^(v^Ht^iles  of  thb  0»re- 
kiwfcs,  if  Tfewed  through  the' large  end  of  tat 
op^ni  glfl«8.  Thef '  WM'e  the  fir^  to  show 
PHisgK^ii  piYKjlK^it^r  bj-  ^>rt0h)y  followm^ 
4hK  l^ad  df 'that' oountfr)^,  ftiid  asfiiring  to 
lissi^ift  ibd'^t^y  0f  (^ermatty,  even  -in  the 
cSt>lkt^«f*rtte^pn«rl*^e'j*difyp^  "Weftirpi^y^ 
vellow  is  the  revolutionary  colour,'  or  fei^i^ 
iefttiv^'  of  B^tti^hiiig  ^Qty\  ttMtiM  to  Hhe 
0%rtttf^gj  ^it  6^e«a8'  |)^«^ttia»€/m)y  ei^dWded 
ih^tJieii"|)io^ag6r stamps, 'b^rhi^  ii<W*ilp€^- 
sefttod:  iii^  faVt>tf^  ofi  th)|ti  iri^oUSi  Wisl^ tra^ 
colour  known  to  continentals  wndter'tHe 
natte  of  4>iStJ-0.  '   -         •         '      '  » 

*<8kb6(d  th6^t^ig^i!ng  duW  Bttoeebd  iti's^bt; 

efctfttt^d^^  htr  tm^'W  tHd  «^oot^  (kohie^, 
Mmnf*  'rtn«if^t«  *i^n{)th^  ksiie  <  of^  Olden*^ 
b»^;  WHhl  iMn^ildtEil'  hdMrin^  cotiM^filtoH;' 
oPim^  dAkh\6  tfe%  ^f '  fcnce«try,  tttiU  ih*. 
dtt4itift*fbdtkihe»ho*n-of  Ottb  aAd  tb^hm 
*f'Frd3«*fef.  "'•'=    ^'  ''•'    ^"    "'"   ^   *'    "^  ""^ 


-^r^ 


il     '*/<>! I 


Strange  to  say,  althou^:  Parii^  iwas  :ibe 
bead  ^qaatters  of  poatvge-^tdmpt  eollecbors 
8aind> tain etbafor&tiffir mania nrtae. fit)  ^rt&mJAy 
spread!  ifKnOrtet ^Britiin;  thitf  is  the  ftM 
magasroe'idttvDted.ta'ifmstBge  -fi^mps  that 
k^^af^^DeakwddiL  tfait  city/ .  Am  far  as  W6  cab 
jud^e^i^rom  tiie  tfirfirt  imnpbep,'  it'  bids  f^  to 
prove  a  boon  to  those  French  colUctov  who 
ite<ii4]i:>liblev>^iB  ig^ntmranoe  tif^herktigualge, 
tfr  appi-ednie  iouir  own.  '1th  bwt  >  a  Jmiiiliiui^ 
9kfiv99eja^^  but  .moB^' probably  j'  if 'found  to 
addvd^,  THlt'be  cnlairgCHA^iti  due  oourse.'t  The 
ood  befobe  'UBjco^taitiff'an  intrrodaetbrj  adw 
dre8R;>iSbfi0l90d'by  i»  ohronicAe'  of  tewly, '  or 
al<  least  r  lately,  488Qe6l>stHinps^'  randi  ^ontwtoB 
loibe  iii£oa^]puUnon^bf.  which 'We:hat^e-italo0iii! 
tfaeJsberty'  to  lB«rail'diiiselTes  in  aiio4(lier  fnti 
of  looruown!  ciiri^at  aomnber.  >  <  There  lare  thehr 
BmBtefaais^^ihei&vsit'isif  t^  oontiuiiceni^tii'of 
flie>dec0B6i^  ef  i1^  "kingtof  itfae'  Saoidwiofa: 
UaDflkvitif  twe'siHtakeniot,  iieitber  do^  cat 
QVD^Qaqciii  Ana^  silrviv^ei  ■  >  Tb^  last  article 
is  on  &kise  stamps,  and  'tbcre  ifl>  unichr  sense 
iir9a»br  tilDnremaiics'ihdreiiiy  Wtbe  Bfibct 


that  by  pointing  yJuf  to  notice  the  mintite 
differences  >eKitrti<ig  betwtBen  forgeries  ^wnd 
r»ai?tie^,*g«|{diii^  hints  ai^e  affo^'ded  the  oon* 
o^tof«  for  nwwlrfying  theiV  old  or  making 
new  dies  stHl  more  difficult  to  be  detected 
ik«tt  the  gonuih^  article.  Thb  dafbst  way  to 
avo4<i  lieii^ioh^ted  "is','  n^yfer  to ']fmrcbaso 
bat  tof  thbke  individuflfls  t^rhose  rfiaraetfers  are 
a '  gfiaratttbel  foptlieh*  good  fkith.  Piirt^  <tf 
ih^  tliivd'atiA  the  whi^c^  ot  the '  last  page  a^e 
d^ot^d'to  A-pwse  list  of  stamp*  for  sale  at 
the^^aiithot*'^  repository. 

Alt^enwine     T^utscf^e     nrteflnarX'eii'-'Zeiimirg^ 
Cfoburg:  Ernst  Koschlau. 

•f  iiREj^  uumber^  "have  npw  appieaiTetJ  of  thia, 
the  9^ond  pp^t^gB-stamp  ma^azina  pMblished 
v^  Germany,  as  far,  at  feast,  as.  we  have  Imd 
ihe  Qppprtpnityof jascertaji^ing.  Thex^  m^ 
be,  .^nd  possibly  af^ ;  others.  At.  all  events 
like  its  French  congener^  it  is  but  ip  ,its  in- 
f^ncjt  .ft^d.,  t^Ufl  ,su%i^j^tly  .sHenpes.  .those 
crpa^era  whose  cry  is.Qve^  that  the  post^gi^ 
stamp-qol%if:ing  ,fen'cy  is  .fast  ff^ing  .^w^^ 
^fVer^  .that  the  qa^ e, .  sdall  eucpnrag^en^ 
would  V>e  anprded  tip  n^ w  publications  of  this 

kiui;  ai^^:  wp  p^t?,  ^9f^p)y , ^'f?^g»pe  tbaf ,  th^ 
supply  has  not  been  created  by  the  wajot,  m 
aocor^^nce  >]rith  tl>^  Uisual  .cojir^  of  thii^gs. 
W^j  wjs^  aij  ^ucc^s,s,,tli.pfl^  to  the  pr^se^^t.^i; 
Mxy  siDftilar, claimant  on  publiQ  pati?o»ag^» 
and  hope  verjr  sl^rtlj  to  be  thq  chronjcjers 
of  something  of  the  "same  kind  emanaiijQg 
from,  ItaJy. .  ^he  contents,  pf  the  publication 
linger  review  are,  notices  of  npw  stamps  and 
falsities ;  several  articles  in  reference  to  col- 
lectors and,  colleptin^,;  a  .tolerable  spr^'nkljng 
of  adVj^rtisementa  \  and  a  short  price  list  of 
the  j)^bli^tier'a.  ,  JUke.t^e  Frencb. jpiirnal 
previously  noticed^  this  .publication,  com^a 
out  on  the  i*5th;  ^f  tlie,  monti?,  ^  d^ies  also 

Fotirth:  ^diti«i!f .  /  P^ris  3 .  Ijtoegrek  -  ' 
W«  haver  not  seen?  a  copy:  of  (this  edition, 
wbidi  we  miderstdnd  baa  beeti  ca^ieftiHy  re* 
vised  and'  o^itisiderably  improved. '  In^  ikotj 
M9e  hav1e<Il^ve^8een'aily  edition  of  tbii^  album 
in  wMc^  there'  bas*  hot  been  co&siderabid 
yoom  for  improvemeat.  Theemendatioua 
simeiailced  liave  wnt  >  come  b^bre  they  were 
required,  -     *  - 
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I'OSTAL   CHIT-CHAT. 
Th«  Poa*  w  TH  N'lKETBtxra  CiarniBT .—!.«««■ 

dwUkI  at  Uraogua.  in  the  sauth  lidiag  of  tku  coonly,  tor 
MorkJiH)  &  4uiiu)ce  of  two  tnilcA,  tukf?  tvo  diifH  mnd  ItQ^tl 
222  niilfB  to  reach  their  ic»lin>tuni.— If minjlt  G.iirditn. 
A  Penny  Post  Bt'ouKsno)  Two  HrwmED  Team 
AGO- — It  ii  a  ourintia  intrnHdeilce  that  neiirly  ^00  yean 

aS  that 
)'  of  the 


19, 1S3-5. 
vriU  be 

mccclcnwd  Ibe  iBpeal  o(  the  corn  Uws ;  that  it  avercama 
tbS'faoilit-loTiiig  ZctUnden'  diuDclination  ti>  l«<ra  Iheir 
itomiy  iaUndB  tur  placca  in  which  tlify  could  prooure 
Wire  lacradTc  crnjrtovmint ;  nnd  that  Ihroughout  the 
kingdoM  it  greatly  Mimulated  the  book  trade.  Mr. 
Bagaur*!  PolT^ot' Hibli',  fur  nsinple.  could  not  have 
been  publinlwil  had  it  not  been  for  penny  postiiire  :  Iht 
postire  at  the  prodfs  nadrr  the  old  Bvnteni  woaid  havo 
out  the  puUirfier  £1400.  In  the  ;ear'dUrin^  vhich  the 
whole  condnvnt  rocked  in  the  thror*  of  pntitieal  revelu- 
tioil,  Eirgland,  calm  is  the  core  of  conlliiion,  iwM^ived  a 
frew  po»tBl  boon— flie  hook-j™*  wb*  established  in  1848. 
Whi'il  wt  fnrtlifir  name  IIhj  divieion  of  London  into 
pa«tal  diatricta ;  the  *ilen>ion  ot  the  money  order  sj-rtcm 
to  the  oolooiea;  the  eetaMi^hment  of  pont-nflice  euvings 
bftoka;  and  Thv  norliiig  of  letter]  in  the  ni^ntTiceni  msil 
jiacketa  vldeh  iKiw  njianrt^  the  moat  dialanl  aen  with 
the  Hriti«h  Bsf ;  and  in  the  niahinit  trains  Khieh  rumfile 
thtnof  h  the  country  la  the  small  tiouni,  snali^hing  smi 
ihvppuii;  iMtar  bags  M  ths  amallrr  etation*  wilhsut  con- 
deacendinf  to  pause  in  Ibeir  'heailtmig  trareer,  we  ahaJI 
hart  indicated,  so  to  ^lesh,  the  niouniaiD  tops  of  the 
history  of  our  po*t-oillci;. — thambt- 1' i  joiiiniil. 

'Abeivaloftme  Movtolt  Mail  at  Accxl.isd,  JTkw 

ZEU.AND. — The  niait-steanier  ^m  Sydney  eoiiics  here 

once  »-raonth,  bringing  letters  and  pap'uTa  ftoiu  England. 

Bhe  usually  arrivi's  aliaut  the    18ih  or   20ih,   and  het. 

coining  is  the  signal  fbr  a  dense  crond  to  asuemble  at  the 

poat-oHice  in  Princes  Street.    For  three  daj-a  alter  the 

mail  comes  in  the  po«t-oSlcc  ia  completer^   beaeired. 

ITiere  is  here  no  po«t  deliTtry  every  hour,  aa  in  London  ; 

their  own   leltcni.     Some 

lopen  thna  and  ivad  tbem 

1  them  anaidst  the  tfartuig, 

iider  the  rerandah,  or  they 

«ruBU  the  eagerly -expected 

iM  hal.  i>  not,  aa  yon  might 
10  auch  ofliciala  eiial.  He 
I  iat«  town  for  his  leU«i», 
^bag,  auspijidod  from  hia 
[eh  u  a  common  article  of 
Uiuul''  Thia  notiee  of  tLe 
in  tba  JItuttraUd  Zttidcn 
&um  the  pen  ot  n  correa- 
iss  hia  description  with  a 


with  a  spacious  verandah, 


in  front  of  which,  npon  a  narrow  board,  are  painted  tti; 
words,  '  Post  Ofikc'  Within  the  ahade  of  the  veraadik 
are  depicted  a  numbfi  of  persons  eiujerlv  crowdtn^  l* 
g'ther  and  j.nlioulntine  bi'fiirt  n  coUnlc  of  windows,  tram 
whii^H  the  letlorii  are  dLalrlbuled.  Upon  one  vindoii  us 
thL'  li'tlere,  A.  and  L,oa  the  othtr,  U.andZ. ;  indidiin;, 
we  presume,  that  loltora  directed  to  persona  whow  n»in« 
cominene«  wUh  or  bctwe™  llie  lottery  nuirkcd  on  iiili 
window,  arc  tlience  respectively  delivered. 

Mr  flBOTRU  Chabub.— laie  bHowii^  latter.  >d- 
dmied  to  ttmeditaroCa  aaittmpacaiy.ia  iaaetted  brdw 
amiiai<nuBt;or  our  r»den.  ■  Uy  d^r  til.  Editor,— Will 
Fon  iiilov  nie  to  addreaa  a  few  tinea  to  yoo.  to  nk  your 
■drioe,  or  vDuripnpatky,  whach  aver  you  think  mreix 
rc^uira:  'lliDt  you  may  be  able  to  imdentuid  a^  I  BUt 
give  you  a  short  account  of  myai^If  and  my  lianii!.  Ve 
are  n  vi-rv  happv  family  of  three ;  I  have  two  brothen,  I 
myaelf  l>eing  fln  otily -dftaghtn  1  Ut'ckiest  brolhs  is 
engagL'd  to  a  very  nice  young  Indj.  and  1  auapect  by  tin 
attention  h?  psTH  her  wc' ahull  very  nofmVue  him.  Of 
course  hs  is  verv  kind  and  auiinbLc  la  his  little  ■isto' ;  b^t 
my  broth-.T  Cha'riir  has  bei^n  niy  6/  >n  iiioii  of  a  brotlipr. 
Yon  mint  know  we  entered  into  a  aoienni  contract  wot 
each  other  that  we  would  neither  of  ni  fall  IL  loTc  ttltil 
iaif  na  eonld  pnuiblr  help  it),  but' live  fltf  each  otfa>r. 
Veil,  we  hare  been  all  in  all  to  each  other.  Wberenr 
heWpmp  I  have  been  with  him  ■-  at  concert,  ieclEre,  or 
ball,  hia  partner  has  ever  been  little  FcTlj.  Huf.  al»! 
a-'changehaacomeo'crtheapirltof  ni»dr,»ni,"— nowall 
is  chan^ ;— when  he  comes  in  fWm'bnsinesa  he  retina 
to  his  mora,  and  when  I  go  to  see  what  he  is  aftef,  he 
nteela  niP  nt  the  door  with,  '-Oh.  tfeirT,  do  eicuac  mc 
thh  evening  ;  I  am  lO  biisv  I  eio't  cope  down  itairt." 
"  But  whatever  are  von  dome,  Ohariie;  why  can't  I  coitt 
in ;  you  are  only  wnting— 1  see  your  deak  open."  Then 
he  seemafo  blush,  and  says,  '■Now  do  go— like  a  dear;  I 
will  come  down  by  and  bve  "  ■  MoV,  Sjr,  I  flak  Vou  what 
wna  I  to  thlr*  ot  all  thla  rayitery .'  Of  coumc  I  coneludfd 
he  had  fallen  in  love,  and  I  became  demeratcly  ieaton. 
I  tried  haid  to  snlk.  hut  f.mnd  K  »ery  difficult.  .((  last  I 
found  hia  arcret  out,  and  I  will  tfil  tm  fcnw.  'Wt  ban 
Bome  very  dear  friends  in  the'Oape  of  Good  )Iope.  Well, 
I  receivi^d  a  let^r  from  one  of  the  fhmily  ;  and  when 
Chariie  enrae  in  I  aaid,  "Charlie,  lierc"»  •  letter  from 
dearPoIlv."  "Istherer"  said  he;  ■>  make  lutttP,  let  ne 
•eeit."  OfcouTse  I  banded  him  the  Itnter.  ".Sot  that," 
said  he,  "where's  the  envelope?"  "Why,"  1  awd, 
'*  there's  nothing  on  the  envelope  but  fhe  adfteta ;  T  laid 
it  down  wiiDewhcre— bat  read  the  letter."  "  Ofc,  boi*)" 
•aid  he,  "nothing  on  the  envelope!  why  there  would  be 
a  stamp."  "Of  eourw,"  said  1,  "or  we  would  bar*  to 
paydooHe."  Well,  we  loiAed  flir  and  ftiund  the  envelope, 
when  he  seiied  it  as  if  it  Itad  been  amoe  precioiM  je*el. 
"  A  square  one."  said  he,  "  well,  that  U  jolly."  I  stairi 
at  him,  and  thought  be  muat  be  mad.  "Do  tell  mt, 
Charfie,  what  are  you  ad  pleased  M  ? "  '"  Whr  «  tbe 
stamp  to  tie  sure  -  and  aui^  a  dean  oMe.  (on :  ihcTC  «n 
none  of  oor  chaps  have  one  blie  it ;  I  will  crow  over  Aem 
in  the  momlnf,  Biitlfoi^t,  Sellj-;  jou  doti't  under- 
stand these  things  yon  knew;  you  an  only  a  gM.**  Kow. 
Ur.  Editor,  was  there  erer  aucb  a  batrbartan^  he  ncnr 
a^ed  afu-r  dear  Polly,  or  any  one  of  the  family,  hot  ran 
off  to  his  room  witii  the  Wamp  as  if  hehad  gotB-priir. 
Well,  I  was  determined  to  find  Aul  what  he  had  m  his 
desk,  and  I  did  «o :  but  such  an  aasorlmeDt  of  dirty  used 
atampa.  I  could  have  thrown  them  into  the  Sre— 1  fell 
ao  vexed.     Jast  imagine — I  am  to  be  thrown  a&ade  like  an 
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ts  Tou,  ind  tell  you  af  my  grirft,  ani  nik  you — if  vou  can 
IfDnje— uhere  the  use  or  tfie  uiilitj-  Led  iurolliciiiiB 
n«i[  or  iiniwed  rtanips.  If  Ibcj-  vrre  our  own  unuwi) 
pMUje  stamps,  Ihal  we  are  using  ovirj'  duy,  I  would  see 
(Onie  nose  in  ^eltint  a  fVvV  ;  _but  to  vasW  prvcioun  time 
ini  nwDTj  too — fir  I  Bud  he  is  i-ver  wriliiig  to  this  one 
orolbirfMlihiit  bewlls  ■'rare"  ones— doit  to  m^  mind 
Btour  of  inadnrM.  Now,  Mt.  Editor,  in  my  distrcw  I 
h>ie  come  la  you  with  my  roinplaint,  '^'hat  nni  I  In  do 
vitb  my  poor  brother  to  wean  bim  from  hie  infiitiiation  > 
IramiDtgtl'hMannpiniv-lo  Ifasii'aaldoiM-MivM'titnt^else. 
fielBSBOtnie'rar  (MT  irf  tiwcnurerdra  of  life.  Areall 
tbe  lotariM  of  »»jiiproHeMinf  alike?  if  so,  1  hmt  as  "-dl 
itipak.  But  if  yon  oin  giveme  ant  eoBsolatwo,  or  any 
bape  of  faarinf;  "oldtinabackagna,"  you  will  fortrer 
bn<  a  frind  in  fonalicu  'MellV.' 


COBEESPONDENCE. 
ABOUT  ESSAYS  IN  GENERAL. 

TaHtB^ifero/  iht  ' Stamp-Co llkctob'b  Uagazthe.' 
Sia,— The  reader  of  your  (to  tli«  stain  p-coUccting 
tntaidXy)  invduable  mo^inr.luvr  lotttly  bocu  fivouivd 
-■'b  a  Ifajihcned,  and  I   must  my  not  a  very  bri((ht 


"IhalfLg- ^ ,..- , ...    -— - 

tpecimmi  01  the.  gnnlrovenlal  tspahUities  of  the  leaived 
Dr.  Gtai  and  Mr.  fluro.  rtmeclinK  thoao  pieoei  of  paper 
Scaring  ih?  likeupsi  of  the  Inte  Prinre  Coiunrt.  I  hure 
bem  puitird  (ODiotinm  to  knev  what  the  dinputants 
vanquauelling  about,  but  I  believe  I  have  (tot  hold  of 
ibt  right  end  of  the  taJo,  apd  it  is  this :— the  learned 
doclDf  uya  that  Ihese  pieces  ot  papw  aro  not  easays,  and 
Hi.  Dura  peraiata  that  they   are.      Sii^   if  Mr,    Rum's 

eav»of  the  Frioce  OiinBtal  aie  not  to  bv  eaUni  easays, 

ragnriogs  nf  n  csrtain-  Miliiue««  artist— who'  shall  b« 
Haineleae— Italian,  Urerk.  and  Menican  esaivi.  If,  on 
the  other  band,  Mr.  Buin'ipicturMaretabo  called  e>i«By«, 
luv  ii  it  that  ijie  labels  iuupd  by  the  firm  tu  wliich  you 
IwloiK  are.  not  cbuHxL  with  English  ttnay*  i  I  will  not 
luiai4an  opiniwi  rnpecting  Ibeae  etigraviaga>  but  ^Ul 
•iniply  niakt  fi  8tat«ment,  thu  aceuracj  of  which  may  be 
Kliid  on.  it  i*  tliis :  that  allhou^  the  die  from  uhich 
tlusemgrannKB  aie  struck  may  have  been  in  existenae 
ui  IBll  (wbic^  however,  )•  extremely  doubtful),  no 
•btttssf  staropa  were  uiadu  froou  thsm,  iior,  in  fact,  were 
(hcreinynf  lliese  stamps  made  until  the  autumn  of  1863. 
'ftlielhar  If  r.  Bum  baa  hem  dupod,  and  believes  thAt  he 
assert*  Um  truth,  I  know  not;  but  I  aiu  quite  certain  that 
tcsptcting  IhisAnbject  Mr.  Uum  in  wrong.  A  few  words 
'^  ~'  ncral,  oad  I  will  finish.     Essays,  or,  at 


.. ^..1,  Zurich,  Italian,  Dani-u,  ^i.™. 

SjanUh.  and  nuBeieuB  essays  now  advvrtinod.     I  will, 
)M  will  allow  nie,  giva  you  some  iaformation  reganling 
t  and  their  origin  in  your  next  number. 
IS  of  nwubert 
,  .     .lant  aaaniUat 
obtrude  thEir  dia^ 


Sot,  in  coooluaii 


puta  upsn  the  rsodecs  of  yo  r  magaiint 


[fre  shall  tw  glad  to  ioMrt  the  mnnrira  of  the  antho 
•(  the  above  ilUtnbe  nn  eH«ys.  wii>bing  to  get  and  t 


of  the  piiTilegc  of  pdmittinf ,  Dr.  Gr^v't  cbserA'atinns  on 
the  mooted  point,  and  with  like  readiness  inwrted  Mr, 
Bom's  rtjoinder. '  Forenrea-n  pait,  vewiih  lobeiunder- 
alood  aa  roieling  Aacunioa  iu  the  pneet  of  Mir  ihHa- 
linel  believing  sueh  lo  be  the  best  mo  readteal  metMKl 
of  eliciting  truib.~ED.] 

TOE  BRIllSH  GUUNA  N EWSP APE B  LABELS. 
T»  itm  Edittr  if  tht  'BTAifp-CoLiJiCTon's  Haoaeikk,' 

Sir,— A  Ictttr  fr 
heading,  in  your  At 
difT.mnm  between  I 
newHpaper  hibelK. 

Ciiiark,  whith  ii 
re  3.  and  in  the 
NnwIhaTeBonleui 


aaron  an  alwBya  uaei 

Yoin  tnilv, 
KmsklA<iigt.  K"   EVANS. 

To' the  mHor  of  Ihc  'Si.vlir-Coi.UECTOii'B  aAOAilNI.* 
R[n.— I  beg  tu  assure  ynur  rendirs,  and,  oinuBg  others, 
0.  FleuAs,  Uiat  he  js  nusmknu  in  aupputing  drat  only  the 
pearl-bordered  atanipa  of  the  no-italled  "--^-^  •'-■ — 
'jiewHpupei'  aeries  aro  genuine.  I  reja 
'     '   •■■■     -'  "--   Telfoi 


fled  BrUiJa  GuiiiL. 

genuine.    I  rsy  wif,  on  their  ficst 
ivi^i  two  of  tha  yelfow  one.  stiaebcd 
lially  rerfiiratod  (tu-  rather,  partiailv  ont 
I  inotruHumt},  fkom  a  bigli  Wnt  India 
ag  unuaud  complete  aeta  cC  nwal  of  the 
li,  &e~,  which  he  had  obUiited  for, me. 
had  a  ptari  border  and  the  other  frapn. 
Died  in  TsiervtMB  to  these  British  Ut^naa 
...le  one  cent  ditto,  which  were  sioiilariy 
perforaled,  that  they  had  been  hastily  rnaau&ctund  in 
'■       '  '       '^mpanry,  doficiensy  of  theoudi- 

ladle  in  Kn^and,    IfullybaKoTO 
tbat  all  genuine  staoips  of  this  eoriea  are  portly  divided, 
like  mine,  and  aiithentii^Ied  tueh — as  these  were — by  (he 
inituU  of  the  ^tmaatnr-jieiieml  of  Itrltish  Gnuaa^  in 
the  centra.  , 
Let  me  add 
Nerin  !<lamps 
administi-rinj 


inquiry  of  -W.  ' 
number  of  the  magazine.  It  i 
eient  has  alreadv  appeared  in 
rest  all  doubts,  and  Bllence  all  ir 
objeet,  and  use  of  the  Uirtled 
Slnmps;  hut  as  the  question  o 
to  be  othnwiee,  1  will  tv-atad 
marked  It 


. . ,  M  their  lume  deootea, 

tuiviug  no  conneetioD  with  pc 
being  used  for  paying  postage, 
reeeived  a  letter  on  which  wa« 
was  postmarked  as  weB  aithe  : 


144 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE.        [Sept.  1,  I86i. 


were  anp  species  of  stamps — those  of  a  foreign  country, 
or  even  those  of  Messrs.  Stafford  Smith  &  Smith— to  be 
placed  upon  our  letters,  they  would  doubtless  be  defaced 
together  with  the  regular  postage  stamps.  Hoping  that 
the  above  explanation  may  be  satiafactor}'  to  '  W .  V.,* 

I  remain,  yours  respectfully, 
West  Spnngfield,  Mass,,  IT.  iS\  L.  H.  B. 


THE  LIVONUN  STAMPS. 

To  ih4  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collectoe*8  Magazine.' 
Sir, — Observing  in  your  July  number  that  you  still 
ask  for  information  respecting  the  stamp  having  for  in- 
scription BRIEFMARKE,  WEXDEN8CHEN  KREIS^  with 
plain  green  oval  centre,  red  impression,  the  following, 
given  me  some  months  since  by  a  Qerman  friend,  if  of 
any  ser^'ice,  is  at  your  disposal. 

The  Wcndische  Kreis  is  a  district  of  the  Lansitz 
(Lusatia),  a  country  belonging  partly  to  Saxony  and 
partly  to  Pnissia.      The  L^sitz  is  divided  into  two 

Sarts, — the  Ober- Lansitz,  or  southern  part,  and  the  Nie- 
er-Lansitz,  or  northern  part  of  the  countn*.  The 
Lansitz  (Lusatia)  is  a  margravate,  and  its  inhabitants 
are  called  Lusitzer  (German  name).  About  thirty  thou- 
sand of  these  are  the  remainder  of  the  Slavonians 
(German  Slaven),  known  by  the  name  of  AVenden 
(English  Vandals),  from  whom  the  district  derives  its 
name^  Wendische  Kreis,  and  which  has  the  Prussian 
postal  arrangement.  Briefmarke  means  stamp ;  kreis 
18  the  equivalent  for  district,  department,  or  canton.  You 
will  see  oy  the  above  that  the  stamp  in  question  is  a  local. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
Halifax.  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

BRIGHAM  YOUNG'S  DENIAL  OF  THE  EXISTENCE 
OF  A  MORMON  STAMP. 

To  ike  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Sir,— I  see  in  the  Febniary  number  of  the  Stamp- 
collector's  Magazine  an  article  about  the  *  H^lormon 
stamp.'  I  herewith  enclose  a  letter  from  Brigham  him- 
eelfm  to  the  same.    Which  is  right  .^ 

Ver\'  truly  yours, 

H.  SAMUEL  KNIGHT. 
Montpelief'f  Vermont,  U.S. 

Great  Salt  Lake  CHy,  June  18.  ISM. 
Mr.  H.  Sam.  Rnioht.  Montpellar,  Vermont. 

Sir.— PTMuming  that  erenr  American  eltlten  wa«  atrare  that  the 
Government  oontrollM  all  poetai  aflUn.  and  alone  iMued  poatago  stamp*, 


I  eould  but  marvel  at  rour  requeat,  and  theref  ire  wrote  for  explanation 

r.MwrSO.I -  - 

much  a«  thoa^t  of  iMaing.  a  poUnffe  atamp. 


To  your  reply. 


I  bare  to  reply  that  I  have  never  iaiued,  nor  so 
K,  a  pottnge  atamp. 
RMpeetfViny.  BRIOHAM  TOUNQ. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazink.* 

Bear  Sir, — I  see  that  your  correspondent,  *  Alice,* 
wishes  to  know  why  French  stamps  coine  on  letters  from 
Smyrna.  The  explanation  is  very  8imi)lej  and  I  am 
rather  surprised  that  it  was  not  given ;  it  is  merelv  on 
account  of  there  being  a  French  post-office  there  from 
which  the  mail  steamers  go ;  it  is  equally  possible  that 
the  letters  should  have  English  stamps  on  them,  if 
'Alice's*  correspondent  chose  tb  send  them  by  the  English 
mail.  As  often  as  not  my  Egyptian  letters  nave  French 
stamps  on  them,  and,  if  so  wished,  could  hate  English, 
Italian,  or  Austrian  instead. 

Nothing  has  been  heard  of  the  Egyptian  stamps  yet ; 
my  brother  tells  me  that  a  thing  of  that  kind  is  generally 
talked  of  some  years  before  being  put  in  practice. 

I  remain,  yours  truly, 

Zondon.  W.  C.  ALLEN. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazixe.' 

Sir, — Your  readers  are  no  doubt  aware  of  the  feet, 
that  in  Ru.Hsia  letters  can  be  sent  post-paid  only  within 
its  dominions  (Russia  proper).  I  nereby  beg  to  inform 
you  that  since  the  l^tn  inst.  letters  may  be  sent  p<Mt- 
paid  not  only  to  Poland,  but  also  to  Germany.  A  similar 
arrangement  will  shortly  take  place  as  regards  other 
foreign  countries.  In  consequence  of  it,  new  stamps  of 
one,  two,  and  three  kopecs,  and  other  values,  will  be  in- 
troduced about  the  beginning  of  the  following  month. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  respectfullv, 

Etjdkuhnen,  Prmsia.  MAX  JOSENA. 

ANSWERS   TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

A  Subscriber,  St.  Thomas. — Many  thanks  for  your 
Spanish  translation,  and  for  the  La  Guaira  stamps.  We 
engrave  one  of  the  latter  for  our  present  number.  If  you 
would  favour  us  with  vour  name  and  address,  we  should 
be  glad  to  correspond  direct  with  you. 

A  Stamp  Collector.— The  London  District  Telegranh 
Company's  message  stamps  are  of  two  values,  3d.  and  6a., 
both  black  impressions,  the  former  on  yellow  and  the 
latter  on  a  brownish-pink  paper.  They  are  to  prepay  the 
charge  for  a  telepram  in  the  same  manner  as  postage- 
labels  do  the  carriage  of  a  letter.  For  any  message  under 
20  words,  the  6d.  label  is  sufiBcient ;  if  under  30  words  the 
two  stamps  are  affixed  to  th?  mc'ssage.  The  company  at 
present  have  only  issued  these  two  values,  and  allow  a 
large  discount  on  any  quantity  exceeding  £1.  To  mer^ 
cantile  houses  which  iiise  the  *  wire  *  as  frequently  as  the 
*  post,'  this  method  of  prepayment  has  all  the  advantages 
and  convenience  of  the  postage-stamp. 

Peoo  &  Reilly,  Dublin.— We  remariced  some  time 
ago  that  the  postal  authorities  of  Van  l)iemen*s  Limd 
denied  the  existence  of  a  tenponuy  stamp  of  that  colony. 
You  will  observe  we  noted  that  the  high-priced  stamps 
you  allude  to  are  intended  for  bills ;  but  we  were  al<o 

?:iven  to  understand  they  could  be  employed  for  heavy 
etters. 

Incognito.— We  never  ourselves  sell  or  supply  our 
agents  with  any  but  genuine  stamps.  Of  course  we  can- 
not prevent  our  agents  from  trafficking  on  their  own 
account,  and  arc  not  accountable  for  any  fahutiesthey 
may  wittingly  or  unfittingly  sell.  We  were  informed 
that  one  of  our  London  agent«  exposes  a  sheet  of  excecd- 
inglv  well  executed  imitations  of  choice  stamps  in  his 
window,  but  the  prices  a^ked  are  a  sufficient  proof  of 
no  dishonesty  of  intention.  For  example,  we  think  any 
party  uureh'asing  at  that  shop  a  set  of  old  Brasilians, 
large  n^ures,  twopence  each,  or  fivepence  the  three;  a 
set  of  Liberias,  threepence,  and  so  forth  ;  if  he  believes 

them  genuine,  must  oe  a the  opposite  of  wise, 

we  will  say,  not  to  use  unparliamentary  language ;  and 
if  he  believes  them  real,  he  must  be  under  the  pleasant 
impression  of  knowing  himself  a  receiver  of  stolen  goods. 

P.  S.,  Windsor. — We  are  of  opinion  that  the  parcels 
delivery  stamp  employed  at  present  in  London,  and  to 
which  you  will  see  we  nave  alluded  in  o4»r  article  on  new 
stamps,  is  decidedly  as  much  entitled  to  a  place  in  onr 
albums  as  the  locaU  of  Hamburg  or  the  United  States, 
used  for  a  similar  purpose. 

A  Subscriber. — liianks  for  your  information  respect- 
ing the  new  locals  for  Nicaragua,  of  which  you  will  see 
we  have  availed  ourselves  in  our  article  on  newlj-iasucd 
stamps,  giving  an  engraving  of  thej)ink. 

BRUTt's. — We  have  never  received  any  satiafactory 
proof  of  the  existence  of  the  Dutch  Guiana  stamfn,  but 
shall  be  glad  to  receive  some  information  respecting  them. 
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JABBZ  JONES'S  RECOLLECTIONS  OF 
CONTINENTAL  STAMPS  AND 
STAMP    COUNTRIES. 

CHAPTEB  VTI. 

rs  WHICH  THE  CONCT.rSlOX  OP  MY  AI)Vj"NTl  RKS  LS 
NARRATED,  AXP  CERTAIN  OBiflUlVATlONt*  ON  FKKNCH 
COLONIAL  STAMPS   ARE  CXINTAXNED. 

Thb   roomB  occupied   by   Eulalie  and.   her 
parents  were  on  the  attiip  floor,  decently  fur- 
iiisihed,.^t  the  evident  abode  of  pepple  m  M^e 
lower  walks  of  life.     Yet  the  neatness  and 
taste  ^lii4;M(ehar^dtdH£ied  •the  d:iis)70sitiofi  of 
e^ery  'utick  bor&  witness  rthat  a  womab's 
hand  had  been  at  work.     Oi;i  on^  side  of  the 
sitting  room  was  a  bench  strew  o  witii  car- 
penter's implemeBtg, '  and   before    it    «tO|od 
Enlalie's  ftither,  a  tall,  dull,  peaceable   old 
man,  stooping  with  age  >aud  witJi  a  bnow 
iiirrawed  with  the  many  ean^s  of  a  lifetime. 
Before  the  Kttle  stove,  tending  the  cooking 
of  a  simznering  pattage  wiith-  tl»e  skill  for 
which  her  nation  is  famous,  her  mother  sat, 
still  beanpg  the  traces    of   early    beauty. 
Upon  my  entrance  she  rose  and,   bowing, 
begged  me  to  be  seated,  which  I  did,  whilst 
Enlahe  narrate  the  purpose  of  my  visit. 
Having  duly  responded  to  the  thanks  which 
lier  statement  drew  forth,  I  *  proceeded  to 
business^  and  commenced  inditing  the  .desired 
epistle,  the'  progress  of  which  was  irmn  time 
to  time  interrupted  by  the  eulgjgiums  wbich 
the  parents  bestowed  .on  their ,  absent  mu 
and  the' wishes  which  they  uttered  for  his 
health  and  welj  being.     The  details  of  many 
a  little  (imxily  episode,  the  stowy  of  many  n^n 
old  aeqtraintafice's  progrefts,  and  last;  but 
not  lea$t,    the   commmiication  of  Eulalie's 
intended  marriAge  &Ued  up  the  pages  '  of 
the  letter  ;  and- having  seen' it  duly"  enclosed 
I  prepared  to  leave.      Before  going,   how- 
ever, the  former  letters'  of  Regnanlt  were 
produced    and    the    much-prized    Algerian 
stamps  detiaohed  from  their  envelopes  and 
banded  to  me.     Thanks  and  good  wishes  hav- 
ing been  exchanged,  I  departed  and  hastened 
homewarda  with  my  treasure.   Upon  airiving 
there  I  narrated  to  Brown  mry  strange  adven- 
ture.   *  More  in  sorrow  than  in  anger '  upon 
bewring  x>f  nay  derelictioii  from  our  misogy* 
nistic  principles  he  «hook  his  head,  expressed 
a  fear  that  I  was  falling  into  bad  habits,  and 
camefttly    warned  me   to  beware   of  being 


enticed  into  feminine  society.  Having,  as 
in  duty  bound,  promised  ta  do'  so  I  made  my 
peaoe  with  a  present  of  ft  set  of  the  .French 
colonials ;  at  which  he  expressed  hi^  satis- 
faction, • 

There  are  few  collectors  who  will  not 
sympathise  with  the  admiration  we  felt  for 
these  beautifVtl  stanaps.  The^  are,  indeed, 
the  perfection,  of  minute  engraving.  /,  .1  must 
uimfess  (tiiat  I  feel-  no  pavtiulity-^irather, 
indeed,  a^srtive  disgust— for  the  Austrian 
und  Prussian  ea^la«3,  tlxey  are  so  utterly  ugly 
and  unmeaning.  But  the  eagle>as>  drawn  on 
the  I«Vench  coloniak  looks  hatjiral,  and  is  liqt 
the  nonentity, which  appeairs  on  the  German 
stamps.  Thev&iis'  something  suggestive  in 
th6ir.  ^ppiearance, ;  moreover.  TnvoVmtatrly 
ouQ*^  mm<l  re^verts  to  the  liays-  of.  the.  old 
waiTi  and  to  the  dog^^earVl  books  fni*tively 
pored  ove^  in  the  years  Svheti '  practice  drove 
ua  ma4  *  in  vyhich  its  progreas  wott,  deaoribed, 
for  were  not  the-Btironapartifie  trwips  acw 
companied  by  th^ir  eagles  in  all.. their  tri- 
umphal marches  P  Throughorut  all  Europe 
their  pi*esenioe  brought  ruin  and  desotetlon 
with  it.  Thev  were  borne  through  the 
smbke  of  ^,liandrc?d  .patties,  Jena  and 
Agstprlit^,  Leip^p  and,  Talavpra^  Xi*^^^^^^ 
aud  Waterloo,,  u^aH  these  [thpy  wei*^  iconspi- 
euioufl^  and  shared  their  beairei^'  varions 
fcfrtufaea ;  nor  seldom  does  Jhe  recoird  appear 
in  the  despatches  of'  our  own  Iron  Dukie  of 
their  capkire  on  the  field.  But  farther  back 
we  can  discern  the  eagles  in  the  mMst  of 
clashing  arras  t  if  we  turn,  from,  the  uscurper 
of  to-day  to  the  usurper  of  eighteen  cen- 
turies aince,  wo  shall  see  the  latter  leading 
on  his,  victorious  legion«i  of  Roman  soldiers 
to  the  conquest  of  Gaul  and  then  on  to 
Brttam- beneath'  the'^4mdotv  of  the  imperial 
bird.  Pout  magic  letter^  curved  benifeaih  Kis 
talons  served  to  show  from  whom  those 
armies  came  and  whom  they  served.  Senaima 
popuhisqne  Romamim .  How-  soOn  thoste  Words 
will  cease  to  describe  the  governing  bodies 
of  Rome,  and  ail  itheir  power  be  consolidated 
and  held  by  one  person,  wearer  of  the 
iiDperial  purple.  Yet  was  not  the  emblem 
of  success  abandoned  till  Gonstantine  i^ 
placed  it  with  the  cross  ;  and  now  agi^in  we 
see  it  chosen  by  France  and  appearing  upon 
its  standards  and  its  colonial  stamps. 
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'  Gnlnnies  de  1'  emjiire  Fran^wB  '  they  are 
a  I'oality  now  ;  the  French  nation  lins  found 
some  ontletfi — few,  indeed,  and  of  no  great 
impoi'tHnce — for  its  uurplai)  population.  The 
principal  one,  Algeria,  is  the  fruit  of  con- 
quest. The  name  of  Abd-el-Kader  has 
hardly  yet  faded  from  the  public  recollection, 
and  that  of  Pelissier  is  still  fresh  and  con- 
nected with  some  feat«  of  arms  of  donbtfn] 
celebrity.  A  vast  quantity  of  blood  and 
treasure  has  been  expended  in  t<ecuring  a 
footing  for  French  traops  in  Algeria,  bnt 
they  do  not  seem  yet  to  have  made  it  firm ; 
and  should  they  succeed,  it  is  questionable 
whether  the  couatvy  will  repay  the  cost  of 
capture,  or  be  ever  anything  more  tluin  a 
military  colony.  Senegamlna  and  a  few 
islands  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  com- 
prise all  its  other  possesxions  on  that  conti- 
nent. One  of  the  islandx,  Re-union,  is  said 
to  have  issued  two  stamps,  value  respectively 
15  and  30  centA;  bnt  I  have  never  yet  seen 
a  genuine  stamp  of  either. 

In  Aaia,  Pondicherry  is  the  principal 
French  possession,  but  no  reader  of  Macau- 
lay's  essay  oti  Iiord  Clivc  can  have  forgott«n 
the  attempt  made  by  a  talented  Frenob 
general,  wbuse  name  I  cannot  now  recall  to 
mind,  to  extend  the  dominion  of  his  nation 
over  India,  and  overthrow  British  rule  there. 

Goadaloupe,  one  or  two  other  of  the 
Antilles  group  of  the  West  Indian  islands, 
and  a  few  of  the  numerous  South  Sea  islands 
comprise  all  that  France  can  lay  claim  to  in 
America  and  Oceanica,  though  her  agents 
have  before  now  made  themselves  prominent 
at  Tahiti. 

I  The  New  Caledonian,  the 
roughest  and  ugliest  stamp 
out,  appears  to  have  estab- 
lished its  claim  to  be  con- 
sidered genuine  ;  and  may 
perhaps,  now  that  it  is  un- 
donbtedly  genuine,  become 
remarkably  common. 
It  is  worthy  of  note,  as  an  instance  of  the 
operation  of  our  neighbours'  centralising 
system,  that  whilst  oar  own  colonies  are 
allowed  to  iasae  postage  stamps  of  such 
designs  and  values  as  they  may  think  fit, 
those  of  France  are  wupplied  with  theirs  from 
head- quarters,  and  all  have  to  nse  the  same 


kind.  Bnt  I  have  far  esceeded  the  limits  of 
n  chapter,  aud  must  pnll  up  my  wandering 
pen. 

(3it  bi-  imiUitued). 


SKETCHES  OF  THE   LESS-KNOWN 
STAMP  COUNTRIES. 

BV    C.     W.     VINES,    A.M.,     PH.D. 

IX.— PARMA  AND  PIACEKZA. 
'  DukMam  of  th?  proiid  Fuime. 

Fun'd  for  p«U^  aUinp*  and  cheeae !' 
'  What's  the  use  of  them  ?  '  We  have 
answered  this  question  more  than  once,  and 
shall  be  ready  aud  willing  to  do  so  ngain  and 
ag^in,  till  the  mists  of  prejudice  are  quite 
cleared  off,  and  postage  stamp  collecting  hw 
outlived  and  triumphed  over  its  opponents. 
Open  your  album  at  any  page,  and,  if  you 
are  blessed  with  powers  of  reflection,  what  a 
wonderful  association  of  ideas  will  strike  you 
after  a  fair  gaie  at  the  page !  Few,  if  any, 
of  yonr  variegated  possessions,  will  afford  b 
more  interesting  or  instructive  conglomera- 
tion of  objects  for  thought  and  speculation 
than  that  devoted  to  the  stamps  of  the  states 
the  subject  of  our  present  paper.  Id  a  &« 
moments  the  springs  of  many  a  drawer  in 
the  cabinet  of  the  busy  brain  tooaen  their 
hold,  aud  quickly,  if  not  aimultaoeously,  dart 
forth  the  memories  of  the  bnckler  of  the  bold 
Romans — the  British  armada — the  largest 
opera  house  in  the  world — the  widow 
'Of  him  who  ent  nil  Europe'*  povrradeflML 
A  conqu'nir  lived,  a  hopeivst  pria'nFr  died  '■ 
— the  silver  toilet  table  of  her  successor,  so 
great  an  object  of  attraction  in  the  first 
Exhibition — and  the  cheese  rejoicing  lu  the 
borrowed  name  of  Parmesau- 

A  slrange  medly  this ;  but  a  natural  one. 
Ages  ago,  the  Ananes,  or  Anamani,  were 
settled  in  that  district  of  what  the  Kouians 
call  Cisalpine  Gaul,  now  occupied  by  Panna 
and  Flacentia.  About  180  years  before  the 
Christian  ei-a,  a  colony  was  sent  thither  from 
Rome,  and  it  is  said  that  the  town  then  built 
in  the  shape  of  a  round  shield,  which  form  it 
hits  ever  since  retained,  T«ceived  the  appel- 
lation of  Parma  from  that  circumstiioce^ 
Augustus  Cfesar  afterwards  colonized  it  a 
second  time,  aud  among  the  few  relica  of 
antiquity  remaining  in  the  capital,  is  a  cippus 
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bearing  an  inscription  in  winch  it  is  styled 
Cfllonia  Augusta.  The  emperor  probably 
wished  to  revive  the  drooping  energies  of  the 
city  and  its  neighbourhood,  after  the  cruel 
devastations  committed  thereon  by  Antony 
and  his  licentious  soldiery,  which  are  so 
pathetically  deplored  by  Cicero  in  his  four- 
teenth Philippic. 

The  territory  is  small,  scarcely  measuring 
li%  miles  from  east  to  west,  and  less  still 
from  north  to  eouth.  The  mountain  region, 
comprising  about  a  third  of  the  whole,  is 
bleak,  and  except  for  its  chestnut  trees, 
almost  barren.  Thence  come  most  of  the 
monkey  and  organ  boys  swarming  in  our 
streets,  and  whom  Messrs.  B.  and  B.  are  so 
strenuously  wishing  to  drive  back  to  their 
cbestnuts  again.  The  pasture  lands  are 
wonderfully  fertile,  producing  com,  fruits, 
wine,  silk,  cattle,  and  poultry.  Centuries 
ago  Martial  sang  the  praises  of  the  fine  wool 
of  Parma.  Parmesan  cheese  oomes  no  more 
from  Parma  than  Brussels  carpets  from 
Brussels.  The  former  is  made  at  Lodi,  the 
other  side  of  the  Po,  and  the  latter  are 
woven  at  Toumay  and  Kidderminster.  Be- 
neath the  ground  surface  are  found  salt, 
copper,  iron,  lithographic  stones,  marble,  and 
alabaster. 

After  the  Romans,  the  Goths,  Longobardi, 
and  Carlovingians  possessed  the  country. 
Then,  like  all  the  other  cities  of  Italy, 
'  Parma  the  golden '  set  up  on  its  own 
account  as  a  republic,  mostly  favouring  the 
Papal  and  Guelphic  parties.  Afterwards  the 
Visconti  of  Milan  were  predominant,  till  one 
of  the  Can  della  Scala  family,  of  Verona^ 
whose  exti^ordinary  tombs  form  so  singular 
and  attractive  an  ornament  to  that  ancient 
city,  usurped  the  government.  On  his  death 
the  Pope  WHS  again  master,  soon  superseded 
by  the  Correggio  family,  by  the  Visconii  a 
second  time,  and  the  Sforzas,  dukes  of  Milan. 
In  the  wars  between  Italy  and  the  French 
monarchs,  Louis  XII.  and  Francis  I.,  each 
party  alternately  possessed  it ;  and  the  latter 
power  being  at  last  forced  to  evacuate,  the 
popes  retained  undisturbed  possession,  till 
rope  Paul  III.,  in  1545,  created  his  nephew, 
one  of  the  Famese  family,  duke  of  Parma 
and  Piacenza.  It  was  this  pope  who  excom- 
mnnicated  our  Henry  VIII.,  thus  provoking 


the  severance  of  Great  Britain  fi'om  lioman- 
istic  subjection.  Pier  Luigi  Farne.se  was  the 
name  of  the  newly-made  sovereign,  who 
possessed  his  rank  scarcely  two  years,  in 
which  short  space  of  time  he  contrived  by 
his  tyranny  and  vices  to  render  himself  so 
odious  to  his  subjects  that  his  assassination, 
at  Piacenza,  by  Count  Anguissola,  leader  of 
a  conspiracy  with  other  nobles,  was  hailed 
with  acclamations  by  the  people,  who  muti- 
lated and  dragged  the  body  about  in  triumph. 
His  son  Ottavio,  nevertheless,  enjoyed  peace- 
able succession  for  forty  years.  Ottavio's 
son  Alessandro,  who  was  distinguished  for 
his  warlike  achievements,  is  the  individual 
celebrated  in  the  days  of  Elizabeth,  and  im- 
mortalized in  the  old  ballad  on  the  Armada : 

*  Their  men  were  young,  munition  strong; 

And,  to  do  us  the^more  harm-a, 
Tbev  thought  it  meet  to  join  their  fleet 
All  with  the  Prince  of  Panua.' 

The  next  in  succession,  Ranuccio,  in  cruelty 
and  perfidy  suflBciently  evidenced  his  descent 
from  his  great-grandsire,  whose  character, 
rather  than  that  of  either  father  or  grand- 
father, was  revived  in  himself.  His  audacity 
in  early  youth  involved  him .  in  a  danger 
which  had  well  nigh  proved  fetal ;  and,  had 
Providence  so  vriUed  it,  his  own  fair  fame 
would  have  remained  untarnished,  and  the 
many  victims  to  his  tyranny  been  spared 
tiieir  sufferings.  In  the  chronicles  of  the 
times  the  adventure  alluded  to  is  styled.  The 
Conspiracy  of  the  Bells, 

Pope  Sixtus  v.,  on  his  elevation  to  the 
tiara,  energetically  resolved  to  put  down 
many  evil  habits  and  abuses  that  disgraced 
the  sacred  city.  Among  others  were  the 
numerous  and  bloody  conflicts  daily  taking 
place  between  the  antagonistic  factions  of 
the  nobles.  As  a  sure  preventive,  he  enacted 
that  whoever  carried  firearms,  whatever  rank 
he  bore,  should  be  condemned  to  death.  The 
young  prince  Ranuccio,  then  on  a  visit  to  his 
uncle  the  Cardinal  Farnese,  in  a  spirit  of 
reckless  bravado,  contrived  when  presented 
to  his  holiness  to  let  a  pistol  fall,  as  if  by 
accident,  from  his  person. 

The  pontiff  was  not  one  to  overlook  such 
an  insult,  and — spite  of  the  entreaties  of  the 
cardinal  and  of  many  of  the  highest  nobility  of 
Rome,  backed  by  the  combined  pi*ayers  and 
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threats  of  the  Spanish  ambassador,  Count 
Olivarez — sentenced  the  young  prince  to 
execution  at  twenty- four  o'clock  (answering 
to  our  midnight).  Two  hours  only  were 
wanting  to  the  fatal  moment.  Ranuccio, 
scouting  the  idea  of  the  pope's  daring  to 
fulfil  his  threat,  was  supping  with  his  young 
companions,  when  the  ministers  of  justice 
appeared,  conducted  him  to  the  Castle  of  St. 
Angelo,  and  formally  consigned  him  to  the 
governor. 

The  aspect  of  matters  was  now  really 
serious ;  the  preparations  for  death  were 
rapidly  advancing ;  the  monks  were  chaunt- 
ing  the  Dks  Irce;  when  Italian  astuteness 
bethought  itself  of  an  ingenious  stratagem. 
By  the  connivance  of  the  high  official  who 
superintended  the  public  clocks,  those  of  the 
castle  and  of  all  within  sound  of  the  gover- 
nor's ears  were  put  back  ten  minutes  ;  and 
at  the  moment  of  real  midnight  the  cardinal 
presented  himself  to  the  pontiff,  humbly 
requesting  an  order  for  the  delivery  of  the 
corpse  of  his  nephew,  that  that  at  least  might 
be  spared  for  burial  to  his  afflicted  family. 
The  pope,  thinking  his  orders  had  been 
obeyed,  gave  the  required  writing,  and  the 
cardinal  rushed  back  to  St.  Angelo  just  as 
the  Ih  profiiTidls  was  being  chaunted.  It 
wanted  but  one  minute  of  the  time  when  the 
order  of  delivery  was  presented  to  the  gover- 
nor, who  hesitated  on  reading  it.  *  Why  is  it 
thus  worded  ?  Deliver  the  body  of  Bannc<;io 
FarneseJ*  *  I  received  the  paper  from  his  holi- 
ness seven  minutes  since,  and  your  excellency 
can  see  the  time  is  not  yet  expired.'  The 
governor  could  no  longer  resist;  and  the 
respited  youth  in  a  few  minutes  was  bowling 
in  a  chariot  along  the  road  to  Parma  as  fast 
as  four  horses  could  carry  him. 

Years  afterwards,  when  a  scaffold  was 
erected  in  front  of  his  palace,  and  to  glut  the 
vengeance  or  appease  the  suspicions  of  the 
merciless  tyrant,  the  noble  Countess  of  Co- 
lorno  and  several  of  the  highest  aristocracy 
were  beheaded  in  sight  of  the  populace — 
the  duke  with  savage  delight  beholding  the 
execution  from  a  window  of  the  palace — did 
no  remembrance  of  his  own  narrow  escape 
obtrude  itself  upon  the  unpitying  heart  of 
Ranuccio  ? 

The  Farnese  family  continued  to  rule  over 


Parma  and  Piacenza  tiU  1781,  when  the  male 
line  became  extinct;  but  the  female  repre- 
sentative, Elizabeth,  wife  of  Philip  V.  of 
Spain,  chaimi^g  possession,  the  duchy  was 
eventually  bestowed  on  her  younger  son,  Don 
Filippo,  after  his  elder  brother,  Don  Carlos, 
had  become  king  of  the  two  Sicilies.  Him- 
self, and  afterwards  his  son  Ferdinand, 
governed  so  wisely  that  Parma  became  one 
of  the  most  thriving  states  in  Italy. 

In  the  Napoleonic  turmoil  many  changes 
took  place ;  the  duchy  was  united  to  France 
and  Ferdinand's  son,  Ludovico,  made  king 
of  Etruria.     Aft«r  the  fall  of  Bonaparte,  h» 
widow,  Maria  Louisa,  was  made  Dachess  of 
Parma ;  with  remainder  to  Ludovico,  who 
had  meanwhile  to  be  content  with  the  duchy 
of  Lucca.     At  the  death  of  the  -  ex-empress, 
Duke  Charles   succeeded  her,  but  did  not 
long  or  worthily  enjoy  his  dignity.     A  con- 
spiracy was  formed  by  some  restless  agita- 
tors, taking  advantage  of  the  great  unpopu- 
larity   of   the    duke's    prime    minister  —  a 
ci-devarU  English  horse-jockey — ^and  he  was 
assassinated   in  the  open    street,   in   18*52. 
His  widow,   who   must   have   been   highly 
loved  and  i*espected^  as  evinced  by  the  magni- 
ficent presentation  offering  alluded  to  above, 
and  whose  decease  took  place  not  long  since, 
reigned  on  behalf  of  her  children  for  awhile, 
till  the  bloodless  annexation  of  Parma  and 
its  dependencies  to  Victor  EmanueL 

The  late  duchess  was  a  stamp  collector, 
and  possessed  a  choice  assortment  of  old 
Spanish  stamps.  Her  son,  now  residing  in 
Venice,  continues  to  add  to  the  collection. 
Ward,  the  stable  boy  or  jockey,  alluded  to 
above,  died  not  long  since  at  Vienna. 

A  few  words,  in  conclusion,  respecting  the 
Parma  stamps.  The  first  series  contained 
but  three  individuals  and  wore  superscribed 
as  for  the  Parma  states.  Though  nominally 
but  three,  the  5  centesimi  is  known  both  of 
a  yellow  and  orange  colour.  This  latter 
stamp,  though  not  so  rare  as  it  formerly  was, 
is  still  difficult  to  be  met  with  unused.  The 
other  two  are  Hkewise  found  each  in  two  differ- 
ent shades  of  the  same  colour.  The  next  series 
bears  the  same  device,  but  in  lieu  of  being 
printed  in  colour  on  white  is  black  on  colour. 
The  &ve  values,  with  the  exception  of  the 
blue  now  seldom  met  with  post-marked,  are 
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now  exceedingly  common,  particularly  the 

lilac.  We  engrave  the  10 
cent,  of  this  series,  black  im- 
pression, sometimes  on  white 
sometimes  on  slightly  tinted 
paper.  The  third  series,  of 
three  denominations — two  of 
which,  the  5  and  15  c,  are  of 
varying  shades  of  colour — a 
few  years  ago  were  almost  unattainable  un- 
cancelled, and  rare  even  as  used  stamps ;  but, 
like  the  former  series,  whether  they  have  been 
reprinted  or  whether  the  small  country  post- 
offices  have  been  rummaged  to  dud  unused 
sheets,  numbers  are  now  oflTered  for  sale  in 
an  uncancelled  state. 

The  impressions  stamped  by  the  provi- 
sional government,  though  peculiarly  simple 
in  appearance,  tend  to  varify  a  collection. 
Their  simplicity  and  rarity  combined  to 
obtfun  for  them  the  pre-eminence  [we 
believe]  of  being  the  first  stamps  forged  to 
meet  the  increasing  demands  of  collectors ; 
and  a  fine  harvest  the  original  concoctors  of 
the  cheatery  contrived  to  make.  We  well 
remember  the  pretenders  fetching  eighteen- 
pence  or  more  each  on  the  Stamp  Exchange. 
Like  the  second  and  third  series,  whether 
reprints  or  salvages,  they  are  now  within  the 
reach  of  every  collector.  The  5  c.  hght  and 
dark  green  and  the  40  c.  rose  or  red  may  be 
instanced  as  varieti&s.  The  two  stamps 
employed  as  a  tax  on  foreign  newspapers 
entering  the  Parmesan  States  were  similar  in 
design  to  these,  but  being  printed  on  a 
coloured  ground  are  rather  more  attractive 
in  appearance.  Once  what  the  French  call 
*  unfind4xble,*  they  are  at  present  easily  ob- 
tained. 

NOTES  ON  ENVELOPE  STAMPS. 

BY  OVERT  TAYLOR. 

Those  collectors,  few  and  far  between,  who 

commenced  filling  their  albums  eight  or  nine 

years  ago,  must  have  found  need  of  but  little 

space  in  them  for  envelope  stamps.     At  that 

time  only  four  or  five  countries  besides  our 

own   had   adopted   them.      But  they   have 

since  been  regarded  with  such  favour  that 

not  less  than  sixteen  countries  *  and  five  of 

♦  Beekoning  for  this  purpose  North  and  South  Germany, 
Fiolanil,  and  Poland  as  oeparatK^  nations. 


our  own  colonies  now  use  them,  and  there  is 
little  doubt  that  they  wiD  spread  still  further. 
It  has  oflen  been  rumoured  that  France  was 
about  to  issue  a  series,  but  it  has  not  yet 
been  forthcoming.  In  the  last  number  allu- 
sion was  made  to  the  appearance  in  Paris  of 
Spanish  envelope  essays,  and  it  would  not  be 
surprising  that  a  country  which  so  early 
issued  adhesives,  and  has  since  been  so  pro- 
lific in  its  emissions,  should  extend  its 
patronage  to  a  graceful  series  of  envelopes. 
We  ourselves,  a  short  time  since,  saw  a  very 
handsome  set  of  essays  for  Bavaria,  said  to 
have  been  proposed  for  adoption  about  four 
years  since ;  bearing  the  arms  of  that  country 
in  an  oval  frame,  and  the  value  in  words, — 
altogether  a  striking  contrast  to  the  present 
well-known  adhesive  stamps. 

In  this  country',  envelopes  have  been  fail- 
ures ;  the  public  lia«  never  taken  kindly  to 
them.  The  grotesque  Mulready  enjoyed  but 
a  short  life,  and  the  subsecjuent  isbue  has 
been  but  little  used.  Notwithstanding  the 
recommendation  of  the  Postal  ihiubi^  so  little 
favour  have  they  found  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  penny,  they  are  only  impressed  to 
order,  and  are  consequently  almost  as  rar«  as 
obsoletes.  Our  envelopes  vary  considerably 
in  character,  fi*om  the  well-known  and  poorly- 
designed  penny  and  the  rough  shilling  to  the 
really  elegant  twopenny  and  fourpenny. 

Our  colonial  envelopes  make  a  good  show  ; 
indeed  the  Ceylon  issue  calls  for  the  admira- 
tion of  every  collector.  The  fineness  of  their 
lines,  the  splendid  relief  of  the  Queen's  head, 
and  their  glowing  colours  combine  to  con- 
stitute them  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  their  kind. 
Those  of  Mauritius  and  India  are  deserving 
of  the  next  places,  whilst  the  Canadian  issue 
and  the  New  South  Wales  envelope  make  a 
rough  but  showy  rearguard. 

The  I'are  Finland  envelopes  (an  engraving 
of  one  of  which  was  given  in  No.  18)  were 
the  first  used  on  tlie  con^nent,  and  in  the 
same  year  the  much  commoner  oval  issue 
superseded  them.  A  fact  lately  came  to  our 
knowledge  which  illustrates  the  extreme  par- 
simony of  the  Finland  postal  officials.  Upon 
the  present  issue  being  decided  on,  a  number 
of  the  old  envelopes  remained  in  stock.  As 
collectors  are  aware,  these — like  the  Russian 
and  Polish — bore  the  impression  on  the  flap 
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of  tl)e  envelope  instead  of  the  back  ;  this 
impression  on  each  one  was  struck  through 
with  a  pen  and  ink  to  cancel  it,  and  the  new 
design  stamped  on  the  back.  These  enve- 
lopes are  of  course  very  rare,  only  a  few 
having  found  their  way  to  this  country.  It 
was  not  until  nine  years  after  envelopes  had 
been  used  in  Finland  that  they  were  issued 
by  Russia  proper.  In  1854  the  6  and  1  kop., 
intended  for  circulation  in  St.  Petersburg 
alone,  was  issued,  and  four  years  after  the 
series  now  in  use  throughout  the  empire 
came  out.  They  are  characterised  by  the 
fineness  of  the  lines  forming  the  groundwork, 
and  the  fact  that  the  upper  portion  of  the 
inscription  is  in  colour  and  flat  and  the  lower 
in  white  relief.  The  10  kop.  shows  the 
design  to  the  greatest  advantage,  the  arms 
standing  out  v^ery  distinctly  from  the  centre 
of  the  disc.  The  Polish  envelopes  are  hardly 
more  than  rough  copies  of  the  Russian,  but 
the  odd  kopec  for  the  paper  is  not  charged 
on  them  as  on  the  latter. 

Before  us  lies  a  set  of  old  Prussian  in  all 
theiv  immaculate  beauty  and  charming  variety 
of  colour.  The  three  lowest  values  are'  oval, 
the  four  higher  are  octagonal,  but  the  7  s.  gr. 
has  the  king's  head  in  an  inner  oval.  The 
figure  denoting  value  is  in  this  stamp  and  in 
the  1,  2,  and  3  s.  gr.  at  the  bottom,  but  in 
the  4,  5,  and  6  s.  gr.  at  the  top.  The  pattern 
of  the  border  is  different  in  each.  At  the 
bottom  of  the  neck  on  each  one  the  word 
SCHILLING  is  embossed,  but  the  letters  are  too 
minute  to  be  distinguished  by  the  naked  eye. 
Frederick  William  IV.  appears  to  mu'ih 
greater  advantage  on  the  envelopes  than  on 
the  adhesives.  On  the  latter  he  appears 
quite  emaoiated,  whilst  on  the  former  there 
is  an  cxpi-ession  of  intellectual  activity,  of 
refinement,  we  might  almost  say  of  refined 
cunning.  Few  collectors  can  avoid  insti- 
tuting a  comparison  between  the  envelopes 
which  bore  tliiit.  fine  portrait  and  their 
inscription-defaced  successors  ;  indeed,  in  no 
instance  is  the  change  from  '  heads'  to  'arms' 
more  regretable  than  in  that  of  Prussia. 

The  old  issue  of  Saxony,  which  appeared 
in  1856,  bore  the  head  of  king  John  to  the 
left,  and  whilst  rivalling  the  Prussian  in 
beauty,  was  inferior  to  it  in  colour.  The 
present  series  has  a  neat  appearunce,  and  is 


much  supeiior  to  its  adhesive  oongeners ;  ita 
engraver  having  wisely  dispensed  with  nu- 
merals of  value  as  ornaments. 

In  1857  envelopes  beariug  the  head  of  the 
cl-^vant  Duke  of  Cumberland  were  issued  in 
Hanover,  and  we  are  glad  that  they  have  not 
yet  given  place  to  an  'arms'  issue.  The 
only  alterations  which  have  been  made  in 
them  consist  in  the  substitution  of  qkoschen 
for  SI  LB.  OROSCHEN,  and  the  repetition  of  the 
figfure  of  value  on  a  circular  white  relieved 
space  on  each  side  and  its  omission  from  the 
bottom.  But  in  Hanover  an  envelope  fur 
local  u.se  preceded  the  issue  of  adhesives ;  the 
first  of  the '  bestellgeld  fteis' — a  handstamped 
impression  of  a  bugle  horn  in  drde — being 
issued  in  1850,  and  the  first  adhesive  stamps 
not  until  1851.  Since  then  two  other  local 
envelopes  have  been  issued ;  the  galloping 
horse  being  the  current  representative. 

The  much-admired  Baden  ceane  into  use 
in  1857,  and  have  continued  curreiit  without 
any  change,  except  that  of  colour. 

1861  A.D.  was  a  favourable  year  for  the 
subjects  of  our  notice.  In  it  Austria,  North 
and  South  Grermany,  Oldenburg,  and  Bremen 
commenced  issuing  envelopes,  but  in  the 
whole  number  there  is  little  worthy  of  re- 
mark.  The  insignificant  Austrians,  in  which 
the  certainly  fine  countenance  of  Kaiaer 
Franz  was  libelled,  have  already  retired  fttMn 
public  life,  and  given  place  to  the  *  anus ' 
series,  the  offspring  of  a  *'  bureaucratic ' 
imagination.  The  issue  of  the  Grerman 
States  is  plain,  and  nothing  more.  The 
Oldenburg  series,  an  enlarged  copy  of  the 
new  adhesives,  has  since  changed  colonr, 
and  the  obsoletes  have  already  become 
scarce.  Bremen  commenced  with  a  hand- 
stamped  envelope,  only  surpassed  in  simpli- 
city by  that  rare  one  which  does  duty  for  the 
town  of  Brunswick,  and  has  I'ested  contented 
with  its  work.  The  Brunswickers,  of  which 
we  are  here  reminded,  came  out  in  1860,  and 
probably  about  the  same  time  the  Mecklen- 
burg series — which  takes  rank  as  the  finest 
of  those  in  which  the  '  arms '  is  the  principal 
feature — saw  the  light.  In  1862  Wurtem- 
burg  introduced  '  covers,'  in  which  the  Ger- 
man fashion  of  numerals  in  the  centre  was 
followed  w  i  th  ugly  effect.  Contemporaneously 
with  the  new  issue  of  adhesives,  and  similar 
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in  ftll  respects  to  tfaem,  the  Labeok  envelopes 
appeared;  a  weU-engraved  set  forming  as 
yet  the  last  issued  in  Enrope.  The  Canadian 
already  referred  to,  and  those  of  the  United 
States  are  the  only  sets  hitherto  issued  on 
the  American  continent.  The  old  issues  of 
the  latter  are  quite  unworthy  of  the  country 
in  which  they  were  current,  so  rough  and 
inel^aut  are  they ;  hut  the  present  series, 
done  in  a  unique  but  fine  style,  does  credit 
to  the  designer,  and  makes  brilliant  the  page 
which  they  fill  in  the  collector's  album. 

We  alluded  'at  the  commencement  to  the 
fiict  that  the  high-priced  English  envelopes 
do  not  find  a  sale.  It  is  noticeable  that  the 
more  costly  continentals  are  also  fiiilures.  The 
highest  value  of  the  old  Prussian  was  7  s.  gr., 
of  the  new  issue  3  s,  gr. ;  of  the  old  Saxony 
10  n.  gr.,  of  the  new  issue  5  n.  gr. ;  of  the 
old  Austrian  35  kr.,  of  the  new  issue  25  kr. 
Among  current  envelopes  the  Ceylon  two- 
shilhng  and  one-and*ninepenny  are  the  most 
expensive,  and  after  them  the  United  States' 
40  c. 


No.  V. 

ADDENDA  to  MOUNT  BROWN'S  CAT- 
ALOGUE  OF  BRITISH,  COLONIAL, 
AND  FOREIGN  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 
Fifth  Edition. 

bt  mount  brown. 

Inscription  [cobrientes],  head  to  left.     Black 
imp.    on  coL  paper ;    red.       Value   not 
indicated. 
Green. 

§riti8|(  Columbia. 

LOCAL  STAMP. 

Barnard'' 8  Cariboo  express  paid.     Blade  imp. ; 
oblong. 

Oiinge-red. 

-4a^.,  1864.     Name,  diademed  head  of  Queen 
Victoria  to  left  in  oval,  fif/ure  indicating 
value  in  each  angle.     Col.  imp. ;  rect. 
2  cents  rose. 

§mmk 

Inscription  [kol.  post,  frm.],  stvord  and  sceptre 


in  saliire  crowned,  in  oval,  valtie  in  each 
spanilril.     Col.  imp.;  rect. 
16s.  pale-ash. 

(great  gritain. 

Head  of  Queen  Victoria  with  diadem  to  left, 
letters  in  each  angle,  small  figures  in  bor- 
dering on  each  side.     Col.  imp. ;  rect. 

Id.  red,  8c.  each  side. 


Id. 


♦» 


7  c. 


Id.  „  /4!  „  „ 
Id.  „  78  „  „ 
Id.    „     82     „       „ 

.      ENYELOPBS. 

Same  devices  as  on  page  29,  ttao  impressions 
on  one  envelope. 

6d.  violet  and  Id.  ro8e=  7d.  on  white 
paper. 

6d.  violet  and  Id.  rose  =  7d.  on  blue 
paper. 

ENVELOPE    ESSAYS. 

Same  device  as  No.  5,  pa^e  30.     Col.  imp. ; 
oval. 
.  Violet. 
Same  device  as  No.  18,  page  32.     Col.  imp. ; 
oval. 
Green. 
Rose. 

Russia. 

FINLAND  ENVELOPE. 

Arms  crowned  over  tvoo  hujle  horns,  value  on 
each  side,  hand  printed^  Col.  imp.;  trans^ 
versehj  oval. 

20  kop.  slate-green. 

S^wMt\  Islanlis* 

August,  1864. — Bust  of  King  in  an  oval  frame, 
nams  [Hawaii]  above,  inscription  [blua 
keneta]  below,  figure  indica^ng  value  in 
upper  angles.     Col.  imp. ;  rect. 
2  (cents)  vermilion. 

fasmania. 

Name,  St.  George  and  Dragon  in  circle  within 
transverse  oval  containing  value  in  words. 
Col,  imp. ;  rect. 
5  s.  brown. 
St.  George  wnd  Dragon  in  circle  within  uprigJU 
oval  containing  name  and  value  in  words. 
Col.  imp. ;  red. 
10  s.  orange. 
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1,0CAL  LABELS. 

Jtarr'g peiiwj  d'ltpatck.     Col,  imp. ;  oblong. 

Bed. 
J>.  0.  Blood  ^  Go.  for  the  post-office,  city  des- 
patch paid.     Black  imp.;  circiiUii; 

LOCAL   LABELS.. 

Aug.,  186i. — Hectaugvlar  fravte  inscrihed  san 

TOHAS   LA  GL'IAKA    p"   (JABELLO,    and    COH- 

laiHiii'j  iiutcription  [j?a(JUKTe]  and  value  In 
n-ordt  under  a  gleam  evMcl,  dtde  indicdinl. 
Col.  iinji. ;   reel. 

^  real  pink. 

2  reales  green. 

^aiurttmbfta. 

ISiH.—Same  decire  rw   IKdO,  j-ujv  'H.      Col 
imp. ;   square. 

(J  kreuKcr  blue. 
9       ,.         retl-hrowii. 
18       „  pale  orange. 

All  veieirence!!  are  made  to  tfae6illi edition  ; 
and  where  a  note  of  interrogation  is  placed 
before  tlio  description  of  a  stamp,  it  implies 
that  there  ie  some  doubt  as  to  ita  authen- 
ticity as  e. postage  label,  laid  any  information 
respecting  it  would  be  acceptable. 
N.B.— The  blue  and  black  Russian  label  of 
1863,  5  kopecs  is  no  longer  to  be  used, 
the  new  -5  kop.-lilac  tiikeij  its  place. 

NBWLY-ISSUED,  OH  rXEDITED 

STAMPS. 

Wk  are  giveu  to  understand,  fi-om  a  reliable 

correspuudeut,  that  th«  udsays  of  whioh  the 

impie^dions  below  aie  fac-siuiites,  have  been 


actually  submitted  to  the  United  fStaUM' 
government  for  appi-oval,  or  we  should  have 
been  disiHised  to  niiKtake  them  for  Ham- 
burgianH,  or  Hpcciiiicns  of  u   Yankee  ciigra- 


ver'K  jocosity.  In  the  &ce  of  a 
the  contrary,  we  can  bat  offer  an  Irishman's 
opinion,  to"  the  effect  that  they  are  feir 
specimens  of  retrograde  progression.  By 
depicting  Acadian  faces  with  the  character- 
istic head  adornments  of  Cooper's  wild  indiiuu, 
we  BUpyx>je  the  designer  meant  to  typify  the 
savage  ferocity  now  engendered  in  his  fellow- 
ciliEens.  In  sooth,  the  gentlemen  above 
dBpict«d  look  ready  enough  to  scalp  eacli 
other  in  approved  style.  Eadi  value  is  re- 
peat«d  in  black,  rose,  violet,  and  bine. 

The  two  other  essays  given  below  are 
much  more  attractive  in  appeartmco;  but 
though  a  step  or  two  in  advance  of  cap-of- 
liberty-bearing  head  of  the  Bnenos  Ayrw 
stamps,  are  far,  far  in  arrear  of  the  un- 
equalled series  of  the  French  republic.  We 
suppose  the  type  is  American.  It  certainly 
is  neither  Greek  nor  Roman.  The  two  im- 
pressions cannot  be  placed  so  as  to  face  each 
other.  In  the  present  state  of  affairs,  they 
could  not  do  so  witfaont  blushing.  Like  the 
preceding,  they  are  printed  in  the  same  four 
different  colours. 


We  roay  next  notice  another  essay  fur  the 
honour  uf  representing  the  forthcoming  issue 
for  Belgium.  It  precisely  follows  the  nther 
limiting  requisitions  prescribed  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  quoted  in  a  previous  nnmber  of 
this  magazine.  We  are  writing  this  in  the 
inspiring  natal  place  of  the  great  Virgit,  but 
we  would  defy  that  sweetest  of  poets  himself, 
were  he  now  living,  to  poetise  a  description 
of  this  most  prosaic  and  commonplace  looking 
of  stamps.  We  suppose  Horace  would  style 
it  ■  simplex  mundiiiis,'  and  it  ie  certfiinly 
simple  enough. 

The  profile  uf  King  Leopold,  turned 
t'jwards  the  left,  nearly  fills  the  whole  field. 
.\  hove,  in  u  semicircle,  is  BELOiQUK  i  below, 
in  another,  mx  CEinv.  In  the  left-hand 
upper  corner  is  an  almost  mlcroecopio  10,  in 
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tbe  right  c* ;  and  in  the  lower  comers,  a  on 
one  aide  and  the  figure  1  on  the  other. 

What  this  latter  devise  typifies  we  know 
not ;  most  usnredly  the  engraver  oonld  not 
mean  to  imply  at  once  \m  knowledge  of 
English  and  expose  his  ovra  vanity,  by  dnb- 
bing  his  production  as  A  1 1  It  is  much 
more  probable  that  he  designed  to  adopt  our 
Byetem  of  nambering  the  individnai  atampa 
in  every  sheet,  and  meant  the  next  in  mc- 
cession  to  be  A  -2,  A  3,  and  so  on. 

The  Italian  Segna  Tasaa  stamp  for  unpaid 
letters,  has  been  altered  in  bne  from  a  yellow 
to  a  doll  orange  colour. 


This  pair  of  deUcate,  nnprek-oding  Biamps 
— one  of  which,  the  Victoria,  was  noted  in 
onr  last,  and  the  other  has  been  expected  a 
■Mutiiderable  time — will  be  interesting  addi- 
tions to  our  iCbnms.  Different  shades  of 
TJulet  or  violet-brown  have  annually  coloured 
the  twopenoy  Victorias;  and  we  think  the 
■tatDp  under  notice,  though  of  asimilar  type, 
rather  an  improvoment  on  the  last  fourpenny 
iggne.  We  are  anrprised,  however,  that  & 
different  hne  was  not  chosen  for  tbe  2  centa 
Canada,  and  should  imagioe  it«  great  aiini- 
tari^  to  the  I  cent,  shonld  the  latter  not  be 
withdrawn  from  circulation,  would  tend  to 
crMte  confusion . 

The  cut  representing 
the  novel  emission  of  the 
Hawaiian  kingdom,  can  give 
bnt  a  faint  idea  of  the  ex- 
treme brilliancy  of  colour  of 
the  original  atamp,  which  is 
the  tame  aa  that  of  the  10 
C.  Nova  Scotia.  On  com- 
parison of  the  two  indivi- 
duals, it  ia  self-evident  they  emanate  from 
the  press  of  the  same  engravers,  to  wit,  the 
American  Bank- Note  Company. 

We  have  now  actually  to  deacribe  and 
depict  another  private  office  stamp  of  our 


own  country.     In  this  inatance,  not  England 

bnt  Scotland  af- 
fords the  specimen. 
The  figure  reja^ 
soots  the  stamp  ex- 
cept in  hne,  which 
is  pale  green. 
Tlie  following  is 
"VT  1  7H/f  '  ^™  *^*  SooUman 
JMH  fcf '^  1  alluding  to  this 
^^^^^^     ]    stamp:  'TheCale- 

. t... .    donian  Railway  haa 

juat  adopted  a  plan 
for  the  tranamisaion 
of  single  copies  of 
newspapers  by  rail  which  ia  likely  to  prove  of 
great  uf^  to  newspaper  readers  on  that  line, 
and  in  the  locality  it  traverses :  the  system  is 
simply  an  isaue  of  farthing  stamps,  prepared 
after  the  fashion  of  postage  stamps;  per- 
forated and  gummed  like  these,  they  are  sold 
in  sheets  containing  a  dozen,  tbe  price  of  the 
sheet  being,  of  courae,  threepence.' 

We  feel  assured  that  postal  collectors  will 
be  gratified  by  the  description  of  two  re- 
auBcitated  specimens  of  emissions  that  have 
certainly  existed,  but  whose  history,  date  of 
currency,  and — in  one  instance — even  locality 
is  partially  shrouded  in  obscurity. 

We  have  ourselves  seen  both  individnats  ; 
one  of  them  as  much  as  two  years  ago~ 
before  this  magazine  was  in  circulation — and 
had  frequently  thought  of  describing  it  from 
memory,  in  hopes  some  of  our  numerous  and 
able  cureapoudents  could  afford  an  inkling  of 
information  respecting  it. 

Tbe  type  we  are  alluding  to  is  engraved 
from  an  original  in  the  Angoat  number  of 
Moens'  Stamp-Collecior'i  Jmtmal,  from  which 
we  take  the  liberty  of  transcribing  the  fall 
description  ;  premising  that  the  editor  of 
that  work  doubts  its  previous  existence  as  a 
postage  stamp,  and  thinks  it  merely  one  of  a 
aeries  of  essays  submitted  to  the  govenunent 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  after  the  circulation  of  the 
well-known  bat  rare  ships  was  withdrawn. 
In  contravention  of  this,  we  beg  to  note  that 
the  specimen  we  had  in  our  own  hands  was 
postmarked,  and  most  probably  formed  one 
of  a  set  in  nee  anterior  to  the  issue  of  what 
are  universally  considered  tbe  earliest  stamps 
of  Buenos  Ayres.     We  would  add  that  the 
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individual  we  saw  was  the  blue  one,  and  we 
regret  to  say,  being  lent  to  a  party  for  in- 
spection, was  never  again  forthcoming,  so 
that  all  trace  of  its  present  whereabouts  is 
lost. 

We  remarked  above  that  the  native  place 
of  the  stamp  nnder  survey  was  obscurely 
known ;  still,  from  the  letters  i;'  and  A*  in  the 
lower  corners,  as  well  as  its  having  been,  to 
all  appearance,  designed  by  the  ooncoctors  of 
the  fiuenos  Ayres  ships,  we  imagine  Mons. 
Moens  is  right  in  assigning  it  that  locality.* 

The  size  and  form  are  the  same  as  those  of 
the  last-mentioned  stamps.  In  the  frame- 
work above  is  correos,  and  below,  the  value 
in  the  middle,  and,  as  we  said  before,  letters 
betokening  its  locality  in  each  comer.  The 
side  of  the  frame  bears  a  slight  ornamental 
pattern.  An  oval  oblong  in  the  centre  con- 
tains the  representation  of  a  landscape,  exhi- 
biting trees,  mountains,  the  sea,  and  the 
rising  sun ;  and  in  the  foreground  a  horse- 
man, in  South  American  costume,  fririously 
galloping  away  with  back  turned  from  the 
beholder. 

The  spandrils  between  the  oval  and  the 
framework  are  filled  in  with  colour.  The 
several  values  are  4  reales  gold-yellow,  6  r. 
green,  8  r.  dark  violet,  and  10  r.  blue.  The 
last-mentioned  is  the  one  we  observed  our- 
selves. 

From  the  same  source  we  derive  the  infor- 
mation that  the  shilling  postage  stamp  of 
Tasmania  is  now  perforated.  If  so,  most 
probably  all  the  others  are,  or  soon  will  be, 
similarly  improved. 

The  other  hitherto  undescribed,  and,  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe — ^to  an  over- 
whelming\najorii7  of  coUectors-totaUj  un- 
known,  impression  is  a  Brunswick  issue.  We 
chanced  to  be  in  Mens.  Moens'  dep6t,  at 
Brussels,  when  a  parcel  was  brought  in  from 
that  country,  containing  a  postage-stamp 
album  sent  for  sale,  and  among  the  contents 
was  the  specimen  we  are  writing  about.  Even 
Mons.  Moens  himself,  who  might  be  supposed 
from  his  early  connection  with  the  movement 
to  be  well  up  in  acquaintance  with  every 

•  In  tlus  Buppoaition  we  are  oonfirmed  by  a  corres- 
pondent whose  letter  appears  in  this  number,  and  who 
has  sent  us  a  specimen,  or  which  we  will  give  an  cngraWng 
in  our  next  magazine. 


continental  stamp,  had  never  before  seen  or 
heard  of  it. 

We  proceed  with  its  descriptian,  hoping 
the  mention  of  this  rare  specimen — ^which  is 
proposed  to  be  engraved  in  the  next  month's 
TMbre^Fofte — will  draw  forth  frirther  and 
fuller  information  respecting  itself  and  pro- 
bable congeners. 

The  stamp  is  square  ;  the  ground  doll 
brown ;  letters  and  device  in  relief,  of  a  very 
slightly  tinted  blue  colour.  In  the  centre  is 
a  circle,  containing  the  conventional  crown 
and  horse  of  Brunswick.  This  is  endoeed 
in  a  square  frame,  bearing  on  the  top, 
BRAUNSWEIQ ;  below,  2  OROSCHBN ;  on  each 
side,  FKEi ;  and  the  figure  2  at  idl  four 
comers. 


CURRENT  STAMP  FORGERIES. 

BT  EDWARD  L.   PEMBERTON,  AUTHOR  OF    '  FOROED 
STAMPS:   HOW  TO   DETECT  THEM.' 

Although  some  time  has  elapsed  sini^  the 
appearance  of  my  last  paper,  comparativdy 
few  forgeries  have  sprung  into  existence 
since  that  date.  I  will  therefore  give  a  brief 
summary  of  the  productions  of  thoee  '  emi- 
nent dealei*s  '  at  £bimburg — Spiro  Brothers 
— which  are  made  (and  sold)  by  the  thousand 
as  fac^imihi,  and  may  be  purchased  as  such 
from  some  few  dealers,  but  usually  as  genuine, 
at  the  small  charge  of  one  penny  per  copy ; 
a  guarantee,  twopence  extra.  '  Spire's  series* 
at  present  includes  the  following  important 
works,  and  they  will  shortly  be  followed  by 
others  of  an  equidly  attractive  nature  : — 

Brazil. — 30,  60,  90,  first  issue. 

British  Guiana.— 1,  2,  4,  8,  12,  24  cents. 

Finland. — Envelope  5,  10  kop.,  transverse 
oval. 

Greece,— 1,  2,  5,  10,  20,  40,  80  lepta. 

Hamburg.— i,  1,  2,  3,  4,  7,  9  schilling. 

India. — f ,  1  anna. 

Liberia.— 6,  12,  24  cents. 

Lubeck.— 1859. 

Modena. — Taasa  Ghusette. 

Nevis. — Id. 

New  Caledonia. — 10  cent. 

Nicaragua. — 5  cent. 

Sandwich  Islands. — 1  c  black,  13  c.  red. 

Saxony. — 1850  3  pf.  red. 

Sicily.— J,  1,  2,  5,  10,  20,  50  grani. 
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Tuscany. — 1,  2,  4,  6,  9  craz.,  1  quaAtr. 

„  1,  5,  10,  20,  40  cenfces. 

These,  the  principal  contente  of  these 
dealers'  packets  o£  stamps,  are  for  the  most 
part  hirly  executed,  and  rather  close  imita- 
tionB ;  but  thej  are  all  lithographed,  whereas 
most  of  the  stamps  they  counterfeit  are  die- 
printed.  The  following  observations  on  these 
forgeries — we  beg  the  makers'  pardon,  these 
facsimiles — are  intended  more  for  the  inexpe- 
rienced collector  than  for  the  old:-established 
one ;  there  is  scmieihing  essentially  false  about 
tbe  appearance  of  these  stamps  to  the  eyes  of 
the  experienced  in  matters  ^  stampy,'  or,  to 
use  a  more  orthodox  but  less  pronouncable 
ircod,  timbromaniacal.  There  is,  too,  a  cer- 
td'n  newness  about  them  most  incompatal^ 
with  their  pretended  age;  and  they  are  all 
more  or  less  washed  out  in  appearance,  as  if 
'  got  up  *  as  cheaply  as  possible. 

BfiAziL. — Real  stamps  of  this  first  issue  are 
most  beautifully  executed,  the  background  is 
of  ongine-tumed  lines  of  dots ;  the  forgery 
tries  to  imitate  this  by  a  coarse  array  of  dots. 
The  imitation  looks  uncomtoi'tably  new  and 
white. 

BurrisH  Guiana. — I  have  previously  de- 
scribed these,  and  from  that  description  it 
appears  that  the  following  are  the  most 
salient  points  of  difference.  Forgery:  the 
c  of  DAMUS  slants  clearly  to  the  left  hand,  and 
above  tbe  tops  of  the  letters  of  British  there 
is  a  very  clear  margin  of  colour ;  whereas  in 
the  real  stamp  the  tops  of  the  letters  of 
BB1TI8H  all  but  touch  ibo  edge  of  the  stamp, 
though  the  bottoms  of  the  letters  have  a 
little  more  space  left  below  them. 

Danish  2  B.  B.  S. — In  the  genuine  stamp 
the  figure  2  is  not  quite  square,  the  point 
(or  lowest  part)  of  the  down  stroke  pointing 
outwards  in  a  decided  way  towards  the  left- 
hand  lower  comer ;  in  the  foi^ry  the  figure 
is  square,  i.  e.,  this  point  points  downwards 
and  does  not  extend  beyond  the  level  of  the 
top  of  the  figure,  as  it  does  in  the  real 
stamp.  In  the  genuine  the  horn  below  the 
value,  has  the  shading  of  the  curl  of  the  horn 
forming  a  complete  circle  of  dots,  the  mouth- 
piece of  the  horn  is  very  thin  and  is  pointed 
towards  the  left-hand  upper  comer ;  in  this 
forgery  the  curl  is  shaded  by  dots,  but  they 
do  not  form  a  circle  as  in  the  genuine ;  the 


mouthpiece  of  the  horn  is  broadish '  and  not 
poiiUed,  and  being  curved  cannot  be  said  to 
pomt  upwards,  although  it  does  so  in  a  slight 
degree. 

Finland. — The  envelopes  are  good  imita- 
tions, but  they  have  an  imwholesome  look 
about  them  ;  being  printed  on  very  thin 
paper,  the  hue  of  anything  on  whidi  they 
may  be  placed  shows  tiirough  their  own 
dingy  whiteness.  These  are  lithographed, 
the  originals  are  block-printed  ;  these  are 
printed  upon  a  thin  paper,  whilst  the  origin 
nals  are  upon  a  tolerably  thick  one  ;  &e 
reprints  are  upon  various  papers,  but  origif 
nals  are  usually  upon  a  rather  dull  surfaced 
paper. 

Greecb. — Compare  the  Hamburg  produc- 
tion with  a  20  c.  of  France,  tbe  background 
in  the  case  of  a  genuine  Greek  will  be  as 
clear  and  fine  as  that  of  ihe  French  stamp, 
not  so  this  *  fitc-simile.' 

Hambuko. — In  all  genuine  Hamburg  the  K 
of  POSTMARKE  has  the  upper  stroke — the  thin 
one — considerably  longer  than  the  lower  or 
thick  one.  The  upper  stroke  of  the  E  of  the 
same  word,  is  either  rather  curved  down» 
wards  or  else  a  trifle  cramped. 

IdBfiRiA. —  The  12  c.  is  a  far  superior 
imitation  to  the  6  and  24  c.  In  the  6  c.  the 
toe  of  Liberty  touches  the  border,  in  the 
12  c.  the  spear  is  not  shaded  anywhere 
throughout  the  length  of  the  staff,  in  the 
24  c.  there  is  a  break  in  the  stone  below  the 
word  LIBERIA  ;  the  genuine  stamps  are  as 
follows  :6c.,  the  toe  does  not  touch  the 
border ;  12c.,  the  staff  of  the  spear  is  shaded 
in  the  upper  length ;  24  c,  the  lowest  break 
in  the  stone  is  rather  above  the  level  of  the 
word  LiBERLA.  The  postmark  of  these  &c- 
similes  shows  the  words  libebu  monbowa, 
instead  of  Monrovia  as  it  should  be.  I  do 
not  feel  sure  that  this  12  c.  is  one  of  Spire's 
make,  but  it  always  appears  in  company 
with  the  much  inferior  6  and  24  c. 

Modena,  Tassa  Ghkzette. — The  dots  after 
and  by  cent  10  are  not  very  large ;  they  are 
very  large  and  very  round  in  the  real  stamp. 
A  genuine  tassa  gazette  used  to  be  one  of 
the  greatest  of  rarities,  but  reprinting  has 
done  its  Work  in  this  instance  towards 
depreciating  the  value  of  post-marked  copies. 

Nevis  Id. — It  may  be  known  by  the  ex- 
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treme  whiteness  of  the  background  and  the 
coarseness  of  the  general  execution.  This  is 
one  of  the  imitations  which  are  unsuccessful. 

New  Caledonia. — Price,  and  the  company 
thi^  the  specimen  is  with  will  readily  deter- 
mine that  this  Hamburg  individual  is  false. 

Nicaragua. — The  original  stamps  are  mag- 
nificent steel  engravings,  the  forgenes— or 
fac-similes,  as  dealers  term  these  unwel- 
come unrealities — are  lithographed,  and  are 
very  bad  as  regards  the  lettering,  which  is 
not  uniform.  These  three  last-mentioned 
stamps  are  all  very  new  and  very  clean,  but 
with  a  decidedly  disreputable  air  about  them. 

Sandwich  Islands  13  c. — In  the  genuine 
stamp  there  is  a  very  small  dot  after  united 
STATES,  which  is  wanting  in  the  imitation. 
The  imitation  has  a  very  coarse  look  about  it 
and  is  badly  engraved,  especially  i^e  king's 
hair,  which  is  scarcely  at  all  shaded.  The 
1  c.  in  most  genuine  copies  has  the  small  i 
below,  an  exact  counterpart  of  the  large 
central  one.  It  is  a  very  rare  thing  to  see 
post-marlced  specimens  in  England  of  this 
stamp,  or,  indeed,  of  any  one  of  these  Sand- 
wich Islands*  stamps. 

Saxony. — This  imitation  has  been  described 
recently.  Every  letter  of  the  real  stamp  is 
clear  and  bold,  those  of  the  imitation  are 
clear  but  not  thick  enough  in  the  thick 
strokes ;  it  fails  principally  in  the  work  Upon 
the  central  figure  3,  which  should  be  com- 
posed of  marks  very  like  small  figures  3,  and 
placed  in  all  positions. 

Sicily. — Every  line  of  the  lettering  on  the 
Hamburg-made  Sicilians  is  clear ;  not  so,  to 
any  great  extent,  in  originals.  The  B  of 
bollo  should  always  commence  rather  above 
the  white  (line  in  the  frame)  below  the  head, 
in  the  'fiic-simile'  it  is  just  before  the  level 
of  this  line. 

Tuscany. — These  stamps  I  have  described 
in  this  magazine,  by  which  the  reader  will 
observe  that  the  position  of  the  crown  on  the 
lion's  head  is  the  distinctive  mark  by  which 
the  genuineness  of  the  specimen  is  to  be 
determined.  In  this  imitation  the  crown  on 
the  lion's  head  is  exactly  under  or  else  a 
shade  to  the  right  of  the  t  in  postale  above 
it.  In  the  genuine  stamp  it  will  be  noticed 
that  the  crown  is  invariably  a  trifle  to  the 
left  of  the  r  of  postale.     This  will  apply  with 


still  greater  distinctness  to  the  feo-similes  of 
the  provisional  stamps,  the  real  ones  having 
the  crown  very  perceptibly  to  the  left  side  of 
the  t  of  POSTALE.     I  have  lately  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  two  forged  Tus- 
cany, viz.,  2  soldi  on  blue  and  on  wlute. 
The  specimens  I  have  before  me  are  upon  a 
rather  stout  paper,  gummed  with  very  clear, 
strong  gum ;  and  are  watermarked  in  imita- 
tion  of  the  veiy   curious   knot-like    mark 
observable  on  the  oldest  and  purest  iinted 
blue  paper  Tuscany.     The  watermark,  how- 
ever, in  the  paper  of  the  forgery  somewhat 
resembles  an  ivy  leaf,  being- too  broad  in  the 
central  part  and  not  quite  straggHng  enough 
to  be  a  good  imitation  of  that  on  the  veri- 
table  Tuscan   stamps.     The  watermark  is 
made  identical  in  both  blue  and  white  paper 
by  the  forgers,  though  as  a  rule  that  of  the 
white  paper  issues  is  of  perpendicular  lines, 
crossing  and   forming  ellipses.     There  are 
faults  in  the  engraving  which  would  require 
much  space  to  detail,  being  very  difBcult  to 
describe  from  their  minuteness.     The  shading 
on  the  back  of  the  lion  is,  in  the  forgery,  of 
dots,  each  one  clear :  this  only  applies  to  the 
uppermost  lines  of  shading  on  the  creature's 
back.   In  genuine  ones  the  dots  forming  these 
lines  of  shading  run  one  into  another,  so  that 
the  shading  is  formed  of  irregular  oblongs  in 
addition  to  dots.     The  dots — excepting  the 
very  uppermost  line,  i.e.,  immediately  below 
the    mane  —  are   never  so  clear   as   to   be 
counted  with  precision. 

Venezuela. — These  fee-similes  are  very 
good,  but  if  it  is  remembered  that  some  of 
the  letters  of  venkzolana  always  touch  the 
lower  line  of  the  scroll  in  which  the  -word  is 
placed,  one  will  not  be  misled  by  them  ;  the 
lettering,  too,  is  seldom  regular.  Then, 
again,  the  eagle  is  very  strongly  shaded 
down  to  the  point  of  each  wing,  whereas 
they  are  made  here  to  be  quite  li^t  and  un- 
shaded at  the  tips. 

I  have  just  received  a  5  c.  Dutch  Indies 
which  seems  to  have  claims  upon  the  Ham- 
burg dealers  for  its  existence.  It  presents 
the  washy  colouring,  the  whiteness  of  paper, 
and  general  unhealthy  look  of  Spiro  Bro.'s 
efforts.  A  glance  at  this  specimen,  when  by 
the  side  of  a  real  one,  would  be  sufficient  to 
determine   the    foUowing  as   very  striking 
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differences.  The  £ace  of  the  king  is  quite 
unshaded  on  the  right-hand  side  (drawing 
an  imaginaiy  line  down  the  nose  and  in* 
clading  the  right-hand  side  of  the  forehead); 
the  collar  and  ear  to  the  right  are  scarcely 
at  all  shaded.  All  the  letters  of  post  the 
same  size  ;  the  dolphins  (which  emhellish 
the  top  comers)  have  a  very  stony  look, 
especially  as  regards  the  eyes ;  and  the 
whole  stamp  boasts  very  little  shading,  and 
that  little  is  very  scratchy.  Though  rather 
full-blown  in  appearance,  the  king  is  deci- 
dedly forbidding  in  expression,  and  scarcely 
improves  on  close  inspection.  Do  these 
points  agree  with  the  beautifully-executed 
original?  Does  the  counterfeit  depict  the 
suavity  on  the  countenance  of  the  real  king  P 
As  my  allotted  space  is  now  filled,  my 
readers  can  resolve  this  point  at  their  leisure. 

f^M  p  -Bf-T—  ---111  II  I  II  111 

REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Postage  Stamps  Illustrated.  A  general  nomen- 
clature of  every  postage  stamp,  and  fac- 
similes  of  all  types  isstied  up  to  tite  present 
tims  in  the  different  countries  of  the  vmrld, 
from  1840  to  1864.  By  J.  B.  Moens, 
translated  by  Dr.  C.  W.  Viner.  London : 
Grnimel  <fc  Michel. 

This  valuable  publication  is  a  translation  of 
the  lett-er-press  appertaining  to  the  French 
work  of  Mons.  Moens,  the  weU-known  Brus- 
sels promoter  of  the  postage  stamp  move- 
ment. So  rapid,  however,  has  been  the 
addition  of  novel  types,  that  many  more  are 
interpolated  in  the  text  of  this  translation 
even,  than  appeared  in  the  French  original. 

The  types  represented  in  the  Illustrations 
being  merely  engraved  reproductions  iri'e- 
spective  of  language,  the  present  volume  is 
equally  calculated  for  binding  up  with  that 
part  containing  them  as  was  the  French  ver- 
sion. In  either  case  a  handsome,  instructive, 
and  useful  volume  is  completed  which  ought 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  every  postal  amateur, 
and  we  trust  ere  long  the  spirited  publisher 
will  find  it  his  interest  to  engage  translators 
for  the  German  and  Italian  tongues. 

Independently  of  the  carefully- written 
descriptions  of  and  references  to  the  engrav- 
ings in  the  lUustrationSy  the  work  is  replete 
with  much  informaticm  both  of  interest  and 


utility.  A  preface  embracing  more  than  a 
dozen  pages  gives  a  complete  account  of 
postal  arrangements  or  means  of  transmitting 
despatches  from  the  time  of  Cyrus  the  Great 
to  the  days  of  Rowland  Hill,  inclusive  of  a 
full  history  of  tbat  (to  early  oollectors)  once 
most  mysterious  office  of  Thurn  and  Taxis, 
the  splendid  palace  of  whose  sovereign  we 
have  just  had  an  opportunity  of  viewing. 

This  is  succeeded  by  a  table  of  all  the 
countries  of  the  world  that  have  hitherto 
employed  postage  stamps,  in  chronological 
order  with  the  exact  dates  of  emission  both 
of  adhesives  and  envelopes.  Explanation  of 
abbreviations  then  follows,  and  a  carefully 
adjusted  money  table.  In  this  latter  the 
author  is  mistaken  in  estimating  the  cent  of 
Hong  Kong  at  the  same  value  as  those  of 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  which  are 
equivalent  to  an  English  halFpc^iny.  In 
Hong  Kong  are  used  Mexican  dollars,  vary- 
ing in  worth  according  to  the  rate  of  ex- 
change, at  from  four  and  sixpence  to  four 
and  tenpence  English  currency.  Foreign 
money  is  certainly  very  puzzling  to  the  un- 
initiated, and  we  are  only  just  commencing 
to  get  a  ghmmering  of  the  value  of  the 
several  monetary  denominations  of  South 
America.  We  fancied  we  comprehended  the 
nature  of  the  familiar  kreutzer  which  the 
juvenile  postage  stamp  vendors  of  the 
'  'Change  '  used  invariably  to  dub  cruisers, 
as  they  did  the  Guiana  stamps  '  guanos.' 
We  nevertheless,  in  the  Tyrol  lately,  had 
occasion  to  make  a  very  small  purchase  to  the 
amount  of  tivo  of  those  coins.  We  tendered 
a  piece  marked  six  kreuzer,  received  our 
commodity,  and  moreover,  greatly  to  our 
surprise,  eight  *  cruisers '  as  change  I 

Maisy  revenons  a  nos  M  *  *  *  oetis.  The 
work  which  we  are  deservedly  lauding, 
though  published  in  London,  was  printed 
in  Brussels,  and  in  paper,  print,  and  general 
getting  up  does  much  honour  to  the  conti- 
nental press.  We  have  not  hitherto  detected 
any  clerical  error,  and  those  who  are  aware 
how  exceedingly  difficult  foreigners  usually 
find  it  to  spell  Enghsh  must  allow  great 
credit  to  the  compositors  in  the  present 
instance. 

In  the  part  appertaining  to  the  Disunited 
States  an  excellent  and  correct  account  is 
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afforded  of  the  rise,  progress,  and  fall  of  the 
numerous  private  offices,  and  throughout  the 
work  the  situations,  chief  towns,  &c.,  of  all 
the  countries  mentioned  are  judiciously 
added.  We  coiiclude  by  cordially  recom- 
mending the  purchase  of  this  part  of  Mons. 
Moens  publication  at  least,  to  all  postage- 
stamp  collectors,  if  they  are  not  inclined  to 
meet  the  expense  of  its  more  costly  concomi* 
taut,  the  Illustrations, 

Der  Brisfmarkenfreund,  Eine  8aminlung  ori- 
ginalgeireuer  Ahhildnngen  der  Briefmarken 
aller  WeliheUe  in  violsach  vergmsserten 
Mcuissstahe.     Leipzig :  Moritz  RuhL 

This  German  publication  with  the  'crack- 
jaw  '  title  emanates  from  the  establishment 
of  Moritz  Ruhl  at  Leipzig,  which  city  seems 
at  present  the  head  quarters  of  the  stamp 
trade  in  Germany.  Three  numbers  have 
been  hitherto  issued  (perhaps  four  by  the 
time  this  sees  the  light).  Each  number  con- 
tains an  exaggerated  similitude  of  eight 
different  postage  stamps,  represented  in  their 
natural  colours.  We  saw  the  work  for  a 
few  minutes  only  exposed  for  sale  in  the 
window  of  a  bookseller's  shop  at  Stuttgart ; 
and  as  time,  tide,  and  the  railroad  wait  for 
no  man,  had  no  opportunity  for  close  inspec- 
tion. 

We  should  imagine,  as  far  as  our  eye 
could  serve  for  measurement,  that  each  re- 
presentation, only  one  of  which  fills  a  page, 
must  fill  somewnere  about  eighteen  square 
inches.  They  certainly  have  a  veir  singular 
effect,  though  rather  as  objects  of  curiosity 
than  utility.  Such  stamps  as  the  new 
Schleswig  so  highly  magnified  form  a  toler- 
able picture,  and  are  rather  irapi'oved  in 
appearance :  but  the  green  5  cents  of  New 
Brunswick,  as  may  naturally  be  supposed, 
loses  all  delicacy  of  expression,  and  becomes 
exceedingly  coarse  and  unprepossessing. 

Strange,  as  is  the  idea  of  such  a  publica- 
tion, we  are  glad  to  see  it,  and  hail  any  such 
proof  of  the  extended  and  extending  fancy 
called  ti'nibrmnanie^  as  it  is  not  likely  such 
an  enterprise,  which  must  be  rather  costly, 
would  have  been  entered  into  had  the  pub- 
lishers not  entertained  some  tolerably  certain 
idea  of  a  just  remuneration  for  their  labour 
and  expense.     It  is  a  trite  maxim  that  there 


must  be  a  demand  to  create  a  sui)p!y ;  and 
we  trust,  and  that  not  unadvise  Uy,  that 
such  is  the  ease  with  regard  to  the  many  and 
various  magazines,  catalogues,  album-s  R^d 
other  periodicals  connected  with  postage 
stamp  literature. 

POSTAL   CHIT-CHAT. 

Why  18  A    P0STAO1S-8TAMP   I.IKB  A    dOHOOLMAftTl*  ? 

— lieoaiMO  one  Btioks  with  «  Uek«  and  the  othc>r  licks  with 
a  stick. 

Xo  LESS  THAN  1,230,000  LETTERS  pusscd  through  the 
LondoD  district  post  on  Satuntiy  liwt,  tne  lOlh  ult.  This 
is  the  largest  number  erer  known,  even  upon  Valentine's 
day. 

The  .\LSTaAUA.  China,  axd  Indla  maii.  which  has 
just  arrived  is  the  larjcest  ever  known  in  this  counhr. 
It  contained  nearly  140,000  letters,  upwards  of  80,000 
newspapers,  and  more  than  3000  a*gistered  letters. 

The  low  educational  sxAVDAao  of  thjb  Ibbh  is 
strikingly  shoik-n  by  the  fact  that  whilst  in  the  year 
before  last  the  numl>cr  of  letters  di'livered  in  England 
was  in  the  proportion  of  24  and  in  Scotland  of  19  to  eaeh 
person,  the  number  delivered  in  Ireland  was  in  the  pr»- 
portion  of  only  9. 

Sia  Walter  Scott  RBLATxa  that  a  fxiend  of  his 
remembered  the  London  letter-bag  arriving  in  Edinbur^. 
during  the  year  1745,  with  but  one  letter  for  the  British 
Linen  Company.  About  the  same  timo  the  Edinburgh 
mail  is  said  to  have  arrived  in  London,  containing  but  one 
letter,  addrua^ed  to  Sir  William  Pultenej-,  the  banker. 

A  XovEL  Postal  Packet. — A  Ilighlandman,  who  had 
been  enjoying  the  ftiir,  presented  himself  at  the  local  »ost- 
office,  requesting  to  know  '  Hoo  much  ye  would  taV  to 
carry  him  to  Grangemouth  and  back?*'  On  being toW, 
twopence  an  ounce,  vrith  an  advioi>  to  try  the  railway  s^ 
the  cheapest,  he  walked  offquite  dnmfoundered. —  Oreritork 
Advertiser, 

A  short  time  since,  there  was  a  shop  at  Newington 
selling  Jerusalem  To^taqe  Stamp%.  Ttio  same  ^rre 
coloured  labels,  imprinted  with  Hebrew  words.  It  is 
stated  from  good  autnority  that  a  great  number  were  sold. 
^Beally,  the  parties  who  bought  them  must  have  been 
ponies  exported  from  the  same  place/ — Internatioital 
Stamp  Review. 

All  French  Journals  which  treat  on  politics,  or  which 
contain  advertisements  other  tiian  those  which  xvlate  to 
agriculture,  literature,  or  art  {anttouneeM  de  lihrairic\ 
must  bear  an  impressed  stamp  of  six  centimes.  Such 
journals,  however,  nan  be  sent  by  post  for  an  additions! 
four  centimes  prepidd,  the  postage  or  unstamped  journals 
being  ten  centmu-s. 

A  Travelled  Letter— A  rather  singular  post-office 
blunder  has  just  been  discoveri'd  at  KocnignbiTg  (Prussia). 
About  half  a  league  from  the  towu  gates  is  a  place  callei 

Jerusalem,  where  a  M.  Th resides.     This  gi*ntlenuui 

in  the  beginning  of  last  week  reeeivcHl  a  letter,  whith 
the  commissary  of  his  arrondissemcnt  had  addressed  t.» 
him  two  years  agn.  It  appears  that  the  letter  had  bei^n 
sent  to  the  Holy  Land,  and  had  afterwards  made  nearly 
the  tx>ur  of  the  world. 

The  Bestelloeld  Stamp.— -In  several  Gt»rma»  Static 
also  in  Prussia,  each  letter,  besides  the  ordinary  poatajFts 
is  liable  to  a  foe  of  \  s.  ^.,  which  is  called  Bc^^llfitdd ; 
this  is  the  ihargc  for  bringing  the  letter  from  thy  P^s^t- 
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office  to  the  house  of  the  person  to  whom  the  letter  may 
be  addressed.  In  Hanoverf  X\u*  postal  administration  has 
issued  in  envelope  (Bestellgcld  freij  by  which  the 
Bestellgeld  is  prepaid,  and  which  enaoles  the  sender  to 
put  a  letter  in  a  box  free  of  every  tharge,  instead  of  being 
obliged  to  go  to  the  Post-oflSce  and  pay  the  auioiint  for  the 
BeiteUgeld.  lliese  envelopes,  according  to  Mount  Brown, 
■re  used  onlv  for  local  purposes ;  that  is  not  the  case,  as 
they  are  used  throughout  the  kingdom  of  H  anover.—  Inter- 
national Stamp  Review. 

Tmb  French  Post-office. — At  a  moment  when  the 
ittoitioD  of  the  public  is  occupied  hv  the  decree  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  Post-ofiice,  the  following  particulare 
respecting  the  objects  of  all  kinds  carried  by  tne  govern- 
ment mails  will  be  read  with  interest: — The  number  of 
letters,  184,000,000  in  1852,  had  risen  to  290.000,000  ui 
Ae  year  ending  Ist  January  last,  In  1852  the  number 
of  journals  ana  other  printed  papers  sent  by  post  was 
94,863,666,  and  in  1863  it  was  212,000,000— an  increase 
of  125  per  cent.  Kegistered  letters,  which  were  only 
437,076  m  1852,  amounted  in  1863  to  2,700,000— an  in- 
crease of  517  per  cent.  The  number  of  articles  of  all 
kinds  conveyed  by  the  mails  in  1863  was  590,700,000, 
against  276,^00,741  in  1852— an  increase  of  113  per  cent, 
in  ten  yean. 

Stealino  Foreign  Postage  Stamps.  —  Thomas 
HtTward,  aged  16,  an  errand-boy,  was  charged  before 
Aliterman  Stone,  at  the  Guildhall,  London,  with  stealing 
foreign  post^  stamps,  value  £40,  the  nropertv  of  Mr. 
Cioach,  of  Farringdon-strvet.  From  tne  evidence,  it 
appeared  that  the  prosecutor,  who  is  a  dealer  in  obliter- 
*W  and  other  stamps,  employed  the  prisoner  at  different 
times  as  errand-boy,  and  tnat  on  the  morning  of  the  29th 
of  Jnne  last  the  stamps  in  question  were  miraed.  The 
only  persona  having  access  to  the  drawers  where  they 
Jjere  kept,  were  the  prisoner,  the  pfxwecutor,  and  his  wife. 
On  missing  the  stamps,  Mr.  Crouch  spoke  to  Hayward, 
who  said,  swearing,  *  You  think  I've  got  them.'  He  then 
advised  the  prosecutor  to  go  round  to  the  different  shops 
«M  stop  the  sale  of  them,  but  was  told  that  the  police 
*wild  oe  eommunieated  with.  The  prosecutor  then 
requested  the  prisoner  to  remain  until  he  returned,  but, 
ffl  his  (the  prosecutor's)  absence,  the  prisoner,  after  a 
struggle  with  Mrs.  Crouch,  effected  hSs  escape.  The 
prisoner's  father  afterwards  gave  a  portion  of  the  stamps 
to  Detective  oflBcer  Pavitt,  and  the  prisoner  was  at  once 
apprehended.  It  transpired  that  a  scarce  obliterated 
"tamp  often  fetched  as  much  as  £2,  and  that  one  of  that 
yalue  was  stolen.  Alderman  Stone  rem  anded  the  prisoner, 
in  order  to  afford  the  police  time  to  trace  the  other  stamps. 

Letfer  Smuggling  befoue  the  introuvction  of 
JHJB  Penny  Postage.— The  high  ratesi,  while  they 
ailed  to  increase  the  Post-office  revenue,  undoubtedly  led 
to  the  evasion  of  the  postage  altogether.  Illicit  modes  of 
conveyance  were  got  up  cmd  patronised  by  some  of  the 
Palpal  merchants  in  the  kmgdom.  Penal  laws  were 
«t  It  defiance,  and  the  number  of  contraband  letters  be- 
^e  enormous.  Some  carriers  were  doing  as  large  a 
''^i^ineas  as  the  Post-office  itself.  On  one  occasion  the 
agents  of  the  Poet-office  made  a  seizure,  about  this  time, 
^  eleven  hundred  such  letters,  which  were  foimd  in  a 
angle  bag  in  the  warehouse  of  certain  eminent  Loudon 
^^JncTB.  The  head  of  the  firm  hastened  to  seek  an  inter- 
^T«w  with  the  PoBtmaster-General,  and  proffered  instant 
pa)inent  of  five  hundred  pounds  by  way  of  composition 
^the  penalties  incurred,  and  if  proceemngs  against  the 
^  might  not  be  instituted.  The  money  was  taken,  and 
«c  letters  were  all  passed  through  the  Post-offico  the 
"•me  night.    For  one  case  which  was  detected,  however, 


a  hundred  were  never  made  known.  The  evasion  of  the 
Post-office  charges  extended  so  far  and  so  wide  that  the 
officials  began  to  declare  that  any  attempt  to  stop  the 
smuggling,  or  eren  to  check  it,  was  as  good  as  hopeleas. 
Prosecutions  for  the  illicit  conveyance  of  letters  had,  in 
fact,  ceased  long  before  the  misdemeanours  themselves. — 
Ber  MnJiiHty*8  MaH»» 

The  Post-boys  la  the  time  of  ]Ui.rH  Allbk.— 
At  this  time,  the  mails  were  carried  on  horseback  in 
charge  of  post-boys.  Some  of  these  post-bt^-s  were  sad 
rogues,  who,  besioes  taking  advantage  of  confusion  in  the 
two  posts,  were  aooustomed  to  carry  letters  themselves 
concealed  upon  them,  and  for  charges  of  course  quite 
unorthodox.  In  old  records  of  the  Post-office,  principally 
the  Surveyor's  Book,  referring  to  country  post-offices  from 
the  year  1735,  there  are  long  complaints  fhun  the  sur- 
veyor on  this  head.  The  following,  *  exhibiting  more 
malice  than  good  grammar,'  may  be  taken  as  a  specimen, 
and  will  suffice  to  show  the  way  things  were  managed  at 
that  date : — *■  At  this  place  (Salisbury)  found  the  post- 
boys to  have  carried  on  vile  practices  in  taking  the 
byC'Uttera,  delivering  them  in  this  cittye  and  taking  back 
answens  ecipeoiallv  the  Andover  riders.  On  the  16th 
found  on  Kichard  Kent,  one  of  the  Andover  riden,  5  bye- 
letters,  all  for  this  cittye.  Upon  examining  the  fellow, 
he  confessed  he  had  made  it  a  practice,  tmd  persisted  to 
continue  in  ity  saying  he  had  noe  wages  from  his  master. 
I  took  the  fellow  before  the  Manstrate,  proved  the  facta, 
and  he  was  committedj  but  pleading  to  have  no  money  or 
friends,  desired  a  punishment  to  be  whipped,  which  ac- 
cordingly Jie  u<u  to  the  purpose.  Wrote  the  case  to 
Andover  and  ordered  the  fellow  to  be  dismissed,  but  no 
regard  was  had  thereto,  but  the  next  day  the  same  rider 
came  post,  ran  about  the  cittye  for  letters  and  was  insolent. 
Again  he  came  post  with  two  gentlemen,  made  it  his 
business  to  take  up  letters ;  the  fellow,  however,  instead 
of  returning  to  Andover,  gets  two  idle  fellows  and  rides  off 
with  three  horses,  which  was  a  return  for  his  master  not 
obeying  my  instructions.'  Our  shrewd  sun'eyor  thus 
amply  got  nis  revenge,  and  the  Post-office  and  Mr.  AUen 
sufier  no  more  from  the  delinquencies  of  Bichard  Kent. — 
Settdamortf  s  Notes. 

Kbw8  Lettbbs  of  the  Sbvbkteej«th  Cbmtuby. — 
The  news  letter  of  the  seventeenth  century,  to  which  the 
world  looked  for  information,  was  the  production  of  a 
general  correspondent,  who  had  an  office ;  and  whose  pro- 
fession it  was  to  send  off  packets  of  information  to  persons 
of  wealth  and  importance,  who  chose  to  pay  for  such  a 
luxurj'.  These  packets  conveyed  all  the  on  ditSj  true  or 
false,  and  whether  true  or  false  mattered  little  to  the 
oountr>'  squires  to  whom  they  were,  with  *hast  post  hast' 
in  large  wTiting  on  the  outside,  despatched  ;  for  those 
worthy  commoners  were  rarely  in  a  position  to  dispute 
any  statements  from  the  cafntal,  or  even  from  any  comitry 
town  out  of  their  own  county.  So  they  went  down  to 
their  graves  believing  in  a  news-letter;  and  were  just  as 
happy  as  if  they  had  known  the  truth.  Sometimes  rich 
patrons  maintained  newa-letter  writers  as  a  domestic 
appendage ;  witness  the  notable  connection  between  Sir 
Booert  Sidney,  the  younger  brother  of  Sir  Philip,  and 
Bowluid  Whyte,  the  postmaster  who  despatched  in  news- 
letters to  Flushing  when  Sir  Bobert  waa  tnene,  every  scrap 
of  news,  political  or  domestic  that  he  could  collect.  The 
great  ^belUon  brought  news-letters  forth  from  ever}' 
quarter ;  news-agents  sprang  up  Uke  mushrooms,  and  a 
regiment  of  pamphleteers  abetted  their  efforts.  What  is 
now  conveyed  with  a  penny  stamp  (the  great  vehicle  of 
vital  benefit  to  society),  was  then  fastened  under  the 
wings  of  carrier-pigeons,  or  sewn  in  saddle-bags.  The 
CavalierB,  it  is  aeid,  when  taken  prisoners  used  to  eat  the 
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news-letters,  to  preyent  importaot  intelligence  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  their  foes.  Some  of  the  brave 
Prince  Rupert*  s  letters  were  passed  on  from  hand  to  hand ; 
each  reader,  after  glancing  hurriedly  at  their  contents, 
wrote  his  name  on  the  bade,  and  then  posted  the  letters 
forward.  These  pacqnets  were  defends  at  the  sword's 
point :  those  which  were  intercepted,  and  which  have 
oeen  preserved,  are  in  some  instances  stained  with  dark 
red,  the  possession  having  been  fiercely  disputed. — 
Literature  of  Society, 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  TENPENNT  STAMP  OF  VAN  DIEMEN'S 

LAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *■  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.* 

Sib, — I  beg  to  inform  you  that  there  is  no  such  stamp 
as  the  above,  nor  was  there  ever  such  a  stamp  issued  by 
the  Tasmaniau  government.  Collectors  are  frequently 
writing  out  for  them. 

I  am,  yours  respectfully, 

launcestwy  Tasmania.  THOMAS  BRAND. 

REPLY  TO  *  NO  ESSAYS.* 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector*8  Maoazinb.' 

Sir, — The  letter  of  *  No  Essays  *  in  your  last  number, 
though  it  enunciates  sound  views  as  to  essays  in  general, 
will  hardly  convince  your  readers  of  the  non-authenticity 
of  the  essays  in  particular  on  which  he  commented.  Nor 
was  the  tone  of  nis  remarks  such  as  would  give  them  any 
additional  weight.  Their  sarcastic  and  would-be  smart 
stjle  the  writer  may  be  assured  will  not  gain  credit  for 
his  views.  He  can  hardly  expert,  after  the  circumstantial 
and  satisfactory  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Bum  of  the  date 
at  which  the  Prince  Alb^t  essays  were  impressed,  that 
we  should  simply,  upon  his  unsupported  word,  believe 
that  they  were  faoricated  in  the  autumn  of  lost  year. 

At  the  same  time  I  agree  with  Dr.  Gray  in  nis  argu- 
ment that  the  so-called  essays  are  in  feet  no  essays  at  all. 
According  to  Mount  Brown,  *  The  term  **  essay  "  means  a 
stamp  or  device  suggested  but  never  officially  issued  ;* 
but  by  Mr.  Bum*s  own  sho^-ing,  the  labels  bearing  the 
head  of  Prince  Albert  do  not  answer  to  this  definition,  as 
they  were  impressed  solely  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
effect  of  perforation,  and  not  with  a  view  to  their  adoption 
by  the  government  as  postage  stamps.  Certainly  the 
Messrs.  Stafford  Smith  &  Co.'s  labels  are  as  much  en- 
titled to  be  considered  essays  as  the  so-called  Prince 
Albert  essays. 

The  general  feeling  of  collectors  is  I  believe  on  the 
whole  adverse  to  the  gathering  of  essays.  They  possess 
none  of  the  significance  attached  to  a  postage  stamp-* 
they  have  never  franked  communications  between  the 
inhabitants  of  different  parts  of  the  earth,  nor  do  they 
carry  with  them  any  historical  importance.  They  are 
no  more  than  engraver*  s  exercises  and  deserve  no  more 
consideration,  li,  however,  some  means  could  be  found 
by  stamp  collectors  of  putting  a  veto  upon  the  collection 
of  Essays,  great  benefit  would  accrue,  for  their  admission 
into  albums  at  present  in  my  own  opinion  diminishes  its 
value  and  ccmfuses  the  ideas  which  arise  upon  its  p^iiaal 
in  a  noncoUector's  mind. 

But  I  am  poaching  on  the  ground  which  you  have 
marked  off  for  your  last  month's  correspondent,  I  will 
therefore  in  conclusion  only  say  that  I  for  one  should  be 
glad  to  see  a  well-written  essay  on  the  subject  from  his 
pen,  and  must  beg  to  subscribe  myself, 
Yours  faithfully, 

A  COUNTRY  PARSON. 


AN  UNCATALOGUED  BUENOS  AYBES  STAMP. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector*8  Maoaiise.* 

Sir, — I  beg  to  enclose  for  your  inspection  a  stamp  which 
is  ver^-  rare  even  here,  and  which  I  have  not  yet  seen 
mentioned  in  any  stamp  periodical  which  has  come  under 
my  notice. 

It  is  a  *  city  *  stamp,  and  was  only  issued  for  seven  or 
eight  days  when  it  was  replaced  by  the  *  steam-ship,' 
with  winch  you  are  doubtless  well  acquainted.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  of  its  authenticity,  as  it  was  bought  by 
me  of  a  post-office  clerk. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Buenos  Ayree.  J.  B.  GIPP8. 

[A  fill!  dfvcripUon  of  thin  wtnmo  will  be  fbund  in  oiir  article  mi  '  Kemly 
Umird  ur  Iiiedit^  Sfcaiopa.'— Ed.] 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

A  CoKRBSPONDENT,  Sau  Fraucisco. — In  reply  to  our 
miery  respecting  an  engmviiig  in  the  third  number  of 
tne  .magazine,  this  correspondent  informs  us  that  the 
stamp  in  q^uestioii,  *  Langton's  Pioneer  Exprps<v*  is  for 
letters  earned  by  express  from  Sreka  in  California  to  the 
Humbold  mines,  or  vice  versa.  The  stamp  from  which 
our  engraving  was  taken  is  black.  He  says  there  is  also 
a  blue  one,  and  a  label.  We  suppose  he  means  an 
envelope.     We  have  ourselves  seen  it  also  of  a  red  colour. 

N.  A.  B.  B..  Bury  St,  Edmonds.— The  4  sk.  blue  of  the 
new  series  of  Norway  has  b?eu  out  for  some  time,  and  in 
all  probability  the  16  sk.  has  been  already,  or  soon  wUl 
be,  issued. — The  Greek  letters  on  the  Grecian  stamps 
mean  simply  *  Greek  stamp.'  A  lepton  is  a  shade  less  m 
value  than  a  centime. — Alt  stamps  employed  for  M^tal 
purposes,  whether  for  letters  or  news[wperB,  should  be 
admissible  in  albums. — W^e  do  not  sell  our  own  private 
stamps. 

SI03CA,  Teignmouth.— We  cannot  give  any  information 
respecting  the  Bavarian  envelopes  now  on  sale.  They 
may  possibly  be  essays.  The}'  have  certainly  never  been 
officially  issued,  or  Uiey  would  have  been  iamilior  long 
ere  this  to  the  postage-stamp  collecting  world. 

Leonora,  Brighton. — The  colour  of  the  Itidian  Segta. 
Tassa  stamp  is  now  dull  orange  instead  of  yellow. 

A  Subscriber. — We  are  th-ed  of  answering  the  same 
question  so  often. — We  are  much  indebted  to  our  sub- 
scribers for  their  subscriptions ;  but  if  they  would  be  to 
obliging  as  to  read  the  mngaxine  as  well  as  pay  for  it, 
they  would  save  us  some  tr.mble. — We  have  repeatcdlT 
expressed  our  opinion  respecting  your  querj'. — We  think 
alt  stamps  which  frank  letters  or  newspapers,  and  even 
small  packets,  may  with  propriety  be  included  in  a  post- 
age-stamp collector's  album.  In  fact  we  do  not  see  idiy 
tiie  stamp  or  stamps  of  the  Telegraph  office  should  w 
excluded. 

A  Reader. — We  sometirae  since  gave,  as  informatiaii 
received,  the  fact  of  the  Swan  Eiver  stamps  being  supplied 
to  convicts  ^rforated,  that  their  letters  might  be  traced 
and  opened  if  Judged  advisable. 

Nobody.—  This  oommunicant  mentions  a  stamp  received 
from  British  Columbia,  description  as  follows  :  oblong, 
black  on  orange  coloured  paper ;  inscription,  bajix  ard  s 
cariboo  express  paid.  We  have  seen  the  stamp 
alluded  to,  but  had  doubts  of  its  genuine  character.  These 
doubts  may  be  now  set  at  rest,  as  our  informant  received 
his  specimen  from  a  lady  whose  husband  is  a  magistrsU* 
in  British  Columbia. 

F.  W.  Brewster,  Witham.— The  stamp  you  decrribe 
is  a  Hambui^  forgeiy,  professing  to  be  an  exprrss  issue 
for  Berlin. 
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JABEZ  JONES'S  RECOLLECTIONS  OF 
CONTINENTAL  STAMPS  AND 
STAMP    COUNTRIES. 

CHAPTER  VIII. 

IN  WHICH  WB  ARRIVE  AT  GENOA — AND  DISCUSSION 
PUECEnES  DINNER. 

The  juvenile  readers  of  the  Stamp-Collector's 
Magazine  have  doubtless,  on  their  own  par- 
ticular nighty  at  the  once- wonderful  theatre, 
lauffhed  long  and  heartily  at  that  surprising 
ezclaination  of  the  clown,  '  Here  we  are  ! ' 
It  certainly  has  the  merit  of  describing  an 
imqaestionable  fact,  and  so,  for  want  of  a 
more  recondite  joke,  I  will  commence  this 
chapter    with    the    time-honoured    remark, 
*iiere  we  are;  *  the  *here'  meaning  Genoa, 
and  the  *we'  meaning  Mr.  Ezekiel  Brown 
and  your  servant  the  writer.     We  had  left 
Marseilles  by  packet,  and  had  arrived  here 
at  midday.     The  traditional  Italian  sky  was 
above  us,    accompanied    by   an   unbearable 
blaze  of  heat  and  light  from  the  sun  which 
iUnmined  the  noble  gulf.     Far  ahead,  against 
the  dark  background  of  the  Apennines,  the 
ancient  city  of  Genoa  shone,  and  numerous 
coasters   floated  upon  the  water.      As   we 
steamed  slowly  up,  it  was  not  difficult  to 
picture  the  galleys  of  Doria  as  they  sailed 
out  bent  on  some   distant   expedition,   the 
stout  old  chief  in  the  advance ;  nor  in  later 
times  the  besieging  fleet  of  Britain,  as  it 
moved  into  position  under  Admiral  Byng  to 
commence  a  crushing  bombardment.      This 
remarkable    maritime   city,  though   it   pos- 
sesses such  facility  for  the  maintenance  of 
an  efficient  flotil^  and  seems,  indeed,  the 
natural  cradle  of  a  naval  power,  is  at  the 
same  time  exceedingly  open   to  attack   by 
sea.     Prom  the  earliest  times,  therefore,  its 
enemies    have    always  turned   its   weapons 
against  itself,  and  by  cutting  ofi"  the  supplies, 
forced  it  to  capitulate.     But  it  is  time  we 
were   on    shore   and    strolling  through  the 
palatial  Strado  Balbi,  the  residences  of  the 
old  nobility,   and  still  in  part  inhabited  by 
their  impoverished    descendants.      Here   of 
old  many  a  '  faction  fight '  took  place ;  here 
Guelphs  and  Ghibellines,  the  Doriee  and  the 
Spinolse,  contested  for  possession  of  the  city, 
not  alone  with  sword  and  battle-axe,    but 
with  battering  engines ;  and  here  full  oft  the 
conquering  forces  of  France  patrolled. 


We  could,  however,  make  no  long  survey, 
but  hastening  on  to  the  Strada  Nuova,  we 
arrived  before  the  house  of  Signor  Torezzio. 
It  is  an  ancient  fabric,  built  of  marble,  and 
now  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  but  still 
bearing  many  tokens  of  its  former  grandeur. 
We  passed  beneath  a  massive  portico  of 
Doric  pillai*s  and  up  a  spacious;  staircase  un- 
checked, for  here  are  no  *  leathern  conveni- 
ences '  for  sturdy  porters,  no  powdered  foot- 
man to  'answer  the  door,*  no  bluff*  Swiss 
nor  manierSe  demoisdle  to  pop  their  head 
over  the  half-door  of  the  lodge  and  receive 
commands  and  answer  inquiries.  Moreover, 
unlike  our  English  homes,  the  stat-e  apart- 
ments were  not  on  the  ground  floor,  which, 
in  fact,  hardly  gave  token  that  the  upper 
part  was  inhabited,  so  bare  and  repulsively 
cold  was  its  appearance.  For  here  the 
narrow  streets  and  high,  dark  opposite  walls 
make  the  lower  floor  exceedingly  disagree- 
able and  gloomy,  and  the  garret  contains  the 
rooms  of  state  and  ceremony,  the  cabinets  of 
the  relics  of  former  grandeur.  As  for  us, 
we  proceeded  up  four  flights  of  broad  marble 
steps  leading  to  the  immense  ante-chamber, 
the  first  apartment  of  the  attic  suite,  where 
we  were  met  by  an  old  livery  servant  who 
led  the  way  through  a  long  suite  of  apart- 
ments, each  decorated  with  the  paintings  of 
Italian  masters,  into  the  presence  of  the 
host.  Signor  Torrezzio  received  us  with  the 
high-bred  courtesy  of  an  Italian  gentleman, 
and  we  presented  our  letters  of  introduction 
to  him.  He  at  once  made  us  at  home  and 
ordered  refreshments,  while  we  conversed 
together  upon  the  incidents  of  our  journey. 
Happening  to  mention,  whilst  thus  dis- 
coursing, that  we  were  collectors,  the  signor 
requested  us  to  produce  our  albums,  and 
upon  our  doing  so  perused  them  with  much 
interest,  whilst  we  endeavoured  to  illustrate 
the  historical  and  geographical  importance 
of  stamps.  Upon  his  arriving  at  the  Swiss 
page,  he  took  especial  note  of  the  quaint 
appearance  of  the  labels  affixed  to  it.  He 
paid  particular  attention  to  those  of  Geneva, 
whose  motto  still  reminds  one  of  the  position 
that  city  held  in  the  Reformation  age.  ^Post 
tenshrfu  lu.t '  still  remains  the  chosen  maxim 
of  the  Genevese,  and  ornaments  their  obsolete 
stamps  surmounted  by  the  sacred  letters  i.H.s. 
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*  I  think,  Senor  Brown,'  said  onr  host, 
'  you  do  not  go  too  far  in  saying  that  these 
stamps  serve  profitably  to  remind  us  of  by- 
gone times.  The  sight  of  these  carries  us 
back  to  the  days  when  Calvin  lorded  it  at 
Geneva,  the  days  when  he  burnt  Servetus, 
and  when  with  all  his  faults  he  effected  great 
good.  The  name  of  Geneva,  indeed,  suggests 
a  host  of  noble  names.  Where  these  stamps 
were  circulated  Rousseau  and  Necker,  Beren- 
ger  and  Sismondi  resided,  and  near  at  hand  the 
most  brilliant  infidel  of  the  eighteenth  century 
sought  repose,  and  the  gifted  De  Stael  hid 
herself  from  the  persecution  of  Buonaparte. 
Indeed,  signors,  you  half  convert  me  to  your 
favourite  pursuit.' 

« We  shall  be  happy  to  enroll  you  in  our 
ranks,  Signer Torrezzio, and  do  notdoubt,'  said 
I,  '  that  you  will  find  a  charm  in  collecting.' 
'  *  At  any  rate,'  he  replied,  *  should  I  not 
become  one  of  the  initiated  myself,  I  shall 
have  pleasure  in  giving  you  assistance.' 

'  You  will  find,'  I  said  '  that  there  are 
many  little  bye  roads  of  interesting  inquiry 
connected  with  stamps,  such,  for  instance,  as 
respecting  the  authenticity  of  rare  varieties. 
For  some  obsolete  stamps  were  current  for 
so  short  a  time  that  they  are  hardly  remem- 
bered where  they  were  issued.  For  example, 
there  is  the  10  c.  Geneva  on  that  page :  you 
will  see  that  it  is  composed  of  duplicate  im- 
pressions of  the  5  c.  stamp,  united  by  the 
words  PORT  CANTONAL,  and  bearing  the  figure 
10  on  the  left  and  the  word  cent  on  the 
right.  Now  the  existence  of  that  stamp  is 
denied  by  many,  but  as  I  have  obtained  a 
postmarked  specimen  from  a  friend,  I  think 
I  am  right  in  considering  it  genuine.' 

'  There  were  stamps  for  the  whole  canton 
of  Zurich,'  Brown  remarked,  *  as  well  as  for 
its  capital,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
caaUon  of  Geneva  should  not  also  have 
required  a  stamp.  By  the  bye,  there  is  no 
getting  those  old  Zurich  stamps  of  '43,  we 
can  only  obtain  the  '50  issue.' 

'These  black  afiairs  are  of  a  later  date, 
then,'  said  the  senor ;  *  I  presume  they  are 
not  in  use  now.' 

*  Oh,  no,'  said  Brown,  *  all  those  cantonal 
stamps  have  been  superseded  by  these  [point- 
ing to  the  present  issue],  which  are  issued 
by  the  Federal  administration.' 


*'  These  handsome  Basle  stamps,  then,  are 
also  obsolete  ? '  inquired  our  host. 

'  They  are,'  I  said ;  *  and  that  reminds  me, 
Brown,  that  in  the  descriptions  published  of 
them  no  mention  is  made  of  the  sealed  enve- 
lope which  the  dove  holds  in  her  month, 
which  really  gives  the  device  a  fine  sym- 
bolical character.  As  the  dove  is  the  emblem 
of  peace  it  is  appropriate  to  represent  it  as 
carrying  a  letter.  For  one  of  the  chief 
blessings  of  peace  i»  the  communication 
which  takes  place  between  the  pacified 
nations,  and  which  is  so  much  increased  by 
aid  of  the  post.' 

*You  have  succeeded  very  well  in  your 
deduction  of  a  lesson  fi'om  the  stamp,'  said 
Torrezzio,  'and  did  I  not  know  how  long  a 
journey  you  have  taken,  I  should  be  reluc- 
tant to  interrupt  it ;  but  we  will  now,  if 
you  please,  adjourn  to  your  English  meal, 
"  dinner,"  which  you  must  I  am  sure 
require ; '  and  so  saying,  led  the  way  into 
a  fine  apartment  where,  in  satisfying  the 
demands  of  nature,  even  the  enchaiiting 
pursuit  of  stamp  collecting  was  forgotten. 

CHAPTER  IX. 

CONCERNING   FTALTAN   8TAMP8. 

We  remained  with  the  hospitable  Torrezaio 
for  upwards  of  a  week,  during  which  we 
visited  all  objects  of  interest  within  an  «wsy 
walk,  including  the  villa  where  the  over- 
throw of  the  Sicilian  government  was  plotted 
by  Garibaldi  and  his  friends. 

In  accordance  with  his  promise  to  assist 
us,  our  host  kindly  searched  his  old  letters 
for  obsolete  Sardinian  stamps,  and  besides  a 
number  of  excellent  used  specimens,  he  was 
fortunate  enough  to  light  upon  some  unob- 
literated  ones  of  the  first  and  second  series, 
all  of  which  he  kindly  gave  us.  Our  Italian 
page  now,  with  the  auxiliary  aid  of  the  post- 
office  for  the  supply  of  the  then  current 
series,  presented  a  much  brighter  appearance 
than  it  did  on  our  entrance  into  Genoa. 

I  was  much  struck  with  the  exceeding 
beauty  of  the  first  issue,  when  compared 
with  the  two  following.  The  design  is  good 
and  the  lettering  clear.  The  second  emission 
is  of  a  very  indistinct  character,  worthy, 
indeed,  to  be  ranked  with  the  old  Natal 
stamps.     It  is  simply  the  design  of  the  first 
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issue  embossed  on  coloured   paper,  and  in 
nsed   specimens    almost    undistinguishable. 
The  third  is  but  a  modification  of  the  second 
issue — the  centre,  on  which  the  king's  head 
was  impressed,  being  left  white, — nor  was 
its  appearance  much  superior  to  that  of  its 
predecessor.     At  length,  in  1856,  the  author- 
ities became  tired  of  stamps  whose  values 
could,  in  fact,  only  be  known  by  their  colours, 
and  a  new  issue  came  out  in  which  the  ori- 
ginal design  was  reverted  to  so  far  as  the 
border  and  inscription   went,   but   the   en- 
graver's partiality  for  relief  was  manifest  in 
the  raised  head  upon  a  white  centre ;  which, 
moreover,  being  impressed  after  the  rest  of 
the  stamp  had  been  printed,  was  hardly  ever 
properly  in  the  middle,  and  was  sometimes 
upside  down.     The  early  issues  comprised 
only  three  values,  viz.,  5,  20,  and  40  c. ;  and 
the  fourth  was  limited  to  them  at  first,  but 
towards  the  end  of  1857,  a  10  c.  bistre  and 
an  80  c.  yellow  were  issued,  and  in  1860*  a 
3  lire  bronze — a  handsome  stamp — came  out. 
Shwtly  before  our  arrival   the   whole   set, 
with  the  exception  of  the  last-men  tioned  stamp, 
was  perforated,  by  which,  as  may  be  supposed, 
their  appearance  was  much  improved. 

It  is  now  usual  to  place  the  1856  issue 
under  the  head  '  Italy  *  in  albums  and 
manuals,  but  though  it  eventually  did  duty 
throughout  the  north  of  the  peninsula,  it 
was  originally  intended  for  Piedmont  alone. 
The  first  real  Italian  stamp  was  the  15  c. 
blue,  issued  on  the  12th  of  February  last 
year,  and  which  bore  the  inscription,  fkanco 

BOLLO  POSTALE  ITALUNO. 

Upon  leaving  Genoa,  we  turned  our  steps 
to  the  capital,  but  have  no  recollections  of 
the  place  to  chronicle  at  all  interesting  to 
collectors.  From  thence  we  started  for  the 
newly-emancipated  Milan,  where  we  were 
able  to  obtain  some  capital  specimens  of  the 
now  obsolete  Lombard  stamps — mementos 
of  (thank  heaven!)  obsolete  Austrian  govern- 
ment. The  '  soldi '  is  still  the  denomination 
of  the  values  of  the  Venetian  stamps,  but  in 
the  good  day  coming  '  soldi '  may  give  way 
to  'centesimi,*  'Kaiser  Franz'  to  '  II  Re 
Galantnomo,'  and  Austrian  tyranny  to  Italian 
liberty. 

(To  he  concluded  in  mir  ncvt). 
•  A  15  c.  blue  was  added  in  January,  1862. 


THE   EDITOR'S   HOLIDAY  TOUR. 

August  comes  on,  bringing  their  annual 
j  holiday  to  the  harder  working  classes  of  the 
•  great  metropolis;  we  mean  councillors  and 
parhameutarians,  with  their  various  depend* 
ants — counsellors,  lawyers,  et  lioc  genus  omne ; 
and  the  hardest  working  of  all,  the  upper  ten 
thousand  fashionables,  with  their  numerous 
satellites,  and  all  that  cater  for  their  gratifi- 
cation, mental  or  corporeal. 

Among  the  humble  tail,  readers,  your 
editor  started  for  his  annual  tour, — peace, 
pleasure,  and  postage  stamps  the  prime  ob- 
jects of  research.  Ho  need  not  dwell  on  the 
passage  from  London  Bridge,  with  its  con- 
comitant horrors,  to  the  neat,  lively  town  of 
Dunkirk — well  worthy  the  day  and  night 
spent  there, — the  rail  to  Lille,  Ghent,  and 
Brussels,  ground  so  frequently  trodden  and 
described  as  to  be  familiar  equally  to  the 
travelled  and  untra veiled.  He  may  simply 
remark  that  neither  the  gentility  of  the 
Belgian  nor  the  magnificence  of  the  French 
capital  afterwards  prevented  nocturnal  ma- 
rauders from  their  foraging  attacks,  and  that 
the  usual  apology  followed,  viz.,  that  '  the 
English  brought  them.* 

Two  trifling  misadventures  only  befel  him: 
the  inextricable  confusion  at  the  Maliries 
junction  carrying  him  to  Brussels  with  a 
ticket  for  Ghent,  and  an  accident  which  can- 
not be  more  fully  particularized  than  as  send- 
ing a  lumbering  five-franc  piece  to  a  bottom- 
less abyss. 

A  few  hours'  stay  in  Louvain  afforded  an 
opportunity  of  viewing  that  most  exquisite 
specimen  of  ornamental  architecture,  the 
townhall.  The  young  collegians  here  used 
to  be  zealous  collectors,  but  the  professors, 
ignoring  the  utility  of  postage  stamps  as  an 
excellent  geographical  exercise,  thought  the 
fancy  too  great  an  interruption  to  their 
studies  and  virtually  prohibited  its  indul- 
gence. 

The  fine  old  capital  of  Charlemagne  was 
the  next  resting  place.  The  antique  build- 
ings, the  curious  amalgam  of  archit-ecture 
in  the  imposing  cathedral,  and  the  view  of 
the  very  spot  covering  the  ashes  of  the  great 
statesman  and  warrior  lying  there,  carry  the 
mind  back  to  remote  ages ;  while  the  busy 
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crowds  engaged  in  the  pursuit  ailer  liealth 
or  pleasure  in  the  gardens  and  kurhatcs, 
present  a  striking  contrast,  full  of  life  and 
animation. 

To  sit  early  in  the  morning  opposite  the 
*  Fountain  of  Eliza,'  listen  to  the  inspiring 
band  of  music,  and  watch  the  varied  groups 
of  promenaders,  was  very  amusing.  Almost 
every  individual  carried  his  or  her  own 
drinking  cup  to  the  dismal-looking  subter- 
raneous fountain.  They  were  all  similar  in 
size  and  shape — a  simply  handled  beaker — 
hut  very  varied  in  colour,  from  plain  white 
earthenware  to  the  brightest  ruby  Bohemian 
glass.  The  morning  was  rather  showery, 
and  gave  full  opportunity  to  the  German 
part  of  the  company  for  showing  their  dread 
of  catching  cold,  targe,  strong-looking  men 
were  wrapped  up  in  greatcoats,  cloaks,  and 
mufflers  as  in  the  depth  of  winter's  snow. 

In  the  after  part  of  the  day  a  walk  to  the 
summit  of  the  Louisberg  was  well  repaid  by 
the  extensive  and  beautiful  view  of  the  city 
and  surrounding  country  obtainable  there- 
from. The  gamins  of  the  Aix-la-Chapelle 
have  somehow  contrived  to  import  the  knack 
of  transmuting  themselves  into  living  wheels, 
in  the  same  manner  as  their  London  con- 
geners, for  the  chance  of  a  few  halfpence 
from  admiring  passengers.  They  are  terribly 
importunate,  and  a  great  nuisance  just  as 
one  is  admiring  the  beauties  of  the  scenery. 

Cologne  and  its  glorious  cathedral  it  would 
be  superogatory  to  dwell  upon.  It  shows 
well  for  the  state  of  religious  feeling  on  the 
continent,  that,  in  almost  every  city  entered, 
the  cathedrals  and  churches  are  in  a  state  of 
renovation  and  repair.  Murray  writes  of 
the  bones  of  St.  Ursula's  ten  thousand 
virgins  conspicuously  lining  the  church  of 
that  saint  in  Cologne.  On  the  contrary, 
they  are  scarcely  distinguishable,  and  it  is 
likely  the  writer  had  in  view  the  small  chapel 
of  San  Bernardino  del  Monte,  in  Milan,  whose 
walls  are  really  almost  covered  with  bones 
and  skulls.  Cologne  first,  and  many  cities 
afterwards,  were  noticeable  for  closed  pews, 
so  unusual  in  catholic  places  of  worship, 
some  of  them  as  exclusive  and  high-backed 
as  those  in  English  country  churches. 

The  much-vaunted  scenery  of  the  Rhine, 
from  (/ologne  to  Coblentz,  divested  of  its 


legendary,  romantic,  and  historical  associa- 
tions, is  equalled,  if  not  surpassed,  by  that 
on  the  banks  of  many  a  less  celebrated 
stream.  To  the  extent  of  the  writer's  know- 
ledge, from  personal  observation  or  travellers' 
description,  no  ten  miles  panoramic  view  in 
the  world  can  be  surpassed  by  that  frt)m  the 
banks  of  the  canal  from  Bath  to  Bradford- 
on-Avon.  From  Coblentz  to  Mayenee  the 
impressions  received  are  much  more  en- 
chanting, but  the  views  from  the  heights  far 
exceed  in  beauty  the  views  of  them. 

Wiesbaden  gave  two  or  three  days  of  plea- 
surable repose.  Walks  in  the  lovely  gardens 
and  environs  in  the  day  time ;  the  reading 
room,  well  supplied  with  newspapers  in  all 
languages,  liberally  open  to  visitors;  lounging 
through  the  suite  of  gambling  rooms,  more 
magnificent  even  than  those  of  Baden-Baden ; 
the  well-arranged  Grerman  band ;  a  ball  in  the 
splendid  saloon  enlivened  by  the  elegant 
dresses  of  the  ladies  and  the  varied  uniforms 
of  Austria,  Prussia,  and  Hesse ;  and  the 
once-dismal  pond  brill&ntly  illuminated  with 
coloured  fires  in  the  evening,  formed  a  mag- 
nificent resource  for  idle  activity.  Here  we 
met  with  a  collector,  and  exhibiting  a  small 
assortment  of  unused  British  colonials,  were 
confidently  assured,  in.  ignorance  of  our  birth- 
place, that  they  wore  all  forged  in  London ! 

A  day  or  two  in  Frankfort,  enlivened  by 
an  excursion  to  the  aristocratic  baths  of 
Homburg,  follows.  The  pleasure  grounds 
are  more  extensive  than  those  of  Baden  or 
Wiesbaden,  but  the  environs  cannot  vie  with 
those  of  the  latter,  or  at  all  approach  the 
enchanting  beauty  of  the  former.  Its  kur- 
saal,  however,  is  elegantly  gorgeous.  Not 
long  before  our  visit,  two  far  opposite  cir- 
cumstances, both  equally  characteristic  of 
such  places,  occurred.  An  American  gentle- 
man won  thirty  thousand  pounds  at  a  sitting, 
and  within  a  few  days  a  less  lucky  gamester 
was  discovered  suspended  to  one  of  the  trees 
in  a  neighbouring  wood. 

Having  occasion  to  visit  the  old  university 
of  Giessen,  and  wishing  to  procure  a  set  of 
the  Hesse  Cassel  postage  stamps  for  our  owa 
collection,  we  journeyed  an  extra  twenty 
miles  expressly  to  obtain  them  ;  but  the 
trouble  and  expense  were  amply  repaid  by  a 
stroll  through  the  neat  old  town  of  Marborg 
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and  the  extensiye  and  surpassingly  lovely 
view  fi*om  its  castle  on  the  heights.  We 
procured  the  requisite  specimens ;  the  offi- 
cials— though  at  first  unable  to  comprehend 
why  we  wanted  to  choose  one  ^m  a  packet 
of  envelopes,  assuring  us  they  were  all  pre- 
cisely of  the  same  value — when  apprised  of 
the  real  motive,  politely  allowed  us  not  only 
to  take  the  brightest  coloured  and  cleanest 
of  the  envelopes,  but  actually  to  choose  a 
single  specimen  from  each  whole  sheet !  We 
may  add  that  this  favour  was  accorded  us  in 
the  Tyrol,  Venetia,  Bavaria,  Wurtemburg, 
and,  in  fisujt,  at  every  place  at  which  we 
applied  except  Geneva,  where  we  were  told 
we  must  take  what  was  given  us  or  none. 
We  chose  the  latter  alternative,  and  there- 
upon obtained  what  we  wanted. 

There  must  be  collectors  in  Homburg,  as 
we  observed  sheets  of  postage  stamps  hang- 
ing in  some  of  the  booksellers*  windows. 
There  were  some  also  exposed  for  sale  in 
Darmstadt,  which  was  our  next  stopping 
place.  In  this  part  of  Germany  the  traveller 
is  not  annoyed  by  the  disagreeable  custom 
of  confinement  in  the  waiting  rooms  till  the 
train  is  on  the  point  of  starting. 

The  refreshment  room  at  Darmstadt  is 
large  and  commodious.  Its  exterior  presents 
ihreQ  doors,  labelled  respectively,  first,  second, 
and  third  class  ;  but  they  open  into  the  self- 
same apartment,  and  the  passengers  did  not 
seem  particular  in  selecting  their  appropriate 
entrances.  A  long  well-furnished  table  occu- 
pies the  centre  of  the  room,  on  which  is  first- 
class  provender.  A  number  of  separate 
tables  in  addition,  seem  to  be  understood  as 
appertaining  to  the  second  and  third  class 
visitors.  The  scene  was  most  animated,  and 
enlivened  by  the  varied  costumes  of  different 
classes  and  nations.  A  priest  and  a  nun 
entered  and  sat  down,  the  former  to  a  sub- 
stantial meal  of  meat,  fried  potatoes,  and 
wine,  the  latter  to  simple  coffee  and  dry 
bread.  An  elegantly  dressed  young  lady,  in 
company  with  two  stylish  German  swells, 
showed  herself  at  the  door,  and  apparently 
not  liking  the  heterogeneous  appearance  of 
the  company,  flounced  out  again.  Her  com- 
panions, however,  must  have  persuaded  her 
to  think  better  of  it,  as  they  soon  returned 
and  placed  themselves  at  the  table.      The 


young  men  were  supplied  with  savory  pies, 
but  file  damsel  would  take  nothing  so  un- 
ethereal,  and  contented  herself  for  a  while 
with  some  lighter  comestibles.  Appetite, 
nevertheless,  proved  stronger  than  dignity, 
and  we  watched  her  sail  up  to  the  buffet, 
trifle  with  some  of  the  pastry,  &c.,  and  end, 
when  she  thought  herself  unobserved,  by 
purchasing  and  pocketing  a  substantial  pie ! 

The  glorious  old  castle  of  Heidelberg  was 
well  worth  the  evening  and  morning  spent 
in  it.  Minor  objects  of  curiosity  there,  and 
elsewhere  in  the  neighbourhood,  are  the 
peculiar  pumps,  with  their  enormous  handles 
swaying  both  ways. 

The  great  square  of  the  handsome  and 
picturesque  city  of  Stuttgart,  which  we  next 
visited,  forms  as  striking  a  coup  d'  ceil  as 
artist  or  architect  could  desire.  The  royal 
mews  are  still  striking  reminders  of  the 
name  of  the  place,  very  spacious  and  well 
filled,  the  name  of  each  horse  in  his  own 
stall.  The  Filial  post-office  was  rather  puz- 
zling at  first,  till  we  ascertained  the  purport 
of  the  appellation  as  answering  to  what  we 
here  call  a  district  office.  In  the  Royal 
Gardens  we  saw  a  baby  strapped  to  a  sort 
of  tray,  and  thus  conveniently  carried  by  its 
nurse  in  a  position  such  as  would  not  let  it 
lie  otherwise  than  perfectly  straight.  We 
never  saw  such  a  contrivance  elsewere,  and 
it  may  have  been  remedial  for  a  spinal  com- 
plaint. 

We  should  like  our  road  commissioners  to 
take  pattern  by  the  Stuttgart  watering  ma- 
chines, which  consist  of  hose  affixed  to  plugs 
in  the  streets,  and  skilftilly  manoeuvred  by 
careful  labourers,  cast  a  fine  gentle  shower 
over  the  public  ways,  perfectly  allaying  the 
dust  without  any  of  the  deluge  of  splash  and 
mud  raised  by  the  clumsy  contrivance  here. 
A  Uke  effect  is  produced  by  the  extended 
hose  of  the  Paris  carts  and  the  extraordinary- 
looking  affair,  like  a  huge  animal  with  a 
gigantic  tail,  employed  in  Milan. 

An  agreeable  ride  through  the  verdant 
level  of  Wiirtemburg,  brought  us  to  the 
frontier  town  of  Aim,  where  we  passed  the 
night  in  comfortable  quarters.  Our  room 
was  scrupulously  clean  ;  and  though  the 
customary  German  pie  dish  and  milk  jug  did 
duty  as  basin  and  ewer,  the  former  was  large 
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and  deep  and  the  smallness  of  the  latter  was 
atoned  for  by  the  largest  water  earaff  we 
ever  met  with.  An  early  morning  ramble 
introduced  us  to  the  fine  old  cathedral,  with 
roof  like  that  of  a  Titanic  bam,  the  antique 
buildings,  and  the  first  sight  of  the  majestic 
Danube. 

Three  varieties  of  Wurtemburg  envelopes 
are  catalogaed,  which  we  wished  to  procure ; 
and  it  is  another  of  the  many  instances  of 
the  obtuseness  of  postal  officials  in  regard  to 
what  might  be  supposed  familiar  to  them, 
tliat  both  here  and  at  Stuttgart,  we  were 
toll  there  had  never  been  but  one  sort, 
nor  was  anything  known  at  either  place 
of  the  stamp  for  returned  letters,  or  at 
Munich  respecting  the  white  local  three 
kreuzer. 

The  Wurtemburg  and  Bavarian  railway 
carriages  are  roomy  and  comfortable,  both 
second  and  third  class  being  provided  with 
hat  and  coat  pegs,  and  built  after  the 
American  pattern.  The  want  of  speed  is 
compensated  for  by  the  pleasantness  of  the 
landscape,  which  the  freedom  from  cuttings 
gives  full  opportunity  of  enjoying.  Running 
in  most  parts  on  a  perfect  level  and  with 
scarcely  any  fences,  one  is  reminded,  espe- 
cially on  passing  the  villages,  of  a  drive  with 
post  horses  through  some  of  the  rural 
distritfts  of  England. 

The  imposing  buildings,  superb  palaces, 
splendid  monuments,  and  glorious glyptotheck 
and  pinacotheck  of  Munich,  all  of  which  are 
so  situated  as  to  be  seen  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, contrasted  with  the  mistakes  and  mis- 
management observable  in,  and  partial  invi- 
sibility of,  our  own  public  edifices,  make  one 
wonder  at  the  great  effects  achieved  by  the 
comparatively  small  resources  of  so  thii'd- 
rate  a  power  as  Bavaria.  There  must  be 
either  the  perfection  of  good  management 
there,  or  unpardonable  recklessness  or  job- 
bery here. 

We  were  rather  amused  at  what  is  called 
the  English  Garden,  in  which  we  could  per- 
ceive no  sign  of  a  flower.  It  is,  in  fact,  a 
vast  shrubbery,  ornamented  with  a  minia- 
ture lake.  We  ascended  the  interminable 
staii*case  leading  to  the  interior  of  the  head 
of  the  colossal  statue  of  Bavaria,  large  enough 
to  contain  a  dozen  people.    What  a  wondrous 


effect  such  an  effigy  would  prodace  on  the 
top  of  Primrose  Hill  I 

After  the  flatness  of  Bavarian  landscape, 
the  *  green  hills  of  Tyrol,*  topped  with  ever- 
lasting snow,  afford  a  most  aJbtTactive  con- 
trast. The  situation  of  Innspruck  is  almost 
unrivalled.  One  evening  we  walked  to  a 
neighbouring  village,  and  entering  a  charch 
were  struoJc  with  the  pious  demeanour  and 
poor  appearance  of  the  congregation.  Shoes 
were  quite  the  exception,  and  stockings  a 
still  greater  rarity. 

The  ride  by  the  diligence  from  Innspruck 
to  Botzen  over  the  pass  of  the  Breuner,  re- 
paid for  the  many  hours  consumed  thereon. 
The  verdant,  vine-clad  lowlands ;  the  white- 
capped  mountains ;  secluded  villages,  perched 
in  appai-ently  inaccessible  locaUties,  invari- 
ably signalized  by  a  church  spire ;  the  dash- 
ing, noisy  watercourses;  and  the  romantic 
associations  called  up  by  occasional  glimpses 
of  masonry  of  the  period  of  the  Great  Empire, 
all  tended  to  enhance  the  pleasures  of  the 
way. 

Sterzing,  inhabited  two  thousand  years 
ago,  was  the  night*s  resting  place.  There 
we  paid  for  a  cup  of  indifferent  coffee  thrice 
the  charge  for  a  large,  clean  bedroom  and 
the  requisite  attendance,  simply  because  we 
asked  for  it  at  an  unreasonable  time,  and  the 
good  people  of  these  primitive  districts  do 
not  hke  to  be  put  out  of  their  way  ! 

Brixen,  the  next  midday's  point  de  sdjour^ 
boasts  some  finely-carved  ancient  tombs,  and 
a  richly  cloistered  cathedral.  Strolling 
under  the  picturesque  arcades  of  this  semi- 
ItaUan  town  and  wishing  to  get  a  25  kreuzer 
envelope,  we  were  evidently  considered  little 
better  than  an  ignoramus,  because  we  could 
not  be  made  to  comprehend  that  a  15  kr. 
and  a  10  kr.  stamp  would  do  as  welL 

In  this  out  of  the  way  recess  of  the  Tyro- 
lean Alps,  we  should  scarcely  have  expected 
to  behold,  as  we  did,  an  English  translation 
of  some  of  our  immortal  bard  of  Avon's 
works  in  a  shop  window.  Nixey's  blacklead, 
Whitechapel  needles,  and  Bass's  pale  ale 
seem  to  have  penetrated  every  comer  of 
Germany  and  Italy,  and  few  gazettes  are  so 
obscure  as  not  to  announce  the  world-wide- 
famous  remedies  of  Holloway. 

The  enchantingly-situated  town  of  Botzen 
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was  the  second  iiight*B  halting  spot.  Not- 
withstanding the  dryness  of  the  season,  the 
verdure  of  this  place  dazzled  the  eyes.  The 
Italian  arcades,  fronting  the  long,  cool  shops 
and  warerooms,  formed  a  pleasant  retreat 
from  the  heat  of  the  snn.  The  cathedral 
contains  a  few  good  pictures.  In  an  AcUn-a- 
tion  of  the  Magi  the  smiling  expression  of  the 
infimt's  countenance  is  exquisitely  portrayed. 
In  all  the  paintings  on  that  subject  we  have 
seen,  and  few  churches  and  no  public  or 
private  collections  are  without  one,  the  'wise 
men '  are  evidently  portraits,  and  the  paint- 
ings, as  evidently,  done  to  order,  to  transmit 
the  painter's  patrons  to  posterity  under 
characters  so  estimable. 

The  great  plain  of  the  Adige  being  now 
reached,  the  railroad  comes  into  operation, 
though  we  saw  advanced  preparations  for 
levelling  and  tunnelling  many  a  far  mile  to  the 
north  of  Botzen.  We  rested  a  night  at  Trent, 
and  visited  the  old  church  whei*e  the  famous 
council  was  held,  and  which  exhibits  what 
professes  to  be  a  picture  of  that  august 
assembly  such  as  it  existed.  Thence  a  few 
hours*  stay  at  the  noble  city  of  Verona,  at 
which  we  had  paid  a  more  lengthened  visit 
previously,  showed  the  costly  tombs  of  the 
Scaligers  under  repair.  We  fear,  in  process 
of  time,  that  all  the  vestiges  of  antiquity  will 
be  lost  sight  of  through  reptdrs,  except  the 
imperishable  pyramids  of  Egypt,  and  ihat 
all  ancient  architecture  will  be  like  the  old 
stamps  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  merely  re- 
vivals. 

A  few  hours  more  of  railroad,  and  two  or 
three  miles  of  onmibus  ride  brought  us  over 
bridges  and  moats,  under  gates  and  portcul- 
lises, to  the  strongest  fortress  in  Venetia,  the 
once  glorious,  still  busy  and  populous  Mantua. 

No.  VI. 
ADDENDA  to  MOUNT  BROWN'S  CAT- 
ALOGUE  OP  BRITISH,   COLONIAL, 
AND  FOREIGN  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 
Fifth  Edition. 

by  mount  brown. 

Sept.,  1864.     Same  d^ice  as  1862  on  white 
grmmd.     Col.  imp.;  square. 
1  kr.  black. 


KSSAYS^. 

Inscription  [beL(1IQL'k]  head  of  Kimj  Leopold  J. 
to  left  in  col.  oval.     Col.  imp. ;  red. 

20  cs.  rose,  oval  blue. 
20  es.  blue,  oval  rose. 
20  cs.  green,  oval  pink. 

Irunstnifh. 

Sept.,  1864.  Same  device  as  1H52.  Col.  imp.; 
ohlonij. 

1  silb.  g^.  yellow. 

Canaba. 

PRIVATE    POSTAGE    LABEL. 

Liscription  [ker's  city  post],  Prince  of  Wales' 
plume  atid  motto.  Black  imp. ;  lanje 
ohUmg. 

Id.  orange. 

(great  Britain. 

ENVELOPE    ESSAYS. 

Sume  device  as  No.  5,  paje  80.     Col.  imp. ; 
oval. 
Violet. 
Same  device  as  No.  18,  2)agr  32.     Col.  imj) ; 
oval. 
Green. 
Rose. 

|t»ll!. 

ESSAYS. 

Same  designs  as  values  No.  4,  page  40.  Col. 
imp. ;  rect, 

30  cent  rose-lake. 
40     „     blue. 
2  lire  red-brown. 

gletklenlwrg, 

Oct.,   1864.      Amis   crowned   in    white   relief 
ivithin  inscribed  engine-turned  rectangular 
frame,  inscription   [mecklenb.   strelitz] 
at  sides,  figures  indicating  value  in  each 
an^le.     Col.  imp. ;  rect. 
^  silb.  gr.  green. 
\    „      »     orange. 
1  schilling  mauve. 
Arms  crowned  in  white  relief  within  iuscrihed 
engine-turned     oval     franw,     inscription 
[mecklenb.  strelitz]  above,  figure  indi- 
eating  value  in  oval  on   each  side,    and 
value  in  words  below.     Col.  imp. ;  oct. 
1  silb.  gr.  rose. 


168 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE.         [Nov.  1,  18M. 


2  ailb.  gr.  bine. 

3  „     „     brown. 

KNVELOPEB. 

Same  device  as  latl,  hrown  enveliype,  inscription 
on  right.   Col.  imp. ;  ocl. 

1  silb.  gr.  rose. 

2  „     „     blue. 

y     „     „     brown. 

mti>  statu. 

LOCAL  STAUFS. 

Blood'g  degpatchfor  the  post' u^re.    Black  imp, 

on  dotted  bliie  ground ;  ohiong. 
lllood's    degpntch   stamp    for   Phila,  deHvonj ; 

office  26  f  28,  So.  '6lh  St.     Bed  imp. ; 

circular. 
White. 
Yellow. 
Broadicaij  post-office  (gtmm  engine).      Blade 

imp. ;  square. 
City  delivery  G.  &  M,  San  Francisco.  Col.  imp.,- 

6  (cents)  blue. 
Hussey's  bank  and  insuranee  special  message 
post,  50,  WilliavL  Sti-eef,chses  at  11  a.m., 
dale  (1863)  indiraled.     Col.  imp. ;  oct. 
Rose, 

Red. 

Yellow. 
BIbcIc. 

Jntemational    letter    e-rpreee.       Black    imp.  ; 
ohkmg. 

2  cents  yellow. 

2     „      green. 

Kidder's  city  express  (courier), 

2  c.  blue-green. 
WeUe,  Fargo,  ^  C-.,  pony  express,  if  enclosed 
in  our  franks.     Col,  imp,;  reel, 
26  cents,  ^  oz.,  vermilion. 

EN\' ELOPE, 

iTetropiilitaii  Errand  aitd   Carrier  Hjipress  Co. 
Bed  imp,  ill  relief;  shield-shaped, 
2  eentK  on  white  paper. 
2     „        „  yellow  paper. 
All  references  are  made  to  the  fifth  edition ; 
und  where  a  note  of  interrogation  is  placed 
before  the  description  of  a  stamp,  it  implies 
Tliat  there  is  some  doubt  ae  to  its  anthen- 
t  ic'ity  as  a  postage  Inhd,  and  any  information 
■ispecting  it  would  be  acceptable. 


NEWLY-ISSUED  OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
We  have  the  agreeable  task  of  notifying  an 
unexpected  bat  bloodies  revolation,  the  news 
of  whicli  must  have  proved  most  interesting, 
in  different  ways,  both  to  stamp  vendoru  aiid 
Htflmp  collectors.  We  allude  to  the  revolt  of 
Mecklenburg- St relitz  from  the  thraldom  of 
the  Thum  and  Taxifi  post-office,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  series  of  postal  labels  Mid 
envelopes  for  its  own  exclusive  use.  We 
trust  no  statistician  will  publish  a  treatise  on 
the  euonnons  amount  of  correspondence  this 
year  in  the  above  state,  deceived  by  the  vast 
sale  of  its  postage  stamps ;  because,  if  unac- 
qnainted  with  the  spread  of  Umbrotnanie,  he 
can  have  no  idea  of  the  disproportionate 
number  that  will  have  been  sold  purely  for 
album  purposes.  Indeed,  we  should  not  be 
surprised  to  learn  that  the  government  of 
that  small  state  had  a  shrewd  idea  of  fiscal 
gain  in  the  utterance  of  the  tasteful  and 
attractive  eerit 
are  subjoined. 


B  of  stamps,  specimens  of  which 


They  will  be  too  familiar 
to  tbe  eyes  of  moat  stamp 
collectors  ere  this  sees  the 
light,  to  need  much  descrip- 
tion. We  may  remark  that, 
though  very  similar  in  ap- 
pearance to,  they  are  a  de- 
cided improvement  apon  the 
now  apparently  conventional 

type  of  the  later  series  of  German  stamps; 

tue  square  form  being  mnch  better  calcolated 

for  artistic  effect  than  any  other,  as  far  as 

regards  postage  stamps. 

There  are  six  labels — 1  schilling  violet,  for 

inland  postage ;   ^  silber  groschen  umnge,  ^ 

B.  gr.  green,  1   s.  gr.  rose,  2  s.  gr.   blue, 

3  a.  gr.  brown ;  printed  in  colour  on  white. 

The     envelopes,     three     in 

number,   1   s.   gr.,  2  s.   gr,, 

and  3  s.  gr.,  are  of  the  same    [j 

colours  as  the  corresponding    If 

adhesives.     Like  the  gene-    Ik 

ralitj'    of    German    impres-    (I 

siona,  the  covers  are  more 

deeply  impressed  than  the 

labels.      We  append  engravings  of  two  of 

these  stamps,  the  g  s.  gr,  and  the  1  s.  gr. 
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Id  addition  to  the  elegantly-engrnTed  pair 
of  San  Tomaa  and  La  Gnaim  stamps,  and 
the  ngly  1  ceatavo,  there  are  the  j  centavo 
black  on  white,  2  centftvo,  »ic,  on  green,  S  c.  on 
yellow,  and  4  c.  on  blue.  All  these  '  centavo' 
atampB  are  wretchedly  printed,  and  on  dull, 
dii-ty  colours.  Were  we  not  informed  on 
indubitable  authority  that  they  are  gennine 
emissions,  we  shonld  have  given  Hamburg 
the  credit  of  their  introduction  to  the  postal 
world.  Collectors  were  puzzled  at  the  in- 
scribed SAN  TOHAS  ou  the  earlier  issue.  This 
tamed  out  to  be  no  other  than  the  well- 
known  Danish  island,  and  in  the  new  im- 
pressions figures  as  such ;  and  the  Spanish 
word,  PAQUETE,  becomes  the  simple  English, 
packet. 

An  engraving  of  the  re- 
pudiated stamp  of  Utah  is 
sDbioined.  We  snppose 
firigham  Young's  anthority 
for  ite  non-ezisteuce  may 
be  accepted,  notwithstaud- 
nig  the  positive  assurances 
of  interested  vendors. 

A  correspondent  affords  ns  the  following 
information  on  a  qneer-looking  stamp  ex- 
hibiting a  galloping  courier.  It  was  printed 
in  dull  green  on  yellow  paper  envelope,  and 
issued  by  a  Califomian  Lett«r  Express  com- 
pany, for  the  purpose  of  transporting  letters 
to  and  from  the  city.  After  an  unsuccessful 
career  of  one  year,  the  speculation  failed 
about  two  years  since.  They  cost  10  cents 
each  when  in  operation. 

The  1  cent  and  2  cents  large  figures  of 
Honolulu  are  now  printed  in  white,  not  on 
Blightly  tinted  bine  paper  as  formerly.  One 
of  the  most  complete  col- 
lections of  a  zealous  ama- 
teur in  the  metropolis  now 
exhibits  an  almost  unique 
specimen  of  the  13  cents 
of  the  Sandwich  Isles  ear- 
liest issue.  It  is  similar 
to  the  1  and  2  cents,  with 
the  addition  of  a  little 
extra  ornamentation.  It 
is  perfectly  gennine,  its  fortunate  pos- 
sessor having  obtained  it  from  the  British 


IS  ju  Cents. 


The  shilling  yelloi 


and  sixpenny  violet 


Uanritina  labels  are  now  much  richer  in  tint 
than  before.  We  understand  the  yellow 
envelope  no  longer  exiais.  The  penny  Ceylon 
appears  of  a  very  full  blue  colour,  and  the 
New  Zealand  penny  is  also  of  a  much  deeper 
shade  than  before.  In  fact,  so  varying  are 
the  tints  of  the  recent  issues  that  some  of 
our  most  enthusiastic  collectors  have  almost 
decided  not  to  '  go  in '  for  varieties  in  colour. 
The  Humboldt  express 
stomp,  of  which  the  in- 
scription sufficiently  ex- 
plains its  value,  destina- 
tion, and  purpose,  is  very 
nicely  engraved,  hut  the 
extremely  ineffective  co- 
lour, a  dull  pale  brown. 


militi 


1  ap- 


We  alluded  in  a  late  number  to  the  early 
uupubliHbed  essaj-s  of  envelopes  for  Bavaria. 
We  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  them  in  Paris  lately. 
They  are  six  in  number,  all 
the  same  value,  3  kr.,  bear- 
ing the   national  ams  in    i 
relief.  The  colours  are  pale 
greenish  -yellow,    brown, 
green,  lilac,  a  nameless  red 
— something  between  rose 
and  marooe, — and  blue. 

The  series  of  Baden  stamps  on  a  white 
ground  is  now  completed  by  the  addition  of 
the  black  I  kreuzer.  The  1  silber  groschen 
of  Brunswick  instead  of  being  black  on  yellow, 
has  been  altered  to  yellow  on  whito;  and 
the  blue  5  of  Mecklenburg  Schwerin  is  bistre 
coloured  like  the  envelope  of  the  same  value. 
The  subjoined  BelgiaD 
essay  is  too  simple.  The 
absence  of  the  name  of  its 
country  is  a  great  defect, 
and  the  value  is  nut  con- 
spicuous enough.  Printed 
in  two  colours,  according 
to  the  programme,  with 
the  amendments  suggest- 
ed, we  think  it  would  be  very  effective. 

Essays  and  essays!  A  dozen  more  for 
Mexico.  One  series  has  the  emperor's  pro- 
file, aud  another  his  full  face  in  an  orna- 
mental oval.     Kach  series  consists  of  two 
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values,  ^  real  and  1  real.  The  framework  of 
the  former  is  yellow,  green,  or  red  on  white, 
of  the  latter  oi'ange,  blue,  and  rose.  The 
effigy  in  all  cases  is  black. 

We  could  go  on  describing  essays,  almost 
numberless,  English,  French,  Belgian,  Prus- 
sian, Ac.,  with  which  our  eyes  were  feasted 
during  our  late  stay  in  Paris ;  but  we  had 
not  sufficient  time  to  take  notes,  and  dare 
not  trust  our  memory  for  sufficient  accuracy. 
We  hope  at  a  future  period  to  treat  our 
readers  with  a  detailed  account  of  them. 
Comparatively  few  have  ever  been  catalogued 
or  even  noted.  Of  all  the  envelopes  we  have 
ever  seen,  we  think  the  beautiful — but, 
from  some  unknown  cause,  unaccepted — 
essays  of  Barre  the  most  elegant.  They 
somewhat  resemble  the  fourpenny  of  Ceylon, 
but  are  the  same  size  as  those  of  Canada. 
The  emperor's  head  comes  out  in  striking 
relief. 

The  livonians  have  at  last  obtained  per- 
mission from  the  Russian  government  to 
impress  the  arms  of  their  province  on  their 
local  stamps,  thereby  filling  up  the  unmeaning 
patch  of  green  hitherto  so  conspicuous ;  and 
we  think,  from  reliable  information,  that 
collectors  may  regard  these  long-doubted 
and  mysterious  individuals  as  an  *  accom- 
plished fact.' 

Country  subscribers  must  be  familiar  with 
the  invariable  practice  of  a  flock  of  sheep  to 
follow  the  leader,  right  or  wrong.  We  have 
already  chronicled  the  appearance  of  two 
local  British  postal  parcel  emissions,  and  we 
have  now  to  note  two  more.  Should  the 
example  be  generally  adopted,  as  many  pages 
of  an  album  will  have  to  be  devoted  to  British 
as  at  present  to  the  United  States  locals. 

One  of  them  emanates  from  the  Edinburgh 
and  Glasgow  railway,  and  is  identical  with 
that  for  the  Caledonian  railway,  figured  in 
our  last,  with  the  natural  exception  of  name 
and  number.  The  other,  for  the  London  and 
North  Western,  is  more  pretentious  in  ap- 
pearance, being  just  double  in  size.  It 
is  printed  in  green  on  white.  A  large 
lozenge  is  inserted  in  two  triangles,  whose 
points,  were  they  visible,  would  touch  each 
other.  In  the  centre  of  the  lozenge  is  a  large 
3d.,  and  on  the  white  triangles  and  upper 
part  of  the  fttime  of  the  lozenge  is  London 


AND  NORTH  WESTERN   RAILWAY   COMPANY.       PRK- 

PAiD    NEWSPAPER    PARCEL.      Four  triangular 
interstices  are  filled  in  with  ornamentation. 

We  refer  our  readers  to  the  pages  of  the 
magazine  of  Mons.  Moens  for  a  description  and 
figure  of  a  rare  French  essay,  bearing  a  very 
fine  engraving  of  the  imperii  eagle;  and  the  2 
soldi  bollo  straordinario  of  Tuscany,  supposed 
to  have  been  in  use  anterior  to  the  '  lion ' 
series.  Both  these  stamps  are  among  those 
we  spoke  of  as  having  seen  in  Paris.  The 
mention  of  the  *  Hon '  reminds  us  how  we 
were  deceived,  in  Italy,  into  purchasing  a 
couple  of  specimens  of  fictitious  2  soldi.  We 
bought  them  by  candlehght,  and  did  not 
immediately  observe  the  deception.  Most 
probably  similar  impostors  will  find  their 
way  to  England,  we  would,  therefore,  caution 
collectors  to  be  wary  in  accepting  these  rare 
stamps.  Those  we  allude  to  were  made 
from  genuine  I  crazie  stamps  on  blue  paper. 
The  value  was  eradicated  by  some  means, 
and  the  space  carefttUy  filled  with  colouring 
so  as  to  leave.  2  soldi  distinctly  marked. 
The  deception  is  easily  observiible  by  day- 
light, the  added  colour  not  being  precisely 
the  shade  of  the  rest  of  the  stamp.  More- 
over,  the  2  soldi  is  always  found  printed  in 
bright  red,  never  in  the  lake  red  of  the  1 
crazia  lions. 

The  16  skilling  of  Denmark,  grey,  com- 
pletes the  series  of  the  latest  issue  of  that 
country. 

We  regret  to  have  to  inform  our  readers 
that  we  are  this  month  unable  to  present 
them  with  the  promised  engraving  of  the 
rare  Buenos  Ayres  stamp.  While  in  the 
hands  of  the  engraver,  it  was  accidentally 
mislaid — ^we  hope  not  lost. 

NOTES  ON  THE  FIRST  SERIES  OF 
NEW  SOUTH  WALES  POSTAGE 
STAMPS. 

BY   DE.  J.  E.  GRAY,  F.R.S.,   F.L.S.,    F.Z.S.,  ETC.,  OF 
THE   BRITISH   MUSEUM. 

When  first  the  Australian  colonies  issued 
postage  stamps  they  seem  to  have  employed 
the  artists  that  were  available  in  the  colony, 
and  each  time  that  a  supply  of  stamps  were 
wanted,  or  as  soon  as  the  copper  plate  thai 
had  been  engraved  was  too  much  worn  for 
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use,  a  new  stamp  was  engraved.  No  doubt 
the  directions  were  that  the  stamp  should  be 
as  much  like  the  former  one  as  possible,  but 
80  difficult  is  it  to  copy  exactly,  that  most, 
indeed,  I  may  almost  say  all,  of  the  stamps 
so  engraved  differ  from  those  formerly  used 
in  some  one,  or  more,  more  or  less  important 
particulars. 

Such  being  the  case,  I  have  examined  the 
yarions  stamps  of  this  aeries  that  have  come 
into  my  hands,  and  Messrs.  Stafford  Smith  Sd 
Smith  have  most  kindly  placed  all  those  that 
they  had  in  stock  at  my  disposal  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examination^  and  Mrs.  Gray  has  in  her 
collection  variations  which  may  be  distin- 
goished  as  follows.  I  have  not  any  eightpenny 
stamps  at  my  disposal  at  present,  but  will 
describe  them,  and  any  other  varieties,  on  a 
future  occasion.  I  have  no  doubt  there  are 
several  more,  and  I  shaU  be  glad  to  examine 
any  stamps  of  the  kind  that  any  correspondent 
may  kindly  send  to  me  for  the  purpose,  and 
describe  them  at  some  future  time.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  examination  and  deter- 
mination of  such  minute  particulars  is  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  the  younger  stamp  collec- 
tors, as  teaching  them  to  examine  closely  and 
distinguish  small  particulars  with  accuracy. 
The  secondary  series  of  stamps  do  not 
afford  such  variation,  as  the  plates  used  are 
stmck  from  the  same  die. 

L     Portrait    of   the    Queen    to   the  left 
crowned   with  laurel,  in  oblong  disc,  with 
POSTAGE  in  large  white  letters  in  an  arched 
label  above,  in  an  oblong  erect  fi*ame,  in- 
scribed New  SOUTH  WALES  on  sides  and  above, 
and  ONE  PENNY  below,  with  a  four-rayed  star 
at  each  angle.     The  upper  label  with  a  tri- 
angle and    three  horizontal  leaves  at  each 
end.    Bed  ink. 
o.    The    disc  with  distinct  perpendicular 
and  waved  oblique  cross  lines.    Inscrip- 
tion of  these  in  rather  large  well-made 
letters.     Portrait,   good  ;   shaded  with 
continuous  and  dotted  lines.     Purplish- 
red. 
b.  Like  a.,  but  disc  with  crowded  thick 
perpendicular  lines,  and  very  obscure 
waved  oblique  close  cross  lines.     The 
letters    smaller    and    sharp.      Portrait 
shaded  with  continuous  and  a  few  broken 
lines.     Orange  ink. 


c.    Like   2^.,   but    the   disc    is    uniformly 

coloured  without   any   apparent   lines. 

Letters  rather  larger.     Orange  ink. 

II.     Very  like  No.  I.,  but  the  end  of  the 

upper  part  of  the  frame,  with  four  or  five 

leaves  on  a  more   or  less  long  stem«    Two 

PENCE.     Printed  in  blue  ink. 

a.  On  bluish  paper.  The  disc  with  rather 
close,  broad  perpendicular  lines,  with 
very  thin  oblique  wavy  cross  lines. 
The  ornament  on  each  side  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  frame  consisting  of  four 
leaves  on  a  stem,  projecting  beyond  the 
second  pair,  those  on  the  left  side  the 
shortest.  Country  in  small  thick,  value 
in  large  thick  letters ;  dot  in  star,  cir- 
cular, small. 

b.  On  bluish  paper  and  very  like  a.,  but 
the  ornament  in  upper  part  of  the  frame 
with  five  leaves  on  each  side,  the  last 
leaf  straight  on  the  left  and  sloping  on 
the  right  side.  Portrait  further  from 
left  hand  of  frame. 

c.  On  whitish  paper  like  a.,  but  disc  with 
very  thin,  straight,  and  distinct  rather 
waved,  perpendicular  lines.  The  or- 
nament in  the  upper  part  of  the  fi*ame 
with  five  diverging  leaves  on  each  side, 
those  on  the  right  side  being  more  dis- 
tinct and  further  apart.  The  portrait, 
bad ;  far  from  the  left  edge  of  the  fr*ame. 
Spot  in  star  many-rayed,  with  large  cen- 
tal pale  spot. 

d.  On  white  paper.  Like  a.,  but  disc  with 
rather  close  perpendicular  straight  lines, 
crossed  with  wavy  oblique  ones.  The 
ornament  in  the  upper  part  of  the  frame 
of  four  leaves  on  each  side,  those  on  the 
left  close  together,  those  on  the  right  on 
a  stem  and  further  apart.  Spot  in  star, 
small,  circular,  many-rayed. 

e.  On  white  paper.  Like  a.,  but  disc  with 
nearly  uniform  coloured  ground.  The 
ornament  in  upper  part  of  the  frame 
with  four  leaves  on  each  side ;  the  end 
pair  of  leaves  on  the  left  side  close 
together,   and   the  upper  largest. 

/.  Very  like  e.,  but  the  outer  pair  of  leaves 
on  the  left  are  of  equal  size,  and 
small. 

g.  Very  like  e,,  but  the  ornament  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  fr*ame  on  the  left  hand 
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has  three  diverging  equal-sized  leaves, 
instead  of  two. 
h.  Very  like  e.,  but  the  disc  formed  of  very 
close  united  horizontal  lines,  and  the  end 
pair  of  leaves  are  very  small,  those  on 
the  left  side  are  separate  at  the  base, 
and  on  the  right  side  are  united ;  the 
lower  smaller  than  the  upper. 

III.  Like  I.,  but  the  ornament  at  the 
ends  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  frame  con- 
sists  of  five  slightly  diverging  leaves  from  the 
edge  of  the  triangle.  Three  pence.  Printed 
in  green  ink. 

a.  The  disc  shaded  with  rather  close  but 
distinct  straight,  ragged-edged  perpen- 
dicular lines.  New  and  wales  in  the 
same  size  letters.     In  blue-green  ink. 

h.  Like  a.,  but  disc  shaded  with  closer, 
thicker  very  crowded  lines ;  and  wales 
in  smaller  letters  than  south,  and  the 
label  of  wales  shorter  than  in  a. ;  and 
the  left  side  of  the  frame  with  two  inter- 
sected white  lines.  In  yellow-green  ink. 
I  have  seen  a  stamp  very  like  the  above, 
that  was  a  very  httle  larger  in  all  its 
parts;  but  this  may  have  arisen  from 
its  having  been  stretched  when  removed 
from  the  letter. 

c.  Very  like  &.,  but  the  lines  on  disc  not 
quite  so  crowded ;  and  label  of  wales 
rather  shorter  still  than  in  h. ;  and  the 
left  side  of  the  frame  without  the  two 
interrupted  white  1  ines.  In  yellow-green 
ink. 

IV.  Like  I.,  but  the  triangle  at  the  ends 
of  the  upper  portion  of  the  fran;ie,  with  nine 
curved  leaves  on  its  edges.  Sixpence.  Printed 
in  brown  ink. 

a.  The  disc  with  very  close,  regular, 
straight,  perpendicular,  and  rather  close 
simi&r  curved  diagonal  lines.  The  leaf 
above  the  centre  one,  on  the  left  side,  as 
large  as  the  centre  one ;  and  the  centre 
one,  on  the  right  side,  separate  from  the 
other ;  upper  and  lower  edge  of  label,  on 
sides,  with  a  twisted  pattern. 

h.  Like  a.,  but  lines  of  the  disc  thinner 
and  farther  apart.  The  loaf  above  the 
central  one  and  the  central  one,  on  the 
left  side,  united  at  the  base ;  the  central 
leaf  on  the  right  side,  small  and  united 
to  the  point  of  the  triangle,  all  the  other 


leaves  on  that  side,  small  and  tapering. 
Upper  and  lower  edge  of  label  on  sides 
witii  a  dentated  pattern. 


REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

A  Descriptive  Price  Catalogue  of  British,  Coh- 
nialy  and  Foreign  Postage  Stamps,  Fourth 
Edition,  revised  and  corrected.  London : 
E.  Marlborough  &  Co. ;  Bath  :  Stafford 
Smith  <&  Smith.     Price  Sixpence. 

The  illustrated  supplement  alone  is  worth 
half  the  money,  containing  as  it  does  up- 
wards of  a  hundred  well-executed  fac-simil^ 
of  stamps.     The  money  table  contributed  bj 
Mount   Brown  is  worth  another  penny  at 
least,  though  we  must  again  protest  against 
a  Hong  Kong  cent  being  valued  at  a  half- 
penny.    A  dollar  of  Hong  Kong  is  never 
worth  less,  frequently  more,  than  four-and- 
sixpence,  and  transmitters  of  cash  to  that 
colony  are  obliged  to  pay  five  shillings  for 
each   dollar   they  require   for  purchase  in 
Hong  Kong.     We  are  fully  qualified  to  give 
a  positive  dictum  on  the  point,  having  tried 
several  ways  of  obtaining  the  stamps  of  the 
place.     There  is  also  some  inaccuracy  with 
respect  to  the  coins  called  *  pesos,'  which  are 
of  difierent  value  in  diflferent  countries.     The 
Mexican   peso   is  the  Hong    Kong   dollar, 
varying  in  value  according  to  the  rate  of 
exchange.      The    Brazilian    peso   is  worth 
about    four-and-thi'eepence,   while    that   of 
Buenos  Ayres  varies  from  twopence-farthing 
to  twopence-three-fitrthings.      The  Spanish 
real  may  be  twopence-hal^nny,  and  is,  in 
fact,  of  equal  value  with  some  of  the  South 
American  pesos,  but  the  real  of  the  Spanish 
colonies  is  worth  about  double. 

For  the  remaining  twopence,  then,  we  get 
a  complete  catalogue  of  every  known  procu- 
rable stamp,  with  its  purchaseable  price. 
The  addition  of  numbers  to  the  stamjs 
enumerated  in  this  edition  is  a  great  improve- 
ment, as  parties  can  now  give  orders  for 
such  and  such  a  specified  number  without 
taking  the  trouble  to  name  the  stamp  waited. 
The  very  rare  specimens  are  quoted  at  prices 
too  high  for  any  but  the  wealthiest  colkitors, 
but  the  come-at-able  specimens  are  moderately 
valued,  and  will  be  found  within  the  reach  of 
every  one  who  has  any  spare  cash  for  the 
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gmtification  of  his  private  fancies.  To  suit 
continental  collectors,  there  is  a  preface  in 
French  and  German,  in  addition,  of  course, 
to  an  English  one.  So  much  for  the  interior; 
the  exterior  is  rendered  attractive  by  a  gaily 
coloured  cover,  embellished  with  more  than 
a  dozen  engravings  of  interesting  stamps. 

The  Universal  Stamp  Oazetie,     London  :  33, 
King  Street,  Cheapside. 

This  new  candidate  for  timbromaniacal  pa- 
tronage conies  out  under  the  auspices  of  the 
London  and  Colonial  Stamp  Company,  and 
bids  fair  to  prove  a  flourishing  speculation. 
Rival  as  it  may  be  in  our  own  field,  the 
spread  of  the  stamp  movement  has  become 
80  rapid  and  so  general,  that  we  do  not  fear 
any  injury  to  the  circulation  of  our  own 
magazine;  and  we  do  not  care  how  many 
similar  publications  start  forth,  pi*ovided  we 
remain  of  the  highest  rank  in  the  opinion  of 
our  subscribers.  For  our  own  part,  we  in- 
tend being  *  AiU  Ocesar  aut  ntillus,*  and,  like 
Cato,  if  we  do  not  obtain  success,  will 
deserve  it. 

It  contains  a  varied  conglomeration  of 
articles,  all  more  or  less  appertaining  to 
postal  matters.  We  are  often  addressed 
with  such  observations  as  these :  *  What  co/n 
you  find  to  write  about  in  this  magazine  of 
yours  ?  I  should  have  thought  one  number 
would  have  exhausted  all  you  could  possibly 
say.*  We  are  sometimes  inclined  to  wonder 
ourselves  at  the  inexhaustible  store  of  matter 
that  is  ever  turning  up  in  relation  to  what,  a 
few  short  years  since,  it  would  have  been 
difficult  to  find  a  writer  capable  of  filling  a 
single  page  with.  But  we  are  wandering 
from  the  Universal  Stamp  Gazette,  and  beg 
its  pardon. 

The  editor  writes  an  interesting  article  on 
the  reminiscences  of  a  stamp  collector  in 
South  America,  for  which  his  natal  place 
well  qualifies  him.  Much  other  good  and 
available  information  is  dispersed  throughout 
the  pages  of  the  magazine,  and  the  engrav- 
ings are  certainly  deserving  the  highest 
praise.  Advertisers  seem  to  anticipate  a 
very  large  sale  of  the  work,  as  they  take  up 
more  than  half-a-dozen  pages.  The  frontis- 
piece reminds  us  of  the  old  nursery  song, 
'  The  lion  and  the  unicorn,  a-fighting  for  the 


crown,'  as  they  seem  in  their  struggles  to 
obtain  the  same,  to  have  pulled  the  royal 
arms  so  that  from  an  upright  oval  it  has 
become  horizontally  oblong,  like  one's  face 
appears  when  viewed  in  such  a  distorting 
mirror  as  is  often  seen  in  an  optician's 
window. 

POSTAL   CHIT-CHAT. 

The  old  Luxembourg  1  a.  gr.  stamp  was  intended 
and  used  exclusively  for  Germany. 

The  names  impressed  on  the  side  of  the  Mexican 
stamps  are  those  of  the  states  in  which  they  are  issued. 

City  of  Brunswick  Envelope. — The  meaning  of  the 
initials  st.  p.  fr.  is  Stadtpost  freimarke^  and  the  value, 
3  pfennige. 

A  Clerk  in  the  Post-office  at  Clifton  is  in  cus- 
tody, charged  with  having  a  foreign  letter  in  his  unlawful 
possession.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  prisoner  intended 
to  steal  the  letter,  but  thvt  he  merely  wished  to  appro- 
priate the  foreign  postage  stamp  upon  it. 

Values  of  the  Austrian  Mercury  Stamps.— The 
value  of  the  blue  stamp  was  1  kreuzer,  that  of  the  yellow 
10  kr.,  and  that  of  the  rose  60  kr.  They  served  to  prepay 
one,  ten,  or  fifty  newspapers  at  once,  and  were  exclusively 
for  home  postage.  The  large  *  double-headed  eagle' 
journal  stamps  were  used  for  foreign  postage  only. 

Italian  Statf^  Newspaper  Stamps.  —  The  tassa 
gazette  stamp  of  Modena  was  affixed  to  aU  foreign  news- 

fapers  sent  tnrough  the  post,  for  which  it  served  as  a  tax. 
t  continued  in  use  till  June  10,  1859.  The  6  c.  rose  and 
9  c.  blue  stati  Parmensi  (often  mistaken  for  provisional 
Parma)  served  the  same  purpose,  until  the  Ist  August, 
1860,  when  they  were  suppressed,  together  with  the  tax. 

The  number  of  English  Firms  who  now  issue,  or 
have  issued,  stamped  envelopes  with  their  names,  or  the 
names  of  their  publications,  in  a  band  around  the  stamp 
is  increased  to  nine,  viz. — Messrs.  Smith,  Elder,  &  Co., 
W.  H.  Smith  &  Son,  Grindlay  &  Co.  {The  Home  Ifewe), 
Britieh  Workmatiy  George  Prior,  Stevens  &  Norton, 
J.  F.  Pawson,  all  of  London;  S.  Allsopp  &  Sons,  of 
Burton-on-Trent ;  and  Stafford  Smith  &  Smith,  Bath. 

The  wording  of  the  qualifying  clauses  in  the 
proclamations  of  stage-coaches,  &c.,  is  very  various,  and 
sometimes  exceedingly  amusing.  In  England  the  Divine 
Hand  was  generally  recognised  in  the  formula  of  *  God 
willing,'  or,  *  If  God  should  permit.'  On  the  contrary, 
the  human  element  certainly  preponderated — whether  it 
was  meant  so  or  not — ^in  the  announcement  made  by  a 
carrying  communication  between  Edinburgh  and  a  nor- 
thern burgh,  when  it  was  given  out  that  *  a  waggon 
would  leave  the  Grass  market  for  Inverness  every  Tuesday, 
God  willing,  but  on  Wednesday  whether  or  no* — Mer 
Mqjestf/s  Mails. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

PEMBERTON  ON  ESSAYS,  ETC. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Dear  Sir, — Though  agreeing  with  your  correspondents, 
*No  Essays'  and  *  A  Country  Parson,'*  that  the  collection 
of  essays  is  a  waste  of  time,  I  cannot  coincide  with  the 
former  that  the  correspondence  of  Dr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Bum 
is  an  obtrusion — I  allude  to  the  writing  respecting  the 
Consort  Essays.    Even  to  the  many  who  do  not  acknow  • 
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ledge  essays,  Dr.  Gray's  information  should  be  acceptablef 
as  throwing  light  upon  various  subjects  eonueoted  with 
our  own  post-offire.  I  cannot  say  that  I  bolicTe  iroplicitlv 
in  the  Pnnce  Albert's  head  as  an  essay ;  Mr.  Burn  sayu  it 
was  only  offered  on  account  of  its  beuig  plate-printed  and 
the  gum  clear  and  adhesive,  not  on  account  of  the  design. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  essay  ?  The  first  sense 
in  which  the  word  was  used  by  Browm  (I  do  not  mention 
his  name  as  any  authority),  was  as  comprehending  'tliose 
stamps  having  either  an  at'cidental  difterence  from  those 
used,  or  that  were  printed  for  use  but  never  circulated.'  In 
the  fourth  edition  of  his  catalogue  it  is  used  to  mean  *  stamps 
designed  for  issue  but  never  circulatcnl,  and  stamjM  printt  d 
in  a  different  colour  from  those  which  have  been,  or  are, 
in  circulation.*  ITiose  stamps  printed  in  a  different 
colour  from  the  issues  are  now  always  known  as  proofs^ 
leaving  the  word  essay  for  the  U8t»  oi'  *  a  stamp  or  device 
suggested  but  never  omciallv  issued.'  This  interpretation 
of  the  word  leaves  us  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  any  specu- 
lative individual  who  may  choose  to  engrave  a  design, 
send  it  to  the  post-office  authorities  with  the  certainty  of 
refusal,  and  on  such  rejection  the  design  becomes  of  value 
and  is  to  be  received  as  worth  collecting.  *■  A  stamp  or 
device  suggested ; '  this  meaning  is  far  too  comprehensive. 
According  to  this,  any  one  may  suggest  an  alteration, 
without  the  slightest  cause  or  use  for  such  alteration,  and 
the  rejected  (bmiuse  totally  uncalled  for)  desi^  is  forth- 
with an  essay,  of  more  or  less  value  according  to  the 
number  of  specimens  put  in  circulation  by  the  si>eculator 
from  whom  they  emanate.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
more  than  one-naif  of  the  catalogued  essays  are  of  the 
class  I  mention,  the  impudent  attempts  of  some  specula- 
tive engraver.  The  tenn  *  essay'  in  one  of  the  meanings 
first  applied  to  it,  would  be  well  if  entirely  restricted  to 
that  meaning,  namely,  *  stamps  printed  for  use  but  never 
circulated.'  This  signification  of  the  word  would  include 
many  of  the  oldest  and  most  valuable  essays  now  cata- 
logued:  for  instance,  the  twelvepenny  Ctmada,  Connell 
essay  (which,  by  the  bye,  I  believe  was  used  in  one  or 
two  cases),  threenalfpenny  English  adhesive  and  envelopes, 
threepenny  English  plain  ground,  &c.  I  fear  this  renaer- 
ing  01  the  word  essay  would  not  please  very  many  collec- 
tors, but  still  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  only  sense  in 
which  it  should  be  understood.  Whenever  it  is  under- 
stood that  postage  stamps  are  to  be  issued  in  any  country 
not  previously  using  them,  there  must  be  very  many  and 
various  designs  sent  in,  of  which  only  one  here  and  there 
of  those  rejected  falls  into  the  hands  of  collectors ;  seeing 
bow  very  small  a  proportion  those  catalogued  bear  to 
those  which  must  have  been  sent  in,  it  seems  to  me  that 
any  attempt  to  catalogue  *  rejected  designs'  is  futile,  and 
to  collect  them  still  more  so.  There  is  a  pleasure  in  col- 
lecting postage  stamps  that  have  been  in  use,  because  it  is 
possible  to  obtain  and  complete  the  sets  of  eauch.  country ; 
Dut  wi^  essays  this  is  quite  different.  If  we  notice  those 
of  our  own  country,  we  shall  have  a  very  good  instance  of 
the  uselessness  of  attempting  tocoUect  essays,  apart  from  the 
want  of  interest  there  is  in  a  stamp  which  never  had  any 
use  and  scarcely  even  an  existence.  It  is  said  that  over 
three  thousand  designs  were  submitted  to  our  own  post- 
office  ;  of  which  but  one  was  accepted,  the  others  being 
rejected.  Of  these  three  thousano,  about  tifty  are  cata- 
logued and  known.  There  cannot  be  a  better  example  of 
the  uselessness  of  collecting  essays ;  and,  as  in  this  case, 
they  will  always  prove  very  inadoouate  in  quantity,  com- 
pared with  the  numbers  actually  having,  or  having  had, 
existence. 

Mount  BroMrn,  in  making  law  for  us  collectors— what 
we  are  to  believe  in,  what  are  to  be  called  proofs, 
and  what  eessays — displays  very  little  caution  m  liis 


acknowledgment  of  dubious  essays  and  proofs;  uid  so 
oft**n  lavs  himself  open  to  comment  in  describing  varieties, 
as  to  induce  doubts  in  the  mind  of  the  sceptical  as  to  hi« 
real  knowledge  of  stamps.  The  present  system  <rf  the 
dealers,  with  tlieir  rcpiinted  proo&,  essays  made  to  sell, 
and  their  stocks  of  forgeries  and  imaginative  stamps,  is 
enough  to  disgust  every  serious  and  right  minded  collec- 
tor. Many  who  have'  been  Kealoui  collectors  for  yean, 
have  been  regularly  forced  to  give  up  their  cherished  pur- 
suit, from  sheer  inability  to  save  themselves  from  being 
victimised  to  a  great  extent ;  many,  too,  have  sold  their 
collections,  so  disgusted  have  they  become  with  this  absurd 
and  foolish  practice  of  admitting  every  rejected  design  to 
be  an  essay.  If  we  must  collect  essays,  let  us  confine  onr- 
selves  to  the  collection  of  those  which  have  been  called 
forth  by  a  necessity,  and  not  through  the  whim  of  sn 
individual.  A  new  issue  of  stamps  is  intended  by  the 
Belgian  authorities,  and  designs  are  asked  for ;  those 
which  are  rejected  will  be  real  essays,  because  each  one 
that  is  sent  to  the  authorities  is  sent  with  the  chance  that 
tliat  one  may  btxthe  design  selected.  S«ch  stamps  as  the 
United  States'  essays  cannot  be  considered  as  btma-fide 
essays,  when  we  consider  that  no  change  was  intended  by 
the  authorities,  and  that,  consequently,  they  were  not 
called  forth  by  any  necessity,  it  is  simply  fooUah  to 
catalogue  such  things. 

As  I  stated  above,  Monnt  Brown  *  lay's  himself  open 
to  comment  in  describing  varieties.'  llicre  is  a  >'m 
striking  instance  of  this  in  the  last  number  of  your 
valuable  magazine.  The  present  penny  stamp  (with  a 
letter  in  each  comer)  has  been  in  use  for  many  month* ; 
Mount  Brown,  evidently  under  the  impreasion  that  he 
had  made  a  discovery,  publishes  the  fact  that  the  stamp 
is  found  bearing  the' following  figures  in  the  frame  at  side, 
rix.,  74,  78,  82,  70,  80.  I  have  examined  an  immense 
number  of  the  last  Issued  penny,  and  nerw  f^mtd  mm 
without  numerals  at  the  side;  and,  consequently,  suppose 
that  none  have  been  issued  (^ith  a  letter  in  each  comer) 
without  the  numerala  at  side ;  thete  would  aevm  to  hsve 
something  to  do  with  the  printing.  It  is  certainly  not 
sufficient  to  constitute  another  stamp,  as  Brown  makes  of 
each  of  the  six  he  has  *  disco'ered,'  or  even  a  variety.  I 
have  the  following  tiguree  from  a  dosen  copies  taken  at  a 
venture  out  of  some  hundred  used  nenny  stamps . — 90,  ^, 
73,  89,  86,  80,  85,  81,  91,  79,  92,  78.  iTie  idea  of  putting 
down  the  above  six  as  fresh  stamps,  is  preposterous  in  the 
extreme;  but  it  is  only  on  a  par  with  the  speculatiTe 
proofs  and  essays  given  by  him  monthly.  We  ahall  next 
nave  to  acknowledge  Uie  watermarks,  names  of  different 
makers,  &c.,  which  appear  on  envelope  and  other  etampt. 
If  this  sort  of  catal(^uing  continues  monthly.  Dr.  Gny 
and  Omega  will  not  be  alone  in  their  retirement  from  the 
stamp  community,  or  in  their  contempt  for  the  manner  in 
whicn  our  trade  is  now  carried  on.  There  it  no  pUutw* 
now  in  acauiring  a  really  rare  stamp,  for  it  is  otily  a  ques- 
tion of  casn ;  and  when  one  has  the  specimen,  there  is  the 
doubt,  is  it  genuine  ? 

I  am  aware  that  I  hare  much  exceeded  the  bovnds  of 
an  ordinary  letter,  but  feel  sore  the  vital  importance  of 
the  subject  will  be  my  excuse  for  so  far  occupying  your 
space.  I  remain,  yours  faithfhllr, 

EdgbMtm,  £DWAAD  L.  ^EMBERTON. 

P.8. — The  present  twopenny  stamp  sports  figures  at 
the  side.    The  hint  is  quite  at  Mount  Brown's  service. 

SWISS  STAMP  FORGERIES. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collbctor's  Maoaeine.' 

Sir, — In  a  letter  fWwn  Mr.  E.  L.  Pemberton,  in  Xn,  4 
of  your  magaxine,  under  date  1st  May,  1863,  in  rrfereocr  to 
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Moens*  DliutnitioiiB,  oocure  Hub  passage :  '  On  the  same 

pUte  (19)  No.  10  (6  c.  Vaud),  No.  9  (6  c.  Nfuchatel),  No. 

13  {2\  rap.  Winterthur),  Noa.  11  and  12  (Zurich  4  and  6 

cents),  are  exact  oounteiparta  of  the  forgeries  of  those 

stamps  which  are  sold  hy  Wilhelm  Georg,  of  Basle.'     Mr. 

Uoens  noticing  this  letter,  in  one  from  him  inserted  in 

your  next  numberf  says :    *  The  seven  stamps  he  (Mr. 

Pemberton)  mentions  as  a  faithful  reproduction  of  the 

imitations,  have  been  in  my  possession  eight  or  nine 

years.    I  am  myself  ftilly  persuaded  of  their  authenticity, 

for  at  the  time  1  procured  them  there  were  comparatively 

few  stamp  collectors,  and  certainly  no  one  had  then  thought 

of  making  counterfeits.'    We  have,  then,  in  another  pub- 

Ucation,  fhe  Statnp^ColleeUn' »  Review^  now  defunct,  Mr. 

Ponberton's  description  of  the  genuine  and  forged  stamps 

referred  to,  but  the  only  one  I  wish  now  to  mention  is 

that  of  Winterthur.    lus  description  runs  thus : — *  Otti' 

Mfl#.  the  three-pointed  ornaments  on  each  aide  of  the 

label  containing  the  valu$  are  narrower  than  the  label 

itoeU^  and  the  laoel  containing  the  superscription  is  a  good 

distance  from  the  top  of  the  stamp:   exactly  over  the 

letter  l  in  the  middle  of  the  stamp,  tnere  are  two  little 

cireUsy  which  fill  out  the  space  between  the  label  and  the 

top  of  the  stamp ;  and  on  each  side  of  these  circles  is  a 

well-defined  curve.     Forged^  the  three-pointed  ornaments 

on  each  side  of  the  label  containing  the  rahie  are  as  broad 

n  the  label  itseli^  and  the  label  containing  the  superscrip- 

ticoi  is  close  to  the  top  of  the  stamp,  the  space  between 

being  filled  out  by  three  or  four  strokes.' 

Now  a  difficult  question  arises  here.  The  stamp  de- 
imbed  by  Mr.  Pemberton  as  genuine  is  undoubtedly 
gamine.  If  then  it  be,  as  Mr.  Moens  says,  that  he  pos- 
s»sed  the  one  which  he  figured,  and  which  agrees  in  all 
points  with  the  description  given  by  Mr.  Pemberton  of 
the  forgery,  before  any  one  had  *  thought  of  making 
comitemita,'  there  must  have  been  two  issues  differing 
according  to  the  two  descriptions.  I  am  in  possession  of 
a  copy  of  eacli,  one  in  appearance  as  much  genuine  as  the 
other;  and  the  supposea  for^ry  having  been  part  of  a 
collection  made  many  years  since,  and  principally  before 
a  fcngery  was  seen.  I  trust  these  remarks  may  eUcit  such 
infermation  as  may  set  at  rest  a  knotty  point. 

Yours, 

DottglaSf  Jale  of  Man.  S.  <S. 

THE  'CENTRAL  FAIR'  STAMPS. 
Td  the  Editor  of  the  *■  Stamp-Collectok's  Magazine.' 

Snt,— I  see  you  desire  information  as  r^ards  the 
*  Central  Fair*  stamp.  During  the  month  of  July  the 
people  of  the  city  or  Philadelphia,  for  the  aid  and  in 
Dehalf  of  the  United  States'  Sanitary  Commission,  got  up 
a  monster  *  lair,'  somewhat  after  tne  style  of  the  New 
York  Metropolitan  and  Brooklyn  Sanitary  Fairs,  and 
amongst  other  things  then  and  there  exhibited  were  the 
stamps  I  had  the  pleasure  to  send  you  in  my  last ;  they 
were  used  for  the  trausmissitm  of  letters  addending  to,  or 
is  any  manner  connected  with,  the  fair,  and  had  to  pass 
through  the  fair  post-ofiice  and  cancelled  before  delivery. 
Letters  were  sent  thus  by  one  person  who  had  visited  the 
pat  to  others  who  had  not,  thus  ^jeatly  drawing  and  add- 
ing to  the  number  of  visitors,  m  the  same  way  as  the 
Brooklyn  stamps. 

I  notice  that  Mount  Brown  calk  for  information  on  the 
Broadway  Post-office  local  label,  and  says  he  doubts  its 
being  used  for  a  post  label.  It  is  used  by  the  Broadway 
Poet-office,  situated  in  Broadway,  near  Fourteenth  Street, 
And  is  one  of  the  many  locals  or  New  York.  I  have  any 
quantity,  of  six  different  colours  and  warranted  genuine. 

I  aim  enclose  you  a  fac-simile  of  the  Mormon  stamp, 
issued  by  Joe  Smith,  the  father  of  Mormonism,  of  which 


I  have  the  honour  to  hold  ten  genuine,  besides  two  in  my 
two  albums.  I  think  that  Mr.  H.  Samuel  Knight's  and 
Brig /tarn  Young* »  letters  are  concerning  Brigham  Young's 
reign. 

Yours  trulv, 
New  York,  l^AAC  M.  KING. 


McROBISH   &  CO.'S   *ACAPULCO  AND  SAN 

FRANCISCO'  STAMPS. 

2h  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collectoe's  Magazine.' 

Dear  Sir, — After  verj'  diligent  inquiry  of  merchants 
here  who  have  business  in  Acupulco,  I  am  unable  to  learn 
anything  of  the  McKobish  ana  Co.  stamp,  engraved  in 
your  May  number,  and  am  inclined  to  think  it  a  ^  sham.* 

Your  obedient  servant, 

San  Francisco.  HENRY  MARSHALL. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 
Sir,— Knowing  that  you  are  desirous  of  always  exposing 
any  rascality  in  the  postage  stamj)  line,  I  tig  leave  to 
give  you  some  information  concemmg  McRobish  &  Co.,  a 
cut  of  which  stamp  is  given  in  your  magarine.  That  no 
such  party  ever  existed,  in  the  matter  of  carrj-ing  the 
mails  from  Acapulco  to  San  Francisco,  I  am  fully  quali- 
fied to  state,  and  that,  too,  on  the  authority  of  several 
parties  as  given  below.  These  parties,  no  doubt,  thought 
that  by  sending  cheir  stamps  to  Europe  and  thus  avoiding 
this  place,  no  exposure  would  take  place,  and  they  conso- 
quentiy  would  be  well  off  with  their  ill-gotten  gains. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  these  parties  can  prove  their 
genuineness,  I  will  prove,  by  the  following  gentlemen, 

E lying  that  they  never  sent  a  package  by  the  steamers 
etween  the  two  points. 

Hoping  this  information  will  be  of  use  to  you,  and  the 
question  of  McRobish  &  Co.  be  set  at  rest, 

I  remain,  yours  respectfully, 
San  Franoieeo.  J.  H.  APPLEGATE,  Jun. 

References: — Captains  Hudson  and  Pearson,  of  the 
P  M.  8.  S.  Co.'s  steamers,  who  have  been  in  the  employ 
of  the  Company  over  thirteen  years ;  All  the  employes 
of  the  P.  M.  8.  S.  Co. ;  Wells,  Fargo,  &  Co.,  San  Fran- 
cisco Post-office. 


THE  BRITISH  GUIANA  NEWSPAPER  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Sir,— I  am  very  gUd  to  hear  something  from  other 
correspondents  about  these  stamps,  as  there  seems  to  be 
much  mystery  surrounding  them,  but  still  I  think  it  has 
not  been  satisifactorily  cleared  up  as  yet. 

In  answer  to  R.  Evans,  a.  o.  i.  is  a  misprint  in  my 
letters ;  it  should  have  been  a.  o.  1 ;  this  is  the  best  of  the 
forgeries,  but  the  letters  and  figures  a  o.  1  are  rather  long 
and  thin,  different  from  the  usual  postmark  wbdch  is, 
as  I  said  before,  a.  o.  3.  I  do  not  see,  either,  why  this 
should  have  been  altered  for  so  short  a  time. 

As  to  H  H.,  I  may  say  that  the  genuine  pearl-bordered 
stamps  have  no  signature  in  the  centre,  and  that  the  size, 
colour,  and  altogether  the  general  look  of  the  stamp  is 
different  from  the  forged  ones ;  but  I  should  much  like  to 
see  the  stamp  H.  H.  has. 

Yours  respectfully. 

London,  o.  FLEUSS. 


[  ADVERTISEICENT.  ] 

SUSPENSION  OF  PAYMENT. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 
Dear  Sir,— We  much  regret  to  inform  you  that  in  the 
interest  of  our  cn^ditors  generally,  we  have  decided  to 
suspend  payment  this  2l8t  day  of  October,  1864. 
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The  inability  of  many  of  our  continental  buyers  to 
meet  their  engagements,  and  the  present  extreme  depre- 
ciation in  the  value  of  stamps  upon  which  we  have  largely 
invested,  has,  in  conjunction  with  the  failure  of  two  large 
foreign  houses,  mainly  influenced  us. 

Our  liabilities  are  £373  ITs.  1  Id.,  and  assets  £318  Ss.  9d., 
not  includ^  repudiated  debts  to  the  amoimt  of  £180, 
which  if  properly  conducted  will  show  a  large  surplus, 
and  enable  us  to  pay  208.  in  the  pound.  Our  books  have 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  accountant,  F.  G.  Wilson, 
Esq.,  who,  m  the  coiuw  of  a  few  days,  will  prepare  for 
inspection  a  balance-sheet  of  our  affairs.  Kequesting 
your  forbearance  in  the  meantime. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servants. 

DUNLOP  &  PORTUGAL. 

33,  King  Streetj  Cheapside^  London. 

THE  HAMBURG  IMITATION  STAMPS. 
To  the  Edttor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Sir, — Your  number  21  contains  an  article  of  Mr. 
Edwfl^  L.  Pemberton's,  naming  us  as  manufacturers  of 
stamp  forgeries  or  fac-similes.  tU»tuming  our  best  thanks 
to  the  author  for  the  recommendation  he  gives  to  oiw  firm, 
we  will  not  fail  to  correct  an  error  in  his  article,  by  stating 
that  we  are  only  stamp  dealers,  and  that  no  one  of  the 
copies  named  in  his  list  is  produced  by  us ;  though  all  of 
them,  the  Java  stamp  onlv  excepted,  are  namad  in  our 
catalogue  of  fac-similes.  5(ay  it,  for  example,  be  told 
here,  that  the  Hamburg  stamps  are  manufactured  in 
England,  where  we  have  bought  them. 

Hoping  you  will  take  notice  of  this  declaration  in  your 
next  numlier, 

We  remain,  sir,  yours  obediently, 

Hamburg.  SPIRO  BROTHERS. 

ANSWERS   TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Fide  bed  cm  vide,  Honley. — ^Tour  Cape  is  not  one  of  the 
pro%'i8ionalB. — The  Pony  Expresses  are  genuine  except  the 
olack  2  dollars.  They  are  catalogued  by  Mount  Brown. 
— The  blue  Swiss  rayon  stamps  appear  to  be  all  right ; 
thev  have  never  been  sufficiently  rare  to  make  it  worth 
while  to  forge  them. — The  Victoria  is  a  faded  specimen. 
That  issue  is  found  both  lilac  and  violet  coloured. — The 
Cubas  are  genuine.  We  think  the  two  shades  of  blue 
merit  distinguishing. — The  Buenos  A3rre8  *  ship  *  is  the  6 
reales.  Theletters  cin  for  cinque  are  all  that  ever  appear 
legible  on  these  stamps. — The  Spanish  2  reales  on  olue 
paper  is  one  of  the  series  of  1855. — The  9  craade  Tuscan  is 
on  blue  paper. — ^The  Natal,  Basle,  small  Geneva,  and 
Neuchatel  specimens  are  forgeries. — We  think  all  tiie  rest 
may  be  satisfactory. 

0.  Flbuss. — Your  communication  should  have  been 
inserted  last  month,  but  we  did  not  return  from  the  Con- 
tinent till  the  magazine  was  in  press. 

H.  B.  Blackle.— The  same  apology  is  due  to  you. — 
Thanks  for  your  interesting  imormation  respecting  the 
penny  Cejlon  stamps. 

J.  T.,  Leicester. — The  figure  2  impressed  on  the  blue 
lonians  most  probably  signifies  two  oboli,  or  one  penny, 
the  value  of  the  stamp.  It  is  just  possible  that  what 
looks  like  the  figure  1  on  the  red  is  really  a  4,  meaning 
four  oboli,  or  twopence,  its  monetarj'  worth.  We  have 
purchased  too  many  of  these  stamps  direct  from  Corfu, 
not  to  know  that  their  values  are  such  a«  generally 
received. 

E.  A.  H.,  Grammar  School,  Newark.— Your  New  South 
Wales  specimen  is  the  latest  penny  emission,  and  was 
engravea  in  oiur  August  number. 


H.  SariER,  Dover. — Your  blue  10  c.  Dutch  is  not  a 
genuine  postage  stamp. 

A.  0. — We  nave  several  times  seen  a  twopenny  English 
stamp  perfectly  black  and  postmarked,  but  sucfi  an  indi- 
vidual 18  totally  ignored  by  the  postal  officials,  so  that  flie 
colour  must  have  oeen  changed  from  extraneous  causes.— 
We  have  often  expressed  our  opinion  that  all  stamps 
which  frank  a  letter  or  newspaper  may  be  admitted  into 
albums. 

J.  A.  Nutter,  Montreal.— We  have  forwarded  your 
letter  to  the  party  complained  of. 

P.  N.  DB  Soto,  Sevilla.— We  have  forwarded  you  a 
second  copy  of  our  August  number. — At  present  we  are 
not  in  want  of  current  Spanish  stamps. 

RuFTs. — We  have  more  than  once  been  offered  for  sale 
the  black  V.R.  you  speak  of,  made  by  cutting  out  the 
small  ornamental  souares  in  the  upper  comers  and  sub- 
stituting an  A  turned  upside  do^-n,  no*  a  V  (this  letter 
never  being  found  on  the  stamps),  and  an  R. — ^The  Rto- 
sian  stamps  you  speak  of  we  have  also  met  with,  and 
beUeve  them  either  bill,  passport,  or  other  official,  not 
postal  stamps. 

F.  WiLME. — The  discovery  of  a  sheet  or  two  of  the 
original  New  Caledonians  ha«  diminished  the  price  of 
those  equally  rare  and  ugly  stamps  to  a  considerable 
degree.  It  is  not  probable  they  will  ever  become  cheaper 
than  at  present.  We  lately  saw  in  one  of  the  choicest  of 
Parisian  collections  of  Paris  one  of  the  original  sheets,  for 
which  the  possessor  paid  an  almost  fabulous  price.  Thifl 
purchase  was  noticed  in  some  of  the  French  journals,  and 
the  circumstance  being  bruited  in  New  Caledonia,  induced 
the  inhabitants  to  search  for  used  specimens  oflT  old  letters, 
and  also  the  resuscitation  of  a  few  forgotten  sheets  in  the 
post-office  and  elsewhere. 

Inquirer,  Manchester.  —  There 
are  three  varieties  of  the  stunn  for 
the  Danish  West  Indian  islands  here 
figured.  One  is  deep  rose,  on  a  dull 
drab  tinted  paper;  this  is  in  present 
use.  A  secono  was  printed  about  a 
year  a^  on  buff-coloured  paper. 
The  third  and  rarest  sort  is  seloiom 
met  with.  The  colour  is  a  much 
more  vivid  rose. 

A  Subscriber,  St.  Thomas. — Thanks  for  the  La  Guatra 
stamps,  and  the  information  thereupon. 

S.  L.  N. — We  submit  to  your  correction.  TTie  last 
GustavuB  of  Sweden,  except  in  the  true  magnanimity 
with  which  he  endured  his  reverses  of  fortune,  had  little 
right  to  the  epithet  of  Great. 

H.  T.,  Perth,  Scotland. — One  of  the  new  railway 
stamps  for  newspapers  you  kindly  forwarded,  is  noticed 
in  our  magazine  for  last  month,  llie  other  in  the  present 
number. 

J.  M.  S.,  Henley-uw)n-Thame8. — It  is  not  surprising 
that  some  residents  in  India  do  not  recollect  the  half  anna 
red  stamp.  We  met  an  individual  not  long  since  who  had 
no  recollection  of  a  penny  black  English,  though  arrired 
at  the  age  of  discretion  at  the  introduction  of  the  penny 
postage. — We  make  a  duty  of  replying  to  every  commu- 
nication received  from  our  correspondents. — Your  blue 
Monte  Video  first  issue  is  an  unooubted  forgery.  The 
plainest  evidence  of  the  genuineness  of  the  red  andgr^en, 
18  the  extreme  rarity  of  this  blue  stamp.  It  is  quite  a* 
easy  to  forge  the  one  as  the  other.  The  price  they  hare 
been  purchaseable  at,  so  much  lower  than  the  facial 
value,  is  easily  accounted  for.  A  speculator  bought  all 
the  superseded,  sheets  of  the  180  and  240  centesimi,  and 
transmitted  them  to  Paris,  where  they  found  a  readv 
market.    The  same  remark  applies  to  the  dUigeneuu. 


i'<  »  ^  |- 
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JABEZ  JONES'S  RECOLLECTIONS  OP 
CONTINENTAL  STAMPS  AND 
STAMP    COUNTRIES. 

CHAPTER  X. 

IX  WHICH  J  TRAVEL  SOUTH. 

It  was  in  Naples — the  city  of  fat  monks  and 
lazzaroni — that  we  next  *  took  stock  *  of  our 
stampal  possessions.  We  had  leisurely 
joameyed  through  sunny  Tuscany,  crossed 
the  bleak  Campagna,  mused  in  the  most 
approved  fashion  over  the  antiquities  of 
Rome,  and  were  now  preparing  for  a  start 
to  Malta.  We  had  in  our  journey  made 
many  valuable  additions  to  our  stamp  book. 
By  dint  of  diligent  inquiry  and  solicitation, 
we  had  each  gained  fine  sets  of  Tuscany, 
Parma^  and  Modena ;  had  secured  the 
beggarly  stamps  of  the  ancient  Mistress  of 
the  World  at  her  own  post-office,  and  had 
jast  succeeded  in  obtaining  used  Neapolitan 
Bud  Sicilian  sets  in  good  condition. 

In  spite  of  the  simplicity  of  the  design  of 
the  latter,  there  is  a  classic  dignity  in  the 
Socratic  bead,  which  one  might  have  sup- 
posed bad  belonged  to  a  better  man.  It  is 
good  to  think  that  such  a  man  is  out  of  the 
WOT-ld,  and  will  never  more  oppress  or  tor- 
ture his  priest-ridden  subjects.  It  is  good 
to  think  that  the  sceptre  has  passed  from  his 
cowardly  son  into  the  hands  of  one  fitter  far 
to  govern.  What  a  crushing  tyranny  be- 
came obsolete,  together  with  the  quaint 
postage  stamps,  when  the  Liberator  entered 
Napl^ !  Even  they  are  mixed  up  with  the 
gr€»t  events  of  history,  though  little  did 
contending  armies  think  that  one  result  of 
their  conflict  would  be  the  supercession  of 
adhesive  labels.  Yet  so  it  is,  and  in  the  col- 
lector's album  the  overthrow  of  dynasties  is 
indicated. 

There  are  few  stamps  which  present  a 
more  insignificant  appearance  than  the  old 
Hodenian  ;  the  lettering  of  which  is  thin 
and  poor,  and  the  eagle  in  a  distressingly 
starved  condition.  The  provisional  series  is 
a  considerable  improvement.  The  Tuscan 
stamps  were,  however,  the  best  looking  of 
those  of  the  defnnct  Italian  states,  and  made 
a  good  show  in  our  books. 

The  Roman  stamps  have  an  interest,  from 
their  representations  of  the  emblems  of  pon- 


tifical power;  regarded  in  this  light,  they 
increase  the  historical  importance  of  an 
album.  Portrayed  as  those  emblems  are  on 
current  stamps,  they  are  evidences  of  the 
continued  existence  of  that  power  which  has 
for  centuries  exerted  a  deadly  influence  on 
civilization.  But  there  are  signs  that  it  will 
not  long  continue  to  do  so,  and  there  are 
probably  few  collectors  who  would  not  gladly 
see  the  papal  stamps  exiled  to  the  limbo 
of  the  obsoletesi 

I  must  not,  however,  delay  too  long  in 
Naples,  but  carry  the  reader  with  us — I  trust 
he  will  not  object  to  the  journey — over  the 
Calabrian  mountains.  It  was  with  great 
interest  that  we  retraced  Garibaldi's  path  to 
the  capital,  visiting  Aspronionte  by  the  way. 
We  halted  for  awhile  at  Rheggio,  the  white 
little  town  framed  in  hills ;  and  then  crossed 
over  to  Messina,  and  made  our  way — still 
keeping  as  far  as  possible  in  the  path  of  the 
revolutionary  army — to  Palermo,  through 
some  of  the  most  delicious  scenery  in  the 
world.  At  Palermo  we  remained  for  a  fort- 
night, and  were  then  fortunate  enough  to 
find  a  boat  bound  for  Malta,  in  which  we 
embarked,  and,  after  a  charming  voyage  over 
the  blue  waters  of  Mare  Magnum,  arrived 
at  Yaletta.  We  wandered  over  the  fortifica- 
tion which  defend  the  harbour,  and  bethought 
ourselves  of  the  ancient  knights  who  once 
upon  a  time  defended  it  so  bravely ;  and 
then,  afl^r  laying  in  a  stock  of  the  unpre- 
tending local  stamp  and  visiting  the  barren 
interior  of  the  island,  departed  for  Gibraltar. 

CHAPTER  XI. 

IN  WHICH  I  TAKE  MY  LEAVE  OF  THE  EEADEB. 

Brompton  again.  The  lamp  is  throwing  a 
pleasant  light  over  my  room;  the  fire  burning 
in  a  manner  indicative  of  a  hard  frost ;  I  lay 
down  my  weed — ^thank  heaven,  I  know  no 
hour  at  which  a  cigar  is  a  forbidden  in- 
dulgence,— and  beg  my  gentle  reader  to  take 
a  seat,  whilst  I  narrate  to  him  the  conclusion 
of  my  travels. 

To  commence,  then — or  rather,  to  conclude 
— we  did  the  Gibraltar  lions,  as  does  every 
Englishman  who  is  proud  of  his  country,  and 
then  started  inland.  Time  pressed  upon  us, 
but  we  could  not  leave  classic  Spain  unvisited ; 
nor,  to  tell  the  truth,  rare  Spanish  stamps 
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anobtained.  Fortune  once  more  favoured 
us  :  we  left  Uadrid  with  most  of  the  old 
issues  in  our  books.  Thej  were  indeed 
treasures,  and  still  more  valuable  in  this  day 
of  reprints.  There  were  the  various  por- 
traits of  the  profligate  queen — in  some  of 
which  she  appears  glum,  in  others  lively; 
sensual  in  all,  queenly  in  none — a  goodly 
row.  There  also  were  the  national  arms, 
brilHant  in  scarlet  and  green,  and  the  tree- 
climbing  bear  in  bronze ;  variety  of  design 
and  beauty  of  colouring.  But  what  were 
the  reasons  which  prompted  the  authorities 
to  such  frequent  changes,  I  could  never 
learn.  Brown  suggested  that  each  series 
remained  current  whilst  the  ministry  under 
which  it  was  issued  remained  in  office,  but 
it  is  doubtful  whether  history  would  bear 
him  out  in  his  conjecture. 

The  contrast  between  the  faces  of  Isabella 
and  Victoria,  as  they  appear  on  their  postage 
stamps,  is  not  more  marked  than  the  differ- 
ences between  their  lives,  nor  between  the 
realms  they  reign  over.  The  one  is  at  the 
head  of  a  flourishing  nation,  which  makes  its 
influence  felt  throughout  the  world  ;  the 
other  governs  an  effete  kingdom  arbitrarily, 
and  her  voice  is  not  heard  in  the  councils  of 
Europe.  The  one  encourages  the  spread  of 
knowledge,  the  study  of  the  sciences,  and  the 
practice  of  the  natural  arts :  the  other  re- 
presses her  people's  aspirations  for  intelli- 
gence and  leaves  them  in  ignorance.  The 
Spain  of  the  present  day  is  but  a  shadow  of 
the  Spain  which  sent  forth  the  armada  to 
destroy  England.  Then  all  that  was  known 
of  the  New  World  owned  her  sway.  But  a 
little  while  previously  she  had  won  for  her- 
self the  vast  region  of  central  America,  and 
had  also  gained  Brazil.  Now  in  Cuba,  Hayti, 
Porto  Rico,  and  Luzon,  in  those  compara- 
tively insignificant  islands  alone,  do  her 
colonial  stamps  circulate ;  whilst  the  colonies 
of  England  are  scattered  throughout  the 
earth,  and  their  scores  of  variously-patterned 
stamps  fill  many  pages  of  the  collector's 
album.  Such  are  the  changes  wrought  by 
Providence  and  time. 

To  return,  we  left  Madrid  for  another 
capital — Lisbon ;  to  which  we  made  a  speedy 
journey,  hardly  stopping  to  note  the  many 
objects  of  interest  connected  with  the  Penin- 


sular   war    which    lay    around    our   path. 
Arrived  there,  we  made  the  last  addition  to 
our  album  on  foreign  shores,  gracing  our 
Portuguese  page  with  four  stamps  bearing 
the  regal  head  of  Donna  Maria.     With  these, 
however,   collectors    have    become    so   well 
acquainted,  that  comment  is  needless.    There 
was  an  almost  melancholy  interest  about  the 
issue  of  Don  Pedro, — the  boy  king  who  so 
soon    followed    his    beautiful    young    wife, 
Henrietta,    to    the    grave.      The    designer 
seems  to  have  made  very  poor  work  of  the 
portrait.     It  is  hard  to  beHeve  that  any  one 
ever  had  a  neck  so  disproportionately  small 
as  the  king  is  there  represented  as  having; 
if  he  had,  then  his  head  must  have  been  in  a 
veiy  uncomfortable  position. 

We  embarked  at  Lisbon  in  the  nuul 
packet, — and  being  now  old  sailors,  neither 
of  us  experienced  any  unpleasant  sensations, 
— and  arrived  safe  in  Brompton  on  the  26th 
of  August,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening; 
and,  f^^r  enjoying  some  of  my  own  parti- 
cular punch.  Brown  and  I  separated  for  the 
night. 

And  now  it  is  time  I  should  part  from  my 
readers,  who  I  trust  are  indulgent  ones.  My 
principal  aim  in  jotting  down  these  '  recollec- 
tions '  has  been  to  show  the  historical  lessons 
which  may  be  learnt  from  postage  stamps, 
and  from  which,  in  fiacty  they  derive  so  much 
of  their  importance.  Should  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  inducing  my  readers  to  endeavour 
to  extract  similar  lessons  for  themselves,  I 
shall  be  satisfied  with  the  result  of  my 
labours.  And  have  only  to  say,  in  conclu- 
sion, that  Jabez  Jones  wishes  them  all  the 
time-honoured  compliments  of  the  season, — 
a  merry  Christmas  and  a  happy  New  Year. 

NOTES  ON  THE  SOUTH  AMERICAN 

STAMPS. 

BY   OVERY   TAYLOR. 

Therb  is  probably  hardly  any  part  of  the 
world  less  known  to  Europeans  than  the 
great  continent  of  South  America.  lis 
countries  are  names,  its  inhabitants  myths ; 
a  conftised  jumble  of  boundless  pampas, 
broad  sombreros,  long  cloaks,  savage  foce^ 
and  smoking  volcanoes,  is  probably  the 
picture  called  up  in  the  mind  of  an  ordinary 
reader  on  the  mentdou  of  that  vast  expanse. 
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the  abode  of  many  nations.  Its  stampH  per- 
form by  no  means  tbeir  least  important  duty 
in  enabling  those  who  inspect  them  to  form 
a  clearer  idea  of  their  birthplaces.  For  they 
are  in  themselves  the  evidence  of  the  exist- 
ence there  of  a  degree  of  civih'zation,  of  civil 
government  and  administration.  We  are 
introduced  by  the  stamps  at  a  glance  into  the 
social  life  of  their  proper  owners ;  we  see 
them  enjoying  the  benefits  of  speedy  com- 
nmnication  in  business  and  in  private  life ; 
and  they  cease  to  be  mere  shadows  in  the 
mind. 

Brazil  took  the  initiative  in  issuing  stamps, 
the  large  Roman  series  having  begun  its 
existence,  according  to  M.  Moens,  on  the  Ist 
July,  1843.  If  this  date  be  correct,  the 
South  American  empire  was  only  the  second 
after  our  own  country  to  establish  the  cheap 
postal  system,  and  it  is  somewhat  surprising 
that  the  Brazilian  government  adopted  it 
before  the  European  powers  appeared  sensi- 
ble of  its  advantages.  The  first  issue  con- 
tinned  current  exactly  a  year ;  tmd  notwith- 
standing the  energy  of  stamp-coljectors  in 
searching  for  specimens,  they  are  still  very 
rare.  Their  large  plain  figures,  partially 
hiding  a  beautiful  engine-turned  background, 
are  still  considered  to  greatly  enhance  the 
value  of  an  album.  These  stamps,  together 
with  the  succeeding  issues,  are,  we  believe, 
the  only  ones  on  which  no  indication  of  their 
nse  or  of  the  country  in  which  they  are  cur- 
rent appears.  The  second  issue — that  known 
as  the  *  italic  *  series — remained  in  use  until 
I80O,  when  the  *  small  Roman  *  superseded 
it,  and  has  remained  current  to  the  present 
time.  The  beauty  of  many  of  the  other 
South  American  stamps  renders  the  extreme 
ugliness  of  these  more  apparent.  There 
have  been  from  time  to  time  rumours  of  the 
forthcoming  of  a  new  series  bearing  the 
head  of  the  Brazilian  emperor,  but  that  con- 
summation— so  devoutly  to  be  desired  by 
every  true  collector — has  not  yet  come  to 
pass.     The  only  exception  to  the  otherwise 

unvarying  black  impressions 
are  the  280  r.  red  (of  which 
an  engraving  is  appended), 
430  r.  yellow,  and  the  10  and 
30  r.  blue,  but  they  are  hardly 
sufficient  to  enHven  the  Brazilian  page. 
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Our  own  colony  of  British  Guiana  is  the 
next  stamp  issuing  country  in  chronological 
order.  We  are  indebted  to  M.  Moens*  work 
for  our  information  concerning  the  first  issued 
stamp.  It  appears  by  his  engraving  to  have 
been  a  large  rectangular  one,  of  most  primi- 
tive appearance.  Between  a  border  of  simple 
ruled  lines  are  the  words  British  guuna, 
POSTAGE  FOUR  CENTS.  In  the  centre  is  a  ship 
with  all  sails  set  and  bows  pointing  to  the 
right;  above,  the  words  damus  pktiml'S,  and 
below  <^UE  vicissiM.  The  second  issue  is 
somewhat  better  known  to  collectors,  and 
bears  the  ever-present  ship  on  a  shield  with  a 
small  coaster  in  the  distance ;  the  word 
PETiMUS,  however,  becomes  in  this  issue 
PATiiius,  perhaps  by  accident.  In  1853 
another  series  became  current  which  nearly 
approached  to  the  present  tjrpe ;  the  ship 
was  enlarged  ;  no  longer  a  sketch,  it  appears 
in  the  full  grandeur  of  main,  mizen,  and 
fore  sails,  top  sails  and  top  gallants.  In  the 
inscription  que  was  still  separated  from 
PETIMUS,  but  in  the  issue  of  1860  the  two 
were  like  much-enduring  lovers  at  the  end 
of  the  third  volume — united,  we  trust,  not 
again  to  be  put  asunder;  and  the  prow  of 
the  vessel  was  once  more  turned  to  the  right. 
The  colours  of  this  series  are  well  chosen. 
The  4}  c.  blue  is  generally  of  a  *  slatey  '  hue, 
but  we  have  now  before  us  a  specimen  of 
a  bright  ultramarine.  Not  satisfied  appa- 
rently with  these  stamps,  the  colonists  com- 
menced another  issue  last  year,  and  have 
already  brought  out  three  individuals,  the 
6  c,  24  c,  and  48  c,  the  design  of  which  is 
very  fine  and  certainly  superior  to  that  of 
the  stamps  they  have  superseded.  The  hu- 
man element  also  appears  to  have  bean  intro- 
duced, for  we  may  fairly  presume  that  the 
httle  black  dots  which  rise  above  the  bul- 
warks of  the  deck  are  intended  either  for 
seamen  or  passengers,  and  the  blank  back- 
ground of  former  issues  also  gives  way  in  this 
to  heavy  clouds.  It  is  somewhat  surprising 
that,  whilst  there  has  been  a  progressive  im- 
provement in  the  designs  of  the  adhesives, 
the  newspaper  stamps,  first  issued  about  two 
years  ago,  remain  in  their  original  simplicity, 
and  are  only  remarkable  from  the  disputes 
which  have  arisen  amongst  collectors  con- 
cerning the  genuineness  of  certain  varieties. 
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The  rare,  but  now  well-known  Corriontes, 
a  full  account  of  which  has  already  appeared 
in  this  magazine,  were  issued  in  1856,  pre- 
ceding by  a  year  the  superbly  engraved 
Steam  Navigation  Company*s  stamps,  and 
by  more  than  two  years  the  issue  for  the 
entire  Argentine  Confederation — the  latter, 
commencing  with  a  rough  and  very  queer 
looking  series,  has  attained  to  a  most  respect- 
able position  among  stamp  countries.  It  has 
passed  the  cap-of-liberty  and  rising-sun  epoch, 
and  now  commemorates  an  ex- president 
upon  its  labels.    • 

Buenos  Ayres — a  state,  to  the  south  of,  and 
which  formerly  belonged  to,  the  Argentine 
Republic,  but  seceded  in  1853 — has  issued 
two  series  of  stamps  ;  in  the  first,  a  roughly 
drawn  steamship,  in  an  oval,  forms  the  prin- 
cipal object,  whilst  the  head  of  liberty  figures 
on  the  current  labels.  In  the  obsolete  issue 
the  value  is  given  in  words,  in  the  present 
issue  in  figures.  The  issue  of  1858  has  an 
unfinished  appearance  about  the  comers, 
their  sole  ornament  being  a  whito  disc  ;  the 
lettering  is  also  coarse  and  indistinct,  but  the 
current  series  is  remarkable  for  attention  to 
detail  and  clearness  of  inscription. 

The  New  Granada  stamps  display  the  cap, 
we  might  almost  call  it  the  night-cap,  of 
liberty — a  most  unpoetical  emblem  of  free- 
dom ;  and  above  it  an  ornament  which  must 
have  puzzled  many  a  collector,  but  which  we 
are  able  to  decipher  as  a  double  cornucopia. 
We  presume  the  stars  which  are  scattered 
*  promiscuous-like  *  over  the  *61  issue,  and 
which  have  been  gathered  up  into  a  circlet 
in  that  of '63,  indicate  (after  the  manner  of  the 
United  States  stamps)  the  number  of  states 
comprised  in  the  Confederation.  The  old 
issues  are  of  an  unpresuming  appearance, 
and  at  best  nothing  more  than  favourable 
specimens  of  mediocrity;  but  the  current 
series  show  great  improvement :  the  back- 
ground of  each  stamp  being  filled  in  with 
deep  colour,  and  the  comers  occupied  with 
neat  ornaments.  The  name  of  the  country 
has  been  altered  since  the  first  issue  of 
stamps,  when  it  was  entitled  the  United 
States  of  New  Granada.  The  name  on  the 
current  issue  is  E.  u.  de  Columbia, — United 
States  of  Columbia. 

The  Chilian  stamps  are  said  to  bear  the 


head  of  Christopher  Columbus,  but  we  have 
never  heard  from  whence  the 'compilers  of 
manuals   obtained    information   to  warrant 
them  in  describing  the  head  as  that  of  the 
illustrious  discoverer.    Nor  does  there  seem  to 
be  any  reason  for  keeping  him  in  remembrance 
upon    Chilian    post^e    labels.     He    nevor 
penetrated  so  fiir  as  Chih,  nor  ever,  so  far  as 
we  could  learn,  conferred  any  benefit  upon 
that  country.     The   chapeau  which   adorns 
the  doubtful  head  is,  moreover,  not  Spanish, 
of  the  fiskshion  of  the  fifteenth  century.    Alto- 
gether, it  appears  more  likely  that  some  local 
celebrity  was  intended  to  be  conmiemorated 
by  it.*     The  only  rarity  in  Chilian  stamps  is 
the  first  issue,  comprising  the  5  c.  and  10  c. 
only  on  blue  paper. 

In  the  continent  of  republics,  we  come 
next  to  Pern,  which  sports  its  arms  upon  its 
stamps: — a  llama  (mistaken  by  M.  Moens 
for  a  horse),  a  tree,  and  a  cornucopia — on  a 
shield,  surmounted  by  a  laurel  crown.     In 
the  1  dinero  the  shield  is  surrounded  by  a 
wreath  only,  in  the  1  peseta  by  four  flags, 
and  in  the  \  peso  by  four  flags  and  a  wreath. 
The   difierences  between    the    two    former 
issues  are  trifling  and  those  of  detail  only, 
the  design  and  the  colours  being  the  same  in 
both.     Probably  the  old  plates  being  worn 
out,  new  ones   were  engraved,   and  hence 
some  accidental  diflerences  ;  the  chief  being 
that  the  groundwork  of  the  centre  of  the 
second  issue  is  wavy,  whilst  that  of  the  first 
issue  is  zigzag.     The   current   series,   with 
arms  embossed  in  white  relief  and  border 
raised,  has  a  very  pleasing  appearance, — the 
tracery  of  the  border  coming  out  very  clearly. 
In  the  proof  impressions,  the  arms  alone  are 
relieved. 

One  of  the  brightest  pages  in  that  part  of 
our  album  which  is  occupied  by  the  South 
American  stamps,  is  that  on  which  those  of 
Montevideo  are  mounted.  They  are  plain  but 
brilliant.  There  is  no  profusion  of  ornament 
in  any,  but  each  stamp  tells  its  own  value 
distinctly.     In  the   lately-issued   series   the 

^  [We  hare  ever  been  under  the  impression  fh«t 
the  word  ^  Colon/  the  name  of  the  Chilian  port,  was  xni«i- 
taken  by  the  first  manual  writer  as  designating  Colombo^ 
— it  being,  as  is  well  known,  his  unlatimzed  name ;  which 
error  has  been  perpetrated  by  succeeding  oompilerv.  Th^ 
head  dress,  however,  is  rather  an  argument  iit  their 
favour  than  not,  being  undoubtedly  Genoese.— Ed.] 
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son's  glory  has  been  much  diminished ; 
Phoebus  now  flattens  his  nose  against  the 
top  of  a  shield,  and  his  rays  are  hidden  by 
six  bi-coloured  standards.  His  work  is  now 
to  throw  a  light  upon  a  horse,  an  ox,  a  pair 
of  scales,  and  a  nondescript  house,  which 
together  form  the  arms  of  the  illustrious 
r^ubUca  oriental — Uruguay.  We  wish  he 
were  able  to  throw  some  light  also  on  the 
Yalnes  of  this  issue,  which  seem,  compared 
to  the  obsoletes,  very  low.  It  may  interest 
collectors  to  know  that,  according  to  Mons. 
Moens,  the  diligencia  stamps  ^  were  used  by 
the  conductors  of  diligences,  who  were  not 
allowed  to  transmit  letters  unprovided  with 
them.' 

Venezuela  concludes  the  list  of  South 
American  stamp  countries.  The  partiality 
of  the  republics  for  quadrupeds  as  part  of 
their  armorial  bearings  is  remarkable.  As 
we  before  said,  Monte  Video  sports  a  horse 
and  an  ox,  Peru  a  llama,  and,  we  may  now  add, 
Venezuela  a  horse,  which  is  represented  at  full 
^llop  across  each  stamp  of  the  obsolete  series. 
We  have  not  un frequently  met  with  collectors 
yrho  supposed  that  the  rectangular  stamps, 
value  jj  ^,  and  1  centavo  respectively,  formed 
a  second  issue ;  it  may,  therefore,  be  as  well 
to  mention  that  they  were  used  for  franking 
newspapers,  contemporaneously  with  the 
small  stamps,  which  were  intended  for  letters 
only.  The  present  issue  abandons  the  es- 
cutcheon for  a  spread  eagle,  somewhat  indis- 
tinctly drawn,  but  which  appears  to  grasp  a 
thunderbolt  in  its  right  claw  and  an  olive 
branch  in  its  left ;  and  is  surmounted  by 
seven  stars,  typical,  we  presume,  of  the 
states  composing  the  federation. 

Mr.  Mount  Brown  has  catalogued  the 
hand  stamp  of  Bolivia,  which  we  have  not 
yet  been  filvoured  with  a  sight  of;  and  we 
have  lately  heard  of  a  veritable  Paraguayan 
stamp,  of  better  authenticated  existence  than 
the  mythical  essays  which  have  long  deceived 
collectors. 

Collectors,  we  fear,  will  have  some  time  to 
wait  before  they  can  add  a  set  of  Patagonian 
stamps  to  their  albums;  it  will  more  pro- 
bably be  the  lot  of  their  posterity  in  the  third 
or  toorth  generation,  should  they  remain 
fiedthful  to  their  ancestors'  pursuits.  We  may 
hope  for  those  of  Ecuador  at  an  earlier  date ; 


and  the  day  may  come  when  Dutch  Guiana 
stamps  will  be  no  longer  the  ignes  fatui  of 
collectors,  but  actaal  and  indubitable  facts. 


THE  BASLE   STAMP. 

BY  PENTONIA. 

This  now-obsolete  stamp  has  been  repro- 
duced, *  for  the  benefit  of  collectors,'  in  a 
greater  variety  of  forgeries  than  perhaps  any 
other.  As  its  postal  value  was  but  one  half- 
penny, it  is  not  likely  that  many,  if  any,  ever 
freed  letters  to  England ;  hence  its  very 
great  rarity.  It  may  be  inferred,  from  the 
legend  round  the  shield,  that  it  was  issued 
specially  for  the  sub-canton  of  Basel- Stadt ; 
which  comprises  not  only  the  town  of  Basel, 
the  largest  in  Switzerland,  but  also  the  two 
districts  or  communes  of  Riehen  and  Klein 
Hum'gen.  Or  stadt-post  may  indicate  that 
it  was  for  strictly  local  purposes,  like  the 
stadt-post  of  Bremen,  Ac.  The  other  sub- 
canton  is  called  Basel- Landschaft,  the  capital 
of  which  is  Liechstall ;  and  the  two,  prior  to 
the  disturbances  of  1881,  constituted  the  old 
canton  of  Basel.  It  does  not  appear  that 
the  people  of  Basel-Landschafb  ever  had  any 
postage  stamps  of  their  own.  Being  an  agri- 
cultural and  particularly  ignorant  race — in 
the  latter  respect  a  striking  contrast  to  their 
commercial  neighbours  of  Basel-Stadt — they 
probably  wrote  but  few  letters,  and  either 
were  content  with  the  old  system  of  money 
payment,  or  else  used  the  5  rappen  of  Rayon 
I,  equivalent  to  a  penny  stamp. 

We  will  now  describe  the  genuine  Basel 
stamp,  commenting  on  the  forgeries  as  we 
proceed.  The  centre  of  the  stamp  is  occupied 
by  a  carrier  pigeon  on  the  wing,  in  white 
relief,  bearing  a  letter,  on  a  light  crimson 
shield.  Mount  Brown  calls  this  bird  a  dove, 
doubtless  preferring  the  literal  translation  of 
the  Grerman  hrieftauhe ;  but  we  think  carrier 
pigeon  the  more  correct  term. 

Bound  the  shield  is  a  broad  white  scroll, 
having  stadt  post  basel  inscribed  in  large 
English  capitals.  At  the  top  of  the  shield, 
and  forming  the  junction  of  the  two  ends  of 
the  scroll,  is  the  episcopal  crest  of  Basel — a 
crosier-case,  sable,  Lewes  &  Pemberton,  in 
Forged  Stamps  :  How  to  Detect  tlietn,  first 
edition,  call  this  device  *a  key;'  a  corres- 
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pondent  of  the  Stamp-Collector's  Magazifie, 
page  79,  with  about  as  much  resemblance, 
calls  it '  a  fleur-de-lis  ;'  a  better  guess  would 
have  been  *  a  reversed  cornucopia.'  It  may 
be  asked,  What  is  a  crosier-case  ?  We  have 
in  vain  searched  dozens  of  dictionaries,  both 
ancient  and  modem  for  an  explanation. 
Even  the  author  of  Berry's  HercMry — which 
is  our  authority  on  the  subject — seems  at  a 
loss,  for  (see  article  Basel)  he  simply  records 
the  heraldic  fact,  and  then  refers  us  to  the 
engraving  (No.  23  of  plate  4^)  where  sure 
enough  the  mysterious  device  is  sketched, 
differing  but  slightly  in  details  from  that  on 
the  Basle  stamp.  In  the  absence  of  proof 
positive  as  to  what  a  crosier-case  was,  it  may 
bo  suggested,  that,  as  the  episcopal  crosier- 
heads  were  formerly  richly  ornamented  (wit- 
ness thr>se  still  preserved  at  Corpus  Christi 
and  at  New  College,  Oxford),  they  might 
have  been  sometimes  covered  when  the 
bishop  walked  in  religious  processions  in  wet 
weather.  At  all  events,  if  episcopal,  the 
crest  is  of  considerable  antiquity.  It  does 
not  appear  that  Basel  possessed  a  bishop 
subsequent  to  1530,  when  at  the  dawning  of 
the  Reformation,  in  which  the  town  of  Basel 
took  an  active  part,  his  reverence  had  to 
make  himself  scarce  in  double  quick  time, 
and  his  office,  we  believe,  thenceforth  became 
extinct. 

The  remaining  and  outer  portion  of  the 
stamp  is  a  white  ground,  covered  with  minute 
oblong,  pale-blue  dots,  some  being  perceptibly 
larger  than  others,  and  turned  so  as  to  form 
a  wavy  pattern  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
stamp  ;  which  pattern  is  very  imperfectly 
continued  on  the  lower  part.  In  faded 
specimens  these  blue  dots  assume  a  greenish 
hue. 

There  are  three  forgeries  of  this  stamp 
now  before  us,  the  most  conspicuous  of  which 
is  that  on  a  uniform  pale  green  gi*ound,  the 
red  shield,  however,  being  a  tolerable  colour. 
Another  forgery  has  the  blue  dots  too  large 
and  too  dark.  A  third  forgery  has  the  dots 
better  imitated,  but  not  clear  ;  and  both  this 
and  the  last-mentioned  have  the  shields 
scarlet,  instead  of  cnmson.  In  the  lower 
corners  of  the  stamp  is  2\  to  the  left,  and 
Rp.  on  the  right.  In  the  genuine  stamp  the 
2^  is  very  thin,  the  letters  rp.  moderately  so. 


None  of  the  forgeries  have  imitated  the  ex- 
quisite thinness  of  these  fisnres.  In  the 
genuine  stamp  the  stroke  of  the  ^  is  slanting 
and  does  not  touch  the  2.  In  the  green 
forgery  the  stroke  of  the  ^  is  quite  straight 
and  touches  the  2.  In  the  dotted  forgeries 
the  stroke  slants  correctly,  but  is  not  so  fine 
nor  so  clearly  separated  from  the  2  as  in  the 
genuine  stamp.  In  the  genuine  stamp  the 
ornaments  on  the  upper  comers  above  the 
shield  have  generally  (we  believe,  invariably) 
five  little  strokes  in  the  left  and  three  in  tiie 
right  one.  In  all  forgeries  these  strokes  are 
either  deficient  in  number  or  altogether 
smudged. 

Genuine. — The  episcopal  crest  is  of  the 

same  thickness  above  and  below  the  middle 

>ing8.     Forged. — The  episcopal  crest  is  very 

much  thicker  below  the  middle  rings  than 

above. 

Genuine. — The  middle  bottom  point  of  the 
episcopal  crest  is  long,  and  almost  touches 
the  black  line.  Forged. — The  said  point  is 
short  and  does  not  touch  the  black  line. 

Genuine. — The  left  wing  of  the  carrier 
pigeon  is  remarkably  narrow,  compared  with 
the  right.  Forged. — The  said  wing  is  nearly 
as  broad  as  the  right. 

Genuine. — The  claw  of  the  bird  is  just 
visible.  Forged. — There  is  a  slight  bulge 
where  the  claw  should  be,  but  nothing  more. 

This  completes  our  description  of  these 
pretty  little  stamps ;  pretty  even  as  forgeries 
— for  they  are  all  well  executed — but  still 
more  pretiy  and  elegant  when  real. 


CURRENT  STAMP  FORGERIES. 

BY  EDWARD  L.   PEMBERTON,  AUTHOR  OP   *  *X)EGED 
STAMPS:   HOW  TO   DETECT  THEM.' 

Baden,  1850,  1  kreuzer  buflf. — ^The  small 
pointed  ornaments  above  and  below  the  let- 
tering in  the  side  labels,  are  every  one  sepa- 
rated at  the  base  from  its  neighbour ;  in  the 
genuine  they  all  join  at  the  base.  They  are 
especially  separated  (in  the  forgery)  in  the 
centre  of  the  right-hwid  rows. 

Bavakia,  Umhrea  d'  instruction, — The  forge- 
ries are  far  too  bright  in  colour ;  for  those 
who  must  collect  these,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  compare  the  suspected  copy  with  those  of 
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Uie  same  value  now  used  in  Bavaria;  the 
issne  is  on  white  paper,  those  under  discus- 
sion are  upon  coloured  paper. 

Italy,  1856,  3  Hre. — This  imitation  is  not 
bj  any  means  a  poor  one ;  on  first  sight  it  is 
deceptive,  but  there  is  one  glaring  error 
vhich  at  once  condemns  the  stamp.  The 
word  FRANCO  is  printed  in  the  same  direction 
as  BOLLO,  whereas  they  should  be  in  different 
directions,  fbanco  reading  from  the  base  of 
the  stamp,  bollo  firom  the  top ;  in  the  for- 
gery both  read  from  the  top.  In  the  forgery 
the  lettering  is  too  large  ;  and  the  beads 
forming  the  outside  border  are  every  one  of 
them  distinct,  and  too  large. 

OiiDENBUBe,  1-16,  1-30  thaler. — These  two 
imitations  are  very  close ;  both  being  from 
different  dies,  they  will  require  a  separate 
description.  The  first  is  the  1-15  th.,  which 
shows  the  following  discrepancies  from  the 
original  stamp.  The  a  of  oldenburg  is  above 
the  level  of  B,  o  larger  than  any  of  the  other 
letters,  n  is  to  the  left  side  of  the  point  of 
shield — ^in  the  genuine  the  letter  N  is  to  the 
right-hand  side  of  the  shield,  and  is  very 
narrow, — the  letter  u  is  very  narrow  at  the 
top,  the  lower  half  of  the  B  very  much  larger 
than  the  upper,  and  the  point  of  the  small 
upper  shield  is  over  the  right  side  of  the 
figure  1  of  1-15.  In  the  forgery,  the  point 
of  the  small  shield  is  just  over  the  centre 
of  the  figure  1  of  1-15.  In  the  forgery, 
again,  the  shading  of  the  band  is  rather 
coarse,  the  lines  often  touching  and  crossing 
each  other;  the  top  of  the  R  of  4f  g.r.  is 
about  on  a  level  with  the  half  of  the  letters 
of  the  word  thaleb,  whilst  in  the  genuine 
1-15  th.  the  R  is  just  level  with  the  tops  of 
the  letter&  The  1-30  th.  is  much  better 
done  than  the  1-15.  The  genuine  1-30  has 
the  tops  of  all  the  letters  of  thaler  marked 
by  a  '  finishing  stroke,*  which  is  very  strong 
over  the  a  ;  there  is  no  such  stroke  in  the 
forgery,  and  the  strokes  to  the  other  letters 
are  not  nearly  so  determined  as  in  the  gen- 
uine ;  in  the  latter  the  strokes  over  the  two 
sides  of  the  letter  H  run  one  into  the  other, 
forming  one  stroke  for  the  two  sides.  For- 
gery, the  lettering  Oldenburg  too  large  and 
thick,  the  shading  in  the  band  is  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  wanting  in  the  right-hand  lower 
portion. 


There  is  a  forgery  of  the  \  gr.  yellow,  very 
badly  done ;  the  letters  of  oldenburg  are 
very  long,  compared  to  the  real  stamps. 

Saxony,  oldest  3  pfennige  red. — There  is  a 
very  fine  forgery  of  this  stamp  now  in  circu- 
lation. The  following  points  must  be  remem- 
bered :  that  the  genuine  stamp  is  not  a 
lithograph,  but  seemingly  a  wood  impression; 
that  the  sohd  shaded  porticms  of  the  central 
3  are  seldom,  if  ever,  clearly  defined  as  to 
when  the  background  commences  and  the 
shading  of  the  figure  ends,  i.e.,  the  back- 
ground is  generally  as  deep  in  colour  as  the 
deepest  parts  of  the  shading  of  the  figure. 
In  the  forgery  wo  find  the  figure  stands  up 
quite  clear  of  the  background,  which  is  very 
pale  and  undecided.  The  genuine  3  pf.  is  on 
a  white  paper,  this  forgery  is  on  white  too, 
but  is  ^1  a  sixteenth  of  an  inch  smaller  in 
length  and  breadth  than  the  original.  The 
base  of  the  A  of  sachs£N  is  nearer  to  the  s 
than  c  of  that  word,  and  the  second  s  is  a 
trifle  smaller  than  the  h  which  precedes  it, 
this  is  the  genuine.  There  is  another  and 
far  poorer  forgery  of  this  stamp,  which  has 
been  previously  described. 

Brunswick,  oldest  1  s.  gr.  pink. — Forgery 
deeper  (in  depth)  than  the  original,  shading 
in  ends  of  labels  an  indistinct  smudge,  letter- 
ing smudgy  and  not  clearly  outlined.  In  the 
genuine  the  crown  touches  the  horse's  head, 
in  this  imitation  there  is  a  distinct  space 
between  the  crown  and  the  head. 

Prussia  envelope  7  s.  gr.,  with  threads. — 
The  colour  of  this  imitation  is  too  brown ; 
the  threads  are  too  coarse,  and  may  be  de- 
tected in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  forgeries 
of  the  Schleswig  Holstein,  which  I  have 
mentioned  in  a  previous  number ;  the  micro- 
scopic word  (schilling)  on  the  neck  of  the 
king  is  wanting  in  the  forgery.  There  is 
another  envelope  stamp  now  forged,  viz., 

Baden  envelope  3  kr.  blue. — ^The  parting 
in  the  duke*s  hair  is  not  clearly  given,  the 
hair  is  not  at  all  badly  curled,  the  mous- 
tache is  indistinct,  and  the  profile  and 
whole  impression  is  poor.  The  lacework 
upon  which  the  lettering  is  placed  is  not 
clear  by  any  means  near  the  lettering  ;  the 
imitation  seems  lithographed,  instead  of  die 
printed. 
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NEWLY.ISSUED  OE  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
'A  blaok,  my  lord.' 
One  of  tbe  mnltdtudiiionB  excellencies  of  our 
immortal  poet  is  the  exhaustleaa   fund    of 
qnotatioDs  readily  attainable  from  his  works 
upon  every  conceivable  enbject.     The  reply 
of  the  love-sick  Viola  to  the  Duke  will  aptly 
represent  the  state  of  our  repository  of  new 

K stage  BtampB  this  month,  as  far  as  we 
ve  yet  bad  opportunity  of  ascertaining. 
In  alt  probability  the  new  year,  ae  usual,  will 
nsber  in  some  novettiee,  aB,  for  instance,  the 
expected  new  series  for  Spain.  Tbe  2  s.  g. 
and  S  s.  g.  of  Brunswick  will  possibly  soon 
be  modified  after  tbe  example  of  the  yellow 

1  s.  g.  noted  in  our  last  number;  and  the 

2  s.  and  8  s.  of  Denmark,  which  we  were 
erroneously  given  to  nnderstand  had  been 
issued  during  our  absence  on  the  Continent, 
are  likely  (in  legal  parlance)  to  put  in  an 
appearance. 

A  correspondent  from  St.  Thomas  informs 
US  of  the  appearance  of  two  more  of  the  La 
tiuaira  stamps  of  the  respective  values  of 
\  r.  and  2  r.,  like  those  first  issued,  but 
different  in  colour,  the  latter  being  gold- 
yellow,  and  the  former  light-blue.  They  are 
not,  however,  to  supersede,  but  for  use  cur- 
rently with  the  previous  issue  for  the  follow- 
ing renson.  The  real  <)f  VencKuela  beingworth 
a  trifle  less  than  ten  centH,  and  that  of  St. 
ThoDias  twelve  cents  and  a  half,  an  equivalent 
price  would  not  be  paid  for  the  transmission  of 
letters  to  and  fro  were  the  same  stamps 
employcl  in  both  instances,  so  that  the  new 
series  are  destined  exclusively  for  the  con- 
veyance of  letters  from  St. 
Thomas,  and  the  red  and  green 
stamps  frank  thither  from  the 
Venezuelan  ports.  The  La 
aira  2  centavos,  here  en- 
grave<l,  colour  green, 


r  last  n 


The  Belgian  essay  figured  in  the  number 
for  November,  is  printed  in  gi-een,  blue, 
.yellow,  red,  light-brown,  and  plum-brown. 
We  learn  from  official  authority  they  are 
among  the  rejected.  Those  bearing  the  arms 
of  Belgium  are  found  in  four  colours — black, 
green,  blue,  and  puce,— and,  unless  the  au- 


thorities have  changed  their  official  pro- 
gramme, not  iulfilling  the  published  requim- 
tions,  will  be  in  the  same  category.  A  serie* 
uow  before  us  may  possibly  be  chosen.  They 
bear  the  profile  of  King  Leopold  in  a  circle ; 
above,  beloique  ;  below,  postbs  and  tie 
value.  They  are  colour  on  white :  1  centime, 
all  green ;  10  c,  head  green,  frame  and  or- 
namentation, lilac  ;  20  c,  head  blue,  frame, 
&c.,  brown  ;  and  40  c.  with  head  of  a  roae- 
red,  and  the  rest  of  the  stamp  blue.  We  see 
the  A  c.  and  10  c.  envelopes  of  Canada  for 
sale  and  in  collections  on  yellow  paper ;  bat 
have  Just  received  a  communication  irom 
the  postmaster  of  Montreal,  in  reply  to  a 
request  for  snch  varieties,  positively  denying 
their  existence  on  any  but  white  paper! 
Whence  come  the  yellow  ones  P  Are  tiiey 
confined  eicluaively  to  the  far  west,  or 
where? 

All  the  Lu^n  stamps  except  those  now 

In  current,  especially  tLe  seriet 
I  represented  by  the  aocom- 
■  panying  engraving,  are  now 
H  of  great  rarity,  in  conse- 
m  quence  of  the  destruction  of 
I  stamps,  dies,  and  post-office, 
M  altogether,  by  the  earthijui^e 
at  Manilla.  This,  which  is  bine,  is  less  rare 
than  tbe  yellow-green  2  r.  f ,  but  the  5  cuartos 
orange  and  10  o.  red  are  of  almost  unattain- 
able scarcity. 

Tbe  blockade  stamp  of  the  Confederate 
States  here  figured,  we  . 
did  not  see  in  time  for 
notice  in  last  month's 
magazine.  The  stamp 
requires  no  Airtber  de- 
scription, and,  in  fact, 
tells  its  own  tale.  The 
impression  is  blue 
white,  and  it  is  perfo- 
rated, or,  as  the  French,  ' 
with  much  better  reason,  render  it,  deniilaUd, 
The  1  c.  Confederate  buff, 
here  figured,  differs  in  colour, 
monetoiy  value,  and  Lead 
{which  is  that  of  Colquhonn), 
from  the  blue  5  c.  of  that 
country.  We  were  informed, 
by  a  member  of  tJie  firm  that 
manufactured  these  stampa, 
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of  the  sDpposed  loae  of  the  veBsel  which 
carried  out  the  supply  ;  so  that  the  few 
specimens  known  in  England  must  have 
been  sent  preriouglj,  or  retained  here  foi- 
some  purpose. 

Bell's  despatch,  a  new  local 
for  Montreal  is&nanpretend- 
ing  but  very  neatly  engraved 
stamp.  The  four  devices 
between  the  arms  uf  the  St. 
Andrew's  cross,  the  last  of 
which  is  not  plainly  depicted,  J 
are  the  rose,  thistle,  sham- 
rock,  and  Canada  beaver.  The  colour  is  a 
rich  mauve-lilac  on  wliite.  The  Canadian 
locals  promise  to  become  of  as  mnch  interest 
to  collectors  as  those  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  reliable  information  concerning  them  is 
mnch  to  be  desired. 

The  appended  engraving  of 
;he  now  well-accredited   Livo- 
lian,   which  we  introduced  to 
I   the  notice  of  our  sabscribera  in 
I  magazine  for  November,  will 
I   give  an  idea  of  the  greatly  im- 
proved appearance  of  the   im- 
pression through  the  addition 
of  the  proper  armorial  bearings. 

The  Bazaar  Post-office  stamp,  used,  we 
presume,  in  the  same  manner  as  those 
aUnded  to  in  our  American 
correspoD dent's  letter,  in  the 
present  n amber,  but  as  we  have 
been  informed,  at  a  bazaar, 
held  in  Albany  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Confederates  (?),  is  a 
very  pretty  delicate- looking 
label.  The  impression  is  in  two  colonrs,  a 
reddish  pink  and  blade.  We  have  another 
of  the  Btune  value,  but  much  larger  and 
handsomer.  It  bears  an  ei^le  on  a  branch, 
the  word  lOST  office  is  in  very  tastily- 
ileaigned  letters,  and  the  frame  is  elegantly 
ornamented  at  the  corners.  Blue  impression, 
sod,  like  the  preceding, 
printed  on  white   paper. 

The  engraving  of  the 
resuscitatad  Bnenoa  Ayres 
stamp,  which  was  omitted 
in  the  last  number,  forms 
tlie  tailpiece  to  the  present 
article. 


ADDITIONAL  NOTES  ON  THE  FIRST 
SERIES  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES 
POSTAGE  STAMPS. 


Since  I  wrote  my  former  notes,  Messrs. 
Stafford  Smith  &  Smith  have  sent  me  another 
large  series  of  the  Sydney  stamps  to  examine, 
and  Mrs.  Gray  has  added  three  new  varieties 
to  her  former  series,  now  noticed. 

I  have  also  learned  from  this  series  that 
the  varieties  do  not  only  arise  from  new 
plates    being  used,   but  also   fraia   several 
stamps  beinfr  engraved  on  each  copperplate  ; 
and    as    each    is    engraved    independently, 
there    are    more    or    less     distinct    varia- 
tions in   the   stamps  that  mre  next  to  one 
another  on  the  same  plate.     This  is  shown 
to  be  the  case,  by  there  being  in  the  collec- 
tion two — and  sometimes  even  fonr — stamps 
on  the  same  piece  of  paper,  as  they  were 
issued,  all  showing  sUght   variations   from 
each   other.     At  the  same  time,  they  are 
all  belonging  to  what  may  be  termed  the 
same  type  of  varieties.      Thus,  some  were 
all    with    the    background   formed  of  per- 
pendicular and  waved  lines,  and  others  of 
them  had  the  solid  nniform  background. 
d*     Very  like  d,  in  the  former  notice,  bnt 
the  foliage  in  the  upper  margins  has  a 
central  stem  produced  beyond  the  second 
pair  of  leaves,  which  on  the  lefl  side  is 
only  imperfect  and  fonned  of  a  single 
line. 
i.     Very  like  fi  in  former  note,  but  the 
foliage  on  the  left  side  has  a  central 
stem  produced  beyond  the  second  pair 
of  leaves ;  on  the  right  side  tliere  is  only 
a  very  small  pair  of  leaves  without  any 
central  stem,  and  the  npper  leaf  is  the 
largest. 
j.     Like  i  aud  k,  but  the  foliage  on  the 
leil  side   ends   in   three    nearly  equal 
sized  leaves  placed  rather  ascendingly, 
and  on  the  right  side  of  only  two  leaves, 
the  second  leaf  of  the  second  pair  being 
very  imperfect. 
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POLISH  ENVELOPE  STAMPS. 
The  vast  extent  of  the  RaBBian  teiritories 
renders  it  impossible  to  cany  out  in  them 
the  system  of  central)  za- 
tion  which  is  in  vogue 
JL    in   France,  and  conse- 
A  qnently    the     different 
H  provinces  have  each  a 
a  eemi  -  independent    ad- 
f  ministration     of    their 
own,  extending  to  post- 
age  etampa  aa  well  aa 
other  matters.     It  is  worthy  of  note  that  not 
only  in  Rnssia  proper,  bat  in  Finland  and  Po- 
land, the  issne  of  envelopes  preceded  that  of 
adhesives.    In  Poland,  however,  the  first  issue 
was  merely  for  local  purposes,  and  the  paper 
bore   only  a  rough    hand'Stamped    device. 
There  were  two  varieties,  differing  slightly 
in  size  and  also  in  tho  position  of  the  in- 
scription, which,  in  the  one  was  in  two  lines 
above  a  double-headed  spread-eagle,  and  in 
the  other  in  two  lines  above  and  one  below. 
Both  varieties  were  of  the  same  value  (1^ 
kop.),  were  for  the  same  pnrpose,  namely, 
to  frank  visiting  cards  sent  through  the  post 
in  Warsaw,  and  are  now  extremely  scarce. 
It  is  mentioned  by  M.  Moens,  in  his  '  lUug- 
tratiow,'  that  '  each  of  the  envelopes  bore 
the  signatures  of  the  two  clerka  whose  dnty 
it  was  to  attend  to  their  distribution,  tfe 
stamp  and  paper  not  being  of  themselves 
deemed  sufficient  guarantees  of  their  authen- 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  1860,  the 
Russian  stamps  wliich  had  been  hitherto 
used  in  Poland  were  superseded  by  a  special 
issne  for  that  province,  being  that  which  is 
now  current,  conaiating  of  one  adliesive  and 
two  envelope  stamps.  Of  the  two  latter,  one, 
value  3  kop.,  is  used  for  the  city  of  Warsaw 
alone;  the  other,  value  10  kop.  (of  which  we 

five  an  engraving),  is  for  general  purposes, 
he  hand-stamped  envelopes  remained  in 
use  for  more  than  a  year  and  a  half  after  the 
issue  of  the  other  series,  but  were  suppressed, 
together  with  the  minor  post-office  through 
which  they  passed,  on  the  16th  Sept.,  1801. 
An  extra  kopec  is  charged  for  each  of  the 
current  envelopes,  but,  unhke  those  of  Russia, 
it  is  not  mentioned  in  the  inscription  on  either. 


REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

BnefmarkeH  Domino;  Anylice,  Poelaye  Stamp 
Zhmiruiet,  Hamburg ;  Spiro.  Bath  : 
Stafford  Smith  &  Smith. 
Mesbbs.  Sfibo  have  turned  their  tac-similes, 
forgeries,  or  whatever  they  may  be  termed, 
to  a  very  good  account  by  applying  theni  to 
snchanovel  and  ingenious  purpose.  The  game 
to  which  they  are  adapted  is  not  so  univer- 
sally popular  in  this  country  as  on  the  con- 
tinent. We  were  mnch  amused  lately, 
during  our  travels,  at  noticing  the  very 
elderly  individuals,  at  the  cafes  of  Germany 
and  Italy,  seriously  intent  in  the  former  case, 
and  enthusiastically  noisy  in  the  latter,  in  an 
amusement  almost  exclusively  confined  to 
the  very  juvenile  portion  of  the  community 

We  need  not  describe  the  adaptation 
further  than  remarking  that  each  postage 
stamp  domino,  instead  of  bearing  two  num- 
bers, shows  the  imitated  labels  of  two 
countries ;  and  that  the  game  is  played  in 
the  normal  way.  In  lieu  of  crying  out,  '  A 
six  and  a  four  wanted,'  or  'Here  la  a  double 
three ; '  the  players  will  say,  '  A  Parma  and  a 
Greek,'  or  'Here  is  a  double  Guiana,'  and  so 
forth. 

We  saw  them  exposed  for  sale  at  a  book- 
seller's at  Botzen,  in  the  Tyrol,  and  they  may 
very  likely  tend  to  introduce  the  postage 
stump  collecting  mania  where  it  has  not  yet 
penetrated.  The  imitations,  especially  as 
regards  the  New  Granadas,  are  so  good  as 
to  be  vrith  difficulty  distinguished  Irom  the 
imitated  specimens ;  and  we  fear,  many  of 
them,  unapplied  to  the  use  we  are  speaking 
0^  are  sold  to  the  nnwary  as  the  genuine 
article. 

Quida  di  tntii  i  FratuMboUi  emessi  dot  1840 
alia  jine  di  Oiugno  1864.  Fircnze :  Q. 
Bbbckeb. 
Theke  is  nothing  particularly  worthy  of 
notice  in  this  small  pufahcation — containing 
but  three  doeeo  pages— ^with  the  exception 
of  its  being  the  first  postage-stamp  catalogue 
printed  in  the  Italian  language,  and  inter- 
esting on  that  account  as.  showing  the  gradual 
spread  of  timbromanie  throngfa  the  southern 
countries  of  Europe.  The  extension  of  the 
fancy  through  Spain  and  Portugal  has  already 
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indaced  the  resuscitation  or  the  re  print  of  most 
of  the  rare  old  issues  of  those  countries ;  so 
that  we  may  now  expect  the  exertions  of  col- 
lectors in  Italy  will  raise  a  host  of  the  rare  blue 
Neapolitans  and  scarlet  Tuscans,  which  will 
pass  by  sale  or  exchange  into  the  hands  of 
nome  collectors,  and  fill  the  gaps  in  many  a 
well-fumished  aJbum. 

Dealers  who  have  a  connection  with  Itahan 
dillettanti,  will  be  rather  surprised,  we  expect, 
at  receiving  applications  for  many  non-existent 
specimens,  mentioned  either  iJirough  igno- 
rance, inadvertence,  or  clerical  error  in  this 
work ;  but  altogether  it  appears  to  have  been 
carefully  got  up.  The  amusing  mistakes  in 
the  long  list  of  United  States*  locals,  as  stage 
M(ige,  &c.,  do  not  exceed  those  in  the  French 
and  German  manuals ;  neither  are  the  omis- 
sions nor  the  interpolations  other  than  could 
he  expected  from  a  work  evidently  compiled 
from  publications  of  a  similar  nature.  It 
should  form  an  acceptable  addition  to  the 
now  respectably-filled  shelf  of  the  postage 
stamp  collector's  bookcase. 

POSTAL    CHIT-CHAT. 

A  Parisian  amateur  has  lately  disposed  of  his  rich 
collection  of  stamps  for  the  large  sum  of  5000  francs. 

Conundrum. — Take  uway  my  first  letter,  take  away 
my  second  letter, — take  away  all  my  letters,  and  I  am 
iUll  the  same.    The  postman. 

In  a  shop  in  Paris  a  large  placard  announces  the  sale 
of  poetage  stamps  'for  a  good  work.'  Unluckily  for  fhe 
credit  of  the  benevolent  vendor,  they  are  nearly  all 
forgeriea. 

Bkaziixan  Newspaper  Stamps.  It  is  usually  be- 
lieved that  the  10  and  30  rcis  (blue)  Brazil  are  news- 
paper stamps ;  such,  however,  is  not  the  case,  for  Brazil 
has  never  as  yet  possessed  newypaper  stamps,  and  it  is  as 
le^l  to  employ  a  10  or  30  reis  (blue)  to  frank  a  letter  as 
a  30  or  60  rcis  (black). —  Universal  Stamp  Gautte, 

A  Changeable  Island. — Reunion  was  discovered  in 
1545,  by  Don  Mascarenhas,  the  French  occupied  it  from 
1642  till  1810,  when  it  was  taken  by  the  English,  but 
restored  on  the  ^d  of  April,  1816.  It  was  first  named 
after  its  discoverer,  then  called  Bourbon  in  honour  of 
Louis  XTV.,  under  the  republic  it  received  the  appellation 
of  Heunion  and  Buonaparte's  Isle,  in  1816  recovered  its 
former  name  of  Bourbon,  and  finally,  in  1848,  resumed  its 
present  designation. — Moens*  Illustrations, 

Letter  franks. — My  soul  still  shudders  as  the  re- 
monbrance  comes  across  me  of  the  *  franks'  which  were 
invented  to  evade  post-office  dues!  The  very  vision  of 
that  heAvy  envelope,  formed  of  a  folded  half-sheet  of  letter- 
paper,  long  since  superseded  by  the  jaunty  and  variously- 
wviwd  envelope  of  the  present  day,  inscribed  with  a 
noble  or  aenatorial  name  in  its  left-hand  comer,  is  loath- 
some to  me  as  I  recall  it !  Uow  the  jaded  and  wearied 
of  the  proud  privilege  of  '  franking*  letters  by 


tracing  their  autographs  on  a  bit  of  folded  paper,  must 
have  cursed  the  boon,  when  the  daily  entreaties  from 
friends,  acauaintances,  constituents,  tenants,  or  even 
unknown  solicitors, — chance  atoms  met  on  life's  path,  and 
beggars  all  I — showered  in  upon  them  for  a  'frank'  to  save 
the  postage  of  a  letter !  *  Uneasy  aits'  everv  crown,  as  we 
all  know.  A  hundredfold  uneasier  than  aft  regal  crowns 
must  have  been  that  crown  of  privilege  bestowed  in  years 
gone  by  upon  our  legislators.  How  I  hated  myself  as  a 
little  sneaK,  when  I  unwillingly  performed  the  mission 
of  going  to  solicit  Sir  Muffington  (Jrub,  our  member,  for 
some  coveted  *  IVank,'  or  even  half-a-dozen  prospective 

*  franks*    for   coming    days!    This    constants-enforced 

*  beggar's  petition'  was  revolting  to  my  little  pride.  Be- 
stowers  and  solicitors  must  have  both  felt  the  weariness 
of  the  boon.  When  at  last  *  franks*  were  destroyed  from 
out  the  land  by  that  good  knieht  and  true.  Sir  Rowland 
Hill,  when  he  mvented  that  real  boon  to  the  nation,  which, 
from  its  verv  magic  nature,  swamped  the  postal  privilege 
at  once  ana  for  even  I  saw  them  die  out  with  a  grim 
feeling  of  delight.  Yet  many  tears  were  doubtless  shed 
on  their  decease.  Hundreds  of  old-maids,  and  half-pay 
captains,  and  folio-scribbling  misses,  and  romantic  schooU 
boys,  considered  their  lives  a  blank,  their  *  occupation 
gone,'  their  ven-  fortunes  ruined,  when  the  hour  of  dis- 
solution arrived,  and  *  dear  Lord  Mousehill,'  or  *  oiu*  good 
member,'  could  no  longer  solace  their  greed  and  reward 
their  imuortunities  by  those  precious  *  franks.'  'l*hey  are 
among  the  mortui  now,  those  clumsy  envelopes,  smeared 
with  big  seals  of  wax,  which  bore  the  much-coveted 
autographs — among  *  the  deadest  of  the  dead,'  never  to  be 
resuscitated  in  future  days,  it  is  to  be  hoped.  The  ghost 
of  the  *  frank'  still  lingers,  it  is  true,  in  government  offices; 
and  friends  of  official  clerks  may  still  have  the  pride  of 
receiving  post-free,  an  epistle  about  the  last  new  play,  the 
dansetuse  en  vogucy  or  Lady  Flourish's  last  party,  contained 
in  an  envelope  bearing  some  mysterious  nieroglj'phics  in 
one  comer,  and  simulating  an  official  missive.  But  this 
is  but  a  pale  semblance  of  the  old" '  frank'  of  my  days  of 
early  worries,  and  will  not  prevent  it  from  taking  a  due 
place  in  my  ghostly  spirit- world. — Temple  Bar, 

An  early  squib  on  the  Penny  Postage. — ^The  early 
squibs  on  any  subject  have  an  abiding  interest.  The 
following  is  a  cutting  from  a  newspaper  which,  by  a 
casual  date  at  the  back,  must  be  of  January,  1840.  llie 
Penny  Postage  commenced  on  the  10th  of  the  month, 
llie  hint  in  the  sixth  verse  records  the  author's  protest 
against  the  usual  transfer,  namely,  thfit  of  the  merit  of  the 
real  labourer  to  the  first  government  which  is  forced  by 
opinion  into  adoption  of  his  plan. 

•  THE  universal  PENNY  POSTAGE. 

*  From  universal  suffrage  some 
Say  ever)'  blessing's  sure  to  come. 
As  clear  as  one  and  one  make  two ; 
But  other  say  it's  all  a  hum, 

And  there's  no  blessing  like  the  U- 
niversal  Penny  Postage. 

*  Of  all  the  penn' worths  Nature  gave — 
A  penny  show,  a  penny  shave, 
rrliere's  blacking  for  a  penny  too), 

A  pennv  biscuit— all  must  waive 

Their  claims  in  favour  of  the  U- 

niversal  Penny  Postage. 

*  For  all  things  now  there's  some  new  way — 
To  write,  to  seal,  to  fold,  to  pay ; 

And  you  must  talk  in  idioms  new, 
And,  when  you  mean  Pwf-paid,  must  say, 
"  i'r^-paid  '^  bv  order  of  the  U- 
niversal  Penny  Postage. 
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*If  aught* 8  not  new  the  wonder^s  great, 
The  tobies  are  so  turned  of  late. 
E'en  "  useful  tables,"  thought  so  true : 
Tour  half-ounce  makes  ouevemty  weight, 
According  to  the  school  of  U- 
niyersal  Penny  Postage. 

'  Who'd  think  our  great  authorities 
Would  do  a  thing  so  (penny)  wise  ? 

ground  foolish  things  we  know  they  do !) 
ow  now  in  history  they'll  rise ! — 
"  The  govemment  that  gave  the  U- 
niversal  Penny  Postage." 

*  0  Rowland  Hill,  immortal  man, 
How  can  we  pay  you  for  your  plan ! 
To  pou  our  thanks,  our  pence,  are  due : 
It  was  the  Emp'ror  of  Japan 
As  much  as  tMy  that  gave  the  U- 
niversal  Penny  Postage. 

'  Send  up  a  column  to  the  sky, 
Five  thousand  office  inkstands  high  *, 
Take  for  a  basement  fair  to  view, 
As  many  reams  of  "  wove  demy ;" 
Write  "To  the  author  of  the  TJ- 
niversal  Penny  Postage." ' 

A.  De  Moboan. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

PEMBERTON'S  CORRECTIONS  AND  CRITICISMS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Sir,— In  replying  to  the  letter  of  your  correspondent 
S.  S.,  in  your  last  number,  I  presume  the  stamp  to  which 
he  alludes  to  be  the  5  c.  of  Neurhatel.  It  is  stated  that 
Winterthur  is  the  one  he  wishes  to  mention,  but  as  there 
is  no  *  label  containing  value,'  or  *  letter  l  in  the  middle 
of  the  stamp,'  on  the  8tam[>  of  Winterthur,  I  can  only 
suppose  it  is  iSTeuchatel  to  which  allusion  is  made.  I  am 
only  sorry  the  subject  should  be  raked  up  again ;  and  I 
must  most  emphatically  state  that  the  stamp  I  described 
as  a  forgery,  is  one ;  that  the  description  I  give  of  the 
forgery  cannot  by  any  stretch  be  made  to  agree  with  the 
genuine  copies  in  old  collections,  with  the  reference  copy 
in  Mr.  Lew^  collection  (which  passed  into  my  hands), 
or  wiUi  any  copy  acknowledged  as  genuine  by  those  whose 
opinion  is  of  value.  * 

S.  S.  seems  to  foimd  his  opinion,  as  to  the  foi^ery  I 
mention  being  a  genuine  stamp,  upon  dates;  thinking 
that  a  stamp  that  can  date  so  long  back  as  eight  years 
must  of  nece^ty  be  authentic.  To  show  how  little  age 
is  to  be  relied  upon,  I  will  just  give  the  statement,  well 
known  abroad,  as  to  the  Danish  essays  with  the  heads  of 
Mercury  and  king.  There  are  but  three  genuine  essays 
of  either  sort  in  existence.  Those  which  are  known  as 
real,  and  which  I  have — some  time  ago — called  genuine, 
were  forged  in  1857  by  a  printer  in  Copenhagen.  One 
hundred  only  of  each  were  printed,  hence  their  compara- 
tive rarity.  Afterwards  another  imitation  was  made,  and 
were  printed  to  the  number  of  a  thousand  of  each :  and 
these  are  the  ones  commonly  sold  either  as  fac-similes  or 
origioals.  I  have  myself  known  this  forgery  of  the  Neu- 
chatel  for  three  years ;  it  can  be  bought  from  the  Redpath 
(^among  stamp  dealers),  in  Basle,  for  the  small  charge  of 
forty  cents.  As  I  believe  I  have  seen  the  identical  speci- 
men of  the  Neuchatel  upon  which  S.  S.  founds  his 
opinion,  I  feel  bound  to  say,  that  at  the  time  I  saw  it  I 
considered  it  to  be  false ;  and  I  think  S.  S.  will  remember 
the  circumstance  of  my  saying  so.  I  would  not  have  in- 
truded this  matter  hero,  only  8.  S.,  by  writing  as  he  has, 


will  induce  doubts  in  some  collectors'  minds  as  to  whidi  ii 
the  genuine  type  of  these  rare  stamps ;  otherwise,  so  sore 
am  I  that  the  type  I  have  described  as  forged  exists  only 
in  the  forgery,  that  I  should  not  have  descanted  upon  the 
subject  at  any  length. 

As  to  British  Guiana  newspaper  stamps,  I  do  not  cod- 
sider  that  any  one  has  enough  xnowled^  of  these  curious 
labels,  to  lay  down  the  law  as  to  what  is  to  be  real  and 
what  forged.  I  at  one  time  thought  them  pretty  simple, 
but  the  examination  of  numbers  has  taught  me  the  con- 
trary. Mr.  0.  Fleiiss  is  in  the  wrong  in  saying  as  anik, 
that  '  the  genuine  pearl-bordered  stamps  nave  no  signa- 
ture in  ^e  centre.'  I  am  sure  this  cannot  be  the  experi- 
ence of  H.  H.  or  S.  S.  If  Mr.  Fleuss  can  produce  <m$ 
genuine  without  a  signature,  I  will  show  a  tloaen  with  the 

Xature,  whose  claims  to  genuineness  cannot  be  dis- 
wed. 

Spiro  Brothers'  letter  is  a  good  specimen  of  the  trade. 
I  have  never  said  that  Spiros  made  the  stamps  themselves, 
but  it  is  very  certain  that  they  cause  them  to  be  made. 

They  thank  me but  I  really  cannot  fill  your  space  with 

their  affairs,  so  will  just  pass  to  a  very  peculiar  error 
which  I,  and  others,  noticed  in  your  last  mipressbn. 

You  assert,  *  The  Buenos  Ayres  ship  is  the  o  r.  The  leUers 
CDT,  for  cinque,  are  all  that  ever  appear  legible  on  these 
stamps.'  To  take  the  second  sentence  first.  Is  the  word 
cinque  good  Spanish  for  five  }  The  word  as  seen  on  the 
very  rare  5  pesos  orange  ship,  which  has  the  value  in  AiU, 
is  eineo.  I  need  scarcely  tcdl  you  that  *  cinque'  is  neither 
Spanish  nor  French,  but  Itaban ;  then  how  can  it  be  ap- 
plied to  a  Spanish  stamp  ^  Then  you  say  cin  is  all  that 
appears  legible :  no  such  thing.  If  you  aearch — and  it 
does  not  take  so  much  looking  for  as  me  numerals  at  the 
sides  of  our  English  penny  stamps, — you  will  find  the 
letters  p"  for  pesos,  j^qw  for  the  first  sentence,  *The 
Buenos  Ayres  ship  is  the  5  reales.'  I  do  not  podtivelj 
know  what  specimen  you  pronounce  upon,  out  it  u 
evidently  a  blue  cin  p"  ;  there  is  no  such  value  as  5  reales 
amongst  the  ships,  and  the  stamp  (ctn  v^  cannot  be  a  5 
pesos,  because  the  5  p.  always  has  cinoo  in  full,  ctst  is 
the  word  ciNCO  partially  erased,  and  doing  duty  for  a 
stamp  of  tiie  value  of  1  peso,  or  vn,  to  which  the  cxK 
bears  a  great  resemblance,  owing  to  the  broken  outline  of 
the  letter  c. 

As  the  magazine  which  intends  to  be  '  Aut  Ceeear  9Ut 
nullus '  is  in  such  a  state  of  darkness  as  to  Buenos  Ayres 
ships,  to  need  even  information  upon  so  simple  a  point  as 
the  Spanish  for  five,  I  shall  feel  bound  to  malce  known  all 
that  I  know  on  the  subject  in  my  next  letter  to  you.*  I 
think  the  *  leading  stamp  magazine,'  as  you  call  yoursdf^ 
should  occaaionaUy  give  its  readers  a  Uttle  informatioD 
upon  dubious  or  curious  points,  such  as  that  of  the  Buenos 
Ayres  *  ships ;  *  whilst  you  only  have  the  Univereal  8tmmp 
Gfazette  as  a  rival  it  is  easy  to  become  ^  Ctesar,'  but  you 
must  allow  me  to  say — with  every  wish  that  you  may 

*  [Our  talented  but  acrimonious  correspondent  may  spare 
himself  the  trouble  of  affording  the  inrormation  lie  pro- 
mises, as  it  will  be  seen  from  our  reply  to  a  query  that  we 
are  preparing  a  letter  on  the  subject,  borro^'ed  from  ^ 
same  source  most  probably  whence  our  oontrihutor  de- 
rives his  own  knowledge.  We  have  to  make  our  exctues 
for  the  careless  want  <h  accuracy  in  our  answer  reqpeoting 
the  Buenos  Ayres  stamp  last  month,  so  ooniteoinly 
pointed  out  by  Mr.  Pemberton.  Csesar  was  not  perfectktt 
much  more  than  other  mortals,  and  was,  mcuneorcr  too 
modest  to  pretend  to  it.  Though  we  may  not  quite  suc- 
ceed in  bemg  regarded  as  *  somebody'  by  the  rest  of  the 
world,  we  hope  to  survive  the  ignominy  of  existing  as 
*  nobody'  in  tine  eyes  of  Messrs,  Pemberton  and  his  ad- 
mirers.— Ed.] 
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become  ao—I  do  not  think  it  at  all  likely,  as  long  as  the 
glaring  enters  exist  which  I  hare  pointed  out  in  this  and 
my  last  letter.  Your  list  of  *  Newly-issued  or  inedited 
stamps'  is  invariably  spoilt  by  the  admission  of  essays, 
whien  are  not  worth  the  paper  thev  are  printed  upon,  Mit 
which,  finom  the  mere  fact  of  their  being  chronicl^  in  the 
pages  of  our  *  leading  magazine,'  and  chronicled,  too, 
with  such  evident  pleasure  to  yourself,  ooUeotors  suppose 
they  are  bound  to  hare ;  then  comes  the  speculator's 
hanrest.  I  think  if  the  system  of  reprints^  essays,  and 
forgeries  continues  long,  stamp  collecting  will  soon  be  a 
thing  of  the  past ;  and  with  that  period  (if  not  before),  if 
you  still  *  intend  beinp:  Aut  Gtesar  aut  nulim,*  you  will 
find  the  latter  alternative  yours. 

Yours,  «c., 
EdybMioH.  EDWARD  L.  PEMBERTON. 

P.S. — The  curious  varieties  of  the  Modenese  stamps  are 
actually  being  reprinted,  and  fresh  varieties  are  oeing 
made  to  sell. 


THE  PRINCE  CONSORT  ESSAYS  AGAIN. 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collectok's  Magazine.' 
Sib, — The  discussion  respecting  the  pseudo  Prince 
Conscnrt  Msays  seems  to  be  lulled  for  awhile,  but  I  doubt 
not  each  party  remains  of  the  same  opinion  still.  It  is 
possible,  as  one  of  your  correspondents  suggests,  that  Mr. 
Bum  has  himself  oeen  dupea,  and  is  unwilling  to  admit 
it,  even  if  such  conviction  has  glimmered  on  his  own 
mind.  This  would  in  some  degree  account  for  the  varied 
theories  he  has  put  forth,  as  one  after  the  other  has  been 
overturned  by  the  common  sense  of  Dr.  Gray  and  Mr. 
Pemberton.  He  is  certainly  not  a  close  reasoner;  his 
nund,  whether  formed  and  furnished  at  a  public  school  or 
of  home  manufacture,  is  evidently  not  accustomed  to 
dineet  and  grapple  with  an  opponent's  arguments. 

The  nuniDer  of  Prince  Consort  essays  which  I  have  had 
oflbred  for  sale,  even  in  mjr  very  limited  experience,  sug- 
gests that  there  are  more  in  existence  than  the  240  pair 
vhich  Mr.  Bum  asserts  to  be  all  that  he  knows  of. 
Another  cipher  might,  perhaps,  be  more  correctly  added. 
At  page  127  of  your  magazme,  he  states  that  *  they  are 
graauuly  wending  their  way  to  all  parts  of  the  world — 
the  continent,  India,  and  America.'  Now  this  is  a  wide 
field  for  240  pair  of  stamps,  considering  that  in  London 
alone  240  colle«?tors  could  easily  be  found,  who  would 
gladly  secure  them,  or  any  other  240  rarities,  if  convinced 
of  their  ^nuineness.  By  way  of  test  as  to  the  actual 
number  in  circulation,  and,  consequently,  as  to  the  truth 
of  their  alleged  origin,  I  would  suggest  that  each  fortimate 
(or  unfortunate  ?)  possessor  of  these  now-celebrated  tra- 
vesties of  the  Prince  Consort's  portrait  should  send  in 
their  name  ^not  for  publication,  but  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  enumeration)  to  Dr.  Gray  or  Mr.  Pem  oerton.  Allowing 
one-half  for  exportation—and  that  is  hardly  enough  for 
the  wide  circulation  mentioned  by  Mr.  Bum — there  ought 
not  to  be  found  more  than  100  pair  in  dealers'  or  colkc- 
ton'  poe^ssion.  This  is  reserving  only  20  pair  in  stock ; 
a  short  time  since  Mr.  Bum  stated  that  he  nad  sold  hidf 
only  of  his  two  sheets.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  I 
have  always  seen  them,  like  turtle  doves,  in  pairs.  Now, 
as  Mr.  Bum  states  at  page  31  that  he  nad  twelve  more 
bUck  than  red — besiaes  the  six  ori^nally  found,  also 
blackf  making  eighteen  in  all — how  is  it  that  one  never 
meets  with  a  stray  black  one  by  itself.^ 

Mr.  Bum  is  evidently  not  gifted  ^ath  verj'  good  eye- 
sighfj  or  is  deficient  in  minute  observation,  else  he  would 
not  have  asserted  in  his  first  letter  to  you  that  his 
foundings  were  *in  all  respects  similar  to  the  black 
penny  stamp  of  1840,  and  apparently  engraved  by  the 


same  hands  which  produced  those  established  for  general 
use.'  This  assertion  is  partly  repeated  at  page  31.  I 
should  recommend  his  purohasmg  one  of  Stafiord  Smith  & 
Smith's  postage-stamp  magnifiers,  which  it  is  impossible 
he  coula  have  possessed  previous  to  writing  the  above 
sentence ;  thougn  ordinary  sight  would  not  in  this  case 
rec^uire  such  assistance  On  first  seeing  thrae  precious 
rehcs  of  the  skill  of  Hninston,  and  of  J.  Reynolds,  *the  dis- 
tinguished engraver'  (p.  95),  and  before  any  doubt  as  to 
their  history  had  been  published,  I  at  once  rejected  them 
as  impositions;  being  then  under  the  impression  that 
some  one  had  found  and  managed  to  possess  himself  of  a 
wora-out  die  of  the  first  issue,  and  having  obliterated  the 
Queen's  head,  ingeniously  substituted  me  very  coarse 
profile  as  it  now  stands.  A  knowledge  of  engraving  and 
printing  would  perhaps  prove  this  supposition  to  be  im- 
possible, but  in  the  absence  of  such  knowledge  it  is  not 
an  unnatural  idea. 

Sir  Rowland  Hill  is  said  to  have  the  finest  collection  of 
essays  and  stamps  in  the  world.  If  this  prince  of  postal 
reformers  could  w  induced,  in  the  otium  cum  dignitate  to 
which  he  has  retired,  to  tell  us  how  far,  if  at  all,  the 
Minutes  of  Evidence^  quoted  by  Mr.  Bum  at  page  96  of 
the  magazine,  can  oe  identified  with  Mr.  Bum's  found- 
lings, it  would  be  most  conclusive  evidence  on  the  point. 
If  Mr.  Bum  be  sincere,  he  would,  I  am  sure,  wish  the 
public  to  be  as  fully  satisfied  on  the  subject  as  he  pro- 
cesses to  be  himself. 

The  Prince  Albert  essays  alluded  to  at  page  9  of  this 
year's  magazine,  as  having  been  frequently  asked  for  by 
continental  collectors,  must  not  be  confounded  with  the 
Prince  Consort  essays  now  imder  discussion.  Though  the 
context  shows  that  the  writer  has  jumbled  them  together 
in  his  own  mind,  the  former,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
alludes  to  the  sixpenny  black  Canada,  Ions  since  cata- 
logued by  Mount  Brown,  and  which  has  always  been  a 
desideratum,  both  here  and  on  the  continent,  for  choice 
collections. 

Clifton.  FENTONIA. 

[Our  respected  correspondent  is  mistaken.  We  were 
perfectly  awake  to  what  we  were  writing  about  in  the 
article  alluded  to.  The  sixpenny  black  Canada  Prince 
Albert  is  not  an  essay.  We  were  asked  for  the  newly 
discovered  black  and  red  Prince  Consort  stamps. — ^Ed.] 

CONCERNING  ESSAYS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Sir, — I  regret  that  having  been  abroad  for  the  last  six 
weeks,  I  have  been  unable  to  forward  my  contribution 
upon  Essays  in  general.  Before  proceeding  to  do  so,  I 
must  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  tne  letter  of  *  A  Country 
Parson,  published  in  your  columns  this  month.  I  beg  to 
say  that  I  had  no  intention  to  make  my  remarks  *  sarcastic,' 
or  otherwise  offensive.  And  although  I  must  still  adhere 
to  my  statement  as  to  the  bringing  forward  of  the  engrav- 
ings of  the  Prince  (Consort  (and  I  think  all  collectors  will 
agree  with  me  as  to  the  time  they  were  first  heard  of), 
still  I  do  not  believe  that  Mr.  Bum  would  have  brought 
them  forward  had  he  not  thought  that  his  statement  re- 
specting them  was  correct.  Thanking  your  correspondent 
for  his  courtesy  in  not  (as  he  facetiously  says)  poaching 
upon  my  ground,  I  will  proceed  to  give  your  readers  a 
few  facts  about  the  engravings  called  essays. 

In  my  school  days.  I  recollect  the  verb,  to  essay,  was 
supposed  to  be  equivalent  to  the  verb,  to  toy ;  therefore, 
strengthened  by  the  approval  of  several  friends  and  of 
your  correspondent  *  Country  Parson,'  I  will  essay  to  per- 
suade all  collectors  to  place  their  veto  upon  essajrs. 
Accepting  Mount  Brown's  definition  of  the  present  mean- 
ing of  the  word  essay,  we  must,  of  course,  regard  as  an 
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'I/*iigbf>»i>f  new  the  woDder'i  great, 
The  table*  ■«  no  turned  of  Ute, 
Fen  "  useful  Uble*,"  thought  w  true  : 
Tom  half-0UDC«  m^ea  eae pnmjiatighl. 
According  to  the  ichool  of  U- 
niienal  Penny  Postage. 

<  Who'd  (hint  our  great  luthoritiei 
Would  do  a  thing  so  (penny)  viae } 
(Pound  foolish  things  we  know  they  da!) 
How  now  in  history  they'll  rise  !— 
"  The  goTemment  that  gave  the  U- 
niTena]  Penny  Poatage." 

'0  RowiikKD  Bill,  immortal  nun, 
How  ran  we  pay  you  for  your  plan  I 
To  you  our  thanu,  our  pence,  are  du' 


mt  it  is  not  the 
imps  than  those 
uqiitri™  Ihfit  I 
i'Hm«iida  half, 
.  ns  undoubted 
ii'publiean  and 
u,   and   South 


v^lai 


ouii- 


aeknouledged 
■rton,  I  do  not 
ing  these  two 


I  havp  now,  I  belicvp,  touched  upon  oil  the  enmi-inga 
^Icd  o^«nvs  m  the  vonoua  catalogUL-a;  and  although  I 
hBvr  not  dwelt  upon  the  various  ■Ins*'.  s>  much  as  I 
wished,  Btill  I  hope  tbat  I  have  showed  satiBfaclorily 
that  the  various  cngrannganow  being 'palmed'  off  upon 
rollcrtoraarc  in  reahty  proofs,  and  therefore  unworthy  of 
a  place  in  an  album  or  a  catalogue.  Hoping  thai  you 
will  iiardon  this  inlruaion  on  your  space, 

T Bi,^  j,ou„  ,.^,|.^.  foithftillv, 


Brixton. 


'KO  E 


OLD   SWISS  STAMPS  AMD   ESSAYS 

Ih  t\t  Ediler  of  Iht  •  BTAXP-CoLLEcrott's  Maoazdjb.' 

Sim-l.  notice  in  your  impression  this   month  more 

than  one  injuirj  a.  to  Swib  Btan,p,, _,„,„,„,  thnt  Hm 

les*   under.t«od    in  Great  Vntaia  than    in    any   other 


of  Man 


'f  if"'.  ":'™J"'°^,ei'Cs.  8.,  ._,,.  „„ , 

,n.     Be  tnlkiora  'knotty'  p,;!^    b„t  ^-0, 
spondent  altogether  in  a  fog  f  Dum  he  reallv  n 


mthc 


irill  induce  doubta  in  y'  „ '  _  j 
the  genuine  typa  of'.'  ,„[r, 
un  I  that  the  (yr  . '  _^,  ■  ^o, 
in  the  forgery.  -  ^  ,ia!np. 
mbjectatar    --     ^^  ;,_   fjo^ 


But  if  W 


I  '  letl 


:er1hur  he  in. 


illustntea,  in  No.  13,  t 
■j"'  1!  "^  .'  •■■  Uoans'  'fall  pertuaiion  of  their  au-- 
"OCT  l^  .  nbout  as  little  proof  us  hia  bare  Matewrae, 
<■«'  '  .ocurod  them  when  'eertutnly  no  one  liiul 
<*  - '  of  making  counterfeits.'  Borne  of  us  in  lUi 
-  f  are  not  diiposed  to  aeci-edit  anerlions  of  lliii 
,  '  .,  when  they  conio  from  the  quarter  in  quctlian;  lad 
challenged,  we  are  apt  lo  appeal  to  former  oecurreivco. 
S.  8.  may  be  convineed  theru  is  *u(  ane  authentic  lipc  of 
Wintcrthur,   and   that  net  the  one  figured  in  llrmu' 

You  youtwlf,  Mr.  Editor,  fall  into  an  error,  in  tellin; 
'  Fide  aid  eiii  eUlt '  that  the  blue  Swiss  myon  wns  percr 
forged.  Doth  blue  Impressions,  and  black  on  htue  paper 
are  freely  for^,  and  one  commonly  finds  them  in  ni'isl 
collectiont  To  di-tei't  these  fiirgeries  is  by  do  toeua 
cuiif;  moKt  Swis*  forgi-riei  are  difficult  to  discover.  The 
CLitivst  is  tho  double  10  cent  enntonal  OencTu.  Ko  one 
who  knows  a  genuine  copy  of  Ibis  moat  rare  of  itanipi 
will  over  confound  the  clear  yellow-green  of  the  originu 
with  the  liard,  bluish  appearance  of  the  forgery,  and  ila 
clumsy  black  or  red  postmark. 

Docs  any  one  know  of  this  atamp  unuaed  ?  It  doei  not 
eiist  in  the  chief  Freneh  collections,  nor  do  1  know  ii  U> 
exist  in  Engtimd  at  all,  but  in  two  collections.  The 
vexed  riiu'stioii  of  Swiss  atamps  gcncn 


i  Mount  Browi 


never  existed:  it  is  nitogcthcr  mythical.  Let  Jtoual 
Brotrn  produce  one  genuine  one  which  is  mt  dilireralfit 
by  Xhe/ahe  Strm  pmlinatli,  and  I  will  zive  way.  The 
stamp  he  catalogues  one  puts  at  tlie  end  of  the  book, — on 
the  bam-dnor  with  the  venuin,  in  company  with  Measn. 
Spiro  Frires"  emanations  and  like  traih.  Can  anv  one 
tell  ua  how  many  forgeries  of  Vaud  arc  eurrenl  ?  I  'iait 
four  different  ones  (wmir  cieelleut)  of  the  t  cents.  Dors 
any  one  possess  this  unused  and  authentic  ?  Latdy  both 
in  Paris  and  London,  some  essays  of  Switierland.  the 
IB64-5  emisaion,  have  come  to  li^t,  and  romniaod  veiv 
high  prices.  I  hare  no  doubt  of  their  aulhenlicity,  and 
that  they  are  not  reprinta.  In  all  the  figure  of  Lilicrty  is 
emboased,  and  those  marked  •  have  a  ailk  thmid  Ihruogh 
the  stamp.  They  are  as  follows,  so  far  as  they  have  wmc 
under  my  notice  :— orappen  {Scentimesat  »ide9),"(rrwii, 
"rose,  light-iwl,  "blue;  10  lappcn  (10  centimes  at  jidci), 
yellow,  otvn^  tight -broH'n,  plain  white;  ZO  rappeu  (3) 
centimes  at  sides),  grey.  In  alt  other  respects  these  for- 
respond  with  the  stamps  of  the  issue.  Probably  this  may 
solve  the  vexed  problem  of  1B61  10  rap.  yellow.  I  sa 
guile  disposed  to  concur  in  tho  remarks  about  eieajf. 
Mr.  Jlount  Brown  knows,  or  ought  to  know,  pcrtvtly 
well  that  the  new  essays  described  by  him  Great  Britain 
(No.  18.,  p.  32),  were  reprints  made  this  year,  since  July, 
to  assist  some  one  who  ivas  going  abnrad,  and  if  diit 
of  these  essays  are  still  in  Government  posscsaion,  i 


'The  colours  a 

PTO-U.. 


obtained  to  them, 
mixed  with  the  aniline  dyes,  and  tbc 
..  .1.. : ¥ '-apressioo 


embossed  on  one  of  the  old  slieeta  of  Ilsrwood' 
lopes, — a  device  by  which  no  one  was  deceived. 
This,  a  recent  and  undoubted  case  of  mam 
essays  for  sale  merely  to  ama 
home  that  one  cannot  forget 
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them.    The  dealers  will  have  but  themeelves  to  thank 
'wbeii  their  conduct  has  utterly  done  away  with  a  market 
vmon^  private  collectors,  and  left  the  trade  to  advertising 
mencan  Jews  and  the  demand  to  school  boys. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMATEUR. 
mdan. 


IMPRESSIONS  ON  BLUE  PAPER. 

Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

The  *  varieties'  so-called  by  Mr.  Mount  Brown  in 

^  red  English  adhesive  lettered  in  four  comers, 

the  mtmt>ei8  of  the  plates  from  which  the  sheets 

9 

be  legitimate  varieties  for  collectors,  surely 
•ot  rest  until  they  get  each  one  of  the  two 
forty  different  combinations  of  comer  letters 
)f  these  sheets ;  in  other  words,  a  complete 
ay  stamps  from  every  die  in  use.    I  forbear 
oe  the*  thousands, 
cry  catalogue  I  have  ever  seen  concurs  in  enumerating 
4mong  the  adhesive  stamps  of  Great  Britain,  some  printed 
on  *  blue '  or  *  tinted '  paper.    I  presume  that,  as  is  com- 
mon, one  compiler  has  borrowed  from  another,  and  the 
most  conscientious  has  done  no  more  than  verify  his  list 
by  such  collections  as  he  could  examine.    No  adhesive 
stunp  of  Great  Britain  was  ever  printed  on  bltte  or  tinted 
paper  at  ail :  and  I  will  onlv  refer  those  who  arc  sceptical 
of  this  to  the  authorities  at  Somerset  House,  to  the  General 
Post-office,  and  to  the  firm  which  prints  and  always  has 
printed  our  stamps  for  Government.    I  am  quite  aware 
that  this  assertion  ^ill  startle  many,  nay  most,  and  num- 
berless will  be  the  confutations  from  alleged  examples. 
The  whole  matter  lies  in  this :  the  peculiar  blue  hue  so 
apparent  in  many  stamps,  is  caused  by  the  gum  at  the 
back,   which,  acong  either  upon   or  with  the  size  of 
the  paper  or  the  oil  of  the  ink,  causes  that  appearance. 
Let  any  of  your  readers  curious  in  this  matter  take  such 
a  Uue-looking  stamp  and  closely  examine  the  margin 
where  the  gum  has  not  extended,  if  he  can  get  a  speci- 
men not  too  much  trimmed ;  there  he  will  see  the  natural 
tint  of  the  paper,  and  the  truth  of  my  statement. 

This  reniark  applies  also  to  most,  u  not  all  the  colonial 
•tamps  printed  here,  and  exported  for  use  abroad.  Take 
a  vcry^  familiar  instance,  the  common  penny  red  Cape 
triangular  on  *  blue '  j)aper.  Every  specimen  I  ever  saw 
that  nod  a  margin  wide  enough,  snowed  that  this  blue 
tone  extended  only  as  far  as  the  gum  beneath ;  and  where 
the  gum  did  not  reach,  the  original  tint  of  the  paper  was 
left.  I  have  noticed  this  same  thing  in  many  other 
colonial  stamps  hitherto  supposed  to  be  on  *  blue '  paper. 

What  I  have  thus  written  is  not  derived  from  personal 
observation  alone;  and  the  proofs  I  have  stated  are  so 
susceptible  of  positive  confutation  if  I  am  wrong,  that  I 
am  the  less  restrained  from  asking  you  to  give  them  pub- 
licity, merely  saying  that  I  have  been  careful,  before 
doing  so,  to  asceitain  first-hand  and  directly  from  the 
government  offices  themselves  the  oorrectness  of  these 
awertioiia. 

If  any  of  your  correspondents  desire  to  be  referred  to 
me,  you  are  quite  at  liberty  to  do  so ;  meantime, 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

London.  0.  P.  Q. 

THE  NEW  SOUTH  WAI^S  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *St.\.mp-Coixector'8  Magazine.' 

Sui, — Thinkiiig  a  tittle  information  on  tlie  New  South 
Wale»  stamps  woidd  be  acceptable  to  your  readers,  I  send 


you  the  following,  of  which  I  can  guarantee  the  correct- 
ness. The  first  issue  of  the  *  view  series  was  engraved 
by  Carmieliticl  in  the  colony,  and  first  used  in 'the  latter 
part  of  1 848.  M ount  Hrown' s  description  is  nearly  correct, 
out  the  threepenny  was  never  any  colour  but  green ;  the 
flesh  colour  and  bro\%Ti  mcntionedi  must  have  been  chemi- 
cally changed  or  verj*  much  faded.  The  only  omission  in 
the  laureated  issue  is  the  eightpenny  blue  essay,  of  which 
I  have  two.  One  that  I  sent  Messrs.  Stafford  Smith  and 
Smith  I  obtained  din^ct  from  the  engraver.  Some  of 
the  post-oflice  officials  have  one  or  t\»'o.  The  other  de- 
scriptions I  have  seen  ai"e  generally  correct ;  except  the 
blue  shilling  mentioned  by  Mount  BroMTi  and  Bellars 
&  Davie,  such  a  stamp  was  never  printed  here:  the  colour 
must  either  be  changed,  or  they  were  printed  in  England 
as  essays  before  the  plates  were  sent  out  here,  as  they  were 
not  engraved  in  the  colony,  but  only  printed  here.  Bel- 
lars &  Davie  also  mention  a  blue  fivepenny  for  flunking 
letters  to  Mauritius.  They  are  labouring  under  a  delusion. 
There  never  was  such  a  stamp  here,  'ftie  fivepenny  has 
always  been  green.  Should  you  desire  any  special  infor- 
mation I  shall  be  happy  to  get  it  for  you. 

Yours,  &c., 
Sydney,  N.  S,  W.  COLLECTOR. 


CAN  FORGERS  OF  STAMPS  BE  PROSECUTED  ? 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collectok's  Magazixe.' 

Sir,— I  feel  with  Mr.  Pemberton  that  the  extent  to 
which  the  forgery  of  postage  stamps  is  now  carried  is 
likely  to  deter  many  persons  from  commencing, and  others 
from  seeking  to  increase,  their  collections.  But  sui-ely 
something  might  be  done  to  check  this  nefarious  trade. 
I  know  not  how  far  the  forgery  of  postage  stamps  may  be 
a  crime  against  the  laws  of  other  countries  in  which  the 
respective  governments  employ  them.  In  this  country  a 
forger  of  English  postage  stamps  could  of  course  be  se- 
verelv  punished ;  and  I  suspect  that  he  could  also  be 
punished  for  forging  the  stamps  of  any  other  country  in 
which  such  forgery  is  illegal,  and  with  which  M'e  have  an 
extradition  treaty.  A  few  prosecutions  of  this  kind  would 
produce  a  very  beneficial  effect;  and  you  sir,  can  do  some- 
thing also  to  check  this  system,  by  excluding  from  your 
advertising  columns  those  unblushing  announcements 
*  to  the  trade',  that  A.  B.  or  C.  D.  has  fac-similes  of  the 
following  rare  stamps,  for  sale  at  the  undermentioned  low 
prices. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JUDEX. 

THE  PENNY  CEYLON  ADHESIVE  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.* 

Dear  Sir, — ^I  do  not  know  that  it  has  ever  been 
observed,  at  least  in  the  pages  of  your  valuable  magazine, 
that  there  are  two  distinct  varieties  of  the  penny  Ce}ion, 
not  only  in  colour  but  in  size.  I  presume  that  the  die 
from  which  the  numerous  impressions  are  taken  became 
worn  away,  and  a  fi-esh  one  was  engraved,  when  the  en- 
p^raver,  probably  unintentionally,  made  a  slight  difference 
m  the  length,  but  not  in  the  breadth.  The  penny  stamps 
in  present  use  are  less  by  a  tenth  of  an  inch  in  leng& 
than  the  former.  The  short  ones  are  printed  on  slightly 
tinted  paper,  and  are  almost  invariably  of  a  brighter  hue 
of  blue  than  the  former  issue  of  long  ones.  This  discovery 
I  made  no  less  than  four  months  ago,  but  inadvertently 
omitted  communicating  with  you. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

ForeU  Hill.  H.  B.  B. 
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UNITED  STATES  'CENTRAL  FAIR'  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Dear  Sul— I  notice  in  your  September  issue  you 
publish  theSanitary  Fair  stamp,  but  seem  at  a  loss  to 
understand  its  use. 

At  all  *  fairs '  in  this  country  there  is  apost-office,  kept 
in  a  partitioned  space  by  young  ladies.  Tney  have  letters 
all  written ;  and  when  a  gentleman  asks  if  there  is  any 
.letter  for  him,  *  WTiat  name,  sir  ? '  *  Mr.  Smith.'  The 
address  is  put  on  by  an  assistant,  and  ten,  twenty,  or 
thirty  cents  demanded  as  postage.  A  considerable  sum  is 
thus  raised,  and  a  good  deal  of  fun  made ;  because  there 
are  always  letters  addressed  to  gentlemen  who  are  certain 
of  being  present,  by  some  of  their  dear  friends,  when 
secrets  are  often  alluded  to  which  the  reader  thought 
securely  lodged  in  his  own  breast. 

Yours  respectfully. 

New  York,  WILLIAM  P.  WRIGHT. 


THE  SOUTH  GERMANY  GULDEN  AND  THE 
AUSTRIAN  FLORIN. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  'Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Dear  Sir, — Permit  me  to  advert  to  an  error  in  Mount 
Brown's  money  table.  The  gulden  of  South  Germany — 
equal  to  about  Is.  8d. — only  contains  60  kreuzers.  It  is 
the  Austrian  florin — equal  to  about  2s. — which  contains 
100  kreuzers.  Hence  the  explanation  of  the  difficulty  of 
your  contributor  in  the  October  number  of  this  magazme, 
who  gave  six  kreuzers  to  pay  for  an  article,  and  received 
eight  in  change.  He  was  in  the  Tyrol,  consequently 
Austrian  territory ;  while  he  gave  a  Bavarian  sixer,  which 
run  only  60  to  the  gulden. 

Yours  obediently, 

Stuttgart,  WurUmburg.  E.  F. 


ANSWERS   TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

F.  T.— The  price  of  Mr.  Pemberton's  Forged  Stamps; 
How  to  Detect  them^  is  Is. ;  post  ft-ee.  Is.  Id. 

A  Subscriber,  St.  Thomas. — Many  thanks  for  your 
information  respecting  the  latest  issue  of  postage  stamps 
for  La  Guaira,  which  we  have  embodied  in  our  article  on 
novelties. 

Snatcher,  Harrow. — ^The  stamp  you  describe,  *  Queen 
of  Spain's  profile,  blue  on  yellow,'^  is  a  bill  or  receipt 
label  for  some  of  the  Spanish  Colonies.  The  ceni«* 
stands  for  centesimos,  not  cents. 

J.  H.,  Bedford. — We  had  not  previously  noticed  the 
modification  in  the  *■  ugly  colonial    of  Victoria,  which,  as 

?rou  pertinently  observe,  renders  itj  *  if  not  better  looking, 
ess  bad.'  The  white  rim  bordering  the  black  oval  disc 
on  which  reposes  our  Queen's  profile,  is  a  decided  im- 
provement. Further  designation  of  the  stamp  in  question 
IS  needless. 

Zero. — ^The  Reunion  Island  postage  stamp^  value  15 
centimes,  is  in  present  circulation  as  a  fae -simile,  as  well 
as  ttie  better-known  10  c.j  and  we  have  been  given  to 
understand  on  good  authority  that  its  prototype  was  once 
current  in  the  isle. 

P.  S.,  Leicester. — An  essay  of  the  proposed  series  of 
postage  stamps  for  Brazil,  to  supersede  those  in  present 
use  MS  been  seen  in  town.  We  cannot  vouch  for  its 
genuineness.  Notwithstanding  the  outrageous  simplicity 
of  the  Brazilians,  they  are  by  no  means  despicable  speci- 
mens of  the  culver's  art ;  indeed,  the  first  issue  is  most 
elaborately  engine-turned ;  and  altogether  the  eye  resting 
on  the  page  devoted  to  the  three  series,  feels  relief  after 
the  sight  of  so  many  heads  and  arms. 


Buenos  Atres.-— WeshallgiveUietranslationofalettar 
from  Buenos  Ayres  next  month,  full  of  novel  and  inter- 
esting informa^on  on  the  ship  series  of  Uiat  country's 
stamps. 

J.  J.  B  ,  Islington. — A  postage  stamp  collection  shoold 
be  confined  exclusively  to  postage  stamps,  aad  SMjf  in- 
clude proofs  and  essays.  Many  collectors  add  fraoks,  post 
marks,  and  in  fact  everjrthing  appertaining  to  postal  pur- 
poses, forming  what  may  be  more  appropriately  termed  a 
postal  collection. — The  two  colours  or  rather  ^ladct  of 
colour  of  the  12  c.  British  Guiana  are  noted  in  Mount 
Brown's  catalogue. — Some  of  the  old  Swiss  emiaaons  are 
difficult  to  pronounce  a  decided  opinion  on ;  and  it  is  a 
moot  point  whether  some  specimens  confidently  deemed 
forgenes,  are  not  genuine— The  12  c.  Canada  is  naturally 
or  chemically  changed  from  green  to  blue. — ^The  dark  I  g. 
Naples  is  a  forgery. 

T.  /.  C,  jun.,  Cavendish  Road.— Your  set  of  Moldo- 
Wallachiaus  is  trustworthy  These  stamps  have  been 
imitated,  but  indifferently,  and  they  are  not  rare  or  ex- 
pensive enoueh  to  induce  forgers  to  take  much  pain*  in 
reproducing  them .  For  the  S^iss  we  refer  to  the  previoui 
reply.  ITie  Zurich  tcithoul  horizontal  lines  in  the  figure 
6  IS  more  than  doubtful,  and  the  blue  Naples  is  a  palpaWe 
impostor,  'i  he  Parma,  Romagna,  Trinidad,  and  Italian 
essay,  seem  genuine. 

F.  T.,  Kennington.— Your  1  and  3  kopec  stamps  are  the 
latest  Russians ;  there  is  a  o  k.  also,  with  lilac  groundwoik, 
superseding  the  grey  that  came  out  some  months  since.— 
The  current  Venetians  like  those  of  the  three  former  aeries 
are  easily  distinguishable  fh)m  the  Austrinns  of  similar 
design  and  colour,  by  the  value  marked  thereon,  being 
soldi  in  lieu  of  kreuzer. — ^The  blue  5  c.  and  rose  10  c.  of 
Holland,  such  as  yours,  were  issued  and  duly  chronicled  in 
our  magazine  this  year. 

William  Kino,  New  York.— We  thank  you  for  the 
specimen  stamps  sent.  We  can  give  you  no  mforroation 
re8)>ectlng  the  parties  who  are  indebted  to  you ;  but  wouU 
advise  you  in  luture  to  be  more  wary  who  you  trust. 

Incoo.,  Shrewsbury. — Thanks  for  the  sight  of  one  new 
Railway  stamp,  and  the  description  of  another,  both 
which  are  noticed  in  our  article  on  New  Issues. 

Julius  CiESAU. — ^This  correspondent  forwards  a  stamp, 
description  as  follows:  small  rectangular;  15  scum  above; 
ROMA  below ;  in  the  centre  the  figures  Id,  and  forming 
three  sides  of  a  square,  the  words  rex  db  mbapolia  and 
what  looks  like  the  Greek  p  and  an  o,  then  oraci,  en- 
compassing it.  The  impression  is  black  on  a  tinted  paper 
bearing  a  rose-red  irregular  device.  Will  some  qualined 
correspondent  kindly  enlighten  the  ignorance  of  Juliut 
CsMar,  and,  as  we  are  not  ashamed  to  oonfees  it,  in  such 
exalted  company,  our  own. 

J.  T.  Thompson,  Richmond. — Your  Internal  Revenue 
Foreign  Exchange  stamp.  United  States,  20  cents,  tells 
its  own  tale. — The  other  specimen  is  an  imitation  of  a 
Trinidad  stamp.  The  printing  on  the  Hack  shows  it  was 
cut  from  some  magazine  or  illiistrated  paper,  probably 
Cassell's. — The  New  Caledonian  stamps  were  originally 
printed  in  sheets  containing  fifty  each,  and  the  compart- 
ments in  Moens'  Album  are  intended  to  contain  the  more 
marked  varieties,  not  one  of  the  filly  being  a  perfect  fisc- 
simile  of  another. 

G.  T.,  Oxford.— The  covera  for  Vol.  II.  are  nowjeady, 
and  may  be  had  of  the  publishers. 

Query. — Stamns  are  never  called  in  by  the  gorem- 
ment  by  which  tjiev  are  issued,  or  exchanged  mr  new 
issues.  They  are  always  available,  if  unobliterated,  for 
the  posta^  of  letters.  We  ourselves  received  an  epiMk 
a  short  tune  since,  the  postage  on  which  was  paid  by 
stamps  not  less  than  fiftew  yean  old. 
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TO  OUR  READERS. 

We  find  ranch  pleasure  in  congratnlating  the 
Timbrophilic  world  in  genei*al,  and  ourselves 
in  particular,  on  the  completion  of  the  second 
and  commencement  of  a  third  volume  of  the 
Stamp-Collector's  Magazine, 

The  large  number  of  subscribers  and 
extended  range  of  sale  fully  prove  both  the 
necessity  of  such  a  publication  and  the 
genuine  quality  of  the  supply  in  accordance 
with  the  demand. 

We  were  among  the  first  aspirants  for 
public  patronage  in — at  that  time — *  a  novel 
path.*  Since  that  era  in  timbrophilic  annals, 
there  have  started  magazines  devoted  to  the 
same  subject  in  Brussels,  Leipsig,  Coburg, 
and  two  in  Paris ;  besides  our  immediate 
concurrents  in  London,  Manchester,  Wey- 
mouth, &c. 

Our  earliest  review  was  of  the  third 
edition  of  the  real,  not  nominal,  standard 
catalogue  of  Mount  Brown  ;  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  introducing  his  fifth  sufficiently 
long  ago  to  raise  the  expectation  of  a  sixth 
before  the  middle  of  the  present  year.  The 
first  two  editions  of  Dr.  Gray*s  manual  have 
long  been  totally  exhausted,  and  the  learned 
gentleman  is  now  preparing  an  illustrated 
modification  of  the  same.  Tbe  first  edition 
of  the  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Bellars  and 
Davie  is  quite,  and  the  second  nearly,  ex- 
hausted. The  manuals  of  Kline  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  three  editions  of  Booty  of 
Brighton,  those  of  Vallette,  Mah^,  &c.,  of 
Paris,  Moens  of  Brussels,  Zschiesche  and 
Koder  of  Leipsig,  Brecker  of  Florence,  and 
pre-eminently  the  elaborate  publication  of 
Berger  Levrault  of  Strasbourg,  sufficiently 
prove  the  vast  amount  of  labour  and  talent 
bestowed  on  the  still,  by  some  prejudiced 
individuals,    despised    pursuit    of   postage- 


stamp  collecting.  We  must  not  omit  parti- 
cular notice  of  the  *  Illustrations '  of  M. 
Moens,  consisting  of  fifty- four  plates — ex- 
tremely well-executed  engravings  —  repre- 
senting all  the  existing  types  of  postage 
stamps  up  to  the  date  of  publication. 

The  various  styles  of  albums  are  a  moot 
point  with  amateurs,  some  preferring  those 
of  Moens  or  LalHer,  with  compartments 
apportioned  for  every  acci^edited  stamp 
known  up  to  the  time  of  publication.  These 
are  acknowledged  excellent  in  many  respects, 
but  labour  under  two  disadvantages:  the 
unavoidable  one  of  not  apportioning  space 
for  new  issues ;  the  other,  that  of  rendering 
poverty  of  specimens  too  apparent.  The 
albums  of  Oppen,  Mount  Brown,  <fec.,  with 
ruled  rectangular  spaces,  are  more  favoured 
by  others ;  but  for  an  extensive  and  compre- 
hensive collection,  we  ourselves  incline  to 
books  composed  of  blank  leaves,  in  which  the 
stamps  can  be  placed;  ornamental  border- 
ings,  and  the  flags  and  arms  of  the  countries 
represented  by  the  specimens,  being  added, 
according  to  the  fancy  of  the  collector.  One 
small  volume  used  to  be  considered  sufficient 
for  containing  a  tolerably  complete  collection. 
Large  quarto  volumes  are  now  found  insuffi- 
cient to  hold  the  treasures  of  their  possessors. 
We  ourselves  own  two  royal  octavo  volumes, 
one  for  Europe  and  Africa,  the  second  for 
Asia  and  America;  and  one  of  the  choice 
Parisian  collections  nearly  fills  three  large 
quarto  volumes.  The  choice  and  valuable 
collection  of  M.  Levrault  and  that  of  another 
foreign  amateur  are  preserved  in  loose  sheets, 
with  the  idea  of  being  eventually  bound  up 
at  that  Utopian  period,  when  it  shall  have 
been  distinctly  and  finally  ascertained  what 
stamps  have  been  or  are  likely  to  be  issued. 

We  are  not  in  a  position  to  speak  with 
accuracy  on  the  total  number  of  recognised 
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species,  whether  of  government  issues,  locals, 
essays,  or  proofe.  When  we  first  saw  a 
postage-stamp  collection,  more  than  ten  years 
past,  it  contained  about  a  hundred  and  fifty 
specimens,  and  a  collection  of  more  than  two 
hundred  was  a  marvel  in  London.  Since 
then,  the  number  of  resuscitated  species, 
new  introductions,  &c.,  has  been  so  enor- 
mously increased,  that  the  last  edition  of 
Mount  Brown  mentions  upwards  of  two 
thousand  four  hundred  species  and  varieties. 
We  believe,  however,  that,  inclusive  of  proofs, 
essays,  &c.,  the  actual  sum  total  might  be 
made  to  amount  to  three  thousand. 

A  few  remarks  on  the  monetary  value  of 
a  collection  : — this  depends,  of  course,  on 
the  number  and  rarity  of  the  specimens.  A 
moderately  comprehensive  one  may  be  made 
for  from  five  to  ten  pounds.  Not  many  weeks 
since,  a  choice  assortment  of  principally  uu- 
u.sed,  but  no  peculiarly  rare,  individuals 
fetched  fifty  guineas;  about  this  time  last 
vear,  a  collection  of  upwards  of  eighteen 
hundred  specimens  was  purchased  for  a  hun- 
dred pounds ;  and  we  noted  last  month 
the  sale  of  a  Parisian  collection  for  5,<i00 
francs.  In  a  Wiltshire  paper  we  observed  a 
short  paragraph  to  the  effect  that  *  A  collector 
of  postage  stamps  has  advertised  that  he 
wishes  to  dispose  of  his  collection — for  what 
sum,  would  it  be  thought? — nothing  less 
than  two  hundred  pounds.  We  only  wish 
he  may  get  it !'  Supposing  the  Paris  collec- 
tion above  quoted  to  be  the  one  in  question, 
the  satirical  writer  of  the  paragraph  must 
shut  up,  with  eyes  and  mouth  w  ide  openin  won- 
derment, on  finding  that  he  really  did  '  get  it.* 

The  bare  fact  of  the  existence  of  all  these 
means  and  appliances  for  postage  stamp  col- 
lections, and  the  varied  discussions,  argu- 
ments, criminations,  and  recriminations,  are 
indubitable  vouchers  for  the  rise,  progress, 
wide-spread,  and — notwithstanding  the  out- 
cry of  some  at  its  decadence — increasing 
spread  of  Timbromania,  or,  to  use  the  more 
aptly    designative    newly-invented    term, — 

TlMBROPUILY. 


ARRIVAL  OF  THE   MAIL  IN 
MELBOURNE. 

None  but  those  who  have  visited  and  resided 
in  the   Australian   colonies  are  aware  with 


what  anxiety  the  arrival  of  the  mail  is  monthly 
expected.  By  the  ever-onward  movement  of 
civilization,  steam  has  been  introduced  into 
the  postal  service  between  London  and  Aus- 
tralia, and  letters  now  arrive  in  six  weeks, 
which  were  formerly  between  three  and  four 
months  on  the  passage.  A  letter  posted  in 
London  on  the  26th  of  January  will,  if  the 
passage  be  a  good  one,  be  delivered  in  Mel- 
bourne on  the  9th  of  March.  Letters  and 
papers  to  be  sent  via  Southampton,  leave  on 
the  20th  of  each  month,  and  via  Marseille  s  ( n 
the  26th.  They  are  due  in  Melbourne  about 
the  10th  of  the  next  month  but  one. 

About  the  5th  of  each  month,  the  telegraph 
authorities  in  Melbourne  make  their  first  pre- 
parations for  the  reception  of  the  summary  of 
the  English  news.  One  of  the  clerks  in  tbe 
oflBce,  called  an  operator,  has  to  sleep  all  night 
in  the  office  with  a  bell  over  his  head,  wh.eh 
ii  rung  by  electricity.  This  arranijement  is 
a  very  necessary  one,  as  the  arrival  of  the 
mail  is  sometimes  telegraphed  in  the  middle 
of  the  night.  The  mail  telegraphic  commu- 
nication in  nine  cases  out  often  is  first  carried 
on  between  Adelaide,  the  capital  of  South 
Australia,  and  Melbourne,  the  capital  of  Vic- 
toria. It  is  at  Adelaide  that  the  mail-steamer 
arrives  first,  and  that  town,  consequently,  is 
the  first  to  get  the  European  news,  and  the 
first  to  transmit  it.  It  will  perhaps  be  as  well 
if  I  briefly  trace  the  course  of  the  letters  from 
Southampton. 

The  contract  is  in  the  hands  of  the  *  Pen- 
insular and  Oriental  Company ; '  and  they 
employ  a  fine  large  fleet  of  steamers  in  carry- 
ing on  the  mail-service. 

The  last  load  of  letters  and  papers  arrives 
in  wooden  boxes  at  Southampton  about  two 
o'clock  on  the  20th  of  each  month,  and  is 
immediately  placed  onboard  the  mail-steamer. 
The  mails  being  declared  on  board,  and  all 
those  who  are  not  passengers  having  left  the 
ship,  the  steamer  passes  down  Southampton 
water  into  the  Channel,  and  commences  her 
voyage.  Letters  for  Gibraltar  are  landed  in 
about  five  days;  for  Malta,  in  about  eight 
and  a  half,  and  for  Alexandria,  in  about  twelve 
days.  The  mail-boxes  are  put  in  the  train 
at  Alexandria,  and  pnssing  through  Cairo, 
are  taken  to  Suez.  Here  they  are  placed  on 
board  a  small  steamer,  which  takes  them  to 
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the  roail-sliip,  lying  a  few  miles  down  the  Red 
Sea.    In  about  nine  days,  they  reach  Aden, 
and  such  mail-boxes  as  are  intended  for  that 
roost  uninteresting,  inhospitable-looking  lo- 
cality, are  left  there.     In  about  a  week's  time 
the  steamer  arrives   at   Point   de   Ghille,  a 
Eonthem  point  in  the  island  of  Ceylon,  and 
there  discharges   all    her   Australian   mail- 
boxes, while  she  herself  goes  on  to  Calcutta. 
A  steamer  is  in  readiness  at  GaUe  to  receive 
the  Australian  letters,  and  they  are  tranship- 
ped into  her  a  few  hours  after  arrival.     Their 
next  resting  and  discharging  place  is  Albany, 
a  little  village-town  on  the  southern  coast  of 
Western  Australia,  which  lies  at  the  head  of 
King  Geoi^'s  Sound,  where  the  steamer 
arrives  about  fifteen  days  after  leaving  Ceylon. 
Here  the  mail-steamer  is  met  by  a  small  one 
belonging  to  the  Australian  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  which  immediately  takes  on  board 
the  South  Australian  letters,  and  steams  away 
for  Adelaide.     The  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
steamer  having  coaled,  proceeds  to  Melbourne, 
where  she  usually  arrives  in  about  five  and  a 
half  days.     There  she  discharges  her  letters 
and  papers  for  the  colony  of  Victoria,  and  then 
steams  on  six  hundred  miles  to  Sydney,  the 
capital  of  the  aristocratic  old  colony  4)f  New 
South  Wales. 

There  is  always  a  kind  of  race  between  the 
large  and  small  steamers  that  leave  King 
Gleorge's  Sound.  The  distance  being  shorter, 
the  smaller  generally  arrives  first  at  Adelaide, 
its  destination.  On  reaching  the  pier,  the 
reporter  on  board  rushes  to  the  Telegraph 
Office,  and  hands  in  a  summary  of  the  Euro- 
pean news.  This  is  immediately  telegraphed 
a  distance  of  three  hundred  miles,  to  a  place 
called  Mount  Gambier,onthe  borders  of  South 
Australia  and  Victoria.  It  then  is  sent 
anotlier  three  hundred  miles  to  Melbourne. 
A  fl^  is  run  up  at  the  Telegraph  Office  with 
R.  M.  on  it,  signifying  Royal  Mail ;  and  it 
soon  become^  known  over  Melbourne  that  the 
mail-steamer  has  been  telegraphed.  A  re- 
porter from  the  office  of  the  Argtis^  the  lead- 
ing journal  of  Melbourne,  is  in  waiting  at  the 
Telegraph  Office ;  and  when  a  portion  of  the 
sammary  from  Adelaide  has  been  written  off, 
he  hurries  in  a  hansom  to  the  office,  and  slips 
are  at  once  printed.  This  is  done  till  the 
whole  of  the  news  has  been  telegraphed  and 


written  off.  The  first  entire  slip  is  courteous- 
ly sent  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor ;  and 
then  the  printing  of  the  extraordinary  edi- 
tion of  the  paper  is  proceeded  with.  Little 
boys  very  much  below  zero  in  the  thermo- 
meter of  cleanliness  crowd  the  Argus  office, 
and  as  each  one  gets  his  batch,  he  runs  about 
in  all  directions  shouting  :  *  Argis  extryorn- 
arary — latest  noos  from  England — arrival  of 
the  mail.'  These  *extraordinaries'  are  nomi- 
nally threepence  each,  but  I  don't  think  they 
are  to  be  had  from  the  boys  for  less  than  six- 
pence. Great  numbers  are  printed,  and  very 
soon  bought  up.  The  summary  contains  the 
leading  events  of  the  month :  news  about  the 
Queen,  the  Americans,  Danes,  &c. ;  shipping 
intelliafence ;  names  of  eminent  persons  who 
have  died  during  the  month ;  names  of  Derby 
and  Oaks  winners  in  May  or  June;  funds, 
stock,  wool-sales,  &c.  In  the  summary  is 
also  the  latest  special  telegram  via  Suez, 
which  is  sent  from  London  on  the  evening  of 
the  3rd  of  the  month  following  that  during 
which  the  mail-steamer  leaves  Marseilles.  For 
instance,  the  steamer  with  letters  and  papers 
leaves  Marseilles  on  the  27th  of  June,  and  on 
the  3rd  of  July,  a  telegram  is  sent  to  Suez, 
which  is  there  put  on  board  the  steamer,  and 
carried  on  to  Melbourne ;  so  that  the  latest 
news  received  in  Australia  from  England  is 
only  five  weeks  old,  and  this  news  travels 
eleven  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  miles,  or  thereabouts,  by  the  overland 
route. 

About  two  days,  or  rather  less,  as  a  general 
rule,  after  the  steamer  has  been  telegraphed, 
she  herself  arrives  in  Hobson's  Bay,  at  the 
head  of  which  is  Sandridge,  the  port  of,  and 
two  and  a  half  miles  distant  from,  Melbourne. 
A  small  steamer  goes  alongside  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  vessel,  and  receives  the  mail- 
boxes. She  takes  them  to  Sandridge,  and 
there  they  are  placed  in  carts,  and  driven  up 
to  the  General  Post-office  in  Melbourne. 
There  is  a  railway  from  Sandridge  to  Mel- 
bourne, but  it  is  found  more  convenient  and 
expeditious  to  put  the  boxes  in  spring- cartp, 
and  send  them  by  road .  I  believe  the  average 
number  of  boxes  containing  the  letters  and 
papers  is  three  hundred.  Extra  hands  are 
taken  on  at  the  post-office  to  assist  in  bring- 
ing in  and  opening  the  boxes ;  and  the  regular 
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clerks  sort  the  letters  and  papers  with  won- 
derful quickness.  A  notice  is  placed  outside 
the  post-office,  intimating  to  the  public  when 
the  letters,  &c.,  will  be  delivered. 

The  arrival  of  the  mail  naturally  causes  a 
temporary  excitement,  which  lasts  for  per- 
haps twenty-four  hours. 

A  few  words  with  respect  to  the  departure 
of  the  mail.  The  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
mail-steamers  leave  Sydney  on  the  22nd  of 
each  month,  and  Melbourne  on  the  26th. 
The  post-office  closes  at  ten  o'clock,  but 
an  office  is  kept  open  at  Sandridge  till  noon. 
The  mail-steamer  sails  very  punctually  at  two, 
and  up  to  the  last  minute  almost,  letters  can 
be  posted  on  board  in  a  box  on  deck  for  that 
purpose.  Letters,  however,  posted  after  ten 
can  only  go  via  Marseilles.  The  office  closes 
for  newspapers,  via  Southampton,  at  six 
o'clock  on  the  previous  day.  The  rush  to  the 
post-office  during  the  last  fire  minutes  is  very 
great  indeed.  Melbourne  is  very  subject  to 
floods,  as  it  has  over-ground  sewers.  These 
become  swollen  by  the  rains,  and  inundate 
the  streets.  I  had  to  post  my  letters  last 
November  nearly  up  to  my  knees  in  water. 
The  water  around  the  post-office  was  several 
inches  deep;  cabs  would  take  you  through 
the  deepest  part,  but  to  reach  the  letter-box 
itself,  you  were  obliged  to  go  through  some 
water.  This  will,  I  believe,  be  obviated  when 
the  new  post-office,  a  magnificent  building,  is 
finished. — Chambers* a  Journal. 


THE  POSTAGE  STAMPS  OF  BUENOS 

AYRES. 

Chiefly  from  Ze  Timbre  Poste^  by  kind  permission  of 

Mons.  Moens. 

The  following  authentic  and  interesting  com- 
munication, which  we  promised  our  readers 
in  the  December  number  of  this  magazine, 
will  prove  the  reality  of  the  existence  of  the 
contested  4  reales  brown,  and  the  falsity  of 
the  4  and  5  pesos  blue  and  brown  so  generally 
admitted  into  catalogues ;  and  also  uncere- 
moniously overturn  the  till  lately  universally 
received  impression  of  the  value  of  the  com- 
monest of  the  blue  *  ships '  of  Buenos  Ayres.. 
The  decree  creating  the  postage  stamps  of 
that  country  is  as  foDows  : — 


'  Buenos  Ayres,  April  9, 1858. 

'  Considering  the  necessity  of  establishing 
a  system  of  stamps  for  postal  correspcmdence, 
and  conformably  to  the  proposition  of  the 
postmaster-general,  the  government  grants 
and  decrees : 

'1.  That  letters  shall  be  franked  by 
means  of  postage  stamps,  and  that  the  post- 
office  shall  not  take  charge  of  letters  unpro- 
vided with  such. 

'2.  Supplementary  to  the  decree*  of 
June  27,  1857,  the  value  of  these  stamps 
shall  be  2,  3,  4,  and  5  pesos,  according  to  the 
weight  of  the  letters.  A  single  letter  shall 
bear  a  2  p.  stamp  on  one  of  the  corners  of 
the  envelope,  a  double  shall  have  a  3  p.,  a 
triple  4  p.,  and  a  heavier  letter  a  5  p. 
stamp. 

'  8.  [This  article  settles  the  weight  of 
letters  under  an  ounce.] 

*  4.  [Provides  for  those  weighing  abo?e 
one  ounce.] 

'  5.  The  sale  of  these  postage  stamps 
shall  take  place  at  the  principal  post-office 
and  in  other  places  appointed  for  th« 
purpose. 

'  6.  Whoever  shall  employ  a  stamp  that 
has  already  been  used  shall  be  fined  5  pesos, 
in  addition  to  the  postage,  the  first  offence ; 
and  200  for  the  second,  300  for  the  third, 
and  so  on  in  proportion. 

'  7.  When  the  guilty  party  shall  be  un- 
able or  unwilling  to  pay  the  penalty,  he  shall 
be  transferred  to  the  proper  official  tribunal, 
for  the  infliction  of  whatever  punishment 
may  be  judged  commensurate  with  the 
offence. 

*  8.  The  stamps  shaU  be  fiELbricated  at  the 
Bank  or  the  Mint,  in  presence  of  a  com- 
mission appointed  for  that  end.  The  manager 
shall  register  the  number  of  sheets  printed. 

*9.  The  forgers  of  postage  stamps  and 
their  accomplices  shall  be  liable  to  all  the 
penalties  fixed  by  the  laws. 

'  10.  Both  stamps  and  plates  shall  remain 
deposited  at  the  bank,  under  the  same  re> 
strictions  as  the  plates  of  bank  notes. 

'  11.     This  decree  shall  be  put  in  force  » 

week  after  issue  in  the  city,  and  a  month  in 

the  provinces. 

♦  What  was  this  decree  ?  Wai  it  one  vpprorijag  A» 
gaueho  series,  which  the  writer  seeou  to  ignore? — ^£i>< 
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*12.  [Provides  for  the  circnlation  of  the 
decree.] 

*  JosB  Babros  Pazos.' 

This  decree  did  not  provide  for  the  colours 
of  ihe  stamps,  but  the  following  were  those 
adopted : — 

dos  pesos  azul        ...     or  2  p.  bine. 

tres      „     verde      ..  3  „  green. 

cnatro  „      Colorado  4  „  vermilion. 

dnco    „      amarillo  5  „  orange. 

They  were  put  in  circnlation  April  29,  1858. 

In  consequence  of  a  reduction  in  the 
charge,  conformably  to  a  decree  of  October 
2, 1858,  the  postal  authorities  on  the  26th 
day  of  that  month  emitted  two  new  values, 
similar  to  the  type  in  use.  These  two  values 
were — 

:IN  PS.  coffee-coloured,  or  1  peso  dark 
brown,  for  letters  weighing  an  ounce. 

CUAT***  RS.  chestnut,  or  4  reales  bright  yel- 
low-brown, for  letters  weighing  half  an 
ounce. 

There  are,  moreover,  tne  following  varie- 
ties met  with  among  these  stamps. 

:IN  PS.  bright  yellow-brown, — same  shade 
as  the  4  r.  above. 

CUAT***  BS.  brown. 

CUAT*^  R8.  very  dark  brown. 

On  the  Ist  of  January,  1859,  the  shade  of 
the  1  peso  was  changed,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
was  issued 

:IN  PS.  azul  or  1  peso  light  blue, 
variety         1     „     dark  blue. 

These  are  all  the  different  values  or  shades 
that  have  appeared  of  the  first  or  '  ship*  type; 
as  for  the  4  and  5  pesos  blue  and  the  same 
values  brown,  they  have*  never  existed,  but 
this  is  what  induces  the  prevalent  error 
respecting  them,  viz.,  the  postal  authorities 
emitting  two  new  values,  cancelled  the  pre- 
ceding ones,  but  made  use  of  the  die  of  the  4 
and  5  pesos  for  the  1  peso  and  4  reales. 

The  CUAT***  PS.  (4  pesos)  thus  became  cuat*** 
M.  (4  reales),  by  forming  an  R  out  of  the  P 
of  PS.  This  change  having  been  badly  exe- 
cated,  the  major  part  of  the  stamps  bear  the 
form  of  the  letter  p. 

The  CINCO  PS.  (5  pesos)  was  in  like  manner 
taransfonned  into  :IN  PS.  (1  peso),  all  the  left- 
hand  part  of  the  initial  letter  c  of  ginco  being 
scratched  out,  as  also  the  last  two  letters  of 


the  word.  The  letter  s  of  pesos,  owing  to 
some  misadventure,  remained ;  so  that  :IN 
PS.  has  been  erroneously  taken  by  collectors 
as  the  GIN  PS.,  the  abbreviation  of  ciNCO  ps. 
(5  pesos). 

The  impression  of  these  stamps  having 
been  ever  ill-executed,  especially  after  the 
alterations  in  the  plates,  it  sometimes  hap- 
pened that  the  1  peso  blue  exhibited  nothing 
but  the  last  stroke  of  the  n  and  a  small  blot, 
giving  it  somewhat  the  appearance  of  a  T. 
This  anomaly  suggested  to  some  individual 
the  idea  of  filling  in  the  empty  space  by 
means  of  the  lettering  CUA,  inserted  before 
the  suppositious  T.  Unfortunately  (I  am 
speaking  of  the  type  under  my  inspection), 
instead  of  terminating  the  word  with  an  o, 
an  s  was  put;  a  very  grave  error,  making 
the  word  a  contraction  of  cuatros,  in  lieu  of 
cuatro.  If  any  stamps  exist  orthographically 
correct,  they  are  in  no  way  more  genuine  on 
that  account. 

In  pursuance  of  a  fresh  change  the  postage 
was  fixed  henceforward  at  1  peso,  2  pesos, 
and  4  reales.  This  opportunity  was  taken  to 
replace  the  primitive  type  for  the  efiBgy  of 
Liberty.  These  stamps  were  circulated  Sep- 
tember 3,  1859.     They  were — 

4  reales  green  on  tinted  paper. 

1  peso  blue  white 

2  „     vermilion        „ 
The  green  stamp  was  used  in  conjunction 

with  the  1  peso  for  letters  of  a  certain  weight, 
or  singly  for  local  postage. 

On  September  20, 1862,  the  colours  of  the 
1  and  2  pesos  were  changed,  to  make  them 
accord  with  the  corresponding  values  em- 
ployed in  the  Argentine  Republic ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  the  blue  1  peso  was  printed 
in  pink,  like  the  5  centavos  Argentine  Re- 
public of  equivalent  value.  The  vermilion  2 
pesos  then  became  blue,  like  the  10  c.  Argen- 
tine, and  the  green  4  r.  was  suppressed.  A 
franc  is  worth  4  pesos,  niore  or  less,  and  8 
reales  make  a  peso. 

On  the  21st  of  October,  1862,  the  post- 
office  authorities  proposed  the  adoption  of  a 
uniform  type  for  all  the  republic  to  the 
minister  of  the  interior,  D.  Guillermo  Raw- 
son.  This  proposition  being  agreed  to,  the 
type  of  the  e&.gj  of  Liberty  was  suppressed, 
and  the  5,  10,  and  15  centavos  stamps  used 
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by  the  Argentine  Republic  were  provision- 
ally employed. 

The  type  that  had  been  proposed  in  1862 
was  put  into  circulation  on  the  1 7th  of  April, 
1864.  It  bears  the  representation  of  Don 
Bernardino  Rivadavia,  and  is  of  three  values 
— 5  c.  pink  ;  10  c.  green ;  and  15  c.  blue. 
They  are  now  perforated ;  those  first  issued 
to  the  public  had  not  that  improvement. 

G.  A. 

Supplementary  to  this  valuable  communi- 
cation we  may  append  the  translation  of  an 
article  taken  from  the  first  number  of  our 
*  youngest  brother '  on  the  mooted  question 
of  the  gaucho  stamps.  We  do  not  consider 
the  non-mention  of  them  by  the  writer  on 
the  Buenos  Ayres  stamps  a  positive  proof  of 
their  non-existence.  The  gentleman  may 
not  have  been  in  the  country  at  the  time  of 
their  introduction,  or  may  not  have  then  felt 
sufiScient  interest  in  stamps  to  let  the  fact  be 
impressed  on  his  memory.  We  are  not  so 
young  as  we  were,  and  have  yet  met  with 
many  of  our  seniors  who  had  not  the  slightest 
recollection  of  our  black  Victoria  label  or 
either  of  the  Mulready  envelopes.  We  men- 
tioned in  a  former  article  having  ourselves 
seen  one  of  these  gauchos  postmarked  two  or 
three  years  since,  and  during  our  recent  con- 
tinental visit  saw  others.  The  following  is 
the  extract  in  question  : — 

*  We  feel  it  incumbent  on  us  to  say  a  few 
words  on  these  poor  stamps  [the  gauchos^ 
that  have  given  rise  to  so  much  discussion, 
and  which  by  some  have  been  refused  the 
right  of  entree  into  collections,  under  colour 
of  their  having  been  either  essays  or  mere 
speculative  impressions. 

*For  our  own  part,  we  can  confidently 
assure  our  readers  that  these  stamps  really 
were  in  circulation  ;  for  a  short  time,  it  is 
true — ten  or  twelve  days  only, — after  the 
*'  ships  "  but  befoi*e  the  "  head  of  Liberty  " 
stamps.  The  reason  of  their  remaining  so 
long  unknown  is  this, — at  the  time  of  their 
emission  the  business  houses  of  Buenos 
Ayres  were  all  more  or  less  provided  with 
the  "  ships,"  as  merchants  usually  lay  in  a 
stock  of  stamps  in  advance.  They  conse- 
(|uently  used  up  all  the  superseded  stamps 
belbre  providing  themselves  with  the  new 
issue ; 


*•  But  ah !  too  brief  a  life  it  shows. 
And  withers  like  the  fading  rose." 

In  plain  prose,  it  lasted  scarcely  a  fortnight 
Thus  it  happened  that  the  stock  on  hand 
was  not  exhausted,  and  the  stamps  impressed 
with    the   cavalier   scarcely  saw   the  light. 
Some   few   of  them,  nevertheless,  had  the 
honour  of  being  employed,  and  to  our  own 
immeiiate   knowledge   two   of   our  largest 
customers  are  each  in  possession  of  one  of 
these  stamps  cancelled,  and  that  thoroughly. 
There  cannot  be  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  about 
the  matter :  they  are,  in  verity,  neither  in- 
ventions   nor    essays,    but    handsome    and 
authentic  stamps,  whose  sole  defect  ia  their 
remarkable  rarity.' 

Mons.  Mahe  has  written  to  one  of  his 
friends  in  Buenos  Ayres,  requesting  to  he 
furnished  with  the  necessary  proofs  for  the 
legal  demonstration  of  the  birth  and  death  of 
the  stamps  under  discussion ;  on  obtaining 
which  he  promises  to  impart  the  same  imme- 
diately to  the  rea4ers  of  his  magazine,  and, 
with  his  kind  permission,  our  own  shall  be 
made  partakers  of  the  advantage. 


CURRENT  STAMP  FORGERIES. 

BY  EDWARD  L.   PEMBERTON,  AUTHOR  OF    '  FOKiiED 
Sl'AMPS:    HOW  TO   DETECf  THEM.' 

I  HAVE  met  with  the  two  following  varieties  of 
the  red  (green  centre)  stamp  of  Livonia,  the 
better  executed  of  the  two  I  presume  to  be  a 
genuine  one.  I  can  find  the  following*  amongst 
other  differences  between  the  two  specimens. 
Genuine :  a  distinct  five-rayed  star  in  each 
comer,  on  a  red  plain  ground,  separated 
from  the  extreme  •background  of  the  stamp 
by  an  ornament  with  three  ends.  In  the 
forgery,  the  star  in  corners  is  indistinct  as 
to  the  number  of  rays,  and  the  ornament 
mentioned  above  has  but  two  ends,  the  cen- 
tral one  being  indiscernible.  The  background 
of  the  genuine  stamp,  a  close  but  distinct 
pattern,  which  in  the  forgery,  although  evi- 
dently a  pattern,  is  not  everywhere  clear. 
Again,  in  the  forgery,  from  w  to  H  of  wen- 
DENSCHEN,  there  are  seven  scalloped  marks 
round  the  centre,  whilst,  in  the  genuine  copy, 
we  only  observe  six  marks,  the  letter  h 
coming  just  past  the  centre  of  the  sixth  one. 
The  colourings  of  the  false  stamp  are  bright, 
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but  poor;   those  of  the  original  are  bright 
and  good. 

Bbemkn. — 1856,  3,  5,  7  grote,  5  silb.  gr. ; 
1863,  2  grote. — The  whole  set  of  these 
stamps  is  probably  forged,  bat  as  yet  I  have 
not  met  with  the  10  grote.  They  are  very 
good  forgeries,  but  have  the  new,  glazy  ap- 
pearance, and  shining  postmarks,  which 
cannot  deceive  the  experienced  collector. 
The  following  points  occur  in  the  5  silb.  gr. 
Forgery :  the  colour  too  bright,  o  of  s.  OR. 
is  badly  formed,  the  top  half  being  too  small, 
and  the  bottom  too  broad;  the  top  of  the 
figure  5  inch'nes  upwards  very  strangely,  and 
the  dot  after  the  s.  gr.  is  rather  an  oblong 
one.  In  the  genuine,  we  find  this  dot  is  a 
rounded-square  one.  In  the  forgery,  the 
ornamental  work  over  numerals  v.  in  lower 
comers  is,  on  the  \e^  hand  side,  thinner  than 
it  is  on  the  right  side.  A  little  care  will 
prevent  one's  being  'done'  by  these  imita- 
tions, as  they  all  show  discrepancies  in  letter- 
ing as  pointed  out  above ;  for  instance,  the 
outline  of  shading  to  the  letters  of  Bremen  on 
the  3  grote  will  not  bear  examination, — the 
shapes  of  the  figures  3  in  the  corners  differ. 
The  colour  of  the  2  grote  is  too  deep  in  the 
forgery. 

Finland. — Envelopes,  1845,  10  kop.  rose, 
20  black. — The  forgeries  of  the  reprints  of 
these  formerly  unattainable  stamps  are  very 
close  imitations,  though  the  letters  are  so 
shaped  as  to  render  any  one  with  a  know- 
ledge of  stamps  at  once  suspicious,  without 
comparison  with  genuine  ones.  The  following 
differences  between  forged  and  genuine  are 
very  patent.  Forgery  :  the  letter  s  of 
STEMPEL  is  below  the  level  of  T,  and  is  badly 
shaped  in  the  lower  half,  being  smaller  there 
than  it  should  be ;  the  letters  are  none 
of  them  nicely  finished,  none  being  square  ! 
and  clear  as  they  ought  to  be ;  also  the  I 
marks  in  the  band  of  the  crown  are,  in  the  I 
forgery,  five  transverse  ovals,  with  a  dot 
between  each.  In  the  genuine  stamp  they 
are  long  diamond-shaped  marks,  the  upper 
halves  of  which  are  seldom  clear.  The  word 
KOPECK  is  in  thick  bold  letters  in  the  reprint 
and  original,  but  in  rather  thin  ones  in  the 
forgery,  and  also  the  cross  on  the  top  of  the 
crown  is,  in  the  forgery,  decidedly  crooked. 
The  forgeries  have  an  indistinctness  in  colour- 


ing not  observable  in  the  first  reprints  ;  the 
later  re-impressions  are  far  from  equalling 
the  earliest  in  paper,  colour,  and  clearness. 
The  greenish-black  20  kop.  does  not  exist  as 
an  original  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Papal  States. — Forgeries  are  in  extensive 
circulation  of  the  50  baj.  blue,  and  1  scudo 
red — both  rather  rare  stamps.  The  following 
are  the  most  perceptible  differences  which 
occur  betwixt  the  forged  and  genuine  50 
baj.  Forged :  the  end  of  the  key  has  only 
a  semicircle  in  the  handle,  though  there  is  a 
clear  circle  in  the  original,  and  the  shading 
of  the  extreme  border  is  too  coarse.  Genuine. 
The  letters  ra  of  franco,  and  tal  of  postale, 
are  joined  to  one  another  at  their  bases, — 
not  so  in  the  forgery.  The  1  scudo  I  have 
unfortunately  had  no  opportunity  of  com- 
paring, but  hope  to  remedy  this  in  my  next 
paper. 

WuRTEMBURG.  Retourbricfe. — Nearly  every 
specimen  of  this  rare  stamp  in  English  col- 
lections is  forged.  I  am  unable  to  give  the 
exact  points  of  the  genuine  stamp,  but  can 
mention  the  following  which  do  not  occur  in 
combination  in  any  forgery  I  have.  The 
genuine  RETOURBRlEKE  is  upon  a  white  paper, 
with  a  tinge  of  blue,  although  it  could  not  be 
called  bluish  paper;  it  is  clearly  and  deeply 
printed,  and  there  is  always  a  stop  after  the 

word  RETOURBRIEFE. 

With  the  commencement  of  the  new  year 
it  is  very  probable  that  a  great  number  of 
fresh  forgeries  will  appear,  and  therefore  the 
readers  of  this  magazine  will  do  well  to 
exercise  the  greatest  care  in  making  their 
purchases.  This  will  especially  apply  to  the 
juvenile  portion  of  our  community,  to  whom 
a  seemingly  beautiful  impression  of  an  ohl 
stamp  has  immense  attraction ;  and  youth 
being  very  unsuspicious,  it  is  to  it  that  such 
things  as  reprints  and  well  executed  forgeries 
are  principally  offered.  Many  of  the  common 
stamps  are  forged  in  quantities,  solely  on 
purpose  to  make  up  the  marvellous  packets 
of  stamps  at  marvellously  low  prices.  I 
allude  to  the  lower  values  of  Greece,  Lubeck, 
Baden,  the  oldest  Wurtemburg,  Bremen, 
Bavaria,  &c.,  &c.  The  only  way  to  avoid 
deception  is  to  buy  only  from  dealers  of  well 
known  honesty ;  these  latter,  though  some- 
times deceived  themselves,  are  not  likely  to 
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deceive  intentionally,  and  therefore  the  risk 
is  much  less  tlian  in  buying  trom  those  who 
are  known  to  deal  in  fac-simileB  and  their 
brethren  forgeries. 


NEWLY-ISSUED  OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 

The  gossip  of  stamp  cote- 
ries prophesies  novel  ema- 
[.  nations  from  Spain,  Swit- 
nzerland,    Bnvaria,    Brazil, 
41  .md  the  United  States,  so 
H  that  the  forthcoming  iium- 
I  bers   of  this  journal   will 
not   lack   subjecla   for   de- 
scription or  engraving.    In 
the  meantime  we    mast   be   content    with 
annexing  the  figure-heads  of  two  essays  of 
the  last-mentioned  country.     One  of  them 


— that  to  the  left,  with  stars  in  all  four 
comers — is  printed  in  green.  The  other, 
with  u.  s.  in  the  top  comers  and  valae  in  a 

The  engraving  heading  this  article  is  a 
fac-aimile  of  the  present  3  cents  envelope  of 
the  United  States.  It  differs  from,  and  is 
much  handsomer  than  the  superseded  one ; 
the  figures  standing  out  bolder  and  the 
letters  being  while  in  bold  relief.  The  1  cent 
has  andergoiie  a  similar  modification.  Simul- 
taneously with  its  emission  a  new  2  cent. 
envelope  was  introduced,  rather  larger  than, 
hut  not  strikingly  difierent  from,  its  prode- 
oesBor,  tbe  chief  alteration  being  the  curtail- 
ment of  u.  s.  POSTAGE  into  f,  s.  POST.  The 
design  of  both  these  envelopes  is  evidently 
intended  to  show  their  respective  values 
more  clearly  than  they  appeared  in  the  now 
obsolete  types. 

The  penny  Victoria  is  still  green,  but  the 
type  is  clmn^rcd,  and  is  now  identical  with 
that  of  the  twopenny  and  fourpenny.     The 


threepenny  bine  will  no  doabt  nndergo  a 
similar  change,  and  we  trust  the  hideou 
sixpenny  and  antedilnvian-looking  shilling 
will  not  be  long  behindhand.  OnrStThomaa 
correspondent  gave  us  a  rather  erroneous 
impression  respecting  the  colour  of  the  latest 
\a  Onaira  stamps,  stating  they  were  bine 
and  gold-yellow.  The  latter  is  a  decided 
orange. 

Im  Tbe  subjoined  cut  repre- 
n  sents  the  species  mentioned 
[l  in  Mount  Brown's  catalogue, 
w  fifth  edition,  page  68,  as  in- 
g  t«nded  for  the  West  Indian 
ffl  colonies  of  Spain,  and  issued 
i  in  1863.  Moens  evidenUy 
considers  it  an  essay,  making  no  mention 
thereof.  In  the  elaborate  catalogue  of  Oscar 
Berger  Levrault,  page  53,  it  is  noted  as 
employed  for  transmission  of  government 
correspondence  from  Madrid  to  tbe  colonies, 
in  conjunction  with  three  other  valoeii  bear- 
ing the  1855,  '56,  '57  head. 

On  page  170  of  last  year's  magazine  we 
chronicled  a  stamp  emanating  from  the 
London  and  North  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany, value  3d.,  aince  which  we  have  received 
others  of  similar  device  and  colour,  numbered 
respectively  2d.,  4d.,  6d.,  and  9d.  These 
are  at  present  in  use  on  the  northern  parts 
ofthe  line,  not  franking  packets  from  London; 
but  we  have  also  been  favoured  with  a  sight 
of  another  series  submitted  to  the  authorities 
for  approval,  and  proposed  exclusively  for 
newspaper  packets  from  town.  These  are 
the  same  in  design,  but  printed  in  black  <hi 
yellow  paper ;  they  range  iu  price  from  2d. 
to  5s.,  the  intermedia'e  ones  being  3d.,  4d., 
6d..  9d.,  Is.,  and  2s.  6d- 

The  peculiarly  queer-looking  individual 
next  figured  is  a  representative  of  one  of  tbe 
series  of  French  essays  published  by  U3[. 

I  Mellet  k  Picbot.      They  an 

■  printed  on  a  prepared  cnemi- 
B  cal  paper,  and  could  be  effeo- 
I  tnally  cancelled  by  the  stroke 
9  of  a  wetted  pencil.  There 
H  are  ten  different  shades  and 
fl  colours  of  these  stamps,  with 
the  emperor's  head  when 
president,  or  rather  a  caricature  of  it;  and 
ten  with  that  of  the  republic  in  the  same 


Jan.  1, 1865.]        THE   STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


category.  The  latter,  unlike  the  known 
series,  is  turned  to  the  right,  and  all  the 
stamps  are  for  20  centimes ;  those  with  the 
president's  head  are  for  25  c.  These  latter 
belong  to  the  series  known  as  essays  for 
Cayenne ;  possibly  because  the  designer  was, 
or  ought  to  be,  transported  thither  for  his 
ridiculous  libel  on  Napoleon's  profile  !  The 
specimen  ^m  which  the  cut  was  taken  is 
dull  yellow  above  wid  below,  and  grey  in  the 
middle ;  on  this  groundwork  the  head,  &c.y 
are  impressed  of  a  dirty  brown  colour. 
Our  sixth  engraving  exhibits  a  specimen 

of  one  of  the  four  Belgian 
essays  mentioned  on  page 
184  of  our  last  year's  volume. 
They  are  neatly  and  clearly 
designed  and  executed,  and 
appearing  to  fulfil  all  the 
requirements  of  the  postal 
authorities  in  respect  to  de- 
vice, colours,  Ac.,  may  possibly  meet  with 
government  approval.  The  chosen  type, 
however,  may  not  improbably  make  its 
appearance  before  these  observHtions  see  the 
Hght. 

We  have  just  received  intimation  of  a  new 
series  for  Mexico.  The  stamps  bear  the  same 
eflBgy  as  the  early  impressions, — cokreos 
XEJico  above,  value  beneath ;  but  being  from 
a  steel-plate  are  very  superior,  and  the  head 
of  Hidalgo  is  better  executed.  They  are 
perforated.  The  denominations  are  reported 
to  be  1  real  red;  2  reales  blue;  4  reales 
brown ;  and  1  peso  black. 

A  local  Chinese  has  made  its  appearance, 
used  similarly  to  those,  of  La  Guaira  by  a 
steam-packet  company  for  transmission  of 
letters  to  and  from  Hong  Kong,  Shanghae, 
and  some  other  places.  A  Russian,  emanat- 
ing from  a  company  of  the  same  kind,  6 
kopeks  in  value,  for  Levantine  letters,  has 
been  described  in  Mons.  Mah^'s  second  num- 
ber ;  and,  moreover,  a  series  of  dubious  essays 
for  Honolulu. 

Since  we  penned  the  first  part  of  this 
paper,  the  wires  of  the  electric  telegraph 
bore  from  Turin  to  Paris  the  news,  important 
to  timbrophilists,  that  the  15  centesimi  of 
Italy  is  about  to  be  superseded  by  a  20  c, 
the  government  taking  that  modest  method 
of  putting  on  the  screw.     Until  the  present 


issue  is  exhausted  it  will  bear  the  additional 
5  c.  value  by  being  stamped  with  a  20  in  ink, 
provisionally. 

THE  POSTMAN. 

BT   DOUGLAS   JEBBOLD. 

Herald  of  joy — messenger  of  evil !  Daily 
terror — hourly  hope!  Now,  one  deputed 
from  the  gods ;  and  now,  the  envoy  of  pain, 
and  poverty,  and  death.  Each  and  all  of 
these  is  the  unconscious  postman.  In  the 
roand  of  one  morning  he  may  stand  at  fifty 
thresholds,  the  welcome  bringer  of  blessed 
news, — the  long-hoped,  long- prayed  for  car- 
rier of  good  tidings, — and  the  dismal  tale- 
bearer, the  ambassador  of  woe.  The  postman 
deals  his  short,  imperative  knock,  and  the 
sound  shall,  like  a  fairy  spell,  as  quickly  call 
a  face  of  hopeful  gladness  to  the  door :  he 
passes  to  the  next  house,  and  his  summons 
makes  the  anxious  soul  within  quail  and 
quake  with  apprehension.  He  is,  indeed,  a 
stout,  a  happy  man,  whose  heart  has  never 
shrunk  at  the  knock  of  the  postman. 

We  meet  the  postman  in  his  early  walk : 
he  is  a  familiar  object, — a  social  common- 
place, tramping  through  mud,  and  snow,  and 
drenching  rain,  and  withering  cold,  the 
drudge  of  all  weathers;  and  we  scarcely 
heed  the  value  of  his  toil, — rarely  consider 
the  daily  treasure  of  which  he  is  Uie  deposi- 
tory and  the  dealer  forth.  We  speak  of 
treasure  in  its  highest  meaning ;  eschewing 
all  notice  of  bank  notes,  and  bills,  and 
cheques,  wherewith  the  postman  is  daily 
trusted :  we  confine  ourselves  to  the  more 
precious  records  of  the  heart;  to  the  written 
communings  of  affection ;  the  kind  remem- 
brances ;  the  yearnings  of  the  absent ;  the 
hopes  of  the  happy;  and  the  more  sacred 
sorrows  of  the  unfortunate.  Look  at  that 
little  bundle  of  letters  grasped  by  the  post- 
man. Who  shall  guess  the  histories  that  ai*e 
there ! — histories  more  deep,  more  touching, 
than  many  on  the  shelves  of  libraries; 
writing,  albeit  the  authorship  of  the  poor  and 
ignorant,  that  in  its  homely  truth  shall  shame 
the  laboured  periods  of  fashionable  quill- 
cutters.  Sally  Robins  writes  home  to  say, 
that  John  Thomson  is  a  very  proper  young 
man;  and  that,  if  &ther  and  mother  have 
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no  objection,  sbe  thinks  she  can  persuade 
herself  to  become  Mrs.  Thomson,  Give  us 
that  letter  for  a  piece  of  wholesome  nature, 
a  bit  of  simple  feeling,  before  any  set  of  three 
volumes  by  Lady  Pickansteal,  even  with  the 
illustration  of  her  ladyship's  portrait,  buUt 
by  Parris,  with  the  hat,  weeping  willow, 
feather,  bouquet,  velvet  and  all  to  match. 
The  postman  is  the  true  publisher :  his  tales 
are  verities ;  his  romances,  things  of  life : 
besides,  in  his  case,  though  penned  by  right 
honourable  ladies  and  gentlemen,  the  wares 
he  deals  in  are  delivered  without  any  improve- 
ment by  foreign  hands,  to  their  readers. 
Thus  considered,  the  postman's  diurnal 
budget  is  the  history  of  much  of  human  life ; 
the  written  pictures  of  its  hopes,  wants, 
follies,  virtues,  crimes;  of  its  pettiest  and 
most  fleeting  ceremonies,  as  of  its  highest 
and  most  enduring  aspirations. 

The  postman's  packet  is  before  us.  In 
what  close  companionship  are  the  lowly  and 
the  great !  Here  is  a  letter  to  his  grace,  and 
over  it  a  missive  from  Molly  the  scullion : 
look  we  immediately  behind  the  duke,  and 
we  find  the  epistle  of  Dicky  the  gi'oom.  Try 
lower  down:  what  have  we  here?  The 
humble  petition  of  an  old  constituent  to  a 
place-giving  politician,  backed  by  a  letter 
from  Epsom,  penned  by  a  professor  of  the 
thimble  ripr!  What  next?  Alack,  the  pro- 
fanation !  Behind  the  pea-and- thimble  varlet, 
lies  the  pastoral  note  of  the  meek  Bishop  of 
Orancreton  to  a  minister  of  state.  In  the 
rear  of  the  bishop — oh,  for  a  pound  of  civet ! 
— lurks  the  agonizing  correspondence  of  a 
heart-stricken  opera  dancer.  Here  is  a 
position — here  a  jumble !  Oh,  for  a  peep  at 
the  contents  of  only  two  of  the  last  three 
letters !  That  it  should  be  felony  to  break  a 
seal,  and  in  spite  of  such  a  provocation ! 
Otherwise,  what  various  views  of  life  might 
we  not  enjoy  from  them  ?  How  beautiftiUy 
should  we  find  the  trickery  of  the  trading 
gambler  relieved  by  the  gentleness,  virtues, 
and  political  piety  of  the  senatorial  bishop ! 
True  it  is,  that  we  have  a  sort  of  half- 
reverence  for  the  professor  of  the  pea-and- 
thimble,  on  account  of  the  remoteness  of  his 
origin.  It  is  not  generally  known  (except, 
perhaps,  to  losers,)  that  the  pea-and-thimble 
man  comes  ft^m  the  country  of  the  crocodile, 


being,  as  proved  by  the  learned  Mr.  Lane, 
descended  from  the  sons  of  ancient  Egypt. 
Nevertheless,  their  several  letters  opened, 
we  know,  we  feel,  that  we  should  turn  with 
disgust  from  the  sharper  of  the  racecourse, 
to  melt  and  glow  with  admiration  at  party 
episcopacy — at  the  lordly  shepherd  smelling 
of  the  imperial  parliament. 

But  we  have  not  time  to  go  through  all 
our  postman's  bundle ;    we  must  not  dwell 
among  the  lovers,  lawyers,  contrabandists, 
merchants,  gossips,  philosophers  (for  there 
shall,  in  so  thick  a  budget,  be  one  or  two  of 
such  rare  fowl),  hucksters,  sharpers,  moral- 
ists,  quacks  and   dupes,    peaceably    bound 
together  by  the  postman's  string,  and  each 
and  all  waiting  serenely  for  their  delivery. 
Looked   upon   as  the  emanations,    the   re- 
presentatives of  their  separate  writers,  what 
a  variety  of  purpose,  what  many-colonred 
means,  and  nearly  all  to  arrive  at  the  same 
common  end !  Could  we  liave  more  curious 
reading,  than  by  taking  letter  by  letter,  and 
so  going  through  the  whole  Babel  of  contents? 
To  light  now  upon  the  doating  ravings  of  an 
absent  swain,  and  now  upon  the  peromptori- 
ness  of  a  vigilant  attorney !  Eternal  love,  and 
instant  payment !   Dim  visions  of  Hymen  and 
the   turnkey;     the   wedding  ring   and   the 
prison  bolt !    Next,  to  come  upon  the  sinful 
secrets   of  the  quiet,  excellent,  respectable 
man ;  the  worthy  soul,  ever  virtuous  because 
never  found  out :    to  unearth  the  hypocrite 
from  folded  paper,  and  see  all  his  iniquity 
blackening  in  a  white  sheet !   And  then  to 
fall  upon  a  piece  of  simple  goodness ;  a  letter 
gushing  from  the  heart;  a  beautifril  unstudied, 
vindication  of  the  worth  and  untiring  sweet- 
ness  of  human   nature;     a  record   of  the 
invulnerability   of    man,   armed  with  high 
purpose,  sanctified  by  truth :  a  writing  that, 
in  the  recollection  that  it  leaves,  shall  be  an 
amulet  against  the  sickness  of  uncharitable 
thoughts,  when  judging  man  at  his  worsts 
remembering  still  the  good  of  which  he  is 
capable.     Yes,  a  most  strange  volume  of  real 
life  is  the  daily  packet  of  the  postm»i ! 

The  letter-carrier  himself  may  be  said  to 
be  deficient  of  any  very  striking  characteristic, 
any  peculiar  recommendation  as  a  national 
portrait ;  in  himself  he  is,  indeed,  a  common 
place ;  he  is  only  for  the  time  being  elevated 
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by  our  hopes  and  fears ;  only  for  tlie  nonce 
the  creature  of  our  assoc^iations.  We  suffer 
the  fever  of  anxiety  for  a  letter,  and  the 
approaching  postman  comes  upon  us  a  very 
different  person  from  liim  who  passed  our 
window  a  week  ago.  In  the  intensity  of  our 
expectation,  we  almost  made  him  a  pai-tj'  to 
our  gladness  or  our  suffering :  he  has  no- 
thing for  us,  and  inwardly  we  almost  chide 
him  for  the  disappontment  ;  he  seems 
leagued  against  us,  and  in  our  thoughts  we 
reproach  him  for  his  unkindness.  *  Are  you 
sure  you  have  nothing  ? '  we  ask,  as  if  almost 
petitioning  his  will  to  delight  us ;  for  a  time, 
we  seem  to  ourselves  dependent  upon  his 
courtesy  alone  for  a  satisfying  answer.  We 
have  a  little  story  in  illustration  of  the 
naturalness  of  this : — 

A  late  friend  of  ours  had  long  expected  a 
letter — it  came  not.  Day  after  day  his  hand- 
maiden had  seen  the  postman  pass  the  door. 
At  length,  the  knock  was  heard — that  heart- 
awakening  sound,  when  so  desii'ed — the  post- 
man's knock  !  Betty  flew  to  the  door,  and 
as  she  took  the  letter,  with  vehement  i*e. 
proach  addressed  the  unoffending  carrier  : — 

*  You  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  yourself,'  said 
^t^y  ;  '  you  know  you  ought  —  good-for- 
nothing  fellow!'  *  What's  the  matter?' 
asked  the  postman,  '  What's  the  *  matter, 
my  dear  ? '  *  Don't  dear  me  !  You  know 
you  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  yourself,*  was 
the  ancillary  reply.  *  Why,  what  have  I 
done?'  urged  the  postman.  *Done!'  echoed 
the  maid,  who  then  immediately  crushed  the 
culprit    with  a  revelation    of  his   iniquity ; 

*  here  have  you  brought  this  letter,  and  only 
this  morning  ! '  '  Well  ?  '  '  Well,  indeed ! 
and  my  poor  dear  master  expected  it  three 
weeks  ago.'  Betty  felt  assured  that  the 
delay  rested  with  the  postman ;  that  he  alone 
was  chargeable  with  the  disappointment. 
Wiser  folks  than  Betty  have  been  tempted 
to  do  the  letter  carrier  a  like  passing 
wrong. 

We  have  said  the  postman  was  with  us 
a  common-place ;  and  yet,  in  the  very  regu- 
larity of  his  calls  may  we  see  the  highest 
triumph  of  civilization.  How  he  keeps  man 
knit  to  man ;  what  interest  he  upholds ;  how 
he  connects  and  makes  voluble  absent  hearts; 


how,  through  him  all  the  corners  of  the  earth 
hold  discourse  with  one  another !  The  post- 
man with  us  is  a  daily  fate ;  nought  stops 
him ;  he  walks,  and  walks,  and  for  over 
walks,  knocking  and  dealing  forth  his  many 
missives,  in  fair  weather  and  in  tempest,  in 
scorching  sun  and  nipping  frost.  In  the 
I'emote  habitations  of  man,  the  postman  is, 
indeed,  invested  with  more  romantic  attri- 
butes ;  he  is  not  a  dweller  among  the  people 
but  a  fitful  aaid  uncertain  visitor.  The  letter- 
carrier  to  the  few  denizens  of  a  Canadian 
forest  is  of  far  lugher  mark  than  the  post- 
man in  Cheapside.  He  who  brings  news  to 
the  wilderness,  comes  a  more  eventful  courier 
than  he  who  delivers  tidings  from  the  log- 
huts  to  men  in  towns.  Thei/  are  living  in 
the  hurly  of  Hfe  ;  to  them  there  can  come  at 
best  but  quiet  news ;  tidings  of  hewing  and 
clearing,  of  corn  sown,  sow^  farrowed,  and 
poultry  hatched.  To  the  exile  in  the  woods 
the  letter-carrier  brings,  with  the  news  of 
cities,  old  recollections  touching  to  dwell 
upon,  thoughts  of  old  habits  not  yet  quite 
flung  off,  memories  of  old  and  early  friends ; 
with  all  the  noise,  and  stir,  and  goodly  ght- 
tering  show  that  once  made  up  a  hopeW 
existence — was  once  the  day  dream  of  the 
reader's  life.  We  can  see  such  a  man,  can 
behold  the  emigrant  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
wilderness,  leaning  against  a  tree.  The 
pines  felled  about  him  bear  witness  to  his 
sinewy  arm,  and  yet  his  hand  shakes  as  with 
palsy  at  an  opened  sheet  of  paper.  In  the 
depth  of  the  forest,  in  its  solemn  silence,  only 
broken  by  the  leap  of  the  squirrel  or  the  cry 
of  the  jay,  in  a  soHtude  and  stillness  so  pro- 
found and  so  still  that  there  a  man  might 
hear  his  own  heart  beat, — the  emigrant, 
gazing  on  the  letter,  sees  amidst  his  tears 
the  houses  of  England,  her  old  remembered 
streets,  a  hundred  well-known  faces,  and 
hears  long  since  forgotten,  old,  familiar 
sounds.  Is  this  a  fancy  picture,  reader? 
Never  believe  it;  for  men  of  self-doemed 
g^ranite,  cut  off  from  men,  find,  to  their  own 
astonishment,  that  they  still  are  tearful  flesh. 
We  must,  however,  turn  from  all  picturesque 
couriers  ;  from  the  letter-carrier  through 
swamps  and  woods ;  the  Arab,  dromedary- 
mounted;  and   the   Tartar,  on  his  arrowy 
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steed, — to  return  to  the  wayfarer  of  British 
streets,  the  English  postman. 

Though  his  calling  be,  in  truth,  of  the 
humblest  sort,  we  do  not  look  upon  it  as  al- 
together menial.  The  cause  of  this  is  pro- 
bably to  be  found  in  the  various  feelings  of 
hope  and  fear  which  it  is  his  function  at 
times  to  awaken  in  us.  Though,  indeed, 
nothing  more  than  a  light  porter,  still  the 
precious  things  revealed  to  us  by  the  little 
ackets  he  is  charged  with  for  us,  endow 
im  with  a  consequence  independent  of  his 
mere  employment.  He  is,  we  know,  with 
his  masters  a  man  of  trust,  but  he  is  some- 
thing more  to  us ;  he  is  so  mingled  with  our 
happy  and  fearful  expectations,  that  we 
wholly  forget  the  money  letters  every  day 
entrusted  to  him,  in  our  thoughts  of  the 
missives  beyond  all  purchase  which  he  some- 
times brings  us. 

Postmen  are  happy  in  their  vocation ;  it 
secures  them  against  all  the  manifold  ills  of 
a  sedentary  life ;  and  their  minds,  continually 
engaged  in  the  light,  though  sometimes 
difficult,  reading  of  superscriptions,  must 
necessarily  be  at  once  enlarged  and  strength- 
ened by  the  practice.  Cobblers  and  taUors 
are  said  to  be  addicted  to  politics  and,  con- 
sequently, treason ;  this  disposition  has  by 
some  philosophers  been  traced  to  the  in-door 
habits  of  the  craftsmen,  to  their  sedentary 
and  cross-legged  positions,  all  favourable  to 
inward  brooding,  and  thereby  to  discontent. 
Far  different  is  the  postman ;  he  literally 
walks  through  life,  absolutely  knocks  through 
a  whole  existence,  transacting  small  govern- 
ment bargains,  with  no  time  to  sit  or  stand 
and  think  of  the  iniquities,  real  or  imaginary, 
of  his  political  masters.  We  never  heard  of 
a  postman  being  concerned  in  a  conspiracy, 
whilst  what  tongue  has  strength  enough  to 
count  the  cobblers  ?  Again,  if  the  postman 
starts  in  life  with  a  dapper  figure,  shall  he 
not  be  slim  and  elegant  to  the  last  ?  Is  he 
not  certain  of  carrying  to  the  grave  his 
original  greyhound  outline  ?  Gout  shuns 
him,  corpulency  visits  him  not,  whilst  exer- 
cise crowns  him  with  all  its  gifts,  and  claims 
the  postman  as  its  own. 


REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

OppevCs  FostoLge-Stamp  Alhwnty  and  Catalogue 
of  British  and  Foreign  Postage  Stamps, 
Edited  by  Henet  Whympeb.  Sixth 
Edition.     London  :  William  Stevens. 

The  duty  of  reviewing  this  work  has  already 
&llen  several  times  to  our  lot,  and  we  are 
happy  to  bear  our  testimony  to  its  progressive 
worth.  The  improvements  in  the  present 
edition,  noted  in  the  preface  and  fully  carried 
out  in  practice,  are  full  descriptions  of  the 
scarce  English  essays,  and  also  of  the  United 
States  express  and  local  stamps.  For  this 
end  the  compiler  has  availed  himself  of  the 
kind  authority  of  Dr.  Grray  and  Mr.  Mount 
Brown  to  extract  whatever  suit<ed  his  pur- 
pose from  their  published  papers.  Mr.  Pem- 
berton  added  his  permission  to  make  use  of 
his  descriptions  of  forgeries. 

When  we  say  that  the  paper,  print,  bind- 
ing, and  entire  getting  up  of  the  album  are 
as  good  as  before,  we  cannot  afford  greater 
commendation.  The  illustrated  sheet  of  spe- 
cimens is  also  considerably  enlarged.  We 
suppose  it  must  have  been  from  an  error  of 
the  press  that  the  Corrientes  stamp  is  labelled 
Spain,  and  the  Mexican  Moodena^  It  would 
also  have  been  more  correct  not  to  designate 
the  Bomagna  and  Foland  Rome  and  Russia 
respectively. 

Some  few  countries,  as  Baden,  Bavaria,  &c., 
are  scarcely  assigned  their  requisite  space, 
but  this  slight  defect  can  be  easily  remedied 
by  purchasing  and  interleaving  extra  ruled 
sheets,  which  can  be  obtained  at  a  small 
charge  per  dozen  from  the  publishers.  The 
erroneous  impression  so  many  collectors 
seem  to  labour  under  as  to  the  lociis  standi 
of  Mexico,  &c.,  is  success^lly  counteracted 
in  this  publication  by  the  classification  of 
that  country  with  Costa  Rica  and  Nicaragua 
under  Central  America.  We  regret  the 
reproduction  of  the  apparently  stereotyped 
error  respecting  the  value  of  the  Buenos 
Ayres  peso,  which  we  have  so  frequently  had 
occasion  to  remark  as  not  being  equivalent 
to  the  peso  or  dollar  of  Brazil,  Costa  Rica, 
and  New  Granada.  That  of  Buenos  Ayres 
is  worth  from  2J^d.  to  2Jd.  only. 

We  take  leave  of   the  present  edition, 
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hoping,  before  the  expiration  of  the  current 
year,  to  make  acqnaintaiice  with  and  intro- 
duce a  seventh  for  the  notice  and  patronage 
of  the  stamp-collecting  world. 

Le  TimbrophUe,      Journal  de    la    Collection 
Timhre-Postale.     Paris:  P.  Mah^. 

This  most  recent  of  postal  serials,  the  first 
number  of  which  appeared  in  November,  is 
the  second  publication  of  the  kind  started  in 
Paris  daring  the  past  year.  The  scope  and 
professed  object  of  it  is  the  same  with  those 
of  its  English  and  foreign  predecessors,  for 
all  of  which  the  world  is  wide  enough,  and 
for  whose  permanent  support  we  trust  there 
is  a  sufficiency  of  postage-stamp  amateur.^. 
Of  the  sportive  and  amusing  preface  we 
give  a  rendering  for  the  benefit  of  country 
cousins : — 

Like  the  principal  characters  in  the  Italian  panto- 
mimes, who  come  forward  to  the  front  of  the  stage 
and  show  by  their  gesticulations  the  parts  they  are 
about  to  play  in  tbe  represented  piece,  we  accost  our 
readers  in  the  following  fashion  : 

We  are  the  youngest  bom  of  the  postage  stamp 
journals :  if  we  did  not  come  sooner  into  the  world, 
we  are  not  to  be  blamed,  for  we  could  not  create  our- 
selves,  and  our  authors  had  not  made  up  their  minds 
to  otur  production.  But,  at  last,  here  we  are  in  the 
good  sim*8  light — pray  do  not  throw  us  back  into  the 
shade.  We  do  not  ask  you  to  forget  our  elder 
brethren,  whom  we  love  as  in  duty  bound,  but 
merely  to  grant  us  a  small  portion  of  tnat  favour  you 
accord  Uiem.  We  are  very  young,  scarcely  a  day  old, 
but  we  shall  quickly  gi*ow  up  if  we  find  you  wish  it. 
Then,  when  we  come  to  maturity,  we  shall  have 
learned  a  great  deal,  and  will  impart  to  you  all  we 
know.  We  shall  go  rummaging  everywhere,  eyes  and 
ears  on  the  alert ;  and  at  the  end  of  this  long  mon'h, 
during  which  we  shall  have  to  hold  our  tongue,  what 
a  host  of  things  we  shall  have  to  tell  you  !  New 
emissions ;  changes  in  fabrication,  colour,  perforation, 
or  water-mark ;  all  that  we  can  ascertain  respecting 
forthcoming  issues  and  essays;  and,  above  all,  we 
shall  put  you  on  your  g^uard  against  counterfeits  and 
^ilsitications.  In  short,  to  make  ourselves  agreeable, 
we  will  become  ubiquitous,  we  will  act  impossibilities, 
and,  like  a  modem  Argus,  nothing  shall  escape  us. 

Then  follows  a  bit  of  shop,  and  the  address 

concludes  with — 

If  now,  dear  readers,  those  of  your  ranks  that 
have  taken  your  degree  in  the  Timbrophilic  science, 
will  coiklescend  to  guide  our  young  footsteps  and 
help  tis  with  your  evdightened  advice,  we  shall  have 
no  more  to  wish  for  than  as  many  subscribers  as  there 
are  collectors. 

We  do  not  know  who  is  responsible  for 
the  new  appellation  bestowed  on  this  youngest 


aspirant,  but  we  give  the  godfather  credit 
for  his  happy  idea.  We  were  never  contented 
with  the  implication  of  madness  cast  upon 
us  by  the  term  timbromaniacs,  and  most 
gladly  accept  the  more  appropriate  and  sig- 
nificant designation  of  Timbrophilists. 

A  HOST  OF  POSTS. 

That  little  word  pott  has  meaninn  a  host, 

And  in  this  respect  is  the  lexicon  s  boast, 

For  there's  no  other  word  that  ever  we  heard 

That  has  been  more  twisted,  and  bother* d,  and  blurred. 

There  are  posts  of  honour  and  posts  of  pride, 
And  a  thousand  posts  in  the  world  beside ; 
Fusts  in  the  streets,  and  posts  to  the  lamps, 
And  some  walking  post'inen — remarkable  scamps ! 

There  are  hank-post  bills  as  current  as  gold. 
And  cheques  post-dated  not  pleasant  to  hold ; 
And  that  wonderful  post  witn  hut  four  letters  to  it, 
That  has  all  other  letters  in  £urope  pass  through  it ! 

You  post  in  the  navy,  promoting  the  brave, 
Tou  post  in  the  army  for  being  a  knave ; 
You  post  the  pony  whenever  you  bet. 
And  you  post  off  to  prison  when  taken  for  debt ! 

Post-ohitB  are  given  for  gold  on  your  life. 

You're  examined  ;K»<^-mortem  if  murdered  in  strife ; 

You  post  by  horses,  or  post  by  train. 

And  the  latter  steam-style  is  styled  posting  amain ! 

If  a  man  any  great  punctuality  boast, 
You  say  of  him  *  he  s  to  be  found  at  his  post  f 
But  if  you're  kept  waiting  you  inwardly  groan, 
And  say  *  What  a  fellow  he  is  to  /wt^-pone.* 

You  post  your  books  of  accounts  by  millions. 
You  call  your  galloping  boys  j9o«^ons ; 
And  you  try  to  save  your  tm  of  a  verity. 
Just  to  leave  to  your  young  pot ^-terity, 

*  From  pillar  to  nost  *  was  a  saying,  you  know, 
But  now  tn  a  pillar  to  post  we  go ; 
And  an  authors  firiends,  to  amuse  or  fume  us, 
Print,  after  his  death,  nis  works  /Mt/humous. 


POSTAL   CHIT-CHAT. 

CoNTiNDRUM. — Why  are  some  of  the  Government  offi- 
cials like  some  of  its  postage  stamps  ?  Because  they  are 
poor  sticks. 

Valuable  Information. — A  letter  was  received  in 

,  directed,  » To  the  biggest  fool  in .'    The 

postmaster  was  absent,  and  on  his  return  one  of  the 
younger  clerks  informed  him  of  the  letter.  *And  what 
became  of  it  ? '  inquired  the  postmaster.    *  Why,*  replied 

the  clerk,  *  I  did  not  know  who  the  biggest  fool  in 

was,  so  I  opened  the  letter  mvself.*  *  And  what  did  you 
find  in  it  ?  *  *  Why,'  responded  the  clerk,  *  nothing  out 
the  words  "Thou  art  the  man."  * 

Establishment  of  tub  Postal  System  in  the 
United  States. — The  postal  system,  projected  in  1692, 
was  not  put  in  operation  until  17 10,  when  the  states  were 
still  a  British  colony.  By  an  act  of  the  English  parlia- 
ment, the  postmaster-ffeneral  was  to  have  his  prmcipal 
office  in  New  York«  and  secondary  offices  in  one  or  more 
convenient  localities  in  the  other  provinces.  In  1753 
Benjamin  Franklin  was  appointed  to  that  dignity,  with 
a  minimiiTn  inoome  of  JC600  a-year  for  himself  and  his 
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necretary.  He  soon  introduced  some  useful  improvements 
duiing  his  admuiistnitiou,  which  considerably  auj^ment(<l 
the  revenues  of  thu  i)ost -office.  In  1760  he  proposed  to 
start  a  mail  coach  for  carrjing  despatches  between  Phila- 
delphia and  Boston,  to  set  off  once  a  week  from  each  of 
tliose  towns.  FrankliUf  having  become  an  object  of  sus- 
picion on  account  of  his  sympathy  for  the  aggrieved  colo- 
nists, was  superseded  in  r774. — Moeits*  IltuHtratiom. 
A  RA.w-Li)OKiNO  COUNTRY  oiRL  was  lately  noticed,  by  a 

E)liceman  on  his  beat,  near  a  certain  post-office  at  the  West 
nd  of  Town,  standing  for  a  considerable  time  near  the 
mouthpiece,  and  staring  about  in  evident  expectation  of 
somebody  or  something.  Every  time  he  returned  that 
way  he  found  her  still  in  the  same  position,  and  at  last 
asked  her  what  she  wanted ;  eliciting  that  her  mistress 
gave  her  a  note  to  take  to  a  friend,  with  orders  to  wait  for 
an  answer.  Reading  not  being  an  acquirement  of  the 
rural  damsel,  she  did  not  know  the  missive  was  addressed 
to  a  party  lodging  in  the  same  house,  so  in  all  innocency 
of  intention  carried  it  to  the  nearest  post-office  I  We  werc 
witness  lately  in  Paris  to  a  specimen  of  almost  enual 
simplicity,  when  an  Englishman  applied  at  the  Post 
Kestante  for  a  letter  addressed  under  tne  name  of '  Smith.' 
The  official  politely  informed  him  he  must  8i)ecifv  the 
direction  somewhat  more  impressively,  that  name  "being 
so  common  as  to  require  some  specific  adjunct.  Unable  to 
affoitl  further  information,  our  countryman  was  obliged 
to  depart  minus  the  anticipated  letter. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

WHY  SHOULD  WE  COLLECT  ESSAYS  ? 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Sir, — I  am  glad  to  sdc  that  the  attention  of  collectors 
is  being  drawn  to  the  collection  of  essays,  and  trust  that 
through  your  columns  an  understanding  may  be  come  to 
on  so  important  a  point.  For  myself,  I  think  that  there 
is  no  sense  in  collecting  essays,  and  will,  with  your  per- 
mission, state  my  reasons  for  this  opinion. 

Essays  in  general  may  be  di\idea  into  two  classes,  the 
genuine  and  the  spurious;  those  which  are  really  sub- 
mitted to  the  inspection  of  the  postal  authorities  with  a 
view  to  their  adoption  as  stamps,  and  those  which  are 
only  made,  like  the  pedlar's  nusors,  *  to  sell.'  The  latter 
cLiss  no  real  collector  would  place  in  his  album  ;  I  pass 
on  therefore  to  the  genuine.  I  will  assume  that  a  collec- 
tor, prior  to  the  decision  of  the  government,  obtains  a 
doxeu  genuine  esaavs  for  a  new  series  of  stamps,  at  a  total 
cost  of  (say)  £3.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  they  will 
all  be  rejected,  for  the  fact  is  that  in  no  one  instance  have 
accepted  designs  been  seen  in  the  stamp-market  previous 
to  their  acceptance.  But  for  the  sake  of  argument  we 
will  presume  that  one  of  the  twelve  essays  is  adopted :  in 
that  case  it  is  no  longer  an  essay,  it  becomes  a  proof  stamp 
and  its  possessor  has  onl  v  that  slight  and  dearly-bought 
advantage  over  the  purcnaser  of  an  ordinary  stamp  of  the 
same  design.  What  then  can  be  said  for  tne  eleven  re- 
jected essays }  They  are  mere  abortion^-rmere  stamped 
bits  of  paper,  but  not  postage  stamps.  The  only  reason- 
able interest  which  attaches  to  them  is  as  specimens  of  the 
arts  of  design  and  engraving  in  the  countries  to  which 
thev  belong.  But  that  Interest  as  appertaining  to  stamp 
collecting  is  quite  a  subordinate  one.  It  is  not  from  that 
that  the  pleasure  of  possessing  an  album  arises.  But  if 
any  one  will  collect  essays  for  that  reason,  then  there  is  no 
valid  argument  against  nis  collecting  spurious  essays  also, 
for  thev,  equally  with  Uie  genuine,  are  specimens  (and 
some  or  them  very  handsome  ones)  of  the  arts  of  design 
and  engraving  as  applied  to  stamps.    The  champion  of 


emays  is  therefore  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma,  for  to  be 
reasonable  he  must  collect  all  or  none. 

If  I  am  right  in  my  idea  (which  is  that  also  of  *  No 
£i»ays')  that  stamps  adopted  by  the  postal  authorities 
cease  to  be  essays,  tnen  such  stamps  as  the  Connell  and 
I2d.  Canada  would  still  merit  admittance  into  an  album 
and  have  a  right  to  possession. 

Mr.  Pemberton  in  his  November  letter  discusses  the 
question  with  considerable  ability,  though  it  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  a  matter  of  such  vital  interest  to  collectors 
should  have  been  made  a  peg  on  which  to  hang  personali- 
ties respecting  a  gentleman  who,  whatever  his  faults,  has 
been  of  ^eater  benefit  to  the  English  stamp- world  than 
any  of  his  detractors.  There  is  however  a  (uscrepancy  in 
his  letter  which  doubtless  many  of  your  readers  have 
noticed.  It  is,  in  brief,  that  whilst  he  refers  to  the  col- 
lection of  the  English  essays  in  proof  of  the  futility  of  at  • 
tempting  to  collect  essaj-s  at  all,  he  approves  of  the  col- 
lection of  those  now  appearing  for  Bel^um — though  both 
English  and  Belgian  are  equally  genmne  according  to  his 
definition  as  each  one  of  the  former  was,  and  of  the  latter 
is  sent  to  the  authorities  with  the  chance  that  that  one 
might  be  the  design  selected.  Will  your  *  talented '  cor- 
respondent kindly  explain  his  reason  for  the  distinction  ? 

I  cannot  close  my  letter  without  expressing  my  sincere 
regret  that  Mr.  Pemberton  should  have  thought  fit  to 
make  the  contemptible  attack  on  your  magazine  which 
appears  in  your  December  number.  It  is  an  evidence  of  hi* 
extreme  want  of  courtesy  that  whilst  retained  on  the  staff 
of  your  magazine,  he  should  in  the  very  number  iu  whi'^h 
an  article  of  his  own  appears  abuse  the  liberality  with 
which  your  columns  are  opened  to  correspondents  by  u»iug 
them  as  the  vehicle  for  a  malicious  onslaught  upon  your- 
self. Your  statement  that  you  would  be  *  Aut  Ctieaar  aut 
nuUus'  was  no  more  than  the  honest  expression  of  a  legi- 
timate desire  akin,  doubtless,  to  that  which  Mr.  Pemberton 
himself  felt  when  editing  his  now-defunct  periodical,  and 
the  slight  error  into  which  you  fell  was  quite  capable  of 
correction  in  a  gentlematUif  manner. 

With  the  expression  of  my  own  entire  satisfaction  with 
the  manner  in  which  your  magazine  is  conducted, 

I  am,  sir.  youre  faithfully, 

Liverpool  TIMBROPHILIST. 

LIVONU  AND  ITS  STAMPS. 
7b  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collbctob's  Haoazixb.' 

Sir, — Having  read  in  your  September  number  that 
strange  explanation  respecting  th»  Livonian  stainpa,  I 
cannot  but  give  a  few  words  in  reply  to  *-  Nova  Scotia.' 

The  *  Wendensche  Kreis '  is  no  ^paxi  of  OermaiiT,  and 
has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  I^satia  (Lausitx).  It  be- 
longs rather  to  Russia,  being  a  *  Kreis'  —small  dis^ct— of 
Livonia,  one  of  her  Baltic  provinces.  Whence  it,  how- 
ever, derives  ita  peculiar  name,  I  cannot  tell,  but  as  near- 
ly the  whole  of  the  population  of  the  Russian  Baltic  pro- 
vinces has  sprung  up  from  German  emigrants  of  aU  parts 
of  Germany,  I  suppose  that  chiefly  descendants  or  the 
old  Vandals  have  settled  in  the  part  of  Livonia  that  now 
bears  the  name  of  *  Wendenscher  Kreis.' 

As  to  the  Livonian  stamps  themselves,  which  you  called 
'dubious'  in  your  July  number,  I  can  give  you  the  fol- 
lowing information. 

Some  eight  or  nine  years  ago  there  happened  to  be  a 
want  of  small  money  tnroughout  the  empire.  In  order 
to  meet  this  occurrence,  the  government  of  the  *  Wtn- 
denschen  Kreis'  decided  to  issue  t^'o  sorU  of  poeitage 
stamps — the  two  oblong  ones,  rose  and  green — of  course 
only  for  local  use.  The  *  Kreis'  postH>ffi)Oe,  however,  wan 
bound  to  take  them  for  payment  of  letters  intended  for 
other  parts  of  Kussia  or  foreign  countries  as  yreVL,  but  in 
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thie  case  the  fixing  of  the  stamp  or  stainp?  to  tho  letter 
WM  prohibited.  About  a  year  ago  a  third  stamp  of  the 
*  Kreis '  made  its  appearance,  but  only  as  a  compiensation 
for  the  oblong  rose  one.  which  has  been  nut  out  of  use 
once  that  time,  llie  Livonian  stamps  snould  not  be 
counted  to  that  lot  of  local  stamps  of  North  America  and 
Hamburg,  but  rather  to  one  and  the  snme  class  with  the 
old  stamps  of  Switzerland  or  those  of  the  principal  towns. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  respectftilly, 
St.  J^terabwff.  TO.lOCR. 

A  PLEA  FOR  ESSAY  COLLECTORS. 
To  tht  Editor  of  the  •  Stamp-Collectoh's  Maoazinb.' 

Deab  Sir, — A  p:reat  deal  has  been  snid  and  written 
lately  for  and  against  the  admission  of  e^ays  and  proofs 
into  a  collection  of  postage  stamps.  I  thinlc  the  natural 
Kberty  of  a  free-bom  subject  may  surely  be  allowed  in 
this  as  in  other  instances,  where  the  exercise  of  private 
opinion  docs  not  clash  with  the  public  interest.  A  man 
has  the  right  of  riding  any  hobby-horse  he  chooses,  pro- 
vided he  l(<>cps  the  animal  from  splashing  mud  on  the 
bystanders.  The  abuse  lavished  on  the  heads  of  cata- 
li^ers,  collectors,  publishers,  vendors,  and  purchasers  of 
essays,  is  equally  unwarrantable  and  unnecessarj'.  '!  he 
minor  collection  of  a  school-bov  or  girl  may  sport  but  the 
commoner  specimens  of  cancelled  stamps ;  tne  possessor 
of  the  requisite  pecuniar)'  means  may  add  the  rarer 
issues.  The  more  refined,  fastidious,  or  wealthy  amateur 
may  not  choose  to  admit  other  than  well-preserved  un- 
used individuals,  though  obliged  to  content  himself  with 
used  specimens  of  obsolete  issues,  which  a  few  collectors 
(mly,  nighly  fovoured  either  by  chance  or  an  unlitnited 
power  of  cash,  are  enabled  to  boast  of  possessing  in  their 
normal  state. 

*  Trahit  ttui  quamqiM  rolaptas.' 

One  of  the  most  valuable  Parisian  collections  contains, 
in  most  ca.-)e8,  specimens  of  the  same  emission  cancelled 
and  uncancelled,  including,  moreover,  even  the  borderings 
of  postage  stamp  sheets  and  other  matters  in  any  way 
appertaining  thereto,  examples  of  the  difterent  sorts  of 
perforations  employed,  and,  in  fact,  anything  illustrative 
of  postal  purposes.  Such  a  universally  comprehensive 
collection  may  well  be  styled  Bstal;  leaving  the  appel- 
lation of  Postage  Stamp  Collection  for  one  exclusively 
confined  to  ascertained  government  issues,  current  or 
obsolete.  Yours  obediently, 

Loudon.  Vindicator. 


THE  BRITISH  GUIANA  NEWSPAPER  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.* 
Sir, — In  vour  last  number  Mr.  Pemberton  accuses  mc 
of  *  la>'ing  down  the  law '  ^-ith  respect  to  these  stamps : 
now  tfiis  1  have  no  wish  to  do,  and  grant  that  we  are  all 
liable  ti>  mistakes,  even  Mr.  Pemberton.  I  can  show  one 
genuine  without  the  signature,  and  now  give  a  further 
description  of  the  said  stamp.  ITie  border  has  ten  balls 
on  each  side  and  seven  at  top  and  bottom,  thirty-four  in 
all;  the  outer  straight  lines  forming  the  bonier  come 
quite  to  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  balls ;  the  T  in  two 
touches  the  outer  line,  the  o  in  the  same  word  is  un- 
doubtedly a  c,  and  the  u  in  ouiana  touches  the  top  line ; 
the  eight  lines  forming  the  border  are  very  uneven, 
especially  all  the  outer  ones.  I  have  noticed  in  many  of 
the  forgeries  that  the  gum  is  fresh  on  the  back,  and  the 
colour  of  the  paper  by  far  too  bright.  On  referring  to  Dr. 
Gray's  catalogue,  the  description  given  is,  *A  square 
frwme  of  black  balls,  enclosing  a  square  formed  of  lines, 
inscribed  British  oul^na,  postage  t^^o  cents,  with  a 
fdum  square  centre,  ou  yellow  paper.* 
I  trust  these  further  remarks  may  be  of  use  in  removing 


the  doubts  that  still  surround  these  curious  stamps.  In 
my  collection  I  have  a  1  kreuxer  stamp  of  Bavaria  of  a 
deep  reddish-lake  colour ;  there  are  a  few  differences  in 
the  design,  and  it  is  postmarked  *  Munich'  in  a  circle. 
In  No.  3  of  the  magaxine  you  mention  a  1  franc  dark 
yenuilion  of  the  French  Republic  postmarked  with  grid- 
iron ;  mine  has  the  later  postmark  of  the  square  dots. 

Believe  me  yours  respectfully, 
London.  0.  il.EUSS. 

SWISS  STAMP  FORGERIES. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazine.' 

Sir,— Two  of  your  correspondents  have  noticed  my 
letter  in  regard  to  the  Swiss  stamp,  in  which  I  inadver- 
tently wrote  Winterthur  for  Nenfchatel.  So  let  that 
pass.  But  Mr.  Pemberton,  one  of  these,  should  be  more 
correct  in  his  writing.  I  never  expressed  such  an  opinion 
as  he  assumes  I  did  as  to  ♦  the  forgery  being  a  eenuine 
stamp.'  I  merely  wished  to  elicit  furtner  from  Moens,  if 
I  could ;  because  a  volume  of  illustrations,  such  as  he  has 
put  forth,  is  sadlv  calculated  to  misl^  if  it  contains  the 
representation  of  any  but  genuine  stamps.  I  also  was 
not  forgetful  of  the  mistake  into  which  Mr,  Pemberton 
fell  as  to  the  double  Geneva  stamp.  Now,  the  opinion  of 
*  Amateur'  confirming  that  of  Mr.  Pemberton,  I  consider 
puts  the  question  entirely  at  rest. 

In  answer  to  the  appeal  as  to  the  British  Guiana  posta^ 
stamps,  pearl  bordered,  I  name  mv  experience  that  they 
have  a  signature  in  the  centre,  and  I  should  much  suspect 
the  genuineness  of  one  that  had  not;  from  the  fact  of  one 
of  mine  being  an  unused  one,  i.nd,  from  the  qiiarter  from 
which  it  came  to  me,  undoubtedly  genuine.  1  have  else- 
where intimated  m  v  opinion  that  these  stamps  were  struck 
from  type  set  up  tor  the  purpose,  with  every  reason  for 
so  thinlang,  which  sufficiently  accounts  for  the  variety  in 
stamps  of  the  same  type.  Yours  obediently, 

I$U  of  Man.  S.  S. 

FIRST  NOTICE  OF  AN  OLD  INDLAN  STAMP. 
To  the  Editor  of  t/u  *  St.\mp-Collector'8  Magazine.' 

Sir,— 1  send  you  a  slight  sketch  of  a  stamp  which  has 
come  into  my  possession,  of  which  I  have  seen  no  descrip- 
tion, nor  has  Mount  Brown.  It  was  used  by  Sir  Bartle 
Freer,  in  Scinde,  before  stamps  were  regularly  current 
throughout  India,  and  came  to  me  from  him.  It  is,  to 
describe  it  according  to  Mount  Brown's  manner :  Inscrip- 
tion [scinde  district  dawk]  on  a  belt  with  buckle ;  m 
centre  a  heart,  with  cross  at  too,  letter  c  in  the  centre,  k 
ANNA  below.  Impressed  with  hand  stamp  on  bluish 
paper.  I  fancy  the  design  in  the  centre  may  have  some- 
thing to  do  with  Sir  Bartle  Freer*8  own  arms.  There  is 
something  that  I  cannot  make  out  in  the  upper  half  of 
the  heart.  I  have  sent  to  get  another  impression  if  pos- 
sible, and  if  so  you  shall  see  it.  Yours,  &c., 

Fitcairlie^  Aucktenmuchty.  J.  N.  P. 

I  We  h«>p*>  to  be  able  to  get  a  eopjr  of  tbU  slaaip  engraved  in  a  ftitoro 
nuinbiT.—  Ed.] 


HERALDRY  OF  MOENS'  ALBUM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Sir,— Seeing  a  notice  in  your  magazine  of  the  heraldry 
of  Moens'  Stamp  Album,  I  venture  to  ask  if  you  or  any 
correspondent  can  furnish  me  with  information  of  the 
proper  blazonry  of  the  bull's  head  and  star  of  Moldavia, 
and  the  eagle  of  Wallachiar  What  are  the  arms  of 
India  r  Are  not  there  any  arms  of  Romagna  and  Ceylon  } 
What  is  the  colour  of  the  wreaths  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  ?  I  am  at  present  adding  the  blazon  of  the  arms ; 
ana  though  I  have  found  out  the  states  to  which  many 
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of  the  quarterings  belong,  I  should  like  the  following 
queries  answered :— What  are  the  arms  of  Germany,  north 
and  south  ?  Oldenbui*^  is  drawn  as  or — a  lion  rampant 
argent.  This  is  impossible ;  what  should  it  be  ?  and  the 
name  ?  What  is  the  inescutcheon  of  Sweden,  and  should 
the  three-armed  cross  be  vert  ?  What  is  the  name  for 
Tuscany  No.  2,  and  for  the  following  coats  in  the  Two 
Sicilies:  Erminois  (gold  ground  with  black  spots),  and 
what  appears  to  be  •r,  three  bends  azure  ?  In  Wurtem- 
burg  ory  three  lions  vassant^  in  pale  sable.  Mecklenburg- 
Strelitz,  I  believe,  oears  the  same  quarterings  as  Meck- 
lenbuiY-Schwerin,  but  differently  marshall^ ;  what  is 
the  order }    Does  Hanorer  still  bear  the  arms  of  England  ? 

I  am,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 
Ott^bounte,  Winchester,  X.  T. 

UNUSED  VAUD  AND  GENEVA  STAMPS. 
Jb  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

SiH, — In  your  December  number,  your  correspondent 
'  Amateur'  inquires  whether  any  one  knows  of  an  unused 
specimen  of  *  the  double  10  cent  cantonal  Geneva } '  In 
reply,  I  beg  to  state  that  I  have  one  in  mv  collection, 
wnich  I  have  just  shown  to  a  lady  (as  being  a  better  judge 
of  shades  of  colour  than  a  gentleman  is  likely  to  be),  by 
whom  it  is  pronounced  to  be  a  yellow-green.  But  irre- 
spective of  its  colour — which  I  believe  to  be  a  very 
unsatisfactory  test — I  have  no  doubt  of  its  genuineness, 
because  it  was  sent  to  me  by  a  gentleman  who  has  long 
officially  renresented  British  interests  in  Switzerlant^ 
together  witn  some  other  rare  specimens  of  Swiss  stamps. 

I  see  your  correspondent  also  asks  whether  any  one 
possesses  a  4  cent  of  Vaud,  *  unused  and  authentic'  I 
possess  one  of  these  also  unused^  which  I  believe  to  be 
genuine^  as  it  came  to  me  firom  the  same  gentleman, 
rerhaps  *  Amateur'  will  explain  how  a  stamp  can  be 
*  authentic'  I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

fFarwiekshire.  ANOTHER  AMATEUR. 

ANOTHER  AMERICAN  LOCAL. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  MAOAZ»rE.' 
Dear  Sir, — Allow  me  to  bring  to  your  notice  a  new 
American  local,  which  I  lately  received  from  New  York. 
It  is  a  square  stomp,  of  unusually  large  dimensions.  The 
words  POMEROY  &  co.'s  EXPRESS  are  in  a  circular  band 
which  surrounds  a  drawing  of  a  Yankee  locomotive,  with 
steam  on  and  tender  and  carriage  attached.  In  the  four 
comers  are  the  words  new  york,  alrany,  buffalo, 
TORONTO.  The  engraving  is  very  fine,  being  evidently 
from  a  steel-plate.  The  vendor  stated  that  this  stamp 
was  the  first  American  local  ever  istued;  at  the  same 
time  admitting  that  the  specimen  he  supplied  me  witb 
was  a  reprint  from  the  original  block. 

Yours  respectfully, 

L.  J.  P. 


BELGUN  ESSAYS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Dear  Sir,— Since  the  publication  of  the  December 
number  of  your  magazine,  another  set  of  Belgian  essays 
has  made  its  appearance.  They  are  beautifully  executed, 
thus  almost  defying  any  attempt  at  forgery  There  are 
five  values : — 1  c  emerald -green,  6  c.  grey,  10  c.  yellow, 
20  c  blue,  40  c.  red ;  king's  head  in  an  oval,  rectangiilar. 
They  are  at  present  very  rare ;  I  believe  there  are  only 
two  sets  of  them  in  England.  Hoping  the  above  may  be 
of  use  to  your  readers, 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

Henley-upon-Thames.         JOHN  M.  STOURTON. 


ANSWERS   TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  W.  B.,  Islington.— The  earlier  catalogues  of  stamps 
in  whose  wake  Messrs.  Bellars  and  Davie  followed,  rea- 
soning from  analogy,  concluded  there  must  be  a  Inown 
\  oz.  1  real  Pacific  Steam  stamp,  as  well  as  the  red  and 
blue ;  but  not  even  a  forged  copy,  as  far  as  our  ezperience 
goes,  has  ever  appeared.  Your  series  of  nine  is  conse- 
quently complete.  We  should  class  them  with  the  local 
stamps. — We  never  understood  why  Messrs.  Bellmrs  and 
Davie  distinguished  a  series  of  Spanish  stamps  for  1858, 
same  head  as  those  of  the  preceding  three  years.  No 
other  catalogue,  English  or  continents,  makes  mention  of 
such  a  set  of  impressions. 

Anti-forgery,  Harrow. — This  correspondent  cono^lains 
that  on  writing  to  a  firm  in  Preston  for  a  two-shiUiog 
naeket  of  stamps,  he  received  foroed  specimens  of  BraziL 
Liberia,  Buenos  Ay  res,  Finland,  Nanles,  Mexico,  and 
among  the  vcritables,  Spain.  He  thinVs  the  latter  alone 
worth  the  price  paid,  but  that  the  falsities  might  have 
been  with  greater  propriety  omitted  altogether.  We 
agree  with  him,  as  a  t>T0  might  be  unable  to  distinguish 
between  the  false  ana  the  genuine,  and  receiving  them 
from  a  respectable  firm  place  them  in  his  book  under  a 
wronff  impression  of  their  value.  These  interlopers  are 
now  dignified  by  their  vendors  with  the  more  respectable 
title  of  fac-simues. 

E.  S.  A. — You  will  find  a  description  of  the  Philippine 
Island  stamp  in  the  fifth  edition  of  Mount  Brown's  cata- 
logue. The  series  in  present  use,  not  there  noticed,  are 
the  3  l-8th  cents  black  on  bufi";  6  *2-8th's  c.  given  on 
pink :  12  4-8th'8  c.  blue  on  yellow ;  and  25  c.  red  an  pink. 
The  device  is  similar  to  that  of  the  existing  Spanish. 

K.  E.,  Medical  Hall,  Maidstone. — Your  stamp  is  a  very 
good  imitation  of  the  6  rappen  for  the  Canton  of  Zurich. 
Such  specimens  may  be  admissible  in  albums  on  the  same 
principle  that  amateurs  are  obliged  to  content  themselves 
with  a  copy  of  one  of  the  best  masters,  if  unable  to  obtain 
an  original. 

J.  W.  S.  D.,  Reading. — The  one-shilling  stamps  both 
of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  are  now  almoat  un- 
attainable, except  from  the  breaking  up  of  a  ^ood  ooUee* 
tion. — We  cannot  recal  the  appellative  adjectives  we 
bestowed  on  the  gentleman  in  qu^tion.  Notwithstanding 
your  objeotiom  we  think  the  first  really  applicable. 

W.  0.  G.,  Harrow  Park.— The  i  tomese  blue  of  Naplca, 
Savoy  cross,  is  quoted  in  every  manual  of  the  slightest 
importance.  It  is  seldom,  if  ever,  advertised  for  sale, 
except  in  fao-simile,  on  account  of  its  exceeding  rarity. — 
The  Segna  Tassa  stamp  of  Italy  does  duty  in  the  same 
way  as  the  French  ehijfre  taxe,  xix..,  for  unpaid  letters. — 
The  Greek  essays  beanng  the  medallion  of  King  George 
semi-eclipsing  the  Parthenon,  were  fuUy  described,  and 
one  of  them  fibred  in  our  magazine  for  June  last. 

J.  T.  T.,  Richmond,  Yorks. — The  stamps  you  enclose 
are  all  genuine.  The  2  r.  chocolate,  with  watermarit  in 
curves,  was  issued  in  1855.  The  remaining  two  stamps 
are  of  the  1857  issue. 

Query. — You  were  incorrectly  answered  in  the  maga- 
zine for  December.  In  1853  we  saw  ourselves  a  notice  in 
the  Geneva  Post-office  to  the  efiect  that  the  series  then  in 
course  of  being  succeeded  by  the  present  issue  would  not 
be  allowed  to  pass  current  after  the  November  of  that 

J  rear,  and  coula  be  exchanged  at  the  Post-office  for  the 
ately  published  stamps.  Our  own  superseded  stamps 
have  certainly  never  been  called  in,  as  we  heard  of  the 
allowed  employment  of  a  blue  Mulready  not  lon^  since; 
and  we  received  once  a  letter  from  Paris  with  a  blue  20  c 
of  the  current  issue  and  a  black  one  of  the  republic 
upon  it 
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NOTES  ON  OUR  AFRICAN  COLONIAL 
STAMPS. 

BY    OTEBY    TATLOR. 

Oint  AiricRD  colonien  bein^  in  poiital  com- 
monicatioD  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  have 
foand  it  necessary  to  '  go  in  '  for  postage 
stamps  of  their  own,  and  can  now  show  a 
creditable  group.  ManritiuH,  as  haviuft  been 
the  largest  contributor  to 
it,  IB  entitled  to  the  first 

[mention.  The  number  of 
varieties  which  have  ema- 
nnled  irom  that  island 
within  the  last  aeven  years 
amounts  to  more  than 
thirty.  A  commeneenienf 
was  made  with  a  series  of 
three,  bearing  exactly  the 
'  same  device  as  the  old  Trinidad  and  the  Bnr- 
bodoes  Btampe — a  device  probably  suggested 
to  the  originator's  fertile  brain  by  the  sight  of 
the  '  tail '  of  one  of  the  old  halfpenny  pieces. 
The  value  was  afterwards  handstamped  on 
two  of  the  three  primitive  iudividaala  in  a 
manner  that  rather  enhanced  their  appear- 
ance than  otherwise.  Bat  the  post-office 
being  at  length  '  sold  oat '  of  them  before  the 
arrival  of  a  new  series  from  England,  native 
genios  was  called  into  operation,  and  the 
result  was  a  series  of  aneiceptionally  hazy 
■lampe,  bearing  a  caricature  of  the  Queen — 
the  production  of  wood-blocks  with  the 
Britannia  design  on  them  being,  we  pre- 
sume, above  the  engraver's  ambition.  The 
inscription  on  them  is  somewhat  curiously 
worded,  being  pobtaok  twopence  at  the  top 
and  bottom,  and  postpaid,  Mauritius  at  the 
Hides.  One  would  have  thought  that  either 
the  word  postage  or  postpaid  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  indicate  the  purpose  for 
which  the  stamps  were  to  be  used.  As  is 
usually  the  case  with  wood-blocks,  there  are 
nnaieroua  varieties ;  the  principal  differences 
being  in  the  position  of  the  lines  forming  the 
gronndwork,  but  only  two  values  (pennyand 
twopenny),  and  two  colours  (red  and  blue). 
The  last  series  of  the  '  natives '  bore  a  dif- 
ferent pattern,  and  was  much  clearer  than  its 
predecessors;  there  was  a  Greek  border  at 
the  sides,  and  the  inscription  was  reduced  to 
tiie  name  of  the  island  and  the  value.     That 


series  remained  in  use  for  local  postage  after 
the  arrival  from  England  of  a  new  sixpenny 
blue  and  shilling  red,  bearing  the  full-lengtb 
portrait  of  the  respectable  person  with 
a  helmet  on,  but  was  ousted  by  the 
new  and  delicate  series  which  commenced  its 
career  iu  1861  with  four  stamps — the  penny, 
twopenny,  fuurpenny,  and  ninepenny.  The 
colonrs  of  the  old-fashioned  sixpenny  and 
shilling  were  changed  in  the  following  year 
to  purple  and  green  respectively,  and  in  18t>3 
they  too  were  superseded  by  the  new  issue. 
The  design  of  the  latter  is  graceful,  and  we 
think  we  may  safely  say  unique.  The  ^pe 
of  the  inscript'on  is  peculiar,  and  plain 
though  small.  Tlie  latest  emissions  of  adhe- 
sives  are  the  five-Khilling  mauve  and  the 
threepenny  SL'arlet,  both  of  wh'ch  have  been 
out  a  cuusideruMe  time.  Maurit'ua,  however, 
possesses  eavelopen ;  in  fuel,  it  is  the  only 
African  stump  country  which  does  possess 
tbeui ;  but  tliey  are  quite  handsome  enough 
to  represent  the  whole  continent,  and  scarcely 
yield  the  palm  of  beauty  to  the  Cingalese. 
Our  readers,  however,  can  judge  for  them- 
selves of  the  appearance  of  the  ninepenny 
envelope  from  the  engraving  of  it  at  the 
head  of  this  article  ;  and  we  need  only  say 
that  the  sixpenny  and  shilling,  though  of 
commoner  «hape,  aro  not  less  beautiful. 

I_  The  stamps  of  the  Cape 
I  of  Good  Hope  have  always 
'1  been  better  known  in  £ng- 
A  land  than  those  of  Mauritius, 
a  which  island  it  far  exceeds  in 
U  importance.  There  hsve  also 
d  been  but  few  changes  in  the 
"  stamps  and  no  increase  in 
their  number  (four),  although  the  Slfind- 
ard  Cat'ilogue  mentions  a  twopenny  blue, 
which,  K'Aw  a  specimen  is  discovered,  will 
be  the  fifth.  The  triaufiular  shape  of  these 
stamps  has  always  made  them  popular,  as 
only  one  other — the  threepenny  Newfound- 
land— shares  the  peculiarity  with  them  ;  but 
one  of  the  set  has  been  rendered  obsolete  by 
the  emission  of  a  rectangular  shilling  stamp 
(green),  of  which  a  representation  is  ap- 
pended. The  new  acquaintance  is  but  a 
poor  successor  to  the  old  friend.  Hope  in 
the  old  stamps  is  certainly  seated  on  an 
anchor,  but  she  seems  to  have  made  herself 
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comfortable,  and  is  perhaps  hoping  for  a 
better  seat  some  day  ;  but  in  the  new  stamp 
the  poor  lady  appears  decidedly  alarmed  for 
her  safety,  as  she  slides  down  the  anchor 
(who  could  have  been  so  unoonrteous  as  to 
raise  it?),  holding  on  to  the  'mutton*  with 
one  arm,  and  trying  desperately  to  retain  her 
equilibrium  with  the  other — a  very  unsafe 
Hope  indeed.  We  suppose  heraldic  etiquette 
compels  her  to  be  perpetually  seated  on  a 
hard  piece  of  iron  ;  were  it  otherwise,  we 
might  ask,  why  did  not  the  designer  assist 
her  to  rise  in  the  new  stamp,  where  she  has 
sufficient  space  to  stand  up.  We  are  rather 
donbtfnl  of  the  meaning  of  the  darker  shade 
into  which  half  the  view  is  thrown  ;  if  it  be, 
as  has  been  suggested,  the  Cape  mountain, 
we  have  good  reason  to  sympathise  with 
Hope,  for  she  must  be  sliding  down,  along 
with  the  anchor  and  the  sheep.  We  pre- 
sume the  good  lady  will  repeat  her  evolu- 
tions on  the  other  stamps  of  the  set,  when  the 
.present  stock  of  triangulars  is  exhausted. 

The  wood-blocks  of  the  Cape  are  really 
well  done,  and  are  admirable  copies  of  their 
types.  Two  values  only,  the  penny  and 
fourpenny,  were  made,  but  it  has  been  gene- 
rally supposed  that  each  of  these  values  was 
printed  in  two  colours,  rose  and  blue.  How- 
over,  a  correspondent  in  a  recent  number  of 
this  magazine  has  started  the  theory  that  the 
so-called  blue  penny  Cape  is  really  nothing 
but  a  red  with  a  bluish  tinge,  produced  by 
the  gum  *  acting  upon  or  with  the  size  of  the 
paper  or  the  oil  of  the  ink.*  Without  enter- 
iiijr  upon  the  discussion  of  this  theory,  we 
will  (mly  remark  that  the  existence  of  the 
fouif>enny  in  two  colours  creates  a  presump- 
tion in  favour  of  the  existence  of  the  penny 
in  tlie  same.* 

It  now  only  remains  for  us  to  mention  the 
doubtful  fourpenny  black,  with  the  belief  in 
whose  genuineness  we  are  impressed.  The 
colour  does  not  appear  to  be  the  effect  of  any 
innocent  chemical  experiments,  being  of  a 

♦  [The  writer  of  the  above  Liboun  under  an  erroneoua  im- 
prefldon.  The  blue  block  penny  of  the  Cape  has  never  been 
called  in  (question  as  un^enuine.  It  is  one  of  the  rarest  of 
our  colonials,  very  few  impressions  being  knov-n  to  exist. 
It  was  the  tribe  of  individuals  printed,  or  supposed  to  be 
printed,  on  bluish  paper,  such  as  our  own  red  pennv,  that 
of  the  Cape,  and  others,  which  a  late  correspondent  pro- 
iwsed  to  eliminate  ftx^m  postage-stamp  collections.— Ed  ] 


uniform  de})tli  and  without  any  suspieioos 
blue  tinge. 

Natal,  the  youngest  Anglo- African  colony, 
and  little  known  in  this  country  until  its 
name  was  coupled  with  that  of  -a  celebrated 
bishop,  hailed  the  arrival  of  the  first  mail 
steamer  on  its  shores  in  1853,  and  in  1857 
commenced  issuing  stamps.  In  England, 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  tedious  riding  to 
and  fro  with  post-bags  fijr  some  centuries, 
before  Stephenson  started  his  locomotive;  and 
even  then  there  was  some  delay  before  it« 
aid  was  accepted  by  the  postal  authorities 
and  more  before  stamps  could  be  actually 
introduced  to  assist  still  further  the  speedy 
delivery  of  letters ;  but  our  new  colonies 
reap  the  benefit  of  the  reforms  adopted  here, 
and  start  with  a  capital  of  institutions,  laws, 
and  good  sense,  which  'have  been  eight  cen- 
turies in  accumulating. 

Much  is  left  to  the  imagination  in  the 
first  issue  of  Natal.  The  design  is  em- 
bossed on  coloured  paper :  there  is  nothing 
to  distinguish  it  from  its  surroundings,  ex- 
cept its  being  in  rehef,  and,  in  the  used  speci- 
mens, it  is  never  seen  distinctly.  There  were  of 
thisissuefi  ve  stamps,  in  four  of  which  a  crown, 
the  word  natal,  and  the  letters  v.b.  formed 
the  principal  part  of  the  pattern ;  and  these 
four  are  of  a  large  size,  tboagh,  unfortunately, 
seldom  met  with  perfect.  The  fifth  is  much 
smaller,  and  is  not  impressed  with  the  letters 
T.R. ;  it  was  used  to  prepay  the  postage  of 
newspapers.  These  '  native  Natal '  were 
superseded  by  the  well-known  present  series, 
which  is,  however,  printed  in  brighter  colours 
now  than  when  first  issued.  Thevare  of  the 
sjiine  class  with  the  impressions  of  Queens- 
land, Grenada,  and  the  fourpenny  and  six- 
penny Bahamas,  and,  we  shcMild  say,  by  the 
same  artist,  as  the  expression  of  the  fiioe  in 
each  of  those  stamps  is  much  the  same  as 
in  that  of  Natal.  In  all  there  is  the  same 
large  crown,  and  the  same  delicate  filagree 
back-ground. 

There  are  few  more  admired  stamps  than 
the  St.  Helena,  although  their  beauty  i« 
somewhat  marred  by  the  introduction  of  the 
provisional  value.  Their  bright  colours  and 
elegant  designs  make  them  welcome  in  eveiy 
album.  The  medallion  portrait  of  the  Queen 
is  remarkable  for  its  beauty,  and  the  stamps 
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themselves  are  not  without  some  of  the  sig- 
uificnnce  which  attaches  to  things  connected 
with  places  of  historical  interest.  The  words 
'  St.  Helena  *  call  back  a  great  many  events 
into  the  mind ;  perhaps  they  may  recall  the 
picture  of  a  great  man  fretting  out  the 
residue  of  his  life  under  the  petty  tortures 
and  insults  of  an  unprincipled  governor ; 
and  awake  the  conviction  that,  great  as  were 
Napoleon's  faults,  England  would  have  acted 
more  worthily  had  she  made  his  captivity 
less  irksome.  It  is  gratifying  to  think  that 
in  the  present  day,  with  the  means  of  com- 
roonication  with  home  so  much  increased, 
no  repetition  of  the  treatment  to  which  the 
imprisoned  genei'al  was  subject  is  possible. 

It  seems  a  great  pity  that  our  Western 
Australian  colonies  should  be  irritated  upon 
the  transportation  subject,  whilst  there  is 
such  an  eligible  country  as  Sierra  Leone  for 
the  settlement  of  gentlemen  addicted  to 
garottin^  and  other  murderous  assaults. 
Certes,  if  the  country  is  destined  to  be  '  the 
white  man's  grave,'  do  not  let  us  make  up 
our  quota  of  death-doomed  inlabitants  from 
amongst  honest  men,  but  rather  let  a  few  of 
our  knaves  and  scoundrels  be  shipped  off.  As 
for  the  single  stamp  in  use  there,  we  can 
only  say  that  it  is  well  engraved,  and  neat — 
the  work,  doubtless,  as  are  most  if  not  all 
the  other  Anglo- African  stamps,  of  English 
firms.  We  believe  it  is  used  only  for  postage 
to  England.  With  it  the  list  of  our  African 
colonial  stamps  is  closed. 

MANTUA  TO  MODENA. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

Mantua,  the  birthplace  of  Virgil,  the  strongest 
of  the  quadrilaterals,  the  abode  of  the  exiled 
Romeo,  and,  to  complete  the  bathos,  the  alias 
of  dress  makers, — in  peculiarity  of  site,  histo- 
rical association,  grandeur  of  its  edifices,  and 
general  picturesqueness  of  appearance,  stands 
conspicuous  among  the  fine  old  cities  of  Italy. 

The  neighbourhood  is  still  Virgil's,  the 
streets  are  still  Romeo's,  but  both  would  be 
equally  surprised  at  being  whirled  from 
Verona  by  railroad,  the  three  miles  of  omni- 
bus ride  to  the  city  gates,  and  the  boarding 
hy  Austrian  officials  at  the  curious  Bridge  of 
the  Mill. 

The  ground  plan  of  Mantua  reminds  one  of 


a  star-fish ;  the  long  suburban  streets  all  cul- 
minating in  the  mass  of  old  buildings  formed 
by  the  vast  pile  of  the  ducal  palace,  and  the 
market-place,  with  a  few  adjoining  buildings. 
In  this,  as  in  the  other  second  and  third-rate 
Italian  cities,  the  covered  ways  are  a  principal 
feat ure  in  the  general  coup  ami.  The  Man- 
tnan  arcades  are  noticeable  from  their  Doric 
and  Corinthian  columns,  while  the  lofty 
towers  of  La  Gabbia  and  Lo  Zuccaro,  and 
the  Palace  of  the  Devil,  stamp  the  scene  with 
characteristics  of  their  own. 

It  was  market-day  when  we  reached  this 
interesting  city,  and  the  stalls  were  literally 
loaded  with  melons,  grapes,  pears,  and 
peaches,  at  almost  nominal  prices.  Four  of 
the  latter,  finely  flavoured  and  perfectly  ripe, 
were  purchaseable  for  the  value  of  an  English 
penny.  From  the  luxuriant  orops  of  beard 
and  moustache  one  sees  in  Italy,  the  number 
of  barbers'  shops  would  seem  surprising ;  all 
distinc^ishable  from  afar,  like  the  surgeons' 
and  chemists'  houses  here,  by  the  glittering 
brass  basin.  By  the  way,  we  remember  when 
it  would  have  been  deemed  very  ivfra  duf..  for 
an  M.D.  to  advertise  in  the  now  aJmost  uni- 
versal red  or  green-light  method. 

The  barber  appears  chiefly  in  requisition 
to  get  rid  of  the  growth  of  whiskers,  which 
the  Italians,  when  they  happen  to  have  them, 
almost  invariably  try  to  exterminate.  Home 
shaving  is  unusuaJ,  and  would  be  difficult,  as 
far  as  our  experience  of  the  four  or  five-and- 
twenty  Italian  cities  we  have  visited  goep. 
Just  as  all  the  sleeping  apartments  in  France 
are  invariably  furnished  with  a^s[)lendid- 
looking  ormolu  time-piece,  which  is  almost  as 
invariably  useless,  so  every  chamber  in  Italy 
is  adorned  by  a  very  handsomely- framed  large 
looking-glass,  but,  from  some  vagary,  studi- 
ously placed  in  a  part  of  the  room  the  most 
inconvenient  to  dress  oneself  in.  Sometimes 
we  found  it  in  the  darkest  corner,  sometimes 
over  a  broad  table  or  sofii,  often  so  high  as  to 
be  beyond  the  reach  of  any  but  a  six-footer, 
and  once  where  the  reflection  was  particularly 
mal-a-propps. 

Some  of  the  barbers  combine  their  trade 
with  that  of  tobacconist,  newsman,  and 
vendor  of  postage  and  receipt  or  bill  stamps. 
The  latter  are  similar  in  impression  to  those 
used  in  Austria ;  even  the  value  is  the  same. 
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ranging  from  a  half  kreozer  and  upwards,  and 
not  in  soldi  like  the  postage  stamps.  But 
they  are  easily  distinguishable  from  those 
current  in  the  dominant  country  (which  are 
of  different  hues),  by  being  printed  uniformly 
in  rose  colour  for  all  denominations.  A 
series  of  the  commercial  stamps  of  all  nations 
would  form  an  interesting  appendix  to  a 
complete  stamp  collection. 

A  stranger  would  fiud  his  way  with  diffi- 
culty through  the  long,  straggling  streets  of 
Mantua,  were  not  the  city  marked  out  in 
districts,  parochial  or  otherwise,  which  being 
appended  to  the  name  of  every  street,  renders 
what  quarter  one  is  in  easily  recognisable. 
These  are  mostly  taken  from  the  names  of 
animals,  as  the  griffin,  can)#l,  eagle,  unicorn, 
ox,  stag,  Sdc.  ;  and  may  be  the  armorial 
bearings  of  the  noble  families  formerly  lord- 
ing it  in  each  district.  We  noticed  also  the 
^ black  mountain'  and  *  ship '  quarters. 

We  devoted  an  afternoon  to  the  walk  to 
and  from  and  the  inspection  of  the  celebrated 
frescos  in  the  handsome  palace  of  the  T. 
The  chamber  of  the  Titans  of  itself  would 
repay  for  the  visit  and  trifling  fee  required. 
There  is  nothing  particularly  remarkable  in 
any  of  the  churches.  We  attended  divine 
service,  and  heard  a  fine  musical  mass  in  the 
church  of  San  Maurizio.  In  the  chapel  of 
Santa  Barbara  is  a  picture  of  the  martyrdom 
of  that  saint,  which  makes  one  shudder  at 
the  idea  of  such  detestable  atrocities  ever 
having  been  committed  or  even  imagined ; 
almost  justifying  the  doctrine  of  Manicheism 
among  the  early  Christians. 

VirgiVs  poplars  are  still  a  distinguishing 
feature  in  the  Mantuan  landscape  ;  and 
though  his  statue  is  deposed  from  its  throne 
to  make  way  for  that  of  the  Virgin,  VirgiUs 
Square,  Virgil's  coffee-house,  his  caserne,  and 
his  ampitheatre  keep  fresh  the  memory  of  the 
prince  of  Latin  poets  in  his  natal  place. 

A  great  deal  of  bosh  has  been  written  con- 
cerning the  incivility  of  Austrian  officials. 
We  fancy,  as  other  human  beings,  they  meet 
civility  with  the  like,  and  vice  versa.  We 
always  found  them  ourselves  particularly 
polite.  The  post-secretary  at  Mantua  was 
kind  enough  to  ransack  his  drawers  for  some 
extinct  stamps  which  we  wanted ;  and  the 
principal  of  the  police,  on  our  declining  to 


fill  up  the  space  leA)  for  our  age  in  the  official 
paper,  presented  us  for  signature  before  re- 
ceiving permission  either  to  stay  in  or  leave 
Mantua,  and  intimating  to  him  that  he  might 
put  any  age  he  Uked,  very  obligingly— and 
would  that  he  had  the  power  as  well  as  the 
will ! — lopped  off  seventeen  years  of  our  life. 
There  being  no  communication  by  rail  as 
yet  from  Mantua  to  the  duchies,  we  started 
for  Reggio  by  diligence.  Near  one  of  the 
gates  is  a  votive  tablet  to  the  Virgin,  with  a 
pious  admonitory  inscription,  that  may  be 

i-endered, 

*  Should  danger  appal 

Thy  breast  on  the  road ; 
Then,  traveller,  call 
In  faith,  and  leave  aU 
To  the  Mother  of  God  * 

The  territory  passed  through  is  fertile,  but 
of  no  particular  beauty.  The  vast  numbers 
of  poplars,  looking  at  a  distance  like  steeples, 
are  a  striking  feature  in  the  landscape.  They 
grow  to  a  much  finer  point  than  those  we  are 
accustomed  to  see  in  England.  Half  an  hour 
in  the  capital  of  the  small  duchy  of  Guastalla 
was  quite  sufficient  for  a  sight  of  the  statue 
of  Gonzaga  I.,  almost  the  only  lion  in  the 
place. 

The  churches  of  Reggio  are  replete  witii 
paintings,  bronzes,  statues,  and  monuments 
well  worthy  inspection.  The  inferior  cities 
of  Italy  still  contain  many  of  the  former  by 
first-rate  masters,  that  have  escaped  the 
ravages  of  the  spoiler.  Some  good  picture 
are  ludicrously  travestied,  by  the  addition  of 
tinsel  crowns  fastened  to  the  heads  of  the 
madonna  and  sainte!  The  colossal  marble 
lions  of  the  old  Basilica  of  San  Prospero,  still 
decorate  the  front  of  the  new,  in  the  same 
way  as  similar  guardians  strikingly  mark  the 
facades  of  the  cathedrals  of  Parma  and  Mo- 
dena.  In  the  Duomo  is  a  unique  monument 
to  the  memory  of  an  horologic  artist,  patro- 
nized by  Charles  V.  It  represente  an  enor- 
mous hour-glass,  on  whose  top  stands  a  small 
statue  of  the  defunct.  The  clocks  of  Italy 
seem  full  of  vagaries.  Those  of  Venetia  strike 
every  hour  twice  over,  but  those  of  Modena, 
which  city  we  reached  by  rail  from  Reggio, 
are  scarcely  ever  silent.  Our  hotel  was  close 
to  the  wonderful  old  campanile,  called  La 
Ghirlandina,  and  waking  in  the  dead  of  night, 
we  heard  first  strike  the  hour  of  six,  then 
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•fter  an  interval  four,  then  forty-eight,  fol- 
lowed by  twenty-fonr,  and  concluding  by 
twelve.  What  the  hour  really  was  we  never 
ascertained,  not  being  disposed  for  the  trouble 
of  kindling  a  light;  but  after  trying  the 
clockmaker^s  recipe  in  Janet  Pride^  and  un- 
able to  make  anything  of  it,  we  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  time  to  go  to  sleep 
again. 

On  entering  the  duchies,  we  missed  the 
nice-looking  Austrian  soldiers  and  their  clean 
regimentals.  The  exchange  for  the  dirty- 
looking  scrubs  of  Victor  Emmanuel,  was 
anything  but  &vourable  to  the  latter.  The 
dingy  grey-blue  of  their  unbecoming  uni- 
forms, and  the  under  size  of  most  of  the  men 
produce  this  unprepossessing  effect.  The 
chasseurs  are,  in  truth,  always  cleaner,  but 
they  have  not  sufficient  style  of  appearance 
to  carry  off  well  their  ugly  hats  and  ridicu- 
lous flapping  feathers. 

The  airs  that  Messieurs  les  mUitaires  give 
themselves  on  the  continent  are  very  amusing. 
In  fact,  they  seem  much  pampered.  The 
splendid  palace  of  the  dukes  of  Modena  is 
partly  devoted  to  the  barracks  of  the  troops 
quartered  there,  and  the  richly-carved  and 
gilt  ceilings  form  a  very  inappropriate  canopy 
to  the  beds  of  these  interlope t*8. 

Some  valuable  paintings  enrich  the  picture 
gallery,  though  the  cream  of  the  collection 
was  disposed  of  a  century  ago.  There  is  a 
fine  copy  of  the  Marriage  of  the  Virgin. 
For  once,  the  costume  of  the  bride,  bride- 
groom, and  priest  is  appropriate,  but  the  by- 
standers figure  in  that  of  the  tnoijen  age.  The 
painter  must  have  confused  the  St.  Joseph 
represented  with  him  of  Arimathea,  as  the 
figure  bears  the  Glastonbury  thorn  in  lieu  of 
the  conventional  lily. 

No  tourist  visits  Modena  without  paying 

his  respects  to  the  time-honoured  bucket  so 

well  preserved  in  the  glorious  old  tower  just 

alluded  to.     Surely  never  was  such  a  very 

common  place  article  thus  immortalized  in 

poesy: — 

'  Manfredi,  then,  whose  gallant  pluck  it 
Was  that  gained  Bologna's  bueket, 
With  monks  and  priests  of  every  station, 
Hade  to  the  saint  a  long  oration. 
Then  Ghirlandina's  topmost  storey 
Received  the  trophy  of  his  glon* ; 
Where,  wrapped  in  covering  of  cotton, 
It  still  exists,  though  old  and  rotten. 


*  Aa  three  o'clock  at  night  was  struck,  it 
Toll'd  the  hour  to  raise  the  bucket ; 
Which,  fastened  to  the  stones  for  ever. 
No  mortal  might  shall  dare  to  sever. 
Five  massive  portals  guard  this  treasure, 
At  Modena  still  shown  with  pleasure ; 
And  every  oassing  stranger's  luck  it 
Is  to  view  tnis  famous  bucket/ 

This  is  all  right  as  regards  the  bolts  and  bars, 
but  the  heroine  of  the  poem  is  not,  and,  we 
were  informed,  never  was  on  ihe  top  of  the 
tower,  but  in  a  strong-room  on  the  lower 
storey.  The  labour  of  ascending  the  building, 
however,  is  well  repaid  by  the  lovely  and  ex- 
tensive view  therefrom,  embracing  the  broad 
and  beautiful  plain  from  the  Alps  to  the 
Apennines  ;  and  we  quite  longed  for  the 
occupancy  of  the  apartment  tenanted  by  the 
poor  family  in  charge  of  the  belfry. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  couple  of  centuries,  his 
fellow-townsmen,  with  tardy  respect,  erected 
a  statue  of  Tassoni,  the  author  of  the  effus'on 
of  which  the  quotation  above  is  a  specimen. 
He  is  seated  with  his  back  towards  the  well- 
glorified  bucket  and  tower.  Bradshaw,  with- 
out reason,  likens  Modena  to  a  German  town. 
We  saw  nothing  to  distinguish  it  from  the 
other  Italian  cities.  The  same  arched  pas- 
sages and  curtained  shops,  identify  it  with 
Mantua,  Reggio,  &c. 

Timbromanie,  or  *  tirabrophilie,*  as  the 
latest  Parisian  publication  on  the  subject 
more  appropriately  terms  it,  has  numerous 
votaries  in  Modena.  We  had  half  a  dozen 
at  a  time  in  our  apartment  at  the  San  Marco. 
Wo  coveted  many  specimens  we  saw  in  a 
collection,  particularly  an  unused  3  lire  Tus- 
can and  a  genuine  blue  Trinacrie.  Until  our 
attention  was  called  to  the  fact  there,  we  had 
never  observed  that  there  were  two  distinct 
dies  of  the  hollo  glomali  of  Modena,  one  of 
which  has  the  B.  G.  cen.  9  much  smaller  than 
the  other. 


THE  BUENOS  AYRES   POSTAL 
SERVICE,   1827. 

The  following  description  of  the  working  of 
the  postal  system  in  Buenos  Ay  res,  at  a  time 
when  it  formed  part  of  the  Argentine  Re- 
public, is  taken  from  an  account  of  the 
country,  published  in  London  in  1828,  and 
may  prove  interesting  to  the  reader. 

'The    post-office   is   under    the    superin- 
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tendence  of  a  director,  and  although  capable 
of  very  great  improvement,  displays  some 
regularity  in  its  arrangements.  The  inland 
posts  are  universally  conveyed  on  horseback  ; 
and,  thongh  they  have  to  travel  over  many 
hundred  miles  of  almost  desert  country,  they 
are  generally  exact  in  their  arrival.  The 
postman  rcL'ei  ves  his  letters  in  a  portmanteau ; 
this  is  t!ed  behind  the  saddle  of  his  guide, 
who  is  changed  at  every  post-house,  each 
relay  of  horses  having  its  own  guide ;  the 
postmen  have  the  privilege  of  caUing  for 
horses  at  any  time  in  the  night,  by  which 
means  they  are  enabled  to  make  up  for  the 
t'rae  they  may  have  lost  in  the  day ;  they  are 
like\>i  ;e  at  liberty  to  gallop  in  the  streets  of 
the  different  towns,  a  privilege  denied  to 
others.  They  wear  a  short  jacket,  generally 
reJ,  and  the.r  arrival  ani  departure  from 
Buenos  Ay  res  is  announced  by  the  blowing 
of  a  horn,  carried  by  the  guide.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  different  posts,  a  l!st  of  the  letters 
received  is  made  out,  and  fixed  up  in  the  putio 
of  the  post-office,  each  letter  having  a  immbcr 
affixed  to  it ;  these  letters  are  given  u}»,  witli- 
out  inquiry,  to  any  one  who  tenders  the 
amount  of  the  postage.  On  the  arrival  of  the 
English  packet,  the  letters,  being  too  nume- 
rous to  allow  of  a  list  being  made  out,  are 
given  to  such  persons  as  answer  to  the  names 
called,  upon  their  paying  two  rials  for  e.ich 
letter.  By  this  means  it  frequently  happens, 
that  a  person,  after  having  been  engjigei  for 
two  hours  in  a  hard  scuffle  to  approach  the 
crowded  window  of  the  office,  finds  he  has 
no  letter  to  receive;  some  other  person, 
either  through  inadvertence  or  design,  having 
already  paid  the  two  rials  for  postage,  and 
cirried  his  letter  off.  This  serious  incon- 
venience, the  present  director,  whom  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  being  acquainted  with,  in- 
formed me  had  been  attempted  to  be  remedied 
by  sending  the  letters  to  the  individuals* 
houses,  as  in  England ;  but  the  carelessness 
of  the  servants  who  took  them  in  was  found 
to  be  a  more  serious  evil  than  the  occasional 
loss  of  a  letter  at  the  office ;  it  is,  however, 
to  be  hoped,  that  some  improvement  in  their 
domestic  arrangements  may  assist  the  com- 
pletion of  his  improvements.  The  expense 
of  an  extra  medio  or  rial  to  the  postman, 
would  be  amply  repaid  by  the  saving  of  some 


hours  aid  of  the  struggles  uselessly  thrown 
away  at  the  |Kxst-office  window.' 

The   resemblance  of  the  costume  of  the 
horseman  depicted  on  the  tfavchu  stamps  to 
that  of  the  m(m tiled  postmen  as  above  de- 
scribe 1,  sugge siting,  as  it  does,  the  probabil- 
ity that  one  of  the  latter  was  intended  to  he 
represented,  adds  to  the  argument  in  favour 
of  these  ovenloubted  stamps.     The  objection 
which  has  been  made  against  them,  that  the 
value  of  the  '  ship  *  stamps  is  g^ven  in  ])eaos, 
and  that  stamps  with  the  value   in   reales 
were  not  used  until  1860,  also  loses  much  of 
its  force  when  it  is  known  that  the  postage  of 
letters  before  the  introduction  of  labels  was 
paid  in  reales. 

.  A  CHAT  WITH  JUVENILE 
COLLECTORS. 

There  ai*e  so  many  youxig  collectors  now, 
that  a  word  or  two  of  advice  to  them  on  tbe 
subject  of  their  collections  may  not  be  out 
of  place.  Boys  are  seldom  able  to  purchase 
very  expensive  stamps  ;  they  must,  as  a  rule, 
be  content  with  the  cheaper  >'^rieties.  But 
they  need  not  regret  that  their  limited  supply 
of  pocket-money  precludes  them  from  ob- 
taining great  varieties ;  for  it  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  the  cheapest  stamps  are  the  hand- 
somest The  1  cent  Nova  Scotia,  1  lept. 
Greek,  I  kop.  Russian,  and  several  others 
which  we  might  name,  are  not  exceeded  in 
beauty  by  any  of  their  costlier  contempora- 
ries. 

It  would  be  well  for  a  young  collector,  un- 
less he  can  draw  upon  the  parental  purse  ad 
infiiUtum,  to  discard  the  idea  of  collecting  sets 
of  stamps.  The  better  plan  would  be  to  rest 
content  with  obtaining  the  common  varieties 
of  each  country,  which  are  easily  secured. 
By  this  means  he  would  be  posseased,  at  a 
cost  of  not  more  ^an  five-and-twenty  shil- 
lings, of  about  120  unobliterated  specimens 
of  the  stamps  of  neariy  every  part  of  the 
world,  which,  thus  gathered,  would  afford 
more   instruction   than   a   number   of  sets. 

For  such  a  collection  a  large  book  would 
not  be  necessary.  A  boy  need  not  exhaust  his 
little  store  in  purchasing  one,  but  will  find  » 
small  album,  or  even  a  large  sheet  neatly 
ruled,  sufficient ;  for  stamps  look  much  pret- 
tier when  placed  together  than  when  scat- 
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tered  in  twos  and  threes  over  a  number  of 
pages.    On  a  sheet  their  various  styles  and 
difl'erent  colours  are  perhaps  best  contrasted, 
but  if  kept  in  a  book  great  care  should  be 
used  in  putting  them  in.     We  have  seen 
some  boys'  collections  which  were  really  no 
oedit  to  them,  although  placed  in  handsome 
books.    The  stamps  were  put  in  all  on  one 
side,  in  a  careless  manner,  and  many  a  good* 
looking  specimen  spoiled  by  being  daubed 
with  gam  or  surrounded  by  ingnMBorks. 
Now,  nothing  is  easier  than  to  be  tidy,  and 
there  is  nothing  which  repays  the  care  be- 
stowed on  them  by  a  charming  appearance 
more  than   stamps.     We   should  therefore 
particularly  recommend  neatness  in  arrang- 
ing them.     A  clean  album  is,  moreover,  a 
testimonial  to  the  orderly  'proclivities* — to 
use  the  new  Yankee  expression — of  its  owner. 
Not  unfVequently  collections  are  made  in 
account  books  with  ruled  lines  and  money 
columns,  but  the  stamps  do  not  look  well  in 
such  receptacles.     We  should  advise  intend- 
ing collectors,  therefore,  either  to  obtain  an 
album  or  a  book  with  entirelv  blank  leaves. 

We  have  often  seen  an  otherwise  neat  book 
disfigured  by  a  few  badly  obliterated  and 
perhaps  damaged  stamps,  somewhat  rarer 
than  their  companions.  Now,  we  think  it 
would  be  better  to  do  without  such  specimens 
than  to  spoil  an  album  by  inserting  them 
in  it,  for  its  value  is  not  increased  by  their 
addition  sufficiently  to  compensate  for  their 
dirty  appearance.  It  is  much  better  to  wait 
until  you  can  purchase  a  clean  specimen  of  a 
rarity,  even  though  you  may  have  a  vacant 
place  for  it  in  your  album,  than  to  fill  it  with 
a  broken  one  a  little  sooner. 

If  your  album  does  not  contain  printed 
titles,  and  you  resolve  upon  writing  them  in, 
do  not  spare  pains  to  do  them  well ;  for  if 
it  be  worth  your  while  to  write  them  in  at 
all,  it  16  worth  your  while  to  write  them  in 
well,  and  make  them  an  ornament  to.  your 
hook.  But  the  less  writing  in  a  book  the 
better ;  for  where  there  is  a  quantity,  a  little 
inaccuracy,  a  few  corrections,  an  odd  blot  or 
two  here  and  there,  will  spoil  the  appearance 
of  the  whole. 

And  there  is  ani>ther  thing  which  often 
has  the  same  effect,  and  that  is  a  number  of 
largo  coloured  engravings  of  flags  plastered 


over  a  book.  Stamps  themselves  are  auite 
bright  enough  to  enliven  its  pages,  without 
placing  beside  them  glaring  patches  of  red, 
blue,  green,  and  other  colours. 

It  is  well  if  the  young  collector  possesses 
a  friend  competent  to  advise  him.  upon  the 
genuineness  of  specimens  he  may  wish  to 
purchase.  Too  great  caution  cannot  be  used 
at  the  present  time  iik  buying  stamps,  as 
most  ttJMct  fkc-similes — alias  forgeries — are 
in  circulation,  and  are  offered  at  temptingly 
low  prices. 

In  conclusion,  do  not  be  disheartened  if  you 
cannot  get  all  the  stamps  you  want  at  once. 
Patience  is  necessary  in  collecting  as  well  as 
in  everything  else.  You  must  be  content  to 
►  gather  your  required  stamps  as  opportunity 
offers,  and  meanwhile  '  learn  to  labour  and 
to  wait.* 

TRANSMISSION  OF  LETTERS  IN  THE 
SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY. 

The  mode  in  which  correspondence  was 
carried  on  in  the  seventeenth  century  be- 
tween distant  places  in  England  may  eXcite 
the  scorn  of  the  pi'esent  generation;  yet  it 
was  such  as  might  have  moved  the  admiration 
and  envy  of  the  polished  nations  of  antiquity, 
or  of  the  contemporaries  of  Raleigh  and  Cecil. 
A  rude  and  imperfect  establishment  of  posts 
for  the  conveyance  of  letters  had  been  set  up 
by  Charles  the  First,  and  had  been  swept 
away  by  the  civil  war.  Under  the  Common- 
wealth the  design  was  resumed.  At  the 
Restoration  the  proceeds  of  the  post-office, 
after  all  expenses  had  been  paid,  were  settled 
on  the  Duke  of  York.  On  most  lines  oLroad 
the  mails  went  out  and  came  in  only  on  the 
alternate  days.  In  Cornwall,  in  the  fens  of 
Lincolnshire,  and  among  the  hills  and  lakes 
of  Cumberland,  letters  were  received  only 
once  a  week.  During  a  f  oyal  progress  a  daily 
post  was  despatched  from  the  capital  to  the 
place  where  the  court  sojourned.  There  was 
also  daily  communication  between  Londt>n 
and  the  Downs;  and  the  same  privilege  was 
sometimes  extended  to  Tunbridge  Wells  and 
Bath  at  the  seasons  when  those  places  were 
crowded  by  the  great.  The  bags  were  carried 
on  horseback  day  and  night  at  the  rate  of 
ab<mt  five  miles  an  hour. — Macaulafu  HUtonj 
of  EiyjliUid, 
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NEWLT-ISSUED  OR  mEDITED 
STAMPS. 

Our  first  illuBtration  U  an  extremely  rare 
and  little-known  English   essay,  thongb  it 
has  figured  in  the  collectionB  of  a  few — bnt 
very  few — amatenra.  It  wae  described  in  the 
fiflh    edition    of 
Mount    Brown's 
catalogue  from  a 
specimen  once  in 
onr  own  posses- 
I  sion,  and  which 
I  was  believed   to 
I  be  at  that  time 
I  almost      unique. 
It  will  be  found 
at  page  32,  No. 
18,   and    is    fol- 
lowed  by  a  va- 
riety of  the  same 
stamp  printed  simply  on  paper  without  the 
n«e  of  colour.     The  specimen  above  figured 
has  the  device  in  bold  relief  on  a  celestial 
blue  ground.     If  our  memory  serves  us  cor- 
rectly, we  have  seen  it  also  either  pink  or 
scarlet. 

An   announcement  in  this  country  of  a 
proposed  novelty  to  bo  ushered  into  public 
notice  on  the  Ist  of  April,  would  be  viewed 
with  suspicion  ;    it  is  possible  that  North 
Germany  may  not  be  familiar  with  the  time- 
honoured  custom  ('  More,'  Ac.,  Shakspeare) 
of  fooling.     Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Bruns- 
wick government  has  emitted 
some   essays,    of    which   the 
figure   subjoined  is  a  repre-    i 
sentation,  officially  proclaimed  I 
for  public  issue  on  the  ami-  E 
nous  day  in  question.     These   « 
essays    are    not,    as '  we    are 
credibly    informed     from     a 
trustworthy  source,  the  private  speculation 
of  an   interested    engraver,   but  boni  fide 
ordei'ed  and    approved    by    the    post-office 
authorities.     The  figure  is  taken  from  one 
of  the  first  proofs,  one  of  each  of  which  our 
publishers  have  obtained  possession.      Our 
specimen,  like  the  beautiful  envelopes  of  the 
snme  country,  is  in  bold  relief  on  a  coloured 
gi-ound.     We  are  not  in  a  position  to  pro- 


nouDce  on  the  colours  intended  to  fae  em- 
ployed ;  the  essays  are  white  cameo  on  black, 
buff,  green,  blue,  and  pink. 

Very  similar  in  appearance  to  the  stamp 
just  conunemorated,  is  the  long-expected 
envelope  for  Denmaric,  which  has  just  fallen 
into  onr  bands,  aud  of  which  we  will  give  an 
engraving  next  month.  It  is  the  same  sice 
aud  form  as  the  forthcoming  Brunswick 
stamp.  In  the  centre  is  a  crown,  sword, 
aud  sceptre  in  white  relief  in  an  oval,  encom- 
passed by  a  lacework  pattern,  bearing  kol. 
POST  FHii  above,  aud  4  s.  in  raised  charactov 
in  a  small  transverse  oval  below.  The  sword 
aud  sceptre  break  the  bounds  of  their  own 
field  and  trespass  on  the  outer  border.  Scar- 
let impression.  We  are  informed,  and  give 
our  information  as  we  received  it,  that  this 
will  be  the  only  value  issued. 

We  were  told,  but  the  information  has  not 
been  confirmed,  that  all  four  Danish  adhe> 
sives  are  now  of  the  same  pattern.  A  new 
issue  of  Bavarians  is  expected  in  November. 
A  3  pfennige  black  will  shortly  appear  in 
Prussia,  of  similar  design  to  the  current  1 
and  6  pf.  The  7  sch.  of  Hambnrg,  hitherto 
so  liable  to  be  mistaken  for  the  9  sch.,  from 
their  close  approzimination  of  colour,  will 
henceforth  be  lilac.  A  new  series  of  stamps 
for  King  George  the  First  of  Greece  is 
being  engraved  at  Munich ;  and  the  new 
issue  for  Turkey,  we  are  informed,  comes  out 
next  month. 

We  have  just  received  the  recent  set  of 
Spanish  stamps;  they  are  by  no  means  an 
improvement  over  the  last,  and,  as  usual,  in 
the  series  for  Spain,  the  queen  looka  younger 
and  better  than  before.  (Is  there  a  Spanish 
Madune  Rachel,  with  the  power  of  renewing 
youth  and  beauty  F)  Head  in  ova] ;  espana 
above,  cORaGoa  below ;  arms  at  upper,  and 
value  at  lower  angles.  Denomioations  as 
before :  2  cuartos  rose,  4  c.  blue,  12  c.  pale- 
red  oval  in  blue,  19  c.  same  colour  in  choco 
late  frame,  I  real  pale-greeu,  aud  2  realai 
rose-violet— so  very  rose  as  to  be  scarcely 
distingnisbable  from  the  2  ouartos ;  and  the 
stamps  being  otherwise  precisely  similar, 
with  the  exception  of  the  marked,  valne,  a 
not  very  perceptible  if  in  one  and  B*  in  the 
other,  great  inconvenience  is  likely  to  arise 
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The  ori^nal  of  our  next  eagrmiag  ie  Mnt 
08  u  being  really  the  first  isane  of  the  long 
! :;^^  doubted  and  generally  re- 

)|  jected  Btampe  of  Livonia. 
I  It  is  singular  that  ooatage 
:  stamp  collectors,  who,  like 
I  their  tribe  in  genera),esbibit 
no  lack  of  credulity — wit- 
— '  nesBtbeIcelaiid,Mekk&,aDd 
other  bare&ced  impostora  that  used  to  show 
their  brazen  faces  in  postage  albums, — should 
have  so  long  and  so  pertinaciously  set  their 
&ce8  against  the  nuw-at-last-accepted  Livo- 
nian  aeries.  The  stamp  from  which  our 
figure  is  taken  ie  printed  in  light  blue  on  a 
white  ground. 

Some  indiTiduals  are  goin^  their  ronnds, 
but  we  cannot  voacb  for  their  authenticity, 
parportiBg  to  be  employed  for  franking 
letterB,  carried  by  Langton  &  Co.,  from  San 
Francisco  to  Mexico.  They  may  be  merely 
apeculatires  on  timbrophilic  credulity.  The 
stamp  ia  rectangular  and  perforated.  LANO- 
TOH  i:  CO.  in  a  label  above  ;  raloe — of  which 
Uiere  are  five  denominationa  —  bolow  ;  a 
vessel  sailing  and  steaming  in  a  central 
round,  encircled  by  a  border  bearing  money 
FiCKAOE,  OVER  ALL  OOK  BOUTEs.  This  inscrip- 
tion is  interrupted  by  a  device  on  the  right 
and  left,  and  the  comers  are  filled  in  to  com- 
plete the  interior  rectangle,  which  has  also  a 
fancy  frame.  The  five  values  are  printed  in 
twelve  colours  altogether,  which  looks  rather 
sogpicious. 

A  series  of  essays  for  Honolulu  hare  made 
their  debul  in  Paris ;  but  coming  from 
Yankee-land,  we  are  inclined  to  doubt  their 
cluoBcter. 

Our  next  illus- 

trution  is  from 

a  specimen  said 

to  be  a  reprint 

of  the  tirst  local 

American  ever 

I  used.       Some 

i   time  ago  in  the 

I   p^es    of    our 

I    magazine    ap- 

I    peared  an  ar- 

I    tide  from  Mr. 

Leslie,  an  American  consul,  who  apparently 

WS8  well  up  in  the  voluminous  lore  of  those 


legions  of  stiange-looking  impressions,  and 
be  made  no  mention  of  this  stamp,  quoting 
another  as  the  first  employed  local.  That 
gentleman,  however,  may  possibly  have  fb^ 
gotten  or  never  heard  of  the  specimen  under 
notice ;  and,  in  the  absence  (^  proof  to  the 
contrary,  we  must  accept  our  American  cor^ 
respondent's  assorance  of  the  verity  of  his 
statement. 

It  is  seldom  we  have  to  chronicle  a  change 
in  our  own  stamps,  but  have  oow  to  mention 
that  the  shilling  green  has  the  letters  in  the 
four  comws  considerably  larger  than  before. 

An  American  correspondent  sends  us  a 
description  of  an  nndescribed  local  United 
States,  which  he  describes  as  '  oblong, 
containing  the  words  haceett's  cut  post, 
value  2  cents,  printed  in  six  difierent  colours.' 
We  thought  the  use'  of  all  locals  had  been 
lately  abolished  in  the  Stales.  Whence  and 
what  are  these  then  P  And  where  have  these 
'  beauties  in  the  wood '  been  so  long  sleeping  F 

I  A  representation  of  the 
Wurtomberg '  returned  let- 
ter stamp'  is  added,  that 
purchasers  may  be  on  their 
guard  against  some  vei? 
good  forgeries  of  this  sel- 
dom-met-with  individual, 
now  In  circulation.  Its 
rarity  is  to  be  accounted  for  from  the  &ct 
that  it  can  only  he  procured  from  the  post- 
office  of  its  country  by  special  order,  not 
being  sold  to  the  public  in  general.  We 
were  unable  to  obtain  any  specimens  last 
summer  in  any  of  the  towns  of  Wurtemberg. 

ADDITIONAL  NOTES  ON  THE 
LAUREATED  AUSTRALIAN  STAMPS. 

BI   DB.  J.  E.  GKAT,  r.R.B.,   F.L.S.,   P.Z.B.,  ETC.,  Or 
THB   BBITISH  HUBEDH. 

Mb.  John  M.  Galusnne,  of  Quemaey,  has 
kindly  aent  me  for  examination  a  collection 
of  eleven  penny,  aixteen  twopenny,  eleven 
threepenny,  aeven  sixpenny,  and  one  eight- 
penny  Australian  stamps,  with  the  Queen's 
head  lanreated. 

I  have  learned  three  &cta  from  this  col- 
lection: 

I.  That  the  stamps  which  have  the  disc 
of  the  stamp  with  a  solid  coloured  ground,  as 
penny  c,  twopenny  e,  f,  g,h,i,  j,  k,  and  three- 
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penny  d,  in  my^  former  notes,  are  printed  on 
paper  with  a  large  1,  2,  8,  according  to  the 
value,  as  a  papermark  on  the  middle  of  each 
stamp  ;  and  this  is  also  the  case  with  the 
variety  e,  threepenny,  of  my  paper,  which 
has  the  disc  shaded  with  very  close  erect 
lines.  All  the  other  varieties  of  the  different 
values  thai  have  the  disc  shaded  with  lines, 
seem  to  be  printed  on  plain  paper  without 
any  special  watermark. 

2.  This  collection  contained  a  form  of  the 
sixpenny  stamp  that  was  new  to  me.  In 
the  two  varieties  (a  and  b)  I  described,  the 
shading  of  the  disc  is  marked  with  perpendicu- 
lar lines  crossed  with  thin  transverse,  oblique, 
waved  lines.  In  the  new  variety,  which 
may  be  called  c,  the  shading  is  compouud^d 
of  erect  lines  intersected  with  nearly  erect 
rather  waved  thin  lines,  like  the  shading  of 
variety  c  in  the  twopenny  stamps. 

3.  In  this  collection  there  is  an  eight- 
penny  stamp,  which  I  had  not  seen  before ; 
like  the  penny  stamp.  It  has  three  nearly 
parallel  elongated  leaves  in  the  triangle  at 
each  end  of  the  upper  label ;  the  shading  of 
the  disc  is  like  that  of  the  new  variety,  c,  of 
ihe  sixpenny  stamp. 

REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Katalog  uber  cdle  seit  ]  840  bis  1864  erschiene- 
neti  Briefmarken  welche  ^u  den  beigefUgten 
VerkaufspreisendurchWiLRELU  Oeoro,  in 
Basel,  bezogen  werden  kownen,     A  Cata^ 
logue  of  oil  tlie  Postage  Stamps  issued 
from  1840  to  1864,  procurable  at  reason* 
able  prices,  from  Wilhelm  Geobo,  Basle, 
This  publication  is  one  of  the  crosses  between 
a  postage  stamp  manual  and  priced  cata- 
logue, and  adds  Switzerland  to  the  number 
of  the  countries  boasting  of  a  native  postage 
stamp  catalogue.     It  is  complete  as  far  as  it 
goes,  following  the  semi-geographical,  semi- 
alphabetical  arrangement  which  we  believe 
was  first  employed-  by  Dr.  Grray,  and  which 
on  many  accounts  seems  the  most  convenient. 
There  are  both  omissions  and  redundan- 
cies:  among  the  former  is  noticeable  the 
green  St.  Helena  shilling,  which  is  now  so 
common.     The  latter  exhibits  the  apocry- 
phal tenpenny  of  Van  Diemeu's  Land,  which 
the   continental   collectors   will*  persist    in 
boring  their  correspondents  to  procure,  and 


two  or  three  of  the  private  stamps  of  Smith 
and  Elder,  as  the  threepenny  rose  and  six- 
penny violet,  which  that  firm  never  issaed. 
These  are  actually  priced,  the  former  at  60 
centimes,  the  latter  at  a  franc  !  ^  The  actual 
emissions  are  of  course  also  marked  at  what 
the  compiler  deems  their  saleable  value,  ap- 
parently quite  unaware  that  Messrs.  Smith 
and  Elder,  indignant  at  their  stamps  having 
been  procured  and  retailed  at  high  prices, 
have  strictly  forbidden  the  sale  of  them 
under  any  pretence  to  the  public,  confining 
their  use  to  their  own  business  transactioiis. 

Among  the  countries  of  Africa,  we  ob- 
serve Dutch  Guinea ;  the  rare  10  cent  rose, 
grey,  and  violet,  known  to  us  under  the  alias 
of  Dutch  Guiana,  figuring  therein.  Does 
the  author  labour  under  a  mistake,  or  has  he 
had  opportunities  of  ascertaining  th§  correct 
habitat  of  those  mysterious  individni^  i' 
We  have  repeatedly  asked  for  information 
from  the  numerous  correspondents  of  our 
magazine  on  these  much-sought-for  and 
peculiarly  rare  stamps.  Why  do  not  some 
of  those  who  profess  themselves  undoubted 
authorities  on  postal  matters  condescend  to 
enlighten  the  ignorant  ? 
-  The  usiial  custom  of  continental  cata- 
loguers,— ^that  tantalising  one  of  pricing 
specimens,  whether  they  have  them  or  not, 
at  such  prices  as  they  fancy  they  may  obtain 
for  them  wlien  they  get  them,  is  curiously 
exemplified  in  the  case  of  the  very  rare  and 
almost  unattainable  Y.  R.  of  this  country, 
for  a  used  specimen  of  which  he  asks  4 
francs.  K  he  possess  such  a  stamp  at  all, 
it  must  be  one  of  those  formed  ne&riously 
from  a  common  black  penny,  doctored  in  the 
way  pointed  out  by  a  correspondent  in  a 
former  number  of  oxh  magazine.  We  once 
before  alluded  to  a  Parisian  catalogue  of  the 
same  sort,  from  which  we  quoted  between 
sixty  and  seventy  specimens  of  our  deside- 
rata, not  one  sole  individual  of  which  turned 
out  to  be  actually  in  the  possession  of  the 
advertiser ! 

Among  the  addenda  stands  a  stamp  per- 
fectly new  to  us,  and  concerning  which  we 
court  information.  It  professes  to  be  for 
Java,  and  is  described  as  lithographed. 
Arms  (lion),  black  impression  on  coloured 
paper  ;  2  cents  yellow. 
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Although  the  tribe  of  proofs  and  essays 
are  excluded,  and,  as  is  always  the  case  in 
postage  stamp  manuals,  no  commercial 
stamps  are  mentioned,  the  four  individuals 
bearing  the  Bernese  arms  are  catalogued. 
We  suppose  the  author  ought  to  be  a  com- 
petent judge  whether  they  should  or  should 
not  be  classed  as  postal.  We  have  ourselves 
certainly  seen  them  apparently  post-marked. 

The  little  volume  is  very  neatly  got  up, 
and  well  printed  in  German  type.  At  the 
end  is  a  money- table  with  equivalent  values 
in  French  and  Emrlish  currency,  Saxon  and 
Prossian  prennig^fand  Austrian  and  other 
kreuzer ;  concluded  by  an  alphabetical  index. 
For  the  convenience  of  purchasers  requiring 
any  particular  specimen,  the  stamps  are 
numbered  from  1  to  nearly  1700. 

THE  KNOCK  I  SELDOM  HEAR. 

BY  AN  ALMOST  UNLETTERED  MAX. 

Let  others  write  of  the  ^  rostman's  Kiiock,' 

And  tell  of  his  uiuaicsl  ring, 
'Tis  so  long  since  1  heurd  cither  knocker  or  bell 

That  another  song  I  sing, 
lie  oiten  comes  with  good  news  for  Urown, 

And  a  che<iue  for  Number  Four; 
I  sometimes  wish  he'd  make  a  mistake 

And  leave  the  cheque  at  my  door. 
Mv  neighbour  next  door  had  a  lettlir  to  say 

^at  his  uncle  was  lately  dead. 
And  had  left  him  a  couple  of  thousands  a  year 

Or  a  lordly  cHtate  instead ; 
But  there  never  comes  such  a  letter  to  me, 

For  my  uncles  to  die  are  unwilliogf 
And  when  they  do,  a  solicitor  writes 

To  say  I'm  cut  off  with  a  shilling. 

1  sit  and  watch  every  postman  pass 

And  jov  at  a  runaway  ring, 
In  hone  tliat  heart  hath  relented  at  last 

Ana  has  deigned  a  letter  to  bring; 
He  always  stops  at  my  neighbours  doors 

Each  morning  true  as  the  clock, 
While  I  sit  in  ray  room  and  listen  for  hours 

lu  vain  for  the  postman's  knock. 

But  should  the  postman  perchance  *  rat  tat ' 

At  the  door  of  your  humble  bard. 
Ten  chances  to  one  but  the  letter  contains 

Some  tradesman's  lithographt^  card ; 
Or  else  these  lines,  *  Your  account's  overdue, 

Quick  paj-ment  is  not  your  forte; 
If  not  paid  in  a  week  your  servant  will  seek 

Kedress  in  the  County  Court.' 

To  one  conclusion  I've  come  at  last, 

And  ere  making  m^  final  bow, — 
That  my  conclusion  is  strictly  correct 

My  co-sufferers  will  allow, 
(Excepting  those  whose  consciences  strict 

Opinions  of  right  and  wi-ong  fetter) 
And 'tis  this,  'Though  creditors  laud  the  post, 

*Tis  a  very, bad  thnig  for  the  debtor.' 

Fun. 


POSTAL   CHIT.CHAT. 

The  number  of  Drafbbs'  Circvlars  posted  in 
London  during  the  year  1863,  was  1,690,152. 

Among  the  fattrrns  and  samfles  posted  in  I/>ndoB 
during  one  month  in  1864,  we  find  a  specimen  of  asphalte, 
a  cribbftge  board,  two  tin  cannisters,  an  umbrella  handle, 
a  bit  of  liquorice,  a  pair  of  stays,  a  brick,  and  116  kdies* 
dresses. 

Stamps  in  China. — The  substitute  for  money  throngh- 
out  the  Chinese  empire  in  Marco  Polo's  time,  consisted  of 
bits  of  stamped  jNiper,  made  ft*om  the  inner  bark  of  the 
mulberry  tree. 

In  BIarch,  1859,  the  Sacred  Harmonic  Society, 
in  conjunction  >**ith  the  Cr\*8tal  Palace  Company,  posted 
on  one  day  upwards  of  400,000  circulars,  with  rt>gard  to 
the  then  projected  Handel  Festiwd.  These  circulars  were 
des.Nitched  to  the  post-office  in  two  vans,  which  they 
filled. 

New  Brunswick  (Connell)  5c.  Photoorafh. — 
Ot^ing  to  the  photographic  process  producing  naturally 
the  almost  exact  tint  of  this  stamp,  a  dangtTous  countt^rfeit 
is  afloat;  it  may  be  detected  ny  appljing  cyanuret  of 
potassa  (a  chemical  which  may  be  obtained  at  any  drug- 
gist's) to  the  face  of  the  engraving;  if  photographed  it  wul 
ustantly  remove  the  impression,  leaving  the  paper  white. 

The  College  Stamps. — In  various  parts  of  the  United 
States  colleges  exist,  which  teach  only  commercial 
branches ;  in  these  institutions,  the  better  to  familiarize 
the  young  idea  with  mercantile  pursuits,  an  actual  business 
department  is  invented,  i.e.,  a  mock  bank,  custom-house, 
steamboat  office^  post  office,  &c.,  are  fitted  up  in  the  college. 
The  bank  has  its  bills  and  checks,  the  custom-house  its 
blanks  and  the  post  office  its  postage  stamps,  a  considerable 
number  of  which  are  destroyed  in  the  daily  business 
transactions. — Utamp-Collectot^ s  Record, 

JL  FEW  FACTS  NOT  GENERALLY  KNOWN  TO  TYROS : — 

First  that  the  second  series  of  the  United  States  stamps 
were  issued  in  1851,  not  in  1857,  as  erroneously  printed  m 
standard  guides  and  other  rigidly  correct  and  mfallible 
authorities.  Second  that  the  stamp  N.  Y.  post  office, 
Washington's  profile  to  the  left,  was  issued  in  1846  and  is 
a  government  issue  and  not  a  local  stamp.  Third  that  the 
stamp  M.  C.  Callaway,  described  as  a  local,  is  a  provisional 
issue  of  the  Southern  Confederacy. — Stamp' CoUecto i^ s 
Eerord. 

Post-bag  op  the  Danish  Army.— In  the  redoubts 
on  Dybbol  Hill,  at  the  country  quarters  among  villages 
in  Ab,  and  in  the  muddv  streets  of  Sonderborg,  I  saw 
letter-bags  eagerly  watched  for.  A  crowd  of  broad- 
backed,  tobacco-sniokin^  soldiers  thronged  round  the  post- 
man, besieging  him  with  questions.  *!&  there  one  for 
me  ?'  exclaims  a  dragoon,  wno  cannot  dismount  and  who 
is  fidgeting  round  and  round  behind  the  rest.  Some  tall 
sergeant  of  infantry  gets  near  the  bag,  and  announces 
loudly  whose  letters  have  come.  It  is  like  seeing  a 
lottery  decided.  The  men  appear  so  happy  if  they  receive 
news  and  so  disappointed  snould  the  sergeant's  voice 
answer,  *  None  for  vou  to-day,  Anderson  ! '  or  '  Nothing 
from  home,  Niels,  ttis  time !  *  At  Dybbol  it  was  ^ften  a 
service  of  danger  to  bring  the  packets  to  their  destination. 
But  the  pleasure  to  those  who  received  them  must  have 
been  all  the  greater.    I  walked  up  the  hill  one  momincr 

with  a  fine  young  rx)rpora]  of  the regiment  charged 

with  letters.  *You  see,*  said  he,  *they  are  anxious  to 
have  them  soon,  because  if  they  are  killed  they  >vill  never 
be  able  to  read  thera/  This  reasoning,  though  homely, 
contained  a  world  of  truth.  The  more  imcertain  their  fate 
the  more  did  the  soldiers  desire  news  ftx>m  home,  and  in 
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Bupplying  this  healthy  appetite  the  Feild-post  rendered . 
innnite  service. — Skinners  Tale  of  Danish  Heroinm, 

Dbyicb  on  the  new  Mexican  Stamps. — ^The  fol- 
lowing account  of  the  origin  of  die  device  is  given  by 
Preecot  in  his  Omqutst  of  Mexico : — *  The  Mexicans  came 
from  the  remote  regions  of  the  north*  the  populous  hive 
of  nations  in  the  New  World,  as  it  has  been  in  the  Old. 
They  arrived  on  the  borders  of  Anahuac  towards  the 
beginning  of  the  thirteenUi  century,  some  time  after  the 
occupation  of  the  land  by  the  kindred  races.  For  a  long 
time  they  did  not  establisn  themselves  in  any  permanent 
residence;  but  continued  shifting  thdr  quarters  to  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Mexican  Valley,  enduring  all  the 
casualties  and  hardships  of  a  migratory  life.  After  a  series 
of  wanderings  and  adventures,  which  need  not  shrink  from 
comparison  with  the  most  extravagant  legends  of  the 
heroic  ages  of  antiquity,  they  at  length  halted  on  the 
south-western  borders  oi  the  principal  lake,  in  the  year 
1325.  They  there  beheld,  percned  on  the  stem  of  a  prickly 
pear,  which  shot  out  from  the  crevice  of  a  rock  that  was 
washed  by  the  waves,  a  royal  eagle  of  extraordinary  sixe 
and  beauty,  with  a  serpent  in  ms  talons,  and  his  oroad 
wings  open  to  the  rising  sun.  They  hailed  the  auspicious 
omen,  announced  by  an  oracle  as  indicating  the  site  of 
their  future  city,  and  laid  its  foundations  by  sinking  piles 
into  the  shallows ;  for  the  low  marshes  were  half  buried 
under  water.  On  these  tiiey  erected  their  light  fabrics  of 
reeds  and  rushes ;  and  sought  a  precarious  sul^istence  from 
fishing,  and  from  the  wild  fowl  which  frequented  the 
waters,  as  well  as  from  the  cultivation  of  such  simple 
vegetables  as  thev  could  raise  on  their  floating  gardens. 
The  place  was  called  Tenochtitlan,  in  token  of  its  mira- 
culous orinn,  though  only  known  to  Europeans  by  its  other 
name  of  Mexico,  derived  from  their  war-god,  MexitH. 
The  legend  of  its  foundation  is  still  further  commemorated 
by  the  device  of  the  eagle  and  the  cactus,  which  form  the 
arms  of  the  modem  Mexican  republic' 

Don  Bebnardino  Riyadatia. — This  personage,  whose 
portrait  is  ^ven  on  the  new  Argentine  stamps,  was  ap- 
poiiited  Minister  of  Home  and  Foreign  Affairs  for  the 
Republic  in  1822,  Ambassador  to  the  British  Court  in 
1824,  and  President  in  1827.  The  foUovring  pen-and-ink 
sketch  of  liim  is  ^en  by  a  gentleman  with  whom  he  had 
an  interview.  *  The  silvery  tinkling  of  a  little  bell  in 
the  adjoining  room  arrestee!  my  attention,  when,  lo !  the 
door  opened  with  solemn  slownese^  and  discovered  the 
President  of  the  Argentine  Bepublio,  gravely  advancing, 
and  with  an  air  so  dignified  that  it  was  almost  over- 
powering. The  student,  in  the  Devil  on  Txro  Sticks^ 
could  not  have  been  more  surprised  at  the  breaking  of  the 
phial,  than  I  was  at  what  I  saw.  Every  little  particular 
relating  to  a  great  man  is  generally  interesting  to  the 
public ;  it  maj,  therefore,  not  be  impertinent  to  give  a 
short  description  of  his  Excellency's  person  and  appear- 
ance. Don  Bernardino  Rivadavia  seems  to  be  between 
forty  and  fifty  years  of  age,  about  five  feet  in  height,  and 
much  about  that  measure  in  circumference ;  his  counte- 
nance is  dark,  but  not  unpleasing,  it  denotes  acuteness, 
and,  with  his  features,  appears  to  belong  to  the  ancient 
race  which  formerly  sojourned  at  Jerusalem ;  his  coat  is 
green,  buttoned  d  la  Napoleon  ;  his  small  clothes,  if  such 
they  can  be  called,  are  fastened  at  the  knee  with  silver 
buckles,  and  the  snort  remainder  of  his  person  is  clad  in 
silk  hose,  dress  shoes,  and  silver  buckles ;  his  whole 
appearance  is  not  very  unlike  the  caricature  portraits  of 
Napoleon  :  indeed,  it  is  said,  he  is  very  fond  of  imitating 
that  once  great  personage  in  such  things  as  are  within  his 
reach,  such  as  the  cut  or  colour  of  a. coat,  or  the  inflation 
of  an  address.  His  Excellency  slowly  advanced  toward 
me,  with  his  hands  clenched  oehind  him ;  whether  this, 


too,  was  done  in  imitation  of  the  great  well-known,  or  to 
gain  something  of  a  counterpoise  to  the  weight  and  balk 
which  he  bore  before  him,  or  to  ^ard  his  hand  from  the 
unhallowed  touch  of  familiarity,  it  might  be  equally  diffi- 
cult and  immaterial  to  dt^termine ;  out  his  ExoeUeacy 
slowly  advanced,  and  with  a  formal  patronixiDg  air,  it 
once  made  known  to  me  tiiat  Mr.  Rivadavia  in  London, 
and  Don  Bernardino  Rivadavia,  President  of  t^e  Aigea- 
tine  Republic,  were  not  to  be  considered  as  one  and  the 
same  person.' — Travels  in  Buenos  Ay  res. 

Theft  op  £600  worth  of  Foreign  Stamps.— 
On  the  4th  ultimo,  a  youth  fifteen  years  of  age.  named 
Alexander  Dodd,  was  charged  before  tne  Liverpool  magis- 
trate, Mr.  Raffles,  with  having  stolen  foreign  postage 
stamps  to  the  value  of  about  £*500,  from  the  office  of 
Messrs.  Toung  and  Stockall,  wholesale  dealers  in  stamps, 
No.  34,  South  John  street  Detective  Layoock  said  tbst 
on  the  previous  afternoon  he  apprehended  the  prisoner  in 
West  Derby  Street,  and  told  him  he  would  have  to  take 
him  to  the  police-office  for  having  stolen  a  hurve  quantity 
of  postage  stamps  from  the  office  of  Messrs.  i  oui^  and 
StockalL'  In  reply  the  prisoner  said  he  knew  nothmg  st 
all  about  them.  On  searching  him,  witness  found  in  lui 
pocket  two  books  full  of  stamps  and  a  key.  WitneM 
went  up  to  the  prisoner's  house  in  Boundary-view, 
Boundary-lane,  ana  in  a  box  which  he  opened  by  meam 
of  the  key  which  he  had  taken  from  the  prisoner,  be  found 
two  large  envelopes  full  of  foreign  stamps.  Having  ' 
ascertained  that  the  prisoner  was  employed  at  an  office  in 
Brunswick  Street,  witness  went  there  and  found  another 
book  containing  stamps.  He  also  found  fourteen  buff- 
coloured  envelopes  full  of  foreign  stamps,  which  Mr.  Toung 
identified  as  his  property,  though  he  had  not  missed  them 
before.  The  prisoner  afterwards  acknowledged  having 
stolen  the  stamps  from  Mr.  Young's  oflloe  on  tiie  28tn 
ult  He  also  stated  that  he  had  torn  up  the  book  in  which 
the  stamps  were  when  he  took  them  away,  and  had  thrown 
it  away  behind  the  Botanic  Gardens.  Mr.  Toung,  being 
called  into  the  witness-box,  said  that  he  missed  a  book 
containing  stamps  to  the  value  of  about  £500  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th  ult.  The  last  time  he  saw  the  book 
it  was  lying  on  a  dedc  at  a  short  distance  firom  the  ooimtcr. 
He  had  seen  the  prisoner  in  the  office  on  several  occasions 
selling  used  stamps,  but  he  never  sold  more  than  sixpenny- 
worth  at  a  time.  In  reply  to  the  magistrate,  the  prisoner, 
who  cried  bitterly  while  the  examination  was  going  <m, 
said  that  he  was  guilty.  A  gentleman,  who  appeared  to 
speak  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  said  that  he  had  known 
the  family  for  about  twenty  years,  and  he  had  seen  the 
prisoner  frequently  ever  since  he  was  a  child.  He  bsd 
oeen  one  of  witness's  Sunday  scholars,  and  had  been  in 
the  employ  of  a  Greek  merchant,  from  whom  he  hul 
receivea  a  good  character,  which  he  handed  to  his  worship. 
The  boy  had  been  collecting  stamps,  and  it  appeared  that 
had  been  the  snare  to  him.  Mr.  Raffles  remanded  the 
case  for  a  week,  so  that  he  might  have  frirther  inquiriea 
made  about  the  prisoner.  When  again  brought  up,  Mr. 
Toung  said  he  had  no  desire  to  inflict  frirther  punisnmant 
on  the  prisoner  than  his  imprisonment  since  toe  theft  had 

S'ven  him,  especially  as  the  property  had  been  recovered, 
e  believed  tne  prisoner  had  not  the  slightest  idea  when 
he  took  away  the  book  that  it  contain^  such  a  number 
of  stamps.  The  fact  was,  they  would  be  nothing  like  the 
adequate  yalue  to  him.  He  would  not  be  able  to  diipose 
of  so  many  unless  he  went  from  town  to  town,  and  Vbm 
he  would  even  experience  a  difficulty.  He  had  taken 
enough  to  set  up  a  stamp-office.  Mr.  £tty,  who  appeared 
for  the  prisoner,  said  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
prisoner  had  given  way  to  sudden  temptation.  MThen  ha 
entered  the  prosecutors'  office  there  was  no  (me  in,  and 
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the  stamps  were  lying  <m  the  eounter  in  a  rery  tempting 
maimer.  The  book  heing  shut,  he  did  not  know  at  the 
time  the  value  of  the  property  he  was  taking.  The  prisoner 
was  a  rery  respectable  lad,  and  his  employers  were  willing 
to  take  bui  back  to  their  service.  He  had  not  gone  about 
after  the  robbery  like  a  professional  thief. — Mr.  Baffles 
eaid  this  was  one  of  those  oases  which  it  was  very  difficult 
to  deal  with.  He  could  very  well  understand  that  the 
prisoner  did  not  know  the  value  of  the  book  he  had  taken, 
still  he  could  not  let  him  off  without  a  severe  punishment ; 
sad  he  had  no  doubt  the  sentence  about  to  bepassed  upon 
him  would  be  a  severe  punishment  to  him.  He  must  be 
iiqirisoned  and  kept  to  hard  labour  for  one  month. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

VICTORU  FRANK  STAMPS. 
T^thi Editor  of  the  ♦Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

SiB,--A«  I  have  seen  no  notice  of  the  Victoria  Frank 
•tamps  in  your  magazine,  I  conclude  they  are  new  to  you ; 
I  received  them  from  Melbourne  in  October.  Three  of 
tbem  are  printed  in  indigo  on  blue  paper.  They  are  alike 
in  device,  bearing  the  royal  arms  in  the  centre,  below 
which  is  ncTOBiA  in  capitals.  The  inscriptions  vary : 
one  is  cx>xmb-  of  trade  kHp  customs,  another  chief 
SECRETARY,  and  the  third — imprewed  on  ruled  paper, 
which  looks  like  foolscap — has  cobim"-  of  cjrown  lands 
AifD  survey.  All  three  have  fraitk  stamp  to  complete 
the  circle.  A  fourth  stamp  is  smaller  and  printt^i  in 
black,  but  on  paper  of  the  same  tint  as  the  others.  The 
»hape  is  a  circle  connected  with  a  much  smaller  one  below, 
the  whole  encompassed  with  ornamental  linos,  john 
^BRRis  in  the  centre,  encircled  by  the  inscription  ooveun- 
JiEMT  PRINTER.*  You  are  or  course  aware  that  the 
pwn  penny  of  1862  is  superseded  by  one  of  the  same 
ptttern  as  the  twopenny  and  fourpenny  in  present  use, 
retaining  its  original  colour. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  truly, 

Mdboume,  J.  B.  B. 

*  [This  is  evidently  a  trade  advertisement. — £o.] 

THE  BAVARIAN  ENYELOPES. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

I^R  Sol, — In  your  November  number  you  describe 
•nd  figure  a  set  of  envelope  essays  for  Bavana.  Having 
ttked  the  postal  authorities  at  Munich  for  information  on 
the  subject  of  the  es8a3r8,  I  was  told  that  the  Bavuian 
9c>vemment  had  never  intended  to  issue  envelope  stamps ; 
*nd  that  these  essays  had  not  even  been  shown  to  the 
pMtmaster. 

Tour  correspondent  mentions  in  his  January  letter  a 
one-kreuzer  stamp  of  Bavaria,  of  a  deep  reddish-lake  colour. 
I  am  vmr  much  inclined  to  doubt  the  genuinenera  of  this 
label.  I  have  examined  a  large  number  of  Bavarian 
"tampa,  and  have  remarked  two  different  postmarks  on 
them.  The  one  is  a  circle  containing  a  number,  indicating 
the  town  from  which  the  letter  was  sent ;  the  other  con- 
wots  of  the  name  of  the  town  surrounded  by  an  oblong 
horder.  I  have  always  found  the  latter  postmark  on 
postage  stamps  taken  off  letters  from  Municn.  I  do  not 
think  a  postmark  like  that  mentioned  by  your  correspon- 
dent was  ever  used  by  the  Bavarian  post-office ;  at  any 
nte,  it  was  not  used  at  Munich.  It  is  altogether  impro- 
bable that  the  Bavarian  postal  authorities  should  have 
intended  to  iseue  a  stamp  of  a  colour  so  similar  to  that  of 
the  12  and  18  kreuxer  stamps  of  the  issues  of  1850  and 
1862.  ^ 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

Darmstadt^  Orand»I>uehy  of  Eeeee.  F.  L. 


THE  BELGIAN  ESSAYS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  8TAMP-Ck>LLEcroR's  Magazine.' 

Sir, — I  must  protest  againat  the  practice  of  calling 
every  little  engraving,  or  set  of  engravings,  essays. 
Tour  correspondent,  Mr.  Stourton,  talks  of  another  set  of 
Belgian  essays.  Is  be  aware  that  the  government  have 
already  selected  the  design  for  the  new  st^ps,  although 
the  date  for  their  anpearance  is  still  to  be  told }  and, 
therefore,  is  it  at  all  likely  that  the  government  will 
select  others  ?  If  it  is  their  intention,  wnich  I  am  told  it 
is,  not  to  select  other  designs,  then  how  can  these  *  beau- 
tifully-executed '  engravings  be  termed  essays }  *  Vindi- 
cator may  perchance  hail  their  appearance  with  delight, 
but  that  the  reverse  will  be  the  case  with  the  stamp-collect- 
ing fraternity  at  laige  I  fearlessly  assert.  And  unless  this 
pernicious  practice  be  stopped^f  bringing  forth  all  sorts 
of  imaginary  devices  ana  designs,  and  terming  them 
essays, — and  that  soon,  stamp  collecting  will  at  no  distant 
date  be  reckoned  as  a  mania  of  the  past. 

Tours  faithfully 

Brixton.  '     NO  ESSATS. 

[We  are  informed  on  the  best  authority  that  the  Belgian 
new  issue  is  not  expected  before  1866 :  but  that  a  series  of 
envelopes  will  come  out  in  a  few  weeks. — ^Ed.] 


CANADIAN  ENVELOPES  ON  BUFF  PAPER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  number  for  December  I  notice  that 
you  mention  Canadian  envelopes  on  ^m^  paper.  Allow 
me  to  caution  the  readers  of  your  vaTuaole  magazine 
againat  these  very  dangerous  counterfeits, — ^for  such  they 
undoubtedly  are.  The  following  is  an  extract  fix>m  a 
letter  which  I  received  from  the  postmaster-general: 
*  Stamped  envelopes  have  always  been  fabricated  of  white 

Saper,  never  of  ouff.'  They  are  so  well  executed  as  to 
eceive  the  best  judges,  were  it  not  for  the  colour  of  the 
paper  and  the  position  of  the  jewels  in  the  tiara.  In  the 
counterfeit  the  *  front  jewel  is  isolated  from  the  others,  and 
appears  nearlv  detached  from  them;  in  the  genuine  the 
mmt  jewel  although  distinguishable  is  not  particularly 
apart  irom  the  others.  The  hair  at  the  back  of  the  head 
is  printed  up«n  in  the  counterfeit,  the  ink  appearing 
among  the  hair;  in  the  genuine  it  is  entirely  white.' 

A  gr^t  deal  of  doubt  exists  in  regard  to  the  twelve- 
penny  Canada.  Whether  an  essay  or  not,  it  was  issued 
in  lSi5l,  and  was  in  uee  for  a  short  time,  when  the  ten- 
penny  was  substituted,  the  postage  being  reduced.  The 
twelvepenny  is  occasionally  seen  with  the  wofd  *  specimen' 
printed  at  tne  side.  The  American  Bank  Note  Company, 
who  engraved  the  Canadian  postage  stamps,  have  in  several 
instances  given  their  friends  stamps  thus  marked  aa 
presents. 

I  remain,  yours  respectfuUvi 

Montreal,  J.  A.  NTJTTEIL 


ON  STAMP  ALBUMS,  ETC. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Sir, — ^As  a  very  recent  stamp  collector,  not  having 
commenced  collecting  three  months  since,  I  beg  to  refer 
to  your  remarks  on  the  vonnparative  advantages  of 
Lallier's  and  Oppen's  albums.  I  must  confess  I  am  in- 
clined to  prefer  the  former,  for  mv  inexperience,  from  so 
short  an  acquaintance  with  '  timorophilv,'  has  received 
great  assistance  from  Lallier's  mode  of  naving  compart- 
ments for  each  stamp ;  never  having  yet  experienced  diffi- 
culty in  finding  the  right  place  for  anyof  the  some  seven 
hundred  stamps  I  have  collected.  While,  on  the  other 
handy  I  found  myself  so  puzzled  with  Oppen's  that  I  dis- 
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carded  it  for  I^Uier ;  for  insUncf',  iii  the  Fwnch  depart- 
ment, *  25  c.  bluo '  left  me  in  perf(>ct  ig:nonuiOti  of  there 
being  a  republic  and  a  nresidency  stamp  of  the  same 
colour  and  value.  At  tne  same  time.  I  cannot  help 
thinkins:  there  is  often  a  distinction  made  in  the  colour 
where  there  is  no  real  difference,  th^  stamp  being  of  the 
same  value.  A  visit  to  the  stamp-o^ce,  at  Somerset 
House,  the  other  day,  where  the  stamps  are  printed — 
aided  by  the  kind  attention  of  Mr.  Hill,  the  head  of  the 
department, — showed  me  how  difficult  it  is  to  mix  the 
colouring  matter  always  of  the  same  shade ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  is  evident  that  the  gradation  of  colour  frequently 
arises  from  the  precedence  one  specimen  has  had  over 
another  in  the  period  of  being  printed. 

With  regard  to  forged  stamps,  I  think  that  objections 
are  sometimes  unnecessarily  made  to  stamps  as  not  being 
genuine.  I  have  a  very  good  collection  of  Swiss  local 
stamps,  obtained  with  the  guarantee  of  a  S wills  post- 
master.  Comparing  the  Basle  stamp  with  the  remarks  in 
your  journal  on  the  forgery  of  that  particular  stamp.  I 
did  not  And  them  quite  correct  as  to  the  attributes  of  the 
genuine  one,  and  yet  mine  is  a  very  tine  specimen  of  that 
stamp.  When  wo  consider  how  ill-executed  some  of  the 
foreign  dies  are,  and  how  little  comparative  care  is  taken 
in  printing  them,  I  think  we  should  be  careful  how  we 
cdndemn  stamps  because  the  end  of  the  claw  of  the  bird  in 
one  stamp  is  not  so  long  as  that  in  auother,  or  the  up- 
stroke of  a  letter  is  not  so  thick  as  that  in  S  similar 
rimen.  That  forged  stamps  are  common  is  shown  by 
)pen  sale  of  them,  under  the  new  name  of  *  fac-similesj' 
so  much  so  that  *  Caveat  emptor*  ought  to  be  the  motto  of 
every  collector.  I  have  formed  some  few  ideas  on  the 
question  of  the  reception  of  essays  in  stamp  albums,  but 
have  already  taken  up  enough  tif  your  space ;  and  will 
therefbre  conclude  with  the  suggestion,  tnat  at  the  com- 
mencement of  each  year  you  should  give  a  table  of  all  the 
new  issues  of  the  prece^g  one,  in  your  magazine.  It 
would  be  a  great  assistance  to  colle<'tors  whose  iuformation 
is  only  derived  from  your  publication,  and  also  to  those 
who  would  sign  themselves,  like  myself. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

London.  A  NOVICE. 


PEMBERTON'S  REPLY  TO  *  TIMBROPHILIST' 

AND  0.  FLEUSS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamf-Collrctoh's  Magazine.' 

Sir.— I  extremely  regret  that  any  expression  of  mine 
should  have  aiwumetl  the  very  offensive  forms  ascribed  to 
them  by  *  Timbrophilist  *  in'  your  last  number ;  and  I  do 
hope  that  few  of  your  readers  have  so  far  misunderstood 


yourself.  I  think  that  you  have  understood  my  motive 
well  enough,  and  have  taken  my  very  plain  spoken  letter 
as  it  was  uieant,  not  as  a  personality  but  as  an  endeavour 
— I  admit  by  strong  language — to  'improve  the  pages  of 
your  magaxine ;  and  I  shall  never  cease  to  regret  that 
any  one,  even  an  anonymous  correspondent,  should  have 
thought  nae  capable  of  the  exceedingly  ungeiitlemanly 
conduct  of  which  I  am  accused.  I  think  that  during  my 
""•ny  y«a»  of  ooUeoting  I  have  made  enough  friends, 
through  a  very  large  correspondence,  who  would  acquit 
™  n  **'  *°J  *"*^^  *"**"  intention  as  *  Timbrophilist '  has 
ooUeoted  from  my  two  uufortunate  letters. 
I  am  accused  of  ingratitude  to  yourself,  Mr.  Editor,  by 
makmg  a  malicious  onskught  upon  you  whiUt  nttained 
upon  your  staff.'  My  engagement  with  the  publishers  of 
tlui  magazine  was  not  of  my  seeking,  but  I  was  asked  by 


them  to  contribute  articles  upon  *  Current  Forgeries,'  and 
they  wished  to  bind  me  not  to  write  for  omer  stamp 
papers;  they  having  sought  me  out  and  wishing  to  har^ 
my  writings  exclusively  themselves,  places  rae  upon  a  dif- 
ferent footing  to  being  *  retained  upon  the  editor's  vtaff.'  I 
have  always  oeen  perfectly  satisfied  with  my  engagement 
with  the  pubUshers,  resting*  with  myself  as  it  did  whether 
I  cared  to  contribute  or  not ;  neithier  the  publishen  nor 
yourself  having  any  claim  upon  me. 

My  meaning  as  regards  tne  Belgian  easars  (p>ge  174) 
was  far  ftom  clear.  What  I  meant  (and  I  fell  into  the 
error  of  fancying  that  your  readers  would  apprehend 
what  I  meant,  instead  of  following  the  strict  granuaar  of 
my  words)  was,  These  Belgians  are  genuine  essays,  inas- 
much as  Uiey  are  called  foith  by  a  neoessity,  the  necessity 
being  an  intended  new  issue  for  which  designs  have  been 
asked ;  this  in  contradistinction  from  essays  brought  forth 
by  no  neoeantjr,  •'.  #.,  no  intention  of  an  alteration  by  the 
postal  authorities,  but  made  by  some  engraver  merely  fior 
sale.  This  is  the  meaning  in  Mount  Brown's  catalogue, 
which  I  admit  to  be  the  best  at  present  in  the  Eogliah 
language,  but  capable  of  such  numberless  alterations  for 
the  better,  that  it  is  the  nutnber  of  my  suggestions  of  im- 
'  provement  which  leads  *  Timbrophilist '  to  consider  me 
personal  in  making  them. 

To  Mr.  0.  Fleuss :  I  did  not  accuse  him  of  laying  down 
the  law,  merely  of  stating  the  British  Guiana  newspaper 
stamps  were  without  any  signature  in  centre.  On  ptge 
127  Mr.  Fleuss  says  of  his  2  c.  pearl-bordev^  *  there  is  a 
slight  blotch  of  rra  in  the  centre  of  the  stamp ; '  and  oa 
page  15,  of  your  third  volume,  he  gives  us  a  further  des- 
cription of  t)ie  said  stamp.  A  *  further  descriptiim'  ctn 
only  allude  to  the  same  stamp  mentioned  on  page  127  as 
having  a  red  blotch  in  the  centre ;  therefore  I  can  safely 
reiterate  that  *  Mr.  0.  Fleuss  is  wrong  in  stating  that  the 
genuine  pearl-bordered  stamns  have  no  signature  in  the 
centre.'  I  ask  *H.  IT,,'  'S.  S.,'  or  *R.  Evans'  whst 
this  *  red  blotch '  can  be  but  the  si^ature,  which  on  2  c 
stamps  is  always  written  in  red  ink.  Mr.  Fleuss  has 
fallen  into  an  error  to  which  I  was  most  liable  myself 
some  time  since,  that  is  of  giving  an  opinion  on  vafioos 
stamps  having  but  single  copies  of  these  stamps  upon 
whicn  to  base  an  argument,  i  have  learned  more  cautitm 
by  having  been  often  proved  in  the  wrong. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  again  regret  the  imputAtioos  of 
'Timbrophilist.'  I  am  always  willing  to  aoknowkdie 
myself  in  the  wrong — a^  I  was  in  the  case  of  the  double 
Oeneva,  amongst  others — and  I  do  not  mind  how  much 
collA'torH  may  differ  from  hie  in  opinion,  but  I  do  ubjert 
to  being  accused  of  ungeutlemanly  conduct,  diiiconrteo«»- 
ness,  and  of  malicious  feeling  when  nothing  of  the  kind 
was  intended.  I  am  quite  aware  that  my  own  opinicnt 
are  very  different  to  yours  as  to  the  deskabiUty  of  collect- 
ing  reprints  and  recent  essays,  and  aa  we  di^er  so  mate- 
rially on  this  head  it  is  doubly  unpleaaant  to  me  to  find 
this  difference  of  opinion  ascribed  to  entirely  penonal 
grounds.  I  must  apologise  for  occupying  so  much  of 
your  space,  and  remain. 

Yours  faithfully, 

EDWAUD  L.  PEMBEKTOX. 


PEMBERTON  AXn  THE    BCEXOS  AYRES 

STAMPS. 

To  the  Editor  of  //w  *  Stamp-Collectok's  Maoaxixk.' 

Sir,— I  have  a  very  high  opinion  of  Mr.  Pemberton** 
knowledge  of  stamps,  and  as  an  ex  poser  of  forgeries,  and 
an  exponent  of  the  minute  details  of  genuine  stamps.  h«' 
is  nitner  a  useful  member  of  society.     But  this  hardl> 
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ooiMtitiitcs  hit  unchaUenged  right  to  oensure  a  brother 
editor,  to  whom,  haring  fallen  into  error,  of  which  no 
inquiring  mind  can  alwap  steer  clear,  he  does  not  even 
allow  a  month's  grace,  m  order  that  he  may  have  the 
chance  of  perceiving  and  retracting  his  mistake,  but  pro- 
ceeds at  once  to  the  attack.  I  adimr^  your  spirit  in  un- 
hesitatingly publishing  his  severe  remalrks — proving  that 
if,  as  he  hints,  you  are  not  Cssar,  ofify  afat^aimiU,  you 
can,  at  least,  act  like  Cicsar. 

The  main  obiect  of  my  present  letter,  however,  is  the 
•hip  series  of  the  Buenos  Ayres  stamps.  Not  that  I  am 
Kping  to  lose  myself  among  the  *  ships'  in  a  vortex  of 
diacussion;  oh!  no;  till  I  can  see  my  way  to  much 
plainer  sailing  than  at  present  I  shall  patiently  rest  upon 
ny  oars. 

If  J  however,  Mr.  Peraberton  was  acrimottUnu^  *  Timbro- 
philist '  was,  in  reproving  him,  something  like  aoetic  acid 
and  cantharidea  combined !    *  A  peg  to  hang  personalities 
on'— 'a  contemptible  attack' — *a  malicious  onslaught' 
-^why,  poor   Pemberton,  if  he  happened  to  read  the 
magazine  on  New -Year's  day,  during  his  breakfast,  must 
hsre  been  almost  choked  by  the  imputed  magnitude  of 
his  offences !    Now,  I  am  not  going  to  be  the  champion  of 
Mr.  Pemberton ;  my  subsequent  remarks  will  demonstrate 
that;  but  fair  play  is  a  jewel  at  all  times.    In  the  first 
place,  Mr.  PenaDeiton,  if  I  j«idge  him  rightly,  would  not 
ICO  a  step  out  of  his  way  to  look  for  a  *peg' — he  is  too 
blont  and  independent  to  care  for  one ;  and  his  *  person- 
alities' (if  by  any  stretch  of  the  Queen's  English  his 
letter  can  be  ao  interpreted)  are  hardy  standai^  which 
require  neither  peg  nor  prop  to  support  them.    In  the 
next  place,  he  is  not  intentionally  *  malicious,'  only  blurts 
out  hi8  severe  and  unpalatable  opinions  without  perhaps 
asking  himself  the  three  golden  questions — Is  it  true } 
h  it  kind  ?    Is  it  necessary  ?    Moimt  Brown  is  certainly 
here  and  there  *  inaccurate,'  but  it  is  an  exaggeration  to 
>ay  *  very.'    Indeed,  I  so  fSu*  value  his  catalogue  that  I 
We  just  purchased  a  five  shilling  large*paper  copy  to 
hind  up  with  your  magazine ;  y«t,  without  meaning  to  be 
*pen«onal,'  I  am  almost  tempted  to  go  farther  than  Mr. 
Pemberton,  and  challenge  Mount  Drown  to  produce  a 
fio-called>  pr<K>f  black  on  rose  Geneva,  that  has  not  the 
legend  misprinted  fiat  tenkrkas  litx  in^iead  of  post 
TBNEBRAs  LUX,  though  he  states  in  describing  it,  ^Sarne 
device,'  &c. 

There  may  be^  such  to  be  found,  but  I  believe  I  am 
e«rreet  in  asserting  that  the  majority  (if  not  all^  now  in 
riimlstion  have  the  above  mentioned  defect.  Why,  if 
finding  fault  is  to  lie  dei^med  *  nersonal '  and  *  malicious* 
all  ftrwioin  of  diwu««ton  would  Im^  at  an  ♦*iul,  and  no  oiu* 
*ouW  dart*  »ny  '  boli  I '  to  his  neighbour,  however  great  a 
*  pwse'  he  might  be. 

Mr.  Pembnton'i*  plan  of  disposing  of  and  arranging 
his  postal  *  vermin,'  as  stated  in  his  letter  to  you,  docs  not 
>eem  to  indicate  a  large  development  of  the  bump  of 
ovder.  The  bare  idea  of  placing  at  the  end  of  a  valuable 
alhum  such  unmitigated  *  vermin  'as  he  must  necessarilv 
collect  in  order  to  pursue  his  fiivourite  study,  is  enough 
to  make  wne  shudder !  Shall  I  tell  you  where  I  keep  my 
I  vermin  • '  and  it  is  the  right  place  for  them  too.  Whv, 
in  Pemberton' s  own  work  on  forged  stamps,  properly 
interleaved  for  that  purpose !  In  fact,  no  one  can  get  on' 
at  all  now  %vithout  some  knowledge  of  forgf'ries  and  fac- 
similes, thouirh  doubtless  this  very  studv  of  them  actually 
♦iicourHges  the  supply.  I  always  write  in  ink  on  the 
hack  of  every  forgery  or  ftic-simile  that  they  are  so, 
hefere  placing  them  in  my  book.  Thus  indelibly  branded, 
they  ran  never  again,  ohnuld  thev  pam  into  otHer  bands, 
he  mistaken  for  anything  but  wbat  they  are.  If  every 
wie  were  to  make  a* practice  of  thus  branding  every  un- 


doubted forgery  that  comes  into  his  possession,  he  would 
do  good  service  to  inexperienced  collectors,  and  render  a 
large  quantity  of  *  vermin '  harmless. 

Having  conscientiously  asked  myself  the  three  golden 
questions,  which  I  reoamraend  to  Mr.  Pemberton,  and 
being  able  to  answer  them  in  the  affirmative,  I  would  now 


?gard  10  tne  isuenos  Ayres  *  snips,' 
should  have  been  more  merciful  to  a  brother  editor,  on 
whom  the  tnith  had  not  as  yet  so  brightly  shone.  If, 
with  all  his  Argus-like  powers  of  discrimination,  he  has 
only  just  been  able  to  marshal  the  *  ships'  into  proper 
order,  how  could  he  expect  less  gifted  individuals  to  be 
otherwise  than  in  the  *  state  of  darkness '  of  which  he 
accuses  you  ?  And  lest  he  should  have  forgotten  his  own 
infantile  ignorance^  I  must  quote  a  few  extracts  from  the 
second  volume  of  the  SUttnp-ColUetur* »  Review,  to  prove 
the  fact.  At  page  7,  he  says :  *  The  Buenos  Ayres  old 
ships  will  bother  the  collector  wonderfully,  for  their  exe- 
cution is  so  coarse,  one  can  scarcely  tell  what  the  vaiuee 
art ;  and  when  violently  post-marked,  the  difference  be- 
tween UN  and  ciN,  on  the  I  and  6  p.,  is  not  striking.'  If 
Argus  were  *  bothered,'  who  else  could  avoid  being  so! 
At  page  65,  he  falls  into  the  no  small  blunder  of  accusing 
the  French  dealei-s  of  making  a  1  peso  from  a  badly- 
printed  5.  *  Had  the  1  peso  been  issued,'  he  adds,  ^  it 
would  surely  have  been  a  common  stamp  in  Buenos 
A}Tes,  and  yet  the  largest  importers  havg  never  chanced 
to  meet  with  a  single  specimen.'  At  page- 81,  he  has 
recanted  the  major  part  of  this  statement,  having  sud- 
denljT  become  a  convert  to  Levrault's  teaching,  whoso 
informant  he  pronounces  to  be  *  an  acute  judge,  and  evi« 
dently  very  well  informed ; '  and  concludes  a  very  instruc- 
tive page  of  interesting  matter  by  the  enthusiastic  assertion 
that  *  Levrault's  admirable  arrangement  is  the  om/.v  correct 
one!*  But  our  fickle  critic  has  again  been  obliged  to 
recant  with  regard  to  Levrault's  infallibility ;  and  in  a 
manuscript  paper  on  the  Buenos  Ayres  stamps,  with  which 
he  has  favoured  me,  and  which  is  substantially  tiie  same 
as  that  which  you  have  just  published  from  Moens'  maga- 
zine, he  agrees  that  the  4  p.  brown,  catalogued  bv  Lev- 
rault,  never  existed,  but  that  the  smudgy  strokes  hitherto 
deciphered  as  4  p.  are  in  reality  4  reaies.  Here  public 
opinion  must  rest  satisfied  for  tne  present ;  but  I  ao  not 
toink  the  subject  is  yet  exhausted.  Future  investigations 
may  possiblv  render  some  further  alteration  necessary  in 
classifying  t'hese  stamps,  though  the  present  arrangement 
is  decidedly  tht^  beat  that  has  yet  been  suggested  to  the 
timbrologist.  I  trust  Mr.  PoiiibiTtou  will  take  the  whole 
of  these  remarks  in  good  part.  I  have  endeavoured,  as 
an  impartial  observer,  and  according  to  the  old  adage,  *  to 
give  every  dog  his  due ; '  and  while  I  feel  sure  no  one  more 
readily  than  Mr.  Pemberton  will,  on  calm  reflection, 
admit  that  he  harked  unnecessarily  loud,  yet  that  is  no 
reason  why  another  should  hite  in  return. 

In  cone tiiMon,  I  would  ask,  is  it  a  fact  that  the  Buenoa 
Ayres  real  is  worth  only  a  faction  more  than  a  farthing }  * 
If  ho,  it  overturns  all  one's  preconceived  notions  as  to  the 
Buenos  Ayres  real  being  equivalent  to  the  Spanish  real. 
Vidal,  in  his  interesting  illustrated  work  on  Buenos  Ayres 
(4to..  18*20),  nuotes  the  price  of  every  thing  in  reab^ 
repeatedly  adaing  that  a  real  is  eo'uivalent  to  about 
threepence  English  ;  but  I  have  not  oeen  able  to  obtain 
access  to  Sir  Woodbine  Parish's  more  recent  and  compre- 
hensive work.  That  might  perhaps  fUmish  decisive  in- 
formation on  the  point.  Perhaps  some  of  your  readers 
may  be  able  to  do  so. 

diifton.  FENTONIA. 

*  [We  have  no  authority  for  the  supposition,  but  cannot 
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help  fanc3ring  that  the  peso  and  real  of  the  Argentine 
Confederation  are  s}'non^ou8,  yalue  from  2id.  to  2|d. 
We  have  received  and  paid  for  numbers  of  the  stampe  of 
that  anomalous  country,  but  have  never  been  able  to  un- 
derstand the  account  sent  with  them ;  no  words  to  desig- 
nate the  several  values,  but  merely  arbitrary  characters 
having  been  employed. — £d.] 

ANSWERS   TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

B.  B.,  Northampton. — ^Your  essays  are  rare  and  genuine. 
The  blue,  which  we  engrave  in  the  pfesent  number,  is 
particularly  recherche. 

J.  B.  B.,  Norwich. — Tour  five  I^hmiI  Swiss  stamps  have 
every  appearance  of  being  quite  genuine. 

J.  £.  W.,  Boston.—Thanks  for  a  si^ht  of  the  'National 
Sailors'  Fair '  stamp,  of  which  we  give  a  description  for 
the  benefit  of  our  readers : — Oval,  with  scalloped  ed^. 
An  irre^lar  ornamental  inner  oval  leaves  a  rim  with 
perpendicular  green  lines.  The  top  of  this  bears  ten  and 
the  bottom  cents,  in  capital  letters.  In  the  oeutre^  a 
Bailor  holding  a  flag  in  his  left  hand,  backed  by  the  sea. 
Inscription,  as  above,  partly  obscuring  both  fla^  and  fla^- 
holder.  Impression,  green  on  white.  The  Sailors'  Fair 
held  in  Boston,  was  like  the  great  Sanitary  Fair  in 
Philadelphia. 

A  (Collector,  Wigton. — ^The  lar^  6  cents  British 
Guiana  stamp  )^w  been  forged.  It  is  probably  one  of 
those  deceptions  you  fancied  might  be  a  proof. — The  in- 
terpretation of  the  motto  on  the  Sydney  stamps  is^  *  Thus 
Jlourished  strong  Etruria^*  in  allusion  to  its  colonisation  ; 
and  the  circular  inscription,  camb.  avst.  sigtllum  Nov., 
means  *  The  seal  of  JSfew  South  Wales.*  The  stamp,  in 
fact,  is  a  fac-simile  of  the  colonial  seal,  as  pointed  out  in 
an  early  number  of  our  magazine. 

Doubtful,  Winchester. — The  twelvepenny  Canada  was 
never  in  full  circulation ;  but  we  have  been  credibly  in- 
formed that  a  few,  though  very  few,  were  actually  em- 
ployed and  passed  the  post.     (See  Correspondence.) 

HoNO  KoNo. — We  believe  Ker^s  stamps  are  still  circu- 
lated in  Montreal,  whence  they  can  of  course  be  obtained. 

ENauiRBR. — The  .06,  .08,  10,  and  12  centesimos  of  the 
present  series  of  Monte  Videans  are  eauivalent  in  value 
to  the  60,  80, 100,  and  120  cent,  of  the  former  issue.  The 
dot  and  cipher  before  the  6  and  8  show  the  values  to  be 
reckoned  as  decimals  of  100.  A  hundred  oentesimos 
make  a  peso,  or  dollar. 

£.  S.  A. — A  Spanish  or  Lu^on  cuarto  is  worth  about 
one-third  of  a  peimy.  A  cent  rather  more  than  one  half- 
penny. 

J.  li.,  Oxford. — ^The  Cuba  T^  stam^  is  now  obsolete. 
There  is  no  stamp  of  equivalent  value  in  present  circula- 
tion.— ^The  black  impressions  of  that  island  were  reprints, 
or  DTOofii. 

6.  H.  T.,  Hozton. — ^The  word  certificado  in  its  oon- 
traoted  form  on  some  of  the  Spanish  stamps,  meant  simply 
that  the  stamp  was  guaranteed  by  the  postal  authorities 
to  do  its  professed  duty. 

Noel,  London. — We  have  elsewhere  (see  Reviews) 
touched  upon  the  subject  of  the  Bern  stamps.  They  are 
in  actual  existence  for  some  purpose  or  anotner. 

Canada.— Xtf  Petit  Manuel  tu  Fatnafaur  dee  Timbres 
Foste,  par  F.  V*«,  Paris,  is  by  VaUete,'  and  can  be 

Surohased  of  him  at  his  emporium,  near  the  Place  St. 
ulmoe.  Price  1  franc. — We  do  not  think  Laplante  ever 
published  a  manual. — ^Tour  suggestion  has  been  generally 
attended  to. 

An  American,  Livernool. — ^Your  information  is  em- 
bodied in  our  article  on  New  Stamps. 


J.  H.,  Southampton.— We  cannot  possibW  a^praiie 
collections  of  stamns  without  seeing  them. — We  tbmk  an 
album  is  better  ii  not  containiuj^  damaged  sperimens, 
unless  they  were  of  some  extraorduarily  rare  species,  too 
oostly  to  be  obtained  in  a  perfect  state. 

J.  P.,  Torquay.— We  do  not  think  the  rixpeimy  violet 
and  ^billing  green  octagonal  stamps  were  ever  issued  mh 
dated  on  envelopes ;  but  court  accredited  information  on 
the  subject. 

J.  B.  B. — ^Thanks  for  yonr  notice  and  sketches  of  the 
Victoria  frank  stamps,  of  which  the  substance  appcan 
else^^here 

T.  A-  R.,  Whatfield  Rectory.- The  Metropolitan  Errand 
and  Carrier  Express  Co.'s  10  cento  blue  is  preosely  like  ils 
congeners,  except  in  the  value ;  being  shield-shaped, 
colour  on  white. — ^Extra  sheeto  ruled  to  match  the  oth^ 
for  interieaving  in  Oppen's  album,  may  be  purchased  st 
the  Family  Herald  offioe,  431,  Strand,  Londtm,  where  the 
album  is  published;  price  9d.  per  dozen.     - 

Stamp  Collector,  Lancashire. — ^The  preceding  answer 
is  equally  suitaUe  to  your  query. 

Inquirer,  Scarborough. — ^The  minute  figuresobservaUe 
in  most  of  the  penny  and  twopenny  stamps  of  the  present 
— and  we  believe  the  twopenny  of  the  preceding  issue— do 
not  constitute,  in  our  opinion,  a  sufficient  reason  for  cats* 
loaning  such  almost  interminable  varieties.  Ton  are 
mistsJcen  in  supposing  they  have  not  been  noticed  b^ 
Mount  Brown ;  that  gentleman  quoted  some  in  one  of  hu 
addenda,  printed  in  the  pages  of  this  magazine.— The 
post-office  authorities  would  not  be  so  suicidal  as  to  pro- 
secute a  party  for  disposing  of  the  scarce  envelope  stamps 
of  Great  Britain  for  the  albums  of  collectors,  llie  sale  of 
them  for  such  a  purpose  is  almost  a  clear  profit  to  the 
goveniment,  the  stamps  not  being  required  to  perform  the 
costly  service  for  which  they  are  created. 

J.  T.,  Leicester. — There  may  be  Lubeck  envelopes 
with  inscription  to  the  right,  but  we  have  nevar  met  with 
them. — The  6  pf.  vermilion  of  Prussia,  1858,  was  common 
enough  when  in  circulation,  but  not  laisting  so  long  as  the 
earlier  issue  of  the  same  value,  is  not  often  met  with  oan- 
celled.— The  postage  from  Prussia  to  England  is  5  s.  gr^ 
equivalent  to  sixpence ;  we  cannot,  thn^efore,  account  for 
your  receiving  a  letter  with  a  3  s.  gr.  and  a  6  pf.  merely. 
Probably  the  latter  stamp  was  stuck  on  to  prepay  a  dis- 
trict postage,  or  a  too-late  stamp,  and  the  2  s.  gr.,  which 
would  make  up  the  due  amount,  stolen  in  iretmtu. — ^The 
6  kr.  and  9  kr.  of  Baden,  new  series,  have  been  duly  noted 
in  our  magazine. — ^TheLuxembourvstampedodutyforthe 
part  called  '  The  Grand  Duchy.'  We  do  not  think  they 
ever  prepay  to  England. — The  Finland  envelopes  have  been 
exceedingly  well  forged,  which  may  account  for  the  discre- 
pancy to  which  you  allude.~The  Spanish  official  stamps 
are  for  government  packeto. — ^It  is  just  poaaible  there  are 
^o  Sierra  Luone  newspapers  to  frank. — ^The  2  anna  peeo, 
oval  frame,  is  perfectly  new  to  us,— The  address  of  Moens 
is  *  Galerie  Bortier,  Brussels.' — ^The  fivepenny  and  t^ght- 
penny  of  New  South  Wales  are  still  current. — We  have 
Defore  often  stated  our  opinion  that  parcels  stamps  my 
be  collected  or  not,  at  the  option  of  the  timbrophilist.  We 
admit  them  ourselves. — The  error  whi<;h  you  notice  is  n«t 
ours;  we  translated  from  the  Buenos  Ayres  correspon- 
dent's letter  in  Moens'  magazine. 

T.  B.,  Dover.— We  do  not  echo  the  despondinr  tone  of 
your  letter.  Stamp  collecting,  notwithstanding  uie  defal- 
cation of  a  few  individuals  fh)m  appreciable  oauses,  is  n«t 
at  all  on  the  decline  in  England,  and  is  largely  spreading 
in  our  colonies  and  on  the  continent.  The  oiseontinaaBce 
of  several  magazines  is  simply  a  proof  that  from  one  or 
another  cause  they  had  not  succeeded  in  securing  remn- 
nerative  patronage. 
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NOTES   ON  ESSAYS. 

BY  OVERT  TATLOR. 

The   application    of   the  term    *  espay  *   to 
proof  stamps  has  led  to  much  confusion,  and 

to  a  belief  in  the  existence 
of  a  great  many  more  essays 
than  there  actually  are.     On 
looking  through   Levrault's 
catalogue,  we  were  surprised 
at  the  number  mentioned  in 
it,  but  on  reading  the  descrip- 
tions we  found  that  seven-eighths  of  the  so- 
called  essays  were  in  fact  proofs.    The  rectifi- 
cation of  these  terms  is  one  of  the  chief 
improvements  in  the  last  edition  of  Mount 
Brown*s  catalogue,  and  any  oi^b  who  peruses 
it  cannot  foil  to  notice  how  few  real  essays 
there  are.     We  do  not  mean  in  speaking  of 
real  essays  to  indicate  those  only  which  have 
been  honk  fide  offered  for  adoption  to  the 
postal  authorities  of  the  countries  to  which 
they  belong,  but  essays  of  either  kind — gen- 
Tiine  or  spurious ;  and  it  is  our  intention  to 
refer  to  both,  without  entering  upon  the  dis- 
cussion of  thet;6a;a^io  qtujeetw  of  their  collection. 
The  first  essays  ever  executed  were  those 
which   were  tendered  at  Somerset   House, 
loDg  before  collecting  was  thought  of.    Some 
fifty  or  sixty  designs  (said,  however,  to  be 
not  a  tithe  of  the  whole  number)  are  cata- 
logued.    Nearly  all  are  of  very  beautiful  ap- 
pearance, fine  specimens  of  engraving,  and 
abounding  in  intricate  tn^^eiy,  intended  pro- 
bably as  a  safeguard  against  imitation.    Yery 
few  are  of  a  convenient  size,  some  being  large 
square,  some,  like  the  Indian  bill  stamps,  very 
long  and  narrow,  but  all  of  awkward  dimen- 
sions.    The  envelope  essays  were  even  more 
unsuited  for  general  use.    The  fear  of  forgery 
again   caused   a  great  amount  of   engine- 
taming,  which  occupied  the  space  requisite 
for  the  address,  to  the  detriment  of  the  en- 
graver's hopes.     On  the  whole,  it  appears 
that  the  patterns  eventually  chosen  for  both 
adhesives  and   envelopes  were  better  than 
those  rejected,  though  now   susceptible   of 
great  improvement.     It  is,  however,  to  be 
regretted — and  for  other  than  timbrophilic 
reasons — that  the  beautiful  three-halfpenny 
essays  did  not  become  actual  stamps.     Both 
bore  the  Queen's  head  within  a  shield-shaped 


border,  on  which  was  inscribed  the  value, 
and  each  was  of  a  size  similar  to  tho^e  of  its 
class  now  current.  For  postal  purposep, 
stamps  of  this  value  are  much  required  in 
this  country.  We  should  not  be  surprised 
if  they  were  even  now  to  be  introduced.  In 
the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  second  day 
of  the  present  session,  Mr.  Darby  Griffiths 
gave  notice  of  a  motion  that  the  present 
threepenny  stamps  should  be  made  applicable 
for  home  as  well  as  foreign  postage.  If  this 
motion  is  carried,  it  is  difficult  to  see  on 
what  ground  three-halfpenny  stamps  should 
be  withheld. 

The  Prince  Albert  essays,  of  which  so 
much  has  been  said,  are  a  recent  addition  to 
the  number  of  those  designed  in  England. 
Their  genuineness  appears  to  bo  still  a  moot 
point ;  but  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  thoagh 
they  are  said  to  have  been  produced  before  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  show 
the  effect  of  perforation,  none  of  them — so 
far  as  we  know — are  perforated. 

The  essays  for  Denmark — the  head  of  the 
king  and  the  head  of  Mercury — are  well 
known,  though  it  has  been  stated  that  a  very 
small  number  of  those  now  in  the  possession 
of  collectors  are  genuine.  But  we  are  in- 
clined to  believe  that  the  so-called  forgeries 
do  not  deserve  that  title,  as  we  have  seen 
individuals  possessing  their  distinctive  cha- 
racteristics which  were  procured  direct  from 
the  engraver  of  the  unquestionably  genuine 
specimens. 

The  French  possess  some  dubious  essays, 
bearing  the  head  of  Liberty,  with  the  words 
ESSAi,  1858,  in  the  upper  label  and  0  0 
POSTES  00  in  the  lower.  It  seems  strangr, 
as  has  been  remarked,  that  essays  with 
such  a  device  should  have  been  produced 
seven  years  afler  the  republic  had  ceased  to 
exist.  The  essay  which  is  divided  into  two 
parts  and  perforated  across  the  centre, 
appears  to  have  been  engraved  more  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  a  new  mode  of  cancella- 
tion than  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  its 
design ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  set  of 
essays  having  a  string  worked  into  the  paper. 

We  have  only  lately  seen  the  essay  for 
Prussia,  which  figures  at  the  head  of  this 
article,  and  cannot  speak  to  its  genuineness. 
It  is  an  original  pattern,  carefully  engraved. 
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The  impressions  are  in  two  colours,  black 
and  yellow  on  white  paper,  or  rather  card- 
board. This  is  the  first  Prussian  essay  of 
whioh  we  have  heard,  though  some  proofs  of 
the  present  6  pf.  in  yellow,  orange,  and  stone 
have  incorrectly  received  the  title. 

The  tiinbres  d'histr tuition  of  Bavaria  have 
often  deceived  the  unwary,  who  have  taken 
them  to  be  essays,  and  as  such  admitted  them 
into  their  albums,  and  have  accorded  a  simi- 
lar privilege  to  those  of  Hamburg ;  but  they 
can  neither  be  considered  essays  nor  proofs. 
The  handsome  Bavarian  envelope  essays,  one 
of  which  was  engraved  in  a  recent  number 
of  this  magazine,  have  since  been  stigmatized 
as  spurious  by  a  German  correspondent,  who 
ought  to  know  whether  they  are  genuine  or 
not.  The  Grecian  essays,  having  the  head 
of  the  king  in  oval  in  front  of  the  Parthenon, 
have  been  similarly  branded;  though  it  is  mat- 
ter for  regret  that  such  beautiful  engravings 
are  no  more  than  illegitimate  speculations. 

Italy  has  been  very  fruitftil  in  essays. 
Besides  the  brilliant  productions  of  Pellas, 
rejected  on  account  of  their  extreme  fineness 
and  the  consequent  expense  of  dies  for  them, 
there  is  also  tho  series  each  stamp  of  which 
(except  the  1  c.)  bears  the  king's  head  in 
centre  surrounded  by  a  diflferent  pattern,  and 
the  15  c.  green  which  has  the  Savoy  cross  on  a 
shield  encircled  by  a  collar  as  its  central 
device.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  these 
are  genuine  essays,  but  all  the  stamps  of  the 
head  series  have  latelybeen  struck  off  in  colours 
different  to  those  in  which  they  were  at  first 
printed.  A  few  weeks  since  we  saw  a  pre- 
tended essay  for  the  'segna  tassa'  stamp,  the 
design  of  which  appeared  to  have  been  sug- 
gested by  that  of  the  rare  Buenos  Ayres 
'  gaucho. '  It  was  a  large  oblong  in  shape,  and 
the  centre  was  occupied  by  a  representation 
of  a  verdant  plain,  over  which  a  man  on 
horseback  was  galloping.  Above  this  were 
the  words  segna  tassb  and,  if  we  remember 
aright,  the  value,  10  c,  in  an  oval  disc  at 
each  side.  Apart  from  the  want  of  connec- 
tion between  a  postman  on  horseback  and  the 
Italian  postal  service,  *  segxa  tasse  '  appears 
to  us  to  be  rather  poor  Italian,  though  not 
worse  than  the  inscription  pkbiodici  kbanchi 
on  a  so-called  essay  for  an  Italian  journal 
stamp.     The  latter  inscription  encircled  a 


head  of  Hermes,  and  the  entire  design  of  the 
stamp  on  which  it  appeared  was  well  en- 
graved. The  old  Sicilian  essay^  unlike  those 
just  described,  was  bonii  fide  tendered  for 
adoption  by  its  maker.  It  is  now  exceedingly 
rare,  as  is  also  the  equally  genuine  25  a 
black  provisional  Parma. 

Mount  Brown  gives  the  following  descrip- 
tion of  a  Canadian  essay,  which  we  have  not 
yet  seen :   '  Inscription,   colony  of  Canada, 
figure  indicating  value  in  centre  and  in  each 
lower  angle  of  stamp.     Col.  imp. ;  rect.    Id. 
lilac.'     We  must  also  confess  to  a  want  of 
knowledge    concerning   the  sixpenny    rose 
essay  for  Nova  Scotia, .  which  bore  a  figure 
indicating   value   in   octagon    and   in  each 
angle.*     There  has  been  such  a  predilection 
in  the  colonies  for  the  Queen's  head  on  aU 
kinds  of  stamps,  that '  probably  the  fact  df 
these  essays  bearing  the  numeral  of  valae 
in  the  centre  was  at  least  one  reason  for 
their    rejection.      The   Connell    stamp  can 
hardly  be  termed  an  essay,  for  it  was  struck 
off,  not  for  the  inspection,  but  by  order  of 
the   postmaster;   there    are,   moreover,  ru- 
mours of  its  having  been  seen  postmarked, 
though  this  seems  rather  incredible. 

Facts  are  decidedly  against  the  admission 
of  the  Paraguayan  essay  into  collections  as 
one  which  nas  really  been  submitted  for 
approval.  Latterly  this  essay,  which  was 
once  very  rare,  has  been  copied  in  great 
numbers.  Such  copies  are,  in  fact,  of  as 
much  value  as  ^eir  doubtfril  original,  bat 
intending  purchasers  should  beware  of  being 
duped  by  them. 

A  set  of  essays,  of  handsome  appearance 
aixd  bad  reputation,  has  been  introduced 
here  from  '  over  the  water,*  under  the  title 
of  Sandwich  Islands  essays.  They  bear  the 
bust  of  King  Kamehameha  III. — a  suspi- 
ciously exact  copy  of  the  portrait  on  the  five- 
cent  stamps — in  a  circle,  surrounded  by  a 
wreath  within  another  circle,  outside  of 
which  is  a  square  label  bearing  the  numeral 
of  value  ;  a  scroll  above  the  portrait  is 
inscribed  UKU  leta,  and  another  below 
HONOLULU.  In  a  label  at  the  top  of  the 
stamp  are  the  words  inter  island,  and  at  the 
bottom  the  value  is  stated.    The  background 

*  \Thewi  t^'o  unique  stamps  formerly  adorned  oar  own 
ooUeotion. — ^Ed  ] 
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is  composed   of  lattice-work,   and   all   the 
stamps  are  printed  in  colour  on  thick  white 
paper.     The  coloors  and  values  are  as  fol- 
lows :  1  c.  yellow,  brown,  stone ;  2  c.  lake, 
green,  blue;  3  c.  brown,  green,  blue.    If  these 
essays  were  engraved  in  the  lifetime  of  the 
late  king,  it  is  strange  that  the  simple  6  c. 
and  13  c.  were  not  superseded  by  them ;  if 
they  have  been  concocted  since  his  death, 
what  prospect  could  the  designer  have  had 
of  their  acceptance,  seeing  that  they  bore 
the  poHrAit  of  the  deceased,   and  not  the 
reigning  king  ? 

Though  we  have  received  plenty  of  proofs 
from  the  United  States,  the  number  of  essays 
imported  from  that  home  of  go^a-head  spec- 
ulators has  not  been  large.  There  are  the 
old  3  cents  on  tinted  paper,  and  the  some- 
what similar  ones  of  the  same  value  lately 
engraved.  There  are  also  the  startling 
Indian-head  essays,  and  the  two  more  grace- 
ful series  impressed  with  the  head  of  Liberty. 
The  only  envelope  essays  are  the  circular 
set  with  blank  centres,  which  we  have  been 
informed  were  never  seen  at  the  Washington 
post-office. 

The  Mexican  essays  on  their  advent  at- 
tracted considerable  notice,  but  shortly  after- 
wards sank  into  deserved  obscurity.  They 
are,  we  believe,  a  Milanese  production,  but 
had  the  misfortune  never  to  reach  the  country 
whose  name  they  bear,  probably  because  of 
the  inadvertent  omission  to  send  them  on 
their  engraver's  part. 

To  complete  our  notes,  a  reference  to  the 
Belgian  essays  is  necessary.  It  has  been 
stated  that  the  design  for  the  new  issue  has 
been  chosen,  but,  doubtlesr^,  prior  to  the 
decision,  numerous  designs  were  offered  and 
rejected.  As  it  was  known  to  be  a  sine 
qua  non  that  the  essays  should  bear  the 
king's  head  in  the  centre,  those  which  do 
not  were  most  probably  engraved  simply  with 
the  aim  of  extracting  coin  from  collectors* 
pockets.  Of  this  class,  we  fear,  is  a  hand- 
some set  having  the  Belgic  lion  rampant 
on  an  unshaded  shield,  and  which  would 
show  well  upon  the  Belgian  page  as  the  new 
issne;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  several 
king's  head  essays  have  made  their  appear- 
ance  which  would  be  no  great  improvement 
on  the  present  series. 


THE  BATH  POSTBOY. 

It  was  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century, 
when  the  mail  was  transmitted  from  the 
principal  towns  of  England  in  charge  of  a 
mounted  postman,  with  holster-pistols  and 
saddle-bags,  and  carried  from  the  smaller 
ones  by  poor  boys,  who  received  a  halfpenny 
a  mile  for  serving  the  post-office  in  all 
weathers,  that  the  postmaster  of  BatJi  in- 
formed all  whom  it  might  concern,  by  a 
printed  bill  in  the  window,  that  a  smart  active 
lad  of  fifteen  or  thereby  was  required  to 
carry  the  mail  between  that  town  and  Marl- 
borough, at  the  above-mentioned  rate  of 
wages. 

The  road  was  long  and  rough ;  and  three 
days  had  already  passed,  during  which  the 
mail  was  carried  by  the  postmaster's  own 
good  boy,  and  man-of-all-work,  much  to  his 
discomfort,  and  the  manifest  dissatisfaction 
of  the  good  people  of  Marlborough,  to  whom 
their  letters  cnme  several  hours  too  late: 
but  no  candidate  for  the  situation  had  yet 
presented  himself.  At  length,  on  the  fourth 
morning,  a  muscular,  intelligent-looking  boy, 
dressed  in  the  habiliments  of  earlier  years, 
which  he  had  evidently  outgrown,  made  his 
appearance,  cap  in  hand,  before  Mr.  Burton 
the  senior  clerk,  and  inquired,  *  Sir,  if  you 
please,  would  I  be  old  enough  to  carry  the 
Marlborough  bag?  I'm  only  fourteen  yet, 
but  I'll  always  be  growing  older  and  wiser  I 
hope.' 

'  And  maybe  worse ! '  muttered  the  clerk, 
who  happened  to  be  out  of  temper  that 
morning.  *  But  step  in  here,'  he  continued, 
pointing  to  another  room, '  and  Mr.  Leathern 
will  see  what  you're  fit  for.' 

Mr.  Leathem  was  a  quiet  elderly  gentle- 
man, who  had  kept  the  post-office  for  several 
years  in  the  rich  and  gay  city  of  Bath. 
He  spoke  to  the  applicant  more  civilly  than 
his  clerk  had  done;  said  he  considered 
him  tall  enough  for  the  business ;  and  then 
inquired  what  was  his  name,  where  his 
parents  lived,  and  if  he  knew  any  respectable 
person  who  would  give  him  a  chai*acter  for 
honesty  and  sobriety,  as  without  such  a 
certificate  the  post-office  could  not  employ 
him  ?  The  boy  answered  that  his  name  was 
Ralph  Allen  ;  that  his  father  had  been  a  poor 
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tradesman,  but  he  was  d6ad,  and  his  mother 
supported  herself  by  taking  in  washing ;  and 
*I  wasn't  brought  up  here,  sir;  but  my 
mother  came  in  hopes  of  getting  fine  work 
from  the  gentry;  and  here's  a  certificate 
from  a  kind  gentleman,  the  vicar  of  our 
parish :  I  used  to  run  errands  for  him,  and 
he  said  it  might  be  useful  to  me :  * — 

*  This  is  to  certify  that  Ralph  Allen  is  a 
sensible,  honest,  industrious  boy,  and  I  hope 
will  continue  to  be  so. — William  Warburton,* 
said  the  postmaster,  reading  aloud.  *  Well, 
that's  a  good  certificate,  though  the  writer 
is  unknown  to  me ;  but  we  will  let  it  pass  for 
this  time,  and  take  you  on  trial.' 

After  several  exhortations  to  be  careful 
of  the  mail,  and  walk  fast,  that  he  might 
arrive  in  time,  Ralph  Allen  was  duly  equipped 
with  a  leathern  bag,  suspended  by  a  strap 
over  his  shoulder,  containing  all  the  letters 
and  newspapers  in  those  days  transmitted  to 
Marlborough,  and  sent  forth  to  earn  the 
halfpenny  per  mile. 

Day  after  day  he  performed  that  appointed 
journey,  through  sun  and  shower,  going  and 
coming  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  post- 
masters of  Bath  and  Marlborough.  Roads 
were  not  then  so  convenient  for  travellers, 
nor  time  so  precious  with  the  public,  as  at 
present;  but  Ralph  was  never  known  to 
loiter  by  the  way,  nor  arrive  an  hour  too  late, 
which  could  seldom  be  said  of  other  postboys. 
Travellers  between  the  towns  soon  began  to 
know  him  on  the '  road,  and  remarked  from 
sfcage-coach,  wagon,  or  saddle — the  only 
modes  of  conveyance  in  those  days — that  his 
conduct  was  always  careful  and  steady ;  and 
people  who  did  not  travel  trusted  him  with 
small  messages  in  consequence  of  their 
reports.  If  a  lady  wanted  a  fashionable  cap 
from  Bath,  or  a  notable  housekeeper  some 
trifle  which  could  be  bought  cheaper  in 
Marlborough,  Ralph  Allen  was  known  to  be 
a  soberer  and  less  exorbitant  carrier  than 
either  the  coachman  or  wagoner,  and  he  was 
preferred  accordingly.  Tins  was  a  source  of 
additional  gain,  which  increased  every  day, 
till  the  boy  generally  reached  his  destination 
in  either  town  laden  vnth  parcels  of  all  sorts 
and  sizes,  for  the  carriage  of  which  he  received 
from  twopence  to  a  farthing,  as  the  case 
might  be,  or  the  liberality  of  his  employers 


dictated.  How  the  short  time  allowed 
between  the  close  of  his  daily  duty  and  his 
nightly  rest  was  usually  spent  in  his  mother's 
poor  but  clean  garret,  nobody  could  tell; 
till  Mr  Leathem,  who  had  by  this  time  a  high 
opinion  of  his  postboy  for  general  good  con- 
duct and  correctness  in  his  station,  inquired 
one  morning,  while  Ralph  waited  for  the 
mail,  what  book  was  that  protruding  from 
his  pocket  ? 

*  It's  the  "  Universal  SpeUing-Book, "  sir,' 
said  Ralph,  reddening  as  he  pulled  out  the 
well-worn  volume.  '  I  try  to  learn  at  home 
in  the  little  time  I  have,  and  can  now  nearly 
read.' 

*  That's  well,  my  boy,'  said  Mr.  Leathern : 
*I  wish  the  rest  of  our  boys  would  spend 
their  leisure  time  so.' 

*  And,  sir, '  continued  Ralph,  now  encou- 
raged to  speak  out,  *  I'm  trying  to  write  too, 
and  have  got  the  master  of  the  Blue-Coat 
School  to  give  me  a  lesson  sometimes  for 
doing  his  messages,  sir.' 

'You'll  be  a  clerk  yet,  Ralph,'  said  the 
postmaster,  laughing.  '  But  it  is  a  good 
endeavour,  and  I  hope  you'll  succeed;  but 
mind,  be  careful  of  the  mail.' 

His  employer's  words  turned  out  true, 
though  spoken  half  in  jest.  Ralph  continued 
to  earn,  by  every  honest  though  small  way 
within  his  reach;  his  earnings  were  saved 
to  purchase  an  old  book  when  he  could  not 
boiTow  it,  or  supply  himself  with  pens,  ink, 
and  paper ;  by  which  he  at  once  amused  and 
improved  his  few  leisure  hours  in  reading, 
or  even  spelling,  to  his  mother,  when  her 
day's  toil  was  also  done,  and  practising  the 
chance  lessons  he  could  obtain  from  the 
schoolmaster.  Reading  was  at  that  period  a 
rare  thing  in  his  class,  and  cheap  books  of 
instruction  were  equally  so;  but  from  ihe 
spelling-book,  Ralph  Allen  advanced  to  the 
dictionary  and  grammar ;  from  *  strokes,  *  to 
writing  a  good  fair  hand.  His  savings  also 
increased  by  slow  degrees,  for  both  he  and 
his  mother  were  prudent;  and  Ralph  only 
wished  for  the  time  when  he  might  aspire  to 
some  better  situation,  and  be  enabled  to  add 
to  her  rest  and  comfoi't.  Five  years  had 
thus  passed  away ;  Ralph  Allen  had  grown 
almost  a  man,  when  all  the  message-senders 
of  Bath,  amongst  whom  he  was  well  known. 
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rejoiced,  even  araid  their  regrets  that  they 
must  look  out  for  another  carrier,  to  hear 
that  R^ph  Allen  had  been  promoted,  throu^^h 
the  kindness  of  Mr.  Leathern,  to  a  clerkship 
in  the  Bath  post-office,  and  was  actually  seen 
in  a  new  suit  of  clothes  performing  his  new 
duties  at  the  post-office  window.     After  this 
his  mother  washed  nothing  but  lace  and 
cambric,    and    Ralph    was   as    steady  and 
obliging  in  the  post-office  as  he  had  been 
with  the  mail  on  his  back.     His  salary  was 
eomparatiyely  small,  but  his  prudence  was 
great;  and  in  another  year  or  two,  people 
discovered  that  Ralph  had  something  in  the 
bank.      His  habits  of  reading  and  thought 
also  gave  him  an  ability  to  invent  needfol 
improvements  in  the  post-office,  which  was 
then  very  imperfectly  managed.     The&e  were 
modestly  proposed;    and  as  their  necessity 
was  seen,  they  soon  obtained  the  sanction  of 
the  superior  authorities,  and  raised  the  young 
clerk  not  only  in  their  estimation,  but  in 
office  also,  as  in  three  years  after  his  entrance 
he  succeeded  the  senior  clerk,  Mr.  Barton, 
by  ^fvhom  his  application  for  the  carriage  of 
the    Marlborough    bag    had    been    so   un- 
graciously received,  and  who  now  retired  to 
a  small  property  he  had  purchased  in  the 
country.     Two  years  more,  and  Ralph  him- 
self began  to  think  of  purchasing  property 
also.     There  was  a  large  sterile  farm  called 
Combe  Down  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
city,  which  the  last  three  tenants  had  suc- 
cessively left  in  disgust  and  weariness,  de- 
claring that  their  labour  and  money  were 
both  lost  on  such  an  unprofitable  spot,  and 
the  landlord  offered  it  for  sheep-grazing  on 
the  very  lowest  terms.     Great  was  the  as- 
tonishment of  all  who  knew  him,  when  Ralph 
Allen  became  the  purchaser  of  these  poor 
fmd   barren  acres.      Some   said  the   young 
man's  brain  was  turned  with  the  books  he 
read,  and  even  his  mother  shook  her  head, 
and  hoped  it  would  turn  out  for  the  best; 
but  Ralph  gave  up  his  situation  at  the  post- 
office,   collected  round  him  Workmen  and 
tools,  and  commenced,  not  without  creating 
much  wonder  and  many  surmises,  to  break 
up  the  ground  in  all  directions,  as  if  in  search 
of  a  mine. 

'  Neighbour,  do  you  expect  to  find  a  pot  of 
gold  in  that  farm  ? '  said  an  old  farmer  to 


him  over  the  fence  one  morning,  where  he 
and  his  men  were  delving  at  a  rocky  spot 
that  never  could  be  cultivated. 

*  No,'  said  Ralph ;  *  but  I  expected,  and, 
thank  Providence,  I  have  found,  a  good  stone 
quarry,  which  will  repay  me,  and  be  useful 
to  yon  good  town ; '  and  he  pointed  to  the 
spires  of  Bath. 

•  My  stars ! '  cried  the  farmer,  *  he's  not 
mad  after  all ! '  And  so  thought  all  Ralph's 
neighbours,  when  buyers  came  and  workmen 
thronged  tq  the  new  quarry ;  and  scarcely  a 
gentleman's  house  or  public  buil^g  of  any 
description  could  be  commenced  in  Bath  with- 
out a  supply  of  stone  from  Mr.  Allen,  as  the 
Bath  postboy  was  now  deservedly  called. 

'Ralph  Allen's  making  his  fortune,'  was 
the  usual  remark  of  everybody  about  Bath 
when  the  quarry  was  mentioned ;  and  it  had 
now  grown  an  important  matter,  as  the  whole 
property  of  Combe  Down,  which  so  many 
farmers  had  called  a  dead  loss,  was  found  to 
be  one  vast  bed  of  the  best  building  stone. 

Ralph  was  making  money  fast,  and  his 
deposits  in  the  bank  increased  every  year; 
but  his  aims  did  not  end  there — the  ex- 
perience of  his  former  situation  in  the  post- 
office  was  at  length  employed  to  some  purpose. 
Sundry  useful  arrangements  and  inventions 
had  ^long  ago  made  his  name  and  abilities 
known  to  the  authorities  of  that  department. 
At  the  period  of  our  story,  the  post-office  in 
almost  every  county  was  farmed  by  some 
wealthy  or  enterprising  person,  who  took  its 
whole  revenue  and  expenses  in  his  own 
hands,  paying  to  the  government  a  certain 
sum  annually,  according  to  his  contract. 
Ralph,  who  had  acquired  a  considerable  ac- 
quaintance with  all  the  details  of  the  business, 
and  had,  besides,  the  good  opinion  of  the 
most  influential  functionaries,  proposed  to 
vest  the  small  fortune  already  gained  by  the 
Combe  Down  quarry  in  a  post-office  contract 
for  all  England;  and  his  proposal  was  ac- 
cepted. From  this  period  the  career  of 
Ralph  Allen  was  one  of  uninterrupted  pro- 
sperity. Under  his  administration,  the  post- 
office  revenue,  even  in  that  age  of  compara- 
tively little  letter-writing,  was  almost  doubled 
in  a  few  years,  owing  to  the  better  arrange- 
ments introduced  by  him  in  the  transmission 
of  mails,  and  various  postage  regulations. 
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which  have  made  his  name  celebrated  as  one 
of.  the  few  who  have  conferred  benefits  of  a 
'lasting  kind  on  their  native  country.  But 
Balph  Allen  was  destined  to  become,  if 
])ossible,  still  more  honourably  known  to 
fame.  From  his  earliest  youth  he  had  cul- 
tivated his  mind,  as  well  as  improved  his 
fortune;  as  without  the  former  endeavour, 
the  latter  would  have  been  but  half  success, 
though  wealth  had  been  gathered  like  the 
sand.  His  post-office  contract  in  a  short 
time  realised  such  an  income,  as  made  the 
proprietor  one  of  the  richest  men  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bath. 

Mrs.  Allen  had  lived  to  see  her  son's 
prudent  conduct  and  perseverance  rewarded 
to  an  extent  of  whicb  she  bad  never  dreamt ; 
and  the  good  dame  closed  her  days  in  peace 
and  comfort  in  the  pleasant  cottage  at  Combe 
Down,  having  nothing  to  regret,  and  no 
annoyance,  but  a  shadowy  fear,  which  at  times 
slightly  agitated  the  calm  current  of  her 
latter-day  thoughts,  that  Balph  was  buying 
too  many  books.  But  having  gained  the 
summit  of  his  early  ambition — a  well  and 
honourably-won  fortune — he  determined  to 
enjoy  it  agreeably  to  his  own  refined  taste, 
in  the  munificent  encouragement  of  arts  and 
literature.  He  had  acquired  general  respect  as 
well  as  riches ;  and  as  his  fortune  raised  him 
gradually  in  the  scale  of  society,  had  won  the 
esteem,  and  formed  the  acquaintance,  of  men 
celebrated  for  their  talents,  and  still  famous 
through  their  works.  Pope,  Fielding,  Swift, 
and  Goldsmith,  were  among  the  number  of 
his  friends;  and  the  titled  and  fashionable 
paid  a  mutual  tribute  to  merit  and  success, 
by  including  Mr.  Allen  in  their  most  select 
society. 

The  country  round  Bath  is  one  of  the 
finest  districts  in  England,  being  diversified 
with  beautiful  wood-crowned  hills  and  broad 
green  meadows :  one  property,  in  particular, 
popularly  called  Prior  Park,  had  long  at- 
tracted Ralph  Allen's  eye  from  the  barren 
slopes  of  Combe  Down,  and  there,  he  often 
said,  he  should  wish,  if  fortune  permitted  him, 
to  build  a  mansion  worthy  of  the  scene. 
This  project  was  at  last  put  in  execution. 
The  possessor  of  the  estate  ruined  his  affairs 
by  carelessness  and  extravagance  in  London : 
it  was,  in  congequence,  ofiercd  for  sale,  and 


Ralph  Allen,  Esq.,  became  the  purchaser  c^ 
Prior  Park.  Here,  on  the  slope  of  one  of 
those  wood-covered  hills  which  he  had  often 
admired,  a  splendid  mansion  was  erected 
under  his  own  superintendence,  whose  beau- 
tiful Corinthian  portico  and  tasteful  de- 
corations were  the  theme  of  praise  among  all 
the  lovers  of  art ;  the  former  especially  being 
still  regarded  as  unrivalled  in  English  archi- 
tectu  re.  Here  Ral  ph  retired  about  middle  life, 
leaving  the  field  of  active  industry  to  younger 
and  more  needy  aspiranta:  here  also  he 
gathered  round  him  the  most  polished  society 
of  that  fashionable  neighbourhood,  and  many 
of  the  authors,  the  purchase  of  whose  works 
had  once  astonished  his  mother.  Mr.  Allen 
is  well  known  to  all  conversant  with  the 
literature  of  those  times  as  its  judicious  and 
munificent  patron,  and,  in  particular,  as  the 
attached  friend  of  the  somewhat  irritable 
poet,  Alexander  Pope,  and  the  philosophic 
Bishop  Warburton. 

The  facts  of  his  story,  though  not  so  gene- 
rally known,  belong  to  real  life,  and  are 
verified  by  his  contemporaries,  and  they  offer 
a  lesson  of  how  much  may  be  achieved  by 
well-directed  energy  and  persevering  pru- 
dence.— Gfiambers's  Journal, 

THE  VIEWS  OF  SYDNEY. 

BY  EDWARD  L.   PEMBERTON,  AUTHOR  OF   *  FORGED 
SIAMPS:   now   TO   DETECT  TUEM.' 

Having  recently  had  many  opportunities  of 
examining  these  curious  and  rare  stamps,  I 
have  reason  to  think  that  the  notes  I  haw 
made  from  some  dozens  of  copies  may  prove 
interesting  to  the  readers  of  this  magazine ; 
and  as  I  have  made  some  attempt  at  arrang- 
ing the  marked  and  constant  varieties,  I  have 
concluded  this  paper  with  the  simplest  ar- 
rangement that  the  variations  of  the  originals 
will  permit. 

I  will  commence  by  giving  a  '  full,  true, 
and  particular  account '  of  the  picture  which 
forms  the  centre  in  all  stamps  of  this  issue; 
the  different  values  having  different  border- 
ings,  <&c.  It  must  be  remembered  that  very 
few  copies  will  clearly  show  ail  the  following 
points ;  they  having  been,  many  of  them, 
only  decided  after  much  thought  and  com- 
parison of  many  copies. 
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The  picture,  which  is  nsnallj  called  the 
*View  of  Sydney/  may  have  its  curious  face 
described  as  follows : 

To  the  left  hackgi\Aind  is  a  hill,  bearing  on 
its  brow  houses  and  a  church ;  at  its  base 
are  trees  (usually  two  in  number,  but  occa- 
sionally four),  which,  rather  resembling  firs, 
reminds  me,  in  the  account  of  New  Holland, 
published  in  the  Eneyclopcedia  BritanrUca, 
of  1797,  that,  *  instead  of  thatch,  they 
now  make  uae^of  shingles  made  from  a  cer* 
tain  tree  which  has  the  appearance  of  a  fir, 
but  produces  wood  like  English  oak.'  At 
the  foot  of  the  hill  is  a  man  ploughing,  very 
small  and  seldom  distinct ;  the  man  is 
usually  going  to  the  right  hand,  but  in  some 
stamps  he  is  evidently  ploughing  towards  the 
left  hand. 

To  the  right  hacJeground.  A  little  portion 
of  sea  with  a  ship  upon  it. 

In  the  left  foreground.  The  tutelar  deity  of 
Australia  (P),  seated  upon  a  bale  of  goods, 
with  a  beehive  at  her  back ;  in  her  right 
hand  is  a  something  which  I  scarcely  under- 
stand, it  is  more  like  a  whip  than  anything, 
bnt  it  can  scarcely  be  that ;  her  lefl  hand  is 
extended  to  raise  the  kneeling  figure  on  the 
right. 

Bight  foreground.  Female  and  male  figure 
standing ;  the  male  is  bareheaded,  and  holds 
in  his  left  hand  the  hat  of  the  period,  the 
right  seemingly  grasping  a  chain,  cord,  or 
halter  attached  to  the  knee^g  figure  at  his 
feet. 

In  the  front  foreground  may  be  seen  a  pick 
and  shovel,  and  at  the  feet  of  the  right-hand 
group  are  certain  round  pieces  (four,  five, 
six,  or  seven,  in  various  copies)  which,  taken 
in  connection  with  the  pick  and  shovel,  seem 
to  represent  nuggets  of  gold.*  I  at  first 
thought  they  represented  rings  of  a  chain, 
but  1  can  scarcely  think  so  after  seeing 
many  different  varieties.  In  penny  stamps 
they  are  large,  round,  clear  circles,  but  in 
most  twopenny  stamps  they  are  simply 
shapeless  dots. 

Those  who  have  Moens'  beautiful  lUustra- 
tions  will  not  find  my  account  agree  with  his 

*  [If  these  interesting  impressions  are  fac-similes  of  the 
colonial  seal,  as  stated  on  good  authority,  these  can 
scarcely  be  intended  for  nuggets ;  for  most  probably  the 
leal  was  designed  long  before  the  great  Au^itralian  gold 
rerolution.— Ed.] 


rendering  of  the  picture.  What  I  consider 
a  pick  and  shovel,  he  makes  into  two  squares 
or  oblongs ;  and  he  places  Anstraliana  upon 
the  broad,  but  uncomfortable,  part  of  a  cru- 
sader's shield.  I  certainly  consider  Austra- 
liana's  seat  to  be  a  bale  of  goods,  the  side 
which  we  see  being  divided  into  four  parts 
by  the  cord  around  it.  Moens  makes  his 
shield  to  come  to  a  point  at  the  bottom,  but 
I  never  saw  a  *  view '  in  which  my  bale  was 
not  as  broad  at  its  base  as  on  the  top.  I  find 
that  each  of  the  quarters,  into  which  the 
cording  divides  the  side  of  the  bale,  has  some 
device  in  it.  The  two  lower  ones  show  the 
date  of  the  founding  of  the  colony  at  Sydney, 
1788  (the  lefl  quarter  bearing  17,  the  right 
having  88).  The  upper  quarters  are  ususdly 
smaller  than  the  lower,  and  in  all  penny 
stamps  are  blank.  It  is  only  in  some  few  of 
the  twopenny  that  we  can  there  find  any- 
thing, and  the  twopenny  being,  as  a  rule,  less 
clearly  printed  than  the  penny  ones,  it  is 
very  speculative  on  my  part  to  say  that  the 
scratches  in  the  left  top  quarter  are  meant 
for  *  N*^*  The  little  that  is  to  be  seen  in  the 
right  top  quarter  I  thought  might  be  a  star, 
but  as  two  of  my  correspondent  proclaim  it 
a  sheep,  I  fancy  it  must  be  so.  Though,  as 
one  of  these  gentlemen  pleasantly  writes  me, 
*  Not  one  of  your  rotund  Bingley-Hall  kind 
of  fleecy  heroes,  but  a  veritable  colonial  fel- 
low, long  in  neck  and  of  the  clothes-horse 
form  of  quadruped,  and  not  an  unlikely  em- 
blem for  a  colonial  imagination  to  seize.' 

It  is  averred  that  this  view  is  taken  from 
the  seal  of  the  colony ;  of  this  I  can  say  no- 
thing, but  I  have  naturally  felt  curious  as  to 
the  actual  meaning  of  the  picture,  and  in 
offering  the  following  suggestions  I  must 
explain  that  I  have  no  grounds  for  my  hypo- 
thesis, except  the  items  themselves  found  in 
the  view.  The  probable  and  very  possible 
meaning  of  this  view,  with  its  various  incon- 
gruities of  showing  the  date  1788  in  connec- 
tion with  houses  and  a  church — ^which  latter 
could  never  have  been  built  in  that  year  or 
for  many  successive  ones — seems  to  show 
that  the  whole  meaning  is  an  allegorical  one. 
In  this  practical  age  it  is  pleasant  to  find 
allegory  in  anything,  especially  in  so  matter- 
of-fact  a  study  as  that  of  postage  stamps. 
Possibly  our  view  means  this :  the  left-hand 
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fifnire  is  the  tutelar  deity  of  the  New  World 
(Anstnilia),  i-eceiving  with  open  btaid  the 
wretched  convict,  presented  to  her  by  the 
liciires  on  the  right,  just  landed  in  Sydney 
(Jannary,  ]  788)  from  the  ship  represented 
on  the  right  hand.  From  its  history  we 
learn  that  one  ship  came  here  first,  and  re- 
turned to  conduct  the  remainder  of  the  fleet, 
of  which  it  formed  a  part,  to  this  snperb 
natural  harbonr.  Auetra- 
liana  is  surrounded  by  evi- 
dences of  fature  greatness 
and  prosperity,  typical  of 
the  wonderful  changes 
which  resulted  from  the 
convicia'  settlement  there- 
in. "  The  plough,  the  town 
with  its  church,  the  pick,  shovel,  and  nnggeta, 
the  bale  of  wool  or  of  goodn,  the  beehive,  all 
seem  to  me  to  te  typical  of  the  effects  of  that 
landing  which  the  right-hand  group  repre- 
sents. 

AKRANOEHENT  OF  TUB    FEKHY  AND  TWUrENNV 
HTAHF8. 

I.  Houses  detached  and  chnrch  separated 
from  them,  hill  shaded  in  a  gentle  fall  from 
left  to  right,  sea  and  shore  distinct  (i.e.,  the 
sea  having  billows  and  the  shore  shaded  by 
horizontal  lines)  ;  usually  on  dull  white. 

Id.  red,  with  clouds. 
Id.  red,  without  clouds. 

•«■  Variable  in  the  sliade  of  red. 

II.  Houses  less  detached,  being  more  in 
a  row,  shading  as  above ;  on  tinted  and  on 
blue  paper. 

id.  lake,  with  clouds. 
Id.  lake,  without  cluuds. 

III.  HouBes  in  one  long  row,  onding  with 
the  church,  sea  and  shore  uniformly  shaded 
by  horizontal  lines,  hill  unshaded.  Star  in 
each  comer  has  four  long  rays,  the  rest 
being  only  n^ged  lines ;  no  clouds. 

Id.  lake,  on  yellowish  paper. 
Id.  lake-i-ed,  on  dull  white. 

IV.  Spandrils  horizontal  waved  lines, 
view  as  type  II.  but  with  very  littlo  shading, 
coraers  an  eight-equal-rayed  star,  clouds 
almost  wanting;  ou  dull  white. 

2d.  pale  blue,  deep  blue. 

V.  Spandfils  with  a  few  remains  of  hori- 
zontal waved  Hoes,  view  as  in  I.  but  with 
very  little  shading,  comers  eight-rayed  star, 


rays  not  joined  in  their  centre,  clouds  almoal 
wanting. 

2d.  blue. 
VI.     Spandrils  of  close  horizontal  waved 
lines,  view  nearly  as  in  I.,  star  with  four  long 
thick   rays  and  four  shorter   ones,  clond^B 


2d.  dull  blue. 
VII,  Spandrils  of  perpendicular  waved 
lines,  houses  as  in  III.  but  smaller,  comers 
very  like  HI.,  hill  and  sea  unshaded,  shore 
slightly  shaded,  clouds  veiy  fine ;  whole  en- 
graving fine  but  rough ;  on  dull  yeUowish- 
white. 

2d.  blue. 


NEWLY-ISSUED  OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

The  representation  of  the  Danish  envelope, 

iully   described  in  last  month's  magazine, 

heads  our  present  article,  and  the  2  r^es  of 

the  recent  issue  of  Spain, 

of  which  the   six  species 

<k  were  also  chronicled  in  the 
u.  same  number,  forms  its  tail- 
9  piece. 
P  It  falls  to  our  duty  this 
'  month,  and  a  verj-  pleasing 
one  it  is,  to  herald  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  complete 
faeries  of  Turkish  stamps,  noticed  in  our 
last  number  as  forthcoming.  They  are  no 
fewer  than  eleven  in  number,  and  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  lowest  denomination — 10 
paras  green — is  subjoined. 

We  believe  that  beautiful  city  and  home 
of  the  arts — Munich— may  boast  of  produc- 
ing these  really  elegant  stamps,  which  will 
tend  so  greatly  to  embellish  the  collector's 
album.  The  former  set,  of  such  outlandish 
and  oriental  appearance,  so  totally  unlike 
every  existing  stamp,  formed  an  interesting 
contrast  to  the  endless  chsjiges  rung  ua 
heads  and  arms,  and  ever  relieving  the  eye 
for  awhile  when  resting  on  the  page  con- 
taining them,  may  thus  retire  from  active 
duty  with  credit  and  dignity. 

Their  modem  superseders,  keeping  march 
at  the  same  time  with,  and  worthily  emulat- 
ing the  finest  existiug  impressions,  retain 
sufficient  characteristics  of  tho  semi-oricutal 
empire  they  represent,  t«  present  a  perfectly 
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distinctive  and  Btnking  appearance.  The 
;  annexed  engravins*  ren- 
?  ders  a  foil  description  sn- 
pererogatory  i  suffice  it  to 
say  that  they  are  printed 
on  paper  of  a  good  consiet- 
ence,  vying  in  this  respect 
with  any  current  stunp. 
They  are,  moreover,  im> 
proved  l^  the  nseful  aystem  of  perforation, 
which  we  wonder  has  nut  yet  come  into 
universal  use.  The  impression  is  printed  in 
colour  on  white,  but  the  Tnrlclsli  chat«ct«ra 
above,  below,  and  on  either  side  are  quite 
black,  and,  on  the  lighter  colours  especially, 
pleasingly  heighten  the  effect  of  the  device. 
The  coloors  and  valnes  are — 10  paras  green ; 
20  paras  yellow -brown ;  1  piastre  lilac;  2 
piastres,  bine ;  5  piastres,  pink ;  and  25 
piastres  red,  for  the  Ottoman  empire  in 
general ;  and  I  piastre,  2,  5,  25  piastres, 
and  20  paras,  all  uniformly  brown,  for  Con- 
stantinople exclusively. 

A  correspondent  calls  our  attention  to  the 
provisional  20  centesimi  of  Italy.  Most  of 
our  readers  must  have  seen  it  ere  this.  To 
those  who  may  not  have  done  so  we  may 
merely  mention  that  the  value  is  obliterated 
by  a  semicircalar  stamped  bar ;  the  figures 
20  are  impressed  in  the  upper  right  and 
lower  left,  and  c  for  centesimi  in  the  upper 
left  and  lower  right  comers. 

New  Granada,  which  has  transmitted  to 
us  a  set  for  every  year  since  its  first  appear- 
ance in  the  stamp  world,  now  ushers  forth 
its  seventh  series.  They  ai'e  an  improve- 
ment on  the  last,  bnt  scarcely  come  up  to 
the  delicacy  of  the  first  two  issues,  nor  pre- 
sent the  imposing  appearance  of  the  tlurd. 
They  are  printed  in  colour  on  white,  and  are 
still  imimproved  by  perforation.  The  central 
oval  contains  the  same  arms 
as  usual,  but  they  are  rather 
obscured  by  the  quasi-sup- 
porting Find  really  embsj- 
rassiiig  flags  at  the  sides. 
An  eagle,  uot  before  intro- 
dnced,  hovers  over  the  arms. 
The  nine  stars  are  expelled 
the  central  field,  and  take  refuge  in  the  en> 
circling  oval  ring.  The  inscription  is  as  before, 
and  the  value  still  shows  below.     The  oma^ 


mentation  filling  in  the  spandrils  is  veiy 
so-so  in  design.  The  valnes  yet  seen  are, 
6  centesimos  orange ;  10  c.  violet ;  20  c. 
blue  i  and  50  c.  green.  Monnt  Brown  makes 
no  mention  of  a  I  peso  as  existent  in  the 
sixth  series;  but  Maury  both  catalogues  and 
prices  it,  giving  the  colour  as  rose.  Most 
probably  there  is  a  corresponding  stamp, 
same  colour  and  value,  in  the  series  here 
Commemorated. 

A  new  issue  for  St.  Lucia  has  lately  ap- 
peared,  superseding  the  old  ones.  The  same 
die  is  employed,  no  value  being  indicated. 
They  are  now— penny  black,  fourpence  yel- 
low, sixpeuce  violet,  and  one-shilling  orange. 
We  hear  of  a  stamp  having  just  made  its 
appearance  from  the  province  of  Ecuador. 

The  dull-coloured,  unattractive  8  cents  of 
Hong  Kong  is  changed  for  the  better  to  a 
bright  chrome  yellow  ;  and  the  dingy  black 
of  the.  highest  denomination  has  gone  a  step  in 
the  other  direction,  and  become  a  dirty  brown. 

The  13  cents  of  Holland  ■ 
has  now  really  appeared,  and  I 
completes  the  current  series.  H 
The2Gentesimiofltalymakes  E 
its  debut  on  the  1st  of  March.  I 
TheBiugularityofthe4cuartoB  B 

Spanish  of  the  present  set  is  E  

accounted  for  by  the  foct  of  the  non-comple- 
tion of  the  perforating  machines  in  time  for 
the  issue  of  its  cogeners. 

PARMA  TO  MILAN. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

The  subjoined  engraving  ia  the  rarer  variety 
of  the  newspaper  stamp  of 
Modena,  alluded  to  in  our 
last  number. 

The  four  issues  of  Par- 
mese  postage  stamps,  of 
which  the  majority  were 
once  so  nire  and  sought  after, 
thanks  to  reprints  for  unused, 
and  the  spread  of  timbrophily  in  Italy  for 
cancelled  impressions,  may  now  be  seen  indi- 
vidually represented  in  almost  every  collec- 
tion. The  three  individuals  of  the  first  series 
are,  however — not  having  been  revived— 
seldom  found  in  a  clean  state,  except  in  the 
choicest  albums  of  original  collectors.  We 
believe  the  provisional  set,  from  the  uupre- 
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tending  simplicity  of  their  device  and  their 
then  great  rarity,  may  lay  claim  to  the 
dnbions  honour  of  originating  stamp  for- 
geries ;  and  we  well  remember  the  storm  of 
indignation  raised  against  their  innocent 
vendor,  who  had  allowed  himself  to  be 
deceived  into  porchasing  and  distiibnting  a 
large  number  of  the  impostors. 

Either  Murray  or  Bradshaw,  we  forget 
which,  dubs  Modena  as  having  the  appear- 
ance of  a  German  rather  than  an  Italian 
town.  The  compiler  must  have  meant 
Parma,  in  which  the  absence  of  the  arcades, 
so  noticeable  in  Modena,  Bologna,  <&c.,  tends 
much  to  lessen  the  idea  of  your  being  in  a 
city  of  Italy. 

Here,  too,  as  in  many  other  once  sovereign 
cities,  the  Fai*nese  palace  is  desecrated  into  a 
military  schooL  The  love  of  Italian  unity 
must  have  been  marvellously  strong  in  the  in- 
habitants of  such  capitals  as  Parma,  to  induce 
their  agitation  for  the  removal  of  the  nominal 
yoke  of  their  native  princes  for  that  of  a  com- 
parative stranger ;  sinking,  too,  as  they  have 
done,  from  the  rank  of  a  prince's  residence 
to  that  of  second  or  third-rate  country 
towns. 

The  Duomo,  fronted  by  its  enormous  lions 
of  red  marble,  is  a  most  imposing  building. 
We  question  whether  the  partly-faded  fres- 
coes, nearly  covenng  the  interior  walls  of  the 
edifice,  do  not  produce  a  more  imposing  effect 
in  their  decay  than  in  all  the  dazzling  splen- 
dour of  their  first  freshness.  We  imagine 
the  general  appearance  must  have  been  too 
theatrical,  too  much  like  the  transformation 
scene  in  a  pantomime. 

Murray  styles  the  Baptistery  the  most 
splendid  in  Italy.  We  think  it  yields  the 
palm  to  either  that  of  Pisa  or  Florence.  The 
latter  is  more  richly,  the  former  more  chastely 
beautifril. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  duchies  are  a  much 
handsomer  race  than  those  of  more  northern 
Italy.  At  every  step  we  meet  with  the  origi- 
nals of  the  heads  one  sees  in  the  most  admired 
paintings  of  the  old  masters  Clear  olive 
complexions,  glossy  black  hair,  brilliant  eyes, 
and  fine  Roman  noses,  are  the  rule.  In 
marked  contrast  to  the  hideous  hats  worn  by 
Paris  snobs  and  French  provincials  gene- 
rally, of  which  the  neighbourhood  of  Leicester 


Square  furnishes  plenty  of  specimens,  self- 
coloured  hats,  with  very  high  crowns  and 
brims  of  proportionate  dimensions,  seem  the 
'thing'  for  visiting  and  promenading  wear 
in  the  towns  of  this  part  of  Italy,  and  soft 
wide-awakes,  square  or  round-crowned,  far 
morning  lounge. 

An  individual  there  told  us  he  had  sold 
thirty-two  of  Moens*  stamp  albums,  so  there 
must  be  at  least  that  number  of  timbro- 
phiUsts  in  Parma.  As  we  remarked  else- 
where, the  late  duchess  was,  and  her  son  is, 
a  zealous  collector.  It  is  a  good  proof  of 
the  rise  and  fiill  in  the  value  of  particular 
specimens,  that  we  lately  received  a  letter 
therefrom,  offering  twenty-five  of  various 
denominations  of  the  old  issues  of  Parma  in 
exchange  for  a  Mulready. 

The  scurolo  or  crypt  of  the  Duomo  is  the 
handsomest,  loftiest,  and  best-lighted  of  any 
we  have  seen.  To  make  room  for  this  under- 
church,  the  choir  is  ascended  by  an  imposing 
flight  of  steps.  Those  of  Modena  and  Pia- 
cenza  are  also  more  roomy  and  less  dark  than 
most  crypts,  but  not  so  richly  ornamented 
with  carved  pillars  and  monuments  as  that 
of  Parma.  St.  Lucia  must  have  been  the 
court  church,  from  the  appearance  of  the 
elaborately  carved  and  gilt  gallery  pews, 
which  put  one  more  in  mind  of  the  prhrate 
boxes  at  a  theatre  than  conveniences  for 
religious  worship. 

If  Parma  cannot  boast  of  producing  the 
cheese  bearing  its  name,  the  neighbourhood 
affords  some  of  the  richest  and  finest-flavoured 
we  ever  tasted,  scarcely,  if  at  all,  inferior  to 
Stilton.  This,  with  some  delicious,  strong, 
full-bodied,  sparkling,  deep  red  wine,  also  of 
native  growth,  was  a  welcome  adjunct  to  the 
best  suppers  we  had  in  Italy. 

The  vineyards  on  the  road  from  Parma 
towards  the  west  are  the  vineyards  of  the 
poets.  Unlike  those  of  G^ermany,  Belgium, 
and  other  part^  of  Italy,  which  are  less 
picturesque  than  a  Kentish  hop-ground, 
they  have  the  g^pes  hanging  in  losdons 
clusters  from  graceful  festoons  stretching 
from  tree  to  tree. 

We  passed  the  dried-up  bed  of  the  Taro, 
whose  distant  banks  testify  what  a  magni- 
ficent stream  it  must  be  in  the  winter  months; 
and  had  a  good  view  of  the  splendid  bridge 
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boUt  by  direction  of  the  ex-empress,  one  of 
the  finest  ranks  of  arcbes  in  tne  world,  in 
length  nearly  doubling  that  of  Waterloo. 
The  many  dry  streams  met  with  in  the 
otherwise  lovely  country  we  are  commemo- 
rating, rather  deteriorate  from  the  effect  of 
the  landscape.  On  a  previous  occasion,  we 
lost  the  effect  of  the  beautiful  Amo,  in 
Florence,  and  could  have  crossed  its  pebbly 
channel  dry  shod. 

'  Don't  let*s  get  into  the  wrong  train !  *  met 
onrears  on  reaching  the  station  at  Piaceuza; 
and,  from  the  confusion  caused  by  two 
counter  arrivals,  it  was  no  supererogatorv 
exclamation.  The  persistence  with  which 
waiters  on  the  continent  force  beef  on  every 
traveller  suspected  to  be  English,  was  exem- 
plified here,  by  their  success  in  palming  off 
hard  hifteck  instead  of  the  well-dressed,  tender 
veal  cutlets  of  the  place,  on  the  party  of 
British  tourists  from  one  of  whom  issued 
the  quoted  exclamation. 

Piacenza  may  boast  of  many  churches 
architecturally  or  otherwise  deserving  atten- 
tion. The  Duomo  is  a  fine  pile,  replete  with 
monuments,  frescoes,  paintings,  &c.  We 
are  not  aware  that  any  particular  festival 
was  being  prepared  for,  or  whether  the 
red  damask  and  tawdry  tinsel  covering  the 
noble  columns  were  permanent  decorations. 
Fancy  the  fine  pillars  of  Westminster  Abbey 
or  St.  Paul's  thus  desecrated !  St.  Antonino, 
the  original  cathedral,  contains  a  finely-con- 
ceived *  Last  Supper,'  in  which  the  grouping 
i&  highly  superior  to  that  in  the  celebrated 
painting  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci.  We  longed 
to  take  copies  of  some  of  the  designs  in  the 
magnificently  illuminated  old  missals  and 
choir  books,  carefully  chained  to  their  desks 
in  the  Dnomp. 

We  w-ere  reminded  of  some  of  the  Vene- 
tian streets,  by  the  long,  narrow  Contrada 
DriUa,  leading  from  the  Duomo  to  the  Piazza 
dei  Cavalli,  which  we  took  the  trouble  of 
threading  and  rethreading,  having  forgotten 
to  look  at  the  iron  cage  abutting  from  the 
old  campanile,  where  state  prisoners  used  to 
be  exposed  to  the  gaze  of  the  multitude. 
The  spacious  '  Square  of  the  Horses '  presents 
he  grandest  coup  d*  ceil  in  Piacenza;  with 
shops,  cafes,  and  public  buildings  on  three 
sid^  and  the  partly-Saracenic  stately  pile 


of  the  Palazzo  del  Commune,  or  town-hall, 
at  the  other. 

As  for  the  gloriously-striking  equestrian 
statues  of  Alexander  Farnese  and  his  son 
Ranuccio,  the  *  hero  of  the  clock  story,'  we 
wish  they  could  be  carried  through  the  air, 
like  Prince  Camaralzaman,  and  transplanted 
to  some  vacant  spot  in  England. 

These  chef  d'  ceuvrea  of  Francesco  Mocchi, 
like  the  equestrian  bronzes  with  which  we 
are  too  familiarized  in  England,  are  certainly 
motionless ;  but  unlike  them,  they  look  as  If 
they  had  been  in  movement  or  were  able  to 
move.  The  critic  quoted  by  Murray  cavils 
at  them  as  '  wanting  the  repo8e  which  consti- 
tutes the  truly  beautiful  in  art.'  For  all  we 
know  to  the  contrary,  he  may  have  given  a 
friendly  hint  to  the  modeller  or  designer  of 
the  wooden-looking  metal  presentiment  of 
the  Iron  Duke  in  the  Green  Park.  It  is,  in 
good  sooth,  a  complete  specimen  of  the  sim- 
plicity and  repose  he  so  much  lauds.  Like 
Theseus  in  Hades,  on  the  stone 

*  Sedct,  tctcrnumque  sedebit ; ' 

unless  a  friendly  earthquake  or  a  second 
Erith  explosion  should  have  power  (which 
we  almost  doubt)  to  shake  it  from  its  starched 
propriety. 

Postage* stamp  collecting  is  confined  in 
Piacenza  chiefly  to  the  upper  classes.  We 
stayed  there  but  a  few  hours,  and  managed 
to  get  introductions  at  the  rate  of  a  noble 
per  hour. 

Our  next  halt  was  at  Lodi.  Here  we  saw 
the  first-fruits  of  Messrs.  Babbage  &  Bass's 
exertions,  in  the  shape  of  a  hurdy-gurdy  boy, 
the  only  one  we  met  with  in  Italy,  wending 
his  way  from  England  to  his  native  Parma. 
The  grand  piazza  of  Lodi  is  full  of  bustle  and 
animation,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  popu* 
lation  of  the  place  evidently  making  it  their 
evening  lounge.  The  fine  Duomo,  in  the 
Lombard  style  of  architecture,  is  at  the  south- 
eastern comer,  and  near  it  the  picturesque 
Palazzio  del  Commune. 

The  prevalent  fashion  of  earrings  among 
the  males  of  the  inferior  classes  in  Belgium 
and  Germany,  reaches  two  or  three  grades 
higher  in  Italy ;  where  gold  knobs,  like  the 
heads  of  nails,  fikstened  in  some  way  to  the 
lobe  of  the  ear,  take  the  place  of  the  plain 
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hoop.  On  the  celebrated  bridge  of  Lodi  we  first 
noticed,  and  afterwards  in  Paris,  the  gold 
knob  superseded  by  a  tnrquoise. 

The  handsome  railway  terminns  of  Milan 
shows  to  advantage  after  the  comparatively 
indifferent  stations  of  the  second-rate  towns. 
Since  onr  visit  last  year,  the  completion  of 
the  cathedral  is  considerably  advanced,  and 
notwithstanding  the  want  of  architectural 
uniformity,  we  think  this  dazzHng  edifice 
must  claim  the  highest  rank  in  point  of 
beauty.  The  shabby  doors  of  the  west  front 
and  the  sheds  on  the  south-east  are  certainly 
lamentable  disfigurements. 

The  former  capital  of  Lombardy  is  so 
familiar  to  tourists,  that  its  objects  of  inte- 
rest barely  mentioned — such  as  the  stone 
man,  the  Corinthian  portico,  the  church  of 
St.  Ambrosio,  with  its  remarkable  terra-cotta 
figures,  and  valuable  library,  4c. — are  suffi- 
cient for  the  recollection  of  many  a  reader. 

The  vast  proportion  of  the  deformed  in 
Italy  cannot  but  strike  the^eye  of  the  traveller. 
We  have  an  idea  that  the  great  number  of 
levatrici  accredite  may  have  something  to  do 
with  it.  The  curio  as  hash  that  foreigners 
always  make  of  English  proper  names,  was 
exemplified  in  a  play  bill  we  saw  in  Milan. 
One  of  the  characters  was  Mistris  Bradlez, 
and  in  the  Official  Baikomj  Guide  of  that  city 
we  fiud  Yaterloo  and  Enten  Square  stations. 
In  the  'street  of  the  booksellers*  was  a 
notice  to  the  effect  that  the  best  arow  root 
could  be  procured  at  a  certain  shop.  This 
street,  and  those  of  the  goldsmiths  in  Milan 
and  Genoa^  are  interesting  as  almost  the 
only  relics  of  the  middle-age  custom  of  de- 
voting streets  to  particuls^  callmgs,  unless 
we  add  our  own  Paternoster  Bow  as  the 
'  street  of  the  publishers,'  Monmouth  Street 
as  the  '  street  of  old  clothes,'  and  another 
street  in  St.  Giles's  as  that  *of  the  bird-cages.' 

We  met  with  one  or  two  collectors  in 
iMilan,  possessed  of  well  supplied  albums. 
The  Italians  appear  to  have  an  exaggerated 
idea  of  the  ease  with  which  our  rarer  colonials 
are  procurable,  and  think  an  Englishman  has 
only  to  be  asked,  to  be  able  to  produce  any 
required  specimen.  We  are  continually  re- 
quested to  supply  the  tenpenny  Van  Diemen's 
Land.  One  pcoiy  wanted  half-a-dozen  of 
the  blue  shilling  New  South  Wales,  of  which 


we  believe  two  or  three  specimens  only  exist 
The  mention  of  this  stamp  reminds  us  of  a 
proof  of  the  eightpenny  laurel  crown  that  we 
saniC  lately  printed  in  blue. 

In  some  back  streets  of  Milan  may  still  be 
witnessed  the  antiquated  system  of  lighting, 
so  graphically  described  by  Dickens  in  his 
Pictwes  of  Italy ;  that  of  hoisting  the  lamps 
previously  lighted  in  the  roadway,  by  means 
of  ropes  and  chains  across  the  narrow  streets. 

The  large  proportion  of  French  silver  and 
gold  coin  current  throughout  North  Italy  is 
noteworthy.  The  effigy  of  King  Victor  is 
much  less  common  than  those  of  the  various 
late  dynasties  of  France.  In  change  for  a 
Napoleon  we  once  received,  in  Mihuo,  speci- 
mens of  the  coinage  of  the  earlier  and  late 
republics,  Louis  XVIII.,  Charles  X.,  Louts 
Philippe,  and  both  Napoleons. 

Etymologists  tell  us  that  the  word  rmUinef 
is  derived  from  Milan,  like  numtuc^tMiker  from 
Mantua,  and  the  obsolete  paduasoy  from 
Padua  whence  it  was  generated.  If  we  mis- 
take not,  the  term  *"  millinery '  is  now  confined 
exclusively  to  those  articles  of  ladies'  dress 
appertaining  to  the  head  alone,  and  is  a  ^rooi 
of  the  abnormal  vagaries  of  language,  as  at 
the  time  of  its  introduction  into  our  verna- 
cular the  ladies  of  Milan  neither  wore  caps 
nor  bonnets. 

We  procured  an  introduction  to  the  en- 
graver of  some  of  the  rejected  essays  for  the 
ItaliaA  government,  who  politely  fietvoured  us 
with  some  of  his  productions;  and  on  his 
wishing  to  see  some  specimens  of  the  stamps 
of  different  countries,  as  a  '  wrinkle '  for 
future  guidance,  he  unhesitatingly  awarded 
the  palm  of  merit  to  the  fiftultless  one-cent 
of  Nova  Scotia.  When  will  England,  whose 
colonial  children  with  scarcely^«n  exception 
publish  such  well-designed  and  attractive 
postal  emissions,  delight  the  timbrophiltst 
with  a  production  worthy  her  wealth,  power, 
and  fame  ? 

REVIEWS  OP  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONa 
Catalogue  complet  des  Timbres-Poste^  avec  les 

prix  OMxqueh  on  petU  Be  les  procurer  chez, 

Paris :  A.  Maubt. 
Tuis  is  the  most  elegant  and  attractive-lock- 
ing priced  catalogue  of  postage  stamps  we 
have  ever  seen.     It  is  clearly  and  cai^olly 
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Srinted  on  rose-tinted  paper,  interleaved  in 
lank  for  the  purpose  of  annotations.  The 
cover,  of  a  pale  buff  hue,  is  tastefully  orna- 
mented with  ten  engravings  of  choice  stamps 
in  vermilion  and  black  alternately. 

Like  the  Swiss  catalo^e  which  we  duly 
chronicled  last  month,  the  present  volume 
recapitulates  every  known  stamp,  and  the 
price  at  which  it  may  be  procurable  from  the 
publisher.  For  once  the  tenpenny  Van  Die- 
men's  Land  is  judiciously  withdrawn  un- 
priced. The  author  wisely  inserts  a  '  nota  * 
to  the  effect  that  *  it  may  be  readily  compre- 
hended he  does  not  possess  the  totality  of  the 
quoted  specimens ;  and  that  those  who  apply 
to  him  for  individuals,  especially  the  rarer 
sorts,  would  do  well  to  mention  what  others 
they  would  like  in  place  of  those  wanting  for 
the  completion  of  the  order.*  This  is  a  very 
necessary  announcement,  but  it  is  by  no 
means  impossible  that  the  collector  really 
wants  those  he  asks  for  and  no  others. 
What  is  to  be  done  in  that  case  ?  We  lately 
sent  for  a  few  advertised  old  emissions  of 
Spain  from  the  emanator  of  one  of  these 
priced  catalogues.  Out  of  ten  or  a  dozen 
desiderata  we  received  one  only,  and  that 
was  charged  us  exactly  double  the  catalogued 
price !  We  can  neither  style  this  mode  of 
doing  business  otherwise  than  untradesman- 
like  and  dishonourable,  to  use  no  stronger 
terms. 

Ber  Deutsche  Briefrnurken'Sammler.  Organ 
des  Briefmarken-Verkehrs,  Hamburg : 
(Jebr.  Spiro. 

This  addition  to  the  existing  number  of  Ger- 
man postage-stamp  magazines  is  a  ftirther 
proof  of  the  non-decadence  of  timbrophily. 
The  magazine  here  under  notice  is  a  bonii 
fide  postage-stamp  journal,  the  greater  part 
of  it  not  being  filled  up  with  advertisements, 
as  is  the  case  with  many  others.  It  is  also 
published  gratis,  which  will  tend  in  no  small 
deg^ree,  in  these  hard  times,  to  its  extension 
of  circulation.  We  do  not  comprehend  how 
this  liberality  will  conduce  to  the  profit  of 
the  enterprising  publishers,  but  suppose  they 
know  their  own  business  best.  The  work  is 
replete  with  much  interesting  information, 
and  will  prove  a  valuable  appendage  to  the 
timbrophilist's  hbrary. 


POSTAL   CHIT-CHAT. 

The  rechebche  Collection  of  a  private  gentle- 
man, in  London,  lately  sold  for  the  large  sum  of  £300. 

334,064,610  Adhesive  Sta3CF8,  26,644,300  stamped  en- 
velopes, and  1,574,500  newspaper  wrappers  were  issued 
from  the  United  States  Post-office  during  the  past  fiscal 
year. 

Under  the  influence  op  Cheap  Postaob,  corres- 
pondence between  the  provinces  and  the  capital  has  so 
largely  increased  that  at  the  present  time  264  post  towns 
in  the  United  Kingdom  send  a  day  mail  to  London,  73 
towns  send  three  day  mails  to  iJoudon,  15  towns  send 
four  day  mails,  &nd  6  send  five  day  mails. 

The  Paris  Correspondent  of  the  Bttiip  Telegraph 
informs  stamp  collectors  of  the  advent  of  a  new  Mexican 
issue  in  the  following  complimentary  terms : — *  If  the  rage 
for  collecting  postage  stamps  still  continues  among  you, 
it  may  interest  the  persons  afflicted  with  that  wild  insanity 
to  know  that  letters  have  been  received  in  Paris  bearing 
the  first  Imperial  Mexican  stamp.' 

Hr.  William  Humphrys,  line  engraver,  died  on 
January  2l8t,  at  Genoa,  aged  71*  He  was  much  em- 
ployed on  vignettes  for  the  ornamentation  of  bank  notes 
and  other  paper  securities,  and  the  well-known  portraits 
of  Queen  Victoria  on  our  postage  stamps  are  all  produced 
by  mechanical  multiplication  from  the  steel  plate  origi- 
nally engraved  by  Humphry's. 

The  Mail  from  Shbuman's  Army,  by  the  At  ago, 
reached  the  New  York  post-office  at  half-past  six  o'clock 
on  Friday  night,  and  the  last  of  more  than  200,000  letters 
was  despatched  oy  the  Erie  line  at  a  quarter  past  four  the 
next  afternoon.  The  stamps  not  having  been  cancelled, 
this  labour  was  necessarily  performed  in  the  New  York 
post-office,  and  employed  fiheen  men  throughout  the 
night  and  up  to  noon  on  Saturday.  Twenty  men  were 
required  to  sort  the  letters.  This  is  the  largest  mail  that 
the  New  York  post-office  ever  received. 

We  give  the  following  extract  firom  the  lUue^ 
trated  London  News  of  October  16th,  1858,  as  an  evidence 
of  the  ignorance  which  prevailed  concerning  postage 
stamps  before  collecting  came  in  vogue.  *  Postage  stamps 
have  been  introduced  into  Spain.  They  are  square,  and 
the  colours  are  pink,  green,  and  brown.  Within  a  circular 
border  is  the  representation  of  Queen  Isabella.  The 
values  of  the  Spanish  stamps  are  l^d.,  2|d.,  and  5d.' 
This  remarkable  and  accurate  information  forms  part  of 
the  *  Epitome  of  news' ! 

A  Postman  in  Difficulties. — A  letter  from  Cochin 
China  mentions  that  the  arrival  of  letters  at  Barriah  from 
Sai|^on  was  recently  delayed  by  a  singular  incident.  The 
native  who  acts  as  courier  being  some  time  over-due,  the 
commander  of  the  place  sent  a  detachment  to  sec  what 
had  become  of  him,  when,  after  an  hour's  march,  the 
troops  found  the  unfortunate  Indian  perched  at  the  top  of 
a  high  bamboo,  while  two  enormous  tigers  were  at  the 
foot  rolling  over  the  letter-box.  The  courier  was  lel^ised 
from  his  uncomfortable  position  and  enabled  to  continue 
his  journey. 

A  Yankee  Stamp  Announcement.— A  blockade 
stamp  of  the  *  Southern  Confederacjr, '  that  vain,  hollow, 
and  tottering  fabric  which  is  now  in  its  last  agonies^  is 
the  latest  novelty  on  this  side.  A  large  rectangle  with 
chequered  border,  inscribed  *  blockade  postage  to 
EViioPE,  ONE  DOLLAR, '  which  we  must  give  the  aforesaid 
confederacy  the  justice  to  say  is  dirt  cheap.  What! 
four  cents  United  States  money  for  conveying  half  an 
ounce  of  the  burning  ebullitions  of  the  Southern  Chivalry 
to  their  cold-hearted  friends  in  Europe,  with  all  the  risks 
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and  dangers  attendant  on  an  excursion  through  a  fleet  of 
Yankee  cruisers !  why  it's  cheap,  that's  what  it  is,  won- 
derfully cheap. — Stamp'ColUctoi'* 9  Record^  Albany^  N.  Y, 

An  amuhixo  story  is  told  respecting  the  Berlin 
General  Post-Office.  A  letter  recently  arrived  there  from 
England,  bearing  the  high  address,  *  William  I.,  King  of 
Prussia.'  The  sorter  whose  hands  it  passed  through 
could  not  make  out  the  import  of  the  address,  and  read 
the  King's  Christian  name  as  *Wilhelmi.'  The  letter 
was  sent  to  a  person  bearing  this  name,  and  for  some  days 
was  kept  in  circulation,  returning  at  last  to  the  post-office 
with  numerous  superscriptions,  such  as  *  Party  here  un- 
known, '  *  Nobody  of  this  name  to  be  found, '  &c.  At  last 
an  official  deciphered  the  address,  and,  covered  as  it  was 
with  all  its  uncomplimentary  remarks,  it  was  sent  to  the 
King's  palace,  whence  the  Postmaster-General  received  a 
severe  reprimand  for  the  negligence  of  his  subordinates, 
and  a  strict  warning  to  take  measures  for  the  avoidance  of 
similar  eontrttemps  in  future. 

Thkeeprnny  British  Postage  Stamps.  —  In  the 
House  of  Commons,  on  the  17th  ult.,  Mr.  D.  Griffiths 
rose  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he 
saw  any  objection  to  allow  the  postage  stamp  and  rate  of 
threepence,  which  was  now  in  uae  for  certain  foreign  and 
oolomal  postages,  to  be  made  applicable  to  the  internal 
postage  of  the  country.  The  hon.  gentleman  said  that  he 
was  in  hopes  that  this  question  had  already  been  settled 
as  he  desired,  because  in  the  course  of  experiments  which 
he  had  recently  made  he  had  sent  through  the  post  two 
letters  weighing  an  ounce  and  a  Quarter  each,  bearing  a 
threepenny  stamp,  and  they  had  been  delivered  %irithout 
any  overcharge.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that,  without  entering  into  any  details,  he  mignt  inform 
the  hon.  gentleman  that  the  Post-office  and  the  Treasury 
had  under  their  consideration  the  expediency  of  intro- 
ducing some  modification  in  the  present  arrangement  of 
the  sodes  of  poatage^  which  would,  he  thought,  confer 
great  accommodation  on  the  public,  and  would  include  the 
chfmge  the  hon.  gentleman  desired  to  see  t-flectcd. — Times. 

St.  Valextixe's  Day. — To-day  it  matters  little  upon 
what  theme  the  joorualist  may  choose  to  decant ;  it  mat* 
ters  little  what  news  may  have  been  flashed  tlmiughout 
the  night  along  the  telegraphic  wires;  not  a  glance  will 
the  younger  members  of  the  family  vouchsafe  to  bestow 
upon  the  poor,  forlorn,  discarded  newspaper  until  they 
have  read  over  and  over  again  the  sentimental  verses  *  in 
the  flowing  and  watery  vein  of  Osorius,  the  Portugal 
bi^op,'  that  have  been  brought  them  by  the  morning's 
post.  Yes ;  the  young  lady  will  come  down  to  breakfast 
a  little  later  than  usual,  and  will  look  most  consciously 
unconscious :  whilst  below,  in  the  kitchen  regions,  there 
will  be  much  subdued  tittering  and  giggling — not  con- 
fined to  the  feuiales  of  the  house,  but  largelv  shared  by 
the  more  athletic  nartners  of  their  labours.  Into  many  a 
poor  grimy  house  this  one  little  ray — poor  and  feeble  as  it 
IS — of  poetry  will  fall ;  and,  in  fact,  tne  verj'  walk  of  the 
postman  to-day  might  well  be  made  the  subject  for  a 
poem.  The  trains  will  be  late,  to  begin  with,  we  may  be 
sure,  for  the  snow  is  heavy  upon  almost  all  the  lines,  and 
even  where  it  has  melted  away  the  waters  are  unloosed 
and  the  meadow-lauds  are  flooded.  Given  this  delay  of 
the  trains,  and  you  get  the  element  of  anxious  waiting  in 
every  outlying  household— the  fear  that  John  has  for- 
gott4>n  to  write,  the  doubt  whether  Ellen  really  meant 
what  she  looked  at  the  last  ball.  At  length,  trudging 
sturdihr  along,  and  kicking  the  snow  before  him.  coiues 
the  rea-faced  postman  up  the  long  avenue — and  the  pretty 
little  8U8i)en8e,  the  delicate  little  palpitations  of  the  poor 
little  fluttering  hearts  are  over.— 2)tfi/y  TcUgraph,  Feb- 
ruary 14th,  1866. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

HERALDRY  OF  MOENS'  ALBUM. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazixb.' 

SDt,— I  waited  some  time,  hoping  some  one  would 
answer  *  X.  Y.'  about  the  arms  of  the  different  couotries, 
as  I  wished  also  to  gain  information.  I  have  Moens' 
album,  but  it  does  not  give  the  arms  of  Moldavia  or  Wal- 
lachia.  India,  of  course,  bears  the  arms  of  England,  ts 
does  Ceylon  ;  but,  like  the  colonial  dependencies,  no 
place  has  been  left  for  arms.  The  wreaths  of  the  Cape 
nave  puzzled  me;  can  they  be  or?  and  yet  the  sbaps 
across  appear  to  be  argent :  one  of  my  suppositions  miwt 
be  wrong,  llie  arms  of  North  Germany  are  to  compli* 
cated,  and  have  so  many  quarterings,  that  I  fear  ray  small 
knowledge  of  heraldry  will  not  be  equal  to  the  task  of  de- 
scribing them.  Those  of  South  Germany  are,  Azttrt^ 
lion  rampant  araenf,  debruised  gulet^  holding  in  dext«r 
hand  a  sword  gmee^  point  argent.  The  three-armed  cnm 
of  Sweden  is  given  as  or.  The  Wurtemburg  shield  is 
divided  in  two.  Shield  or^  three  lions  pas*ant  in  pale 
eadUf  and  the  other  half  or,  three  roots  with  fibres,  Mwk, 
arranged  like  the  lions.  I  have  no  particular  space  for 
Mecklenburg-Strelitz,  n>  that  I  am  unable  to  tell  the 
order  of  marahalling.  H  anover  bears  the  arms  of  England 
and  also  a  centre  shield,  the  chief  quarterinr  of  which  is 
guleSy  a  horse  courant,  azure.  After  all,  I  fear  I  have 
given  but  little  assistance  to  *  X.  Y.,'  and  cannot  explain 
what  colour  the  Oldenburg  shield  should  be,  as  in  my 
album  it  is  represented  or^  a  lion  rampiuit  argent, 
which  is  quite  wrong.  Is  there  no  book  describing  the 
blazonry  of  the  different  countries }  it  would  assist  ama- 
teurs, and  I  for  one  should  be  rery  glad  to  procure  it,  as 
I  wish  to  blazon  m^  album,  but  fear  to  go  wtod^.  If  I 
lived  near  the  British  Museum,  I  would  certainly  try 
there. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  obediently, 

•   NORA. 


£ath. 


OLD  ENGUSH  POSTMARKS. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  M  aoazixs.' 

Sir, — I  venture  to  intnide  upon  your  space,  although  I 
neither  want  stamps  from  Japan,  or  have  an}'  duplicates 
to  exchange.  But  as  there  are  certain  lines  of  inquiry, 
which  naturally  crop  out  laterally  from  every  main  course 
of  investigation,  and  sometimes  lead  to  practical  good.  I 
beg  to  submit  to  you  the  enclosed  two  specimens  of  iegihie 
stamping,  cut  from  the  exterior  of  *  notes'  in  the  year 
1845,  when  the  postmasters  were  probably  furnished  with 
better  machineiy  for  stamping,  better  stamps,  decidedly 
better  ink,  and  were  not  worried  to  the  extent  I  under- 
stand they  are  now  by  regulations  firamed  in  ac«<ndaiice 
with  the  system  of  getting  the  Chancellor's  surplus  for 
the  year  out  of  the  post-office. 

I  scarcely  need  remark  upon  the  legal  value  of  having 
now  such  clear,  carefully-stamped  witnesses  of  the  de- 
livery of  a  lettiT  on  the  day  it  is  due ;  for  even  thoi»e 
officials  of  the  G,  P.  0.  who  nave  to  diwjover  where  deten- 
tion has  been,  when  an  important  letter  is  delated,  aw 
themselves  at  fault  with  the  present  carelesa,  illegible 
stamping.  Only  last  week,  one  of  these  duly-comraissioiied 
officers  c»Ued  on  me  twice  to  ascertain  Ho^  a  letter  had 
been  delayed  in  delivery,  and  the  proof  resting  on  the  im- 
press of  me  stamp,  he  was  as  fairly  puzzled  as  m}'self  to 
make  out  the  dates. 

It  is  really,  to  me,  quite  refhfshing  to  get  hold  of  a  care- 
fully-stamped letter  of  1844  or  d,- and  as  I  think  much 
records  of  the  best  days  of  our  Britidi  postal  delivery  aie 
as  well  worth  keeping  as  copies  of  our  early  stamps,  I  in- 
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raiubly  preenre  them,  my  oolleotion  now  amountiiig  to 
wae  thouBands. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  aenrant, 
London,  F.  A.  S.  L* 

[We  can  endorse  the  statement  and  deductions  of  our 
correspondent,  llie  brilliant  colour  of  the  scarlet  ink 
after  twenty  vears^  the  sharpness  of  the  letters  and 
figures,  and  perfect  distinctness  of  the  postmarks  generally, 
tie,  u  the  Scotch  say,  *  a  sight  for  sair  een. '— £o  ] 

NEW  BOLIVIAN  AND  FORGED  LA  GUAIRA. 
To  th$  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collectou's  Magazine.' 

Beab  So, — I  was  lately  favoured  with  the  siffht  of  a 
set  of  stamps,  said  to  be  a  new  issue  for  Bolivia.  I  cannot 
YOQch  for  tneir  genuineness,  but  be^  to  give  the  following 
description  of  them,  which  may  elicit  ftu'ther  information. 

The  stamps — five  in  number — ^are  rectangular,  black 
impressionB  on  green,  pink,  drab,  bluish-white,  and  deep 
blue  paper,  and  hare  not  any  value  indicated.  In  the 
centre  of  each  stamp  ia  a  shield,  bearing  a  representation 
of  a  llama  standing  on  a  plain  in  front  of  a  mountain,  to 
the  right  and  near  the  foot  of  which  are  an  upright  sheaf 
of  com  and  a  tree.  The  sun  \a  setting  behind  an  opposite 
moontoin,  and  idiooting  out  ravs  over  the  sky.  Above  the  ' 
diield  is  the  cap  of  Lil^rty,  which  partially  hides  a  scroll, 
inscribed  repubuca  BoLrviAMA.  The  shield  is  sur- 
roonded  with  branches,  that  cross  each  other  at  the 
bottom  and  have  a  scroll  in  front  of  them,  inscribed 
00SREO8.  This  design  is  on  a  ground  of  fine  perpendi- 
euhu- lines,  close  to^mer,  and  is  enclosed  in  a  rectangular 
frame,  beneath  which  are  the  initials  M.  b.  f. 

I  have  now  in  my  possession  some  \  rl.  La  Guaira 
^amps  that  I  believe  to  be  forged,  as  though  very  much 
like  those  that  I  know  to  be  genuine,  there  are  still  so 
nany  minor  points  of  difference  as  to  preclude  the  possi- 
bility of  their  being  impressions  of  the  same  block, — and 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  two  different  blocks 
hare  been  used  for  these  stamps.  The  doubtful  specimens 
bear  the  same  postmark  as  some  of  the  genuine,  viz., 
*'  Correot  Caracao*  in  a  circular  band ;  but  such  a  mark 
coold  be  very  easily  imitated,  and  therefore  its  presence 
pD  them  is  bttle  proof  that  they  are  other  than  excellent 
imitations.  The  following  points  of  difference  are  observ- 
able between  the  genuine  stamps  and  these  apocrv'phal 
specimens,  which  for  the  sake  of  distinction  1  wiU  call 
foired: 

In  the  foiged  the  comer  figures  are  larger  than  the 
genuine.  T%e  engine-turned  backgnnound  bearing  the 
words  of  value  is  clearer  in  the  forged  than  in  the  genuine, 
and  the  lines  of  which  it  is  formed  are  of  uniform  width  fi:om 
each  other,  but  in  the  genuine  the  lines  widen  into  a 
rooirfa  circle  round  the  words  medio  real.  The  q  in 
PAQUBTE  of  the  genuine  has  a  long,  curved  tail,  the 
foi^  Q  has  hardly  any  at  all ;  and  the  o  in  cabbllo, 
vhieh  is  circular  in  the  genuine,  is  a  square  block  in  the 
fotged.  The  waves  are  clearly  defined  in  the  genuine, 
but  very  olncure  in  the  forged.  Clouds  arc  visible  behind 
the  mizen  mast  of  the  vessel  in  the  genuine,  in  the  forged 
there  are  none.  The  flag  floating  from  the  mizen  mast 
and  the  boat  which  hangs  from  the  davits  beneath  it, 
which  are  distinct  in  the  genuine,  are  scarcely  visible  in 
the  foiged.  In  the  genuine  a  rope  fastened  to  the  fore- 
mast runs  down  to  the  left  of  the  sail  attached  to  the  bow- 
sprit, and  touches  the  hull  q^uite  the  tenth  of  an  inch  from 
it,  but  in  the  forgery  there  is  hardly  anv  space  between 
the  rope  at  ita  lower  end  and  the  sail.  1  ne  inside  line  of 
the  lert-hand  ^e  border  in  the  genuine  runs  down  to  the 
KroU  containing  the  word  pauubte,  but  in  the  forgery  it 
terminates  at  the  top  of  the  curved  ornament  which  sur- 


mounts the  scroll.  The  paper  on  which  the  forgery  is 
printed  is  thinner  and  less  glossy  than  the  genuine,  and 
the  ink  of  a  lighter  tint,  giving  the  stamp  a  faded  appear- 
ance. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  say  that  these  distinctions 
were  not  observed  between  only  one  each  of  the  forged 
and  genuine,  but  between  several  of  each  kind. 

Tours  respectfully, 

OVERT  TATLOR. 

P.8. — Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  been  informed 
that  the  Bolivian  des^gi^  above  described  are  essays. 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  L.  R. — The  2  anna  pink  of  India  is  extant  on  white 
paper  only.  It  may  have  been  printed  on  blue  tint,  but 
we  have  never  met  with  such. — 1"ho  translator  of  Moens' 
album  into  Fngliah  was  most  probablv  a  Frenchman,  who 
found  *  jagged '  as  the  equivalent  for  *  dentele '  in  his  dic- 
tionary, which  is  the  French  term  employed  to  denote 
what  we  call  perforated. 

G.  H.  M.,  Harrow  Park. — We  describe  the  stamp  you 
transmitted  in  quest  of  further  information,  but  b^heve 
ourselves  it  is  a  Yankee  *spec'  on  credulity,  purporting  to 
be  a  specimen  of  the  reported  Egyptian  iseuo.  It  is  trans- 
verse oblong,  printed  green  on  yellow.  In  the  centre  is 
an  oval  containing  a  view  of  the  pyramids.  At  each  angle 
a  pjrramid  or  triangle  enclosing  tne  figure  3.  In  circles 
on  the  right  and  left  are  a  crescent  and  three  dots; 
poBTBio  above  and  3  aspebs  below,  in  Roman  characters. 
If  a  forgery,  the  ignorance  and  impudence  of  the  con- 
coctor  seem  on  a  par. 

H.  N.,  Gresham  Street. — Tour  stamp,  cut  from  an  old 
newspaper,  is  one  of  those  employed  to  denote  the  receipt 
of  the  tax  on  knowledge  levied  at  the  time  of  its  issue,  and 
now  happily  abolished. 

L.  H.  B.,  East  Hampton,  Massachusetts. — The  1  oen- 
tesimo  of  Italy,  2  centimes  French,  and  other  stamps  of 
low  value,  though  designed  normally  for  feuUletonOy  may 
be  used  for  letter  postage. — ^The  words  *  Branch  Dep6t' 
are  self-significant. 

E.  S.,  Chiselhurst. — Tour  three  stamps  are  specimens 
of  the  bill  or  receipt  stamps  of  Geneva,  Zurich,  and  Prus- 
sia.— We  believe  Mount  Brown  contemplates  a  sixth 
edition  immediately  on  the  exhaustion  of  the  present 

supplv. 

J.  W.  F.,  Cardiff. — Tou  will  find  the  provisional 
Italian  20  centesimi  fully  described  in  the  present  num- 
ber. It  was  duly  chronicled  in  our  number  for  January 
last. 

T.  Z.,  Otterboume. — A  letter  is  waiting  for  T.  Z.  at 
Post-oflSce,  Otterboume,  as  the  subject  is  too  long  for  the 
magazine. 

AuoudTUS,  Shoreham. — Both  your  1-lepton  Greeks  are 
genuine,  notwithstanding  the  slight  variation  in  colour. 

J.  J.  B.,  Islington. — We  have  not  seen  the  12  c.,  20  c, 
24  c,  or  40  c.  United  States  envelopes  except  on  yellow 
paper.-T-The  1  c.  is  found  impressed  both  on  white  and 
yellow,  but  it  is  generally  supposed  that  the  former  are 
made  from  the  separation  of  the  blue  from  the  red  in  the 
4  c.  envelope. — We  believe  your  large  blue  stamp  is  a 
Russian  commercial. — The  others  are  genuine. — Few,  if 
any,  catalogues  are  without  deficiences  and  redundancies. 

EouoEO. — The  diminutive  word  schiluno  on  the 
old  Prussian  envelopes  is  most  probably  the  dedgner^s 
name.  The  minute  number  addeu  does  not  seem  the  same 
on  a  Ukc  colour,  and  can  therefore  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  value. 

E.  C. — Thanks  for  your  information,  which  is  noticed 
in  our  article  on  new  stamps. 
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PosT-STEMPBL,  Reading. — ^There  being  twelve  schw.  in 
a  silbergroschen,  four  are  of  course  equiv^ent  to  one-third 
of  that  coin  in  the  ciirrency  of  Oldenburg. 

W.  H.  S.,  Leamington. — Your  queer-looking  French 
Btani{)  is  a  cheque,  value  one  penny,  given  as  receipt  for 
the  hire  of  a  fauteuil,  or  arm-cnair,  in  the  gardens  of  the 
Tuilleries,  at'Paris. 

J.  B.  T.,  Boston. — Wo  have  seen  the  stamp  you  de- 
scribe, *  Oblong,  pink  on  white,  steameJiip,  c'^  franco- 

AMBRICAINS,  OAUTHIEH  FRBRE8  &  C»«-*  but  cannot  VOUch 

for  its  authenticity.  We  should  like  to  know  how  it  is 
that  so  many  hitherto  unheard-of  American  locals  start 
into  light,  if  it  be  the  case,  as  we  are  assured  by  trust- 
worthy correspondents,  that  stamps  of  that  nature  have 
been  abolished  by  government. 

Essayist,  Leicester. — ^The  stamp  you  write  about  is 
one  of  a  very  rare  series,  although  well  known  to  collec- 
tors. It  is,  as  you  state,  similar  to,  if  not  identical  with, 
the  earliest  English  penny,  and  is  always  imperfect  on 
one  of  the  upper  comers,  but  not  necessanly  torn. 

L.  B.,  Carnarvon. — Our  authority  for  stating  that  the 
Luxembourg  stamps  did  not  have  the  eftiKit  of  prepayment 
for  this  country  was  an  official  in  the  Luxemoourg  post- 
office.  This  was  a  year  and  a  half  since,  and  the  regula- 
tions of  the  postal  authorities  may  be  now  varied. — Mei^srs. 
Smith  &  Elder's  envelopes  are  most  frequently  sqnt  to 
India,  owing  to  the  immense  trade  those  gentlemen  do 
with  the  East  Indies,  but  are  quite  as  good  for  prepay- 
ment to  any  other  jwirt  of  Uie  British  Empire,  ft  was  a 
sad  error  of  the  original  compiler  of  Laluer's  album  to 
class  them  as  Indian  stamps.  In  point  of  fact,  they  are 
perfectly  useless  in  India. 

Novice,  Bury  St.  Edmund's. — ^Your  Natal  is  worthless, 
being  merely  a  specimen  stained  by  sea  water  or  other- 
wise. 

Claude. — We  have  written  to  Paraguay  respecting  the 
stamps  mentioned  in  the  deAmct  Universal  Stamp  Moga- 
zine^  and  expect  shortly  to  receive  them,  if  reaUy  existent. 

Claua,  Canterbury. — We  cannot  get  our  last  year's 
magazines  from  the  binder,  and  consequently  cannot  refer 
to  them,  but  our  impression  is  that  in  one  number  was 
mentioned  the  on  dit  of  an  expected  issue  of  Russian 
stamps  for  foreign  correspondence  exclusively.  This  did 
not  take  place,  but  immediately  afterwards  the  beautiful 
trio  you  allude  to  made  its  debut.  The  low  values  of 
these  entirely  preclude  the  idea  of  their  being  ever  in- 
tended for  extraneous  purposes,  and  it  was  simply  the 
utterance  of  one  set  and  the  report  of  another  that  gave 
rise  to  the  confusion  of  idea  respectingthem. 

J.  H.  B.,  East  Hampton,  Mass. — We  overlooked  your 
second  query.  The  registered  stamp  of  New  Sout^  Wales, 
Victoria,  and  Queensland,  was,  as  its  name  implies,  de- 
signed exclusively  for  the  payment  of  the  registration  of 
letters. 

Inquirer,  Winchester. — ^We  have  frequently  lamented 
our  inability  to  penetrate  the  mysteries  of  the  Monte 
Video  and  neighDouring  currency.  We  have  a  letter 
awaiting  us  somewhere  from  a  banker  at  Corrientes,  which 
mav  perhaps,  when  we  receive  it,  enlighten  us,  and  even- 
tually our  readers.  In  the  mean  time,  we  can  but  repeat 
our  statement,  made  last  month,  that  the  .06,  .08, 10,  and 
12  centesimos  now  current  are  identical  in  value  with  the 
60,  80,  100,  120  c.  superseded.  Taking  the  former  as 
valued  in  hundredths  of  the  Brazilian  peso  or  dollar,  value 
about  4s.  3d.  or  upwards,  and  the  latter  in  hundredths  of 
the  peso  or  real  current  in  some  of  the  Spanish  colonies,  at 
about  5d.,  the  stamps  will  be  found  of  equivalent  worth. 

0.  Smith,  Bristol.— Your  red  Austrian  Mercury  has 
every  f4>pearance  of  being  genuine,  but  we  cannot  vouch 
for  it. 


KoBODT,  Dublin. — ^The  stamps  of  La  Guaira  will  be 
found  to  be  fully  described  iti  the  back  numbers  of  oor 
magazine,  to  which,  as  we  remarked  above,  we  cannot 
refer ;  and  we  have  been  disappointed  at  the  non-arrival 
of  some  sets  we  expected  by  the  last  maiL  They  are 
eight  in  number,  we  believe,  values  1, 2,  3,  and  4  ccntavos, 
and  two  each  of  \  real  and  2  reales.— The  Venezuela  real 
is  worth  sixpence,  English  money,  more  or  Ic^  and  vary- 
ing in  St.  Thomas  and  Puerto  Cabello,  necessitated  a 
stamp  of  really  different  though  nominally  the  same 
value;  one  for  the  transmission  of  letters  to,  and  the 
other  from  the  West  Indies  to  Venezuela — ^The  Pacific 
Stage  and  Express  sixpenny  stamp  we  cannot  pronounce 
an  opinion  upon. 

M.  E.,  Liverpool. — Mr.  Pemberton  is  now  perfectly 
convinced  of  the  genuine  nature  of  what  is  called  tli^ 
double  Geneva  stamp,  which  he  totallv  ignored  in  his 
work  on  forged  stamps.  You  were  too  hajsty  in  parting 
with  your  specimens,  which,  if  genuine,  are  now  veiy  valu- 
able.— We  have  again  alluded  in  the  present  number  to 
the  inconvenient,  if  not  dishonest,  practice  of  pricing 
stamps  not  in  the  vendor's  possession. — The  party  to 
whom  you  allude  as  a  defaulter,  residing  in  the  same  tovn 
as  yourself,  could  easily  be  persuaded,  we  should  imagine, 
to  refund  the  balance  due.  You  had  better  applv  person- 
ally or  by  a  friend. — You  will  observe  in  our  l?ebruary 
number  tiie  Geneva  stamp  with  the  legend  fist  texebhas 
LUX,  denounced  by  *  Fen  tenia'  as  a  palpable  forgery. 

J.  W.  Simpson  Davis. — ^The  fifteen  or  sixteen  rarest 
postage  stamps,  properly  so  termed,  may  be  selected  fnwi 
among  the  following :— the  V.R  English,  the  vermilioD- 
coloured  French  republic,  the  yellow  of  Penu  the  I  kreuzer 
black  and  red  Mercury  newspaper  stamps  of  Austria,  the 
2  cuartos  and  1  real  (1854)  Spanish  arms,  the  3  cuaitos  of 
Madrid,  both  the  blue  provisionals  of  Naples,  the  oldest 
blue  of  Monte  Video,  tne  earliest  two  issues  of  British 
Guiana — especially  the  transversal  oblongs,  the  four- 

Smny  rose  and  the  peimy  blue  provisional  of  the  Cape  of 
ood  Hope,  the  ninepenny  and  shilling  of  Natal,  and  the 
mysterious  claimants  of  Dutch  Guiana. 

K.  D. — ^The  lilac  St.  Lucia  is  now  worth  sixpence  we  ai« 
told. — The  values  of  the  new  impressions  both  of  Nor- 
way and  Denmark  are  identical  with  those  of  the  previons 
issue. — All  the  stamps  of  Baden  are  at  pivaent  on  a  uni- 
form white  ground.— TThe  covers  for  Vol.  II.  of  the  maga- 
zine are  now  ready. 

J.  Stouhton,  Kensington.  —  You  will  see  the  new 
issues  you  mention  notic^  in  our  article  on  New  stamps. 
— ^The  colours  of  our  2  cuartos  and  2  reales  of  Spain  are 
with  difficulty  distinguishable  from  eadi  other ;  the  latter 
is  certainly  not  purple,  having  simply  rather  more  fA  a 
violet  tinge  than  the  former. — The  uuge-headed  Monte 
Videans  are  gross  forgeries. — In  addition  to  the  coloon 
you  mention  for  the  stamps  of  St.  Lucia,  yellow,  orange^ 
and  black,  there  is  a  lilac  or  violet. 

Canada. — Thanks  for  your  information  whidi  you  will 
find  duly  noted. 

£.  Collier. — Accept  a  similar  reply. 

Emma  U.,  Eastbourne. — The  stamp  you  possess  and 
describe  is  a  receipt  stamp,  respecting  whidi  we  hare 
often  had  Queries  to  answer.  It  emanates  from  one  of  the 
Spanish  colonies,  which  accounts  for  Uie  impru^on  of  the 
Queen  of  Spain's  head,  but  the  value  being  in  centeamoi 
or  centavos  renders  it  difficult  to  decide  on  the  exact  loca- 
Uty. 

C.  Rawson. — The  address  of  Mons.  Mahe  is  Rue  des 
Canettes,  No.  18,  Paris,  the  subscription  for  his  magazine 
prepaid  to  England  is  4  francs  per  annum. — The  lart 
years  volume  of  our  magazine,  handsomely  bound,  is 
now  ready.    Post  free,  price  6s.  6d. 
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NOTES  ON  OUR  NORTH  AMERICAN 
COLONIAL  STAMPS. 

BY   OVERT  TAYLOR. 

*  By  the  kind  permission'  of  the  government 
of  the  Federal  States  of  America,  our  Queen 

still  rales  over  Canada 
and  the  adjacent  pro- 
vinces. The  armies 
of  Lee  and  Sherman 
have  not  yet  united 
for  the  purpose  of 
annexing  the  British 
possessions.  That  they 
wOl  do  so  is  rather  im- 
probable, but  in  view 
of  the  possibility  of  an  attack  from  their  war- 
like neighbours,  her  Majesty's  North  Ameri- 
can colonies  contemplate  forming  themselves 
into  a  grand  defensive  confederation.  It  is 
proposed  that  the  civil  administration  of  all 
the  states  shall  be  conducted,  as  in  the  U.  S., 
in  one  central  place,  and  be  under  the  control 
c»f  the  general  congress  of  representatives. 
The  post-office  is  amongst  the  departments 
which  will  thus  be  centralised.  Its  direction 
must  then  pass  into  the  hands  of  one  person, 
and  most  probably  there  will,  in  that  ease,  be 
but  one  postal  rate  throughout  the  British 
confederate  states,  and  but  one  set  of  stamps. 
In  view  of  this  change,  which  will  place  our 
present  North  American  colonials  on  the 
*  retired  lifet,'  a  brief  notice  of  them  may  not 
he  unacceptable,  though  we  cannot  hope  to 
bring  much  fresh  light  to  bear  upon  them. 

Pre-eniinent  in  beauty  are  the  current 
Nova  Scotian  stamps,  and  well  deserving  the 
first  notice.  They  are  the  work  of  the 
American  Bank  Note  Company,  whose  head 
quarters  are  at  New  York;  and  in  their 
delicacy  of  engraving,  symmetry  of  design, 
and  general  contour,  they  remain  peerless 
throughout  the  world.  The  portrait  of  her 
Majesty,  though  scarcely  a  faithful  one,  is 
admirable  as  a  work  of  art,  and  infinitely 
superior  to  the  insipid  likenesses  which  ap- 
pear on  many  other  colonial  stamps.  The 
lettering  shares  in  the  general  excellence, 
and  the  colours  are  brilliant  and  suitable. 
We  might  almost  imagine  that  in  the  pro- 
d«ction  of  these  stamps,  the  designers  ex- 
hausted their  inventive  genius;  for  certain 


it  is,  whatever  the  cause  may  be,  the  United 
States  labels,  which  emanate  from  the  same 
company,  cannot  compare  with  them  in 
point  of  beauty.  The  present  series  of  Nova 
Scotian  commenced  its  existence  in  1860,  but 
at  (hat  time  numbered  only  five  stamps,  the 
sixth,  value  two  cents,  for  soldiers'  letters, 
having  been  added  in  1863.  Proofs  of  all, 
except  the  latter,  have  been  struck  off  in 
several  colours,  and  some  have  the  word 
specimen  printed  on  them  in  red  ink.  It  is 
noticeable  that  proofs  of  most  of  the  U.  S. 
adhesive  stamps  (which,  as  before  mentioned, 
are,  like  the  Nova  Scotian,  the  productions  of 
the  Bank  Note  Company)  have  also  been 
circulated  amongst  collectors.  The  fact  of 
the  plates  from  which  the  stamps  are  en- 
graved remaining  in  the  possession  of  the 
engravers,  accounts  for  this  multiplication 
of  proofs. 

The  old  issue  for  Nova  Scotia  consisted  of 
only  four  stamps,  the  penny  (was  this  like 
the  2  cent  for  soldiers'  letters  ?),  fourpenny, 
sixpenny,  and  shilling,  of  which  the  two 
latter  are  now  rare.  The  penny  label  has  a 
device  to  itself — queen's  head  in  diamond, 
within  a  large  square  frame.  It  is  usually 
found  printed  on  blue  paper,  bat  we  have 
now  before  us  a  postmarked  specimen  on 
white.  The  other  three  stamps  are  almost 
identical  with  the  obsolete  New  Brunswick 
in  design,  and  like  them  diamond-shaped. 
In  the  New  Brunswick,  however,  the  lower 
disc  is  occupied  by  a  rose,  with  stem  pointing 
downwards ;  in  the  Nova  Scotian,  this  disk 
contains  the  representation  of  some  other 
flower,  pointing  upwards,  but  which  we  are 
not  botanists  enough  to  recognize.  The 
sixpenny  stamp  of  each  colony  differs  from 
its  congeners  in  having  a  line  traced  down 
the  centre  of  every  letter  in  the  words  six- 
pence POSTAGE.  The  device  of  these  old 
issues  is  uniquely  quaint,  as  the  reader  will 
perceive  on  reference  to  the  engraving  of  the 
Nova  Scotian  shilling  stamp,  which  heads 
this  article,  and  is  a  good  specimen  of  the 
type. 

The  current  New  Brunswick  exhibit  a 
pleasing  diversity  of  design  and  excelle)ice 
of  engraving.  Nothing  could  more  appro- 
priately form  the  centre  of  a  stamp  device 
than  the  drawing  of  a  railway  train  on  the 
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1  c,  tmd  of  &  steam  packet  on  tbe  12^ 
c.;  represeuliDg  as  they  do  tbe  means  by 
wbioh  postal  comniutiication  is  Bccomplished. 
Young  collectors  may  also  g&m  Irom  the 
former  an  idea  of  the  shape  of  transatlantic 
locomotives,  whicb  differ  con  side  rably  in 
their  extei'nal  Htructare  from  those  which 
convey  juvenile  timbrophiliBts  home  from 
schuol  at  Chmtmae.  The  5  c.  and  10  c.  give 
common-place  portraits  of  the  queen,  and  the 
17  c.  is  occupied  with  the  bust  of  a  lad  in 
Highland  costume,  whom  we  have  much  dif- 
ficulty in  recognising  as  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
All  the  stamps  of  this  issue  were  emitted  on 
the  24th  May,  l^tiO,  except  the  2  c,  which 
came  ont  in  1863,  but  last  year  the  colour  of 
tbe  1  c,  previously  brown,  was  changed  to 
mauve.  Proofs  of  tbe  2  c.  exist  iii  mauve, 
and  of  the  5  c.  and  IJ-J  c.  in  black,  bat  the 
last  mentioned  is  not  catalogued  in  Mount 

From  New  Brnnawick  comes  one  of  the 
greatest  rariljes — the  Counell  stamp.  The 
story  of  this  interesting  stamp,  though  it  has 
been  published  liefore,  is  worthy  of  a  brief 
recapitulation.  'In  or  about'  (as  lawyers 
say)  the  year  1 8(12, •  the  supply  of  6  c.  stamps 
was  exhauBtetl,  find  Mr.  Uonnell,  the  then 
postmaster  of  the  colony,  caused  his  own 
portrait  to  be  engraved  on  a  new  die,  intended 
for  the  prodnction  of  a  fresh  stock.  Several 
proofs  bad  beeu  taken  from  it,  when  the 
niatter  came  to  tiie  knowledge  of  the  Gover- 
nor-general, who  at  once  caused  the  die  and 
proofs  to  be  destroyed,  and  dismissed  the 
ofieudiug  postmaster.  A  few  of  tbe  proofs 
were  saved  as  canosities  by  officials  present 
when  the  plate  was  destroyed,  and  they  have 
all  fetched  very  high  prices.  A  friend  of  onrs 
possesses  one  which  has  'specimen'  printed 
on  it,  bnt  this  is  the  only  one  we  have  seen 
HO  impressed.  Lately  several  Conneli  stamps 
have  been  imported  from  America,  with  every 
mark  of  genuineness,  whether  the  real  article 
or  exceedingly   good  copies,  we  know  not. 

•  In  MoenB-  lllmlratimu,  Ibp  date  of  i»up  of  5  c.  New 
lli-un>»ick,  of  n  lighter  girfn,  ii  givn  as  1862,  and  wo 
infer  that  it  wa«»fliT  thiM-ilmu8tion  of  Ihfaunulynianu- 
focturedin  1860,  and  befort  the  new  iseiie  /i^imLKed 
Itiat  the  evont  above  narrated  occurml.  [We  saw  nevenii 
of  tli«c  (tauipg  in  pMiKian  collntions  in  1861,  and  they 
were  even  then  vmrrfAfrrAi,  and  must  have  appeared 
earlier.  We  think  the  colour  inililale«  ogainst  Ihm-beine 
proofs,  which  are  usually  black.— En.]  * 


It  has  been  stated,  bnt  is  extremely  impro- 
bable, that  the  Conneli  was  used  on  letters. 
It  is  evidently  a  proof,  and  if  approved  of 
would  doubtless  have  been  issned  in  the 
colour  of  the  orthodox  5  o. 

The  Newfoundland  stamps  present  few 
noteworthy  features.  The  penny  and  five- 
penny,  re^mble  tbe  New  Brunswick  in  their 
design,  but  thoiigh  bearing  the  same  hemldic 
flowers,  the  stamps  are  square,  and  there 
being  no  room  for  the  word  TOstace  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  border,  it  is  promirted  to 
a  small  label  above.  1'hat  word  is  found  in 
all  parts  of  the  other  individuals  of  the  series, 
and  its  varying  position  constitutes  one  of 
the  chief  differences  between  them.  Of  the 
threepenny  stamp,  the  sole  representative  of 


the  triangular  shape  in  the  New  World,  we 
give  an  engraving.  The  other  stamps  bear 
the  rose,  shamrock,  and  thistle,  in  a  bonquel, 
in  a  centre  or  oval  of  different  size  in  the 
centre.  The  spandrils  are  also  of  varioaa 
patterns.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
colour  of  the  twopenny,  fourpennv,  sixpetmy, 
Ac,  has  been  changed  from  scarlet  to  lake, 
as  tbe  former  presented  a  far  more  pleasing 
appearance. 

The  colours  of  the  Prince  Edward  Island 
stamps  are  good,  but  the  design  is  very  sim- 
ple, and  the  head  of  queen  a  ruagh  likeness, 
reminding  ns  of  the  '  native'  Manritius.  The 
currency  differs  from  that  of  tbia  country, 
the  value  of  the  island  shilling,  being  only 
eightpence  English. 

British  Columbia  and  Vancouver's  Island 
possess  as  yet  only  one 
stamp,  of  which  an  engrar* 
iug  is  appended.  It  was 
issued  in  18<jl,  and  donbt- 
less  many  a  postmarked 
specimen  is  treasured  by 
mothers  and  wives,  who  are 
not  stamp  collectors,  upeo 
letters  from  adventurous  sons  or  husbands, 
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who  are  seeking  their  fortunes  amongst  the 
creeks  and  gullies  of  the  latest  El  Dorado. 

The  stamps  of  the  most  extensive  and  im- 
portant of  our  British  American  colonies — Ca- 
nada— come,  in  conclusion,  under  our  notice. 
In  them  the  young  historian  and  the  embryo 
naturalist  may  each  find  something  to  inter- 
est them.     The  former  will  perhaps  be  sur- 
prised to  see  upon  the  British  postiage  stamp 
the  features  of  the  sturdy  pilot  of  the  first 
French   colonists,    Jacques    CaHier.       The 
latter  will  be  pleased  with  the  accurate  pour- 
trayal  of  that  curious  animal,   the  beaver, 
which  is  represented  in  the  act  of  damming 
a  stream.     Lower  Canada  is  still  peopled  by 
the  descendants  of  the  Gallic  colonists,  and 
we  need  not  wonder  that  the  portrait  of  one 
of    their   most  honoured    ancestors   should 
figure  on  the  tenpenny  and  17  c.  Canadian 
postage  stamps.     These  two  stamps  are  iden- 
tical in  design,  except  in  the  absence  in  the 
latter  of  the  beaver  and  vine  leaves,  which 
fill  np  the  sides  of  the  oval  in  the  tenpenny.' 
The  beaver  is  typical  of  the  trade  in  skins, 
which  has  long  been  a  Canadian  staple.     The 
spandrils  of  the  obsolete  threepenny,  on  which 
it  appears,  are  occupied  with  some  ornamen- 
tation, and  the  figure  of  value  is  upright ;  in 
the  5   e.   the  spandrils  are  plain,  and   the 
numerals  are  in  a  slanting  position.     On  the 
sixpenny   and    10  c.   stamps  are  the   only 
authorized  stamp  portraits  of  the  late  Prince 
Albert,  who  looks  better  on  them  than  on  the 
so-called  essays.     Tiie  twelvepenny  Canada, 
now  recognised  as  a  stamp,  much  resembles 
the   sixpenny,   but  the  inscribed  firame    is 
thicker,  and  bears  a  crown  on  each  side,  and 
the  spandrils  are  ornamented.     The  old  issue 
appeared  in  1856,  according  to  Mount  Brown 
(in  1867,  according  to  Moens),  and  was  su- 
perseded by  the  present  issue  in  1860,  to 
which  issue  the  2  cent  has  been  recently 
added. 

Canada  is  the  only  one  of  the  North  Amer- 
ican colonies  which  uses  envelopes.  These, 
within  the  last  few  months,  have  been  very 
closely  imitated  on  buff  paper,  but  certain 
differences  between  them  and  their  genuine 
originals  have  been  already  pointed  out.  No 
official  issue  haa  been  made  on  paper  of  that 
colour.  It  is  very  possible  that,  in  the  event 
of  the  proposed  confedemtion   becoming  a 


fait  accompli^  there  will  be  an  envelope  issue 
to  do  duty  throughout  all  the  states  of  whicb 
it  may  consist,  as  well  as  an  issue  of  adhesive, 
with  the  same  range  of  currency.  We  trust, 
that  if  such  issues  take  place,  both,  the  en- 
velopes and  the  adhesives  will  be  worthy  of 
the  new  country  whose  name  they  will  bear, 
and  that  they  may  be  so,  we  cannot  wish  a 
better  model  for  the  former  than  the  Cinga- 
lese, and  for  the  latter  than  the  peerless 
Nova  Scotian. 

ANTHONY  TROLLOPE  ON  THE 
UNITED    STATES'  POST-OFFICE. 

Ant  Englishman  or  Frenchman  residing  in 
the  American  States  cannot  fail  to  be  struck 
with  the  inferiority  of  the  post-office  arrange- 
ments in  that  country  to  those  by  which 
they  are  accommodated  in  their  own  country. 
I  have  not  been  a  resident  in  the  States,  and 
as  a  traveller  might  probably  have  passed  the 
subject  without  special  remark,  were  it  not 
that  the  service  of  the  post-office  has  been 
my  own  profession  for  many  years.  I  could 
therefore  hardly  feil  to  observe  things  which 
to  another  man  would  have  been  of  no 
material  moment. 

It  is,  I  think,  undoubtedly  true  that  the 
amount  of  accommodation  given  by  the  post- 
office  of  the  States  is  small,  as  compared 
with  that  afforded  in  some  other  countries, 
and  that  that  accommodation  is  lessened  by 
delays  and  uncertainty.  The  point  which 
first  struck  me  was  the  inconvenient  hours 
at  which  mails  were  brought  in  and  des- 
patched. Here,  in  England,  it  is  the  object 
of  our  post-office  to  carry  the  bulk  of  our 
letters  at  night ;  to  deliver  them  as  early  as 
possible  in  the  morning,  and  to  collect  them 
and  take  them  away  for  despatch  as  late  as 
may  be  in  the  day; — so  that  the  merchant 
may  receive  his  letters  before  the  beginning 
of  his  day's  business,  and  despatch  them  after 
its  close.  The  bulk  of  our  letters  is  handled 
in  this  manner,  and  the  advantage  of  such 
an  arrangement  is  manifest.  But  it  seemed 
that  in  the  States  no  such  practice  prevailed. 
Letters  arrived  at  any  hour  of  the  day  mis- 
cellaneously, and  were  despatched  at  any 
hour,  and  I  found  that  the  postmaster  at 
one   town    could  never   toll   me   with  cer- 
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tainty  when  letters  would  arrive  at  another. 
If  the  towns  were  distant,  I  wonld  be  told 
that  the  conveyance  might  take  about  two  or 
three  days ;  if  they  were  near,  that  my  letter 
wonld  get  to  hand,  *some  time  to-morrow.' 
I  ascertained,  moreover,  by  painftil  experience 
that  the  whole  of  a  mail  would  not  always  go 
forward  by  the  first  despatch.  As  regarded 
myself  this  had  reference  chiefly  to  English 
letters  and  newspapers. — *Only  a  part  of 
the  mail  has  come,'  the  clerk  would  tell  me. 
"With  us  the  owners  of  that  part  which  did 
not  'come,'  would  consider  themselves  greatly 
aggrieved  and  make  loud  complaint.  But, 
in  the  States,  complaints  made  against 
official  departments  are  held  to  be  of  little 
moment. 

Letters  also  in  the  States  are  subject  to 
great  delays  by  irregularities  on  railways.* 
One  train  does  not  hit  the  town  of  its  desti- 
nation before  another  train,  to  which  it  is 
nominally  fitted,  has  been  started  on  its 
journey.  The  mail  trains  are  not  bound  to 
wait ;  and  thus,  in  the  large  cities,  far  distant 
from  New  York,  great  irregularity  prevails. 
It  is,  I  think,  owing  to  this, — at  any  rate 
partly  to  this, — that  the  systmn  of  telegraph- 
ing has  become  so  prevalent.  It  is  natural 
that  this  should  be  so  between  towns  which 
are  in  the  duo  course  of  post  perhaps  forty- 
eight  hours  asunder ;  but  the  uncertainty  of 
the  post  increases  the  habit,  to  the  profit, 
of  course,  of  the  companies  which  own  the 
wires, — but  to  the  manifest  loss  of  the  post- 
office. 

But  the  deficiency  which  struck  me  most 
forcibly  in  the  American  post-office,  was  the 
absence  of  any  recognized  official  delivery  of 
letters.  The  United  States  post-office  aoes 
not  assume  to  itself  the  duty  of  taking  letters 
to  the  houses  of  those  for  whom  they  are  in- 
tended, but  holds  itself  as  having  completed 
the  work  for  which  the  original  postage  has 
been  paid,  when  it  has  brought  them  to  the 
window  of  the  post-office  of  the  town  to 
which  they  are  addressed.  It  is  true  that  in 
most  large  towns, — though  by  no  means  in 
all, — a  separate  arrangement  is  made  by 
which  a  delivery  is  affi)rded  to  those  who  are 
willing  to  pay  a  further  sum  for  that  further 
service ;  but  the  recognized  official  mode  of 
delivery  is   from   the   office   window.     The 


merchants  and  persons  in  trade  have  boxes 
at  the  windows,  for  which  they  pay.  Other 
old-established  inhabitants  in  towns,  and 
persons  in  receipt  of  considerable  correspon- 
dence, receive  their  letters  by  the  subsidiary 
carriers  and  pay  for  them  separately.  But 
the  poorer  classes  of  the  community,  those 
persons  among  which  it  is  of  such  paramount 
importance  to  increase  the  blessi»ig  of  letter 
writing,  obtain  their  letters  from  the  post- 
office  windows. 

In  each  of  these  cases  the  practice  acts  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  department.  In  order 
to  escape  the  tax  on  delivery,  which  varies 
from  two  cents  to  one  cent  a  letter,  all  men 
in  trade,  and  many  who  are  not  in  trade, 
hold  office  boxes;  consequently  immense 
space  is  required.  The  space  given  at 
Chicago,  both  to  the  public  without  and  to 
the  officials  within^  for  such  delivery,  is  more 
than  four  times  that  required  at  Liverpool 
for  the  same  purpose.  But  Liverpool  is 
three  times  the  size  of  Chicago.  The  corps 
of  clerks  required  for  the  window  delivery  is 
very  great,  and  the  whole  aflair  is  cumbrous 
in  the  extreme.  The  letters  at  moRt  offices 
are  given  out  through  little  windows,  to 
which  the  inquirer  is  obliged  to  stoop.  There 
he  finds  himself  opposite  to  a  pane  of  glass 
with  a  Httle  hole ;  and  when  the  clerk  within 
shakes  his  head  at  him,  he  rarely  believes 
but  what  his  letters  are  there  if  he  could  only 
reach  them.  But  in  the  second  case,  the  tax 
on  the  delivery,  which  is  intended  simply  to 
pay  the  wages  of  the  men  who  take  them 
out,  is  paid  with  a  bad  grace;  it  robs  the 
letter  of  its  charm,  and  forces  it  to  present 
itself  in  the  guise  of  a  burden.  It  makes 
that  disagreeable  which  for  its  own  sake  the 
post-office  should  strive  in  every  way  to  make 
agreeable.  This  practice,  moreover,  operates 
as  a  direct  prevention  to  a  class  of  correspon- 
dence, which  furnishes  in  England  a  large 
proportion  of  the  revenue  of  the  post-office. 
Mercantile  houses  in  our  large  cities  send  out 
thousands  of  trade  circulars,  paying  postage 
on  them;  but  such  circulars  would  not  be 
received,  either  in  England  or  elsewhere,  if 
a  demand  for  postage  were  made  on  tb^r 
delivery.  Who  does  not  receive  these  circu- 
lars in  oar  own  country  by  the  dozen,  con- 
signing them  generally  to  the  waste-paper 
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basket,  afler  a  most  carsorj  inspection  ?  As 
regards  the  sender,  the  transaction  seems  to 
ns  often  to  be  very  vain ;  but  the  post-office 
gets  its  penny.  So  also  would  the  American 
post-office  get  its  three  cents. 

With  us  the  chief  mail  trains  are  legally 
under  the  management  of  the  Postmaster- 
General,  lie  fixes  the  hours  at  which  they 
shall  start  and  arrive,  being  of  course  bound 
by  certain  stipulations  as  to  pace.  He  can 
demand  trains  to  run  over  any  line  at  any 
hour,  and  can  in  this  way  secure  the  punc- 
toaUty  of  mail  transportation.  Of  course 
such  interference  on  the  part  of  a  govern- 
ment official  in  the  working  of  a  railway  is 
attended  with  a  very  heavy  expense  to  the 
Government.  Though  the  British  post-office 
can  demand  the  use  of  trains  at  any  hour, 
and  as  regards  those  trains  can  make  the 
despatch  of  mails  paramount  to  all  other 
matters,  the  British  post-office  cannot  fix  the 
price  to  be  paid  for  such  work.  This  is 
generally  done  by  arbitration,  and  of  course 
for  such  services  the  payment  is  very  high. 
No  such  practice  prevails  in  the  States.  The 
Government  has  no  power  of  using  the  mail 
lines  as  they  are  used  by  our  post-office,  nor 
could  the  expense  of  such  a  practice  be  borne 
or  nearly  borne  by  the  proceeds  of  letters  in 
the  States.  Consequently  the  post-office  is 
pnt  on  a  par  with  ordinary  customers,  and 
such  trains  are  used  for  mail  matter  as  the 
directors  of  each  line  may  see  fit  to  use  for 
other  matter.  Hence  it  occurs  that  no  offence 
against  the  post-office  is  committed  when  the 
connexion  between  different  mail  trains  is 
broken.  The  post-office  t^es  the  best  it  can 
get,  paying  as  other  customers  pay,  and 
g^rumDling  as  other  customers  grumble  when 
the  service  rendered  falls  short  of  that  which 
has  been  promised. 

But  perhaps  the  greatest  difficulty  with 
which  the  American  post-office  is  burdened, 
is  the  '  free  mail  matter,'  for  carrying  which 
the  post-office  claims  to  earn  £140,000,  and 
for  the  carriage  of  which  it  might  as 
fidrly  claim  to  earn  £1,350,000,  or  half 
the  amount  of  its  total  expenditure ;  for 
I  was  informed  by  a  gentleman  whose 
knowledge  on  the  subject  could  not  be 
doubted,  that  the  free  mail  matter  so  car- 
ried, equalled  in  bulk  and  weight  all  that 


other  matter  which  was  not  carried  free.  To 
such  an  extent  has  the  privilege  of  franking 
been  carried  in  the  States !  All  members  of 
both  Houses  frank  what  they  please, — for  in 
effect  the  privilege  is  stretched  to  that  extent. 
All  Presidents  of  the  Union,  past  and  present, 
can  frank,  as,  also,  all  Vice-Presidents,  past 
and  present ;  and  there  is  a  special  act,  en- 
abling the  widow  of  President  Polk  to  frank. 
Why  it  is  that  widows  of  other  Presidents  do 
not  agitate  on  the  matter,  1  cannot  under- 
stand. And  all  the  Secretaries  of  State  can 
frank ;  and  ever  so  many  other  public  officers. 
There  is  no  limit  in  number  to  the  letters  so 
franked,  and  the  nuisance  has  extended  itself 
to  so  huge  a  size,  that  members  of  Congress 
in  giving  franks,  cannot  write  the  franks 
themselves.  It  is  illegal  for  them  to  depute 
to  others  the  privilege  of  signing  their  names 
for  this  purpose,  but  it  is  known  at  the  post- 
office  that  it  is  done.  But  even  this  is  not 
the  worst  of  it.  Members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  have  the  power  of  sending 
through  the  post  all  those  huge  books  which, 
with  them  as  with  us,- grow  out  of  Parliamen- 
tary debates  and  workings  of  Committees. 
This,  under  certain  stipulations,  is  the  case 
also  in  England ;  but  in  England,  luckily,  no 
one  values  them.  In  America,  however,  it 
is  not  so.  A  voter  considers  himself  to  be 
noticed  if  he  gets  a  book.  He  likes  to  have 
the  book  bound,  and  the  bigger  the  book 
may  be,  the  more  the  compliment  is  relished. 
Hence  it  comes  to  pass  that  an  enormous 
quantity  of  useless  matter  is  printed  and 
bound,  only  that  it  may  be  sent  down  to  con- 
stituents and  make  a  show  on  the  parlour 
shelves  of  constituents'  wives.  The  post- 
office  groans  and  becomes  insolvent,  and  the 
country  pays  for  the  paper,  the  printing,  and 
the  binding.  While  the  public  expenses  of 
the  nation  were  very  small,  there  was,  per- 
haps, no  reason  why  voters  should  not  thus 
be  indulged ;  but  now  the  matter  is  different, 
and  it  would  be  well  that  the  conveyance  by 
post  of  these  congressional  libraries  should 
be  brought  to  an  end.  I  was  also  assured 
that  members  very  frequently  obtain  per- 
mission for  the  printing  of  a  speech  which 
has  never  been  delivered, — and  which  never 
will  be  delivered, — in  order  that  copies  may 
be    circulated    among    their    constituents. 
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There  is  in  such  an  arrangement  an  inge- 
nuity which  is  peculiarly  American  in  its 
nature.  Everybody  concerned  is  no  doubt 
cheated  by  the  system.  The  constituents  are 
cheated;  the  public,  which  pays,  is  cheated  ; 
and  the  post-office  is  cheated.  But  the 
House  is  spared  the  hearing  of  the  speech, 
and  the  result  on  the  whole  is  perhaps 
beneficial. 

But  the  country  has,  I  think,  become 
tired  of  this.  The  nation  can  no  longer 
afford  to  be  indifferent  about  its  Government, 
and  will  require  to  know  where  its  money 
goes,  and  why  it  goes.  This  franking  privi- 
lege is  already  doomed,  if  not  already  dead. 
When  I  was  in  Washington  a  Bill  was 
passed  through  the  Lower  House  by  which 
it  would  be  abolished  altogether.  When  I 
left  America  its  fate  in  the  Senate  was  still 
doubtful,  and  I  was  told  by  many  that  that 
Bill  would  not  be  allowed  to  become  law 
without  sundry  alterations.  But,  neverthe- 
less, I  regard  the  franking  privilege  as 
doomed,  and  offer  to  the  Washington  post- 
office  officials  my  best  congratulations  on 
their  coming  defiverance. 

I  was  much  struck  by  the  great  extrava- 
gance in  small  things  manifested  by  the  post- 
office  through  the  States,  and  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  same  remark  would  be 
equally  true  with  regard  to  other  public 
establishments.  They  use  needless  forms 
without  end, — making  millions  of  entries 
which  no  one  is  ever  expected  to  regard. 
Their  expenditure  in  stationery  might,  I 
think,  be  reduced  by  one  half,  and  the  labour 
might  be  saved  which  is  now  wasted  in  the 
abuse  of  that  useless  stationery.  Their  mail 
bags  are  made  in  a  costly  manner,  and  are 
often  large  beyond  all  proportion  or  necessity. 
I  could  greatly  lengthen  this  list  if  I  were 
addressing  myself  solely  to  post-office  people ; 
but  as  I  am  not  doing  so  I  will  close  these 
semi-official  remarks,  with  an  assurance  to 
my  colleagues  in  post-office  work  on  the 
other  side  of  the  water  that  I  greatly  respect 
what  they  have  done,  and  trust  that  before 
long  they  may  have  renewed  opportunities 
for  the  prosecution  of  their  good  work. — 
Trollopc's  North  America, 


THE  VICISSITUDES  OP  A  POSTAGE 

STAMP. 

The  15-centesimi  impression  for  Italy,  now 
doing  duty,  by  means  of  a  stamped  semi- 
circle and  some  letters  and 
figures,  as  a  20  c,  has  had 
many  adventures  in  its  day. 
It  was  originally  stamped 
of  a  pale  sky-blue  tint.  The 
Italian  government  wished 
a  darker  shade,  and  gave 
Messrs.  De  la  Rue  instrac- 
tions  to  that  effect.  In  the  course  of  events, 
an  accident  happening  to  the  matrix,  the 
engravers  applied  for  further  instruciious ; 
these  were  forwarded,  to  the  effect  that  they 
must  try  and  conceal  the  flaw  in  the  plate, 
which  was  done  by  means  of  four  small 
white  points  at  the  damaged  part. 

These  four  dots  are  found  on  both  sides  of 
the  oval  frame,  above  and  below  the  small 
ornamentation  separating  the  upper  inscrip- 
tion from  the  monetary  value. 

Timbrophilists  who  collect  every  minute 
variation  in  postal  impressions,  may,  there- 
fore, include  in  their  albums  four  distinctive 
varieties  of  a  type  whose  short-lived  but 
eventful  existence  will  soon  terminate : — 
15  centesimi  pale  blue. 
15         „         darker  blue. 


15 
15 


» 


>» 


with  four  white  dots. 


transformed  into  20  c. 


THE  WENDEN  STAMPS. 

BY   FENTONIA. 

iOur  valued  contributor  takes  a  diffcTcnt  view  of  the 
ividuals  forming  the  subject  of  his  paper  from  that  of 
Dr.  Viner.  Time  will  show  which  is  correct.  Our  object 
of  instructing,  as  well  as  amusing,  can  beat  be  aooom- 
plished  by  eliciting  the  truth,  for  which  end  we  er«r 
court  free  discussion  in  our  pages.— £d  ] 

Thesk  stamps  have  been  frequently  described 
in  this  magazine  ever  since  January,  1864, 
and  have  been  dubbed  by  name  '  Livonian,' 
by  JiabUat '  Lusatian  ;*  both,  in  our  opinion,  as 
inconsistent  as  improbable.  Mr.  Pemberton, 
at  page  6  of  this  year*s  magazine,  also  sanc- 
tions the  name  Livonian, — ^perhi^  for  want 
of  a  better,  as  in  the  Stamfp^CoUector^s  Review 
for  April,  1864,  he  certainly  regards  them 
with  very  grave  suspicion.     It  is  remarkable 
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that  (as  for  aa  we  know)  the  only  Wenden 
mentioned  alphabetically  in  gazetteers,  is  a 
poor,   insignificant  town    in    the    province 
of  Riga  or   liefland,   the  ancient  Livonia. 
Hence,    doubtless,    the   German  magazine, 
quoted  vol.  ii.,.  page   10,   more   hasty  than 
wise,  jumps   to   the   conclusion   that   these 
stamps  must  emanate  from  thence.     Passing 
over  the  improbability  of  such  an  unimportant 
inland  town — always  on  the  map  spelt  Ven- 
den — under    the    autocratic     despotism    of 
Russia,  either  requiring  or  being  desirous  of 
postage  or  parcel  stamps  (brief  mnrke  or  pack- 
enniarke)^  we   think   it  impossible  that  the 
inscription  would  have  i>een  in  German  for 
a  town  situated  so  far  in  the  north-west  of 
Russia.  We  think  the  Halifax  correspondent, 
vol.  ii.,  page  144,  though  groping  in  the  dark, 
nearer  to  the  truth ;  but  he  also  is,  we  believe, 
mistaken  as  to  locality.    True  it  is  the  Wends 
are  the  ancient  owners  of  parts  of  Pomerania 
and  Lasatia,  but  they  are  not  identical  with 
the  Vandals ;  these  latter  being  called  Vin- 
dili,  who  were  driven  out  of  the  country  by 
the  invasion  of  another  northern  race,   the 
Venedi  or  Wends. 

The  Vandals,  who  probably  gave  the  name 
of  Vandalia  to  a  former  district  of  Saxony, 
being  driven  out  of  their  possessions  by  the 
Wends,  passed  through  Germany  and  Gaul 
and  finally  settled  in  Spain,  calling  their  pro- 
vince Vandalusia,  now  Andalusia.  We  do 
not  wish  positively  to  contradict  *Nova 
Scotia,'  but  we  are  inclined  to  think  the 
Wends  are  a  scattered  race,  having  no  par- 
ticular district  or  hreia  assigned  them,  but 
occnpying  some  sixty  or  eighty  parishes  in 
various  parts  of  Saxony  and  Lusatia.  The 
Wendish  language  is  a  dialect  of  the  Polish, 
which  the  Saxon  government  has  endea- 
vonred  by  all  means  to  suppress,  and  so  suc- 
cessfully that  the  Wendish  printed  literature 
is  now  reduced  to  a  vocabulary  and  a  copy 
of  the  Lord's  prayer.  So  much  for  what  the 
Wenden  stamps  are  not ;  now  for  what  they 
are. 

About  the  time  when  it  was  the  fashion 
for  barbaric  hordes  to  migrate  from  the  cold 
&r  north,  and  to  take  possession  vi  et  armis 
of  any  pleasant  lands  which  pleased  their 
&ncy,  the  Obotnt®,  a  powerful  tribe  of  the 
Venedi,  or  Wends,  settled   in  a  promising 


part  of  the  present  grand-duchy  of  Mecklen- 
bui*g-Schwerin.  They  founded  the  inde- 
pendent principality  of  Wenden,  became 
thoroughly  Germanized,  and  wene  for  many 
centuries  governed  by  their  own  princes. 
The  last  prince  of  Wenden  died  in  1430,  when 
the  principality  of  Wenden  was  annexed,  by 
right  of  succession  through  some  former 
alliance  between  the  reigning  princes,  to  the 
grand-duchy  of  Mecklenburg- Schwerin,  and 
now  forms  one  of  the  six  circles  (hreUe)  into 
which  that  duchy  is  divided.  The  circle  of 
Wenden  contains  about  140,000  inhabitants, 
of  which  10,000  belong  to  the  capital,  Giis- 
trow,  one  of  the  handsomest  towns  in  the 
grand-duchy.  The  palace  is  an  ancient  and 
beautiful  structure,  and  is  said  to  be  one  of 
the  finest  princely  residences  of  the  middle 
ages;  but,  nothwithstanding  its  mediaeval 
and  regal  associations,  it  is  now  appropriated 
as  a  sort  of  prison  or  house  of  correction. 
Giistrow  boasts  of  an  interesting  cathedral, 
and  is  the  seat  of  a  law  court  with  extensive 
jurisdiction.  It  has  flourishing  manufac- 
tories, foundries,  and  cloth  mills,  as  well  as 
some  handsome  jmvate  houses. 

The  arms  of  the  principality  (now  circle) 
of  Wenden  form  the  second  quartering  on 
the  Mecklenburg  escutcheon.  They  are, 
^  asurCy  a  griffin  segreant  or.*  The  crest  is, 
'  out  of  ducal  coronet  or^  two  wlnrja  expanded, 
the  dexter  azure j  the  sinister  or.*  For  the 
edification  of  those  of  our  readers  not  *  well 
up'  in  heraldry,  it  may  be  well  to  explain  that 
'  segreant '  is  a  term  used  exclusively  to  de- 
scribe the  griffin  when  standing  upon  its 
hind  legs  with  the  wings  elevated. 

The  above  remarks  go  far  to  prove  that 
the  Wenden  stamps,  whether  real  or  ficti- 
tious,  emanate  from  Mecklenburg;  and  wo 
think  we  have  said  enough  to  prove  a  prima 
facie  case  of  evidence  in  favour  of  our  theory. 
We  hope  the  misnomer,  Livonia,  will  be 
consigned  to  deserved  oblivion,  with  the 
equally  sweet-sounding  im poster,  Hamonia, 
see  vol.  ii.,  page  48.  The  stamps  themselves 
doubtless  are,  as  stated  at  page  170,  of  vol.  ii., 
genuine,  though  local.  We  only  contend  that 
they  should  be  called  by  their  right  name. 
The  fact  that  the  arms  are  not  represented  in 
their  true  colours  is  no  argument  aofainst  the 
genuine  character  of  the  stamps,  for  do  not 
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we  impress  our  own  family  arma  on  our  note 
paper  in  pink  or  mauve,  colours  never  dreamt 
of  by  oithodox  heralds?  Mount  Brown, 
having  been  '  done  brown'  once  or  twice,  has 
prudently  omitted  these  Wendon  stamps  in 
hie  lust  edition,  tbouj^h  they  were  well  known 
at  the  time  be  published  it.  We  think  he 
may  safely  admit  them  on  the  Mecklenburg 
page  of  his  next  publication. 


THE  NATIVE  MAURITIUS  STAMPS, 
The    '  natiie '    Mauritius   are   amongst  the 
speciftlities  of  a  stamp  album.     Contributing 
=1  but  little  to  the  beanty  of 
4    the  page  on  which  they  are 
3    placed,  they  yet  merit  ad- 
I    missiun  on  aTtcount  of  tbcir 
I    rarity  and  the  i>eculiar  cir- 
3    cnmstances    attendant   on 
A    their  production. 
—I       As  most  amateurs  know, 
the   majority   of  our   colonies    order   their 
stamps  in  England.     De  la  Rue  &  Co.,  in 
particular,  have  mannfactured  many  of  the 
prettiest  specimens  on  the  pvsession  of  which 
collectors  pride  themselves.     Still  this  fact 
robs  the  colonial  stamps  of  much  of  the  im- 
portance which  they  would  gain,  were  they 
the  productions  of  the  colonies  from  which 
they  emanate.     Mauritius  has,  however,  fur- 
nished us  with  genuine  home-made  stamps, 
for  home  use,— and  rough  articles  they  are. 
The  specimen  engraved  is  the  clearest  of  the 
aeries ;  the  others,  with  the  exception  of  the 
individuals  with  the  Greek  border,  are  hardly 
more  than  outlines  of  stamps.      Including 
varieties.  Mount  Brown  gives  thirteen  as  the 
number  of  the  wood-block  stamps,  but  Moens 
only  eight.     Mount  Brown  supposes  that  the 
difference  in  the  positions  of  the  words  form- 
ing the  inscription,  the  size  of  the  lettering, 
and  the  nature  of  the  groundwork  in  these 
stamps  arises  from  the  fact  that  'as  the  old 
block  becnme  worn  out  a  fresh  one  waa  cut.' 
As  the  'natives'  were  current  from  1858 
to  1861,  it  might  have  been  expected  that 
used  specimens  would  have  become  plentiful. 
But  stamp  collectors,  who  have  drawn  forth 
rare   old   Brazilian,    valuable    Spanish,   and 
scarce  Austrian  Mercuries  from  tlieir  hiding- 
places,  have  not  been  able  to  bring  to  light 


the  old  Mauritius.  Nor  have  dealers,  with 
sn  eye  to  reprints,  succeeded  in  obtaining 
the  blocks  (if  any)  which  are  still  in 
existence. 


NEWLT.ISSUED  OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
At  the  conclusion  of  our  papers  on  the  Uoldo- 
Wallachian  provinces,  in  the  July  number  of 
last  year's  magazine,  we  ventured  to  anti- 
cipate the  promulgation  of  e,  series  of  stamps 
bearing  the  head  of  the  reigning  sovereign. 
Our  prognostics  are  now  realised  by  the 
appearance  of  a  type  of  similar  character 
with  the  impressions  employed  by  the  rest 
of  the  civilized  world.  We  cannot  help 
repeating  our  protest  against  the  emission  of 
so  many  heads  and  arms.  Why  cannot  the 
elegantly  emblematical  devices  of  Costa  Rica 
and  Nicaragua,  or  the  Sydney  views,  be  taken 
as  guiding  models  V  We  must  perforce  con- 
sole ourselves  with  the  truth  that  the  quaint- 
looking  and  barbaric  Moldavian  and  Walla- 
chian  individuals  are  superseded,  not  annihi- 
lated, and  that  the  pages  of  the  albums 
containing  them,  will  ever  relieve  the  eye 
from  wearying  of  the  sameness  of  sheets  fall 
of  busts  and  profiles. 

The  annexed  engraving 
figures  the  5  paras  bine,  the 
successor  of  ^e  6  paraa  of 
the  same  colour.  Its  presence 
renders  a  specific  description 
unnecessary.  lake  the  old 
sets,  the  values  are  three  in 
number,  but  each  rather  lower  than  its  pre- 
decessor. The  3  paras  yellow,  6  p.  blue,  and 
JtO  p.  red,  are  replaced  by  a  2  p.,  5  p.,  and 
20  p.,  in  the  corresponding  colours,  printed 
on  white  paper.  If  Prince  Conza  the  First 
is  faithfully  represented,  he  appears  to  pos- 
sess the  characteristics  both  of  ability  and 
amiability.  If  made  at  Munich  the  city  of 
the  fine  arts,  as  rejKirted,  the  exocutdon,  by 
no  means  coming  up  to  the  design,  does  little 
credit  to  the  Bavarian  engraver.  The  im- 
pression is  faint,  the  lettering  of  the  inscrip- 
tion irregular,  and  altogether,  wer«  we  not 
bound  to  credit  their  genuine  character  from 
the  source  whence  they  reached  us,  we  should 
have  been  inclined  to  place  them  among  the 
something  more  than  doubtful  class. 
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A  cotnmaiiicatioii  of  one  of  our  coire- 
Bpondentd  clinches  the  old  proverb  of  nothing 
bmng  new  nnder  the  snii.  A  decade  has 
passed  away  since  the  first  proposal  of  a 
stomp  for  prepaying  Railway  parcels,  and  it 
is  within  a  few  months  only  that  the  idea 
seems  to  have  taken  peiTnanent  root.  We 
should  be  inclined  to  believe  that  the  actnal 
Btamp  figured  in  the  IHugtraled  Newt  no 
longer  existe,  or  it  would  doubtless  have 
Mien  nnder  the  notice  of  collectors  long 
since.  Perhaps  some  Lancashire,  Torkehire, 
or  Lincolnshnv  inhabitant  will  favonr  ns 
with  information  thereupon.  In  the  centre 
of  the  stamp  is  a  cross  bearing  various 
heraldic  devices,  which  a  large  figure  8 
disfigures.  Lg.  at  the  side  intimates  the 
wei^t  covered  by  the  label.     A  scroll  above 

shows    UAHCHESTEB,    tlHErFlBLD,  AND   LINCOIJf- 

BHi&E  RAILWAY;  another  below    has  prepaid 

IBWSI'APEB  PARCEL. 

The    new   stamp  for  Schleawig-Holstein 

-'    here  figured  ia  congenerical 

in  appearance  with  the  la«t 

li   issue    of  Schleswig   pink 

A^    and  green.  The  impression 

U;    now,    in    lieu    of    Grand 

';    Duchy  of  Schleswig,   has 

:    Schleswig'Holstein,      and 

— —  the  value    is   J    schilling. 

We  understand  this  individual  is  destined 

for  the  nse  of  the  German  psH  of  the  country 

north  of  the  Elbe,  and  that  another,  bearing 

the  value  1  silbei^roschen  according  to  the 

Pnusiaa  coinage,   similar  in  colour,   is,  or 

will  be,  issued  i'or  the  southern  part. 

The  official  decease  of  the  existing  series 
of  Polish  stamps  is  announced  in  that  part  of 
the  niagazine  devoted  to  correspondence. 
By  some  inadvertence  last  mouth,  we  were 
made  in  our  notice  of  the  new  sets  of 
Turkish  to  repeat  the  erroneooB  belief  of  the 
employment  of  the  uni-colored  series  for 
ConstantinoplB  alone.  It  has  been  ascertained 
that  the  individuals  composing  it,  both  in 
present  and  superseded  nse,  were  destined 
to  be  applied  by  the  head  offices  to  letters 
coming  &om  uiose  districts  not  hitherto 
reaching  the  dignity  of  possessing  post-offices 
of  their  own. 

The  terrestrial  globe  must  be  tnmed  half 
way    round   before   we    reach   the    South 


I_  American  province,  country, 
3  republic,  kingdom,  empire, 
n  or  whatever  else  it  may 
1  chance  to  be  in  this  present 
y  year  of  grace,  represented  by 
■  the  annexed  engraving.  The 
B  specimen  from  which  we 
describe  has  passed  the  post 
and  rather  suffered  from  it«  long  laud  and 
sea  travels,  so  that  we  can  scarcely  do 
justice  to  its  appearance  in  a  virgin  state. 
It  is  the  peculiar  nankin  yellow  of  many  of 
the  South  American  impressions.  The 
engraving  renders  minute  description  un- 
necessary. At  present  we  know  of  but 
two  values — un  real  yellow,  medio  real 
bright  dark  blue.  The  un  real  is  also  found 
printed  in  olive  green,  as  is  also  the  medio 
real,  both  being  essays ;  it  being  unusual 
to  impress  the  sune  value  iu  two  difiereut 
cohrurs. 

We  have  received  specimens  of  the  new 
5j^  ,2   centcsimi    for   Italy,    of 

■  ;:  which  an  engraving  is 
H  ;  given,  though  it  is  difficult 
B  ■  for  the  artist  to  reproduce 
I                     •■    the   effect  of  this  elegant 

■  '  looking  stamp.  The  type 
B  I    is   sinular  to  that  of   it« 

-^  companion  the  1  c. :  the 
colour  is  a  peculiar  red  brown.  We  have 
also  just  had  a  specimen  of  a  threepenny 
stamp  of  Tasmania,  printed  green  on  whit«. 
Ia  the  absence  of  information  to  the  contrary, 
we  should  imagine  it  to  belong  to  the 
series  of  bill  or  receipt  stamps  described 
sonie  months  since  in  our  pages,  the  device 
of  St.  George  and  the  dragon  being  similar. 
The  peribrating  system  is  now  adopted  in 
Von  Dienien's  Land. 

The  Argentine  cap  of  Liberty,  the  shield 
of  the  Granadine  Confederation,  the  branches 
~  of  Peru,  and  a  reminder  of 
the  landscapes  of  Nicaragua 
or  Costa  !^ca,  with  half-a- 
dozen  stars  taking  a  bath  at 
sunrise  or  sunset,  compose 
the  stamp  closing  our  rather 
voluminous  list  of  novelties 
this  month,  and  purporting  to  represent  the 
Bepablic  of  the  brave  Bohvia. 
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SKETCHES  OF  THE  LESS-KNOWN 
STAMP  COUNTRIES. 

BY     DR.     C.     W.     VINER,     A.M. 
UVONIA. 

Three  years  ago,  perhaps  longer,  a  pair  of 
transverse  oblong  stamps  occasionaUy  ap- 
peared among  the  specimens  offered  for  sale  in 
shop  windows,  one  printed  in  green,  the  other 
in  rose  colour.  On  these  no  yalue  was  speci- 
fied ;  but  a  simple  intimation  in  Oerman  that 
the  former  was  intended  for  packets,  and  the 
latter  for  letters.  The  town,  province,  or 
country  issuing  them  purported  to  be  a  cer- 
tain Wenden.  Where  and  what  Wenden 
might  be,  no  one,  vendors  included,  seemed 
to  have  the  least  idea.  On  application  to 
gazetteers  and  cyclopedias,  there  appeared  to 
be  two  places  called  Wenden,  one  a  province 
or  circle  of  Livonia  in  Russia,  the  other  in 
the  Grand  Duchy  of  Mecklenburg- Schwerin. 
The  inscription  being  in  German  seemed  to 
preclude  the  idea  of  these  impressions  emanat- 
ing from  Russia,  and  Mecklenburg- Schwerin 
possessing  a  set  of  stamps  of  its  own,  it  did 
not  appear  probable  that  an  obscure  district 
should  possess  the  privilege  of  a  private  post- 
age emission.  These  stamps,  in  consequence, 
were  almost  universally  ignored  by  collectors, 
or,  if  admitted  at  all,  exiled  to  the  last  page 
of  their  albums  with  the  swindling  impostures 
of  Iceland,  Mekka,  Cochin  China,  and  other 
'vermin.'  Notwithstanding  further  partial 
but  still  vague  information,  matters  rested 
thus  till  the  early  part  of  the  summer  of  1862, 
when  a  still  more  curious  individual  entered 
an  appearance  in  the  shape  of  a  stamp  almost 
identical  with  the  Russian  series,  with  the 
exception  of  the  oval  central  field  which  was 
untenanted  by  any  device  whatever.  This 
anomalous  affair  professed  to  come  as  suc- 
cessor to  the  aforesaid  pink  oblong,  now 
obsolete.  Ex  nihilo  nihil  fit  was  the  motto  of 
stamp  collectors,  and  Wenden  the  First  and 
Second  not  having  been  recognised,  Wenden 
the  Third  fared  no  better. 

When  Galileo  was  obliged,  in  the  presence 
of  the  Pope  and  solemn  conclave  of  bigoted 
cardinals,  on  bended  knees  to  denounce  his 
own  theory  of  the  earth's  revolution  round 
the  sun,  he  could  not  help  muttering  in  a  low 
voice  on  rising  from  the  ground,  *'E  pur  si 


muove  * — *  nevertheless  it  does  move.'  St  lied 
parva  componere  magnis,  the  small  circle  of 
Wenden  in  like  manner,  sublimdiy  indifferent 
to  the  exclusion  of  its  postage  stamps  from 
the  albums  of  Councillor  This,  the  Reverend 
That,  and  Monsieur  un  Tel,  continued  to  emit 
them,  and  last  summer  started  Wenden  the 
Fourth  in  all  the  glory  of  an  accredited 
provincial  recognition,  with  the  heretofore 
unsightly  virgin  shield  emblazoned  with  its 
own  insignia. 

Few, if  any,  stamps  have  fought  so  long  and 
so  patiently  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  due 
rights  and  privileges,  which  we  hope  will  now 
be  duly  accorded  by  the  timbroplulic  world ; 
and,  in  continuation  of  our  articles  on  the 
less-known  stamp  countries,  we  append  a 
slight  sketch  of  the  Russian  province  whose 
name  heads  the  paper. 

The  pious  but  illogical  divine  who  landed 
the  foresight  of  Providence  for  causing  the 
finest  rivers  to  flow  near  the  largest  towns, 
had  he  been  a  citizen  of  Riga  the  capital  of 
Livonia,  would  have  considered  his  coantry- 
men  peculiarly  favoured  by  the  irruption  of 
the  Baltic  to  their  shores,  enriching  them 
with  sufficient  commerce  to  rank  the  place 
second  to  St.  Petersburg  idone  iu  the  enor- 
mous Russian  empire. 

Livonia's  plains  are  ftdl  of  com,  its  forests 
abound  in  game,  its  lakes  and  rivers  in  fish, 
and  cattle,  both  wild  and  tame,  cover  the  land. 
The  transformation  of  the  hares  ftt)m  a  drab 
colour  in  summer  to  snow-white  in  winter  is 
singular.  The  province  takes  its  name  from 
the  Idven  or  Lives,  its  ancient  denizens. 
Though  now  belonging  to  Russia,  the  de- 
scendants of  Swedes  and  Germans  form  the 
largest  majority,  particularly  of  the  upper 
classes.  The  Livonians  enjoy  some  peculiar 
privileges,  especially  that  of  exemption  from 
the  monopoly  of  spirits  by  the  imperial  govern- 
ment, in  force  in  other  parts  of  the  empire. 
The  lower  classes  are  very  industrious,  par- 
ticulariy  the  Lettes  in  the  south-west,  who 
fiEishion  every  necessary  for  themselves,  each 
man  understanding  all  trades. 

Li  one  of  Albert  Smith's  inimitable  mono- 
logues, he  related  an  anecdote  of  an  individual 
whom  he  met  in  a  steamer,  who  fiavoured  him 
with  a  narrative  *  the  most  tedious  and  unin- 
teresting I  ever  heard,  and  now  I  am  going 
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to  repeat  it  to  yon ! '  The  history  of  Livonia  is 
somewhat  in  the  same  category,  bnt  the  title 
of  my  present  article  necessitates  my  follow- 
ing so  worthy-to-be-followed  an  example. 

The  middle  of  the  twelfth  century  first  in- 
troduced this  country  within  the  pale  of 
European  civilisation.  Some  merchants  of 
Bremen,  according  to  its  English,  but  Lubeck 
following  its  French  genealogists,  penetrated 
thither  for  the  sake  of  trade,  and,  as  Hartk- 
ni>ch  naively  adds,  could  not  help  bringing 
Christianity  with  them.  The  first  bishop, 
Menard,  was  consecrated  by  the  Archbishop 
of  Bremen.  His  immediate  successor,  Bert- 
hold,  founded  the  city  of  Riga,  which  Albert  I., 
the  next  bishop,  fortified. 

Some  of  the  still  pagan  natives  giving  the 
episcopal  government  much  trouble,  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Teutonic  knights  was  called 
for,  and  the  country  eventually  fell  under 
their  power  for  more  than  three  hundred 
years,  and  in  1518  William  of  Plettenberg, 
the  forty-first,  the  Livonian  master,  in  con- 
sideration of  a  sum  paid  to  his  superior, 
Albert,  Margrave  of  Brendenbourg,  assumed 
the  sovereignty  of  the  country,  and  was 
created  a  Prince  of  the  empire. 

In  consequence  of  some  dispute  between 
one  of  his  successors,  William  of  Furstenberg, 
and  the  Archbishop  of  Biga,  variously  re- 
lated by  historians,  the  assistance  of  Sigis- 
mond  King  of  Poland  was  called  in ;  this 
wise  step  eventuated  in  the  usual  way,  re- 
alising the  old  fable  of  the  lawyers  and  the 
oyster, — the  Polish  monarch  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  principality  himsel  f !  The  received 
account  is  this,  Ivan, Grand  Duke  of  Muscovy, 
entered  the  province  with  a  numerous  army, 
became  master  of  several  towns,  ravaged  the 
country,  and  carried  off  the  Grand  Master 
prisoner  of  war.  William  Kettler,  who  was 
elected  in  his  place,  again  appealing  to  Sigis- 
mnnd,  the  latter,  as  the  price  of  his  assistance, 
demanded  and  obtained  the  cession  of  the 
province. 

For  another  century,  this  country,  which  if 
it  hath  not  what  the  poet  calls,  *  the  fatal  gift 
of  beauty,'  possesses  undoubtedly  what,  for 
a  small  and  unprotected  province,  is  the 
equally  fatal  one  of  fertility,  was  quarrelled 
over  and  alternately  ransacked,  protected, 
oppressed,  and  possessed  by  Sweden,  Poland, 


and  Russia.  Once  during  this  period  it  was 
raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  kingdom !  The 
then  Grand  Duke  of  Muscovy  created  Mag- 
nus, Duke  of  Holstein,  its  king,  privately 
intending  to  get  it  for  himself  on  the  first 
convenient  opportunity.  Charles  IX.  of 
Sweden,  and  Gustarus  Adolphus  both  waged 
continual  war  with  Poland  for  this  bone  c^ 
contention,  till  the  peace  of  Oliva  was  pro- 
claimed, the  former  power  taking  the  northern 
and  the  latter  the  southern  districts. 

The  present,  and  in  all  human  probability 
the  permanent,  adjustment  of  the  quarrel, 
ceding  Livonia  with  Esthonia,  &c.,  to  Russia 
in  perpetuity  on  the  simple  condition  of  the 
preservation  of  some  of  its  ancient  privileges, 
dates  from  the  era  of  Peter  the  Gh*eat. 

When  Frederic  Augustus  engaged  by  his 
coronation  oath  to  recover  all  provinces  once 
possessed  by  Poland,  Livonia  was  of  course 
included  in  the  list.  Like  the  dog  and  the 
shadow  ho  did  not  get  what  he  wanted,  and 
he  lost  what  he  had.     If  the  monarch  who 

*  Left  a  name  at  which  the  world  grew  pale, 
To  point  a  moral,  or  adorn  a  tale,' 

had  won,  not  lost,  the  battle  of  Pultowa,  the 
subject  of  our  article  might  have  been  now  an 
appanage  of  Sweden,  but  '  Fate  or  Fortune 
otherwise  decreed ;'  and  the  Czar  Peter  ob- 
tained for  himself  and  his  successors,  'not  for 
an  age,  but  for  all  time,'  the  fertile  province 
of  Livonia. 

The  stamps  which  give  rise  to  our  subject, 
though  usually,  nay  universally,  called  Livo- 
nian, really  belong  exclusively  to  one  of  its 
five  circles  called  Wenden,  and  under  that 
denomination  ought  to  be  interpolated  into 
our  catalogues.  This  small  portion  of  the 
province  was  colonised  in  the  beginning  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  by  some  of  the  Mo- 
ravian brethren,  a  well-known  sect  of  German 
protestants.  The  country  then  belonged  to 
Sweden,  and  the  new  comers,  by  their  indus- 
try, sobriety,  and  superior  ability,  soon  became 
the  most  flourishing  of  the  Livonian  popula- 
tion. Among  other  useful  institutions,  they 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  local  postal  system, 
the  head-quarters  of  which  was  in  Wenden, 
the  chief  town  of  the  circle. 

We  have  stated  before  that  the  occupation 
of  the  country  by  Russia,  which  the  conven- 
tion of  Nystadt  settled,  did  not  debar  the 
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inhabituits  of  Livonia  team  the  eierciae  of 
most  of  their  pecnliar  priTileges,  and  among 
others  the  local  postal  institation  was,  and 
has  ever  since  been  respected.  It  eeeniB  there 
was  at  first  some  difficulty  in  obtaining; 
permission  to  emblazon  their  arms  on  the 
second  issue,  hnt  as  the  Romanists  hnild  their 
cathedrals  and  churches  with  a  place  for  the 
addition  of  a  tower  or  steeple  when  they  get 
the  requisite  permission,  so  the  Wendenitee 
prepared  the  green  blank,  and  in  due  time,  the 
Finlanders  being  allowed  their  lion,  th«y  were 
accorded  the  presentiment  of  their  griffin. 

The  stamps  of  Wenden  amount  at  present 
to  four  in  number;  three  of  which  are  for 
letter,  and  the  other  for  parcel  postage.  The 
monetary  valne  of  the  latter  is  4  Icopek,  and 
that  of  each  of  the  former,  half  that  snm. 
As  &r  as  we  can  ascertain  they  have  never 
yet  figured  in  any  accredited  catalogue,  but 
when  Uonnt  Brown  favours  us  with  his  next 
edition,  he  will  no  doubt  include  them,  and 
this  singular  and  interesting  quartette  take 
its  due  rank  in  the  variegated  pages  of 
the  albums  of  the  timbrophiliet. 


TIMBRO-POSTAL  STATISTICS. 
The  following  statistics  have  been  compiled 
irom  the  fifth  edition  of  Uount  Brown's 
catalogue,  but  all  stamps  issaed  since  its 
publication  have  been  incladed.  The  num- 
ber of  stamps  now  in  existence,  eiclnsive 
of  private  locals,  is  1391.*  Of  these  the 
largest  proportion,  as  might  be  expected, 
has  been  issued  in  Europe,  which  pos- 
sesses 841.  From  North  and  South 
America,  333  stamps  have  emanated;  from 
Oceania,  103  ;  whilst  Asia  is  represented 
only  by  59,  and  Airica  by  55.  The  obsolete 
stamps  have  a  majority  of  231  over  those 
which  are  cnrrent,  the  former  nnmbering 
811,  and  the  latter  580.  394  stamps  have 
been  issued  by  various  kingdoms,  164  by 
empires,  208  by  republics,  214  by  dnchies 
and  principalities,  40  by  the  free  cities,  and 
16  by  the  Swiss  cantons.  Our  own  colonies 
have  emitted  316  stamps,  and  various  foreign 
■  Only  ODe  colour  Tor  each  aUiiip  of  each  i»ue  haa 
becD  emimented.  Had  ail  the  Tuiooa  and  often  acci- 
dental ahadia  been  included,  Ihc  number  of  exiiting 
(tampt  would  have  been  iDcreaaed  to  '  upwardi  ot  2400/ 
aa  itatrd  on  the  title  page  to  HounC  Btdwu'b  catalogue. 


colonies  only  39.  Impresaons  in  coloured 
ink  have  found  the  most  fovour,  there  being 
1162  stamps  so  impressed,  whilst  there  tu« 
but  186  black  impressions,  only  36  stampa 
printed  in  two  colours,  and  7  (the  old  Natel 
and  1852  Su^inian)  in  relief  on  coloured 
paper.  645  stamps  bear  the  arms  of  the 
conntries  in  which  they  were  or  are  current, 
or  some  emblematic  device  in  their  centre,  and 
a  rather  smaller  number,  59^,  are  adorned 
with  the  effigies  of  monarchs  or  other  nota- 
bilities; 146  have  the  numeral  of  value  as 
their  central  design;  4  (namely,  the  three 
British  Oniana  newspaper  labels  and  one  of 
the  old  Livonian)  have  a  blank  spaoe  in  the  • 
centre ;  the  two  transversely-oblong  Livo- 
nians  have  only  an  inscription  over  the 
background ;  and  the  town  of  Brunswick 
envelope  the  five  letters,  st.  p.  fk.,  within  a 
circle.  To  conclude :  there  are  193  enve- 
lope, 23  newspaper,  8  unpaid  letter,  9  official, 
3  'registered,'  and  1  each  returned  letter  and 
*  too  late '  stamps. 


CONFEDERATE  LOCAL  STAMPS. 
The  subjoined  stamp  is  one  of  a  series,  of 
which  comparatively  tittle  is  known.     Shortly 
I  H  after  the  commencement  of 

I  the  present  conflict  in  Ame- 
H  rica,    the    post    officials  in 

II  several  towns  in  the  weateni 
II  and  soath-westem  portions 
II  of  the  Confederacy  started 
11  stamps  for,  we  presume,  lo- 
ll cal  use.     Uost  probably,  the 

supply  of  U.  S.  stamps  was  exhausted,  and 
in  those  oat-lying  districts,  the  seceeidon 
stamps  had  not  been  received.  From  New 
Orleans,  Mobile,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Memphis, 
variously  designed  labels  emanated,  which 
have  become  exceedingly  scarce.  Very  few 
genuine  specimens  of  any  of  them  have  been 
seen  in  this  country.  Most  collectors  have 
had  to  content  themselves  with  fac-eimiies. 
The  '  Riddell  *  stamps  have  had  a  lai^er  ciiv 
cnlation,  bnt  it  is  somewhat  difGcnlt  to  distin- 
guish the  imitations  &om  the  originals.  The 
embossment  of  the  figure  of  value  is  gwo- 
rally  the  best  test  of  genuineness,  thon^  we 
have  seen  some  specimens,  received  direct 
from  Kew  Orleans,  with  no  part  of  the  letter- 
ing or  figure  in  relief 
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The  stamp  engraved  above  is  catalogued 
as  a  local,  but  when  it  is  considered  that,  at 
the  time  of  its  issue,  the  Confederate  govern- 
ment had  its  head-quarters  at  Nashville,  it 
is  not  impossible  that  it  mav  have  had  a 
more  general  currency.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  stated  that  the  *  Mc  Callaway '  stamp, 
hitherto  placed  amongst  the  U.  S.  locals, 
was  really  the  provincial  issue  of  the 
Confederacy.  In  1863,  the  Charleston 
post-ofiice  emitted  a  5  c.  stamp,  and  in  the 
same  year  the  Florida  Express  stamp  was 
first  heard  of.  Whether  the  last-mentioned 
was  a  government  stamp  or  not  is  uncertain, 
but  all  the  rest  of  the  early -issued  Confede- 
rate locals  were  the  emissions  of  local  post- 
offices,  and  not  like  those  of  the  Northern 
States,  of  private  persons  and  companies. 
In  1862,  however,  *  Buck's  Richmond  Ex- 
press' was  established,  and  issued  a  set  of 
large  rectangular  stamps,  and  since  then,  a 
handsome  stamp,  inscribed  Richmond  postaob, 
emanating  from  an  unascertained  source,  and 
the  *  Richmond  City  Post '  label,  probably  a 
local,  have  appeared. 

By  the  fortune  of  war,  all  the  towns  in 
which  locals  have  been  issued,  except  Mobile 
and  Richmond,  have  been  taken  from  the 
Confederates,  and  the  evacuation  of  these 
two  does  not  seem  improbable.  The  stamps 
referred  to  have  therefore  a  peculiar  interest, 
shared  only  by  the  provisional  E  uropean  issues. 
Their  circulation  commenced  with  the  sub- 
version of  established  rule  and  the  institution 
of  a  new  government.  Old  things  were 
swept  away — old  customs,  old  traditions. 
Everything  typical  in  the  least  degree  of  the 
now  severed  connexion  between  North  and 
South  was  abolished,  and  amongst  the  rest 
the  stamps  of  the  United  States.  The  hastily 
improvised  individuals  which  we  have  noticed 
for  a  while  occupied  their  place,  and  were 
then  superseded  by  the  official  Confederate 
issnes.  Should  the  struggle  end  in  the 
success  of  the  South,  it  may  be  that  the 
early  locals  will  be  looked  back  upon  as  the 
precursors  of  a  multitude,  equal  to  those  with 
which  the  Northern  States  have  been  deluged. 
Bat  should  secession  end  in  the  submission  of 
the  Confederates,  the  pro.  tem,  stamps  of  Mo- 
bile, Nashville,  <&c.,  will  be  but  the  memen- 
toes of  the  existence  of  a  crushed  rebellion. 


NELLY'S  COLLECTION. 

Now,  cousin  Joe,  Til  try  to  prove 

Collecting  is  a  real  pleasure : 
And  if  you  U  at  my  album  look, 

Tou  will  confess  if  s  quite  a  treasure. 

Here's  German  figures.  Austrian  heads. 
And  handsome  envelopes  of  Baden ; 

There  Hamburg's  castle,  Brunswick's  horse, 
The  dove  of  Basle,  and  shield  of  Sweden. 

Here's  Mulready's  well-known  vignette ; 

There  the  Pope's  keys  and  triple  bonnet ; 
This  set  bears  good  King  Victors  head. 

And  that  has  cruel  Bomba's  on  it. 

Those  are  the  French  republic  stamps, 
And  these  are  little  Denmark's  issue ; 

Those  Turkish,  with  the  crescent,  are 
On  paper  of  the  thinnest  tissue. 

The  Russian  are  '  such  loves '  of  stamps, — 
Now,  cousin  Joseph,  don't  you  thinx  so  ? 

You're  looking  over  at  mamma : 
Oh !  what  a  shame,  for  you  to  wink  so ! 

You're  all  attention;  oh,  yes,  now; 

Well,  give  it  to  my  Cinnilese, — 
Have  vou  e'er  seen  such  cnarming  stamps, 

Sucn  brilliant  envelopes  as  these  ? 

The  Dong  Kong  are  a  pretty  set, 
With  Chinese  figures  in  tne  border. 

It's  all  Chinese  to  you  ?  Oh,  fie ! 
I  really  must  caU  you  to  order. 

These  are  the  up;ly  Indian  stamps. 
And  this  the  issue  for  Batavia ; 

And  here  are  the  new  Argentine, 
With  head  of  Bernard  Kivadavia ; 

And  here  are  Chili can't  you  stop  ? 

Then,  Cousin  Joseph,  of  a  truth 
I'll  close  my  book,  and  leave  you  still 

An  uninitiated  youth. 


POSTAL   CHIT-CHAT. 

Motto  pou  a  Postage  Stamp.— *  A  penny  for  your 
thoughts.' 

Tub  Postman's  Knock.— A  knock  that  brings  every- 
one down. 

High  Treason  at  the  Post-office.— Punching  ^e 
Queen's  head. — Fun. 

Were  Postage  Stamps  in  the  habit  of  swearing,  what 
would  they  be  most  likely  to  swear  by  ? *  By  gum  !* 

The  Prussian  Government  has  demanded  of  Austria 
that  it  should  be  entrusted  with  the  postal  administration 
of  Schleswig-Holstein. 

Post-office  Query. — How  many  letters  would  a 
fellow  have  to  put  in  the  post  before  ne  may  be  sidd  to 
have  *  put  in  a  word*  ? — Jntn. 

Some  of  the  Letters  in  the  Mails  on  board  the 
steam  packet  Colombo,  which  was  wrecked  on  its  home- 
ward vovage  from  the  East,  were  secured,  and  delivered  in 
Englana  with  the  postmark,  '  Saved  from  the  wreck  of  the 
Colombo.' 

A  General  Comparison. 

General  Lee  can  conquer  a  host, 

General  Grant  is  the  lankeee'  boast. 

And  of  Sherman  they're  proud,  but  I  like  most 

Our  well  known  and  useful  General— Post. 


62 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE.       [Apru,  1, 1865. 


^Chambebs's  Journal'  states  that  there  are  at  least 
nine  different  counterfeits  of  the  half-dollar  postage 
stamps.  This  is  erroneous ;  there  is  no  50  c(>nt  postage 
btamp,  nor  have  we  ever  seen  a  forged  U.  8.  stamp  of  any 
other  value.  Probably  it  is  the  half  dollar  *  postal  cur- 
rency '  which  has  been  thus  forged. 

Stamps  of  thb  Swiss  Canton  of  Tf.881N. — ^The  Gov- 
ernment of  this  canton  never  issued  any  regular  postage 
stamps,  but  they  employed  stamps  of  25  and  5U  centimes, 
as  the  mode  of  payment,  and  these  were  used  in  franking 
letters.  They  are  printed  in  relief  on  coloured  paper,  and 
bear  the  arms  of  the  canton. 

The  Ducht  of  Mkcklbnbueo-Strelitz,  with  a  de- 
creasing population  of  less  than  100,000,  is  perhaps  the 
smallest  of  the  German  States.  The  present  Grand-Duke 
Frederick  William  I.  is  however  one  of  the  wealthiest 
German  sovereigns,  about  one-half  of  his  dominions  being 
his  own  private  property. 

Among  the  Stamps  suooestbd  by  private  individuals, 
but  never  in  actual  circulation,  is  one  for  the  value  of 
threepence,  issued  by  a  firm  in  London*  printed  in  colours 
on  white  paper — the  colours  in  which  it  has  been  printed 
are  red,  blue,  and  green.  The  design  represents  a  female 
bust  (full  foce),  on  a  circular  field;  above  is  the  word 
POSTAGE,  below  the  value  of  the  stamp,  threepence. 

The  Qveen  a  Frank  Collector. — ^The  Queen  has, 
or  had,  a  collection  of  fhmks  of  the  Peers  and  M.P.'s  who 
held  seats  in  her  first  Parliament.  In  procuring  those  she 
is  said  to  have  emploved  the  services  of  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Murray,  Sir  Charles  Phipps,  and  the  ladies  of  her  court ; 
but  I  have  never  heard  that  Her  Majesty  was  able  to 
succeed  in  making  her  collection  quite  complete. — Unee  a 
Week. 

By  a  Notice  issued  by  the  British  Postmaster- 
General  on  the  20th  ult.,  certain  alterations  in  the  postal 
rates  were  promulgated,  which  will  certainljr  prove  a  ^at 
boon  to  the  public,  and  may  possibly  necessitate  the  issue 
of  stamps  of  new  values.  On  and  after  the  1st  of  this 
month,  the  rate  of  postage  on  a  letter  above  one  oz.  in 
weight,  and  not  exceeding  l\  oz.,  will  be  3d. ;  upon  a 
letter  above  2  oz.,  and  not  exceeding  2|  oz.,  5d.,  and  so  on, 
the  postage  advancing  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  for  every 
additional  half  ounce  or  fraction  of  half  ounce*. 

The  Danish  ^Thiele'  Stamp.— In  1856  a  book  was 
published  in  Cupc^nhagen,  containing  a  description  of  the 
city  and  the  addresses  of  merchants,  tradesmen,  &c.  To 
each  of  these— or  to  all  those  who  chose  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  work  as  an  advertising  medium — a  certain 
space  was  allotted,  in  whidi  they  were  at  liberty  to  set 
forth  ^eir  peculiar  claims  to  notice.  Among  the  rest  was 
a  printer,  named  Thiele,  who  hit  upon  the  expedient  (f 
attracting  attention,  by  simply  filling  up  his  allotment  of 
space  wim  the  representation  of  an  envelope,  directed  to 
himself;  the  po^  stamps  and  labels  were  got  up  similar 
to  those  in  cireulation,  and  the  resemblance  to  the  original 
was  in  all  resoects  complete.  Thiele's  ruse  to  attract 
notice  answerea  its  purpose,  although  it  must  be  remarked 
that  such  a  plan  in  this  country  might  have  been  checked 
bv  the  Post-offlce  authorities.  However,  it  deserves  a 
place  in  the  annals  of  advertising. — Ca»$eir»  Illustrated 
Family  Faper, 

Stamped  under  foot. — ^The  Russians,  by  way  of  trying 
to  stamp  out  the  last  embers  of  the  Poush  revolution, 
have  abolished  the  Polish  postage  stampw  and  commanded 
the  use  of  the  Russian  article.  Well,  tne  czar  has  taken 
off  so  many  Polish  heads  already  that  this  is  hardly  a 
matter  of  wonder.  If  he  could  only  put  Russian  heads  on 
Polish  shoulders,  as  well  as  Polish  haters.  Warsaw  would 
soon  be  really  in  a  state  of  tranquility. — rtm.    [Unfortu- 


nately the  point  of  this  allusion  is  lost,  as  neither  the 
Russian  nor  Polish  stamps  arc  ornamented  with  a  head.] 

New  Mode  op  Deuybrinq  Lettf.rs. — The  number 
of  visiting  cards  posti'd  at  Madrid  on  the  occasion  of  last 
New  Year's  Day  was  250,000,  a  mere  trifie  compared  with 
those  of  Paris,  but  a  great  many  for  the  capital  of  Spain. 
Some  of  the  postmen,  to  save  themselves  the  trouble  of 
deliverine  the  cards,  threw  them  into  the  Manzanares, 
the  small  stream  which  passes  through  Madrid.  Many 
were  found  on  the  banks  of  the  river  by  the  police,  and  as 
the  stamps  on  the  envelopes  showed  from  what  office  the? 
had  been  despatched,  the  guilty  postmen  were  discoverec, 
arrested,  and  committed  to  prison. 

A  quaint  English  Essay.— An  anoD3rmoas  author 
circulated  in  1838  or  1839  a  printed  note,  without  either 

address  or  date,  in  which  he  declared 
that  envelopes  were  unnecessary;  that 
letters  should  be  written  on  a  sheet  of 
stamped  paper,  or  that  a  stamp  should 
be  used  naving  an  adhesive  revene, 
which  should  to  attached  to  the  letter, 
and  should  be  obliterated  in  pasnng 
through  the  post-office.  The  stamps 
were  to  be  square ;  to  he  printed  in  black  on  white  paper. 
Four  were  suggested,  bearing  n-speetively  the  following 
inscriptions : — post  office,  under  half  oz.  weight. 
Id.  ;  POST  office,    under  one  oz.  weight.  2d.  ;  post 

OFFICE,      under  two   OZ.   WEIGHT.  4D.  ;    POST    OFFICE. 
UNDER  THREE  OZ.   WEIGHT.    6d. 


POST  OFFICE 
mtncR 

ONE  Oz. 

WBIOHT 

2d. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

SYDNEY  STAMP. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazixe.* 

Sir, — Having  in  my  collection  a  particularly  clean  two- 
penny *  View  of  Syiicy,'  which  differs  ftom'  any  of  Mr. 
Pemberton's  descriptions,  it  may  perhaps  interest  at  least 
that  gentleman  if  I  describe  it. 

It  most  resembles  his  No.  YII.,  inasmuch  as  the  span- 
drils  contaiu  perpendicular  waved  lines,  but  the  housrs 
arc  detached,  and  both  they  and  the  church  are  fiu*  better 
finished  than  in  any  other  specimens — they  have  windows 
and  there  is  an  attempt  at  perspective  in  the  cburth. 
Both  hill  and  sea  are  shaded.  Further,  on  the  left  U^ 
quarter  of  the  bale  of  goods  the  word  x^*  is  distinctly 
visible,  it  can  eycn  be  r^d  by  the  naked  eye.  The  em- 
blem on  the  right  top  quarter  is,  as  usual,  not  dear :  it 
reminds  me  more  of  an  anchor  than  anything  else.  The 
colour  is  greenish-blue  on  a  yellowish-white  pAptr. 

X.  H.  H. 

[From  the  accurate  description  of  our  correspondent's 
stamp,  detailing  so  many  fkcial  improvements  in  the 
landscape,  as  far  as  can  be  judged  without  pemooal  in- 
spection, we  are  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  *  it  is  too 
good  to  be  true.* — Ed.] 

SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  POUSH  STAMPS. 
7b  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collbctor'h  Maoaxine.' 

Sir, — I  hereby  beg  to  inform  you  that  from  the  1st  sf 
March  (13th  of  the  new  style),  the  use  of  the  Polish 
postage  stamps  is  prohibited  throughout  the  whole  king- 
dom, and  the  Russian  ones  introduced  to  fulfil  their  pUee. 
From  Uie  Dziennir  Wartsaicski.  Stamp  ec^ooton  are 
earnestly  requested  to  acquire  them  ere  it  is  too  late. 
I  remain,  dear  sir,  yours  ver)'  truly. 

MAX  JOSEPH. 
VierzMoWj  Boland,  • 
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AN  UNKNOWN  COSTA  MCA  STAMP. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collectob's  Maoazimb.' 

Dbab  Snt,— At  the  end  of  Moens*  Illmtraiions,  on 
plate  52,  is  a  representation  of  a  so-called  Costa  Rica 
stamp.  Its  diape  is  rectangular ;  in  the  square  border  is 
the  inscription,  costa  bica  fbanco  pobte  dob  cent; 
vitbin  an  oTal  is  a  spread-eaele,  holding  a  serpent  in  its 
daws,  aboTe  an  armorial  shield.  I  have  never  seen  any 
notice  of  this  stamp  in  any  catalogue  or  publication 
besides  MoensS  who  catalogues  it  (together  with  a  5  cent 
of  the  same  design)  without  remark.  Please  give  me  any 
information  you  may  have  concerning  them,  and  oblige, 

Dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

AyUtbury,  L.  B. 


A  LIVOXIAN  ESSAY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collkctob's  Magazine.' 

Sib, — Will  you  favour  me  by  inserting  in  your  maga- 
sine  a  few  remarks  respecting  an  essay  Uiat  came  under 
my  inspection  the  other  day  ?  A  German  friend  who 
sent  it  to  me  assures  me  that  it  is  not  a  forgery,  but  an 
exceedingly  rare  essay  for  Livonia.  The  stamp  is  con- 
siderably larger  than  the  one  now  in  circulation  and 
somewhat  resembles  it.  Rectangular,  with  blue  ground ; 
the  inner  frame  octagonal,  with  a  Maltese  cross  in  each 
comer.  The  inscription  is  bbiefmabkb  at  top,  wendrn* 
ftCHBN  KBEISES  at  sides,  and  a  bugle  at  the  bottom.  The 
inner  oval  is  of  red,  on  which  is  a  winged  creature  similar 
to  the  ordinary  stamp,  except  that  the  tail  is  not  nearly  so 
long,  and  in.  its  hand  a  sceptre,  with  a  small  cross  at  top, 
of  bright  gold.  The  stamp  is  not  at  all  glazed,  and  will 
not  spoil  with  water. 

Tours  truly,  

*VIVE  UT  VIVAS.' 


THE  ENGRAVING  OF  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collectob's  Magazine.' 

Dbab  Sib, — I  have  often  wondered  how  it  is  that  the 
exact  design  of  stamps  of  one  value  is  reproduced  in  fac- 
simile on  those  of  other  values.  In  your  current  Postal 
Chit-eliat,  you  speak  of  Mr.  Humphrey  as  having  been  the 
engmrer  of  the  original  plate,  from  wliich  all  the  Queen's 
heads  on  our  stamps  have  been  produced  by  *■  mechanical 
multiplication.'  vVliat  is  the  meaning  of' these  words  ^ 
and  can  you,  or  anj  correspondent,  inform  me  how  this 
accurate  reproduction  is  caused  ?  By  so  doing  you  will 
fiTour 

Tours  faithAillv. 

Bristol.  IGNORAMUS. 


ANSWERS   TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

NoBA. — Our  heraldic  correspondent  desires  us  to  correct 
her  error  in  representing  the.  *  Hanoverian  horse '  as  azure 
init4»fld  of  argent.  Her  application  for  information  is  re- 
plied to  by  a  subscriber,  under  the  signature  of— 

B.  A.  H.,  who  offers  to  answer  any  queries  on  heraldic 
subjeeti^  on  receipt  of  a  communication,  addressed  to  those 
imfittla,  Poet-oflSoe,  Euston  Square,  London.  He  gives 
the  Wurtembnrg  shield  as:  dexter  side,  field  or,  three 
■tags  9Me  ;  sinister  side  or^  3  lions  passants  tahle, — ^The 
arms  of  the  two  Mecklenburgs  are  identical. 

J.  J.  B. — ^The  strange  animal  that  nuzzles  you,  on  the 
Spaniah  oflScial  stamps,  is  the  badge  ot  the  golden  fleece, 
the  highest  order  in  Spain. 


J.  Y.,  Leicester. — Your  questions,  like  those  of  an- 
other correspondent,  are  almost  as  flooring  as  a  Civil 
Service  examination,  but  we  will  reply  to  the  best  of  our 
ability.  The  penny  red,  anterior  to  our  present  issue, 
dates  from  ISdo ;  the  current  blue,  with  letters  in  each 
an^le,  fh>m  1860.  Moens  gives  the  date  of  the  octagonal 
series  as  1842,  Levrault  in  1866,  and  Mount  Brown  no 
date.  We  are  sadly  in  want  of  accurate  information 
respecting  our  own  stamps,  llie  fourpenny,  sixpenny, 
ana  shilung  no  letters  in  comers  came  forth  in  1856. — 
We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  when  the  dark  blue  of 
the  French  empire  ceased  to  be  issued  — The  4  sk.  brown 
and  8  sk.  green  of  Denmark,  on  a  wavy,  are  both  later  in 
date  than  their  respective  values  on  a  dotted  ground. — 
The  population  of  the  grand-duchy  of  Mecklenburg- 
Strelitx  is  about  100,000,  that  of  Mecklenburg-Sehwerm 
nearly  six  times  as  many. — The  Swedish  *Mmiurkefor 
Lokalbref '  was  of  the  same  value  as  the  current  3  ore,  its 
present  representative. — ^The  Polish  stamps,  as  you  will 
see  ftt>m  a  correspondent's  letter  in  this  number,  will  be 
officially  defunct  in  the  course  of  the  pn^sent  year. — 
Modena  first  started  stamps  in  1864,  and  Panna  two 
years  previously.  The  female  regent  was  the  widow  of 
the  duke  who  was  assassinated  in  that  same  year.  She 
was  a  sister  of  the  Duke  of  Bordeaux.— The  lion  series  of 
Tuscany  appears  to  have  been  issued  indiscriminately  and 
simultaneously  on  blue  and  white  paper. — ^The  first  Por- 
tuguese stamp  bearing  the  head  of  the  reigning  king 
appeared  in  1862. — The  6  c.  vermilion  and  10  o.  rose  of 
Luzon  were  issued  in  1862  also. — Our  article  on  Buenos 
Ayres  stamps,  in  the  January  number  for  this  year, 
embodies  accurate  information  respecting  them. — The 
Brazilian  *  heads'  are  as  yet  *  reported  *  only.  The  U.  S. 
P.  0.  despatch  was  used  officially  by  the  post-office  — ^The 
well-known  *  big-heads'  of  the  United  States  were  locals, 
not  a  government  issue. 

Doubtful,  Northampton. — ^The  present  series  of  Cuban 
stamps  contains  the  value  of  a  quarter  real  plata;  and 
the  black  one  you  allude  to  may  have  been  an  essay,  but 
it  is  catalogued  by  Levrault,  who  is  generally  to  be  relied 
on,  as  an  official  used  by  government  from  Madrid  to  the 
Spanish  colonies. 

R.  D.  C,  Germantown,  U.  S. — ^The  Kanton  Bern  stamps, 
four  in  number — 2  rap.  pale  peen,  3  r.  blue,  6  r.  violet, 
and  10  r.  yellow — are  primarily  for  bills  or  receipts,  as  we 
have  more  than  once  noted,  but  are  informed  they  have 
occasionally  been  allowed  to  frank  local  letters. 

Dudley,  London. — ^This  correspondent  forwards  us  an 
engraving  of  a  railway  parcels  stamp,  cut  from  ^e  IUuh^ 
traled  Lohdon  Newa  for  1866.  It  was  issued  by  the 
Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire  Railway  Co.,  and 
appears  to  have  been  the  same  size  as  those  in  present  use 
by  the  London  and  North  Western. 

Mrs.  D.,  Hyde  Park. — We  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that 
your  Spanish  and  Brazilian  stamps  are  forgeries  of  what 
they  profess  to  be,  and  the  other  is  most  probably  intended 
to  beguile  the  possessor  into  a  belief  of  its  being  one  of 
the  expected  new  series  for  Brazil. 

Anoel  Court. — In  Hie  reply  to  J.  W.  S.  Davis  last 
month,  enumerating  what  we  considered  among  the  rarest 
known  stamps,  wo  aid  not,  of  course,  mean  the  vermilion 
40  0.  of  the  French  republic,  but  the  1  fhmc  of  that 
colour.    There  are  four  distinct  tints  of  tiie  stamp  in 

auestion:  the  commonest  two  are  marone  and  carmine, 
lie  pale  red  is  much  rarer- than  these,  but  not  so  scarce  as 
the  Dright  vermilion. 

Labs  VoMyBD,  Edinburgh.— The  16  oentesimi  of  Italy, 
now  used  provisionally  as  a  20  c,  will  be  ever  entitled  to 
a  distinctive  place  in  collections,  equally  with  any  regu- 
larly engraved  individuaL 
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Lauba  B.,  Aylesbury. — WepriDt  your  query  respecting 
the  so-called  Costa  Etica  emission,  hoping  for  reliable  in- 
formation  from  some  qualified  correspondent.  It  seems 
generally  acknowledged  in  the  continental  collections,  and 
we  are  often  asked  to  procure  it 

Nemo,  Dorking. — ^New  Granada  adopted  the  title  of 
Estados  Unidos,  or  United  States  of  Columbia,  after  one  of 
the  demi-semi  revolutions  so  frequent  in  that  part  of  the 
world. — We  believe  the  lower  denominations  or  its  stamps 
are  reckoned  in  centaros,  or  hundredths  of  a  peso  or  dollar, 
yalue  about  four-and-twopence  or  more. — We  do  not  par- 
take of  your  surprise  that  the  Columbian  States  should 
require  so  high-priced  a  stamp,  when  the  neighbouring 
republic  of  Costa  Kica  issues  its  equivalent. 

Henry  W.,  Torquay.— The  postal  monopoly  of  the 
house  of  Thum  and  Taxis  was  confirmed  by  imperial 
authority,  when  it  possessed  more  actual  power  over  the 
minor  states  of  Germany  than  at  present. — ^There  seems 
now  no  existing  reason  wny  any  other  government  should 
not  start  postage  stamps  on  its  own  account,  as  well  as 
Mecklenburg-Sti^lits,  the  preliminary  expenses  being 
most  probably  more  than  met  by  the  number  of  specimens 
certain  of  sale  to  timbrophilists. — We  fancy  the  yellow 
local  Badens  are  in  disuse. 

Newfoundland,  Halifax,  Yorkshire. — St.  John's  is 
the  capital  of  Newfoundland,  but  the  green  are  the  only 
locals,  according  to  our  infonnation  therefrom. — We  have 
never  seen  one  obliterated. 

G.  P.,  Launceston. — The  Pacific  Steam  Navigation 
Company's  hipidsome  and  exquisitely-engraved  stamps  ^ 
were  the  property  of  the  company,  but  recognised  by  the  " 
government. — They  have  been  long  disused,  and  the  green 
and  yellow  specimens  are  reprints  from  the  old  plates. — 
The  five-shilling  stamp  of  New  South  Wales  still  does 
duty. 

A  JtrvENiLE  Stamp  Collectob. — ^The  usual  colour  of 
the  1^  sch.  of  Hamburg  is  a  very  pale  or  a  deep  lilac. — 
Your  faint  water-green  specimen  is  probably  an  essay  or  a 
reprint. 

A  Collectob,  London. — ^There  is  a  money  table  in  all, 
or  nearly  all  the  published  postage  stamp  catalogues,  but 
your  suggestion  snail  be  attended  to  when  we  can  get  the 
requisite  information.  We  are  still  at  sea  respecting 
some  few  denominations. 

Querist.— The  inhabitants  of  Gibraltar  employ  English 
postage  stamps  of  any  denomination  reauired  for  framung 
uieir  letters  to  the  mother  country,  ana  we  believe  else- 
where. According  to  ^n  om  dii  current  at  Paris,  it  is  in 
contemplation  to  issue  a  local  stamp  the  same  value  as 
that  employed  in  Malta— one  halfpenny — and  for  the 
same  purpose.  That  island  is  likewise  privileged  to  use 
Englisn  stamps  for  home  postage. — ^We  doubt  the  genuine 
character  of  the  local  Chinese. — There  are  four  distinct 
shades  of  colour  of  the  Papal  mezzo  bajoccho.  The  first  em- 
ission is  pale  violet-grey,  the  second  and  third  two  tints  of 
a  deep  puce- violet,  and  the  fourth — now  used — a  dingy 
green. — The  La  Guaira  stamps,  strictly  speaking,  are 
locals,  being  employed  to  and  from  San  Tomas,  La  Guaira, 
and  Puerto  Cabello  exclusively. — We  know  of  no  other 
accredited  Canadian  locals  than  those  of  Ker  and  Bell. — 
The  latter  is  figured  in  the  number  for  December. 

C.  M.,  Liverpool. — The  genuine  stam^  of  New  Cale- 
donia were  selling  last  summer,  in  Paris,  at  five  or  six 
francs  each.    It  is  long  since  they  were  rated  at  a  sovereign. 

M.  H.,  Eastbourne.— The  poimark  of  ♦York,  1869,'  on 
your  Mulready,  is  no  proof  against  its  being  perfectly 
genuine,  but  quite  otherwise.  We  know  a  blue  one  passed 
the  post  about  two  years  since,  and  those  envelopes  having 
never  been  called  in,  they  are  privileged  to  do  duty  even 
yet. 


N.  M.  M.,  Manchester  Street. — We  cannot  say  anytiiing 
for  or  f^T&inst  your  Orleans  stamp,  without  ocular  infec- 
tion. The  description  appendea  may  elicit  a  reply  nom 
some  correspondent.  ♦Head  in  oval;  new  oelsaks 
POST-OFFICE,  above,  paid,  below ;  20  in  small  oval  at 
^h  angle ;  cents,  at  top  and  bottom ;  coloured  impres- 
sion, deep  rose.' 

T.  A.  K.,  Whatfield.— The  stamps  known  as  Cuban  ars 
current  equally  in  Porto  Rico. — There  was  a  report  of  an 
issue  for  Haiti,  but  it  seems  groundless. — We  take  it  for 
granted  that  Madeira,  the  Canaries^  and  the  Balearic  Ides 
employ  the  stamps  of  their  respective  parent  countries.— 
The  stamps  known  as  French  colonies  are  now  employed 
in  all  the  colonial  possessions  of  the  empire. — New  Cale- 
donia never  had  but  one  value  emitted,  and  that  was 
probably  for  local  use  only,  on  account  of  its  low  value.— 
British  *  Guiana  has  never  issued  stamped  envelopes.— 
Sumatra  uses  the  Dutch  colonial  stamp. — ^The  Japan  Sir 
lands  are  expected  to  contribute  a  postal  series  before  lon^, 
to  the  world  in  general  and  the  timbrophilist  in  parti- 
cular.— Egypt,  according  to  infonnation  received,  is  m  the 
same  right  path. — Arabia  probably  used  the  uni-coloured 
series  of  Turkish  stamps. — Iceland  employs  the  Danish, 
and  Hungary  the  Austrians. — ^The  private  emissions  of 
Berne,  Basic,  Geneva,  Neuchatel,  Vaud,  Wint<»rthur,  and 
Zurich  have  been  superseded  since  October,  1854,  by  first 
Uid  late  and  then  the  present  series,  both  bearing  the 
impress  of  Helvetia. — Dominica,  Tobago,  St.  Kitts^  St 
Bartholomew's,  and  St.  Martin's  have  not  hitherto 
favoured  our  timbrophilic  greed,  but  we  live  in  hopes.— 
An  issue  for  Paraguay  has  been  reported  in  our  magmrine. 
— ^The  local  American  known  as  the  ♦Sanitary  Fair' 
stamp  is  figured  and  described  in  our  number  tor  Sep* 
tember  last. — Mexico  may  be  considered  as  looited  m 
Central  Ammca,  equally  with  Costa  Rica  and  Nicaragua. 
— Franks  have  been  disused  here  since  the  introduction  of 
cheap  postage. — For  information  about  the  Victoria  frank 
stamps  we  refer  you  to  the  letter  of  our  correspondent  re- 
spectmg  them.  ♦  Frank'  simply  means  fi^e, — Parcds 
stamps  are  such  as  the  one  described  in  our  magazine  for 
September  last,  in  the  article  touching  new  stamps.  Oar 
hopNSs  for  the  success  of  the  enterprising  company  origi- 
nating the  speculation  have  not  been  realised,  Uie  oonoan 
having  smaahed. — The  term  ♦  commercial '  is  usually  ajp- 
plied  to  receipt,  foreign  bills,  customs  stamps,  &c.— Toe 
La  Guaira  stamps,  as  we  stated  above,  are  for  a  peculiar 
purpose,  and  do  not  interfere  with  the  r^ular  government 
issue.  Our  first  notice  of  them  was  in  the  magarine  ffx 
August  last,  to  which  we  refer  for  an  answer  to  your  last 
query. 

W.  P.  B.,  New  York,  U.  S.— We  are  inclined  to  believe 
your  Sicilian  stamp  a  genuine  enay.  We  have  seen  one 
similar  in  size  and  colour,  but  the  value  was2gr.  iMt  1  gr. 
— ^The  stamp  you  call  Swedish,  with  the  British  Gmana 
ship  in  the  centre,  Canaan  above,  1  sk.  i^^  below,  ebb. 
u,  14  on  one  side,  and  Luc.  xn,  32  on  the  other,  is  a 
monstrosity. 

B.  B.,  Brecon. — The  octagonal  sixpenny  English,  is 
known  both  with  and  without  an  inserted  thread. — ^Toor 
New  Granada  is  perfectly  gennine. — It  is  the  issue  of  1863 
now  superseded. 

N.  A.  B.  B.— No  impressions  of  a  20  e.  blue,  ot  80  c 
carmine,  were  ever  taken  for  the  French  colonies. — ^The 
values  of  the  current  set  for  Denmark  are^  as  before,  the 
colours,  blue,  pink,  green,  and  dull  violet. 

G.  A.  L.,  Dewsbury. — The  nationality  of  your  staaipt 
bearing  Louis  Napoleon's  head,  is  unan^tionable.  It  b 
used  as  a  pain  a  eacketer^  for  packets  of  bonbons,  in  Paris. 

K.  F.  W^  Dublin. — Your  query  is  responded  to  above. 


May  1,  1865.]         THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


65 


NOTES  ON  THE  WEST  INDLLN 

STAMPS, 

BY  OVERT  TAYLOR. 

The  group  of  islands  IJing  between  the 
great  continents  of  North  and  South  America 
has  famished  an  interesting  array  of  postage 

stamps.  All  the  principal 
islands  have  separate  govern- 
ments of  their  own,  mimic 
courts  and  gi*ave  function- 
aries. In  those  belonging 
to  England  the  system  of 
government  by  representa- 
tion exists  in  miniature. 
Amongst  them  ore  to  be 
found  Lilliputian  Houses  of  Assembly 
composed  of  a  couple  of  dozen  members ; 
Speakers  to  the  same,  *  passing  rich  '  \\'ith 
a  salary  of  £150  per  annum,  and  Chief 
Justices  dispensing  law  and  equity  from 
year  to  year  for  the  munificent  remuneration 
of  £300. 

It  was  not  to  be  thought  of  that  t?olonies 

so  wealthy  and  extensive  should  be  content 

to  use  one  common  set  of  stamps.     Each  one 

has  therefore,  when  thereunto  moved,  issued 

its  own  particular  seiies ;  and  at  the  present 

time  only   Tobago,  St.  Kitts,  and  the  new 

republic  of  Hayti,  are  unrepresented  in  the 

stamp  album.     The  Trinidad  and  Barbados 

stamps  are  of  that   old-fashioned  design  in 

which  a  portrait  of  Britannia  seated  is  the 

principal  feature.       The    Barbados   rarities 

are   the   blue    paper    issue ;     the    Trinidad 

curiosities  are  the  wood-block  series,  manu- 

fectured    doubtless    on    the    occasion    of  a 

scarcity  of  stamps.*     The  colours  of  the  old 

Trinidad  were  the  sole  indicators  of  their 

respective   values,   which  were  as   follows : 

Id.  red,  6d.  blue,  and  Is.  brown-grey.     In 

the  current  set  the  Id.  stamp  still  bears  no 

mark  of  its  value,  and  the  -J-d.,  Id.,  and  4d. 

Barbados  are  similarly  circumstanced.      The 

colours     of    the    Trinidad    have   fre(juently 

changed;  the  6d.,  formerly  chrome-green,  has 

become  emerald,  the  Is.  blue-black  a  splendid 

mauve,  and  the  4d.   (a  stamp  seldom  seen  in 

this  country),  which  was  formerly  printed  in 

that  colour,  violet-brown. 

•  [The  wood-blocks  of  Trinidad  wore  made  in  the  inland 
by  a  French  resident.— Kd.] 


The  St.  Lucia  set  has  likemse  been  of  a 
mutable  disposition.     Beginning  its  existence 
with  deep  red,  blue,  and  green,  and  continuing 
it  in  far  lighter  shades  of  those  colours,  it 
has  again  changed,  as  our  readers  are  aware, 
to  those  named  in  the  March  number,  with 
the  addition  of  a  fourth  colour  for  a  shilling 
stamp.      Simple  as  is  the  design  of  these 
stamps,  it  is  yet  remarkably  well  engraved. 
The  medallion  head  stands  out  almost  as  if 
in  relief,    the   fine   ground-work   is   clearly 
t;"aced,  and  the  lettering  is  distinct — praise- 
worthy features  not  noticeable  in  many  more 
pretentious  stamps.    The  St.  Vincent,  though 
not  improbably  by  the  same  artist  as  the 
St.   Lucia,    and   though   noticeable   for   the 
same  fineness  of  line,  have  a  very  poor  pattern, 
resembling  the  English  penny  and  twopenny 
as   they   are.     The    Antigua,  on  the   other 
hand,  are  examples  of  what  those  stamps 
ought  to  be  ;  they  are  indeed  worthy  to  be  the 
models  of  new  and  more  artistic  labels  for 
the  country  which  gave  birth  to  the  postal 
system.      Though    simpler    than   even   the 
St.  Lucia,  yet  are  the  Antigua  so  graceful  and 
so  delicate  as  to  merit  the  approbation  with 
which  they  were  greeted  by  the  timbrophilic 
world  on  their  entree.     The  Bahamas  stamps 
also  deserve  and  receive  a  considerable  share 
of  admiration,  and  the  Grrenada  pair,  though 
not  of  a  singular  type,  are  far  fi-om  deficient 
in  beauty.     It  was  expected  that  a  4d.  stamp 
would  be  issued  for  the  latter  island,  but  the 
expectation  has  not  been  realised.      Most  of 
the  Jamaica  stamps  will  bear  inspection,  but 
the  6d.  is  very  plain,  and  perhaps  the  only 
rectangular  one  which  has  its  entire  inscrip- 
tion on  bands  at  the  comers.     The  4d.  is 
very  much  after  the  English  type,  but  the  M. 
has  a  pretty    design    of  its    own,  and  the 
colours  of  all  are  well  chosen. 

The  Nevis  stamps  are  undoubtedly  the 
most  interesting  of  the  West  Indian  group. 
Deviating  from  the  practice  of  multipKHng 
impressions  of  the  Queen's  head,  the  pre- 
siding genius  over  the  creation  of  the  Nevis 
set  happily  preferred  an  emblematic  device 
whose  meaning  has  been  a  puzzle  to  collectors 
since  timbrophily  came  in  vogue.  Several 
explanations  have  appeared  in  this  magazine 
from  which  the  following  are  taken.  1.  'The 
current   opinion   respecting    the   stamps   of 
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Nevis  is,  that  the  three  female  figures  are 
intended   to    typify   active   benevolence.*  • 

2.  *'  The  idea  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  the 
representation  on  the  Nevis  postage  stamps 
is,  that  Nevis,  being  poor,  either  was,  is,  or 
ought  to  be  supported  by  her  sister  islainds.'* 

3.  That  *  the  aevice  is  intended  to  represent 
the  goddess  of  health  administering  the 
water  of  a  mineral  spring  in  the  island  to  a 
sick  person.  *t  4.  That  Hhe  Nevis  stamps 
are  copies  of  the  great  seal  of  the  island,  and 
represent  a  lady  giving  bread  to  the  once- 
starving  inhabitants.*^  The  third  statement 
is  reiterated  at  p.  148,  vol.  ii.,  with  the 
additional  warranty  for  its  truth,  that  the 
writer  '  had  the  fact  from  the  attorney-general 
of  Nevis.'  Moens  accepts  this  account,  but 
Mount  Brown  contents  himself  by  describing 
the  device  as  Hhree  female  figures  at  a 
spring,*  and  Berger-Levrault  gives  a  similar 
description  to  the  latter.  The  third  state- 
ment must  certainly  be  considered  to  contain 
the  most  probable  explanation,  though  the 
fourth,  that  the  device  is  a  copy  of  the  great 
seal  of  the  island,  may  be  taken  in  conjunc- 
tion with  it.  Difierences  exist  in  the  details 
of  the  device  in  each  stamp.  The  features 
and  hair  of  Uygeia  are  differently  drawn  in 
each,  as  also  is  the  outstretched  arm  of  the 
supporting  figure.  In  all  the  stamps  the 
cascade  is  very  indistinctly  portrayed,  and 
indeed  the  entire  representation,  except  in 
the  penny,  is  obscure. 

The  Nevis  stamps  form  one  amongst  many 
examples  of  the  good  resulting  from  col- 
lecting. We  must  frankly  confess  that  our 
own  notions  of  Nevis  and  its  situation  were 
of  the  vaguest  character  until  our  curiosity 
was  aroused  by  the  sight  of  stamps  from  that 
quiet  little  island,  and  we  doubt  not,  many 
other  amateurs  were  in  the  same  predicament. 
But  no  stamp  collector  could  be  content  to 
remain  in  ignorance  of  the  locale  of  his  rare 
and  cherished  specimens,  inquiry  must  there- 
fore follow,  and  an  increase  of  necessary 
geographiqal  knowledge  be  the  final  result. 

The  lower  values  of  our  West  Indian 
colonials  are  seldom  met  with  in  this  country 
used,  as  they  are  almost  exclusively  employed 
for  inter-insular  correspondence.  But  im- 
maculate specimens  of  all  the  stamps  are 
♦  Vol.  ii.,  p.  80.    t  Vol.  ii.,  p.  96.    +  Vol.  U.,  p.  128. 


easily  procurable,  as  they  are  all  popular 
with  collectors,  and  have  been  largely  im- 
ported. 

The  Danish  West  Indies,  which  comprise 
but  three  small  islands,  St.  Thomas,  St.  Croix, 
and  St.  John's,  possess  a  single  stamp 
between  them,  value  3  cents,  of  which  there 
are  three  varieties.  The  device  is  exactly 
like  that  of  the  old  issue  of  the  mother 
country,  and  therefore  insignificant. 

The  stamps  of  the  Spanish  colonies,  Cuba, 
Hayti,  and  Porto  Rico,  are  numerous,  but 
each  issue  is  the  fac-simile  of  the  Spanish  of 
the  corresponding  date  in  all  but  the  de- 
nomination of  vaJue,  and  therefore  does  not 
possess  the  interest  derivable  from  an 
independent  device.  The  *55,  '56,  and  *57 
stamps  are  all  of  the  same  pattern,  and  differ 
from  each  other  only  in  the  description  of 
the  paper  and  watermark.  The  first  series 
is  printed  on  greenish  paper  with  a  curved 
watermark  at  the  top  and  bottom,  the  second 
is  on  rough  white  paper  with  a  watermaric 
of  diagcmal  lines,  the  third  is  on  smooth  white 
paper  without  any  watermark.  The  '5d  set 
(with  the  exception  of  the  ^  rl.)  and  the 
2  rls.  and  2{  rls.  of  *55  are  the  rarest  amongst 
the  old  Cuban.  The  *57  issue  remained 
current  until  last  year,  although  it  is  said 
that  the  lately-introduced  ^  rL  piata  black  of 
the  1860  Spanish  pattern  was  emitted  in 
1863,  and  used  for  official  correspondence 
between  the  colonies  and  Spain  ;  but  it  is 
worthy  of  note  that  none  of  the  Spanish 
official  have  any  monetary  value  indicated 
on  them.  The  stamp  is  doubtless  genuine 
but  whether  an  essay,  an  oflicial,  or  an 
ordinary  postage  stamp  is  by  no  means  plain. 
A  I  real  plata  was  added  to  the  2-refd  labels 
of  *55  and  *57  by  the  impression  of  *  Y{ '  on  J 
the  effigv,  and  the  stamps  so  changed  were 
said  to  do  duty  for  letters  passing  between 
the  islands.  But  we  cannot  understand  why 
the  rate  of  postage  between  them  respectively 
should  be  higher  than  between  them  and 
other  countries.  In  the  1864  issue  a  i  real 
plata  is  comprised,  and  it  seems  more  prob^e 
that  it  is  the  inter-insular  stamp. 

A  large  number  of  proofs  in  brilliant 
colours  have  been  struck  off,  for  the  benefit, 
it  is  stated,  of  Cuban  collectors.  But  we  fear 
timbrophily  has  not  many  devotees  in  Cuba 
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OP  Hispaniola.*  The  specimens  have  found 
their  way  to  Europe,  however,  and  have  no 
doubt  gratified  the  collectors  of  illegitimate 
proofs. 

THE  STAMPS  OP  HANOVER. 

BY  FENTONIA. 

Hanover  is  dear  to  Englishmen,  as  having 
given  ns  a  line  of  princes  under  whom  Eng- 
land has  advanced  to  unparalleled  greatness 
and  prosperity ;  it  is  dear  to  hon  vivnnts,  ns 
having  given  its  name  to  a  very  favourite 
pudding;  it  is  dear  to  horsemen,  as  having 
given  its  name  to  one  of  the  most  powerful 
and  persuasive  bits  that  ever  were  invented 
for  the  control  of  equine  impetuosity  ;  and  it 
is  dear  to  stamp  collectors,  as  having  issued 
a  large  and  interesting  variety  of  postage 
stamps,  the  designs  of  which  are  generally 
as  bright  and  pretty  as  the  monetary  value  is 
provokingly  perplexing.      The  date  of  the 
first  issue  is  variously  stated  as  1850  and 
1851.      In    either    case,    as    King    Ernest 
Augustus  did  not  die  till  November  of  the 
latter  year,  it  is  probable  that  his  present 
majesty,  George  V.,  found  them  an  estab- 
lished source  of  revenue  when  he  came  to 
the  throne. 

The  first  and  second  issues  have  the  arms, 
supporters,  and  royal  crown  of  Great  Britain 
placed  above  the  shield  denoting  value,  the 
anns  of  Hanover  being  in  the  centre,  on  an 
escutcheon  of  pretence,  surmounted  by  the 
Hanoverian  crown.     The  motto  is,  however, 
different :  instead  of  *  Dieu  et  rnmi  droit ^^  it  is 
susciPEBE  ET  FINIRE.    The  ribbou  of  the  order 
of  the  garter,  with  the  well-known  legend, 
*  Honi  8oU  qui  mal  y  fense^  is  also  entirely 
wanting.  .   The  lion  of  England  and  the  uni- 
corn  of    Scotland   are  invariably  cotichant, 
while  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  are  generally 
supported  by  these  noble  animals  rampant ; 
occasionally,  however,  we  find  our  own  royal 
arms   with    the   supporters   oouchant.      The 
reason    why,    is  beyond   our  ken.      When 
George  I.  assumed  the  crown  of  England,  the 
electoral  ainms  were  quartered  with  those  of 

•  pilspaniola,  or  St.  Domingo,  may  not  poesess  timbro- 
p^lutfl,  Dut  there  are  many  zealous  collectors  at  Cuba. 
Then:  aeem  to  be  coin  amateurs  there  also,  as  we  sent  a 
sovereign  and  a  half  English  there,  in  payment  of  stamps, 
for  which  we  have  never  yet  received  a  consideration. 
-Ed.] 


Great  Britain.  When  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land succeeded,  in  1837,  as  next  male  heir  to 
the  crown  of  Hanover,  he  ought  according  to 
this  rnle  to  have  placed  his  paternal  arms  on 
those  of  Hanover,  or  else  have  quartered 
them  with  those  of  his  newly-acquired  king- 
dom ;  but  perhaps  foreign  heraldry  reverses 
the  order  of  things,  or  perhaps — as  in  the 
constant  changes  of  our  own  royal  arms 
down  to  1801 — the  arbitrary  taste  of  the 
reigning  sovereign,  and  not  the  ordinary 
rules  of  heraldry,  fixed  the  bearings.  The 
arms  of  Great  Britain  are  too  familiar  to 
need  any  description  here,  though  it  may  not 
be  superfluous  to  wonder  why  the  harp  of 
Ireland  is  always  represented  bearing  a  Harpy 
with  wings  expanded,  and  what  or  whom  she 
is  supposed  to  symbolize  ?  Unless,  indeed, 
it  be  a  puerile  pun  upon  the  harp  itself,  in 
fact,  a  regular  Irish  blunder  ! 

The  arms  of  Hanover  having  been  with- 
drawn ever  since  1837  (the  date  of  her 
Majesty^s  accession),  are  probably  but  little 
known  to  the  present  generation,  and  pos- 
sibly would  be  quit«  forgotten  but  for  the 
smattering  of  heraldry  which  so  many  think 
it  their  duty  to  seek  after,  in  order  to  em- 
bellish their  postage-stamp  albums.  Wo 
may,  therefore,  be  excused  for  describing 
them  in  full.  From  1714  to  1801  the  Hano- 
verian arms  occupied  the  fourth  quarter  of 
the  royal  shield,  after  that  date  they  were 
transferred  to  the  centre,  on  an  escutcheon  of 
pretence,  ensigned  with  the  Hanoverian 
crown  and  divided  into  three  compartments, 
per  pale  and  per  clievron.  First,  gides^  two 
lions  passant,  gardant,  in  pale,  or,  for  Bruns- 
wick ;  second,  or,  semoe  of  Iwarts  proper,  a  lion 
rampant,  azure,  for  Luneburg ;  third,  yules,  a 
horse  courant,  azure,  for  ancient  Saxony.  In 
the  centre  of  this  escutcheon  of  pretence  on 
an  inescutcheon,  gules,  the  crotvn  of  CharlC' 
rrMgne,  proper,  being  the  badge  of  the  office 
of  arch  treasurer  of  the  holy  Roman  empire. 
Prom  1714  to  1814  the  electoral  cap  had  e/i- 
signed  the  Hanoverian  arms,  but  about  that 
time,  the  German  Empire  having  merged 
into  the  present  German  Confederation,  and 
that  arrangement  requiring  that  Hanover 
should  be  declared  a  sovereign  state,  the 
electoral  cap  was  replaced  by  the  Hanoverian 
crown. 
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The  crown  of  Charlemagne  is  so  minute  on 
the  stamp  as  to  be  scarcely  discernible,  and 
certainly  there  resembles  a  padlock  more 
than  anything  else,  but  as  represented  by 
heralds  it  is  really  a  unique  and  beautiful 
thing.  It  is  hexagonal,  one  of  the  principal 
divisions  containing  a  representation  of  our 
Saviour,  with  the  legend  from  Proverbs  viii. 
15,  *  Per  me  reges  regtiant  ;*  no  doubt  an  allu- 
sion to  Charlemagne*s  memorable  injunction 
to  his  son  and  successor  Louis  le  Debonnaire, 
to  place  the  crown  himself  on  his  owu  head 
at  his  coronation,  instead  of  receiving  it  from 
bishop  or  pope,  in  token  of  his  belief  that  the 
regal  power  was  derived  direct  from  God 
alone.  This  crown  is  borne,  as  before  ob- 
served, by  the  electors  and  kings  of  Hanover 
in  right  of  the  honorary  distinction  of  being 
a  prince  and  arch-treasurer  of  the  Holy 
Roman  Empire ;  a  privilege  accorded,  we 
believe,  by  the  pope  to  one  of  the  electors 
(probably  at  the  time  of  the  Reformation)  on 
account  of  some  service  rendered  to  the 
Papal  cause  ;  bot  as  the  reigning  princes 
have  long  been  Protestants,  the  title  has 
certainly  become  quite  inappropriate.  We 
believe  George  III.  dropped  that  title,  though 
he  rather  inconsistently  retained  the  im- 
perial crown  on  his  shield ;  yet  not  altogether 
perhaps  so  inconsistently  after  all,  inasmuch 
as  Hanover  was  originally  conquered  from 
the  Saxons  by  Charlemagne,  and  was  more- 
over converted  to  Christianity  under  his  iron 
rule;  therefore  Hanover  has  »  traditional 
interest  in  that  great  though  unscrupulous 
monarch,  independent  of  the  empty  title 
more  recently  assumed,  of  which  Charle- 
magne*8  crown  is  the  badge.  That  the  title 
was  retained  as  late  as  the  reign  of  George 
the  Second  is  proved  from  a  fine  old  print  of 
him  by  Spooner,  engraved  about  1754,  now 
in  our  possession,  on  which  among  other 
titles  is  mentioned  that  of '  Prince  and  Arch- 
Treasurer  of  the  Sacred  Roman  Empire.* 
It  may  not  be  generally  known  or  recollected 
that  Hanover  for  a  few  years  ceased  to  be- 
long to  England,  having  been  seized  upon 
by  Napoleon,  and  annexed  to  his  brother 
Jerome's  kingdom  of  Westphalia,  in  1805 ; 
but  in  1813,  when  Napoleon  lost  the  battle 
of  Leipsic,  Hanover  was  restored  to  its 
rightful  owner. 


The  second  issue  of  stamps  do  not  differ  in 
design  from  the  first,  but  are  on  white  paper, 
reticulated  with  various-coloured  network 
all  over,  answering  to  the  same  colours  and 
values  as  the  firat  issue.  Mount  Brown 
gives  these  only  one  year's  circulation,  from 
1858  to  1859.  He  mentions  a  variety  of  the 
1-30  thaler  on  finer  network  ;  we  have  never 
seen  it ;  but  the  1-10  thaler  and  3  pfennige 
on  very  tine  network,  which  he  does  not 
mention,  are  not  uncommon.  We  have, 
however,  seen  the  1-30  thaler  on  vertical 
ground,  as  described  at  page  105  of  last 
year's  magazine.  An  eminent  collector  af- 
firms that  these  last  are  only  made  to  sell, 
and  were  never  in  circulation.  They  do  not, 
however,  seem  to  be  sufficiently  common  to 
warrant  that  opinion. 

About  1859  appeared  the  profile  series, 
simple  yet  elegant.  The  slight  upward  turn 
of  the  eye  well  expresses  his  majesty's  hope- 
less blindness.  He  lost  his  sight  from  an 
accident  when  quite  a  youth,  as  is  commonly 
reported,  fi^m  his  swinging  a  long  purse 
round  and  round,  which  accidentally  struck 
him  such  a  blow  on  the  eye  as  in  the  end  to 
deprive  bim  of  sight.  The  colours  of  these 
stamps  were  at  first — 1  gr.  rose,  2  gr.  pale 
blue,  and  3  gr.  dingy  orange ;  next  lake, 
deep  blue,  and  pale  orange ;  next,  in  1861, 
lake,  dark  blue,  and  brown,  to  which  was 
added  a  10  groschen  sage-green.  The  per- 
plexing values  of  'guten  groschen'  and  'silber 
groschen*  are  now  happily  merged  in  the 
simple  '  groschen,*  and  we  now  hear  no  more 
of  them  except  in  the  superscription  of  the 
new  green  3  pfennige,  and  even  that  difiers 
from  the  rose  specimen, — the  latter  showing 
that  the  3  pf.  is  one-third  of  a  silber  groschen, 
while  the  former  states  it  is  three-tenths  of  a 
silber  groschen,  a  fractional  difference  only. 
His  majesty's  profile  had  some  time  before 
been  impressed  on  the  beautiful  envelope 
stamps  (the  blindness  does  there  appear 
noticeable),  the  values  answering  to  those  of 
the  first  series. 

The  *  Bestellgeld-frei '  envelopes  are  well 
explained  at  page  158,  vol.  ii.,  of  this  maga- 
zine. The  liand-stamped  variety,  with  bugle 
horn  only,  so  seldom  met  with,  perh«^ 
answers  to  the  adhesive  ^  groschen  black  on 
white,  as  the  others  probably  do  to  the  3  pf 
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adhesive.  Mount  Brown,  however,  considers 
the  hand-stamped  '  Bestellgeld-frei  *  merely 
as  the  predecessor  of  the  others.  Simnlta^ 
neons  with  the  adhesive  profile  series  ap- 
peared a  set  of  envelopes  of  same  valaes  and 
colours  ;  retaining,  however,  the  foreign 
custom  of  having  the  stamp  on  the  left  of 
envelope.  In  1862  the  English  custom  of 
stamping  to  the  right  was  adopted,  and  still 
continues.  In  1864  the  Hanoverian  stamps 
were  first  perforated,  the  1  s.  gr.  returning 
to  its  former  rose  colour. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  remarked  that 
the  name  of  Bremen,  which  is  sometimes 
found  on  Hanoverian  stamps,  does  not  pro- 
bably allude  to  the  independent  town  of 
Bremen,  which  has  local  and  general  postage 
stamps  of  its  own,  but  most  likely  to  the 
small  duchy  of  Bremen,  which  belongs  to 
Hanover,  the  capital  of  which  is  Stade  on 
the  Elbe. 

THE  NEW  GRANADA  STAMPS. 

New  Granada  has  been  very  prolific  in 
postage  stamps ;  seven  issues  have  appeared 
in  seven  years.  The  United  States  of 
Columbia  are  the  timbrophilic  rivals  of  Spain 
in  the  New  World.  The  first  issue  com- 
prised four  values  and  eight  stamps.  The 
5  c.  was  impressed  in  four  colours,  the  10  c.  in 
two,  and  the  2|  c.  and  20  c.  in  one  each.  The 
circle  enclosing  the  armorial  shield  is  smaller, 
and  the  figure  of  value  above  and  below  the 
circle  larger  than  in  the  second  issue.  Also 
in  the  first  L<;sue  simple  crosses  separate  the 
words  forming  the  inscription,  in  the  second 
they  are  separated  by  eight-rayed  stars.  The 
lines  forming  the  background  are  quite 
straight  in  the  first,  but  wavy  in  the  second 
issue.  The  first  two  issues  are  alike  in 
many  respects:  the  inscription  on  each  is 
the  same,  confed.  granadina  correos  nacio- 
NALES,  and  the  general  appearance  is  similar. 
Five  values  and  twelve  colours  are  com- 
prised in  the  second  issue,  the  new  value 
being  1  peso.  Unused  specimens  of  the  latter 
have  lately  appeared.  The  third  issue  is 
composed  of  the  same  values,  but  of  only  six 
colours;  the  5  c.  being  the  only  stamp  of 
the  issue  impressed  in  two  colours.  This 
series  is  of  an  entirely  different  type  to  its 


predecessors,  and  withal  much  larger.  In  a 
broad  outside  border  is  the  inscription,  COK- 
REOS  NACIONALES,  and  in  an  inner  border  sur- 
rounding the  shield,  es tados  unidos  de  nueva 
GRENADA.  In  this  issue  the  word  Grenada 
appears  for  the  last  time,  and  the  typical 
stars  for  the  first,  but  their  number  is  only 
eight,  and  they  are  sprinkled  at  the  bottom 
of  the  inner  border.  The  armorial  emblems 
are  very  imperfectly  portrayed.  The  double 
cornucopia  looks  like  a  sword-hilt ;  the  cap 
of  Liberty,  which  looms  largely  in  the  first 
two  issues,  in  the  third  becomes  in  appear- 
ance a  cabbage-plant ;  and  the  ships  beneath 
the  cap,  which  make  some  sort  of  show  in 
the  former  series,  are  expelled,  and  their 
places  taken  by  a  curved  line.  This  is  also 
the  last,  which  includes  a  2|  c.  Whatever 
the  reason,  this  comparatively  low-priced 
stamp  was  not  renewed  in  subsequent  emis- 
sions, though  another  costly  stamp  was 
introduced. 

Prior  to  the  production  of  the  fourth  issue 
one  of  the  revolutionettes  peculiar  to  South 
America  had  taken  place,  and  the  result  was 
a  change  of  name.  The  New  Granada  Con- 
federation became  the  United  States  of 
Columbia,  and  has  remained  so  up  to  the 
present  time.  As  the  states  were  in  former 
years  part  of  the  Republic  of  Columbia,  the 
change  was,  in  fact,  no  more  than  a  reversion 
to  the  old  title.  A  star  was  added  to  the 
eight  which  figured  in  the  third  issue,  and 
the  whole  surrounded  the  central  circle. 
The  fourth  issue  bore  a  considerable  resem- 
blance to  the  second,  but  in  the  latter  the 
inscription  was  in  white  on  the  coloured 
ground  of  the  border,  and  in  the  former  the 
border  was  left  white  and  the  lettering  only 
was  coloured.  There  was  also  a  deep  band 
round  the  shield,  instead  of  a  granulated 
ring  as  in  the  earlier  issue.  A  50  c.  stamp 
forms  one  of  the  fourth  issue,  which  com- 
prises five  ^values  and  nine  colours.  There 
were  several  differences  between  the  fifth 
issue  and  its  predecessors.  The  circle  sur- 
rounding shield  no  longer  formed  part  of  the 
design,  its  place  was  occupied  by  graceful 
branches,  crossing  at  the  bottom,  and  with 
leaves  resembling  those  of  the  oak.  The 
stars  were  gathered  into  a  circlet  over  the 
shield,  and  the  border,  previously  composed 
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of  donble  lines,  was  in  this  issue  changed  to 
single  lines.  The  stamps  of  the  1863  set 
have  a  very  light  and  delicate  appearance, 
caused  ^m  the  absence  of  a  filled-in  back- 
ground. The  1863  issue  comprises  but  four 
stamps — 1>  c,  10  c,  20  c,  and  50  c. ;  at  any 
rate,  no  1  peso  has  yet  been  seen  of  that 
date,  and  each  of  the  four  is  ptinted  in  only 
one  colour.  The  1864  set  is  an  improve- 
ment on  that  of  the  previous  year.  In  it  the 
background  is  filled  in,  and  the  comers  of 
the  stamps,  hitherto  bare  in  all  the  octagonals, 
is  occupied  with  an  ornament.  The  branches 
and  leaves,  shaded  in  the  1863  issue,  were  in 
that  of  *64  only  outlined,  and  the  stars  were 
separated  from  the  rest  of  the  background 
by  a  white  patch.  Mount  Brown  and  Moens 
do  not  catalogue  a  1  peso  stamp  in  the  issue 
for  last  year,  but  that  there  is  such  a  stamp 
we  cannot  have  better  proof  than  that  we 
have  it  before  us  now,  in  colour  a  deep  violet, 
and  with  the  well-known  Bogota  postmark. 
In  the  new  issue  a  great  resemblance  may  be 
traced  to  Monte  Video,  Peru,  and  Ecuador 
stamps,  in  the  adoption  of  supporting  flags ; 
but  we  need  not  particularize  its  specialities ; 
the  reader  has  it  in  bis  own  power  to 
make  notes  on  the  latest  South  American 
novelties.  The  old  issues  may  possibly  puz- 
zle some  amateurs,  to  whom  therefore  the 
preceding  observations  are  oflered,  in  the 
hope  that  they  may  be  of  service  in  enabling 
them  to  distinguish  between  the  numerous 
varieties. 


THE  PATAGONIAN  POST-OFFICE. 

This  post-office  is  of  the  same  nature  as  the 
one  described  some  months  back,  as  existing 
in  Torres  Straits,  and  in  relation  to  which,  an 
interesting  tale  appeared  in  one  of  the  weekly 
periodicals.  It  is  a  post-office  for  letters  writ- 
ten on  the  sea !  It  was  anciently  the  custom, 
our  readers  may  remember  it  frequently  al- 
luded to  in  sea  narratives  and  romances,  for 
ships,  on  meeting  in  the  open  ocean,  to  ex- 
change packets  of  letters,  previously  written 
in  readiness,  by  their  respective  passengers. 
Owing  to  the  modern  improvements  in 
navigation  it  has  been  discovered,  though  a 
seeming  paradox,  that  the  way  to  a  distant 
port  is  not  the  readiest  way  from  it,  in  con- 


sequence of  the  currents  flowing  in  certain 
directions,  so  that  it  is  now  comparatively 
unusual  for  such  vessel-conferences  to  take 
place,  and  therefore  the  post-offices  of  Pata- 
gonia, Torres  Straits,  and  perhaps  others  of 
a  like  character  are  ingenious  and  valuable 
institutions. 

These  post-offices  have  no  superintendents, 
no  clerks,  no  letter  carriers,  no  postage 
stamps,  yet  without  any  of  these  apparent 
aitie  qua  turns,  the  service  is  carried  on  with 
the  greatest  regularity. 

The  subject  of  our  article  is  established 
on  the  extreme  point  of  one  of  the  fortbest 
south-stretching  promontories  of  Patagonia, 
opposite  Terra  del  Fuego,  about  half  way 
through  thewell-known  Straits  of  Magelhaens. 
Near  Port  Famine,  on  a  singularly  expused 
jutting  rock,  almost  over-topped  by  the 
waters  of  the  sea,  is  erected  a  lofty  flag-sta^ 
firmly  imbedded  in  the  clefts  of  the  rock. 
To  designate  it«  situation  more  precisely; 
this  pole  may  be  discovered  after  doubling 
Capes  Monmouth,  Valentine,  and  Isidore. 
It  is  perceived  immediately  after  passing  Point 
Anna.  On  the  middle  of  the  pole  are  coarsely 
imprinted  in  red  letters  these  two  words, 
POST  OFFICE,  and  beneath  is  suspended,  by  an 
iron  chain,  a  middling-sized  cask,  whose  hd, 
provided  with  a  hinge,  may  be  freely  opened 
and  shut,  being  destitute  of  either  lock  or  pad- 
lock. This  cask  forms  the  post-office  of  the 
two  great  oceans,  and  the  postal  service  is 
managed  in  the  way  we  are  going  to  mention. 

The  vessels  passing  westwards  through 
the  Straits  of  Magelhebens,  on  their  way  to 
the  countries  situate  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
launch  a  boat,  commanded  by  a  responsible 
officer,  towards  the  rocky  post-office.  This 
official  is  the  bearer  of  letters,  destined  for 
that  European  seaport  whence  he  embarked. 
He  deposits  the  packet  containing  the  cor- 
respondence in  the  cask,  and  takes  out  any 
letters  or  packets  found  in  the  same  cask, 
and  previously  deposited  or  posted  there  by 
some  ship  on  its  way  from  the  Pacific,  and 
these  he  carries  with  him  on  board. 

The  packet  of  letters  just  left  in  the  cask 
will  be  afterwards  taken  out  by  the  first 
vessel  passing  there  on  its  return  to  Europe, 
in  like  manner  as  the  officer  we  have  just 
mentioned  took  charge  of  the  correspondence 
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directed  to  Rncb  country  as  he  himself  is 
going  to  land  at ;  and  in  this  manner,  with- 
out need  for  any  other  hands  than  those  of 
the  officer  taking  out  and  the  officer  deposit- 
ing the  letters  and  packets,  this  Patagonian 
post-office  serves  as  means  of  international 
correspondence  between  the  eastern  and 
western  hemispheres;  the  most  sacred,  the 
most  inviolable  correspondence  of  any  exist- 
ing, and  made  by  a  tacit  understanding  of 
the  practical  proceedings  necessary  to  be 
employed  by  the  passing  mariners,  no  matter 
ander  what  flag  they  sail. 

How  many  grateful  hearts  have  breathed 
a  blessing  on  the  thonghtfnl  previsions  of 
the  individual,  whoever  he  was,  that  presided 
at  the  establishment  of  this  post-office !  How 
many  of  the  greatest  beue^tors  of  their 
species  have  left  nothing  but  the  ingenuity 
of  their  inventions  by  which  to  remember 
them! 

Without  mail-cart  or  railroad,  without 
postman  or  prepayment,  the  mariners  tossed 
abont  the  far-distant  seas  can  write  to 
their  families,  see  their  letters  deposited  in 
this  substitute  for  a  letter-box,  round  which 
roar  the  eternal  waves,  and  thus  communi- 
cate with  the  .dear  ones  on  their  native  land. 
Mountains  of  ice  may  rise  around  them, 
the  polar  seas  may  rage  in  all  their  tempes- 
tuous fury,  hurricanes  roar  in  all  the  awful 
grandeur  of  their  storm,  but  the  ingenuity  of 
civilized  roan  is  superior  to  all  these  elements 
of  destruction,  and  the  slight  sheet  of  paper, 
laid  in  its  ocean  post-office,  near  Port  Famine, 
in  the  cavity  fastened  to  that  pole,  strong  in 
the  midst  of  the  turmoil  ever  waging  round 
it,  will  go  and  whisper  to  the  longing  ears  of 
their  remote  friends,  the  toils,  the  courage, 
and  the  fidelity  of  our  intrepid  sailors. — From 
the  French  of  Timothy  Trimm, 

TURIN, 

(with  illustrationb  of  postage  stamps.) 

BY  THE   EDITOR. 

Alas  for  poor  Turin!  Shorn  of  her  high 
estate,  degraded  from  the  proud  rank  of  the 
Piedmontese  capital  to  the  undistinguished 
level  of  a  provincial  city !  What  serve  now 
her  noble  squares  bearing  the  names  of  lier 
most  renowned  and  beloved  kings,  her 
stately  palaces,  and  pre-eminently  that  regal 


one  dubbed  by  the  guide  books  the  hand- 
somest residential  palace  in  Europe, — but 
to  be  regarded  as  melancholy  memorials  of 
her  decadence ! 

In  a  former  article  on  stamp-collecting  in 
Italy,  Turin  was  styled  its  head-quarters. 
To  its  desolate  inhabitants  the  very  sight  of 
a  postage  stamp  with  the  effigy  of  their 
truant  sovereign  must  be  now  heart-sickening 
and  tantalizing.  One  can  almost  understand 
and  sympathize  with  the  abuse  heaped  upon 
the  loved  *  victim  of  circumstances.'  It  is 
like  a  parent's  feelings  towards  an  idolized 
but  hopelessly  unmanageable  child.  Mad- 
dened by  its  disobedience,  he  is  prepared  to 
receive  it  with  open  arms,  and  forget  all  past 
offences,  if  it  would  but  once  again  return  to 
its  allegiance. 

This  change  of  capital  would  seem  to 
stamp  significance  on  the  letter  of  Mazzini 
that  lately  appeared  in  a  Turin  journal.  The 
official  denial  of  the  report  may  be  taken  for 
what  such  emai^tions  are  worth,  and  the 
desertion  of  the  ancient  northern  metropolis 
may  possibly  be  but  a  prelude  to  its  eventual 
cession  '  for  the  due  rectification  of  an  Idea  ! ' 
The  slight  screw  put  on  interior  postage 
charge,  by  raising  the  tax  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  centesimi,  the  supplementary  stamp 
for  which  was  figured  in  our  last  number, 
in  all  probability  was  suggested  to  assist  in 
defraying  the  expenses  of  removal.  Every 
time  a  Turinese  employs  one  of  these,  he 
must  feel  the  insult  added  to  the  injury,  in 
the  extra  l^ve  centesimi  expended  for  the 
obscuration  of  his  capital. 

Proud  of  it  as  were  its  citizens,  and 
deservedly  so,  we  think  the  general  ti'avelling 
public  scarcely  realized  its  deserts.  Too 
often  made  a  mere  partial  halt  by  the  tourist 
hurrying  to  or  from  the  more  notable  Italian 
cities,  the  great  and  peculiar  natural  beauties 
of  Turin  seem  to  have  been  scarcely  appre- 
ciated. Milan  is  far  its  inferior  in  point  of 
situation.  Watered  by  a  noble  river,  the 
absence  of  which  feature  detracts  so  re- 
markably from  the  effective  appearance  of 
such  cities  as  the  Lombardian  capital,  en- 
compassed partly  by  verdant  hills  dotted 
with  villas  and  palaces,  and  partly  by  a  noble 
range  of  the  Alps,  near  enough  to  contrast 
their  bold  outlines  with  precision,  but  not 
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so  iDDch  BO  as  to  exiiibit  the  smallest  Bjmptom 
of  desert  dreariness,  the  clean,  regularly 
built,  open  and  airy  city  of  Turin  ia  perbaps 
tlie  completcst  epecinien  of  what  a  Cockney 
alderman  once  named  his  '  box  '  at  Norwood, 
L'uftuH  Uvrbij,  in  Europe. 

The  celebrateil  cafi-s  of  Pedrocchi  at  Padua, 
Uoney  at  Florenee,  and  Florian  at  Venice, 
may  hang  tlieJr  diminished  heads  before 
some  of  th<iBe  at  Turin.  We  often  long  for 
one  of  our  bi-cakfasts  there  of  the  peculiar 
jttiiie  giifsino  and  delicious  mixture  of  choco- 
late and  coffee,  the  latter  rarely,  the  former, 
we  believe,  never  met  with  elsewhere  in 
Italy.  In  the  heats  of  an  August  noon  the 
profusion  of  ico  nndsorM/i,  invariably  served 
therewith,  are  agreeable  adjuncts. 

Wo    can    rememlter    when     the     Sicilian 

stamjHt,  especially  the  \  granu  and  the  5U  gr. 

(the    former    of    which   is 

I  here  figured),  were  among 
the  most  recherche  desid&- 
ratft  of  amateurs.  In  Tu- 
rin, last  autumn,  we  saw 
sheets  and  sheets  of  them, 
and  were  assured  they  were 
iu>t  reprints,  but  remain- 
ders, collected  from  the 
various  Sicilian  post-offices.  There  are  two 
distinct  colours  of  the  I  gr,,  1  gr.,  and  2  gr., 
and  at  least  three  of  the  5  gr.  The  uncan- 
celled i  gr.,  now  so  compai-atively  common, 
are  yellower  than  any  we  have  ever  seen 
post-markeil,  which  gives  stability  to  the 
idea  of  tlieir  revivitication  ;  but  we  have  seen 
the  two  peculiar  olives  of  the  1  g.  both  in 
used  and  unused  specimens.  We  are  in- 
clined to  believe  the  jio/t  blue  2  g.  a  reprint, 
but  four  or  five  years  ago  we  had  the  scarlet, 
the  red,  and  a  copy  of  the  5  g.  as  dark  as  the 
50  g.  usually  is,  direct  from  Leghorn,  and 
taken  by  a  friend  from  private  letters.  Some 
of  the  Neapolitan  issue  are  occasionally,  bnt 
rather  unfrequently,  met  with  uncancelled, 
especially  the  ^  gr, ;  and  the  plate  used  for 
it  having  been  broken  up  to  make  the  pro- 
visional Savoy  cross  ^  tor.,  these  ought  to  be 
genuine.  This  series  of  stamps,  however, 
IS  nsuaMy  in  such  excellent  preservation,  that 
perlectly  virgin  copies  may  well  be  spared 
from  a  collcilion.  An  engraving  of  the 
highest   va^ie   is    ii|>i)ended.     These    stamps 


Sport  the  peculiarity,  shared  by  some  of  the 
Newfoundlund     only,    of 

I  having  all  the  values  im- 
pressed in  the  same  co- 
lour ;  on  ingenious  adap- 
tation of  the  framewurk 
enclosing  the  device  dis- 
tinguishing the  specimens 
under  immediate  conside- 
ration. 
The  palace  of  Turin,  by  Murray's  dictam, 
ranks  as  the  handsomest  in  Europe.  In- 
dividual taste  must  decide  that  question. 
The  chambers  are  spacious  and  lolly,  and 
there  is  plenty  of  velvet  and  gold.  The 
library,  of  which  we  were  privileged  a  private 
view,  is  worthy  a  sovereign's  residence,  hot 
the  armoury  seems  to  us^iir  v,roelleiice  a  lion 
in  Turin.  The  gigantic  effigies  of  some  of 
the  eariy  Piedmont  worthies  and  their  hotses, 
their  magnificent  armour,  the  noble  arms, 
and  military  paraphernalia  of  every  descrip- 
tion meet  the  entranced  eye  in  rich  profusion. 
One  of  the  earliest  historical  romances  we 
remember  reading,  more  years  since  than  we 
should  like  to  enumerate,  and  which  wonder- 
fully impressed  our  puerile  miud — we  should 
be  sorry  to  undergo  the  penance  of  perusing 
such  a  rhapsody  now — portrayed  the  ad- 
ventures of  Oastruccio  Castruccani,  one  of 
the  Italian  irwyen  iij/e  heroes.  Time  and 
space  became  annihilated,  as  we  were  trans- 
ported to  the  far  west,  and  became  a  boy  in 
a  round  jacket  i^ain,  on  viewing  this  bold 
adventurer's  well-preserved  sword  and  belt ! 
Here  is  shown  the  splendid  present  made  to 
the  King  of  Italy  by  the  ladies.  It  is  a 
golden  wreath  of  laurel  or  bay  leaves  aimiUr 
to  that  of  the  first  Napoleon,  and  which  he  is 
often  represented  as  wearing ;  but  that  of 
Victor  Emmanuel  is  further  ornamented  by 
a  magnificent  star  of  pure  brilliants  in  the 
centre.  Its  case,  adorned  with  ivon*,  velvet, 
and  precions  stones,  presented,  if  we  remem- 
ber aright,  by  the  ladies  of  Turin  exclusivclyi 

In  the  Palazzo  Madama  opposite  reposes 

the  royal  picture  collection,  included  in  which 
are  some  very  fine  and  valuable  subjects. 
(hie  of  the  most  celebrated  is  the  Madonna 
delta  Tenda  of  Raphael,  which  several  artists 
were  engaged  iu  copying   during  our  visJL 
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In  this  and  many  or  moat  other  paintings 
tepresent'ing  the  conventional  halo  round  the 
heads  of  the  Virgin  or  other  saints,  we  could 
not  help  fiincying  it  had  much  more  the 
appearance  of  a  dinner-plate  or  some  other 
disc  than  that  of  the  luminous  circle  intended. 
The  Supper  at  EmmauB,  by  Titian,  is  wonder- 
fully painted,  but,  like  many  of  the  great 
mastera'  Incabrationa,  sadly  marred  in  effect 
by  incongraity  of  costume.  Our  Saviour 
and  his  disciples  are  waited  on  by  (we  may 
tay)  Maffbo  Ur^ini  ant  of  Lucrezin  Borgia, 
aod  a  dog  certainly  not  of  a  breed  ever  seen 
in  Palestine  sports  under  the  table!  A 
striking  instance  of  the  horrible,  in  which  the 
great  masters  liked  uccnsionally  to  indulge, 
is  the  Murayas  and  Apollo  of  Ouido.  The 
complacent  look  of  the  youthful  deity  in  the 
execution  of  his  disgusting  purp)se,  is  well 
contrasted  by  the  agonized  expression  of  his 
wretched  victim's  countenance.  The  alle- 
gorical representation  of  the  four  elements 
of  the  philosophers  by  Albano,  crowded  with 
the  amorefli  in  every  conceivable  posture 
bargained  for  by  hie  eminence  the  purchaser 
of  the  pictures,  will  bear  a  lengthened  inspec- 
tion; bat  the  gem  of  the  gallery  is  indubitably 
the  exquisite  Madre  Dolorosa  of  Carlo  Dolci, 
than  which  no  picture  perhaps  is  better 
known  to  the  world,  owing  to  the  almost 
innumerable  reproductions  of  coloured  copies 
an  an  enlarged,  diminished,  or  equal  scale, 
prints,  engravings,  and  photographs. 

The  nest  engraving  appended  is  the  one 
Bcndo,  highest  value,  of  the  Papal  States. 
This  is  called  by  some 
'the  cardinals'  stamp,' 
and  we  have 
is  employed 
holy  conctai 
not  vouch  for  the  feet. 
It  is  strange  there  are 

Bo  many  mere  on  diU  about  postage  stamps, 
after  the  dozen  years  at  least  since  they 
hegaa  to  attract  attention.  Shall  we  ever 
get  to  the  bottom  of  the  well  where  the 
truth  respecting  those  opprobria  of  collec- 
tions, the  mysterious  sol-dUanU  Dutch 
Guimias,  lies  hid  ?  Wo  observe  the  most 
recent  number  of  one  of  the  Parisian  jour- 
nals terms  them  mythological.  We  cannot 
go  so  &r  as  that ;  they  certainly  exist,  and 


inals'  stamp,'  . 
lave  heard  it  ^ 
sd  only  by  the  ^ 
lave,  bat  can-  \ 


as   certainly   were   genuine    and    employed 

somewhere,    and    probably   in   one    of    the 

Dutch    colonies,    though    possibly    not    in 

Guiana.        The    Sardinian 

stamps  (of  which  we  eu-    I 

grave  the  first  issue  black,    I 

lowest  value)  are  generally,    I 

but   erroneously,  included    I 

among  those  employed  for    I 

the   kingdom   of   Italy   in    I 

general.      More  especially 

should  the   'rectification'    hinted  at   above 

take  place,  when  either  the  issues  of  Rome 

or  Venetia  become  remnants  of  the  past,  the 

Sardinian  series  will  claim  a  page  of  their 

own  in  the  album  of  the  timbrophilist. 

In  the  collections  of  juveniles  is  frequently 
seen  a  large-sized  stamp  having  King  Victor's 
head  in  an  oval,  framework  and  inscription 
printed  in  red.  This  stamp  is  styled  by  the 
French  '  tiinhre  d'  afficke,'  being  affixed  to 
notices  of  sales,  apartments  to  let,  &c.  We 
would  suggest  to  our  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  when  he  next  wants  to  squeeze 
something  extra  out  of  her  KCajesty's  patient 
taxpayers,  that  a  halfpenny  stamp  employed 
for  the  same  service  as  the  Italian  5  centesimi 
would  answer  his  purpose  very  well.  There 
are  kindred  impressions  to  this  low  value, 
ranging  as  high  as  two  or  three  lire,  which 
are  used  for  commercial  and  documentary 
purposes. 

The  regulations  of  the  post  office  of  Turin 
seem  very  stringent.  While  there  we  received 
a  post-office  order  from  Genoa,  and  unpro- 
vided with  passport  or  other  evidence  of 
identity,  and  our  hotel  too  distant  to  allow 
time  for  fetching  such,  we  had  some  difficulty 
in  proving  that  we  were  ourself  and  no  one 
else.  A  friendly  banker  at  hand  enabled  us 
at  last  to  satisfy  the  officials,  and  even  then 
there  were  so  many  forms  to  be  observed, 
clerks  and  superintendents  to  be  propitiated, 
and  departments  to  be  visited,  that  the 
utmost  exertion  under  the  broiling  sun  of 
Turin  could  scarcely  secure  our  being  in  time 
to  catch  the  afternoon  train  for  Ivrea,  pre- 
paratory to  ascending  the  Great  St.  Bernard 
mountain. 


THE*tar9nntlitCustiiRicii»tiimi)iirriin.Bontthcfivf«tii(ta 
of  Ci'ntnil  .Vmi-tica,  viz, ;  Gunli'iuflla,  San  Siilvadiw,  Uod- 
d^IB.■^  Nicaragua,  aod  Ccwls  Rics.— .tfixnt'  lUiutialuat. 
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NEWLY-ISSUED  OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

Having  in  the  first  fonr  numbers  of  our 
magazine  chronicled  the  complete  series  of 
postal  issues  of  no  fewer  than  seven  countries, 
Spain,  Turkey,  Moldo-Wallachia,  St.  Lucia, 
Ecuador,  Bolivia,  and  the  United  States  of 
New  Granada,  besides  an  envelope  for 
Denmark,  a  new  shilling  for  ourselves,  a 
change  in  some  of  the  United  States  stamps, 
a  new  and  a  provisional  Italian,  a  new 
Schleswig  Holstein,  the  completion  of  the 
curi*ent  set  for  Holland,  some  few  essays,  &c, : 
in  all  to  the  by  no  means  insignificant  amount 
of  sixty-six  individuals — what  an  addition  to 
the  pages  of  the  timbrophilist's  album ! — we 
cannot  be  expected  to  be  able  to  introduce 
much  in  the  shape  of  novelty  for  some  little 
time  forward. 

Still  we  are  not  totally  destitute  of  pro- 
vender for  the  eager  amateur.  The  colony 
of  Western  Australia,  though  adhering,  and 
we  think  advisedly,  to  the  ^rara  avis  in 
terris,  uigroqtie  aimiUima  cygito,*  actually 
reproduced  in  form  and  colour  on  its  earliest 
stamp,  from  a  living  specimen  of  the  myriads 
of  those  once  almost  mythological  birds, 
floating  majestically  on  the  waters  of  the 
beautiftd  river  whence  its  best-known  appel- 
lation is  derived,  has  indubitably  made  up  in 
variety  of  colour  for  the  nearly  precise 
uniformity  of  its  type.  The  colour  of  the 
penny  stamp  is  now  a  dull  yellow-brown 
known  usually  in  catalogues  under  the  name 
of  bistre ;  the  twopenny  is  the  subdued  yellow 
of  the  Queensland  registered  stamp ;  but  in 
ample  amends  for  the  want  of  brilliancy 
observable  in  these  two  values,  the  fourpenny 
is  a  bright  carmine  rose  colour.  We  believe 
one  sheet  only  of  this  hue  was  printed  and 
sent  to  the  colony,  but  being  from  some 
unknown  cause  unaccepted,  the  scarlet  four- 
pennies  in  late  use  were  circulated,  and  the 
original  rose-coloured  specimens  figure  only 
in  the  choicest  collections.  Wo  may  remark, 
that  the  tints  of  the  sixpenny  and  shilling  are 
also  modified. 

In  the  dearth  of  novelties,  and  in  accor- 
dance with  the  second  title  of  our  paper,  we 
would  hint  to  those  timbrophilists  who  make 
a  practice   of  storing  up  all   varieties,   to 


institute  a  search  after  the  half-sheet  of  paper 
stamped  with  Her  Majesty *8  head  in  rose 
colour,  in  use  for  a  short  time,  but  long  sbce 
consigned  to  oblivion.  They  were  issued 
under  the  following  cifcumstiuices : 

When  the  penny  and  twopenny  stamped 
envelopes  were  first  circulated,  some  precise 
mercantile  firms  complained  that  their  letters 
did  not  bear,as  formerly,  legal  proof  of  having 
been  posted  on  any  particular  day,  the  body 
of  the  letter,  the  more  important  part,  not 
showing  the  official  postmark.  To  remedy 
this  inconvenience,  half  sheets  of  paper  duly 
prepared  with  inserted  threads  for  the  avoi- 
dance of  forgery,  w«re  stamped  with  Queen's 
heads  and  sold  at  the  post-offices  and  by 
stationers.  Purchasers  were  requested  to 
fold  them  in  such  way  that  the  stamp  should 
appear  on  the  right  hand  comer ;  but,  as  we 
previously  took  occasion  to  remark,  no 
exercise  of  ingenuity  oould  accomplish  this, 
the  impression  bein^  in  such  a  position  as  to 
preclude  the  possibility.  We  well  remember 
them  ourselves,  and  also  seeing  a  letter  in 
the  Times  newspaper  complaining  of  the 
impracticability  of  complying  with  the  official 
directions.  It  is  not  improbable  that  many 
of  these  stamped  sheet-s  still  exist  in  obscure 
post  offices,  stationers*  shops,  or  repositories 
of  private  individuals. 

There  is  an  old  saying  that  one  must  go 
abroad  to  hear  home  news.  A  correspondent 
calls  our  attention  to  the  fact,  which  we  saw 
noted  some  weeks  since  in  a  continental 
magazine,  that  an  alteration  has  taken  place 
in  our  threepenny  stamp.  The  change  is  by  no 
means  an  improvement.  The  gracefrd  outline 
of  the  comer  trifolium  gives  way  to  an 
unsightly  square  block  containing  the  letter, 
and  a  small  figure  is  introduce  into  the 
encircling  scroll.  This  stamp,  which  was 
previously  the  prettiest  of  our  impressions,  is 
now  as  ugly  as  the  others.  The  editor  of  the 
foreign  journal  asks  the  meaning  of  the  mystic 
figure  4  now  on  the  shilling  stamp  as  well  as 
the  threepenny.  There  was  formerly  the 
figure  I  on  the  shilling,  which  was  taken, 
but  it  seems  erroneously,  to  designate  its 
value :  the  interloping  figure  has  also  in- 
vaded the  sixpenny.  It  is  evident  that  no 
artistic  eye  enjoys  the  superintendence  of  the 
postage  stamp  impressions  of  Great  Britain. 
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We  saj  postage,  because  the  legal  and  official 
labels^  more  especially  the  now  disused  cus- 
toms stamps,  are  extremely  handsome  and 
well-executed. 

We  may  notice  a  set  of  what  we  are 
informed  to  be  accepted  essays  for  Bavaria. 
They  are  beautifully  engraved,  but  the  priest 
in  the  armorial  insignia  has  much  more  the 
appearance  of  a  Chinese  mandarin.  Our 
Gallic  neighbours  have  made  a  slight  change 
in  one  of  their  stamps,  but  unlike  our  own 
exploits,  the  alteration  is  for  the  better. 
The  faint  washy  tint  of  the  4  centimes  is 
mdch  deeper  in  hue.  The  5  cents  of  Nova 
Scotia,  on  the  contrary,  is  deteriorated  into 
a  duller  blue,  as  are  the  3,  6,  and  9  kreuzer 
of  Baden,  from  being  piinted  in  paler  colours. 
The  30  cents  of  Hong  Kong  appears  now  in 
a  brighter  brick  red. 

We  stated  on  the  authority  of  a  corre- 
spondent, backed  by  the  testimony  of  the 
Parisian  journals,  that  the  1  real  dull  green 
o(  the  Ecuador  is  an  essay.  This  is  not  the 
case:  we  have  seen  several  of  them  post- 
marked, that  were  taken  from  letters  received 
here  direct  from  the  country. 

Our  notice  of  novelties  will  not,  after  all, 
be  BO  meagre  this  month  as  we  had  at  first 
anticipated.  An  addition  has  been  effected 
to  the  Prussian  series.  The  design  is  the 
same  as  that  of  the  4  and  6  pfenninge.  The 
value  of  this  latest  issue  is  3  pf.,  and  the 
colour  a  rich  mauve-lilac.  We  may  conclude 
with  the  notice  of  the  appearance  of  the  2  s. 
bine  Danish  envelope. 

EBmATcic—  Tha  word  Bolivia,  »t  the  end  of  oar  artlcl*  on  '  Kt^lj-'Inued 
v  ln«dUcd  ataaip*  *  iu  last  mouth'*  namber,  was  a  iniaprinfc  fur  Jiiditur, 
Um  Ub«ntor  of  Uie  country  named  aft«r  him. 

THE  DONKEY  POST  OF  SAN  MARINO. 

The  following  account  of  the  postal  service 
of  the  obscure  little  tewn  of  San  Marino 
(which  is  situated  on  a  mountain  ridge  2366 
Parisian  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea) 
occurs  in  Mr.  Thomas  Adolphus  Trollope*s 
interesting  work,  A  Lenten  Journey.  After 
describing  his  departure  from  Rimini  in  an 
oxen-drawn  carriage  and  his  first  indistinct 
view  of  the  town,  he  continues,  '  But  before 
going  much  further,  we  could  distinguish  the 
outline  of  so  sharply-defined  and  square- 
looking   a   projection  on   the  very   highest 


peak  of  the  outline  of  the  crag,  that  we 
thought  it  surely  must  be  a  building  of  some 
sort.  Gradually  the  eye  became  certain  that 
a  sharp  irregular  line,  which  gave  the  pre- 
cipice the  appearance  of  being  tepped  with 
battlements,  must  be  composed  of  the  outlines 
of  buildings.  And  in  fact,  almost  incredible 
as  it  seemed,  an  illuminating  sunbeam  just 
then  falling  full  on  the  face  of  the  rock  and 
the  crest  of  it,  showed  beyond  all  dispute, 
that  the  first  object  we  had  made  out  on  the 
tepmost  peak,  was  in  truth  a  castle  keep, 
and  that  the  battlemented  angular  line  was 
composed  of  the  teps  of  the  houses  of  the 
tewn  of  San  Marino ! 

'  Some  small  pilgrimage-chapel  piled  up  by 
the  enthusiasm  of  a  faith,  that  deemed  the 
painful  transport  of  each  sweat-bedewed  stene 
the  purchase  money  of  so  much  exemption 
from  purgaterial  terture,  I  have  seen  in 
positions  almost  as  inaccessible.  But  a  tewn 
in  such  a  position !  A  community  of  men 
and  women,  needing  bakers  and  butchers, 
needing  doctors !  being  bom  and  being  buried 
up  there  on  the  tep  of  that  precipice  among 
the  eagles'  nests!  Eagles*  nests  in  truth 
there  are  none.  For  the  bird  is  not  sociable 
in  his  habits ;  and  ubiquitous  man  has  taken 
possession  of  the  sterm-beaten  peaks,  that 
seem  fitted  only  for  his  solitary  residence. 
But  the  eagles  assuredly  would  live  there  if 
San  Marino  the  Dalmatian  soldier,  turned 
Christian  quarryman,  had  not  token  the 
place  from  them. 

'  Butehers !  Bakers !  Docters !  Why  the 
Post  goes  up  there !  The  very  notion  seemed 
absurd !  As  well  expect  a  daily  delivery  on 
the  summit  of  Mont  Blanc !  But  there  is  a 
daily  post,  man,  boy,  and  donkey,  com- 
municating between  that  wide-spread  smiling 
sunny  world  of  cities  and  tewns  down  there 
below,  and  this  stem  and  sterm-swept  eyrie. 
The  arrivals  are  not  very  regular  to  be  sure ; 
and  in  winter  often  not  at  all,  the  postboy 
and  his  donkey  wisely  declining  te  tempt  the 
stermy  crag  that  day.  And  this  uncertainty, 
tegether  with  the  considerations  of  a  wise 
economy  of  the  resources  of  the  state,  has 
given  rise  te  a  novel  mode  of  serving  the  San 
Marino  public  with  their  correspondence. 
In  order  to  avoid  the  expensive  necessity  of 
keeping  a  post-office  open  for  the  inhabitante 
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to  seek  their  letters  when  they  please,  or  the 
yet  more  expensive  plan  of  sending  them 
round  to  the  several  houses,  the  manner  is  to 
ring  the  great  town  bell,  when  the  donkey 
from  the  world  below  arrives.  Then  San 
Marino  expects  that  every  man,  who  wants 
his  letters,  shall  hasten  to  be  present  at  the 
opening  of  the  bag.  Should  he  fail  to  be  so, 
he  must  wait  for  his  correspondence  till  the 
next  day.' 

SOMETHING  ABOUT  HIDALGO. 

Upon  the  obsolete  Mexican  stamps  and  upon 
those  just  issued  the  bust  of  Hidalgo  is 
engraved,  and  stamp  collectors  have  been 
made  aware  that  that  personage  was  a  curate 
who  assisted  in  removmg  the  Spanish  yoke 
from  Mexico.  No  further  account  of  him 
has  hitherto  appeared,  but  we  propose  now  to 
fill  up  the  hiatus  by  a  short  memoir  drawn 
from  the  most  authentic  sources. 

Don  Miguel  Hidalgo-y- Costilla  was  the 
resident  clergyman  in  the  town  of  Dolores  in 
the  province  of  Guanaxnato,  and  from  early 
life  was  considered  to  be  a  man  of  talent. 
His  duties  led  birn  into  close  intercourse  with 
the  native  population,  and  he  soon  perceived 
their  dislike  to  the  Spaniards.  This  know- 
ledge he  used  in  concocting  the  plan  of  a 
general  revolt.  Circumstances  hastened  the 
execution  of  the  scheme,  and  a  certain  captain 
Allende,  having  collected  a  few  volunteers, 
marched  to  Dolores,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
10th  of  September,  1810,  and  joined  Hidalgo. 
The  priest  and  the  soldier  at  the  head  of  the 
insurgents  pillaged  the  houses  of  the  Span- 
iards in  the  town  of  San  Miguel  le  Grande, 
and  gained  possession  of  Guanaxuato  on  the 
29th  of  September,  in  the  treasury  of  which 
town  they  found  a  large  quantity  of  coin  and 
silver  bars.  A  body  of  troops  was  now  sent 
against  Hidalgo  by  Don  J.  Villegas  the 
newly-arrived  viceroy.  But  his  measures  did 
not  meet  with  success.  The  Indians  were 
attached  to  Hidalgo  by  his  repealing  the  tax 
called  tributes  which  they  had  paid  ever  since 
the  conquest.  From  Guanaxuato  he  marched 
on  Valladolid,  October  20th,  and  was  joy- 
fully received  by  two  regiments  of  militia. 
Soon  after,  being  proclaimed  generalissimo 
of  the  Mexican  forces  he  found  himself  at  the 
head  of  eighty  regiments  of  1000  men  each. 


He  now  therefore  proceeded  towards  Mexico, 
the  capital  city,  when  "Villegas,  having  but  a 
handfril  of  troops  for  its  defence,  applied  to 
the  Archbishop  of  Mexico  and  to  the  in- 
quisition for  a  sentence  of  excommunication 
against  Hidalgo  and  his  adherents.  Sunk  in 
superstition,  and  priest-ridden,  the  Mexicans 
were  awed  by  this  demonstration  from  joining 
the  insurgents,  disappointed  their  expecta- 
tions of  assistance,  and  Hidalgo  became 
irresolute.  After  having  waited  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  capital  till  the  viceroy 
had  recalled  his  troops  he  began  a  retreat. 
At  Acapulco,  however,  he  was  overtaken  and 
completely  defeated  on  the  7th  of  November. 
He  then  retired  to  Guanaxuato,  whither  he 
was  followed  by  the  Spanish  army  who  took 
the  place  with  great  slaughter.  Hidalgo — a 
second  Alfred — fled  to  Guadalaxara  ;  and  on 
the  17th  of  January,  1811,  suffered  a  further 
and  ruinous  defeat  at  the  bridge  of  Calderon. 
His  career  was  now  drawing  to  a  close.  He 
had  seen  the  failure  of  his  plans;  after  a 
career  of  conquest  he  had  met  with  defeat, 
and  now  he  experienced  treachery.  Eager 
to  make  terms  with  the  victors,  one  of  his 
own  officers  delivered  him  up  on  the  2l8t  of 
March,  1811.  He  was  then  cast  into  prison 
and  degraded  from  the  priesthood,  and,  '  last 
scene  of  all,'  put  to  death  on  the  27th  of  July 
following.  But  though  dead,  his  name 
animated  the  Mexicans  in  their  subsequent 
struggles — struggles  which  resulted  in  the 
possession  of  independence.  And  upwards 
of  40  years  afterwards  his  portrait  was  en- 
graved on  the  Mexican  stamps.  The  present 
rulers  of  the  country  have  shown  wisdom  in 
perpetuating  his  memory  on  the  imperial 
issue,  so  hnking  together  the  present  with 
the  past  of  Mexico. 

LETTER  CHARACTERISTICS. 

The  great  inajority  of  letters  are  like  the 
great  majority  of  people — ordinary,  unexcep- 
tionable, and  mediocre.  It  could  not  well  be 
otherwise.  In  the  railway  post-office,  how- 
ever, much  is  learned  from  the  habit  of 
association.  The  officer,  of  coui^se,  takes 
some  degree  of  interest  in  the  towns  on  his 
ride;  for,  almost  domesticated  on  the  rail, 
he  becomes  a  sort  of  denizen  of  those  towns 
he  is  constantly  passing,  and  sees,  or  &nctes 
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he  does,  from  the  letters  that  arrive  firom 
them,  a  kind  of  corroboration  of  all  he  has 
settled  in  his  mind  with  regard  to  them. 
Almost  every  town  has  its  distinctive  kind  of 
letters.  That  town  we  just  passed  is  mauu- 
&ctaring,  and  the  letters  are  almost  entirely 
confined  to  sober-looking  advice-cards,  cir- 
culars, prices-current,  and  invoices,  generally 
very  similar  in  kind  and  appearance,  in  good- 
sized  envelopes,  with  very  plainly  written  or 
printed  addresses.  Now  and  then  a  lawyer's 
letter,  written  in  a  painfully  distinct  hand,  or 
a  thick,  fat,  banker's  letter,  groaning  under 
the  weight  of  bills  and  notes,  escapes  from 
company  such  as  we  have  described;  but 
still  the  letters  sustain  the  town's  real 
character.  Now  we  are  at  an  old  country 
town,  with  quiet-going  people,  living  as  their 
fathers  did  before  them,  and  inheriting  not 
only  their  money  and  lands,  but  their  most 
cherished  principles:  their  letters  are  just 
as  we  expected,  little,  quiet,  old-fashioned- 
looking  things,  remarkable  for  nothing  so 
mach  as  their  fewness.  Now  we  are  among 
the  coal-districts,  and  almost  all  the  letters 
have  a  smudged  appearance,  making  you 
imagine  that  they  must  have  been  written  by 
the  light  of  pit-candles,  in  some  region  of 
carbon  *two  hundred  fathoms  down.'  This 
bag  comes  firom  a  sea-bathing  place,  and  so 
long  as  summer  continues,  will  unmistakably 
remind  you  of  sea-shore,  sea-sand,  and  sea- 
anemones.  These  bags  have  previously  had 
to  cross  a  broad  sea  ferry,  and  the  letters  tell 
of  salt  water  as  certainly  as  if  they  were  so 
many  fishes.  Another  twenty  miles,  and  we 
come  to  an  old  cathedral  town  with  its  letters 
looking  as  orthodox  as  any  convocation 
could  wish ;  whilst  that  other  town  is  clearly 
a  resort  of  fashion,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
finely-scented,  perfumed,  elegant-looking  bil- 
lets that  escape  from  its  post-bag. — Her 
Majesty^s  Mails. 

REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Illustrated  Catalogue  of  Postage  Stamps. 

By  Dr.  John  Edwakd  Gray,  f.r.s.,  f.l.s., 

V.P.Z.S.,   ETC.,  of  the   British   Museum. 

London  :  E.  Marlborough  &  Co. ;  Bath  : 

Stafford  Smith  &  Smith. 
As  old  finend  with  a  new  face.     The  penny 
red  stamp,  rather  inappropriately  figuring  on 


the  first  and  second  editions  of  this  valuable 
work,  has  given  place — as  we  suggested  in  a 
former  review — to  a  representation  of  the 
green  shilling,  the  nominal  but  certainly  less 
than  intrinsic  value  of  the  publication,  which 
has  been  considerably  enlarged  and  improved. 
Eight-and-thirty  pages  have  been  added  to 
the  number  contained  in  the  second  edition, 
besides  a  couple  of  dozen  devoted  to  adver- 
tisements. The  illustrations  form  no  mean 
feature  in  the  present  improved  edition ;  en- 
gravings of  at  least  one  specimen — often 
several  copies — of  the  issues  of  every  country 
figuring  in  the  volume,  all  executed  with  the 
usual  neatness  and  accuracy  of  Mr.  Whymper. 
The  paper,  printing,  and  genei*al  getting-up 
of  the  publication  are  deserving  all  praise. 
In  the  valuable  table  of  facilitation  the  word 
cetUessimiy  by  a  clerical  error,  stands  for  cen^ 
tesimi;  and  tomese  should  be  substituted  for 
toiTiesij  in  juxta-position  with  Naples,  the 
sole  stamp  of  the  denomination  being  the 
medio  or  half  tomese.  In  accordance  with 
the  present  rapid  stride  of  timbrophilic  en- 
thusiasm, we  may  hope  and  expect  briefly 
to  hail  a  fourth  edition. 

Having  only  received  the  work  for  review 
on  the  eve  of  going  to  press,  we  are  sorry 
not  to  be  enabled  to  give  the  lengthened 
notice  it  so  well  deserves  ;  but  must  not 
omit  to  mention  that  an  appendix  includes 
some  recent  issues  that  appeared  too  late  for 
insertion  in  their  proper  places. 

The    Stamp  -  Collector's    Pocket    Companion. 
Manchester :  Thorpe  &  Burns. 

This  small  unpresuming  candidate  for  the 
patronage  of  the  timbrophilist  is  sure  of 
obtaining  the  same,  for  the  best  of  all  pos- 
sible reasons — that  it  is  a  gratis  presentation 
to  the  public.  Independently  of  this,  it  may 
take  fair  rank  among  the  minor  literature  of 
timbrophily  ;  containing  notices  of  new 
stamps,  postal  chit-chat,  notices,  addresses, 
advertisements,  <fcc.,  all  in  connection  with 
its  ostensible  aim.  The  conundrum,  now 
some  score  of  years  old,  we  should  have 
thotight  by  this  time  too  well  known  to  be 
mis-quoted.  The  answer  is  correct,  but  the 
question  should  stand, — '  What  is  the  differ^ 
ence  between  a  postage  stamp  and  a  school- 
master ? ' 
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We  Bee  the  publishers  project  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  postage  stamp  exchange  at 
Manchester.  In  the  infancy  of  timbromaniac 
enthusiasm,  such  an  institution  would  have 
been  a  success,  when  stamps  were  scarcely 
ever  attainable  in  any  other  way,  and  before 
the  great  commercial  stamp  vendors  sprang 
into  being;  but  in  these  days  of  general 
buying  and  selling,  when  the  more  exclusive 
collectors  even  do  not  think  it  derogatory  to 
to  do  a  little  in  the  latter  department,  in 
addition  to  a  vast  amoant  of  the  former,  we 
do  not  think  it  likely  that  the  excitement 
and  semi-romance  of  Birchin  Lane  and 
Change  Alley,  the  Tuileries  Grardens  and 
Boulevart  Sebastopol,  or  the  courtyard  of  the 
Post-office  of  Turin,  will  be  again  revived. 

TheLivei'pool  Stamp-Collector^ 8  Journal,  Liver- 
pool :  J.  C.  Wroe. 
Again  a  claimant  on  the  part  of  the  North 
of  England  for  the  support  of  postal  ama- 
teurs. We  are  glad  tnat  another  spirited 
individual,  nothing  daunted,  or  perhaps  en- 
couraged, by  the  discontinuance  of  some  few 
kindred  serials,  has  launched  his  fragile  bark 
amidst  the  storms  of  criticism.  Tlie  scope 
and  aim  of  the  publisher  appear  the  same  as 
those  of  his  congeners.  Notices  of  new 
stamps,  forgeries,  reviews,  geographical  and 
other  information,  chit-chat,  correspondence, 
and  advertisements  fill  eight  pages  of  small 
octavo  letterpress.  It  is  neatly  printed,  and 
every  individual  connected  with  its  getting 
up,  with  the  solitary  exception  of  the  cor- 
rector for  the  press,  seems  to  have  done  his 
duty. 

POSTAL   CHIT-CHAT. 

Why  abb  Gentlemen's  Love  Letters  so  liable  to  go 
astray  ?    Because  they  are  always  mis(s) -directed. 

Why  is  a  Postage  Stamp  like  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament ?    Because  it  has  M.P.  at  the  end  of  its  name  ? 

Jones  and  Bbown  ub«t  at  the  Post-office. — Jones 
oomplains  of  a  bad  smell  about  the  office,  and  asks  what  it 
can  be  ?  Brown  doesn't  know,  unless  it  may  be  the  dead 
letters. 

On  the  Evacuation  of  Richmond  by  the  South- 
erners, the  Confederate  post-office  was  set  on  fire  and 
burnt  down ;  probably  the  blocks  of  the  Confederate 
stamps  were  also  destroyed  with  the  building. 

A  Post-office  Stampeb,  called  Martin,  was  lately 
fined  £6  for  attempting  to  use  an  obliterated  stamp.  He 
urged  that  he  was  a  collector  of  such  curiosities,  and  had 
used  the  stamp  in  question  by  mistake,  but  his  explanation 
was  not  favourably  received. 


Dialogue  in  a  Country  Post-office. — CUrk,  *  What 
have  you  done  with  the  stamp  I  just  sold  you,  to  prepay 
your  letter  ? '  Bumpkin,  » I  put  it  inside.'  Cierk,  *  But 
you  ought  to  have  stuck  it  on  outside.*  Bumpkin^  *  Pm 
not  such  a  fool  as  that :  to  get  it  stolen,  I  suppose  ? ' 

The  description  of  Paper  called  *Post  Paper' 
owes  its  name  to  a  horn,  which  was  visible  on  holding  up 
the  paper  to  the  light,  impressed  on  it  because  the  old 
postmen  were  accustomed  to  carry  with  them  a  bom, 
which  they  blew  to  announce  their  arrival  to  the  house- 
holders.—  Th4  English  at  Home. 

The  old  3  kr.  Baden  Stamps.— In  1857  it  was 
noticed  that  the  3  kreuzer  stamps  were  more  frequently 
lost  off  letters  than  otbens  through  want  of  the  adhesive 
substance  at  the  back  being  sufficiently  strong.  Thu 
d(*fect  was  attributed  to  the  chemical  action  of  tne  green 
colour  upon  the  gum,  and  the  stamps  were  henc^orth 
ordered  to  be  printed  in  black  on  blue  paper. —  CkumUi 
lUuntiattd  Family  Paper. 


We  regret  having  to  reoord  the  death  of  Mr. 
£dward  Corner  Hall,  of  Hartlepool,  who  died 
on  the  26th  of  March,  in  the  18th  vear  of  his  age. 
His  premature  decease  is  a  source  or  great  afiSiction 
to  his  immediate  relatives  and  friends.  We  had  not 
the  oleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  him. 
but  lus  punctimlity,  honesty,  and  integrity  ranked 
him  among  our  most  valued  correspondents.* 


Cost  of  our  Postage  Stamps. — The  total  oo^  of  the 
manufacture  of  postage  labels  and  envelopeft,  in  tlie  year 
1863,  was  nearly  £30.000,  of  this  sum,  £19,000  was  ex- 
pended on  the  paper,  for  labels,and  the  printing,  gumming, 
and  folding.  About  £5,000  was  appropriated  to  the 
salaries  of  the  various  officials,  ineluaing  the  supervisor 
(£.500)«  and  the  superintendent  of  the  perforating  depart- 
ment (£100).  The  poundage  to  distributors  is  estimated 
at  £4,600. 

TiMBROPHILY  LONG  ANTERIOR  TO  THE  AGE  OP  HoMEB, 

vide  an  unpublished  play  of  Euripides,  now  being  acted  at 
one  of  the  Parisian  theatres.  Paris,  the  shephenl  prince, 
is  surprised  that  the  prophet  Calchas  has  not  yet  received 
a  letter  ot  recommendation,  sent  in  his  favour  by  the 
goddess  Venus.  At  length  it  is  brought  bv  a  lovely 
carrier-pigeon.  The  prince  is  impatient  at  the  delay  oif 
Calchas  in  opening  the  missive,  who  explains  it  by 
remavking  that  be  is  carefully  taking  off  the  poei^ge 
stamp,  for  the  collection  of  the  young  princess  Her- 
mione  I 

A  Paris  Letter-sorter's  Mistake. — An  anecdote  is 
afloat  about  an  invitation  sent  by  a  noble  lad^  to  the  com- 
poser of  the  new  opera  setting  forth  the  glones  of  Cbarle- 
ma^e  eclipsed  in  disaster  amongst  the  Pyrenees.  The 
invitation  oore  on  the  envelope,  *A  Monsieur  MermH 
auteuf  de  Roland  a  Boncevaux^  and  was  to  be  detivered 
personaUv  bv  the  lady's  valet  to  the  maestro  in  the  green 
room.  Tnelasy  fellow  threw  it  into  the  post-office,  and 
noUiing  was  heard  of  it  for  a  week.  The  fiur  writer  was 
yesterday  sent  her  own  letter  *  returned'  finom  Navarre, 
where  at  the  village  of  Bonoevauz  *  no  such  person  was 
known.' — Globe. 

American  Counterfeit,— The  U.  S.  4c.  envelope,  a 
comparatively  rare  stamp,  has  been  repioduced,  likely  by 
the  same  bright  genius  who  oounterfeited  the  Canada 
envelopes,  but  who  foils  on  this  occasion  to  produce  e^  fac- 
simile at  all  calculated  to  deceive.  Ilie  genuine  stamp  is 
distinctly  printed ;  the  counterfeit  is  toleraUy  well  done, 
but  the  lettering  has  a  blurred,  imp^eot  appearance, 
owing,  probably,  to  the  inferior  quality  of  the  ink  usi-d. 
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CoUectora  should  avoid  purchaidDg,  unless  the  entire  en 
Telope  is  attached,  which,  bearing  a  watermark,  will  not 
be  found  easy  of  reproduction. — Utamp^ColUetor' a  Record^ 
Albany,  (A.  F.) 

SrNSHiMB  BY  Post. — *  Post  ftue,  CoiU  of  SunMhine. 
Twelve  stamps.' — Will  Stanley  of  Alderley  allow  it? 
Will  he  not  rather  prohibit  *  Ainahine,'  along  with  fire- 
woriu,  lucifer  matches^  paraffin,  petroleum,  and  other 
combustible  articles  ?  If  he  does  not,  then  our  post  will 
indeed  be  a  *  pattern '  post.  But  how  can  such  an  inflam- 
mable mixture  be  secured?  What  wax  has  ever  been 
manufactured  that  will  not  melt  before  it,  like  butter  on 
a  July  morning?  What  envelopes,  however  adhesive, 
will  sabmit  to  be  hot-pressed  in  this  way?  Untie  roe 
these  knota,  for  I  am  burning  to  know  what  you  think ; 
especially  as  I  have  been  startled  by  a  shocking  report 
that  the  speculators,  if  they  find  themselves  doing  a  rood 
(8un)iitroke  of  business,  intend  to  supply  us  with  rolls  of 
earthquake  per  book-post ;  and  rumoure  are  rife  of  nego- 
eiations  witn  the  lessees  of  the  Milky  Way,  which,  if 
suooesaful,  will  enable  the  contractors  so  to  plan  it  as  to 
furnish  o|>era  companies,  theatres,  dinners,  and  evening 
nutiea  with  stars  of  every  magnitude  in  a  twinkling. 
Tours  respectably,  Wynkyn  de  (3iafie. — Funeh. 

A  Substitute  fob  thk  Postal  Sbbvicr  in  America. 
— Since  the  commencement  of  the  American  war  ordinary 
postal  communication  between  North  and  South  has 
ceased,  but  letters  have  passed  from  one  side  to  the  other 
under  flags  of  truce.  From  some  unknown  cause  letters 
so  exchanged  did  not  come  to  hand,  but  the  press  came  to 
the  aid  of  humanity  in  this  as  in  some  other  respects.  The 
newspapers  very  soon  had  a  few  advertisements  inserted 
by  good  people  who  could  not  otherwise  reach  their  friends, 
and  who  had  news  to  tell  or  inquiries  to  make.  Latterly 
these  advertisements  have  multiplied  to  an  incredible 
ext«nt,  and  they  are  doubled  by  the  mutual  accommoda- 
tion of  copying  similar  advertisements  on  the  other  side. 
That  ia,  the  Northern  journals  copy  the  *  personals'  as 
they  are  called  in  the  Southern  papers,  and  the  Southern 

Sipers  those  in  the  Northern.  The  New  York  Daily 
TtK-9  appears  to  have  been  foremost  in  this  practice, 
which  however  is  by  no  means  confined  to  this  paper.  On 
Mondav,  the  16th  January,  the  paper  had  five  closelv- 
printea  columns  of  *  personals,'  including  those  copied  oy 
request  from  the  Southern  journals.  There  is  not  any- 
where d  description  of  the  state  of  things  in  the  United 
States  more  speaking  and  touching  than  that  which  these 
fire  columns  contain,  in  the  form  of  innumerable  details 
and  inquiries.  A  painful  proportiou  of  the  advertisements 
ooDsist  of  inquiries  after  persons  not  heard  of  since  such 
an  action,  captured  in  such  an  afiair,  left  wounded  on 
such  a  field,  or  sent  upon  such  an  expedition.  A  few  of  the 
*•  personals'  appear  to  be  addressed  to  Northerners  fighting 
in  the  Confederate  armies,  or  vice  veraa^  asking  about 
their  healdu  the  state  of  their  wardrobe,  &c.,  and  whether 
they  would  like  a  bundle  by  the  next  fiag  of  truce.  But, 
by  orders  from  Washington,  the  governor  of  New  York 
has  stopped  this  methcd  of  communication,  and  hence- 
forth the  military  line  is  to  be  a  wall  of  darkness. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  HERALDRY  OF  MOENS'  ALBUM. 
To  th€  Editor  of  the  *  Stamf-Collbctob's  Maoazinb.  ' 
8m, — I  have  till  now  for^tten  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  'Nora's'  and  *  X.  Y.'s'  ideas  of  heraldry,  and  if  pos- 
sible to  add  to  their  stock  of  information.  The  arms  of 
Oldenburg  are  or,  divided  per  double  fesee,  gulee.  This 
occurs  on  the  dexter  tide  of  the  second,  third,  and  present 
inuea  of  the  Oldenburg  stamps.  The  lion  rampant  argent^ 


alluded  to  b v  *  X.  Y.,'  represents  some  petty  state  either 
incorporatea  with  or  allied  to  the  house  of  Oldenburg,  and 
occurs  ^  chevron  inarehid,  on  field  azure,  in  the  second 
and  thu^  issues,  but  it  is  omitted  (as  is  also  the  fourth 
quartering)  on  the  present  issue. 

The  *  three«armea  cross '  of  Sweden  is  in  heraldrycalled 
a  pall-eroee,  and  should  be,  as  Nora  states,  or.  The  in- 
escutcheon  is  blazoned  quarterly :  first,  Norway ;  second, 
Sleswick;  third,  Hoktein ;  fourth,  Stomiarie, — the  same, 
I  fancy,  as  Mariestad.  The  details  of  these  bearings  I 
have  not  vet  been  able  to  ascertain. 

The  *tiiree  roots  with  fibres'  are  stag's  horns,  the 
actual  arms  of  Wurtemburg;  the  whole  stag  forms  the 
sinister  supporter,  as  represented  on  present  Wurtemburg 
stamps. 

The  horse  eourant  on  the  Hanover  stamp,  should  bo 
argent f  not  azure.  Occupying  the  lower  part  of  the 
stamo,  it  cannot  be  the  cfiief  quartering;  and  as  the 
shiela  has  but  three  compartments,  divit/ed  per  pale  and 
per  chevron,  neither  can  it  be  a  quartering  at  all — which 
presupposes  at  least  four  divisions.  The  arms  of  Wur- 
temburg, as  quoted  in  jy EscJMvannes*  Armorial  Uni' 
verael,  are,  or,  palewiee ;  dexter  three  »tag*»  home, 
sable ;  ainietcr  three  liona  pasaant  gardant  aable,  the 
dexter  paw  gulea. 

Clifton.  FENTONIA. 

A  *VEUY  FANCY'  STAMP  ALBUM. 
7b  the  Editor  of  the  '  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazinb.' 
Sir, — ^The  object  of  your  useful  periodicid  seems  to  be 
to  bring  the  collector  of  stamps  into  contact  with  the 
possessor  of  stamps.  One  of  my  pupils  has  been  benefitted 
to  a  considerable  extent  by  your  pages.  Another  was  led 
by  him  to  write  to  a  person  at  Salford,  advertising  (not  in 
your  columns,  I  believe)  to  send  for  lOd  *  A  collector's 
album,  post  free,  ruled  to  hold  1700  stamps,  and  very 
fancy  strong  covers.  Two  unused  stamps  with  each.'  By 
return  of  post  he  received  a  little  unruled  manuscript 
book  in  marble -paper  back,  size  3  in.  bv  2|  in. — such  as  a 
common  copybook  would  make  four  of,  and  with  it  four 
poor,  common  used  T^erman  stamps.  I  hate  to  see  any 
one  cheat^ ;  so  I  wrote  to  the  man  at  Salford,  and  in- 

auired  if  there  was  not  a  mistake.  He  has  not  con- 
escended  to  answer  my  letter.  If  he  sees  this  in  your 
journal,  he  may  begin  to  feel  that  honesty  is  the  best 
policy,  when  collectors  hesitate  to  deal  with  him.  I  send 
you  nis  name  and  address,  as  well  as  my  own,  and 
remain.  Yours,  &c., 

A  PRIVATE  TUTOR. 
JFimbome, 


THE   INSCRIPTION   ON   THE   BALE    IN   THE 

SYDNEY  STAMP. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazinb.' 

Sir, — ^I  have  a  twopenny  blue  View  of  Sydney  similar 
to  the  one  described  by  your  correspondent  in  the  last 
number,  but  with  horizontal  waved  lines  in  the  spandrils. 
It  is  printed  in  a  greenish-blue,  from  a  very  early  state  of 
the  plate,  and  I  have  positive  proof  of  its  genuine 
character.  The  face  of  the  figure  sitting 
on  the  bale  of  goods  is  in  direct  profile  to 
the  right,  and  a  powerful  lens  snows  the 
end  of  the  bale  to  be  thus  marked : — 

The  same  inscription  is  also  on  the  bale  of 
goods  in  two  other  Views  of  Sydnev  in  my  album — a 
penny  and  a  threepenny— save  that  tne  88  are  more  like 
long  figures  of  8,  or  hanks  of  cotton. 


No. 

0 

17 

ss 

Weatminster  Club. 
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WEST  INDIAN  POSTM.VRKS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector'b  Magazine.* 

SiE, — There  appears  to  be  soiue  system  in  the  post- 
marks of  the  West  Indian  colonies  and  Britu^h  Guiana. 
The  latter  postmarks  with  the  letters  and  fip^ure  A.  0.  1, 
Antigua  with  A,  0,  2,  and  Bahamas  with  A.  O.  5. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  these  ?  I  have  seen  a  British 
Guiana  with  A,  0. 3  on  it,  but  they  generally  have  A.  0. 1, 
and  I  think  that  3  is  the  Jamaica  number.  Grenada  does 
not  use  this  system,  but  I  think  numbers  according  to 
towns.  I  have  seen  the  numbers  I  and  15  within  lines  on 
some  of  them.  Barbadoes  and  Trinidad  also  have  inde- 
pendent postmarks;  but  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of 
vour  suMcribers  will  inform  me  of  the  meaning  of  the 
letters  A,  0.  and  the  accomnanving  figures. 

Yours  faitnfully, 

York.  ANTILIJ:S. 


A  NEW  CANADIAN  LOCAL. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  SrAMP-CoLLEcroa's  Magazine.' 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Bancroft,  the  proprietor  of  the  City 
Express,  is  soon  to  issue  a  5  cent  stamp  for  his  own  use. 
He  had  a  woodcut  made,  but  as  he  was  aispleaiM*d  with  it 
he  rejected  it.  Some  person  obtained  an  iuiprestdon  from 
the  rejected  block  and  ooimterfeited  it,  and  has  put  the 
counterfeits  in  circulation.  I  understand  that  the  genuine 
Bancroft  stamp  is  to  be  engraved  on  copper  and  perfo- 
rated. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Montreal.  I.  A.  N. 

ANSWERS   TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Inquirer,  Southsea. — Some  of  the  Ceylon  stamps, 
especially  the  enveloi)e8,  fetch  goixl  prices,  in  conseq^uence 
of  their  nigh  facial  value ;  but  they  cimnot  be  considered 
rarities,  the  question  being  merely  a  matter  of  purchase. 
A  few  of  the  earlicT  impressions,  whoiie  tints  have  been 
altered,  as  the  eightpenny,  ninepenny,  sixpenny — espe- 
cially the  one  of  a  peculiar  lilac-urown  hue — are  rarely 
met  >i'ith  in  an  uncancelled  state ;  neither  are  the  unper- 
forated  varieties,  except  the  twopenny,  tenpenny,  and 
one-and-niuepenny,  wnich  we  have  never  seen  with  the 
improvement  of  perforation. 

J.  M.  F.  T.,  Richmond,  Yorkshire. — Ce  correspondent 
ci  demonde  &  Alons.  Moens  s'  il  a  1*  intention  de  faire  pub- 
licr  un  supplement  a  son  album,  pourinclurelesnouvelles 
emissions  telles  que  lea  Mecklenbourg-Strelitz,  les  Moldo- 
Vallachie,  les  Turquie,  &c.  Peut-^tra  co  monsieur  aura 
la  complaisance  de  nous  repondre  sur  ce  sujet-la. 

A  Subscriber,  Dublin. — llianks  for  your  information, 
of  which  we  had  an  inkling  previously. 

N.  A.  B.  B.,  Bury  St.  Edmunds. — ITie  initials  on  the 
breast  of  the  IVusaian  eagle  are  those  of  the  engraver's 
name. — ^^'e  can  only  hail  the  fact,  reason  unexplamed,  of 
the  almost  annual  variation  of  tiie  Spanish,  interrupted 
in  1868j/59,  '61,  and  *63  only,  since  their  first  issue  in 
1850. — ^The  Java  stamp  seems  not  to  be  used  in  the  Dutch 
West  Indies,  which  gives  strength  to  our  idea  that  the 
East  was  the  real  locality  of  what  have  been  known  as 
Dutch  Guianas. — A  letter  appeared  some  time  ago  in  our 
magazine  stating  authoritatively  the  entire  abolition  of  the 
United  States'  locals.  When  employed,  they  did  duty  as 
far  as  intended  equally  with  the  government  impressions. 

Acadia.— You  arc  right  in  the  supposition  that  the 
characters  in  the  comer  circles  of  the  Turkish  stamps  de- 
note the  values.  ITie  crescent  has  been  the  armorial 
emblem  of  the  Turkijsh  power  ever  since  the  capture  of 
Constantinople. 


A  Collector,  London. — Like  yourself,  we  hmve  often 
seen  that  imi)ertinent  falsity,  the  Cochin  China  stamp,  un- 
blushingly  exposed  in  a  shop  window. 

OvERY  Taylor. — Our  correspondent,  .\cadia,  sends  n« 
the  acceptable  information  that  the  flower  represented  in 
the  lower  disc  of  the  old  Nova  Scotia  stamps,  that  you 
regretted  your  inability  to  Identify,  is  called  in  the  colony 
the  Mayflower.  It  grows  wild,  in  small  white  or  pink 
clusters,  and  yields  a  most  delicious  perfume.  We  wooM 
ask  if  it  ha>i  l>een  yet  naturalized  in  England,  and  what  is 
the  botanical  name } 

Uncertain,  Shrewsbury. — ^Your  large  green  oval  im- 
pression is  a  Vienna  newspaper  stamp,  employed  for  some 
oflicial,  but  we  imagine^  not  postal  purpose.  The  other 
is  eWdently  a  fictitious  Italian. 

TiMBRO-AMATOR,  I/'icester. — ^This  correspondent  in- 
fonus  us  that  the  ne>v  20  centesimi  of  Italy  corner  into 
use  on  the  first  of  May;  and  that  the  United  Stat« 
enveloiH?  impressions,  except  perhaps  the  2  cents  and  S 
cents,  will  be  shortly  disused. 

VrvE  VT  VIVA8.—  This  wTiter  complains  of  having  un- 
fortunately fallen  into  pomession  of  a  forg^  Cuban,  and 
points  out  sevi'rul  disen'pancies  by  which  it  may  be  dij»- 
tinguished,  asking  our  opinion  on  the  subject.  We  hare 
frequently  given  it  already ;  but  are  sorry  we  can  do  no 
more  than  exclaim  against  the  unblushing  effnintery  of 
the  Swiss,  German,  and  other  forgers  who  inundate  the 
market  with  their  monntrosities.  'ITie  safi^st  way  of 
avoiding  such  cheateries  is  never  to  purchase  but  of 
parties  who  have  a  charactiT  at  stake. 

B.  J.,  Uuddersfield. — Your  stAUin  is  epdentlv  a  hand- 
impression  employed  officially  in  tiie  Wiirtemoerg  port- 
oflices,  similar  in  choi'acter  to  those  on  returned  letters  or 
other  conniiunications  on  postal  service  emanating  from 
St.  Martin's-le-Grand. 

W.  H.  L.,  Crawley,  Sussex. — In  reply  to  your  query 
we  can  but  repeat  what  we  have  often  stat4-a,  that  the 
English  stamped  envelo|R'«  above  the  value  of  one  penny 
can  be  procun^  from  Somerset  house  alone,  and  that  bv 
special  application,  at  great  cost  of  time  and  trouble^  and 
payiuent  of  the  required  fee.  Thin  paper  not  being 
allowed  to  be  printed  upon,  they  are  virtually  of  no  use 
for  the  majority  of  foreign  correspondence ;  and  we  be- 
lieve that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  private  firms,  as 
Smith  k  Elder,  Stafford  Smith  &  Smith,  the  Home  Sewe^ 
&c.,  tlu'V  are  little  employed  but  to  ornament  the  pages  of 
timbrophilists'  albums. 

U.  J.,  Gravesend. — ^There  neither  is,  nor  ever  was,  a 
genuine  50  centimes  French. — We  regret  to  inform  you 
that  your  quartette  of  Pony  Express  stamps  are  gnws  un- 
postors.  'rhe  riHl  and  the  black  are  coarse  imitations  of 
the  genuine  impressions;  but  the  blue  and  the  broun 
have  not  even  that  slight  claim  to  notice. 

E.  C.  Hyde. — It  not  unfrequently  happt*ns  thatst«iup$ 
printed  in  two  colours,  and  oousequentlv  impressed  >»itb 
two  dies,  such  as  the  Sardinian,  &c.,  ana  in  the  instance 
of  your  own  s])ecimen — the  12  cuartoe  present  issue  rf 
Spain — have  part  of  the  impression  what  the  Irish  call, 
downside  up.  We  c^innot  appraise  it.  Such  a  monstro- 
sity is  eagerly  sought  for  by  some,  and  ignored  by  other 
coUeetors. — 'lliis  notice  will  perhaps  serve  as  an  adver- 
tisement, and  g»'t  you  an  offer  for  iU  purchase. 

N.  M.  M.,  Manchester  Street. — We  have  just  had  m 
opportunity  of  observing  an  individual  such  as  describwi 
by  vou  last  month ;  but  are  assured  on  unexceptionable 
authority,  that  it  never  emanated  from  the  Confederate 
government. 

J.  Burt. — The  stamp  engravings  in  Dr.  Gray's  new 
Catalogue  are  not  on  one  large  sheet.  They  are  acatleitsi 
throughout  the  work,  opposite  to  their  reqiective  countries. 
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NOTES  ON  THE  GERMAN  STAMPS. 

BY  OVERT  TAYLOR. 

The  G^man  stamps  are  old  acquaintances  of 
the  stamp  collector.  Next  to  the  French, 
they  are  the  easiest  to.be  obtained,  and  are 
conseqaently  amongst  his  earliest  acquisi- 
tions. Poor  indeed  must 
be  the  albom  which  does 
not  contain  a  fair  sprink- 
ling of  Wurtembnrg,  Ba- 
den, Bavaria,  &o.  In 
commenting  upon  the 
stamps  emanating  from 
those  and  the  other  states 
and  cities  comprised  in  the  Germanic  Con- 
federation, our  aim  will  be  to  unite  with  the 
already  existing  information  such  new  matter 
as  we  have  been  able  to  collect. 

Just  as  there  is  a  family  connection  be- 
tween the  numerous  German  princes,  so 
there  is  a  kind  of  relationship  between  the 
German  postage  labels.  There  are  similar- 
ities of  type,  colour,  value,  and  even  date  of 
issue,  which  are  not  presented  by  any  other 
group. 

The  first  country  to  issue  stamps  was 
Bararia,  which  came  out  with  the  well- 
known  1  kr.  black  in  June,  1849.  There 
are  two  varieties  of  this  stamp,  a  lithograph 
and  a  woodcut.  There  are  also  lithog^phed 
forgeries  of  the  woodcut,  and  a  photograph, 
now  seldom  met  with.  In  November  of  the 
same  year  the  3  kr.  blue  and  6  kr.  brown 
followed,  but  proofs  of  the  two  were  first 
printed  in  blue  and  rose  respectively.  A 
proof  exists  of  the  former  in  black  also,  by 
some  accredited  to  the  old,  and  by  others  to 
the  current  series.  In  1850  the  9  kr.  green 
was  issued,  and  the  1  kr.  black  gave  way  to 
the  same  value  in  rose.  The  18  kr.  yellow 
and  12  kr.  red  were  respectively  issued  in 
1854  and  1858.  Of  the  former  we  have  seen 
a  proof  in  rose,  and  a  German  authority 
catalogues,  though  doubtfully,  a  black  im- 
pression of  the  latter.  It  will  be  seen  by  the 
foregoing  dates  that  Mount  Brown  is  in  error 
in  giving  1851  as  the  date  of  the  whole 
issue.  The  present  series  commenced  busi- 
ness in  186^,  and  is  expected  to  retire  in 
November  next.  As  Bavaria  is  now  the 
only  country  having  a  separate  post,  which 


retains  the  figure  of  value  as  the  sole  central 
ornament  of  its  prepaying  stamps,  we  trust 
it  will,  after  the  example  of  its  neighbours, 
adopt  the  national  arms,  which  will  be  far 
preferable. 

The  *  instruction  stamps '  are  not  usually 
admitted  by  amateurs  in  this  country,  but 
we  have  seen  them  in  several  foreign  collec- 
tions, and  they  are  catalogued  by  Dr.  Gray* 
There  have  been  two  issues  of  these  stamps, 
as  well  as  of  their  orthodox  fellows.  The 
colours  of  the  old  issue  are — 1  kr.  grey,  3  kr. 
blue,  6  kr.  violet-broMm,  9  kr.  green,  12  kr. 
rose,  18  kr.  yellow ;  and  of  the  current  series 
are — 1  kr.  yellow,  3  kr.  rose,  6  kr.  blue,  9  kr. 
stone,  12  kr.  green,  18  kr.  red. 

The  once-rare  3  pf.  red  commenced  the 
issue  of  Saxon  stamps,  forestalling  the  set 
bearing  the  late  king's  head  by  more 
than  a  twelvemonth,  and  remained  Current 
until  the  issue  of  the  3  pf  arms  green, 
in  1854.  The  10  n.  gr.  envelope,  prciduced 
in  1856,  was  not  reprinted  in  1859,  like  the 
rest,  with  inscription  to  righ  t.  Mou u t  Brown 
catalogues  only  the  three  lower  values  as  so 
reprinted,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
5  n.  gr.  was  included.  It  is  found  in  two 
shades,  dark  violet  and  mauve — the  latter 
being  the  last  colour ;  and  there  are  spaces 
for  both  in  Moens*  album. 

*  Doctors  difier '  as  to  the  date  of  the  first 
issue  of  Thurn  and  Taxis  North  and  South. 
Mount  Brown  gives  the  year  1850,  whilst 
Levrault  gives  1850  for  the  South  and  1852 
for  the  North ;  but  the  complete  uniformity 
of  colour  between  the  stamps  of  both  divi- 
sions favours  the  belief  in  a  cotemporary 
emanation.  Moens,  who  appears  to  have 
paid  considerable  attention  to  dates  of  emis- 
sion, states  the  issue  of  both  to  have  been  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1852.  But  this  is,  we 
think,  a  mistake.  The  Deutsch-Oeetr  Post- 
vereiuy  or  *  German- Austrian  Postal  Union,' 
named  on  the  right-hand  side  of  all  the 
Thurn  and  Taxis  stamps,  doubtless  preceded 
their  issue.  This  Union  having  been  con- 
cluded, as  appears  by  the  inscription  on  the 
side  of  the  figure  Baden  and  Wurtembnrg, 
on  the  6th  of  April,  1850,  we  may  presume 
that  the  first  issue  took  place  some  time 
afterwards  in  the  same  year.  The  English 
manualist's  figures  will  therefore  be  correct. 
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The  designs  of  these  stamps  are  as  hand- 
some as  any  conM  be  in  which  the  numeral 
of  value  is  the  leading  feature.  Post- 
horns,  shields,  shells,  and  variously-patterned 
groundwork  contribute  to  beautify  them ; 
and  their  appearance  has  been  much  im- 
proved in  the  later  series  by  the  impres- 
sion of  the  dies  in  coloured  inks  on  white 
paper.  The  borders  of  the  lower  value 
stamps,  up  to  3  8.  gr.  in  the  North  and  9  kr. 
in  the  South,  are  alike,  only  the  background 
to  the  figure  in  each  varying  slightly ;  but 
the  5  and  10  s.  gr.  and  the  15  and  30  kr. 
respectively  difl'er  from  the  rest  not  only  in 
the  design  of  the  border,  but  also  in  having 
the  groundwork  behind  the  central  figure  in 
each  formed  of  a  mosaic  of  the  numeral  of 
value  repeated  in  minute  type.  In  the  5  s. 
gr.  the  figure  5  and  the  roman  v  are  multi- 
plied on  irregular  discs  formed  by  the  inter- 
lacing of  the  framework  at  the  back,  and  in 
like  manner,  mutatis  mutandis,  the  10  s.  gr.  In 
the  15  kr.  the  background  figure  15  is  placed 
within  hexagons,  and  the  roman  numerals  xv. 
in  the  centre  of  six-rayed  stars  between  them. 
The  30  kr.  resembles  the  15  kr.,  but,  as  the 
reader  will  see  by  the  engraving  given,  there 
was  not  sufficient  space  between  the  figures 
for  the  insertion  of  the  roman  letters. 

The  old  Baden  and  Wurtemburg  stamps 
resemble  each  other  closely,  bearing  as  they 
both  do  the  figure  in  centre,  the  same  in- 
scription in  the  border,  with  only  the  name 
of  issuing  state  changed,  and  being  both 
printed  on  coloured  paper.  In  the  old  Baden 
there  have  been  several  alterations  in  colour, 
the  3  kr.  having  been  respectively  on  yellow, 
green,  and  blue  paper;  the  reason  for  the 
latter  transition  being  that  the  colouring 
matter  of  the  green  paper  affected  the  gum 
on  the  back,  and  rendered  it  unadhesive. 
In  the  'arms*  series  there  have  also  been 
several  changes,  caused,  however,  principally 
by  the  general  revolution  in  colours  effected 
after  the  example  of  Prussia.  The  current 
series  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  pre- 
ceding one,  the  omission  of  the  lined  back- 
ground to  the  arms  being  very  advantageous. 
The  alteration  was  first  made  in  1862  in  the 
3  kr.,  when  that  stamp  was  issued  in  rose. 
The  18  kr.  and  30  kr.,  which  made  their 
appearance  at  the  same  time,  were  also  of 


the  new  type,  and  probably  the  auUiorities 
only  delayed  the  production  of  the  other 
values  in  the  same  until  the  old  stock  was 
exhausted.  The  old  9  kr.  brown  is  some-' 
times  to  be  met  with  of  a  light  greenish  tint, 
and  the  new  stamp  of  that  value  is  printed 
in  bistre,  not  brown. 

We  do  not  think  the  land-post  stamps  are 
obsolete.  Mount  Brown  stated  that  tbev 
were  nearly  two  years  since,  but  other  stamp 
authorities,  whose  works  have  subsequently 
appeared,  make  no  mention  of  such  being  the 
case  :  in  particular,  no  such  statement  is  made 
in  Levrault's  valuable  catalogue.  Had  these 
stimips  become  obsolete  at  the  time  named, 
they  would  have  been  in  use  only  a  few 
months,  and  must  by  this  time  have  become 
scarce ;  but  the  fact  is,  they  still  sell  at  the 
ordinary  prices. 

The  old  Wurtemburg  stamps  nuderweni 
no  change  of  colour.  Within  the  last  six 
months  the  entire  series  has  been  reprinted 
at  the  Stuttgart  office,  and  the  stamps  sold 
to  amateurs  at  their  facial  value.  In  the 
same  manner,  proofs  of  all  but  the  18  kr. 
have  been  produced  on  white,  green,  pnk, 
and  blue  paper,  and  sold  at  the  same  prices 
as  the  reprinted  stamps,  and  the  proceetls  of 
the  sale  of  both  stamps  aud  proofs  applied  to 
a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  superannuated  post 
officials.  The  reprint  18  kr.  is  on  violet- 
tinted  paper,  instead  of  neutral-coloured. 
The  1  kr,,  G  kr.,  and  9  kr.  of  the  pei'forated 
obsolete  set,  bearing  the  Wurtemburg  arms, 
are  printed  in  two  shades — light  and  dark, 
and  there  are  also  two  distinct  colours  of  the 
curi^ent  9  kr. 

The  Schleswigi-Holstein  stamps  came  out 
on  the  same  day  as  the  first  issue  of  Prussia, 
the  15th  of  November,  1850,  and  remained 
current  until  the  1st  of  February,  1851.  The 
discovery,  a  little  time  since,  of  several  sheets 
of  these  once- priceless  stamps  has  brought 
them  within  the  reach  of  every  collector  of 
ordinary  means.  Genuine  u.sed  specimens 
are,  however,  very  scarce.  We  have  never 
seen  one  ourselves,  but  there  are  plenty  of 
forged  copies  in  the  market,  emfmating  from 
the  well-known  Hamburg  manufacturers  of 
*  imitation  stamps.*  •The  obliterating  maiks 
on  such  copies  nearly  cover  the  design,  but 
the  absence  of  the  silk  thread  and  of  the 
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dark  cototuHog  in  tho  letters  of  the  inHcHp- 
tion  wbich  cross  ihe  eagle'ij  bond  and  dawn, 
are  Kan  tests  of  their  genaiDenesR.  In  the 
real  alamps  the  position  of  tho  thread  varies 
very  mach,  being  ah  of^en  on  the  right  or 
led  band  as  in  the  centre. 

There  are  two  varieties  of  the  Ilolstoiii 
U  «cb.,  issued  in  March,  lljlH— a  Oark  and 
a  L'ght  bine.  The  dark  bine  has  the  wavy 
Ibw  of  the  bnckgroniid  mnch  finer,  and  tlie 
bond  inclosing  the  cential  inscription  thinner 
and  better  drawn  than  in  the  light  bine. 
The  two  I's  in  schilling  in  the  dark  variety 
are  dotted,  in  the  light  thoy  arc  not.  There 
are  also  dots  between  the  letters  h.r.z.u.i.. 
and  F.H.M.  in  the  dark,  bnt  not  in  the  light 
bine.  The  outer  border  of  the  latter  is  also 
iDDch  thicker,  and  tho  lettering  of  the  in- 
srriptioncontainedinitlargerthonin  thednrk. 
BothvarietieB  hearths  letter  Pas  a  wateiniHrk 
iu  the  centre,  and  are  equally  genuine.  Tlie 
cnrrent  1|  sch.  also  has  the  letter  P  in  ihe 
centre  behind  the  figure,  bnt  it  is  not  a  water- 
mark. There  are  some  slight  difi'erences 
between  the  1\  and  4  ach.  Schleswig.  The 
word  SCHILLING  is  spelt  with  an  t:  at  the  end, 
in  the  4  and  without  in  the  1\,  and  the 
Egnres  in  the  latt«r  have  not  on  outer  hne 
rorronnding  them  as  has  the  4  seh. 

From  the  beginning  the  Brunswick  stamps 
have  been,  with  one  exception,  of  the  same 
nuvar^ing  type,  which,  however,  is  to  be 
abandoned  in  the  expected  issue.  I'his  isaue, 
if  it  be  reftlly  abont  to  bo  niade,  is  behind  its 
time.  Tho  ominous  1  at  of  April,  on  which  its 
appearance  was  promised,  has  long  passed  and 
yet  there  is  no  aign  of  the  over-due  novelties. 
The  essays  certainly  bad  a  far  more  genuine 
look  than  many  others.  They  seemed  to  be 
in  reality  '  trial  stamps  ' — prinl«ra'  proofs, — 
being  imj>reEsed  on  paper  with  scraps  of 
printing  on  the  back.  The  idea  of  issuing 
small  d  pf.  stamps  in  fours  appears  to  have 
been  taken  by  the  Bruuswickers  from  Meck- 
lenburg-Schwer  in,  aa  we  tind  that  in  \HM 
the  latter  emitted  its  well-known  diniiun- 
tives,  and  that  the  present  4-4ths  siipoi-aeded 
the  old  brown  ^  gr.  Brunswick  in  the  fol- 
lowing year.  The  Mecklenburg  j  scIih,  are, 
notwithstauding,  the  smallest  stumps  in  the 
world,  for  each  one  of  tho  four,  now  sur- 
rounded by  a  line  of  perforation,  is  quite 


separate  from  the  rest,  whilst  the  4-4ths  have 
a  common  external  border.  By  the  way,  all 
the  Brunswick  stampa  are  now  perforated, 
or  rather, — denticulated. 

The  stamps  of  the  two  Mecklenbnrga  pre- 
sent no  other  noticeable  features.  For  all 
necessary  information  concerning  the  Olden- 
burg and  Luxembonrg  stamps,  we  cannot  do 
better  than  refer  the  reader  to  Dr.  Viner'a 
able  papers  on  those  countries ;  and  concern- 
ing tho  Hanoverian  stamps,  to  Fentonia's 
article  in  the  last  number  of  this  magnxine. 
We  have  now  to  deal 

iwith  the  stamps  of  the 
Iree  cities.  We  append 
an  engravin<T  of  one  of 
the  stamps  of  Bergedorf, 
by  which  any  ouo  not 
already  acquainted  with 
tliem  will  perceive  their 
qnaint  character.  Tlie  cily,  l)eing  under  I  ho 
joint  protection  of  Hamburg  and  Lubeck, 
displays  the  arms  of  both ;  and  the  letters 
in  the  coruera  (as  the  readera  of  volume  ii, 
of  the  Stitmp-Coltector'a  Miujaziiii!  will  have 
already  leornt)  signify  '  Lubeck- Hamburg 
piist  odice.'  The  old  iasne,  comprising  the 
\  schilling  violet  and  '<i  schilling  rose  (black 
impressions  on  coloured  paper)  are  n()W  ex- 
tremely scarce,  owing  to  their  having  been 
in  use  only  from  the  1st  to  Uie  lOtli  of 
Nijvombor,  IBtil. 

Of  the  Bremen  stamps  there  are  two  kinds 
—those  inacribed  bsemen  or  fhasco-.mahke, 
for  general  use,  and  those  inscribed  (includ- 
ing tho  envelopes)  stadt  post  aut  dbehkm, 
for  local  postage  especially.  The  6  gr.  and 
7  gr.,  though  they  very  much  i-esemblo  each 
other,  and  are  generally  considei-od  to  be  of 
the  same  type,  differ  in  fact  snfliciontly  to 
show  that  the  two  are  not  from  the  Kamo 
die.  The  curved  ornament  separating  fu.ancci 
from  HABKb:  and  the  ornaments  at  the  four 
comers  are  different  iu  each  stamp,  and 
whibt  tlicre  are  four  jewels  in  tho  crown  on 
the  7  gr.  there  are  but  three  in  the  '6  gr. 
The  background  of  the  shield  in  the  7  gr.  is 
also  composed  o!'  liner  lines  than  that  iu  the 
3  gr.  A  1  gr.  stamp,  bearing  a  tigure  1  sur- 
rounded by  rays  and  surmounted  by  the 
Word  UMSATZSTKUKit  iu  the  centre,  and  with 
a  key  iu  small  cii-cle  in  the  middle  of  the 
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figure,  is  sometimes  admitted  by  young  col- 
lectors into  their  books  as  a  postage  stamp : 
in  reality  it  is  only  a  receipt  stamp. 

The  old  issue  of  Lubeck  has  been  the 
theme  of  much  admiration,  and  the  subject 
of  a  disreputable  and  very  fine  forgery.  The 
4  sch.  black  is  mentioned  by  Mouut  Brown 
as  a  proof,  but  a  well-known  stamp  authority 
has  stated  that  it  was  actually  in  use  for  a 
few  days,  and  was  then  withdrawn  to  make 
room  for  the  ordinary  green  stamp. 

We  have  lately  become  possessed  of  a 
doubtful  stamp,  circular  in  shape,  and  in- 
scribed STADT  POST  AMT  LUBECK.  Within  the 
circle  containing  this  inscription  is  the  Lu- 
beck shield,  and  beneath  it  a  bugle-horn. 
Our  copy  is  rather  indistinctly  printed  in 
black  on  white  paper.  The  word  lubeck  is 
spelt  without  an  E  after  the  u,  and  without 
the  two  dots  over  the  u  as  in  the  old  issue. 
Dr.  GJray  catalogues  it  without  remark,  but 
no  other  writer  includes  it  in  the  list  of  Lu- 
beck. It  appears  to  be  an  envelope,  and  if 
genuine  may  have  been  used  before  the  in- 
troduction o(  adhesives  for  local  postage. 

The  learned  doctor  also  gives  place  to  a 
mythical  Frankfort  journal  stamp,  bearing  a 
*  spread-eagle  on  white  disc  in  large  oval 
frame,  inscribed  frei  stadt  fbankfobt  in 
upper,  and  zeitung  stempel  in  lower  edge ; 
black  ink ;  dentated  adhesive  stamp.'  Trust- 
worthy information  respecting  this  stamp  is 
much  to  be  desired,  for  the  s^&mp-coUecting 
world  has  hitherto  received  no  further  en- 
lightenment concerning  it. 

The  Hamburg  state  stamps  adorn  the  albic 
page  on  which  they  rest  with  a  numerous 
array  of  castles  and  figures.  The  combina- 
tion thus  effected  of  the  numerical  and 
heraldic  styles  of  ornament  has  a  very  happy 
effect,  and  the  stamps  have  lately  been  im- 
proved by  perforation.  The  entire  issue  are 
easily  obtainable,  but  Lallier  has  given  space 
in  his  album  to  an  *  interpostal '  stamp,  all 
efforts  to  gain  which  have  been  fruitless,  and 
it  is  now  clearly  settled  that  it  has  no  exis- 
tence. What  however  appears  to  have  been 
so  christened  by  the  French  compiler  is  an 
oblong  stamp,  lately  sent  to  us  by  a  friend, 
— mentioned  by  Levrault  as  an  essay — en- 
graved in  1858,  a  year  before  the  first  emis- 
sion, and  containing  the  figure  1  in  centre 


on  castle,  sch"  on  each  side,  fr.  stadt  ham- 
bubo  above,  and  beneath  postmakke.  This 
design  is  printed  on  a  delicate  rose  ground, 
in  black  ink  on  white  paper,  and  surrounded 
by  a  wide  border.  An  engraving  of  this 
stamp  is  given  in  one  of  the  articles  on 
postage  stamps  in  Cassettes  Papery  as  one  of 
the  circulating  series.  Proofe  of  some  of  the 
individuals  comprised  in  that  series  have 
been  struck  off  in  several  colours,  in  parti- 
cular the  9  sch.  To  those  already  noticed 
by  Mount  Brown  we  may  here  add  \\  sch. 
Imwn,  blue,  and  4  sch.  mauve,  blue,  yellow, 
and  black.  The  variety  of  the  \  sch.  on 
brown  paper,  included  in  the  list  by  the  last- 
named  gentleman,  is  merely  an  Mnstmction' 
stamp,  impressed  on  wrappers  containing  a 
specified  number  of  the  stamps  in  question, 
and  the  1^  sch.  and  2\  sch.  black  ink  on  buff 
paper  are  impressions  for  the  like  purpose. 

The  local  Hamburg  *  boten'  have  b^n  the 
subject  of  much  controversy.  The  whole 
have  often  been  declared  unworthy  of  admis- 
sion into  albums,  and  not  without  cause. 
Stamps  bearing  the  names  of  four  persons 
have  been  issued,  viz.,  Hamer,  Scheerenbeck, 
Krantz,  and  Lafrenz.  Of  these  the  first  two 
alone  are  generally  considered  to  have  been  used 
for  postal  purposes.  A  German  correspondent 
states  in  the  magazine  that  they  were  issued 
by  a  company  of  merchants,  and  the  inscrip- 
tion on  the  figure,  Scheerenbeck's  vbriikigtb 
corpobationem,  in  some  degree,  bears  out  his 
assertion ;  but  he  further  remarks,  ^  Most  of 
these  stamps  are  tiot  used  for  paying  letters, 
and  it  is  a  well-grounded  suspicion  to  believe 
that  a  great  part  or  all  of  them  are  a  specu- 
lation on  stamp  collecting.'  The  truth  of 
his  supposition  appeal's  from  the  fact  that  all 
the  *  boten '  stamps  are  the  property  of  <»ie 
person,  Mr.  Scheerenbeck,  and  are  sold  in 
this  country  in  sets  at  prices  fiu*  beneath 
their  facial  value.  Moreover,  none  have  evw 
been  seen  postmarked,  or  with  any  sign  of 
their  ever  having  been  on  letters  or  parcels. 
The  Krantz  stamps  are  said  to  have  been 
mere  frauds,  and  the  Lafrenz  are  known  to 
have  been  the  work  of  clerks  more  enter- 
prising than  honest.  The  Lafrenz  series  are 
now  scarce,  but  the  Krantz  '  postman  *  sets 
are  obtainable  on  the  same  terms  as  the 
Scheerenbecks  and  Hamers.     The  Scbeeren- 
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beck  set  with  castle  are  obsolete.  Their 
maker  found  that  the  employment  of  the 
Hamburg  arms  for  a  private  speculation  was 
illegal,  and  in  consequence  brought  out  the 
'commissionaire'  series.  The  others,  how- 
ever, have  not  become  scarce  since  their 
snpercession. 

The  *  Van  Diemen*  stamps,  issued  last  year, 
have  this  guarantee  for  their  genuine  cha- 
racter, that  their  owner  is  the  agent  of  one 
of  the  largest  carrying  companies  in  the 
world,  and  therefore  not  likely  to  engrave 
stamps  merely  for  the  purpose  of  a  petty 
BpecQlation.  The  stamps  are  also  of  different 
values,  ranging  from  1  to  8  schillings.  They 
come  over  to  England  in  used  sets,  with  a 
postmark  of  dots  and  the  letters  CH.  v.  d.  in 
a  circle,  covering  the  entire  stamp  ;  but  the 
gam  on  the  back  of  every  such  postmarked 
stamp  that  we  have  seen  has  been  intact,  and 
without  any  indication  of  its  having  been 
stuck  to  a  letter,  so  it  seems  not  unlikely 
that  they  are  obliterated  for  the  purpose  of 
sale.  But  even  if  this  is  the  case,  it  would 
not  militate  against  the  belief  that  they  are 
bond  fide  stamps. 

We  must  now  bring  our  notes  to  a  close. 
The  stamps  of  Prussia  and  Austria,  although 
those  countries  are  comprised  in  the  Ger- 
manic Confederation,  are  hardly  fitting  for 
notice  in  the  present  paper,  and  we  therefore 
lay  down  our  pen, — equally  to  our  reader's 
delight  and  our  own. 

SKETCH  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  CAREER 
OF  DON  BERNARDINO  RIVADAVIA. 

From  Moens*  Stamp  Magazine. 
This  individual,  celebrated  in  South  America, 
will  indisputably  be  indebted  to  postage 
stamps  for  waiting  his  renown  across  the 
Atlantic,  and  establishing  it  in  Europe, 
whose  priority  of  birth  endows  it  with  the 
privilege  of  consecrating  reputations  and  de- 
creeing posthumous  honours.  Throughout 
the  Old  World  his  name  is  a  novelty,  for — 
with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  some  old 
diplomatist,  some  antiquated  minister  with 
whom  he  may  have  had  relations  during  the 
course  of  his  diplomatic  career  —  he  was 
cearly  unknown  to  the  European  public. 
Thanks  to  the  postage  stamps  that  the  grati- 
tude of  his  country  has  impressed  with  his 


likeness,  and  to  the  curiosity  that  they  neces- 
sarily aroused  respecting  the  acts  which  ob- 
tained him  that  distinction,  Don  Rivadavia, 
his  life  and  his  labours,  will  soon  be  more 
familiar  to  collectors  on  this  side  the  Atlantic, 
than  some  dozens  of  princes,  dukes,  and 
grand-dukes  of  the  Germanic  Confederation. 
The  summary  of  his  Kfe  which  we  are  about 
to  present  is  drawn  from  documents  yet  un- 
published in  Europe.  They  are  in  the  pos- 
session of  M.  NathaLis  Roudot,  of  the  Magasin 
Pittoresque,  to  whose  politeness  we  are  in- 
debted for  them. 

Don  Bernardino  Rivadavia,  son  of  a  dis- 
tinguished lawyer,  was  bom  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
May  20th,  1780.  He  was  educated  at  the 
college  of  San  Carlos.  In  1806  he  took  part 
in  the  defence  of  his  native  city,  when 
attacked  by  the  English,  and  contributed  to 
their  expulsion  from  the  country.  After 
having  remained  a  long  time  undecided  on 
the  choice  of  a  profession,  and  trying  by 
turns,  but  unsuccessfully,  law  and  commerce, 
he  plunged  soul  and  body  into  the  revolution 
of  the  25th  of  May,  1810,  when  the  Spanish 
colonies  began  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  the 
mother  country.  The  executive  Junta  named 
him  Secretary  of  War  and  Foreign  Affairs, 
in  September,  1811. 

He  had  found  his  fit  vocation :  active  and 
military  politics.  Revolutionary  periods  re- 
quire men  of  rapid  perception,  prompt  re- 
solution, and  Protean  ability.  It  is  only  in  a 
completely  organised  government  that  func- 
tions are  specially  defined.  None  could  have 
been  fitter  than  Rivadavia  to  render  services 
at  a  time,  when  one  domination  was  on  the 
point  of  &11,  and  its  successor  not  definitely 
constituted.  He  busied  himself  in  the 
formation  of  the  army,  repressed  the  emeuie 
of  the  patrician  battalion  on  the  6th  of  De- 
cember, 1811,  signed  the  abolition  of  the 
treaty  with  the  blacks  in  May,  1812,  and 
crushed  the  conspiracy  of  Algaza,  which 
broke  out  on  the  2nd  of  July,  in  the  same 
year.  These  active  services  did  not  prevent 
his  engaging  in  the  elections  at  Buemis 
Ayres  on  the  8th  of  October.  After  a  short 
period  of  comparative  repose,  he  was  en- 
trusted with  a  mission  to  Europe  in  January, 
1814,  by  Don  Gervacio  A.  de  Posadas,  the 
Constitutional  Director.      He  had   several 
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conferences  at  Madrid  with  Ferdinand  VII., 
but  it  may  be  easily  imagined  tbat  such  a 
prince,  who  never  professed  much  wish  for 
the  freedom  of  his  subjects,  would  negociate 
but  with  a  very  poor  grace  with  a  former 
subject,  whom  he  regarded  as  a  rebel :  he 
sent  him  Ins  passports,  with  orders  to  quit 
Spain  in  four  and  twenty  hours.  He  retired 
to  France,  and  thence  to  England.  On  the 
20th  of  October,  1817,  he  addressed  a  note 
to  Lord  Castlereagh,  protesting  against  tlie 
language  used  by  certain  members  of  tlie 
Congress  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  against  the 
construction  of  vessels  in  French  ports, 
under  the  auspices  of  Ferdinand  VII.,  for  the 
repression  of  the  revolt  of  his  American 
colonies. 

During  the  six  years  of  his  European 
mission,  he  applied  himself  to  the  study  of 
social  and  political  science,  and  in  travelling 
through  England,  France,  and  Italy. 

The  government  that  succeeded  the  Di- 
rectory, recalled  him  towai'ds  the  middle  of 
the  year  1820.  On  returning  to  his  native 
country,  he  was  named,  on  the  13th  of  June, 
1821,  prefect  of  the  department  of  studies 
preparatory  to  the  University,  a  function 
which  he  discharged  till  the  19th  of  July  only, 
on  which  date,  the  poHfolio  of  Foreign 
Affairs  was  entrusted  to  him. 

As  minister,  he  introduced  numerous  re- 
forms, especially  some  relative  to  the  emigra- 
tion of  European  families ;  the  creation  of  a 
copper  coinage;  the  establishment  of  archives; 
and,  finally,  his  most  glorious  achievement, 
the  abolition  of  slavery. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1821,  he  intro- 
duced a  general  amnesty  for  political  offences; 
on  the  13th  of  December,  he  forbade  inter- 
ment in  churches,  and  ordered  the  establish- 
ment of  cemeteries ;  on  the  14th,  signed  a 
decree  for  street  improvements ;  on  the  24th, 
established  justices  of  peace  in  the  towns  and 
villages;  and,  at  the  same  time,  organised 
the  police.  On  the  28th  of  December,  he 
completed  the  territorial  divisiou  of  the 
country. 

This  administrative  campaign  very  much 
resembles  that  of  the  First  Napoleon  at  Ulm  ; 
some  law,  and  that  an  important  change  for 
the  better,  every  day. 

From  tliat  epoch,  till  the  diiy  when  he  was 


appointed  President  of  the  Republic,  the 
8th  of  February,  1826,  he  signed  numerous 
decrees,  all  dictated  by  the  sagest  under- 
standing. Nothing  was  forgotten  which  could 
directly  or  indirt^ctly  affect  the  welfere  of 
his  country,  or  elevate  its  intellectual  scale: 
public  edifices,  agriculture,  instruction,  com- 
merce, and  treaties  with  foreign  powers. 
In  the  interval  of  these  reforms,  he  again  for 
a  short  time,  represented  his  country  in 
England :  and  it  was  on  his  return  home, 
that  he  atbiined  to  supreme  power.  From 
that  time  his  star  began  to  pale.  Daring  the 
course  of  his  administration,  he  had  con- 
trived to  put  an  end  to  many  abuses,  send 
to  the  right-about  many  incapables,  lop  off  a 
crowd  of  useless  branches  from  all  parts  of 
the  administration  ;  and  as  a  necessary  con- 
sequence, raise  up  a  host  of  envious  mal- 
contents. All  the  dispossessed  officials,  and 
otheis  who  fancied  themselves  injured, 
leagued  against  him,  and  for  a  time,  pre- 
cipitated the  country  anew  into  the  chaos 
whence  his  genius  had  extricated  it. 

All  this  was  passing  whilst  the  republic 
had  to  sustain  a  war  against  Brazil.  He 
managed,  nevertheless,  to  conclude  a  peace, 
and  then  resigned  that  power  which  never 
seems  so  heavy  as  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
know  how  to  bear  its  weight. 

His  public  career  was  terminated.  Afker 
some  travelling,  he  returned,  like  Cincin- 
natus,  to  his  home,  to  cultivate  his  lands, 
raise  his  silkworms,  and  nurse  his  bees.  But 
his  enemies  had  not  forgotten  him,  for  Don 
Manuel  Oribe,  then  President  of  the  Republic, 
exiled  him  in  1836,  with  seversil  other  Ar- 
gentine notabilities. 

He  set  off  for  Santa  Catahna,  thence  for 
Rio  Janeiro,  where  he  lost  bis  wife,  Dona 
Juana  del  Pino  ;  then,  for  the  last  time  in  his 
life,  traversed  the  ocean  and  came  to  Europe. 

His  travels,  the  labours  of  administration, 
and  the  vicissitudes  of  his  life,  had  under- 
mined his  health.  He  lingered  for  some 
years,  and  on  the  2nd  September,  1845,  the 
first  President  of  the  United  Provinces  of 
Rio  de  la  Plata  breathed  his  last  at  Cadis. 

It  was  not  till  1857  that  his  country 
recalled  his  memory ;  his  remains  were  ex- 
humeJ,  and  sent  to  Buenos  Ayres;  and  on 
the  1st  of  January,  18*>3,  in  grateful  remem- 
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brances  of  his  services,  it  was  resolved  to 
perpetuate  his  features  on  the  postage  stamps 
then  projected.  We  may  take  occasion  to 
remark,  that  illustrioas  men  are  better  treated 
in  our  days  than  formerly :  the  shade  of  Don 
Bernardino  Bivadavia,  as  the  ancients  would 
say,  waited  eighteen  years  only  for  reparation, 
while  the  pedestal  is  still  minus  the  statue, 
only  six  months  since  decreed  by  Spain  to 
Christopher  Columbus ! 

THE  PERUVIAN  STAMPS. 

BY   rENTONU. 

*  Those  puzzling  Peruvian  varieties ! '  ex- 
claims the  wise  man  of  Warwickshire,  when 
commenting  on  the  catalogued  arrangement 
of  the  wise  man  of  Cheapside.*  They  are 
puzzling;  there  is  no  question  of  that;  so 
different  and  yet  so  alike.  Still  it  is  quite 
possible  to  classify  them,  so  that  even  the  most 
ordinary  capacity  may 'easily  understand 
them.  Having  recently  had  several  oppor- 
tunities of  inspecting  between  three  and  four 
hundred  specimens  of  Peruvian  stamps,  we 
are  in  a  position,  if  not  to  become  an  author- 
ity, at  least  to  form  an  opinion,  and  to  give 
an  accurate  description  of  them,  founded 
both  on  experience  and  observation. 

We  were  rather  amused  the  other  day,  when 
making  some  purchases  at  a  stamp  dep6t,  by  a 
lady  who  entered  the  shop  and  asked  for  a 
Lima  stamp  to  add  to  her  collection.  In 
vain  the  courteous  tradesman  assured  her, 
that,  though  he  had  a  large  variety  in  stock, 
there  was  no  such  stamp  mentioned  in  any 
catalogue ;  in  fact,  he  did  not  think  Lima 
used  any  postage  stamps;  would  not  some 
other  do  as  well  ?  But  she  was  firm  in  her 
determination  to  obtain  a  Lima  stamp,,  and 
though  subsequently  she  saw  several  Peru- 
vian stamps,  in  looking  over  various  sheets 
placed  before  her,  yet  the  geographical  con- 
nection between  Lima  and  Peru  did  not 
seem  to  strike  either  party,  neither  had  we 
the  good  nature  to  enlighten  them.  So 
much  for  the  boasted  education  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  nineteenth  century  ! 

We  are  not  going  to  venture  upon  a 
definition  of  the  exact  boundaries  of  the 
modem  republics  of  Peru,  Bolivia,  and  the 

♦  See  Stamp- CoUcetcr'i  KevUiCy  voL  ii.,  pp.  26  and  74 


Equator  (Ecuador),  the  two  former  of  which 
formed  part  of  old  Peru,  when  forty  years 
since  it  was  a  Spanish  colony;  but  for 
the  satisfaction  of  the  lady  who  was  in 
search  of  the  Lima  stamp,  and  who  probably 
has  not  yet  found  one,  we  might  as  well 
mention  that  the  province  of  Lima  is  still 
included  in  the  present  republic  of  Peru  ;  or, 
as  it  was  styled  at  the  time  of  separation, 
and  perhaps  still  is,  Estado  Sud  Peruatw, 

Premising  the  fact,  patent  to  the  most 
casual  observer,  that  all  Peruvian  stamps 
are  square,  and  that  each  issue  has  but  two 
values,  un  dinero  and  una  peseta,  except  the 
third,  which  has  a  medio  peso, — we  proceed 
to  say  that  in  our  own  album  we  divide 
them  so  as  to  reckon  seven  dififerent  issues, 
which  we  shall  endeavour  minutely  to  de- 
scribe in  chronological  order. 

We  have  no  means  of  positively  ascertain- 
ing  their   respective    dates    of   issue,    our 
assumptions  being  almost  exclusively  derived 
from  postmarks,  and  therefore  can  bQ  con- 
sidered only  as  approximating  towards  truth. 
1. — 1856.    1  dinero  pale-blue,  1  peseta  red. 
The  earliest  postmark  which  we  have  met 
with,  and  that  somewhat  difficult  to  decipher, 
is  1856.     These  and  all  succeeding  stamps 
have  the  same  armorial  bearings  which  are 
said  to  be  the  present  arms  of  Peru.     They 
ocQupy  the  sinister  side  of  the  shield  only 
in  Lallier's  Album,  the  dexter  containing  the 
original  bearings  as  chosen  at  the  time  when 
Peru  threw  off  the  Spanish  yoke.     Of  the 
original  supporters,  the  llama  and  the  condor 
eagle,  the  one  has  stepped  into  the  shield,  the 
other  seems  to  have  been  handed  over  to  the 
neighbouring  republic  of  the  Equator.     The 
inscription  is  between  a  double  lined  frame, 
POBTE-FBANCO   abovo,   and  value  beneath,  in 
upright  letters,  cobreos  on  each  side  in  slant- 
ing letters,  on  white  paper.    There  has  never 
been  any  variation  in  the  white  paper  up  to  the 
present  time.  Shield  surmounted  by  a  chaplet 
slightly  open  at  top,  and  enclosed  in  a  circle, 
which  circle  has  in  the  blue  stamp  an  inner 
line  of  fine  ohloiig  dots ;  in  the  red  an  inner 
line  of  fine  trlanguLar  dioiM;  the  corners  being 
filled  up  by  a  fine  wavy  perpendicular  pattern. 
In  the  blue,  the  shield  is  almost  surrounded 
by  a  chaplet  (a  wreath  we  should  say,  only 
it  is  not  heraldic  as  applied  to  leaves),  whicn 
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is  a  larger  reprodnction  of  that  which,  though 
it  occapies  the  place  of  one,  we  can  scarcely 
call  a  crest.  In  the  red,  the  shield  has  two 
flags  on  each  side,  the  lower  and  largest  being 
even  with  the  middle  line  of  the  shield;  the 
npper  heing  very  small, 
and  proceeding  from  the     I  H 

highest    cemer     of    the     I  I 

shield.      In  the  blue  di-     R  I 

nero,  and  in  the  red  pe-     i  H 

Beta — of  which  we  annex     R  B 

an  engraving — the  llama,     I  H 

field  arare,  in  standing 
with  along  girafie-like  neck,  its  nose  touch- 
ing the  bonndary  line ;  the  plaintain  tree, 
field  argent,  touches  the  top  of  the  shield ; 
and  the  cornucopia,  J^U  fful-et,  is  thick  and 
shapeless.     Xiett«rs  large. 

2.— 1858.  These  do  not  differ  from  No. 
1,  except  the  spaces  between  the  double  lines 
and  in  the  comers,  being  white  or  nearly 
so.  A  magnifying  glass  will,  however,  gene- 
rally disclose  the  faint  remains  of  No.  1 
pattern.  Some  may  perhaps  cavil  at  calling 
this  a  separate  issne,  as  it  was  doubtless  pro- 
duced ftom  the  worn-out  dies  of  the  former 
one,  still  as  it  did  not  appear  till  the  first 
was  exhausted,  we  think  it  more  correct  to 
do  BO.  The  stamps  of  the  first  and  second 
issue  are  about  the  twentieth  part  of  an  inch 
larger  than  any  of  the  succeeding  ones.    . 

3. — 1659.  We  have  seen  a  specimen  dated 
Aug.  1858,  but  we  do  not  fancy  they  were  in 
general  circulation  till  the  following  year,  as 
No.  2  issue  is  constantly  found  bearing 
the  same  date.  The  letters  are  smaller,  but 
still  between  double  lines.  The  llama's  neck 
is  shorter,  and  its  head  thrown  back,  while 
its  tail  touches  the  shield.  Dots  inside  circle 
of  diuero  roitnd  iuBtead  of  oblong,  and  the 
plantain  does  not  tench  the  top  of  the  shield. 
To  this  issue  belongs  the  m^o  peso,  now 
become  so  rare  as  to  cause  those  who  have 
never  seen  one  to  doubt  whether  it  ever  ex- 
isted. But  there  are  too  many  postmarked 
specimens  still  in  preservation  to  admit  of  a 
reasonable  doubt  in  the  minds  of  their  fortu- 
nate possessors.  They  are  generally  yellow, 
but  we  have  seen  one  postmarked  specimen 
The  medio  peso  resembles  its  coin- 


red. 


panions  of  this  issue,  with  trifling  exceptions. 
It  has  the  chafdet  aa  well  as  the  flags  j  the 


one  resting  on  the  other,  the  lower  flags  being 
placed  higher-up  so  as  ta  receive  the  whole 
of  the  chaplet.  The  lettering  stands  thus, 
PORTB  FRANCO  above,  cobrkos  below,  in  upright 
letters;  HEDio  Pi::so  to  the  left,  and  650 
CRNTiHOs  to  the  right,  in  slanting  letten. 
Dr.  Gray  says  60  centavos;  perhaps  he 
means  that  b  equivalent  to  a  half  peso.* 

4.— 1860.  Theleadingfeatureofthisissue 
is  the  cornucopia  on  fi  field  argunt,  or,  as  it  is 
commonly  called,  on  a  white  ground.  This 
was  evidently  a  mistake  of  the  engraver, 
issued  probably  towards  the  close  uf  the  year 
and  amended  within  a  few  months.  The  blue 
seems  scarcely  to  have  got  into  circalatioa 
before  it  was  set  right,  so  rarely  is  it  met 
with ;  hut  the  red  seems  to  have  been  taken 
off  in  large  numbers  before  the  mistake  was 
discovered.  We  have  even  met  with  two 
stray  ones  dated  as  late  as  Deo.,  1861,  and 
Jan.,  1862.  Our  idea  that  but  few  of  the 
blue  were  taken  (iff,  is  confirmed  by  onr 
having  a  red,  with  cornucopia  on  white,  side 
by  side  with  a  blue  of  the  new,  or  mostgene- 
rallyknown  issue,  dated  March  26, 1861.  The 
lettering  of  this  No.  4  issue  now  becomea 
lai^r,  the  ground  instead  of  heing  wavy, 
becomes  a  decided  zigzag.  The  frume  is  of 
single  lines ;  the  llama  having  in  one  case  hit 
his  head  against  his  enclosure,  and  in  another 
hit  his  tail,  now  appears  comfortably  in  die 
middle  of  his  allotted  space,  and  is  seen 
attempting  to  walk.  The  cornucopia  also 
assumes  a  more  gracefnl  curve. 

5. — 1861.  We  now  come  to  the  Peruvian 
stamps  generally  seen  in  collections,  which 
must  have  had  at  least  a  two  years'  existence, 
else  they  could  not  have  been  so  common — 
say  from  the  beginning  of  1861,  to  the  end 
of  1862;  the  latest  date  we  have  met  with,  is 
Dea,  1862.  They  are  apparently  from  the 
same  die  as  the  cornucopia  on  white,  the  only 
difference  being,  that  the  white  space  is  filled 
in  gvht,  tJierofore  they  need  no  further 
description. 

6.— 1862.  The  characteristic  of  this  ^pe 
is  the  white  flag  in  the  red  stunp,  and  the 
disunited  sigzag  of  tbe  comer  pattern  in  the 

•  [The  numeral  on  our  yellow  PeniTian,  which  nuy  be 
intended  tor  a  S,  looki  more  like  a  6;  but  we  will  Tcntm 
to  luggut  Iliat  it  i*  neither,  but  the  letter  o  vilb  u 
Hccent  1  (he  purport  of  which  would  nignify  theltgnid  ts 
be — DiediD  pe«a,  b   '"  ""~*^ '^  ^ 
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bine  stAinp.  It  seems  to  have  had  bat  a 
short  life,  and  is  macb  lees  common  than 
No.  5  issne. 

7.— 1863.  We  now  come  to  the  type  in 
current  nee,  having  the  arms  embossed  on 
white,  the  cfaaplet  crest  joined  at  top,  the 
comacopia  remarkably  ngly  and  nenrly  topsy 
turvey.  The  lettering  is  somewhat  diSb- 
rently  arranged.  The  one  dinero  is  pinlc, 
the  one  peseta  is  brown ;  of  both  valnes 
there  are  two  shades.  We  bave  recently 
met  with  a  one  peseta  stamped  with  smaller 
ehield,  which,  nuless  it  be  a  forgery  (and  we 
have  never  heard  that  any  of  the  Peruvian 
stamps  bave  been  forged),  may  be  considered 
a  vu^ety. 

Bat  what  shall  we  say  to  the  postmarks  ? 
Tliey  are  puzzling  indeed,  and  three  or  four 
seem  to  be  used  arbitrarily  by  the  same 
town.  We  know  of  seven  different  ones,  of 
which  only  the  square  found  on  the  earliest 
stamps,  but  not  later  than  No.  £  issue,  seems 
to  have  become  obsolete. 

There  are  few  of  the  commercial  world 
vko  bave  not  friends  or  correspondents  in 
Peru ;  while  to  the  literary  world  it  must 
ever  be  known  through  Prescott'a  elaborate 
History  of  the  Conquest  of  Peru.  To  the 
play-going  world,  Pissarro  possesses  thrilling 
interest ;  and  to  the  Frencli  student  is  gene- 
rally familiar  the  fall  of  the  Incas,  wbo,  like 
the  Ceesars,  were  twelve  in  succession,  and 
tbea  gave  way  to  revolutionary  change. 


MEWLY-ISSTTED  OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
This  present  year  of  grace  bas  been,  and 
bids  fair  to  continue,  fertile  in  postage 
novelties.  Besides  the  complete  series  already 
described,  such  as  those  of  Moldo-Wallachia, 
Turkey,  &c.,  and  gradoal  additions,  as  the 
3  pfennige  of  Prussia,  Ac.,  new  sets  for  the 
United  States,  Prince  Edward  laland,  and 
other  localities  are  said  to  be  in  course  of 
preparation ;  though  we  can  offer  but  a 
meagre  assortment  of  really  new  impressions 
in  tbis  number,  and  must  content  ourselves 
and  our  readers  with  the  mention  of  some 
trifling  variations  in  colonr,  one  or  two 
locals,  and  some  rare  essays  not  previously 
noticed  in  our  magazine. 


Our  solitary  engraving  represents  a  local 
stamp  for  Montreal.  It 
was  alluded  to  in  the  cor- 
respondence of  our  number 
for  April,  and  its  genuine 
character  is  confirmed  by 
a  letter  received  direct 
from  a  trustworthy  party 
in  its  native  city.  We 
confess  we  cannot  under- 
stand why  the  pricesbould  be  so  comparatively 
high  for  a  stamp  apparently  destined  for  mere 
local  dnty,  but  suppose  Canada  continues  in 
the  same  state  of  destitution  of  loc^  govern- 
ment post  office,  as  was  formerly  the  case  in 
the  United  States.  The  portrait  sufficiently 
describes  the  stamp  in  question,  which  is 
neatly  designed  and  executed,  perforated, 
and  impressed  bine  on  white. 

The  small  |  schilling  of  Mecklenberg- 
Schwerin  is  now  greatly  improved  in  effect 
by  the  substitution  of  a  uniform  white  in 
ticD  of  the  former  dotted  ground.  The  four 
annas  India,  of  which  a  few  specimens,  printed 
in  green  instead  of  dirty  black  as  previously, 
have  figured  for  some  few  months  in  the 
choicest  collections,  has  now  totally  super- 
seded its  unprepossessing  predecessor,  and 
the  two  annas  is  straw  coloured.  It  is 
probable  that  the  other  values  are  or  will  be 
likewise  modified  in  tint. 

We  bave  before  us  a  hatch  of  proofs  and 
essays,  some  of  which  evince  more  than 
the  average  amount  of  skill  ezerted  in  their 
production.  The  most  noticeable  for  beauty 
of  design  and  exquisite  execution  are  proofs 
on  thin  cardboard  of  the  proposed  stamp  for 
Bolivia.  The  cut  given  in  our  number  for 
April  gives  but  a  poor  idea  of  these  choice 
specimens  of  the  engraver's  art. 

A  series  of  stamps  proposed  in  1864  for 
the  small  republic  of  San  Marino,  before 
the  postal  convention  concluded  with  the 
kingdom  of  Italy,  is  neatly  printed  in  five 
different  colours  on  a  white  ground :  green, 
rose,  brown,  blue,  and  black.  A  circular 
centre  contains  three  mountain  peaks  topped 
by  turrets,  each  of  which  is  surmounted  by  a 
smaller,  and  that  again  by  the  semblance  of 
an  ostrich's  feather  much  exceeding  itself  in 
dimensions,  but  which,  it  is  just  possible, 
may  be  intended  for  smoke.     A  small  square 
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at  each  angle,  and  a  band  above  and  below 
the  central  circle  are  left  blank  for  the 
insertion  of  name  and  vidae.  The  rest  of  the 
field  is  filled  in  with  ornamental  scroll 
work.  Some  of  these  essays,  moreover,  are 
devoid  of  the  device  in  the  centre.  They 
bear  the  same  engraver's  initials  as  the 
Bolivians  described  above,  as  does  also  a  set 
for  Moldo-Wallachia  of  equal  number,  and 
impressed  in  similar  hues.  A  much  rounded 
central  oval  contains  a  spread  eagle,  look- 
ing to  the  right,  with  a  cross  in  his  mouth. 
Above  his  head  is  a  small  crown,  and  beneath 
his  feet  a  posthom.  The  urns  of  Tacitus 
and  Gassar,  with  a  star  on  his  brow,  by  some 
queer  legerdemain,  hangs  on  the  bird's 
breast.  Bands  on  the  top,  bottom,  and  each 
side  of  the  stamp  are  left  blank  for  the  name, 
&c, ;  and  the  outline  of  a  leaf  at  each  comer 
is  evidently  intended  to  hold  a  numeral  for 
the  value.  This  is  a  novel  and  tasteiul  idea. 
These  impressions  are  incomparably  superior 
to  the  accepted  current  issue,  but  we  suppose 
the  designer  was  destitute  of  the  necessary 
friend  at  court. 

We  have  also  the  essays  for  Brunswick, 
one  of  which  was  figured  in  our  February 
number,  and  there  reported  as  coming  out 
on  the  l«t  of  April.  For  that  date,  we  are 
given  to  understand,  must  be  substituted  the 
1st  of  August.  They  are  imprinted  on 
white,  grey,  green,  and  buff  paper,  the 
device  itself  being  in  relief  on  a  black  ground. 
We  may  next  notice  proofs  of  the  6  pfennige 
Prussians  in  pale  and  deep  yellow,  and  slate- 
colour,  and  of  the  8  silbergroschen  in  gold ; 
and  conclude  by  mentioning  the  original 
essays  on  cardboard,  offered  for  the  adoption 
of  the  Sardinian  government.  They  are 
fac-similes  of  the  earliest  issue,  blue  and  red 
as  adopted,  but  instead  of  the  black 
there  is  a  green  impression  ;  neither  are 
the  values  in  accordance  with  those  ulti- 
mately employed. 

A  correspondent  describes  what  she  states 
to  be  a  local  Swiss,  and  in  present  use.  It 
is  a  small  square,  not  perforated,  and  printed 
in  green,  red,  &c.,  on  white  according  to 
numerical  value.  At  the  top  and  bottom  is  a 
railway  train;  on  one  side  jura,  on  the 
other  INDUSTRIBL ;  figure  in  a  central  circle. 
From  the  description,  we  should  not  take  it 


for  a  postal  emission,  but  should  like  furth^ 
information  from  a  qualified  party 

Another  correspondent  calls  our  attention 
to  a  variety  of  the  fourpenny  English, 
carmine  on  blue  paper.  The  watermark 
representing  the  garter  is  one-third  smaller 
than  that  of  the  stamps  of  the  same  value 
in  present  use,  and  the  paper  is  glazed,  and 
a  trifle  thicker.  He  had  -identified  some 
individuals  of  this  description  from  a  hoard 
of  some  thousands  of  old  English,  and  lately 
saw  one  on  a  letter  that  passed  the  post,  Oct 
20,  1856.  Our  readers  may  remember  an 
article  by,  we  may  venture  to  call  him,  the 
prince  of  British  timbrophilists,  in  whidi  he 
denies,  on  official  authority,  the  existence  of 
uiy  of  our  stamps  on  blue  paper.  The  indi- 
viduals under  consideration  may  consequently 
be  under  a  fit  of  the  blues  from  the  effects  of 
climate  or  other  deleterious  agei^cy.  Again 
we  court  information. 

New  specimens  of  Mr.  Hussey's  ingenuity 
have  just  reached  us.  This  gentleman's 
name  is  well  known  to  the  timbrophilic 
world,  and  he  may  perhaps  be  designated 
the  postal  Bamum.  The  Stamp-CMUdor't 
Record  for  last  month  says  the  design  is 
copyright.  We  observe  three  variations  in 
pattern.  One  bears  simply  the  representa- 
tion of  a  clock's  fBce  without  hands,  Tims 
POSTED  above.  These  are  printed  black  on 
white,  pale  blue,  and  yellow.  Others,  besides 
the  clock  and  upper  legend,  have  day  and 
MONTH  below,  and  a  circumscription  (is  there 
such  a  word?)   in  small   letters,   bntered 

ACCORDING  TO  ACT  OF  CONGRESS,  IN  TUB  TEAB 
1865,  BY  GEO.  HUSSEY,  IN  THE  CLERK's  OPFICB 
OP  THE  DISTRICT  COURT  OP  THE  UNFTED  STATES 
POR    THE    SOUTHERN     DISTRICT    OF    MEW    TOKK. 

These  we  have  seen  both  blue  and  black  on 
white.  The  third  variety  is  like  the  first, 
but  with  HUSSEY*s  POST  below  and  50,  w"*  s*^ 
between  it  and  the  dial.  All  are  perforated, 
or,  as  it  should  rather  be,  'denticulated.* 
Two  strokes  of  the  pen  or  pencil,  made  hf 
the  sender  of  the  message,  shows  the  reci- 
pient how  long  the  despatch  has  ti^en  to 
reach  its  destination. 

The  same  authority  mentions  a  6  c.  enve- 
lope for  the  United  States,  similar  in  other 
respects  to  those  issued  with  larger  fignrcfl 
in  October  last  ;    and  also  all  odes  to  tbe 
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stamp  which  has  been  in  use  several  years, 
bat  (according  to  him)  remains  unchronicled. 
However  that  may  be,  it  is  well  known  to 
English  collectors ;  consisting  of  the  U.  S. 
3  cents  envelope,  with,  an  oblong  printed 
either  in  red  or  black,  betiring  the  words 

PilD,  WELLS,  FARGO,  &  CO.,  OVER  OUR  CALIFOR- 
NIA ROUTES,  if  we  may  credit  the  testimony 
of  our  own  eyes  looking  at  the  specimen 
before  us ;  or,  '  through  our  California  and 
ATLANTIC  EXPRESS,'  vide  the  letterpress  of  the 
Albany  magazine.  There  are  most  probably 
both  varieties  in  issue. 

.  The  3  schilling  blue  of  Hamburg  now 
figures  in  a  much  more  celestial  hue.  A 
French  magazine  describes  a  change  for  the 
worse  in  the  50  baj.  of  Rome.  It  is  just 
possible  it  may  be  a  forgery.  Another 
Parisian  authority  announces  the  perforation 
of  the  19  cuartos  existing  Spanish,  also  the 
discovery  of  the  second  series  of  Wurtem- 
bergs  with  a  thread  in  the  paper,  a  new  issue 
for  Moldo-Wallaohia,  and  a  contemplated 
change  in  the  stamps  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 
The  latest  mail  from  Victoria  is  in  time 
to  redeem  our  present  number  from  the 
charge  of  absolute  destitution  of  real  novelty, 
presenting  us  with  a  hitherto  unrepresented 
value  for  that  colony,  in  the  shape  of  an 
eightpenny  orange,  same  as  the  current 
penny,  twopenny,  and  fourpenny.  We  shall 
gladly  hail  a  sixpenny  and  shilling  of  the 
same  design. 

THE  CONNELL  STAMP. 
New  Brunswick  has  the  honour  of  having 
produced  the  rarest  stamp  in  the  world,  viz.  : 
the  'Connell,*  as  it  is  universally  called. 
Now  this  stamp  is  not  an  essay  in  any  sense 
of  that  much-abused  word  ;  the  circum- 
stances are  as  follows  j  in  the  year  1861,  the 
Hon.  Charles  Connell,  a  gentleman  renowned 
alike  for  bis  integrity,  genius,  and  bene- 
volence, was  the  Postmaster-Greneral  of  the 
province  of  New  Brunswick.  Soon  after 
entering  on  his  official  duties,  Mr.  Connell 
discovered  that  the  postage  stamps  of  the 
province  were  susceptible  of  improvement, 
and  to  that  end,  employed  the  ^unous 
American  Bank  Note  Company,  to  execute  a 
^t  of  stamps  in  lieu  of  the  labels  hitherto 
nsed.      Mr.  Connell  furnished  the  designs. 


the  idea  of  which  was  certainly  original,  and 
which  speaks  for  the  excellent  taste  of  that 
gentleman  to  the  present  day ;  for  the  stamps 
of  New  Brunswick  are  unsurpassed  in  point 
of  elegance  and  neatness  by  any  stamps  in 
Christendom.  Mr.  ConneU's  idea  was  the 
sensible  one  of  putting  a  dififerent;  design  on 
each  stamp,  and  to  that  end,  a  steam  engine 
on  the  1  c,  a  head  of  Her  Majesty  of  England 
on  the  lOc,  a  steamboat  (indicating  European 
postage)  on  the  12|  cents,  a  portrait  of 
the  possible  future  monarch  of  England  on 
the  17  cents,  and  his  own  portrait  on  the 
5  cents. 

The  stamps  arrived,  and  were  issued  to  the 
public,  but,  alas !  unfortunate  Mr.  Connell 
had,  in  the  eyes  of  Her  Majesty's  lieges  of 
New  Brunswick,  committed  a  frightful  crime. 
That  he,  a  mortal  created  man,  a  descendant 
of  Adam  and  Eve,  should  dare  to  engrave 
his  honest  countenance  on  a  similar  piece  of 
paper  to  that  on  which  the  majesty  of  that 
broad  domain,  on  which  the  sun  never  sets, 
was  depicted!  It  was  monstrous,  it  was 
outrageous,  it  was  frightful,  it  was  treason- 
able !  A  mass-meeting,  presided  over  by  a 
political  opponent  of  Mr.  Connell,  was  instantly 
called,  to  express  its  horror  at  the  dreadful 
deed,  and  it  was  resolved  to  request  Mr. 
Connell  to  resign ;  but,  long  ere  the  fumes 
of  the  whisky  consumed  on  the  eventful 
night  of  that  mass-meeting  had  evaporated, 
Mr.  Connell  had  dashed  the  reins  of  the 
post-office  department  back  in  the  face  of 
the  Governor,  and  retired,  at  once  and  for 
ever,  from  the  political  arena. 

The  stamp  was  only  used  for  one  day, 
and  a  number  having  passed  through  the 
post-office,  it,  therefore,  could  not  be  an 
essay.  —  Stamp'Collector^s  Record  (Albany^ 
N.Y.) 

TO   WHICH  COUNTRY  DO  THE 
WENDEN  STAMPS  BELONG? 

*■  One  simplo  fact  is  worth  a  huodred  conjectures ;  for 
in  the  absence  of  fact,  what  mad  pranks  are  sometimes 
committed  by  the  moat  sober  writers.* — T.  F.  Dibdin. 

The  two  papers  which  appeared  in  our  April 
magazine,  setting  forth  different  hypotheses 
with  regard  to  these  stamps,  have  elicited  an 
answer  from  our  German  contemporary. 
Das  Mivjazin  filr  BriefmarJcen  Sammler,  which 
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confirms  our  preconceived  notions,  freqtiently 
expressed  respecting  these  disputed  stamps. 

The  writer  having  praised  Dr.  Viner — 
whose  views  agree  with  his  own— as  not 
onlj  a  zealous  collector  but  also  a  learned 
man,  waxes  somewhat  irate  with  Fentonia 
for  having  ventured  to  call  him  *  more  hasty 
than  wise/  and  returns  the  compliment  by 
characterising  his  opinion  as  both  *'  weak  and 
untenable.'  He  is  also  most  indignant  at 
being  supposed  so  ignorant  of  his  native 
country  as  to  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
a  gazetteer.  (Query,  if  zeUungs  lexikotij  lite- 
rally a  'gazette  dictionary,*  be  a  correct 
rendering  of  our  English  word  gazetteer^  when 
it  means  a  *  geographical  dictionary.') 

The  writer  goes  on  to  say  that  he  received 
his  Wenden  stamps  direct  from  two  corres- 

Sondents  at  St.  Petersburg,  who  both  assured 
im  that  these  stamps  were  destined  for 
the  Livonian  Wenden;  that  their  value  is 
reckoned  in  Russian  coin,  which  is  current 
in  that  province  (he  might  as  well  have  told 
us  its  amount) ;  that  the  Wenden  district,  as 
also  the  Livonian  capital,  Riga,  is  almost 
exclusively  inhabited  by  QiBrmans,  hence  the 
inscription  being  in  German ;  but  that  if 
these  stamps  had  originated  in  Mecklenburg 
he  should  surely  have  received  some  from 
thence.  He  frirther  politely  adds  that  Fen- 
tonia's  account  of  the  Lusatian-Wendish 
literature  is  wholly  false,  but  he  does  not 
tell  us  what  it  should  be.  The  main  point 
in  dispute,  however,  seems  cleared  up ;  and 
the  resemblance  in  shape  between  the  Rus- 
sian and  Wenden  stamps  rather  favours  this 
conclusion  than  otherwise. 

DATES  OF  THE  ISSUE  OF  ENGLISH 
POSTAGE  STAMPS. 

Pearson  Hill,  Esq.,  of  the  General  Post- 
Office,  London,  has  kindly  furnished  us  with 
the  following  table  of  dates  of  the  issue  of 
English  stamps,  upon  the  entire  accuracy  of 
which  our  readers  may  rely. 

PRINTED  STAMPS. 

Penny  labels,  black    .  .  6th  May,  1840. 

Ditto,  red           .         .  .  Jwiuary,  1841. 

Ditto,  red,  with  letters  at 

the  four  comers  .  June,  1864. 


Twopenny  labels,  with  let- 
ters at  lower  comers 
only    ....     July,  1840. 

Ditto,  with  letters  at  the 

four  comers       .         .     July,  1858. 

Threepenny  labels      .  1st  May,  1862. 

Fourpenny  labels,  carmine  31st  July,  1855. 
Ditto,  vermilion  .         .     15th Jan.,  1862. 

Sixpenny    labels,    without 

letters  .  21st  Oct,  1856. 

Ditto,  with  letters  at  the 

four  comers        .         .  Sept.  1862. 

Ninepenny  labels        .         .     15th  Jan.,  1862. 

Shilling  labels,  without  let- 
ters    ....     1st  Nov.,  1856. 

Ditto,  with  small  letters,  at 

all  four  comers  .         .     October,  1862. 

Ditto,    with    much    larger 

letters         .         .         .     Feb.,  1865. 

Mulready  envelopes,  penny 

and  twopenny     .         .     6th  May,  1840. 

EMBOSSED   STAMPS. 

Penny    embossed    stamps, 

without  dates  .     January,  1841. 

Twopenny,  without  dates  .     April,  1841. 

Threepenny        .         .         .     July,  1859. 

Fourpenny         .         .         .     Nov.,  1855. 

Sixpenny,  without  dates         March,  1854 

Tenpenny  first  issue  .  October,  1848. 

Withdrawn  in  1855,  and  in  1863  the  few 
thousands  remaining  on  hand  were  re-issued. 

Shilling,  without  dates       .     Sept.,  1847. 

The  dates  in  the  embossed  stamps  were 
first  inserted  about  the  middle  of  the  year 
1855. 

REVIEWS  OP  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Liverpool  Stamp-GoUector^s  Journal,  Liver- 
pool:  J.  C.  Wroe. 

This  magazine,  the  second  number  of  which 
lies  before  us,  is  an  octavo  of  16  pages,  very 
well  got  up,  and  garnished  with  some  wood 
cuts.  It  contains  postal,  geographical,  and 
other  information ;  notices  on  new  and  pro- 
posed emissions,  with  correspondence,  the 
usual  quantum  of  advertisements,  and  a 
stamp  dealers'  directory. 
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The  CoUedor^s  Herald,    Eongston-upon-Hull : 
J.  Cheeseman. 

This  publication,  like  the  preceding,  appears 
at  the  beginning  of  each  month,  and  is 
similarly  pricked.  No.  5  is  before  ns,  neatly 
and  carefilly  printed ;  and  though  primarily 
destined  for  tambrophilic  circulation,  by  no 
means  confines  itself  to  that  branch  of  semi- 
literary  pursuit,  taking  a  much  more  extended 
range,  and  touching  upon  birds*  nests  and 
eggs,  angling,  <fcc.,  &c.  We  demur  to  the 
editor's  opinion  as  to  the  improvement  in  the 
appearance  of  our  shilling  stamp,  from  the 
increased  size  of  the  square  letter-holders  at 
each  comer,  and  think  they  decidedly  detract 
from  its  good  effect.  We  remark  the  notice 
of  a  deflEralter,  and  think  such  swindling 
transactions  ought  to  be  fully  exposed. 

POSTAL   CHIT-CHAT. 

If  a  Chifpre  Tax  of  a  higher  value  than  15  centimes 
is  required  in  France,  the  postmaster  crosses  out  the  15, 
and  inserts  another  number  on  the  side  of  it. 

Stamps  op  Identification. — The  head  post-office 
lends  stamps  round  to  the  local  offices  to  show  what 
stamps  are  in  official  use.  In  England  the  stamps  so  sent 
are  marked  across  with  the  word  'specunen'  to  prevent 
their  being  used  for  postage  purposes.  In  Canada  stamps 
so  sent  round  have  a  hole  punched  out  of  the  centre  of 
the  design.  In  Germany  they  circulate  for  this  purnose 
stamps  which  are  printed  in  olack  or  some  other  colour 
not  officially  used.  Such  stamps  have  been  catalogued  as 
tUmpt  of  idtniifieation. — J>r,  Qra^t  Illustrated  CatO" 

A  FEW  PACTS  NOT  GENERALLY  XNOWN  TO  TTR08. — 

First,  The  twelvepence  Canada  stamp  was  not  an  essay 
but  was  in  circulation  for  some  months.  In  the  Post- 
master-Geuerars  report,  for  1858,  the  receipts  accruine 
from  stamps  of  that  denomination  appears  in  the  financial 
eolumn.  Second,  The  U.  8.  essay,  3  c,  described  in 
vol  ii..  page  100.  iitamp'Colleetot*9  Magazine^  as  Franklin, 
is  not  the  profile  of  Franklin,  but  of  fiobert  Fulton,  the 
memorable  inventor  of  the  steamboat.  Third,  The  idea 
that  the  local  stamps  of  the  U.  8.  were  intended,  in  great 
measure,  for  packages,  is  erroneous ;  ^ith  the  exception  of 
the  defunct  Metropolitan  Company,  no  Despatch  Post  ever 
made  a  business  of  the  joint  aelivery  of  letters  and 
packages.  Lastly,  will  some  of  the  British  littrati  favour 
us  wi&  some  items  regarding  the  eminent  individiml  Col- 
qohoun,  who«e  effigv  appears  (so  it  is  said)  on  the  first 
Confederate  label.  Peter  we  know,  and  Paul  we  know, 
and  John  C.  Calhoun  we  know,  but  Oolquhoun,  who  art 
thou? — Stamp'CktUeetot'* Beeordy  Albany ^  (•^•^•) 

Thb  Cap  op  Liberty,  so  firequent  an  emblem  on  the 
Sooth  American  stamps,  originated  in  the  practice  of 
allowing  none  but  freo  men  to  wear  anything  on  the  head. 
For  a  s&ve  to  appear  covered,  was  to  bring  upon  himself 
swift  punishment.  In  memory  of  GesslePs  mandate  to 
the  Swiss,  to  salute  his  hat  placed  on  a  pole,  the  anns  of 
the  United  Cantons  of  Switzerland  have  a  round  hat  for  a 


crest,  as  emblematic  of  liberty.  Britannia  is  sometimes 
represented  with  the  cap  of  liberty  on  the  point  of  a  spear. 
In  France  it  was  hoisted  as  a  s>inbol  of  freedom  in  the 
b€^:inning  of  the  Bevolution  of  1789.  For  many  )rears 
the  kin^  of  France  had  sent  those  condemned  for  crimes 
and  serious  offences  to  the  galleys  at  Marseilles.  When 
the  Bevolution  opened  the  prison  doors,  the  red  cap  worn 
by  the  convicts  was  elevatea  on  a  standaid  of  freedom,  and 
borne  before  those  who  soon  changed  liberty  into  license 
and  placed  all  France  under  a  reign  of  terror.  The  *  cap 
of  lioerty'  was  originally  used  in  the  manumission  of  a 
slave :  as  soon  as  the  bondman  was  made  free,  he  covered 
his  head  as  a  symbol  of  his  liberty. 

Coloured  Portrait  of  Louis  Napoleon. — ^As  a 
specimen  of  *  cheek,'  we  beg  leave  to  publish  the  follow- 
ing communication  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers : 

Bronxville,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  13,  1865. 
Mr.  S.  Allan  Taylor,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Sir,— Enclosed  please  find  1  dollar  50  cents,  for 
which  please  insert  the  following  advertisement.  I  also 
enclose  1  dollar,  for  which  send  me  th^  value  in  1  centime 
stamps  of  France. 

*Upon  receipt  of  15  cents  and  a  stamp  for  {xostage,  the 
advertiser  will  send  an  ele^^t  coloured  portrait  of  Louis 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  profligate,  policeman,  and  emperor, 
executed  in  France  oy  Mons.  Barre,  engraver  to  the 
government  of  France. — Address,  £.  A.  Hurlbut,  Bronx- 
ville,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.' 

Upon  receipt  of  this  we  confess  to  smelling  a  large 
sizeu,  fullgrou-n  mouse,  and  with  thanks  for  Mr.  Uurlbut's 
kind  patronage,  we  returned  him  the  funds  which  he 
judicioudy  wished  to  spend  in  advertising,  desiring  him 
to  try  the  RowdieM*  Jountal^  or  some  other  paper  of  its 
claw  in  the  metropolis,  which  devotes  its  columns  to  the 
advertising  of  stale,  played-out  dodges;  and  we  would 
say  to  our  readers,  beware  of  elegant  portraits  of  eminent 
individuals,  advertised  after  the  manner  of  Mr.  £.  A. 
U.\iT\hut.^Stamp  Collector' a  Eeeordy  Albany^  N.  Y. 

PosTE  Restantr  (French,  to  remain  at  the  post- 
office  till  called  for),  a  usual  mode  of  addressing  letters  to 
persons  who  are  merely  travelling  in,  or  passing  through,  a 
country  in  which  they  have  no  fixed  residence.  English 
travellers  on  the  Continent  very  generally  have  their  letters 
so  addrt»sed  to  some  town  through  which  they  expect  to 
pass.  The  poete  restanle  office  is  open  at  certain  hours  and 
the  letters  are  given  out  when  called  for,  production  of  a 
card,  passport,  or  oUier  evidence  of  identity  being  sometimes 
required.  Lettera  unclaimed  for  a  certain  time  are  opened, 
and  either  destroyed  or  returned  to  their  writer.  There  is 
a  poete  rtniante  office  in  London  under  stringent  regula- 
tions as  to  the  conditions  on  which  letters  are  given  out. 
If  the  applicant  for  a  letter  be  a  British  subject  or  subject 
of  a  state  not  issuing  passports,  he  must  state  the  place 
from  which  he  expects  letters,  and  he,  or  the  messenger 
who  applies  for  him  must  be  provided  with  some  proof  of 
identity.  If  he  be  the  subiect  of  a  country  whicn  issues 
passports.  Ids  passport  must  be  produced.  In  the  provincial 
post-offices  of  Ureat  Britain,  commercial  travellers,  tourists, 
and  pcrsous  without  a  settled  residence,  may  have  their 
letters  addressed  noste  rettante,  and  they  are  kept  at  the 
post-office  till  called  for ;  but  residents  are  not  allowed  to 
have  their  letters  so  addressed,  and  the  post-office  authori- 
ties have  orders  to  deliver  them.  In  the  British  post-office, 
letters  addressed  posts  restants  are  kept  one  month  and 
then  returned  to  tte  writer  through  the  dead  letter  office. — 
Chamber  s*s  Eneylopocdia. 

A  Caricature  on  the  Mulready  Envelope.— In 
1839,  when  the  plan  submitted  by  Mr.  BowUnd  Uill  was 
adopted  by  the  British  Qovemment,  the  Lords  of  the 
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Treasury  invited  the  public  to  compete  for  a  prize  offered 
for  the  Best  method  or  carrying  out  the  proposed  aehemev 
and  also  for  the  best  design  for  envelope  or  stamp.  Three 
thousand  designs  were  sent  in.  chiefly  executed  in  litho' 
graphy,  and  comprising  m>'thological^  Batiricnl,  and  bur- 
ksque*  treatment.  The  adoption  of  Mulready's  design  did 
not  supp'ress  the  sportive  humour  X>f  the  satirists.  One 
of  the  caricatures  of  the  Mub^eady  envelope  represents 
Queen  Victoria,  having  the  portrait  of  Prince  Albert 
suspended  round  her  neck.  At  her  feet  is  a  lion,  with  the 
head  of  Daniel  (yConnell,  reposing  on  the  Blarney  stone, 
and  having  a  tail  extending  from  one  side  of  the  envelope 
to  the  other.  To  the  left  of  the  Quctm,  Sir  Uobert  Pm 
and  Sir  James  Graham  are  repn>8euted  a^  approaching  the 
King  of  Hanover  (Duke  of  Cfumbcrlaiid),  the  incarnation 
of  old  Toryism.  To  the  right  is  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
carried  on  the  back  of  Lord  Brougham,  preceded  by  Bur- 
dett.  Below,  to  the  left,  ore  the  Duchess  of  Kent  and 
Queen  Adelaide  (Queen  Dowagi-r) ;  to  the  right.  Prince 
Albert  and  a  ragged  foreigner.  On  the  other  side,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  envelope,  is  Lord  Palmerston,  arranging  a 
case  -of  opium,  and  b^ing  hoisted  from  his  seat  by  a  Chi- 
nese of  the  true  barbaric  type.  Facing  this  d  jHign,  Lord 
Melbourne  to  the  right,  I^rd  John  Kussell  iu  the  centre, 
and  Spring  Rice  (Chancellor  of  the  ExchiquiT  in  the 
Melbourne  cabinet)  to  the  left,  are  feeding  John  Bull  with 
packets  of  Jiicf  paper.  The  design  was  drawn  on  stone, 
and  published  in  June,  1840.  The  caricature  is  a  very 
good  example  of  what  was  considered  wittv  three-aud- 
twenty  years  ago.  It  shows  us,  by  comparison,  that  -in 
the  art  of  humorous  design  we  have  made  progi*ess ;  just 
as  this  envelope  caricature  is  an  improvement,  both  in 
conception  ana  execution,  on  the  comical  sketches  popular 
twenty  or  thirty  years  eariier. — dutstflPa  lUuvtrated 
Family  Paper, 

I^Iauvellous  Effects  of  Stamp  Collectino.— The 
following  letter  appeared  in  the  Bristol  Laily  Podt  of 
the  I9th  ult. 

*  Sm — Permit  me,  through  the  medium  of  your  paper, 
to  pass  a  remark  or  two  upon  the  present  most  fashionable 
ana  much  persecuted  practice  of  **  collecting  foreign 
stamps."  An  honest  sense  of  duty,  inspired  by  visible 
effects  produced  upon  my  own  children,  &c  ,  alone  induces 
me  to  this.  Whilst  I  am  aware  there  are  very  many 
habits  now  so  much  accepted  amongst  us  that  we  lose 
sight  of  their  absurdity,  which  is  yet  very  palpable  upon 
a  proper  scrutiny,  still  I  cannot  see  what  objection  can 
possibly  be  raised  to  this  certainly  innocent,  and,  I  believe, 
nighly  elevating  and  intellectual  amusement.  It  c»lls 
forth  the  greatest  amount  of  attention,  care,  method,  taste, 
and  all  the  most  useful  faculties  of  the  mind ;  and  as  every 
stamp  possesses  the  leading  feature  of  the  period  or  country 
whicn  it  represents,  hence  the  historical  and  geographical 
information  is  immense.  I  hear  my  children  familiarly 
talking  of  times  and  nations  which  I  have  almost  forgotten. 
Tlien  the  amount  of  skill  and  business  tact  called  forth  in 
c  )rrespondence,  piuehasing  and  exchanging,  &c.,  is  quite 
n  )mttem.  I  cannot  overlook,  also,  the  effect  which  is  due 
to  this  mania  produced  upon  a  maiden  relative  who  had 
Ivcn  for  some  years  past  m  a  dreamy  state  of  despondency. 
Since  she  has  taken  an  interest  in  this,  her  faculties  are 
much  enlivened,  and  she  appears  to  have  forgotten  formtr 
aches  and  grievanct»s;  new  animation  is  imparted  to  her. 
and  the  pleasure  which  others  feel  (save  the  doctor  and 
the  pricrttj  at  this  interesting  change  more  than  compen- 
sates  for  the  prospect  of  havhig  to  wait  much  louger  for 
anticipated  legacies.  I  would  strongly  recommend  parents 
and  teachers  to  encourage  as  far  as  possible  this  useful 
diversion.  I  hail  it  as  a  great  boon  amid  the  innumerable 
induccmento  of  the  present  day.     1  am,  sir,,  your  much 

'^Uged  and  obedient  sen  ant,   Thomas  Wait!' 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  OLD  MAURinUS  STAMPS  AND  THE  PRINCE 
CONSORT  *  ESSAYS.' 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazixe.* 
Sir, — I  notice  in  vour  magazine,  vol.  ii.,  page  66.  a 
reference  to  the  old  Mauritius  staiiiits.  ITie  dilfcrenoe  in 
the  portions  of  the  words  and  in  the  background,  &c^ 
arises  from  the  fact  that  the  copjH^rplate  from  which  they 
were  printed  contained  several  heads,  all  engraved  separately 
by  hand,  and  from  the  engraver  having  been  unaware  that 
these  differences  were  objectionable.  I  was  in  that  colony 
six  years  ago,  and  had  the  plates  iu  my  hands.  Having 
one  of  these  stamps,  I  do  not  regard  the  others  as  admis- 
sible varieties,  any  more  than  I  should  think  of  placing 
in  my  book  a  whole  sheet  of  penny  postage  labels  of  this 
country,  on  accouut  of  all  the  two  hundred  and  forty 
stamps  being  lettered  difTv^Tontly  at  the  comers.  In  fact, 
ay  these  latter  stamps  all  contain  an  intentional  diffi^rence, 
and  the  fonner  only  an  aetidental  difference,  it  would  be 
less  absurd  to  regniTl  our  240  penny  stamps  as  varieties. 

1  notice  in  your  publishers*  catalogue  that  mention 
is  made  of  two  English  essays,  bi^ng  the  head  of  IMnce 
Albert :  penuit  me  to  tell  you  that  thi*se  so-called  *e^ay 8* 
never  were  made  for  anypui-pose  whatever,  by  any  depart- 
ment^, the  Guvemmeut.  As.  all  matters  at  the  (ienejnl 
Post-oftice  connected  with  the  manufacture  of  pontage 
stamps  pass  through  my  hands,  and  all  at  Somerset  Hoimr 
through  those  of  a  cousin  of  mine,  and  as  I  am,  moreover, 
the  son  of  Sir  Rowland  Hill^  the  original  proposer  of  the 
postage-label  system  as  applied  to  letters,  and  have — for 
the  last  fifteen  years,  at  least — been  consulted  by  him  in 
all  imp^>rtant  8tt*ps  connected  with  this  questioa,  you 
will,  1  daresay,  permit  me  to  call  myself  an  authority. 

The  history  of  the  80H»lled  essays  is  as  follows:— 
In  1852  a  Parliamentary  Committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  certain  allegations  made  by  Mr.  Henry  Archer 
— who  had  suggested  the  perforation  of  postage  labels— 
and  who  wanted,  among  other  things,  to  tender  for  the 

Srinting  of  the  penny  postage  labeU,  then  and  now  pro- 
uoed  by  Messrs.  Bac<ni  &  Petch,  of  Flei^  Street. 
It  was  at  that  time  supposed  that  stampa  printed  from 
line  engravings  were  more  difficult  to  forge  than  those 
product  by  surface  printing,  as  equally  tine  work  could 
not  be  produG^*d  by  the  latter  process;  but  Mr.  Archer 
held  a  different  opinion,  and  iu  c«tler  to  support  his  view 
he  had  a  penny  stiunp  curved,  but  feiuiug  probably  to 
copy  the  Queen's  head  without  authority,  he  sub^ituted 
that  of  Prince  .\lbert  (thus  omitting  to  copy  the  most 
important  portion  of  the  stump),  and  showtnl  it  to  the 
Committee.  If  you  will  turn  to  the  *  Evidence  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  Postage  Labels'  {Purliamenturff 
Papery  No.  386,  of  18o2),  Questions  1002  to  103^,*  you 
will  see  the  facts.  I  may  aod  that  I  was  myself  prok^t 
at  the  examination  of  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  and  that  I  can 
identify  the  stamp.  Further  evidence  is  at  my  command, 
should  it  be  necessary  at  any  time  to  produce  it. 

The  stamp,  therefore,  is  no  more  an  Euglish  essay  than 
the  Queen's  head  which  I  have  seen  with  the  name  of  the 
publishers  of  your  magazuie,  Stafford  Smith  &  Smith, 
surrouuding  it.  and  should  not  be  included  in  a  catalogue 
having  aiiv  pret4*usious  to  aceuracy.  The  story  that  I 
have  heiiixl  or  its  being  engraved  in  consequence  of  the 
Queen  desiring  to  have  the  Prince  Consort's  head  placed 
on  the  postage  stamps,  is  wholly  without  fountuUioo. 

*  For  tho  onnv»nleB«n  tif  soeh  of  roar  rendnv  as  mnjir  not  be  abl*  t« 
ro^tr  rmdilr  tn  tbu  R4<ipnrt  In  qurnUon,  1  giv«  Um  lUIovliic  catraci  tn^^ 
Mr.  (now  Sir  RowlMnd)  HiU'ii  ovKl  ntm  :— 

'  Que^im  I«i0.  I  Mr.  J.  Urwn.]  •  U  thai  a  rMpeetabla  ftiqi«7  (lull- 
ing a  8p<-ciin^n  to  trin  «itn<>aii)  ( " 

^Mr.  R.  Hm. ]    ••  No.  k  I*  noia  rMpMtable  fbrgMiT  :_!>«  tb»arai|ilM^.lt 


is  uot  an  imitatian  of  the  atamp 


i;  H  Is  tiM 


the  iMad  of  Prince  AlbMt.' 
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Mtnjr  rude  suggeetions  from  the  public  for  new  postage 
stampfi,  which  yearly  pass  through  my  hauda,  are  quite  as 
much  entitled  to  be  regarded  as  *  essays '  as  these  to  which 
I  hare  referred ;  ^ough  probably  few  persons  would  care 
to  include  them  in  their  collections,  even  if  thev  could  be 
obtained  for  nothing,  while  no  one  out  of  Bedlam  would 
care  to  give  ten  shillings  for  a  copy  of  one^  which  is  the 
price  demanded  for  the  so-called  '  Albert  essays.' 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gmeral  To^t-nfiee.  PEAltSOX  HILL. 

FORGED  LA  GUAIRA,  NATIVE  MAURITIUS,  &c. 
To  tk*  Editor  of  tks  *  Stamp-Collectob's  Magazine.' 

Sib, — Allow  me  to  ciill  your  attention  to  three  erroneous 
impressions  which  appeared  in  your  April  number,  and  to 
offer  you  my  corrections  of  the  some.  Mr.  Taylor  men- 
tiona  the  second  type  of  the  *  Porto  CabcUo '  stamps  as  if 
fngnies ;  these  are  the  stamps  printed  from  a  new  die, 
and,  I  believe,  on  the  spot  However,  Mr.  Taylor  has  cer- 
tainly erred  upon  the  right  side;  but  I  know  both  stamps 
well,  and  am  certain  that  both  are  equally  genuine. 

The  *  native'  Mauritius  were  engraved  by  a  man  named 
Barnard,  I  believe  in  sheets  of  twelve  stamps,  each  stamp 
differing  in  design  from  each.  Eleven  of  them  have  post 
PAID  on  the  left  side,  the  twelfth  has  post-office.  You 
are  therefore  wrong  in  engraving  this  rare  variety  as  the 
tvpe.  The  same  illustration  appeared  in  Maury's  paper  a 
short  time  since,  but  Mr.  Herpm  there  explained  it  to  be 
the  variety. 

The  Wonden  stamps  form  the  subject  of  Fentonia's  last 
paper  to  you.  Fentonia  displays  great  ingenuity  in 
arguing  so  untenable  a  theor)*,  as  that  these  stamps  ema- 
nate tmin  Mecklenburg:  the  stanips  bearing  the  inscrip- 
tion, WF^DBN  KBE14  (clrclo  of  Wcndeu)  belong  to  tne 
ein^e  of  that  name,  which  now  forms  a  fifth  part  of  the 
pronnce  of  Livonia, — the  other  four  being  Riga,  Dorpat, 
Armburg,  and  Pemau.  It  was  a  colony  of  Protestant 
Gtmian  emigrants  near  Riga,  who  settled  there  in  olden 
tittle.  Formerly  belonging  to  Sweden,  it  was  in  1721  ceded 
to  Russia,  but  to  this  day  nothing  is  spoken  but  German  : 
beuoc  the  Wenden  stamps  bear  German  inscriptions.  1 
may  mention  that  this  information  is  from  Riga,  and  is 
thovfore  undeniable ;  the  inionuation  was  accompanied 
by  the  four  genuine  stamps  used  in  Wenden,  which  you 
mention  on  page  60.  By  tne  bye,  you  there  quite  ignore 
the  square  one  (blue)  so  reoeuti)'  given  by  youi-self  (page 
25)  as  an  old  issue ;  however  it  is  a  mytn,  and  was  en- 
graved a  year  since  in  the  Stamp- Collector »  Ueview,  and 
there  rqrarded,  ns  Fentonia  remarks,  *  with  grave  suspicion.' 

The  Costa  Hica  2  and  5  cent,  of  which  *  L  B.'  inquires 
for  information,  I  believe  to  be  a  delusion ;  I  have  neen 
them,  but  they  are  sold  at  so  low  a  price  that  they  can 
scarcely  be  real  essays. 

*  F.  H.  H.'  is  quite  correct  in  supposing  his  twopenny 
Sydney  to  be  dim;rent  from  any  I  mentioned  in  my  paper 
on  the  subject.  I  have  seen  two  copies  of  it  lately,  the 
engraving  is  beautifully  clear,  not  *  too  good  to  be  true,' 
but  good  enough  to  be  valuable.  The  No.  vii.  I  men- 
tioned was  on  dull  white,  and  the  colour  rather  a  pale 
blue ;  this  other  variety  is  a  dull  blue  on  yellowish  paper. 

The  Connell  essay  and,  I  believe,  the  Sicilian  essay 
have  both  b^rn  reprinted.  All  the  sets  (or  nearly  all)  of 
P.  8.  N.  Co.'s  stamps,  sold  in  so  many  colours,  are  reprints. 
The  genuine  red  is  on  blue  paper  and  of  a  brown-red 
colour,  the  genuine  blue  is  paler  than  the  reprint,  other 
colours  I  have  never  seen  postmarked.  The  Connell  essay 
is  found  on  three  different  papers : — 1.  Gummed  and  per- 
forated, chocolate-brown,  on  thick  paper.  2.  On  thin 
paper,  ungummed,  c|iocolate-brown.  a.  On  still  thinner 
paper,  ungummed,  reddish-brown.     1.  is  the  1861  stamp 


as  prepared  for  issue,  and  is  very  rare,  as  all  the  sheets 
were  aestroyed ;  2  is  the  first  proof  from  the  die ;  whilst 
3  is  the  reprint  of  1863.  There  must  be  some  mistake  in 
the  idea  tnat  the  die  was  destroyed  :  fifty  Connells  were 
recently  advertised  in  America. 

Though  so  many  writers  deny  the  existence  of  the 
Canada  envelopes  upon  buff  paper,  genuine,  I  ajn  con- 
vinced that  no  forger  could  imattfte  those  on  white  paper, 
producing  a  fac-simile  true  in  every  little  stroke,  as  are 
those  upon  yellow  paper. 

How  can  you  class  the  I  franc  vermilion  French  Re- 
public amongst  your  Ust  of  rarest  known  stamps,  and  not 
mention  in  that  list  either  Luzon  1854  5  or  10  cuartos,  or 
either  of  the  two  oldest  Bergedorfs }  These  latter  have 
recently  fetched  £4  the  pair. 

Very  truly  vours, 

EDWAllD  L.  PEMBERTOX. 


THE  OLD  FINLAND  ENVELOPES  AGAIN. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp  Collectob's  Magazine.' 

Deab  Sib, — In  the  January  number  of  your  periodical, 
there  is  an  article  about  current  stamp  forgeritrs,  from  the 
pen  of  Mr.  E.  L  Pemberton,  treating,  amongst  others,  of 
the  Porto  stempel  envelopes. 

Last  year  during  my  journey  in  Finland,  I  was  fortunate 
enough  to  get  a  couple  (at  lO'kopeks)  of  these  rarest  en- 
velopes at  the  principal  post-office  of  Helsin^ors.  It 
struck  me  most  lorcibly  that,  on  closely  examining  and 
comparing  them  with  the  description  given  by  Mr^  Pem- 
berton, the  letter  s  was  really  a  little  below  the  level  of 
the  T,  which  circumstance  that  gentleman  considers  to  be 
the  chief  mark  of  the  imitation ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  8  is  not  badly  shaped  nor  smaller  in  the  lower  part 
than  it  ought  to  be.  I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  to 
be  blamed  in  the  execution  of  the  other  letters ;  I  do  not 
see  whether  there  are  five  transverse  ovals  with  a  dot 
bet^-een  each  of  them  in  the  band  of  the  crown,  or  not ; 
the  word  kopek  (not  kopeck,  as  Mr.  P.  says^  is  printed  in 
clear  letters ;  finally,  the  cross  on  the  top  of  the  crown  is 
decidedly  not  crooked,  and  the  colour  rattier  distinct. 

I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  that  both  my  stamps  are 
genuine,  the  very  paper  giving  evidence  of  it  (it  has  the 
appearance  of  being  at  least  fifteen  years  old)  ;  still  there 
is  <me  circumstance — the  position  of  the  letter  s — that 
answers  Mr.  Pemberton's  ucscription  of  the  forgery.  I 
fully  acknowledge  the  well-deservod  authority  that  gentle^ 
man  enjoys  in  this  branch  of  stampology ;  but  I  cannot 
help  confessing  that  he  is  mistaken  this  time.  The  stamp 
he  considered  as  a  forger)'  must  have  been  the  genuine 
one,  and  vice  ver*a. 

Fentonia,  page  55,  of  the  April  number,  seems  to  think 
it  impossible  that  the  Wenden  stamp  should  emanate 
from  Livonia,  because  it  is  not  likely,  that  situated  in  a 
place  so  far  in  the  north-west  of  Russia^  the  inscription  on 
its  stamp  would  be  in  German.  This  opinion  is  quite  as 
erroneous  as  that  which  makes  of  *Purto  stempel'  u 
German  denomination,  llie  predominant  language  in 
Livonia  is  German  ;  in  Finland,  Swedish. 

I  am  given  to  understand  (on  very  good  authority)  that 
the  Finland  stamps  and  envelopes  are  to  be  withdrawn 
froiu  circulation  within  a  very  snort  space  of  time. 

Claiming  your  kind  indulgence  as  to  my  certainly  very 
imperfect  stvle  of  using  your  native  language, 
1  remain,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfuTlv, 

Foland,  MAX  ioSEPU. 

BANCROFT'S  CITY  EXPRESS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collectob's  Magazine.' 
Dear  Sib, — 1  have  seen  the  counterfeits  of  the  Ban- 
croft i-eferred  to  by  your  Montreal  correspondent,  in  the 
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last  namber.  It  is  a  woodcut,  resembliDg  in  some  respects 
the  newly-issued  steel-engraved  stamp.  The  border  is 
filled  witn  the  same  iuseriptionf  except  that  st.  is  there 
sTaT.  The  portrait  in  the  centre  has  also  a  semicircular 
band  above  and  below,  inscribed  baxcko>t*8  city  bx- 
PREss ;  but,  apart  from  the  execution,  the  chief  difference 
lies  in  the  portrait.  On  Uie  genuine  it  is  that  of  a  middle- 
aged  man,  stem  and  deti'riAined,  with  a  large  buriiv  beard 
and  whiskers  entirely  hiding  the  lower  part  of  his  face, 
of  which  only  one  idue  is  shown.  l*he  counterfeit  portrait 
is  that  of  a  fashionably-dressed  young  man,  full-face,  with 
pendant  Dundrearv  whiricers,  mid  the  colour  of  the  stamp 
IS  a  U^fat  blue.  I  nope  that  no  one  will  be  taken  in  by  the 
forgeries,  which  come  from  a  suspicious  New  York  source. 

Another  humbug  of  the  same  class  is  the  British 
American  College  Stamp;  a  facsimile  of  the  lately- 
issued  penny  New  South  Wale?,  in  all  except  the  inscrip- 
tion, green  colour. 

Tours  respectfully, 

Norunek.  CANADIAN  LOCAL. 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Observeb.  Manchester. — This  oorrespomlent  sends  for 
inspection  a  olue  stamp  of  the  first  and  pkik  of  the  second 
issue  of  Saxony,  affixed  in  the  same  letter  as  a  proof  of 
their  simultaneous  currency.  Such  instances  are  by  no 
means  unusuaL 

I.  L.  H.,  Montreal. — Thanks  for  the  siiccimeiis  of 
Bancroft's  Local  Stamp,  of  which  we  given  an  engraving 
in  our  article  on  new  appearances. 

S.  C.  B.,  Yarmouth.— -Tour  large  blue  impression  is  a 
Bussian  official  stamp,  and,  if  we  mistake  not,  has  been 
already  noticed  in  our  maguxine. 

B.  If.,  Hyde  Park. — Tour  40  c.  French  empire  is  merely 
a  discoloured  specimen.  We  have  frequently  seen  such, 
and  possess  a  40  c.  French  Colonies  of  the  same  colour, 
which  was  placed  perfectly  fre^  and  bright  in  our  book 
some  months  since ;  exposure  to  air  or  sun  cannot  therefore 
be  the  cause  of  the  change,  which  must  be  produced  by 
some  of  nature's  chemistry. — llie  other  stamp  you  descril>c 
is  alluded  to  in  our  notice  of  novelties. — There  is  a  com- 
plete set  of  Swiss  in  relief  of  the  1858  type. 

Honolulu,  Macclesfield. — ^There  have  been  five  indi- 
viduals, value  each  2  cents,  among  the  stamps  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  but  four  of  them  are  obsolete.  The 
first  and  rarest  is  blue  on  white :  this  was  succeeded  by  a 
black  imnressiou  on  a  bluish  tint;  then  came  out  the  stamp 
bearing  tne  image  of  the  late  king.  We  can  only  account 
for  the  re-appearance  of  the  impression  with  the  laive 
figure,  on  the  supposition  that  it  was  a  revival  of  the 
earlier  form  used  after  the  decease  of  the  soverei^,  and 
before  the  current  stamp  of  the  same  value  was  issued ; 
but  this  second  appearance  was  impressed  on  white, 
not  on  tinted  paper. 

D.  P. — Romagna  has  nothing  in  common  with  Roumania, 
one  of  the  aliases  of  part  of  the  territory  now  compre- 
hended in  Moldo- Wallachia.  The  fonner  coun  try  you  will 
find  fully  described  in  the  Jan  uar}- number,  and  the  lattir 
in  the  numbers  for  March,  April,  June,  and  July  of  last 
year's magasine. — The  aoi'dutattt  Berlin  express  stamps  are 
public,  inasmuch  as  any  one  can  have  them  by  pur- 
chasing them ;  and  private,  because  thev  are  the  private 
speculation  of  some  unprincipled  siwindler. 

Novelty.— We  have  ourselves  seen  the  1  peso  rose 
coloured  stamp  of  the  present  series  of  New  GrauaiUnes. 

Maroabetta. — The  letter  f  on  the  Cuban  stamps  is  a 
contraction  nl  fuert$^  signif^'ing  strong;  when  applied  to 
money,  *good  weight.'  p  on  the  Culm,  or  p«.  p«.  on  the 
Luzon  stamps,  therefore  simply  means  'sterling  coin.' 


RoBEBT,  Windsor.— The  figure  2  ^reversed)  is  the 
watermark  on  the  blue  lonians,  and  a  1  is  conspicuous  in 
the  rhI  ;  but  we  cannot  distinguisli  anything  of  the  kind 
in  the  yellow.— Tlie  abbreviation  rchw.  on  the  grpen 
Oldenburgs  of  the  first  issue  stands  for  some  small  coin 
which  we  are  unable  to  identify ;  perhaps  a  (iermao 
correspondent  will  enlighten  us  on  the  subject. 

Luzon  — We  believe  that  what  are  known  genendly  as 
the  Cubans,  ha ve^  been  allowed  to  do  dutv  in  other  Spanish 
colonies  as  well,  inclusive  even  of  the  Pli9i|i|»ine  lalandis 
although  these  latter  possess  postage  stamps  of  their 
own. 

A  Subscriber,  Derbj'shire. — ^The  addresses  &c.,  of  the 
trading  firms  you  mentioned  will  be  found  in  the  adver- 
tising column^  of  our  magazine,  if  we  know  them.— Of 
English  penn  v  adhesive  stamps,  we  ourselves  reckon  six ; 
black,  red  on  blue  tint,  red  with  figrure«  on  lower  oomen 
only  uni>erforated,  ditto  perforated,  red  with  figures  at 
each  corner,  and  the  black  official  V.  It. — We  acknowledge 
four  twopenny  stamps  exeluaive  of  the  apoer>'pbal  black : 
blue  without  white  lines,  ditto  with  lines  un perforated,  the 
same  perforutiHl,  and  the  cunvnt  stamp  with  letters  at 
each  angle.— We  did  not  know  Mr.  Pemberton  was  about 
to  publish  a  catalogue. — We  cannot  apprehend  your 
meaning  in  suggesting  the  a  uestions  in  the  defunct  Utamp^ 
Collectoi^s  Review  as  a  good  model  for  onr  imitatioii. 

Ubd  Indiak. — ^The  mere  fact  that  the  Indian  \  anna 
blue  is  worth  a  penny,  and  the  \  anna  red  a  pomid,  does 
not  prove  that  they  are  different  stamps  in  anything  bat 
colour.  The  two' colours  are  mentioned  in  Dr.  (Hay's 
catalogue,  but  there  was  no  reason  why  meeial  reference 
should  be  made  to  the  red.  Dr.  Gray  pnw^sses  to  describe 
types  of  desi^  which  are  the  same  on  blue  or  white 
Mper,  and  in  ink  of  any  shade.— Tout  blue  10  e.  United 
States  is  probably  a  green  stamp,  chemically  or  otherwise 
changed. 

T.  A.  R,  Wakefield.— Your  U.S.  stamp  tells  its  own  story, 
and  is  evidently  not  at  all  po^l. — Some  of  your  other 
queries  arc  quite  beyond  our  depth,  but  we  wiU  try  and 
procure  authentic  information  and  insert  the  same  in  our 
nuuiber  for  July. — ^The  stamps  of  Great  Britain  are  uspd 
in  the  Channel'lslands  and  tne  Isle  of  Man. — No  stamps 
but  its  own  are  current  in  Liberia. — ^llie  Nova  Sootia 
stamps  are  used  in  Cape  Breton. — An  explanation  of  tiie 
use  of  the  uni-coloured  series  of  Turkish  stamps  has  been 
already  given  in  our  pa^es.^  In  mentioning  the  stamps  of 
Hesse  Cassel  in  our  holiday  tour,  we  of  course  alludra  to 
those  of  Thum  and  Taxis  North ;  which,  as  we  stated,  wo 
travelled  twenty  extra  miles  to  obtain,  not  being  awaiv  at 
the  time  that  a  small  isolated  territory  belonging  to  Cassel 
exists  two  or  three  miles  only  from  Frankfort. — ^The 
French  Colonies  stamps  are  sometimes  advertised  under 
that  name,  and  sometimes  as  Martinique  or  Quadaloupo 
natives.— 'If  you  have  any  money  to  throw  away,  you  can- 
not do  better  than  send  for  the  advettiaed  envelope  of 
British  Guiana. 

Russian. — The  stamp  you  describe  was  alluded  to  in 
our  answers  to  queries  lost  month.    It  is  not  postaL 

Confederate. — We  are  sorry  we  cannot  enlighten  yon 
^ith  regard  to  the  likenesses  on  the  2  c.  and  10  c.  C^onfe- 
derate  stamps.  We  are  sadly  in  want  of  ivliaUe  informa- 
tion as  to  many  of  the  facial  impressions  of  the  United 
States  North  or  South,  and  trust  some  qualified  American 
will  find  leisure  to  favour  us.  The  fate  lamented  Mr. 
Leslie,  American  vice-consul  at  Nice,  who  died  on  the 
15th  of  April,  possessed  of  one  of  the  finest  known  oollee- 
tions,  would  doubtless  have  obliged  us  were  he  living. 

A.  E.  P.  H. — ^Your  inquiry  respecting  a  nuB  Knjj^ish 
variety,  is  embodied  in  our  article  onnew  andundescribed 
stamps. 
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NOTES  ON  THE   ASIATIC   STAMPS. 

FiTK  European  colonies  are  the  sole  contri- 
batora  of  Asiatic  postage  stamps.  No  inde- 
pendent country  in  that  vast  continent  has 
'Geiently  advanced  to  pon- 
B  those  indispensable 
tiliaries  of  speedy  cnra- 
munication,  adhesivelabels. 
We  have  had,  indeed,  Chi- 
j  neRO  falsities  and  Japan 
humbugs,  and  alsommonrB 
of  an  anthoristed  issue  for 
Japan  (though  what  foundation  there  could 
be  for  such  rumoars,  or  how  they  could 
have  originated,  is  difficult  to  imagitie) ; 
bat  the  Llama  of  Thibet,  the  Brother  of  the 
8qd  and  Moon,  the  Shah,  the  Siamese  Lord 
of  unnumbered  elephants,  and  tlie  Tycoon, 
are  still  pustAlly  unrepresented. 

From  the  East  Indian  post-office,  two 
scries  of  postage  stamps  hare  emanated. 
The  first  in  18o4  comprided  the  \  anna  red 
and  blue,  1  anna  red,  2  annas  green,  4  annas 
red  (blue  bead),  and  8  annas  blue  (red 
head).  The  first-named  stamp  is  excessively 
rare.  It  has  been  oflen  counterfeited,  some- 
times by  substituting  half  for  ose  in  the 
one  anna  stamp,  and  oftetier  by  blocks.  The 
genuine  stamp  being  from  the  same  bhick  as 
the  blue,  ought  to  resemble  it  in  everything 
butcolour.  The  4  annas  and  also  the  8  annas 
(a  recent  discovery)  are  printed  from  two 
dies,  and  consequently  the  heud  is  found 
(as  in  the  old  Italian)  differently  situated  in 
(liffereut  stamps. 

The  quaint  old  issue  was  succeeded  in 
1858  by  the  decidedly  poor  series  now  cur- 
rent, comprising  the  same  values,  with  the 
addition  of  as  8  pies  stamp  fur  newspapers, 
and  in  1860  of  two  envelopes,  value  respec- 
tively ^  and  I  anna.  Mount  Brown  is  in 
error  in  putting  18C0  as  the  dale  of  emission 
of  the  entire  issue.  We  ourselves  well 
remember  receiving  letters  from  an  Indian 
correspondent  in  1858,  franked  by  stamps  of 
the  second  series.  Its  only  rarities  are  the 
2  annas  in  pink  and  in  green,  especially  the 
latter.  A  change  in  colour  of  that  stamp 
from  pale  yellow  to  straw  colour,  and  of  the 
4  annas  from  black  to  green,  is  chronicled  in 


the  last  number  of  the  Stamp-Colleclor'i 
Magnzine,  and  so  far  as  they  go  these  changes 
are  for  the  better  ;  but  we  should  like  to  see 
our  Indian  empire  represented  by  a  really 
good  series  of  stamps,  for  certainly  those 
which  now  receive  the  spider-web  postmark 
are  most  ineffective.  The  design  of  the 
envelope  stamp  is  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, and  the  newspaper  stamp  is  better  than 
its  fellow  adhesives  (reminding  us  of  the 
Sierra  Leone),  but  there  is  still  plenty  of 
room  for  improvement. 

At  the  present  time,  Ceylon  uses  a  larger 
number  of  stamps  than  any  other  country  : 
her  adhesives  and  envelopes  together  number- 
ing  twenty-two.      Of  the 
former  there  are   (besides 
j    the  half-penny  stamp,  which 
has  a  separate  design)  two 
types  and  shapes  ; — rectan- 
gular, and  resembling  in  a 
considerable  decree  the  St. 
Helena,  and  evidently  done 
I    by  fhe  same  engraver ;  oc- 
tagonal, and  resembling,  at 
least  in  the  arrangement  of  the  inscription, 
the   sixpenny   Tasmania,   and   presenfmg  a 
rather  poor  appearance.     Altogether,  the  ad- 
hesives are  very  inferior  to  the  envelopes  in 
design  and  execution.     An  engraving  of  the 
least-known,    and  at  present  only  unperfo- 
rated,  stamp  is  subjoined.     There  is  a  differ* 
ence  of  tint  between  the  perforated  and  un- 
perfoi'ated  varieties  of  nearly  all  the  stamps  ; 
the  sixpenny  has  been  printed  in  three,   and 
the    shilling   in    two    colours.      Among    the 
rectangular  stamps  the  tenpenny  is  peculiar 
for  bearing   the   numeral    of  value   in  the 
four  corners.     A  correspondent  announced, 
in  No.  23  of  the  Slainp-Cnltfctoi's  Mugamw, 
that  the  penny  stamp  is  now  issued  the  tenth 
of  an  inch  shorter  than  formerly.      It  would 
be  interesting  to  know  for  what  particular 
routes  the  Cingalese  stamps  are  used.     We 
presume  that  some  must  be  employed  to  pre- 
pay to  various  Asiatic  ports,  as  they  do  not 
come  over  in  any  quantity  to  this  country. 

Ceylon  may  with  jnstice  claim  tu  possess 
the  finest  set  of  envelope  stamps  in  the 
world.  Chaste  in  design,  excellent  in  exe- 
cntion  and  of  well  chosen  colonrs,  they 
unite  the  requisites  to  superiority  in  an  over- 
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whelming  degree ;  the  difiepenceB  of  pattern 
also  tend  greaUj  to  relieve  the  eye.  We 
have  beard,  bat  cannot  vouch  for  the  truth 
of  the  statement)  that  the  Ceylon  envelopes 
are  only  procurable  in  packets.*  If  this  be 
the  case,  it  probably  acts  as  a  preventive  of 
f^ny  large  importation  of  the  higher  values 
into  this  country. 

The  series  of  stamps  in  use  in  Hongkong 
(engraved  bjr  J)e  la  Rue  A  Co.)  is  weU 
known,  and  its  extreme  beauty  renders  it  a 
most  desirable  acquisition.  It  consisted  at 
first  of  seven  stamps;  the  2,  8,  12,  18,  24, 
48,  and  96  cents,  but  this  number  was  sub- 
sequently augmented  by  three  values ;  the  4, 
6,  and  80  cents.  The  30  cents  is  now  printed 
in  a  deeper  shade  than  formerly,  the  8  cents 
has  changed  (rota  light  to  deep  chrome 
yellow,  and  the  90  cents  has  become  ligbt 
brown.  They  were  the  only  stamps  beariug 
a  Chinese  inscription ;  but  we  believe  that 
some  queer-looking  labels  (to  judge  by  the 
description)  produced  by  a  local  steam^ip 
company,  plying  between  Hongkoug  and 
some  Chinese  port,  now  shares  the  honour 
with  them.  As  the  Hongkong  dollar  ap- 
pears to  be  of  such  changeable  value,  we 
should  like  to  know  the  exact  worth  of  the 
2  cents  stamp  in  English  money. t 

The  Dutch  colonies,  Java,  Sumatra  (query, 
Borneo  also),  use  the  handsome  stamp  with 
which  collectors  are  now  familiar,  although 
doubts  were  at  first  thrown  on  its  existence 
as  a  genuine  emission.  Hamburg  has 
favoured  us  with  a  forgery  of  this  stamp» 
but  though  the  design  is  well  copied  the 
colour  is  so  pale,  and  the  paper  so  different, 
that  none  but  tyros  are  likely  to  be  taken  in 
by  them.  It  has  been  suggested,  and  with 
some  probability,  that  the  home  of  the  so- 
called  Dutch  Guiana  stamps  may  in  reality 
have  been  in  Java.  Can  no  one  sot  these  sur- 
mises at  rest  by  an  authoritative  explanation? 

Most  writers  include  Luzon  in  Oceanica« 
but  in  our  opinion  unjustly,  as  the  Philip- 
pines form  a  part  of  the  great  Indian 
Archipelago.  We  think  tliat  thev  should 
therefore  be  included  in  Asia.  The  early 
issues  for  those  islands  comprise  some  of  the 

•  \iyi»  report  is  quite  eoircct.— Ed.] 
t  fl'he  appi-oximate  value  \»  one  p«nny  and  two  twenty- 
fifth«.— Ki).] 


greatest  rarities.  Poor  imitations  of  the 
Spanish,  they  are  interesting  as  being  the 
only  Spanish  colonials  of  native  manufacture. 
Our  own  collection  is,  unfortunately,  the 
reverse  of  rich  in  these  choice  specimens ;  we 
are  therefore  unable  to  annotate  on  them, 
andrelinquish  the  attempt; — ^the  more  readily, 
as  we  trust  ere  long  to  see  an  exhaustive 
article  on  them  in  the  Stamp-Collector** 
Magazine,* 

POSTAGE-STAMP  PORTRAITS. 

JOHN   C.    CALHOUN. 

Thk  rarest  of  the  Confederate  States  postage 
stamps  is  the  I  c.  buff,  bearinjjf  the  effigy  of 
John  C.  Calhoun,  of  whom  so  little  has  been 
knovn  here  that  his  very  name  has  been  cor- 
rupted into  Colquhoun,  Yet  Calhoun  was 
in  his  day  and  generation  a  power  in  the  land, 
though  unfortunately  a  power  for  evil.  It  is 
not  surprising  that  the  Confederate  author- 
ities decided  on  perpetuating  his  memory  on 
their  1  c.  stamp,  for  no  man  worked  harder 
than  he  to  support,  extend,  and  cherish,  the 
baneful  '  domestic  institution  *  of  the  South 
(now  happily  obsolete),  and  to  establish  the 
aoctrine  of  state  rights.  He  was  one  of  that 
band  of  statesmen,  whose  great  object  was  the 
exaltation  of  the  United  States  at  whatever 
cost;  who  were  inimical  to  the  existence  of 
friendly  feelings  between  this  country  and 
theirs,  and  who,  by  prohibitive  tariffs,  would 
have  shut  their  ports  against  the  world. 

Born    at    Abbeville,    South    Carolina,  in 
March,  1782,  and  descended  of  a  good  Irish 
family,  he  early  distinguished  himself  at  the 
bar,  and  his  success  there  (as  was  the  case 
with  many  other  American  statesmen)  opened 
the  way  to  congress.     He  took  his  seat  in 
1811,  and  his  fiery  eloquence  soon  placed 
him  at  the  head  of  the  party  favouraole  to 
war  against  England.     In  I8l6,  he  brought 
forward  and  pi*ocured  the  passage  of  a  tariff 
very  favourable  to  his  native  state ;  and  the 
ability  he  manifested  in  preparing  it,  caused 
his  appointment  by  President  Monroe  to  the 
office  of  Minister  of  War,     In  that  position 
his  administrative  abilities  had  full  play,  and 
the  reduction  of  the  army  expenditure,  and 
reformation  of  the  accounts  of  his  depart- 
ment, were  the  results  of  his  exertions. 
*  [Wc  purpose  ^ving  one  next  month. — Ei».] 
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Calhoun  remained  at  this  post  nntil  elected 
to  the  vice-presidencj,  when  General  Andrew 
Jackson  (old  Hickory)  was  made  president ; 
still  continuing  in  his  new  office  to  distin- 
guish himself  by  his  patriotic  views.  Bat 
in  1828,  his  allegiance  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment clashed  with  his  strong  affection  for  the 
Southern  States.  In  that  year  a  new  tariff 
less  favourable  to  them  passed  both  houses. 
Calhoun  hoped  the  president  would  veto  the 
measui*e,  but,  disappointed  in  this  hope,  he 
soon  after  went  down  to  South  Carolina,  and 
there  carried  in  the  legislature  the  notorious 
resolution,  *  that  any  State  in  the  Union  might 
annul  an  act  of  the  Federal  Government.* 
This  act  nearly  precipitated  the  contest  which 
is  hardly  yet  terminated.  Virginia,  Georgia, 
and  Alabama,  promptly  gave  in  their  adhesion 
to  the  principle  thus  enunciated,  and  threat- 
ened a  dissolution  of  the  union.  But  the 
energetic  measures  taken  by  the  president 
to  render  the  resolution  of  no  effect  were 
successful,  and  its  author  lost  popularity. 
He  had  hoped  to  occupy  the  presidential 
chair  on  its  vacation  by  Jackson,  but  finding 
his  chances  of  election  small,  resigned  the 
vice-presidency. 

He  had  still,  however,  many  partisans  in 
the  South,  and  was  shortly  afi  erwards  return- 
ed to  the  senate.  In  1838,  he  delivered  a 
fiimous  sj)eech  in  favour  of  slavery,  which 
electrified  the  states,  and  continued  thence- 
forth to  agitate  on  behalf  of  the  slave-holding 
interest,  and  for  a  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
both  with  voice  and  pen,  until  his  death, 
which  took  place  at  Washington,  March  31, 
1850.  Since  his  death  his  great  work,  The 
PhUosophi/  of  Ouvenime7it,  has  been  published. 

By  the  foregoing  narrative  it  will  be  seen 
how  much  the  Confederates  were  indebted 
to  him  for  the  advocacy  of  their  favourite 
principles.  To  his  influence  in  no  small  degree 
may  be  attributed  the  lamentable  civil  war  ; 
he*famied  the  embers  of  discontent'  between 
North  and  South,  and  encouraged  the  latter 
to  a  course  which  has  ended  in  dasolation. 

His  features  are  not  inaccurately  portrayed 
on  the  1  c.  stamp,  but  the  colour  of  the  im- 
pression is  not  favourable  to  a  clear  view. 
The  thick  folds  of  hair,  falling  back  like  a 
lion's  mane  fi'om  the  massive  forehead,  the 
square-cut  detennined  chin  are  there,  but  the 


most  noticeable  features  in  his  face,  his  eyes, 
are  hardly  perceptible  in  the  stamp  portrait. 
They  lit  up  and  gav*  character  to  his  face 
with  their  strange,  almost  supernatural,  bril- 
liancy and  keenness,  and  were  in  truth  the 
index  of  his  soul.  His  private  life  was 
blameless;  he  was  a  Southern  gentleman, 
and  possessed  all  the  courtesy  and  high-bred 
politeness  for  which  Southern  gentlemen 
are  noted. 


THE  POSTAGE  STAMPS  OF  BRITISH 

GUIANA. 

*DAMV8  PBTmUSQVE  YICISSOI.' 

One  of  the  best  informed  of  our  English 
writers  on  these  subjects  has  declared  that 
the  stamps  of  South  America  present  pecu- 
liar difficulties  to  the  collector;  and  the 
accuracy  of  this  remark  will  be  abundantly 
ve!*ified  by  any  one  who  sets  to  himself  the 
task  of  forming  a  complete  series  of  this 
colony.  The  difficulty  of  the  collector  is, 
however,  for  less  than  that  which  is  involved 
in  an  attempt  to  describe  completely  the 
various  issues  of  this  country ;  and  yet  the 
very  obstacles  themselves  seem  to  have  in- 
duced some  oi  the  more  zealous  European 
amateurs  to  try  their  hands  at  classifying 
these  stamps.  Mons.  Herpin,  whose  name 
is  well  known  as  that  of  a  most  distinguished 
and  discriminating  collector  and  author,  in 
the  December  number  of  Le  OoUedionneur  de 
Timbres  Poste^  published  an  article  eontaining 
much  valuable  mformation,  but  also  exhibiting 
some  inaccuracies,  which  probably  arose  from 
descriptions  being  given  without  access  to 
the  stamps,  and  from  suppositions  hazarded, 
plausible  enough  in  themselves,  but  which 
the  result  of  inquiries  as  to  the  facts  does 
not  verify.  Several  papers  relating  more  or 
less  to  this  subject  have  also  appeared  in  the 
journal  published  by  M.  Moens,  at  Brussels. 
After  a  careftil  analysis  of  these  papers, 
and  from  information  directly  received  from 
the  postmaster  of  C^rge  Town,  the  follow- 
ing list  has  been  compiled.  Every  stamp 
described  has  been  verified  by  actual  com- 
parison with  undoubted  specimens,  and  the 
greatest  care  taken  to  present  a  reliable  and 
complete  catalogue  up. to  the  present  time  ; 
it  is  therefore  hoped  that  the  amateur  may  find 
in  th^  subjoined  lines  a  trustworthy  guide. 
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FIRST  ISSUE. 

1850.  The  postal  system  was  first  intro- 
duced into  the  colony*  of  British  Guiana  in 
this  year,  solely  for  inland  purposes,  and  the 
rates  of  postage  were  fixed  according  to  the 
distance  which  the  letter  had  to  travel,  viz. : 
4,  8,  and  12  cents  for  single,  double,  and 
treble  postage  respectively. 

The  design  of  these  first  stamps  was  of 
the  simplest  description,  consisting  merely 

of  a  rough  circle  formed 
by  a  single  line,  at  times 
approaching  an  oval ; 
within     this     line     the 

words  BRITISH  OUIANA  in 

I  toman     capitals     were 
printed     (in     moveable 
types)     in     a    circular 
shape,     following     very 
irregularly  the  outside  line  of  the  stamp.    In 
the  middle  of  the  stamp  is  the  value  in  figures, 
followed  by  the  word  cents  in  italics,  printed 
in  one  straight  line.      This   issue  is  printed 
on  coloured  paper  in  black  ink,  viz. : — 
4  cents       .       .       yellow. 
8  cents      .       .       green. 
12  cents      .       .      deep  blue. 
Every  stamp,  before  being  issued  for  circu- 
lation,  was   authenticated    by    the    initials 
'  G.  R.  D.,'  written  with  pen  and  black  ink 
across  its  face,   by  Mr.  G.  R.  Dalton,  the 
then  and  present  postmaster  of  Greorge  Town. 
These  stamps  were  printed  in  the  colony,  but 
no  stock  of  them  was  ever  kept ;  the  supply 
was  only  made  to  meet  the  current  wants,  and 
the  issue  was  never  intended  for  other  than 
a  preliminary  and  temporary  expedient. 

The  shades  of  coloured  paper  used  vary 
in  deepness,  especially  the  green.  Some 
specimens  exist  in  collections  which  do  not 
hear  any  initials,  having  evidently  never 
been  issued  for  circulation.  The  extremely 
rude  design  of  this  issue,  and  its  consequent 
liability  to  imitation  and  forgery,  rendered  it 
one  which  could  only  serve  a  temporary  pur- 
pose, and  its  ugliness  by  no  means  tended  to 
recommend  it.  It  is  scarcely  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  almost  immediately  new  stamps  were 
ordered,  and  the  very  short  period  this  issue 
was  in  use  accounts  for  its  exceeding  rarity, 
and  the  proportionately  high  prices  these 
stamps  command  when  to  be  met  with.- 


Mention  has  been  made  of  a  stamp  of  this 
issue  on  pink  paper,  the  value  of  which  has 
been  variously  stated  at  4  and  8  cents.  No 
specimen  is  known  to  exist,  nor  has  the 
writer  any  authentic  information  which  woald 
justify  him  in  inserting  such  a  stamp  in  this 
list. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type,  the  writer's 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  copy  of  the 
yellow  4  cents  stamp  :  uninitialed,  but  bear- 
ing the  usual  Demerara  postmark,  and  the 
date  27  November,  1850  :  probably  a  case  of 
accidental  omission  of  the  signature  of  the 
postmaster. 

SECOND   ISSUE. 

1850,  1851.  Large  upright  rectangular 
stamp,  printed  in  black  on  coloured  paper ; 
device,  ship  sailing  to  the  right  in  a  Norman 
escutcheon ;  legend,  Bkitish  on  left,  guiana 
on  right;  value  above,  dam  us  patimus  qub 
vicissiM  below,  a  fort  in  the  distance. 

The  design  of  these  stamps  was  engraved 
on  steel,  and  some  small  and  inconsiderable 
variations  exist  between  difierent  stamps  from 
this  plate. 

1  cent        .       .       magenta. 

4  cents       .       .       ultramarine  blue. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Combined  Court 
of  Policy  of  Demerara,  held  in  1850,  it 
was  resolved  to  axlopt  one  uniform  rate  of 
postage  for  letters,  namely,  4  cents,  and  to 
impose  a  charge  of  1  cent  upon  newspapers 
forwarded  by  post  fifon^  one  part  of  the  colony 
to  another.  Stamps  of  these  two  values 
were  onlered  from  JBngland,  and  Messrs. 
Waterlow  &  Sons,  stationers,  of  London  Wall, 
were  intrusted  wBfch  their  execution  and 
printing.  To  tUs  £rm  is  due  the  famous 
error  which  has  given  an  almost  fictitious 
importance  to  the  issue.  The  error '  patimus* 
for  *PKTIMUS,*  for  which  Lord  Macaulay*8 
traditional  schoolboy  would  be  deservedly 
flogged,  has  unfortunately  been  fathered  on 
the  colony,  which  thus  had  to  undergo  the 
ridicule  of  choosing  a  motto  it  could  not  spell, 
when  the  blame  of  this  most  unfortunate 
error  rested  in  London,  But  there  is  nothing 
which  happens  without  compensation,  and  the 
firm  who  at  the  onset  unfortunately  passed 
this  issue,  has  more  than  redeemed  the  blun- 
der by  the  eminent  beauty  of  some  of  the 
types  we  shall  presently  notice.     The  stamps 
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of  this  issue  were  printed  on  brightly-coloured 
paper,  and  were  in  circulation  from  the  end 
of  1850  till  about  1853.  They  are  of  an  un- 
gainly  size  and  unmanageable  shape,  which, 
combined  with  the  engraver's  error,  soon 
compelled  a  fresh  commission  to  England. 
In  1853  the  newly-ordered  series  was  pro- 
daced,  but  meantime,  the  supply  of  the 
second  issue  failing,  came  the  third  series. 

The  stamps  of  this  issue  are,  and  always 
have  been,  of  excessive  rarity,  especially  tne 
blue,  and  classed  among  the  gems  of  a  col- 
lection. Their  rarity  is  not  diminished  by 
the  fact  that  in  September,  1804,  a  reprint 
of  the  issue  took  place,  at  the  instance  of  the 
colonial  authorities,  chiefly  to  enable  them  to 
gratify  the  wishes  of  foreign  governments 
and  others.  These  reprints  were  executed 
by  Waterlow  <fe  Sons;  the  paper  is  of  a 
brighter  tint,  showing  the  presence  of  the 
new  colours ;  and,  to  crown  all,  these  reprinted 
stamps  are  perforated.  It  has  been  asserted  the 
plates  are  now  destroyed ;  one  thing  is  certain, 
the  value  of  the  old  issue  is  still  unchanged  ; 
the  reprints  sell  for  a  very  trifling  sum  com- 
paratively, and  every  real  lover  of  stamps 
will  at  once  discriminate  between  the  worth- 
less reprint  and  the  almost  unattainable 
original  issue. 

THIRD   SERIES. 

Oblong  rectangle, 
printed  in  black  on 
coloured  paper;  Bri- 
tish above,  odiana 
below ;  POSTAGE  to 
the  left,  FOUR  cents 
on  the  right;  in  the 
centre,  a  ship  — 
barque  rigged — sail- 
ing to  the  right; 
DAM  us  PETiMUS  above,  QUE  vicissiM  below. 
On  deep  magenta. 
On  dark  azure  blue. 

These  stamps  are  engraved  on  wood,  and 
printed  in  the  colony;  a  sheet  or  so  only  was 
printed  on  blue,  to  replace  the  old  blue  4  c. 
upright  rectangle,  but  the  supply  of  blue 
paper  failing,  they  were  also  printed  on  pink 
paper,  the  shape  sufficiently  guarding  against 
confusion  with  the  former  issue.  The  circu- 
lation of  these  stamps  was  of  the  most  limited 
duration,  both  kinds  are  of  the  highest  degree 
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of  rarity;  few  indeed  are  the  happy  possessore 
of  either,  while  those  who  have  the  blue  may 
be  reckoned  twice  over  on  the  fingers  of 
one  hand,  and  may  be  congratulated  on  hav- 
ing probably  the  very  rarest  stamp  known 
to  collectors.  Two  English  collections,  it  is 
believed,  and  two  only,  boast  of  this  match- 
less blue ;  while  on  the  continent  a  specimen 
is  not  known  to  exist.  The  pink  is  also  of 
but  one  less  decree  of  rarity,  scarcely  known 
even  among  the  Slite  of  collections.  All 
stamps  of  this  issue,  which  the  writer  has 
ever  seen,  bear  an  initialed  signature,  in 
addition  to  the  usual  postmark.  In  their 
perfect  state  these  stamps  have  a  margin  of 
considerable  width. 

FOURTH   SERIES. 

1853.  Rectangle,  vessel  in  full  sail  to  left, 
in  oval,  bearing  the  motto  prefixed  to  this 
paper;  postage  above,  value  below,  bkitjsu 
to  lefti,  ouiana  to  right,  date  1853,  one  figure 
in  each  comer. 

1  cent        .       .       red  (vermilion). 
4  cents      .       .       blue  (azure). 

These  stamps  were  engraved  and  printed 
in  England,  the  die  is  well  executed,  and  the 
whole  appearance  of  the  stamp  is  fine  and 
artistic.  Proofs  in  black  of  both  values,  and 
in  red-brown  of  the  1  cent,  are  extant,  these 
show  well  the  beauty  of  the  engraving.  Un- 
happily, this  issue  has  also  lecn  reprinted, 
with  the  other  in  1864.  The  newly -printed 
stamps  are  perforated,  and  the  colours  are, — 
1  cent  light-red  (verging  on  orange). 
4  cents     light-blue  (bleu-du-ciel). 

Unused  specimens  of  the  original  issue 
are  very  scarce  ;  the  post-marked  copies 
known  usually  bear  the  date  1853  in  the 
defacing  mark. 

FIFTH    ISSUE. 

1860.  Rectangle,  vessel  in  full  sail  to 
right,  encircled  by  garter  bearing  the  motto 
above  mentioned,  ouiana  above,  value  below, 
BRITISH  to  left,  postage  to  right,  date  1860, 
one  figure  in  each  comer ;  coloured  impres- 
sion printed  on  white  paper. 

1  cent        .       .       rose-pink. 

1  cent        .       .       red-brown,  1862. 

1  cent        .       .       deep  brown,  1862. 

1  cent        .       .       black,  1863. 

2  cents       .       .       deep  orange. 

4  cents       .       .       blue  (a  dull  tint). 
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4  cents 

aza  re-blue,  1864. 

8  cents 
12  cents 
12  cents 

rose-pink. 

pearl-grey. 

lilac. 

12  cents 

maave. 

24  cents 
24  cents 

green. 

crreen,  a  bluer  sha 

The  colours  of  this  issue  vary  much;  a 
fresh  set  printed  in  1864,  showing  generally 
much  brighter  and  clearer  colours  through- 
out the  series.  There  exist  proofs  of  the 
1  cent  in  black  printed  on  thick  paper  which 
are  not  very  difficult  to  meet  with ;  besides 
tlie  thickness  of  the  paper,  the  care  of  the 
impression  and  the  absence  of  perforation 
will  prevent  the  proof  being  confounded 
with  the  stamp. 

The  stamps  of  this  iasae  are  correctly  de- 
scribed as  perforated,  but  copies  are  to  be 
found  which  do  not  bear  the  marks  oi  that 
process ;  copies  are  also  to  be  met  with  ob- 
literated with  the  word  Specimen^  in  red 
ink  printed  across  the  face ;  the  latter  are 
impressions,  as  their  name  imports,  struck  to 
show  the  die  and  the  proposed  stamp ;  they 
are  not  uncommon  and  ihe'w  value  is  by  no 
means  great.  The  changes  of  colour  of  the 
1  cent  as  above  detailed  are  singular ;  while 
it  stood  rose,  it  was  almost  identical  in  hue 
with  the  8  cents ;  the  red-brown  was  no  very 
permanent  hue,  and  was  not  the  contra^  de- 
sired ;  the  deep  brown  again  is  a  colour 
which  never  lasts  on  any  issue  of  stamps  for 
long;  why,  printers  and  ink  makers  best  can 
tell,  and  it  certainly  is  liable  to  be  simulated 
by  the  accidental  or  designed  changes  of 
other  tints.  Recourse  at  last  seems  to  have 
been  had  to  black,  at  first  of  a  greyish 
dusky  shade,  now  of  an  unmistakeable  deep 
hue,  and  this  last  expedient  really  seems  the 
best  under  the  circumstances  to  avoid  confu- 
sion in  the  value  of  the  series. 

PROVISIONAL   STAMPS. 

1 862.  These  stamps  so  well  known,  and  so 
commonly  catalogued  as  Newspaper  stamps, 
have  hardly  received  the  attention  they 
merited;  the  various  writers  seem  to  have 
assumed  that  a  complete  series  of  each 
variety  existed,  and  why  or  wherefore,  it 
seems  difficult  to  conceive,  but  most,  if  not 
all,  concur  in  describing  them  as  issued  for 
newspapers  only.     With  whom  the  original 


error  may  rest  it  is  impossible  now  to  say,  but, 
it  has  borne  a  goodly  crop,  and  caused  geneml 
misapprehension.    In  England,  Mount  Brown 
(fifth  edition,    fiage   10),   Dr    Gray   (third 
edition,  page  18),   and    Bellars  and   Davie 
(second  edition,  page   21),  may  be  named; 
while  abroad  Lallier,  Moens,  (English  edition, 
page  100),  and  Berger  Levrault  (page  92), 
participate  in  the  common  misunderstanding. 
The  real  history  of  the  issue  now  under  dis- 
cussion is  by  no  means  without  parallel  in 
the  aunaLs  of  postage  stamps.     In  the  year 
1862,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  monUi  of 
October  in  that  year,  the  supply  of  the  cur- 
rent 8tam{>s  of  1,  2,  and  4  cents  ran  short  in 
the  colony.     The  necessity  therefore  arose 
for  providing  some  substitute  till  the  fresh 
supply  arrived  from  England.    Tliese  stamps 
were  then  pnnted  for  immediate  xxae  in  the 
colony,  under  the  instructions  of  the  Post- 
master ;  they  were  of  the  three  values  above 
mentioned,  and  printed  as  under. 

1  cent  on  pink  paper. 

2  cents  on  yellow  paper. 

4  cents  on  deep-blue  paper. 
The  design  was  of  the  simplest,  consisting 
merely  of  the  words  buitish  to  lefV,  gcuxa 
above,  postagk  to  right,  with  value  beneath, 
printed  on  the  four  sides  of  a  rectangle ;  in 
most  cases  four  plain  lines  are  placed  within 
the  letters,  thus  forming  an  inner  reotangle. 
These  stamps  are  surrounded  by  borders 
of  diffi^rent  patterns,  printed  in  what  are 
called  types  d*  iinpmnerle,  moveable  types, 
which,  placed  in  the  press,  will  print  one  of 
the  continuous  fancy  patterns  used  some- 
times for  ornament  and  finish  by  printers;  and 
it  is  in  the  difference  of  pattern  in  these  bor- 
ders that  the  varieties  consist.  Before  being 
issued  for  circulation  the  initials  R*  M,  were 
signed  in  the  central  space  of  each  stamp, 
with  something  added  underneath  in  the 
same  hand- writing  which  is  not  deciphered. 
These  initials,  <&k3.,  were  written  by  an  em- 
ploy^ in  file  poet  office,  and  on  the  pink  are  in 
black  ink  ;  on  the  yellow,  in  red  ink ;  while 
on  the  blue,  they  appear  in  a  white  colour;  a 
result  perhaps  attained  by  some  chemical 
element  in  the  ink,  which  has  discharged 
the  original  blue  of  the  pi^ier.  The  stamps 
are  perforated,  or  rather  punctured  by  an 
instrument  the  French  call  a  roulette^  which 
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removes  no  piece  of  the  paper,  but  makes  a 
line  of  longitudinal  incisions  separated  by 
short  intervals,  so  tliat  the  stamps  are  easily 
separated.     The  stamps  were  adhesive. 

After  the  titmost  care  in  collating  and 
examining  every  specimen  to  be  obtained, 
the  writer  of  these  lines  has  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  no  authentic  copy  of  the 
4  cents  value  can  be  found  bearing  a  border 
of  the  same  identical  pattern  as  that  of  any 
of  the  1  or  2  cent  stamps,  and  that  it  is  a 
genera]  and  pervading  mistake  to  assert  that 
any  complete  set  of  all  three  values  with 
the  same  pattern  exists.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  the  varieties.  1  cent  pink,  and  2  cents 
yellow,  are  to  be  found  with  borders  of  the 
following  patterns. 

L     Pearls   [^^55555]    or  shaded 
balls.     (Moens,  plate  35,  type  4). 
Sprigs  (or  grapes)  fp^^S^S^ 


II. 


III. 


(Moens,  plate  36,  fype  6). 

fi 


Crossed  ovals  —  |  gi^efP'^^aaattgeap  | 
(Moens,  plate  35,  type  5).  (The  series 
of  this  pattern  with  tlie  end  of  the 
ovals  in  the  border  turned  upwards 
seems  forged.) 

While  the  blue  4  cents  is  only  to  be  foand  in 

rV.     Quarter  foils,  with  an  internal  quar- 

terfoil      |588Sg8BBSBB8iW6Sl     and  four 

small  lines  (Moens,  plute  36,  type  8, 

accurately  engraved). 

V.  Fleur-de-lis  (nearly  so)  commonly 
called  dotted  ovals  (Moens,  plate  36, 
type  7,  very  incorrectly  figured). 

VI.  A  fancy  pattern  quite  indescribable 
(Moens,  plate  54,  type  10,  inaccu- 
rately figured). 

A  complete  series  oi  the  trefoil  pattern  is 
often  seen;  it  is  figured  in  Moens  (plate  54, 
type  9),  but  is  altogether  fictitious.  The 
bright  colour  of  the  blue,  and  the  thinness 
of  the  paper  of  the  issue  are  in  themselves 
decisive ;  there  is  not  only  the  absence  of 
the  real,  but  the  presence  of  a  false  signa- 
ture in  the  centre,  which  reads  *  Nov.*  instead 
of  R.  M.,  the  forger  evidently  not  knowing 
how  to  read  the  genuine  initials.  A  curious 
proof  of  the  accuracy  of  some  of  the  above 
remarks  can  be  found  in  the  minute  discre- 
pancies to  bedetected  in  some  specimens.    The 


type  at  the  corner  of  the  2  cent  grapes,  num- 
ber II.,  either  slipped  from  the  frame  and  was 
replaced,  having  been  meantime  turned  so 
as  to  form  the  line  of  pattern  continuously 
with  the  other  side  to  that  it  before  joined ; 
or,  this  pattern  was  set  up  twice  and  this 
small  variation  occurred  between  the  two 
prints;  or,  another  probable  explanation 
may  be  given ;  the  printer  used  all  his  types 
of  one  pattern  for  the  pink  and  yellow 
papers,  and  this  difference  may  be  a  mere 
accidental  variation  between  two  adjoining 
stamps,  the  fact  of  the  puncturing  seems 
also  to  favour  the  idea  that  more  than  one 
copy  was  printed  on  a  sheet  at  the  same 
time.  Specimens  of  the  blue  4  cents,  num- 
ber IV.  are  known,  from  which  the  internal 
set  of  lines  are  omitted,  and  the  central 
space  only  defined  by  the  legend ;  while  no 
copy  of  number  V.  has  been  met  with  having 
these  lines.  It  is  very  likely  some  others 
may  exist  in  this  state. 

The  use  of  these  stamps  was,  as  before  ex- 
plained, for  general  postal  purposes,  to  which 
ordinary  stamps  of  the  same  values  were  appli- 
cable. The  writer  has  taken  specimens  of  the 
2  and  4  c.,  types  I.  and  VI.,  fVom  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  one  of  the  West  Indian  Isles,  and 
placed  between  two  common  12  cent  stamps, 
and  many  have  come  to  England  on  both 
letters  and  newspapers.  The  blue  are  rather 
less  common  than  the  other  colours,  but 
none  are  of  any  exceeding  rarity  or  value ; 
four,  or  at  the  most  five,  shillings  ought  to 
secure  a  good  copy  of  any  one  of  the  series. 
As  soon  as  the  fresh  supply  of  the  usual 
stamps  was  procured  these  were  immediately 
stippressed,  and  the  colonial  authorities  not 
regarding  this  issue  with  much  pride,  de- 
stroyed ^1  the  stock  then  existing. 

SIXTH   ISSUE. 

1863.  Rectangular  stamp,  printed  in 
colour,  on  white  paper,  perforated,  size  larger 
than  the  preceding. 

Device,  ship  in  a  circle  surrounded  by  the 
motto  of  the  colony,  beainng  the  date,  one 
figure  in  each  comer;  in  a  label  above 
B.  GUIANA,  and  in  a  similar  one  beneath  the 
word  CENTS,  prefixed  by  the  value  in  Roman 
numei*als.  This  issue  consists  of  three  values 
viz. : — 
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6  centa 

24  cents 

48  cents 

Various  shades  of  colour  may  be  found, — 
the  later  printed  reda  being  almost  a  deep 
carmine,  the  greens  also  differ  in  intensity, 
Tbe  design  of  this  issue  sIioivb  great  taste 
and  filfill,  but  it  seems  a  retro^resaiuu  to  go 
back  to  the  Roman  method  of  notation  aa  in 
this  issue,  and  the  8,  12,  and  24  cents  of  tlie 
18U0  series;  and  the  effect  of  the  two  sys- 
tems on  the  face  of  one  stamp  seems  rather 
incongruous  and  bizarre.  These  stamps  do 
not  seem  to  come  over  in  any  great  abun- 
dance, and  their  nominal  values,  at  least 
the  two  higher  ones,  one  shillinj;  and  two 
shillings,  keep  them  comparatively  scarce. 
Proofs  on  card  board  of  these  dieH  in  black 
do  exist,  and  the  writer  has  one  (the  six 
cents)  now  before  him:  they  were  only  pri- 
vately strnclc  to  judge  of  the  effect  of  the 
engraving,  and  are  of  excessive  rarity. 

Messrs.  Waterlow  and  Sons  are  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  fifth  and  sijtth  issues,  which 
are  printed  in  London,  and  are  exported 
ready  for  nse  in  the  colony. 

NEWLY-ISSUED  OR  INKDITED 
STAMPS. 
Th  E  institntion  of  postage  stampx  not  having 
been  designed  for  the  grntifiealion  of  col- 
lectors and  convenience  of  timbrographists, 
it  is  no  marvel  that  postal  issues  are  not 
contrived  so  as  to  give  us  the  benefit  of  a 

the  earlier  part  of  the  year  we  had  the 
greater  part  of  our  cake  at  once,  and  our 
readers  must  content  themselves  for  the  pre- 
sent with  a  few  stray  crumbs. 

In  default  of  a  worthier  claimant  for  first 
notice  we  must  introduce  another  Unit«d 
States  private  speculation.  It  is  large-sized, 
rectangular,  black  on  deep  orange.  Above 
ia  Johnson's  frke  p.  o.  box  ;  .bjlovr,  u.  s. 
pkbs't.  n°-  7  n.  10"  ST.,  philab'a,  1865 ;  left 
and  right,  pbihter,  pudlisiieb,  asd  stationkh, 
A  profile  head  of  the  late  President  Lincoln 
adorns  the  centre. 

A  French  label  has  been  forwarded  to  us 
for  inspection  nnder  assurance  of  being 
really  a  postage  stamp.      We   cannot  take 


upon  ourselves  to  pronounce  what  it  is ;  but 
we  think,  as  will  bo  clear  from  the  descrip- 
tion, we  are  competent  b)  say  what  it  is  aoL 
It  is  a  ret!tarigle,  not  so  large  as  the  speci- 
men  just  described,  but  larger  than  the 
generality  of  postals.  The  impression  it 
blue  on  a  yellowish  tint,  but  the  legend  is  in 
perfectly  white  eharaclers.  A  spread  eagle 
turning  to  the  right,  holding  thunderbolt!^,  and 
surmonnted  by  an  imperial  crown,  occupies 
the  greater  part  of  the  stamp  in  a  rectangu- 
lar held.  The  frame  has  tiubue  imi-euul 
ab  ive,  20  cen.  below,  akticles  d'arqent  on 
the  left,  and  vae.el'rs  coiees  on  the  right. 
Silver  articles  would  seem  too  heavy  for 
20  centimes  to  prepay  their  freight,  and  the 
value  being  marked  or  registered  is  no  proof 
of  the  label's  employment  for  strictly  postal 
purposes. 

Proofs  of  the  new  series  of  stamps  f(»r 
Mexico  lie  before  as.  They  are  very  similar 
to  the  original  set  for  that  countrv,  the 
designer  having  reverted  to  the  original 
head  of  the  priest,  Hidalgo.  Ue  ha«4,  how- 
ever, greatly  improved  upon  his  model  bodi 
in  design  and  execution.  The  bust  ig  en- 
cli  sed  in  an  oval,  ornamented  on  the  exterior 
with  graceful  scroll  work;  coRKtos  mfmOO 
above,  and  tbe  value  below. 

iTke  stamps  are  four  in  nam- 
ber  only,  no  half-real  ap- 
pearing as  yet,  Tbey  are 
perforated,  and  impressed 
in  colour  on  white.  One 
real,  red  ;  two  reals,  blue  ; 
four  reals,  brown ;  and  one 
peso — a  novel  denomination 
for  Mexico,— black.  This  last  is  er.gntved 
aa  a  specimen. 

A  correspondent  forwards  a  very  unpre- 
tentious specimen,  with  the  information  that 
it  franks  newspapers  from  Sau  Francisco 
to  New  York,  on  Wells,  Fai^,  &  Co.'s 
envelopes,  adding  that  when  tbe  newspaper 
is  transmitted  to  England,  the  stamp  in 
question  is  covered  with  the  common  2 
cents  United  States.  This  deseriptiou  seems 
rather  cloudy,  but  must  do  till  we  receive 
fuller  information,  Tbe  stamp  is  rectangu- 
lar, inscribed  u.  a.  postage  prepaid  bt  THI 
QUARTER,  in  red  on  white. 

We   are  also    favoured    by  a    lady    witli 
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the  sight  of  an  individual,  most  probablj' 
American  likewise.  It  has  been  mtlileesly 
cut,  but  appenrs  to  have  been  origiotdly 
reslcng^lar.  A  falt-fai-ed  portrait  occupies 
tiie  central  circle,  two  ckst  above,  and 
STAHF  below;  perlbrated,  impreBsion  black 
on  white.  The  engraving  is  SQperior  to 
moiit  of  the  local  United  States  emanations, 
and  rather  bespeaks  a  government  oiigin. 
A  specimen  of  the  Frankfort  stamp  has  also 
been  Bent  ns,  and  is  fuJIy  descrilwd  in  the 
curreepondence. 

We  have  just  received  dii-eet  from  Vene- 
mela  some  of  the  La  Ounira  stamps,  and 
obi«rve  some  diBcrepnncy  between  them  and 
what  we  received  on  a  former  occasion.  In 
both  tbe  green  2  reales,  and  the  red  ^  real, 
the  white  ground  is  much  more  distinct ; 
thecjlours  too  vary,  the  green  being  much 
paler,  and  the  red  more  of  a  rose  tint. 
Moreover,  tbe  perforations,  in  lien  of  being 
small  round  boles  not  BuSiciently  close  to 
allow  of  the  stamps  being  separated  without 
great  risk  of  being  torn,  are  almost  sundered 
by  regular  Vandykes.  We  got  none  of  the 
\  real  bine,  or  2  realee  orange,  though  we 
requested  to  have  all  the  cnrrent  series. 

Another  contributor  transmits  a  label 
similar  in  shape  to  the  ninepenny  UanritiuB 
eovelope,  supposing  tbe  four  lower  sides  to 
be  rounded  uiT  into  one.  It  is  chocolate 
coloured,  and  bears  a  crown,  one  penny  and 
CAPE  Of  GOOD  HOPE,  all  in  white  relief,  as  is 
also  a  line  following  the  six-sided  border. 
We  shall  be  glad  of  information  respecting 
this  and  the  other  novelties  alluded  to  in  the 
pesent  paper. 

The  i  paras  of  Moldo-Wallachia  is  now 
printed  orange  coloured.  The  sixpenny 
ADgUsh,  unlike  tbe  shilling  and  threepenny, 
is  rather  improved  in  appearance  by  the 
recent  alteration.  Besides  tbe  magnibed 
letters  and  blocks  in  each  corner,  below  the 
upper  two  are  small  stars  in  a  circle,  and 
above  the  lower  ones,  small  figures  also  in 
circles  (5  in  the  specimens  before  us). 
Extending  from  asterisk  to  figure  is  an 
engine  turned  ornamentation. 

Messrs.  Young  &,  Stockall  and  our  own 
publishers  are  now  using  stamped  envelopes 
of  all  values,  after  the  manner  of  Messrs. 
Smith,  Elder,  &  Co. ;  Grindlay  &  Co.,  &o. 


SKETCHES  OF  THE  LESS-KNOWN 
STAMP  COUNTRIES. 

BIT     DR.     C.     W.     VISEB,     A.M. 

ISLE  OF  REUNION. 

This    African    island   of  many  names    was 

discovered    by    the    Portuguese    navigator 


Mascarenhas  in  1545,  and  by  him  taken 
possession  of  in  the  name  of  John  lY.,  bis 
sovereign.  Though  beautiful  and  fertile  it 
vaa  totally  devoid  of  human  inhabitants, 
and  never  having  been  colonized  by  any  of 
the  nation  of  its  first  visitors,  remained  so  for 
nearly  a  century,  when  Pronis,  agent  of  the 
French  East  Indian  company  at  Madagascar, 
appropriated  it  on  the  part  of  the  king  of 
France,  and  named  it  Mascareigne,  from  its 
original  discoverer. 

Its  first  colonists  were  about  a  dozen  exiles 
or  convicts  who  were  united  to  a  consign- 
ment of  Madi^fascarnegresses,  and  reinforced 
by  a  few  pirates.  This  unpromising  stock 
nevertheless,  fell  into  habits  of  regularity  by 
degrees,  for  the  simple  reason  that  no 
individual  was  rich  enough  to  tempt  the 
cupidity  of  another;  and  a  few  years  after, 
M.  de  Flacourt,  the  successor  of  Pronis, 
more  ceremoniously  renewed  the  French 
occupation  of  the  isle,  and  gave  its  second 
appellation  Bourbon. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  first  revolution 
tbe  name  of  Bonrbon  was  abolished  and 
Reunion  substituted.  Under  the  consular 
g.ivernment  it  was  known  by  the  alias  of 
Bonaparte  Island,  and  another  whim  be< 
stowed  during  the  Empire  a  fifth  designation. 
Napoleon  Isle.  On  the  restoration  of  tbe 
Bourbons  in  I8I5  it  reverted  to  its  second 
title,  and  afler  tbe  revolution  of  1848  was 
finally  renamed  Reunion. 

If  we  may  credit  tbe  French  chroniclers, 
the  descendants  of  so  unpromising  a  slock 
in  the  course  of  a  century  had  become  a 
realization  of  the  fables  of  tbe  golden  age. 
Doors  were  seldom  closed  and  bolta  and  locks 


106 


THE  STAMP-COLLECrrOR'S  MAGAZINE.        [July  1,  1865. 


unknowu  in  the  island.  The  usual  cashboxes 
of  the  simple-minded  inhabitants  were  small 
tortoiseshell  bowls  in  an  exposed  situation. 
Such  was  the  general  hospitality  of  the 
island,  that  it  might  be  traversed  irom  end 
to  end  without  possession  of  the  smallest 
coin! 

It  is  represented  as  blest  with  one  of  the 
finest  climates  in  the  world.  To  use  the 
words  of  M.  Victor  Charlier — if  one  wished 
to  erect  anywhere  a  temple  to  physical 
health,  it  should  be  there;  then  might 
vessels  disembark  their  sick,  and  few  cases 
would  be  so  desperate  as  not  to  be  speedily 
ameliorated,  without  physic  or  physician,  by 
the  mere  sojourn  in  so  enchanting  and 
salubrious  a  spot !  In  this  glowing  panegyric, 
of  course,  such  slight  drawbacks  as  insects 
and  hurricanes  are  totally  ignored. 

The  charm  of  variety  is  certainly  obtain* 
able  by  a  sojourner  there,  for  the  cultivated 
land  does  not  extend  above  five  or  six  miles 
from  the  sea.  Here  groyv  maize,  mandive, 
sweet  potatoes,  ignames,  haricots,  mangos, 
mangotteens,  strawberries,  grapes,  plantains, 
pine  and  custard-apples,  vanille,  chocolate, 
coffee,  cinnamon,  and,  in  great  perfection, 
sugar.  The  interior  is  scarcely  inhabited, 
nor  is  it  likely  to  be,  on  account  of  the 
sterility  of  the  soil.  A  large  tract  of  ground 
is  covered  by  volcanic  rocks,  the  debris 
of  former  and  the  craters  of  more  recent 
eruptions.  The  comparatively  large  space 
termed  the  Orand^pays  brule^  or  burnt  grounri, 
is  covered  with  lava  like  a  vast  cuirass  of 
metfdlic  brilliancy,  glittering  beneath  the 
sun's  rays,  warm  enough  to  scorch  the  feet 
of  travellers,  and  sharp  enough,  when 
trampled  on,  to  wear  out  the  strongest  soles. 

The  inhabitants  number,  perhaps,  1 20,000, 
more  than  a  moiety  of  whom  are  slaves. 
Its  extreme  length  is  about  40  miles.  We 
may  conclude  the  geographical  portion  of 
our  sketch  with  the  astounding  information, 
given  on  the  authority  of  the  English 
Encyclopedia,  that  the  shortest  days  in  the 
year  are  two^  namely  June  12  and  December 
12! 

Very  misty  ideas  with  regard  to  the  stamp 
or  stamps  (if  any)  of  this  island  were  a  long 
time  prevident  in  the  timbrophilic  world. 
The  earlier  editions    both   of   Moeas*   and 


Mount  Brown's  catalogues  gave  one  only, 
the  30  centimes  black  on  green  paper.  It  is 
evident  that  a  few,  but  very  few,  of  these 
rarities  were  to  be  seen  in  continental  collec- 
tions, but  so  discoloured  that  it  was  difficult 
to  ascertain  their  normal  hue.  As  fiir  as  we 
can  ascertain,  the  15  centimes  is  quite  a 
modem  revival,  not  being  noticed  by  Moens 
in  his  manual  so  lately  as  1863.  The  en- 
gravings we  give  sufficiently  portray  the 
curious  and  unusual  design  of  these  long- 
doubted  and  mysterious  individuals.  The 
date  of  issue  is  given  by  Moens  and  Mount 
Brown  as  being  1862,  but  Berger  LevraoH, 
with  more  probability  and  doubtless  on  good 
authority,  adds  half  a  score  years  to  their 
antiquity. 

What  we  can  gather  of  their  origin  is 
this, — that  the  governor  of  the  time,  who- 
ever he  was,  like  his  co-eqnal  of  New  Cale- 
donia, on  his  own  responsibility  created  the 
two  stamps  in  question.  They  are  both 
print-ed  in  black  on  bluish  paper,  and,  as  we 
remarked  above,  if  found  otherwise  tinted  it 
must  have  arisen  fVom  age  or  accident. 

They  were  formed  by  means  of  soioe  small 
ornamental  dies,  common  in  all  printing 
offices,  and  usually  employed  for  stamping 
book  covers ;  in  the  same  way  as  the  large 
figure  impressions  of  Honolulu  and  the 
provisional  labels  of  British  Guiana  were 
struck  offl  With  due  regard  to  this,  the 
veritable  Reunions  may  be  distinguished 
fi^ora  the  numerous  counterfeits. 

We  have  not  ourselves  ever  been  privi- 
leged to  examine  any  considerable  number 
of  the  true  and  untrue  of  these  impressions 
together,  but  are  assured  by  those  who  have, 
that  the  great  regularity  of  form  in  the 
former  could  not  be  attained  by  any  ordinary 
means  from  lithography  or  engraving.  On 
similar  authority,  we  learn  that  among 
several  specimens  may  be  remarked  slight 
diff^erences  resulting  from  the  position  of  the 
small  ornaments.  For  instance,  the  baUs 
forming  the  inner  border  of  tiie  15  centimes 
label  have  the  lines  of  shadows  in  some 
specimens  turned  towards  the  left,  whereas 
in  others  they  fall  towards  the  margin  as  if 
the  light  were  in  the  centre.  There  is  a 
discrepancy  also  sometimes  in  the  two  small 
points  ntarking  the  abbreviation  TtHB: 
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As  might  reaBonably  be  expected  from  the 
t}xtreme  rarity  of  these  stamps  the  imitations 
are  numerous,  and  more  or  less  &ithful; 
some  are  printed  on  a  close  copy  of  the 
original  paper,  others  are  deep  blue,  grey^ 
or,  following  the  early  catalogues  as  guides, 
green. 

Although  these  stamps  were  some  years 
in  use  they  have  now  become  perfectly 
unattainable.  With  the  exception  of  a  very 
infinitesimal  minority  of  philatelists,  col- 
lections whose  owners  do  not  condescend  to 
content  themselves  with  the  best  fac-similes 
cannot  boast  of  containing  even  one  of  ihesQ 
singularities,  notwithstanding  the  countless 
epistles,  some  of  them  glaring  with  most 
illiistrions  signatures,  addressed  to  the 
governor  and  the  postal  officials  of  the  isle. 
The  reply,  more  or  less  courteously  worded, 
according  to  the  rank  of  the  recipient,  is 
always,  alas!  to  the  same  disappointing 
effect — that  the  stamps  are  suppressed,  and 
in  spite  of  every  research  not  one  solitary 
individual  can  be  met  with. 

One  of  these  replies,  signed  by  a  func- 
tionary who  was  for  several  years  poatmaster 
of  St.  Denis  the  chief  town  of  the  island, 
and  sent  to  a  zealous  Parisian  collector, 
giver  the  intelligence  that  during  the  five  or 
six  years'  duration  of  the  stamps  of  Reunion, 
about  8  frajics  worth  were  sold  in  his  office, — 
that  is  to  say,  something  like  a  dozen  per 
annnm,  on  an  average,  in  the  capital ! 

The  paucity  of  purchasers  is  to  be  ac- 
counted for  from  the  fact  that  the  labels 
were  not  supplied  with  adhesive  gum ;  and 
as  each  individual  had  not  always  the  means 
of  fixing  them  on  his  letter,  from  the  great 
difficulty  of  preserving  gum  or  paste  in 
a  Hquid  state  in  so  warm  a  climate,  pre- 
payment at  the  post-office  was  found,  on  the 
whole,  to  be  most  convenient. 

At  last — tell  it  not  in  Gath  ! — as  these 
i^jparently  valneless  bits  of  paper  seemed 
only  in  the  way,  a  general  holocaust  was 
decided  on.  The  innocents  were  collected 
from  all  parts,  and  mercilessly  consigned  to 
the  flames !  What  treasures  for  ever  lost  to 
the  timbrophilic  community ! 

Immediately  after  this  catastrophe,  the 
institution  of  a  uniform  series  of  stamps  for 
the  French  Colonies  prevented  the  cnance 


of  a  re-issue  of  these  now  for  ever  defunct 
curiosities. 

Comparatively  few  as  were  the  missives  on 
which  any  of  these  stamps  had  been  attached, 
it  is  likely  that  some  numbers  might  have 
been  found  on  old  letters,  were  it  not  for 
another  circumstance  to  which  their  great 
scarcity  may  be  attributable.  It  appears 
that  unless  papers  are  preserved  with  the 
greatest  care  in  hermetically  sealed  metal 
cases,  they  are  sure  to  be  devoured  by  an 
insect  called  hakerlac  in  the  island,  and 
which  is  a  large  variety  of  the  genus  Blatta. 

Cockroach  and  fire  their  fury  pour 
With  ra^  that  is  not  puny,  on 

The  luckless  stamps  now  seen  no  more 
In  Bourbon's  isle,  Reunion. 


THE  CONNELL  STAMP. 

In  our  last  number  we  inserted  without 
comment,  an  article  on  the  above  stamp, 
which  appeared  in  the  Stamp-Collector's 
Record  (Albany  N.  Y.)  ;  we  now  feel  it  our 
duty  to  lay  before  our  readers  a  *  smart,'  but 
apparently  well-grounded  contradiction  of 
the  statements  it  contains,  extracted  from 
the  colamns  of  the  StwmjhCoUector's  MmUhly 
Gazette  (New  Brunswick),  and  to  which  we 
have  elsewhere  referred.  After  transcribing 
the  article  in  question,  the  writer  continues : 
'  Comment  on  the  above  will  be  altogether 
unnecessary  to  any  of  our  readers  who  are 
at  all  acquainted  with  the  real  facts  of  the 
case ;  it  is  quite  enoagh  merely  to  place  it 
before  them,  and  they  will  at  once  perceive 
the  vein  of  misrepresentation  and  untruth 
which  pervades  and — we  might  safely  say — 
comprises  the  whole. 

*  For  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  not  be 
very  well  posted  iif  the  true  circumstances 
of  the  affair,  a  few  ren^arks  may  not  be 
amiss. 

*  Well,  in  the  first  place,  the  writer  of  the 
strange  medley  of  humbug  and  bosh,  states 
that  in  1861  Mr.  Chas.  Connell,  *'a  gentleman 
Tenowned  alike  for  his  integrity,  genius,  and 
benevolence,''  was  Post-master-general  of 
New  Brunswick,  and  as  a  remarkable  proof 
of  his  said  "  genius,''  he  actually  discovered 
that  the  stamps  of  the  province  were  '*  sus- 
ceptible of  improvement."  Now  it  will  be 
remembered  that  it  was  about  this  time  that 
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the  decimal  currency  was  introduced  into 
New  Brunswick,  and  the  old  system  of 
reckoning  by  £  s.  d.  done  away  with.  A 
large  quantity  of  specie  was  ordered  from 
England,  consisting  of  one,  five,  ten,  and 
twenty  cent  pieces,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  change.  Our  "unsightly  labels*' 
were  three  in  number,  viz.,  a  threepenny, 
sixpenny,  and  a^  one-shilling  stamp.  One 
would  think  that  it  would  not  require  a 
very  large  stock  of  "genius"  to  discover  that 
a  set  of  stamps,  representing  cents  instead 
of  pence,  would  now  be  needed.  The  gifted 
writer  then  goes  on  to  show  how  Mr.  C.'s  in- 
genuity was  set  forth  in  "  putting  a  difiPerent 
design  on  each  stamp,'*  for  example,  a  locomo- 
tive on  one,  a  portrait  of  Queen  Victoria  on 
another,  &c.  But  as  a  mark  of  his  own  ap- 
preciation of  the  great  services  rendered  to 
his  country,  he  conceived  the  wondrously 
brilliant  idea  of  having  engraved  on  the  5  c. 
stamp  a  delineation  of  his  "own  honest  coun- 
tenance." 

*  Our  talented  friend  then  proceeds  to  in- 
form his  readers  how  it  was  that  these 
stamps  were  not  allowed  to  be  used,  and 
imparts  to  us  a  little  piece  of  information 
which  has,  at  least,  the  merit  of  being  en- 
tirely original.  His  account  of  the  "  mass 
meeting,"  which  he  says  was  held  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  the  popular  indigna- 
tion of  the  public  with  the  Post-master- 
general  in  his  high-handed  act,  has  not 
one  word  of  truth  in  it;  no  such  event 
ever  took  place,  and  therefore  his  silly 
prating  about  political  opponetitsj  and  the 
request  to  resign,  is  altogether  unfounded.  As 
for  the  fumes  of  "  whisky,"  they  exist  only 
in  the  muddled  brain  of  the  author  of  the 
story.  * 

*  The  facts  of  the  matter  are  simply  the.se : 
when  this  celebrated  stamp  was  issued,  the 
attention  of  the  government  was  at  once 
called  to  it,  and  it  very  properly  ordered 
Mr.  Connell  to  stop  the  issuing  of  them.  The 
worthy  Post-master-general  then  declared 
that  if  the  command  was  enforced  he  would 
resign ;  it  was,  and  he  did.  And  there  is 
the  truth  of  the  matter. 

'  The  wisdom  of  the  New  Brunswick  go- 
vernment in  their  course  is  too  apparent  to 
need  any  comment.     Were  such  an  unusual 


precedent  as  that  of  Mr.  Connell's  once  suf- 
fered to  be  established,  it  is  hard  to  say  where 
it  might  end.  In  a  short  time  his  term  of 
office  would  have  expired,  and  then  moat 
likely,  some  other  individual  would  have 
taken  his  place,  and  it  can  scarcely  be  sup- 
posed that  his  successor  would  possess  such 
a  high  opinion  of  Mr.  Connell's  career 
of  usefulness  as  to  allow  "  his  honest  coun- 
tenance "  any  longer  to  grace  the  stamp,  if 
he  could  help  it.  It  is  not  at  all  unlikely 
that  Mr.  Connell's  successor  would  try  to 
have  it  removed,  and  his  own  substituted  in 
its  place. 

*  We  are  next  informed  that  Mr.  C.  got  so 
terribly  disgusted  with  the  people,  and  the 
government,  and  every  body  else,  that  he 
"  retired  at  once  and  forever  from  the  politi- 
cal arena."  Again  the  writer  has  blundered 
most  surprisingly.  In  1861,  the  very  year 
that  he  resigned  his  office,  he  again  offered 
himself  as  a  candidate  at  the  general  elec- 
tion ;  he  was  defeated,  however,  and  returned 
to  private  life,  although  not  "once  and 
forever,"  for  when  the  election  again  took 
place,  he  again  came  forward,  was  returned, 
and  now  represents  Carleton  County  in  the 
House  of  Assembly.  So  much  for  the  relia- 
bility of  this  account.' 

REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Tlie  Stamp'GoUectar's  MotUldy  Oazetie.  St 
John,  New  Brunswick  :  Oeorge  Stewart, 
Jun. 

The  start  of  another  periodical  in  the  &r 
west  devoted  to  the  interests  of  philatelism, 
should  be  an  object  of  congratulation  to  our 
now-extended  community,  proving,  as  it  does, 
not  only  the  non-decadence  but  the  wide 
spread  of  the  fantasy.  As  respects  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  publication,  the 
four  pages  of  letter-press  sent  us  for  review, 
as  No.  I,  are  insufficient  for  a  fair  criterion. 
The  editor  fills  the  first  page  with  the  infor* 
mation  of  his  good  intentions.  He  says  he 
was  wanted,  and  *  he  came,'  evidently  rank- 
ing himself  as  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place;  though,  as  the  Dean  of  Canterbniy 
has  it,  it  would  be  difficult  to  tell  how  a 
right  man  could  be  in  a  wrong  place.  He 
also  very  judiciously  tells  us,  that  he  intends 
giving  a  synopsis  of  the  contents  of  other 
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timbrophilio  pericMiicals  every  month  ;  in 
plain  words,  he  purposes  the  copious  use  of 
the  editor's  sheet-anchor — scissors. 

Much  more  than  another  page  is  filled 
with  a  long  tirade  against  an  article  which 
appeared  in  the  Albimy  magazine,  and  which 
was  quoted  in  our  last  month's  number :  we 
mean  that  on  the  Connell  stamp.  He  re- 
produces the  whole,  and  then  cuts  it  up 
secundum  artein,  with  no  small  amount  of 
ranconrous  irony.  He  might,  however,  as 
the  word  *  susceptible  *  appears  rightly  spelt 
in  the  original,  have  forborne  to  mis-spell  it 
in  his  own  remarks.  We  may  add  that  his 
compositor,  or  reader,  or  some  one  else,  has 
much  to  answer  for  in  orthographic  slips. 
Two  remarks  in  the  United  States  journal- 
ist's paper  appear  to  have  excited  especial 
ire :  his  styling  New  Brunswick  an  '  obscure 
colony,'  and  his  giving  the  New  Bruns- 
wickers  the  credit  of  taking  too  much 
whisky !  As,  however,  we  have  reprinted 
the  greater  part  of  the  article  in  question, 
our  readers  can  judge  for  themselves  as  lo 
its  merit. 

Notices  of  new  stamps,  postal  chit-chat, 
advertisements,  Ac,  fill  the  remaining  space, 
and  altogether  the  publication  is  well  worth 
the  modest  sum  of  five  cents  at  which  it  is 
rated.  With  every  wish  for  its  success,  we 
commend  it  to  the  notice  and  patronage  of 
the  world  of  postal  amateurs. 

POSTAL   CHIT-CHAT. 

The  Confederate  PosTM.i8TER-oENERAL,  Mr.  Regan, 
was  captured  with  President  Davis. 

Thousands  op  the  Three-halfpenny  English 
were  made,  but  the  Bill  for  a  three-halfpenny  rate  waa 
rejected  at  the  last  moment,  and  so  they  were  never  used. 

In  Richmond  a  Confederate  3000-dollar  bond  is  worth 
fire  cents ;  will  some  mathematician  iaYOur  us,  pro  rtUiOy 
with  the  value  of  the  CV>iifederate  2  cents  stamp  .^—6*<aiwj9- 
ColUetor*9  Record, 

Another  instance  op  the  veritt  of  the  old  saw 
that  we  must  go  abroad  to  hear  news  of  home,  is  exempli- 
fied in  the  communication  of  a  correspondent  from  the 
&r-distant  West,  who  dates  from  the  AppalUchians,  in 
which  he  informs  the  editor  of  a  Parisian  journal  that  a 
^London  Timbrolog:ical  Society*  is  in  process  of  formation. 

Providence,  Rhode  Island,  Post-office  6  c.  Stamp. 
—It  is  not  gent-rally  known  that  this  stamp  was  issued  by 
the  P.  0.  Department  and  by  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  in  the  year  1846.  iTie  pUte  is  still  preserved  by 
the  authorities  of  Providence,  and  may  be  seen  in  the 
State  Library  in  that  city. —Stamp- ColUctor^s  lUeotd, 
Albany  {N.r.) 


Thrrb  black  lines  and  the  inscription  in  type,  pat. 
NOV.  20,  1855,  are  printed  on  the  interior  of  the  3  cents 
small  oral  U.  S.  envelope  on  white  and  on  buff  paper. 
All  the  obsolete  envelopes  are  watermarked  witn  the 
letters  *P.  0.  D.  U.  8.'  (Post-office  Department,  United 
States),  repeated  in  different  parts  of  the  paper  apparently 
without  design. 

Pomrroy's  Express.  —  Information  regarding  this 
being  desired  by  the  British  journalists,  we  beg  to  state 
that  Pomeroy*8  stamps  were  issued  in  1849,— the  large 
one  for  delivery  of  laii^e  parcels,  the  small  one  for  letters. 
Pomeroy's  express,  now  defunct,  was  merged  in  the 
American  Express  Company,  but  was  in  its  day  a  well- 
known  institution.  The  proprietor,  G.  Pomeroy,  resides 
at  present  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  The  stamps  were  engraved 
bv  Qavit,  now  vice-president  of  the  American  Bank  Not© 
Oompany.-~StaiHP'Oollteiot*$  Beeordf  Albany  {N.Y.) 

Proof  Stamps. — Before  stamps  are  printed,  it  is  usual 
to  take  off  from  the  plate  one  or  more  impressions  on 
common  paper,  and  in  ink  of  a  different  colour  m>m  those  in 
which  the  stamps  are  officially  used,  to  see  if  the  plates 
are  in  a  condition  to  print,  so  that  none  but  perfect 
stamps  should  bo  issued,  and  that  the  government  may 
not  be  cheated  by  these  prior  impressions  being  used  as 
postage  stamps.  Such  impressions  of  an  unusual  colour 
nave  been  called  *  proofs,*  they  are  so  in  a  printer's  use  of 
the  word  but  not  in  that  of  a  collector  of  engravings. — 
Dr.  Grafts  Itlmtrated  Catalogue. 

The  Weight  of  a  Stamp.— The  other  day,  says  a 
Paris  correspondent,  a  gentleman  wrote  a  letter  for 
Brighton,  weighed  it,  and  found  it  the  exact  weight.  He 
then  put  on  the  stamp,  which  tuilied  the  scale,  and  sent 
the  letter  to  the  post  by  the  concierge.  Concierge  gave  it 
to  the  post-office  clerk,  who  weigned  it  again:  *Over 
weight. — *  Impossible ! '  said  the  little  cobbler,  *  impos- 
sible ;  I  watched  monsieur  weigh  it  before  he  put  on  the 
stamp.' — 'Then  the  stamp  has  made  the  overweight. 
You  must  put  on  another.* — *  Ah,  joker ! '  said  the  cobbler, 
*  that  would  make  it  heavier ;  *  so  he  took  the  letter  back, 
and  missed  the  post — of  course  to  the  delight  of  his 
master. 

Thb  United  States  Post-office  in  Virginia.— 
The  parifiiation  of  Vii^nia  has  been  closely  followed  by 
the  re-establishment  of  Federal  authority  within  that 
state,  and  by  an  executive  order  made  for  that  purpose, 
from  which  the  following  extract  has  been  made,  the 
reader  will  see  that  amongst  other  things  the  United 
States  Post-office  has  been  re-opened  in  the  lately  rebel- 
lious state.  '  Fourth.  That  the  postmaster-general 
shall  proceed  to  establish  post-offices  and  post-routes,  and 
put  into  execution  the  postal  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  said  state,  giving  to  XoyaX  residents  the  prefe- 
rence of  appointment ;  Wit  if  suitable  persons  are  not 
found,  Uien  to  appoint  agents,  &c.,  from  other  states.' 

Turkish  Stamp  Nu.meral«.— The  valuesof  the  Turkish 
stamps,  10  paras,  1, 2,  6,  and  25  piastres,  being  in  Turkish, 
not  in  Arabic  characters,  may  not  be  easily  perceived  by 
new  collectors,  for  whose  benefit  we  propose  to  give  some 
explanation  of  them.  The  number  1  is  represented  by  a 
kind  of  comma,  thus  ^  ;  the  number  2  by  two  commas  at 
right  angles,  thus  ^  ;  and  5  by  a  circle  o .  To  make  10, 
a  dot,  to  represent  a  0,  is  added  to  the  comma,  thus  >• ; 
and  the  dot  added  to  the  figure  2  makes  20,  X*-  ^t  the 
highest  stamp-number,  is  made  by  adding  the  figure  6  to 
the  2,  thus  ^o .  In  the  old  issue  the  value  was  given  in 
a  circle  under  the  crescent  and  in  the  centre  of  the 
ornament  beneath,  in  the  new  issue  the  value  forms  the 
comer  ornament. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

ESSAYS  OR  NO  ESSAYS?— THAT  IS  THE 

QUESTION. 

To  fh4  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.* 

Sir,— Mr.  Hill,  in  his  valuable  letter  in  the  June 
number  of  the  manusine.  denied  the  right  of  the  Prince 
Albert  stamps  to  be  called  essays,  on  a  new  ground, 
namely,  that  they  were  *  never  made  by  any  department 
of  the  Government.*  Of  course  he  would,  for  the  same 
reason,  condemn  the  majority  of  the  stamps  now  known 
as  essays,  but  his  definition  seems  to  me  to  be  really  too 
narrow.  Together  with  trial  stamps,  manufacturcKl  by 
order  of  the  government,  I  think  that  stamps  which  are 
really  offered  to  the  post  officials,  in  reply  to  a  reauest  for 
the  tender  of  designs,  are  also  entitled  to  be  oallea  essays. 
This  I  say,  not  in  defence  of  Mr.  Bums'  proteget^  which 
I  consider  unworthy  the  titie  for  other  reasons,  but  with 
the  design  that  collectors  may  really  come  to  some  decision 
as  to  what  are  and  what  are  not  essays. 

With  aU  respect  for  your  experience  and  knowledge  in 
postal  matten,  I  beg  to  submit  that  the  stamps  described  in 
your  last  *  Newly-issued '  articl^  as  having  been  proposed  for 
San  Marino  ana  Moldo-Wallacnia,  and  also  those  for  Boli- 
Tia,  have  not  been  proved  to  be  anything  more  than  an  en- 
graver's speculations.  Before  they  are  accepted  as  any- 
thing better,  I  think  that  it  ought*  first  to  be  proved  tliat 
they  ever  were  asked  for  by,  or  offered  to  the  governments 
of  the  respective  states  named.  You  state  tnat  the  San 
Marino  '  essays  *  were  *  proposed  *  in  1864, — but  who  pro- 
posed them  ?  You  also  suppose  that  the  reason  of  the 
non-adoption  of  the  Molao-Wallachian  *  essays'  was 
because  'the  designer  was  destitute  of  the  necessary 
friend  at  court ;' — but  was  the  designer  himself  ever  at 
Prince  Couza's  court,  or  did  he  ever  send  his  inventions 
to  Prince  Couza's  postmaster  ?  If,  as  you  assert,  the  San 
Marino  essays  really  were  proposed  in  1864,  it  is  some- 
whAt  strange  that  the}'  were  not  heard  of  before.  At 
the  present  time  every  timbro-postal  rumour  is  eagerly 
spread,  yet  not  a  word  was  whispered  of  the  intention  of 
^in  Marino  to  issue  stamps;  indeed,  according  to  your 
lately-published  account  of  the  *  donkey  post'  to  the  town 
of  San  Marino,  it  would  appear  that  the  republic  hardly 
potaesset  more  than  the  rudiments  of  a  postal  system,  and 
could  scarcely  have  required  stamps.  The  essa  vs  themselves 
I  have  seen.  Thev  look  vcr)'  new,  as  if  fleshly  worked  off. 
Neither  Uiey  nor  the  Danubian  essays  have  the  name  of 
the  countrymen  them,  but  merely  blank  tablets  at  the  top 
and  sides,  and  some  of  the  San  Marino  essays  are  without 
any  device  in  the  centre.  What  then  is  to  prevent  the 
engraver  from  slightly  altering  the  device  of  the  Danu- 
bians  or  of  those  San  Marines  %diich  have  the  three  peaks 
in  the  centre,  or  from  putting  aTiew  device  in  the  centre 
of  those  which  have  none,  and  then  palming  them  off 
as,  nerchance,  essays  for  some  South  American  repubtic, 
or  for  Patagonia  itself? 

I  fear  that  you  have  accepted  these  engravings  as 
veritable  essays  with  hardly  enough  proof,  'llie  truth 
is,  that  the  San  Marino,  Danubian,  Bolivian,  Greek, 
and  Mexican  essays  all  emanate  from  one  or  two 
engravers  living  at  Milan,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  their 
productions  are  any  other  than  fraudulent  speculations  on 
the  gullibility  of  stamp  collectors ;  nor  do  1  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  they  were  ever  submitted  to  the  authorities 
of  any  of  the  countries  whose  names  they  bear.  Beautiful 
as  engravings  they  doubtless  are,  and  so  are  a  good  many 
lankee  medicine  stamps,  but  no  more  entitled  to  admis- 
sion into  postage-stamp  albums  than  the  labels  on  bottlei 
of  Bass  s  ale,  or  those  on  tins  of  Coleman's  mustard. 


A  young  friend  of  mine  some  months  ago  showed  me  a 
fine  essay,  quite  as  genuine  as  the  Italian  humbugs,  which 
bore  an  'engraved  portrait,  and  a  very  accurate  one— at 
any  rate,  in  aoooroance  with  tradition— of  a  gentlenwui 
renowned  for  the  possession  of  horns,  hoofs,  and  tail,  in 
the  centre,  surrounded  by  a  square  border  inscribed 
with  cabalistic  characters.  The  stamp  was  printed  in 
black  on  white,  and  intended,  since  the  decline  of  spirit- 
rapping,  to  frimk  communications  to  Hades. 

Seriously,  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  mere  mention  of 
the  Milanese  essays,  without  contemporary  condenination, 
is  very  injurious  to  the  pursuit  of  stamp  eoUectiag.  If 
we  profew  to  be  $tamp  collectors,  let  us  stick  to  stamp 
collecting  pure  and  simple,  for  if  once  we  stray  ofl^  into 
the  gathering  of  a  miscellaneous  crowd  of  unaccredited 
essays  our  first  object  must  be  lost  sight  of,  and  the 
punuit  itself  lose  its  distinctive  character  and  become 
what  its  detractors  assert  it  to  be — a  senseless  hobby. 

Yours  faithfully, 

London.  CONSERVATIXX 


ENGLISH  STAMPS  ON  BLUE  PAPER,  Ac. 
To  th4  Editor  of  th4  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazlvr.' 

Sir, — The  value  of  your  periodical,  as  a  medium  for  the 
interchange  of  information  and  the  correction  of  error,  has 
been  prominently  exemplified  in  your  recent  numbew- 
Permit  me  to  endeavour  to  rectify  a  blunder  into  which  I 
have  fallen,  and  through  your  columns  communicated  to 
many  of  our  philatelists.  It  is  with  regard  to  my  state- 
ment that  stamps  of  Great  Britain  have  never  been 
printed  on  blue  papi*r.  I  had  my  information  direct  from 
Mr.  Pearson  Hill  and  fh>m  a  gentleman  at  Mean.  Baooa 
and  Petch's  establishment ;  this,  c  mpled  with  personal 
inquiry  at  Souierset  House,  certainly  convinced  me ;  and 
I  am  still  satisfied  it  is,  with  one  remarkable  exeeptioa, 
correct.  I  may  here  state  that,  though  not  printed  on 
blue  paper,  the  stamps  so  commonly  known  as  such 
deserve  to  be  taken  ana  classed  as  varieties ;  for  varieties 
they  are  in  fact,  although  the  difference  is  not  attribuuUe 
to  tne  commonly  suppOMd  cauae.  But  now  to  the  English 
stamps  on  blue  paper.  Your  rcmarics  at  page  90  of  this 
montn's  number  induced  me  to  turn  to  my  own  series, 
which  is  unmounted  and  waiting  to  be  anmnged.  I  thrrv 
found  a  specimen  of  the  fourpenuy  canuine,  no  letten  in 
angU*s,  on  blue  paper,  perforated,  and  abio  a  proof  of  it 
printed  *  Specimen  over  the  centre  of  the  stamp,  and  I 
remember  recently  to  have  seen  a  badly-pn^aerved  post* 
marked  copy  in  a  lad's  album.  There  is  no  mistake  ss  tA 
the  paper,  it  is  decidedly  blue,  of  a  delicate  tint  and 
highlv  glaxed.  On  making  inquiries,  I  find  that  nnne 
few  8&i>ets  were  in  1855  printed  quite  accidentally  on  blue 
papi*r  and  put  into  circulation  with  the  othens  biita;«9ouD 
as  the  paper  was  noticed  no  more  was  used.  Hence  these 
stamps  are  exceedingly  rare,  and  among  the  points  of 
honour  in  a  good  collection.  I  notice  Berger  Levrault,  s 
most  accurate  authority,  gives  this  variety,  page  24  of  the 
Gennan  edition. 

To  Mr.  Pearson  Hill,  for  hit  most  valuable  list  of 
dates  of  English  issues,  we  all  owe  great  thanks.  It 
seems  to  me  to  clear  up,  not  directly  but  impliedly,  a  long 
vexed  point. 

*J.  P,'  Torquay,  asked  long  ago,  •Were  there  e**er 
British  envelopes  sixpenny  and  shilling  undated  in  issue?' 
All  I  can  say  is,  I  never  mw  either,  or  heard  of  one  used 
or  uuused.  Mr.  Hill's  list  would  appear  to  put  the  six- 
penny and  shilling  undated  and  emlxM^ed  in  the  ssius 
category  with  the  tenpenny,  which  wc  know  wereooU 
adhesive  stamps.  Can  any  of  your  numerous  n^adrts 
show  a  whole  envelope  shilling  or  sixpeiiny  undated? 
That  this  question  should  be  stillunsettlou  is  a  remarkable 
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proof  of  the  folly  of  cutting  envelopes ;  the  foreigaen 
only  take  them  entiro,  and  are  wiser  than  ourselves  in 
this  respect. 

I  think  I  can  help  the  lady  who  inquires  about  the 
'local  Swiss'  or  *Jura'  stamps:  they  are  certainly  not 
novelties,  I  first  saw  them  four  years  ago.  Your  conjec- 
ture is  perfectly  right,  they  are  not  postage  stamps  at  all, 
but  labels  used  for  paroels  going  by  a  particular  route, 
and  correspond  to  our  Metropolitan  Parcels  Express  stamp, 
described  and  figured  in  last  year's  magazine. 

'Luson.' — Your  reply  to  this  corespondent  may  be  a 
little  amnlified.  Some  of  the  stamps  we  know  and  class 
ss  for  CuDa  did  unquestionablv  serve  for  the  Philippine 
Isles.  The  issue  of  1855  on  *blue  }Miper,  curved  water- 
mark, had  currency  in  these  isles,  at  least  the  1  real  plata 
and  the  2nsale6  plata  had;  I  scarcely  think  the  freal 
plata  bad, — it  was  precisely  equivalent  in  value  to  the  10 
euartos  of  that  year  issued  for  LuHon  specially.  I  incline 
to  believe  the  series  of  1866  and  1857  were  restricted  to 
Cuba,  Hayti,  and  Porto  Kico,  and  did  not  extend  to  the 
Philippines. 

Ufuion,  AMATEUR. 


THE  FRANKFORT  STAMP,  ETC. 

7b  the  Editor  of  th4  •  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazinb.' 

Deae  Sir,— As  Mr.  Overv  Taylor,  in  his  *  Notes  on  the 
German  stampis'  considers  t)ie  Frankfort  stamp  mythical, 
and  as  Dr.  Gray  aUo  gives  rather  an  incorrect  description 
of  it,  I  think  that  a  few  particulars  about  it  will  not  be 
altogether  without  interest  to  the  readers  of  your  ma^a- 
line.  Dr.  Gray  describes  it  as  a  Mentated  adhesive 
stamp,*  but  as  this  impression  is  hand-stamped  on  news- 

Cpers  (not  affixed  by  gum,  as  is  usually  the  case)  it  can 
idly  be  called  an  *  adhesive  *  stamp,  and  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  *  dentated.'  It  is  used  exactly  in  the  same  way 
as  the  English  newspaper  stamps,  and  as  it  is  a  moot 
point  whether  these  should  be  included  in  collections,  the 
journal  stamp  of  Frankfort  ^ill  also  be  probably  excluded 
from  many  albums. 

The  reason  why  the  inscription  on  the  Schleswig 
stamps  is  schilxino  on  the  green,  but  schilunob  on  the 
red  stamp  ^see  vol.  iii.,  p.  83,  of  the  Utamp-C 'Hector's 
Magaziue)^  v,  that  in  the  former  case  the  singular,  in  the 
latter  the  plural  of  the  word  t^hiUing  is  employed.  This 
is  not  more  anomalous  than  the  inscriptions  1  centime 
and  5  centimes,  which  we  find  on  the  French  stamps. 

Allow  me  to  bring  to  your  notice  an  American  locaL 
which  is  not  auoted  in  any  catalogue  I  have  seen,  and 
which  has  I  believe  never  been  mentioned  in  your  maga- 
sine.  It  is  similar  to  those  described  in  your  June 
number,  and  consists  of  the  3  cents  United  States  envelope 
and  an  oblong  printed  in  black,  bearing  the  words,  paid, 

WELL8,    FAROO,    AND    C(l.,    OVER  OUR  CALIFORNIA  AND 

COAST  ROUTES.  You  wiU  scc  tliut  this  inscription  differs 
slightly  from  either  of  tho^e  mentioned  in  your  magaxine. 
I  have  a  post-marked  staiup  of  this  kind  in  my  collection, 
which  was  s^-nt  me  by  a  relative  residing  in  New  West- 
fuinster,  British  Columbia,  who  had  received  it  on  a  letter 
from  Siui  Francisco.  There  can,  therefore,  be  no  doubt  of 
the  genuine  character  of  this  stamp. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 
Dantuttidty  Oraud^Duchi^  of  Hv^e.  F.  L. 

THE  *PaRTO  STEMPEL'  ENVELOPES. 
To  tho  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 
Sir  —I  ought  to  have  explained  some  time  since,  that 
there  are  two  reprints  of  tne  oldest  Finland  envelopes. 
After  the  original  die  had  been  reprinted  ft^m  some  time, 
snd  (he  lettering  porto  atempel  getting  worn  and  indi»- 


ttnot,  these  words  were  re*  engraved ;  and  thus  we  have 
two  reprints  of  these  stamps, — the  one  from  the  origin^ 
die  and  the  only  genuine  reprint,  the  second  with  the 
arms  and  value  as  in  the  original  but  with  new  lettering 
at  top.  This  latter  cannot  be  considered  a  genuine  re- 
print, having  been  touched-up  for  sale  to  collectors, 
Original  *  porto  stempcl'  envelopes  are  on  a  greenish  wove 
paper,  the  reprints  upon  a  white  laid  paper ;  as  originals, 
few  stamps  are  rarer  than  these,  and  tne  few  which  adorn 
our  English  collections  are  deservedly  valued.  'ITie 
stamp  from  which  I  described  the  genuine  ^  porto  stempel* 
was  this  second  reprint,  which  I  then  thought  was  from 
the  original  die ;  the  stamps  of  Mr.  Joseph,  if  not  origi- 
nals, are  of  course  original  reprints,  doubtless  they  are 
the  former. 

Reverting  to  the  subject  of  Connell  essays,  there  is  a 
proof  of  this  stamp  now  offered  in  orange ;  a  sure  si^ 
that  the  die  has  not  been  destroyed.  I  would  advise 
collectors  not  to  be  in  any  hurry  to  purchase  these,  at 
they  will  probably  be  proiiuced  in  any  quantity  or  any 
colour,  after  the  well-known  habit  of  reprints. 

I  remain,  yours  truly, 

Edffbaston.  EDWARD  L.  PEMSERTON. 

THE  NEW  MOLDO-WALLACHIAN  STAMPS. 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector' 8  Maoaeine.' 

Dear  Sir, — Either  the  new  Moldo-Wallachian  stamps 
have  been  re-engraved,  or  else  they  are  engraved,  as  the 
New  Caledonian  were,  from  several  dies  I  have  two  sets 
in  my  possession,  one  obtained  immediately  after  the  first 
emission  of  these  stamps  a  few  months  since,  the  other 
within  the  last  fortnight. — both  from  a  reliable  source ; 
and  I  find  considerable  differences  between  the  stamps 
of  the  same  value.  The  2  paras,  first  printed  in  pale 
yellow,  is  now  light  orange.  The  figures  in  the  cor- 
ners of  all  the  stamps  are  now  much  thicker  than 
formerly,  the  lettering  better  done,  and  the  central 
oval  more  correct.  In  all  the  first-issued  stamps  the 
hair  at  the  side  of  the  head  is  nearly  straight,  inclin- 
ing to  the  left ;  in  those  lately  emitted  it  is  decidedly  curled. 
There  are  also  slight  difference  between  the  faces  on  the 
old  and  new  stamps.  In  the  old  (or  first-issued)  20  paras 
the  Prince  is  looking  up.  the  forehead  slopes  back,  the 
nose  is  straight,  the  chin  long ;  in  the  new  tne  forehead  is 
rounded  and  nearly  upright,  the  eyes  are  directed  down- 
wards, the  nose  is  almost  a  pug,  the  chin  short,  and  the 
cheek  very  much  shaded.  Inese  differences  must  consti- 
tute the  lately-issued  stamps  varieties. 

Yours  respectfully, 

OVittY  TAYLOR. 


THE  OLD  ENGLISH  SIXPENNY,  TENPENNY,  AND 
SHILLING  J^VELOPE  STAMPS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoaeine.' 
Dear  Sir,— Rt'ferrin^  to  the  table  printed  in  your 
last  number,  showing  the  dates  upon  which  the  different 
Engli^  postage  stamps  were  issued,  it  may  be  useful 
to  your  readers  to  know  that  the  sixpenny,  the  ten- 
penny,  and  the  shilling  embossed  stamps,  without  dates, 
were  never.  I  believe,  put  on  envelopes ;  as  the  practice 
of  the  public  sending  paper  to  Somerset  House  to  be 
stamped  was  not  in  operation  while  these  stamps  were 
in  use,  and  the  Government  never  embossed  any  enve- 
lopes for  sale,  except  the  penny  and  twopenny. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  you  to  know,  that  on  another 
point  connected  with  our  own  postage  stamps  the  public  are 
at  fault.  In  many  catalogues  you  see  mentioned  English 
penny  labels  hrotrn,  and  penny  and  twopenny  labels  on  blue 
paper.    Now  the  brown  and  me  bride  'red  penny  labels  are 
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simply  labels  (orig:iiiaU3r  printed  of  the  same  colour  as  the 
present)  in  which  the  ink  nas  faded  by  time ;  and  as  regards 
the  blue  paper,  none  of  our  stamps  were  ever  printed  on 
any  but  white  paper, — the  change  in  colour  having  been 
produced  in  time  by  chemical  action  between  the  gum 
and  either  the  oil  of  the  ink  or  the  size  in  the  paper,— I 
forget  which.  So  also  as  regards  our  Indian,  frinidad, 
Barbadoes,  an4  many  other  stamps ;  those  on  blue  paper 
are  merely  old  stamps  originally  printed  on  white  paper. 

Tours  tr«ly, 
General  Poat-offict.  PEARSON  HILL. 

*SCHW/  ON  THE  FIRST  ISSUE  OLDENBURG. 
To  Uu  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collectou*s  Magazine.' 

Dbak  Sib, — As  you  request  information  as  to  the  mean- 
ing of  the  abbreviation  schw.  on  the  |  s.  gr.  first  issue 
Oldenbuig,  permit  me  to  state  that  it  stands  for  «rAuHrr,  a 
small  copper  ooin  current  in  Oldenburg,  and  worth  about 
half  a  farthing:  consequently  the  stamp  in  question  was 
equivalent  to  a  halfpenny  postage. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Clifton,  FENTONIA. 

ARRANGEMENT  OF  A  COLLECTION. 
To  tht  Editor  of  the  *  Sta3Cf  Collector's  Haoaztnr.' 

Sir, — Will  any  of  your  numerous  correspondents  favour 
us  with  their  views  and  experience  as  to  the  best  method 
of  mounting  a  collection,  the  kind  of  album,  and  the  mode 
of  arrangement  ?  Information  is  particularly  desired  how 
to  deal  with  watermarked  stamps,  so  as  to  show  their 
distinctive  character. 

London,  A.  J.  H. 


THE  *  DUTCH  GUUNA'  STAMPS. 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazlve.' 

Sir, — I  am  quite  tired  uf  seeing  the  question  mooted  as 
to  the  Dutch  Guiana  stamps.  I  have  tne  authority  of  a 
newspaper  proprietor,  ana  also  that  of  a  bookseller  at 
Paramaribo  (Surinam),  for  saying  that  no  such  stamps 
have  existed. 


London. 


Yours  faithfully, 

C.  P.  ROBERT. 


ANSWERS   TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

A.  F.,  Clifton. — Your  Bremen  stamp  Is  employed  by 
the  post-office  of  that  city  for  official  letters ;  and,  like 
our  own  Admiralty  stamp  and  others,  as  it  frees  from 
postage,  is  admitted  bv  some  colloctors  into  their  albums. 

Abraham. — Your  6  cents  Canada  envelope  stiimp  is 
decidedly  a  foreery,  and  by  no  means  a  kooq  one. —  rhe 
I  c.  of  that  colon V  is  not  obsolete.  Perhaps  you  mean 
tile  halfpenny,  which  has  been  long  disused 

D.  A.  N  — We  notice  your  Cape  of  Good  Hope  specimen 
in  our  article  on  novelties. 

C.  E.  B.,  Camden  Town. — We  give  you  a  similar  refer- 
ence. 

Dudley,  London.— We  cannot  find  that  Dr.  Gray  made 
the  mistake  for  which  you  give  him  credit.  The*  news- 
paper stamp  you  forwarded  is  not  alluded  to  at  all  in  his 
catalogue. — 'fhanks  for  your  information,  of  which  we 
avail  ourselves  elsewhere. 

F.  B.  X.,  Bury  St.  Edmund's. — The  imitative  5  s.  gr. 
Bremen  vou  enclose  is  no  proof  of  there  having  been  two 
issues  of  that  stamp,  but  merely  that  it  was  wretchedly 
copied.  ' 

Miss  J. — We  are  inclined  to  believe  in  your  Argentine, 
notwithstanding  your  misgiving. — We  notice  the  other 
stamp  elsewhere. 


Hekod,  Bodmin. — For  the  derivation  of  the  most  recent 
term  for  postage  stamp  collecting,  philafefie^  you  may 
take  your  choice  among  the  following.  The  former  part 
of  the  word,  of  course,  simply  implies  friend  or  lover; 
the  latter  you  may  fancy  as  rrom  at«lirr^  the  French  term 
for  a  general  place  of  meeting  for  artistic  amateurs.  If 
you  prefer  the  Greek,  choose  between  the  adverb  t^A«, 
rrom  afar,  allusive  to  the  distant  habitats  of  our  speci- 
mens ;  rcAor,  a  tax.  which  word  may  figuratirely  mean 
a  postage  stamp;  rc^ior,  perfect,  because  its  votaries 
wish  to  get  a  perfect  collection ;  or  arcA-^f,  endless,  for 
there  really  seems  no  end  to  it,  if  you  go  in  for  every- 
thing ;  and  to  this  last  derivation  we  ourselves  incline. 

Amicds,  Leeds. — Qeeetemiinde  means  the  sandy  mouth 
of  a  river,  and  Zoltverein  you  rightly  interpret  Trade 
Union.  Perhaps  the  former  word  may  be  the  name  of  a 
town  in  Hanover,  whence  the  stamps  you  forwarded  for 
inspection  oarae  on  a  letter ;  and  the  latter  ma^  imply 
that  the  place  is  included  in  the  states  formrap:  the 
ZoUverein, — a  term  which  puzzled  so  greatly  the  nsiton 
to  oar  first  Great  Exhibition. 

RusHiA. — We  find,  on  referenee,  that  our  notice  of  the 
so-called  *  Black  Sea  *  was  omitted.  It  is  evidently  an 
official,  but  not  strictly  for  postal  purposes,  and  has  no 
claim  on  oolleetorR  as  such. 

Fbntoxia. — We  think  the  change  of  value  in  the  new 
series  for  Moldo-Wallachia  simply  proves  a  fiscal  reform 
in  the  post-office. — *  Parale  *  is  evidently  the  Roumanian 
equivalent  for  the  Turkish  paroj  and  is  most  probably  the 
plural  of  parala. 

No  Reprints. — Most  of  the  old  series  of  New  Crranada 
have  been  reprinted,  for  the  benefit  of  those  ftuttidioos 
collectors  who  prefer  an  unused  ivvival  to  a  post-marked 
original. 

A.  C.  L. — There  is  no  reason  why  anv  particular  colour 
should  denote  any  particular  value,  either  in  the  English 
or  any  other  stamps. 

Lucy,  Harrogate. — The  stamp  of  Wells,  Faiigo.  &  Co^ 
purporting  to  carry  ftom  St  Joseph  to  Placer>'ille,  you 
matf  find  duly  registered  in  Mount  Brown's  catalogue, 
among  the  special  postage  United  States  envelopes;  a? 
prt*fixed  denotes  the  ^Titer's  doubts  of  its  character. 

Uruguay.— We  believe  the  dili^ncia  labels  were  dis- 
used immediately  on  the  introduction  of  the  1859  series  of 
Monte  Videans,  having  lasted  three  years  only. 

A.  B.  C,  Wexford. — This  correspondent  add*  to  the 
information  of  *  Antilles,*  that  the  Mauritius  stamps  are 
postmarked  with  *  B  53,'.  and  those  of  Hong  Kong  with 
*jB62;'  evidently  on  the  same  principle  that  si^alises 
the  Bath,  Liverpool,  and  Manchester  letters  with  *53,' 
♦  466,*  and  •  498  ^  respectively. 

SuLTAM,  Shirehampton. — We  do  not  see  bow  the  fact 
of  the  10  paras  green  Turkish  bein^  advertised  as  ft>r  un- 
paid letters  would  militate  against  its  being  in  use  all  over 
the  Ottoman  Empire. — The  dealers  you  allude  to  offtTtf 
set  of  four  as  for  paid,  and  «  set  of  five  as  for  unpaid,  of 
course  excluding  the  highest  value  in  each  instance. 
Most  probably  the  error  is  the  printer's,  as  the  uniform- 
coloured  series  are  understood  by  some  as  doing  duty  for 
correspondence  not  prepaid,  though  you  will  find  it  stated 
in  a  previous  number  that  they  are  designed  for  the  use 
of  places  in  the  Ottoman  Empire  where  there  is  no 
regular  postal  service. 

James  Jones,  Chester.— We  think  the  higher  values  of 
English  postage  bear  facial  evidence  of  not  having  been 
built  by  tne  same  architect  as  are  the  elaborately -engraved 
but  ugly  penny  and  twopenny. 

Scholar,  Winchester. — Your  6  pf.  Prussia  appears  a 
genuine  specimen  of  the  first  issue  of  its  country. 
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NOTES  ON  THE  NORTHERN 
EUROPEAN  STAMPS. 

BY  OVEBY  TAYLOR. 

Amongst  the  coantries  of  northern  Europe 
Russia    is    so    conspicuous    as    to    require 

priority  for  the  notice  of 
its  stamps.  Dr.  Gray  con- 
siders them  *the  most 
beautiful  stamps  that  have 
yet  been  issued;*  and  they 
doubtless  are  the  most 
beautiful  stamps  of  the 
chiss  to  which  they  belong ; 
lut  there  are  many  difierent  styles  of  stamp 
engraving,  and  superiority  over  the  stamps 
of  one  style,  by  no  means  implies  superiority 
over  the  stamps  of  all  other  styles.  Leaving 
the  question  of  beauty  to  be  decided  accord- 
ing to  the  individual  taste  of  our  readers,  let 
OS  turn  to  the  history  of  the  stamps  in 
question. 

At  the  outset  we  are  met  by  doubt. 
The  three  principal  manualists  vary  in  their 
statement  of  the  date  of  issue  of  the  Russian 
envelopes.  Choosing  Berger-Levrault  as 
onr  surest  guide,  we  tind  that  1848  was  the 
year  in  which  the  entire  series,  including  the 
one  of  St.  Petersburg,  was  emitted.  It  is 
somewhat  strange  that  the  issue  of  envelopes 
should  have  preceded  by  nine  years  that  of 
adhesives.  The  values  also  are  very  high, 
bjit  probably  Russia  has  not  adopted  a  uni- 
form rate  of  postage.  If  the  charges  are 
according  to  distance,  the  want  of  railroads  to 
the  farther  provinces  must  operate  to  raise 
them  considerably.  The  adhesives  issued 
in  December  1857,  were  unperforated,  but 
the  very  neeesi»ary  improvement  was  made 
about  a  year  atler.  In  1863  the  iron-grey 
adhesive  5  k.,  to  match  the  envelope  of  that 
value,  made  its  appearance,  but  was  super- 
seded by  the  lilac  6  k.,  one  of  the  charming 
set  issued  last  year.  These  stamps  were 
erroneously  supposed  to  have  been  intended 
to  prepay  foreign  postage,  a  mistake  which 
was  caused  by  their  emission  at  the  time 
when  labels  for  that  purpose  were  expected. 
It  was  only  lately  that  the  prepayment  of 
postage  to  tbreign  countries  was  permitted. 
For  this  purpose  the  stamps  previously  in 
use  are  employed,  though  we  have  seen  one 


of  the  1864  issue,  together  with  the  higher 
values,  on  a  letter  received  from  St.  Peters- 
burg. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  it 
came  to  pass  that  Finland  was  three  years 
in  advance  of  Russia  proper  in  the  emis- 
sion of  envelopes.  Such  is  the  case. 
The  large  upright-oval  'Porto  stempel' 
stamps  were  issued  in  1845,  and  re- 
mained current  eleven  years.  They  are 
now  very  scarce,  but  there  are  some 
deceptive  imitations  in  the  market.  For 
information  concerning  the  reprints,  see 
an  interesting  letter  from  Mr.  Pemberton  in 
the  last  number  of  the  Stamp-Cullector^s 
Magazine,  The  1856  type  was  employed  for 
adhesives  as  well  as  envelopes,  though  the 
latter  had  the  high  value  20  k.  to  themselves. 
The  envelope  stamps  having  in  most  in- 
stances been  cut  out,  it  is  difficult  to 
distinguish  between  them  and  the  adhesives. 
The  thickness  of  the  paper  of  the  former  is, 
however,  a  safe  test.  The  5  k.  is  much  more 
seldom  met  with  than  the  10  k.,  it  having 
probably  been,  like  the  St.  Petersburg  stamp, 
used  oidy  within  a  small  district.  This  issue 
continued^  in  use  until  1860,  when  it  was 
succeeded  by  the  more  artistic  series  now  * 
current.  Of  this  series  the  only  notabib'ties 
are  the  5  k.  envelope  with  ground- work 
of  thin  waved  lines,  and  the  envelopes 
with  double  impressions  referred  to  in  vol.  ii., 
of  the  Stamp-CoUecU/r's  Magazine,  page  149. 

The  genuineness  of  the  Wenden  stamps 
has  been  placed  beyond  doubt,  and  collectors 
may  now  safely  admit  them  into  their 
albums,  where  they  will  act  as  representa- 
tives of  the  Moravian  colony  in  Russia.  Of 
the  oblong  stamps,  green  and  rose  respec- 
tively, the  rose  inscribed  briefmarke,  and 
used  for  letters,  has  been  superseded  by  the 
upright  rectangulars,  but  the  green  packen- 
MAUKE  is  still  in  use. 

The  kingdoms  of  Sweden  and  Norway, 
though  governed  by  one  sovereign,  appear 
each  to  have  a  separate  postal  administration. 
The  last  named  was  the  first  to  issue 
stamps,. commencing  with  the  4  sk.  blue  in 
1854.  Two  years  afterwards  the  head  series 
was  adopted.  Moens  falls  into  the  gross 
error  of  giving  the  same  date,  namely,  29th 
of  September,  1854,  for  the  emission  of  the 
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4  sk.  blue  '  urnos,'  and  the  4  ^k.  and  B  sk« 
*head; 

Although  king  Oscar  diod  in  1809,  the 
stamps  bearing  his  effigy  were  not  entirely 
witlidrawn  unlil  about  four  months,  since, 
when  the  2  sk.  yellow  ^ arms'  was  issued;  in- 
deed, for  aught  we  know  to  the  contrary,  the 

3  sk.  lilac  liead  may  still  be  in  use,  but  its  comr* 
parative  scareity  favours  the  idea  that  it  has 
been  withdrawn.  The  new  issue  may  be 
indefinitely  continued^  as  the  death  of  the 
sovereign  will  not  necessitate  a  change. 

The  Swedes  were  enabled  to  prepay  their 
letters  with  stamps  m  185^;  according  to 
Moens,  on.  July  1st  of  that  year  Both  ^he 
old  and  new  i>»sues  have  a  very  ineffective 
appearance;  the  barren  shield  being  placed 
in  tlie  centre  of  a  poorly^done  background. 
In  fact  there  are  tew  more  unattnuotively- 
designed  stamps,  yet  when  tliey  are 
all  placed  together,  their  variety  of  colour 
redeems  them  from  the  charge  of  utter 
ugliness.  The  necessity  of  a  lower  rate 
for  local  postage,  was  perceived  from 
the  fii*st  by  the  Swedes,  and  led  to  the 
emission  of  the  small  oblong  stamp,  inscribed 
FKiMABKE  lUH  LOKALBBCF,  intended  for  use 
'  in  the  city  of  Stockholm,  and  value  1  skill, 
bco.  The  curi*ent  3  ore  brown,  equal  to 
1  sk.  bco.,  is  stated  to  prepay  letters  de- 
livered within  a  single  postal  circuit;  and 
judging  from  the  insci*iption  thereon,  we 
should  think  this  was  correct.  Levrault 
notices  a  proof  in  black  of  this  stamp. 

The  sk.  banco  stamps  remained  current 
until  1858,  when  the  pi*eseiit  issue  com- 
menced. They  were  formerly  difficult  to 
obtain,  but  the  demand  has  occasioned  a 
sufficient  supply,  and  no  collector  need  be 
without  them.  The  Stockholm  stamp,  first 
issued  in  black  in  1855,  changed  its  colour 
to  light  brown,  and  its  value  to  3  ore  in 
1862,  and  was  finally  superseded  by  the  3  ore, 
with  lion  in  centre,  in  18G3. 

On  April  Ist,  1851,  the  small  square 
stamp,  now  pretty  well  known,  was  issued 
for  use  in  Copenhagen.  The  ordinar}'  2  sk. 
blue  came  out  in  1854,  but  asThiele  the  Copen- 
hagen trader  imitated  the  2  R.  B.  S.  in  1856, 
we    presume    it    was    current    then.     The 

4  R.  B.  S.  was  issued  in  1851.  In  the 
following   year   the  celebrated  essays   were 


mada,  s^  it, is  much,  to  be  xegretted  that 
they  were  not  adopted.  The  2  s.  and  4  s. 
'  dotted  ground  '  appeared  ipu  1854,  and  were 
folliowedy  according  to  Hoens,  by  tl^  8  s.  and 
16  ^.|  same  ground,  in  1857.  The  4  s.  and 
8  8.  were  reproduced  in  185g  with  lined 
ground,  and,  .tl*c  whole  s^t.  wa§  subse- 
.  quently  perforated.  Last  year  a  new  type 
'  appeared)  value  4  s«y  and  a  16  a.  of  tlue  same 
h^  since  been  emitted,  doubtless  a  new  8  s. 
and  2  s.  will  follow  when  the  present  stock 
is  exhausted.  The  2  s.  and  4  a.  envelopes 
aire  also  welcome  additions^  and  we  trust 
will  be  foUowed  by  those  of  the  higher 
valuefiL  . 

The  northern  European  conutries  have  been 
tolerably  fruitful  oi  stamps,  but  their  emis- 
sions possess  comparatively  few  points  of 
interest,  and  comprise  a  smaller  number  of 
specialities  than  perhaps  any  otlier  group  of 
couutnes.  Fewer  chaugetii  have  been  made, 
and  thei'e  are  fewer  obscurities^  to  clear  up. 
Even  in  the  issue  of  stamps  there  is  a  con- 
siderable difference  between  the  countries  of 
northern  and  southern  Kurope  respt^ctiTcly* 
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PASSES  A^^)  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 

BY   THE   EDITOR. 

PROCEEDiNa  homewards  from  Tuiin  we,  bad 
the  choice  of  two  routes;  one  by  way  of 
Mount  Ceuis  to  Chambery  and  Geneva,  and 
the  other  across  the  pass  of  the  Great  St 
Bernard  to  Martigny.  The  previous  year 
we  had  chosen  the  former,  and  being  detadned 
at  Susa,  afber  inspecting  the  Roman  ruins, 
witnessed  an  Italian  comedietta  in  a  tempo- 
rary building  erected  for  the  purpose. 

The  pass  of  Mount  Cenis  must  be  seen  to 
be  appreciated,  and  in  a  few  slu>rt  years  will 
be  traversed  only  by  the  poor  wayfarer  and 
the  pedestrian  tourist,  as  the  m<\|ority  of 
travellers  will,  of  course,  content  themselves 
with  penetrating  its  bowels  by  the  iron  road 
in  process  of  maturity.  The  descent  iuto 
Savoy  down  the  noble  ranges  of  zigzaj^ 
terraces,  di*awn  in  the  massive  diligence  by 
ten  or  twelve  animals  going  full  drive,  must 
appear  to  a  spectator  more  dangerous  than  it 
does  to  the  admiring  occupanh 

An  intelligent  and  agreeable  young  com- 
panion, proceeding  in  the  same  direction  as 
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ourselves,  consitlertibly'  lightened  hny  rising 
tedium.  He  was  a  government  official  on  a 
few  weeks'  holiday,  and  could  go  where  he 
liked,  home,  or  any  wliero  else,  he  saitl  Bat 
(pointirtg  to  his  neck)  he  dareti  not  go  home, 
or  he  should  be  haatjed  forthwith  !  *  What 
company  to  fall  among!* — kaid a  sttff'(4tl  party 
to  whorti  we  were  relating  mir  adventures. 
Our  readers  may  think  the  same :  but,  stop, 
and  we  win  explain  that  we  miglit  justly  feel 
honoui-ed  in  such  e<mip{iny.  He  was  a 
Venetian  [mtriot,  and  had  tak^  part  in  hf.s 
countrymen's  rise  against  Austrian  rnlet 
He  hatl  been  in  thfee  engagements,  and  a  scar 
on  his  face  bore  testimony  to  a  severe  woutid 
received.  '  *  Bat,'  said  he,  with  all  the  vehe- 
mence of  manner  and  animate<l  e^tpressidn  of 
an  Italian,  *'the  man  who  gAve  me  this  wound 
lumpuY  vive,  lirea  no  longer:  liis  sword  cut 
me  here,  but  mine  went  in  there  (before), 
and  out  there  (behim!).* 

The  ascent  to  Aosta  occupies  eleven  hours. 
Darkness  veiled  the  landscape  ere  the  early 
dawn,  when  the  enchanting  mhlniuje  of  rock, 
wood,  and  fell  burst  upon  view,  and  continued 
in  uninterrupted  variety  of  beauty,  till  the 
city  of  Augustus,  in  its  lovely  mountain 
valley,  offered  a  by  no  means  unwelcome 
halting  place.  The  antiquary  might  devote 
days  and  weeks  to  research  here,  but  we 
could  only  spare  an  bour  or  so  to  a  cursory 
v\Qyr  of  the  place.  Outside  the  Duomo 
stands  one  of  those  curious  representations 
of  the  Passion  in  terra  cotta,  frequently  seen 
in  Italy,  but  rather  more  ehiborate  than 
usual.  Not  only  the  ci^ucifix  appeared,  but 
the  cock,  the  sponge,  the  hammer,  the  cup, 
and  sundry  other  accessories  all  in  their 
natrfral  colours ! 

The  (iarriaire  ride  from  Aosfa  to  San 
Remigio  is  exqui«itely  beautiful.  We  never 
felt  moi^e  inclined  to  commit  highway  robbery, 
the  rich  clusters  of  ripe  grapes  were  hanging 
so  temptingly  by  the  road  side.  The  rip- 
pling streams,  charming  landscape,  and  won- 
drous luxuriance  of  vegetation,  seemed  to 
make  the  country  a  Paradise. 

At  San  Remigio  we  were  transferred  to  n 
muleteer,  and  performed  the  rest  of  the  jour- 
ney ou  the  biick  of  one  of  his  animals.  The 
temperatui*e  became  now  sensibly  rarer,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  our  two  hours'  ride  we 


were  so  benumbed  with  cold  that  we  could 
with  difficulty  walk  a  step  on  alighting  from 
the  beast.  The  scenery  was  picturesque  in 
the  extreme.  On  one  side,  perfectly  inac- 
ce.^sible  snow-clad  rock;  and  on  the  other, 
a  bird's-eye  distant  view  of  the  world  we 
seemed  leaving  behind  tts,  and  an  apparently 
much  nearer  view  of  tiie  world  to  come 
should  the  mule  make  a  felse  step,  and  dash 
herself  and  burden  down  thousands  of  feet 
into  tlie  deep  abyss  stretching  far,  ^r  be- 
neath !  Strange  to  say,  the  creature  would 
persist  in  treading  on  the  very  verge  of  the 
precipice,  from  which  no  inducement  of  ours 
could  manage  to  make  her  swerve.  At  last 
level  ground  was  reached,  and  the  Hospice 
came  into  view.  Surrounded,  if  not  by 
everlasting,  at  least,  by  ever-renewetl  snows, 
upwards  of  8000  feet  above  the  sea-level,  and 
where  never  a  night  passed  without  frost, 
this  loftiest  of  European  habitations  reaches 
the  acme  both  of  dreariness  and  sublimity. 

We  were  received  with  the  usual  urbanity 
and  htwpitality,  by  the  clavandier  of  the 
Monastery,  who  conducted  us  to  a  small  but 
scrupulously  clean  sleeping  apartment,  in- 
sisting on  carrying  our  Inggage  himself 
After  refreshing  ourselves  here  we  descended 
to  the  dining  room,  which  we  found  tenanted 
by  four  English  tourists  only,  who  had  just 
arrived,  and  two  or  three  others.  After  a 
while,  however,  a  few  more  stragglers  arrived 
who  had  been  roaming  about  the  environs, 
and  dinner  was  served. 

Before  the  first  party  had  half  dined,  more 
tourists  poured  in, — English,  French,  Ger- 
mans, Italians,  Swiss  and  Americans,  so  that 
the  table  had  to  be  replenished  twice  more 
before  all  were  served.  There  was  a  blazing 
wood  fire,  bef«)re  which  those  who  had  finish- 
ed  feeding  were  glad  to  congregate,  and  then 
such  of  the  company  as  were  able,  sang,  or 
played  on  the  piano  which  stood  in  one 
corner  of  the  vast  saloon.  Altogether,  the 
scene  was  perfectly  romantic  and  anomalous. 
It  was  a  cross  between  a  Christmas  evening 
party  and  a  summer  picnic,  possessing  some 
of  the  characteristics  of  both,  but  very  unlike 
either.  The  music,  the  cold,  the  white 
snow  seen  through  the  windows,  recalling  a 
winter  assembly ;  and  the  light  summer 
clothing,  singular  variety  of  costume,  and 
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general  degagi  air  of  evexybodj,  rather 
imaging  a  Julj  picnic.  By  ten  o*clock 
the  party  had  all  broken  np,  the  clavandier 
politely  conducting  erery  individual  to  his 
or  her  chamber. 

Being  comfortably  located,  we  fell  adeep 
hoping  a  good  long^  night's  rest,  but  a 
bell  loud  enough  to  wake  the  dead,  and 
precluding  all  possibility  of  sleep,  aroused  us 
in  what  appeared  to  be  the  middle  of  the  night, 
we  believe  about  five  o'clock,  summoning  the 
monks  to  early  matins.  There  was  no  help 
for  it,  and  we  got  up.  We  descended  to  the 
saloon  and  had  some  hot  coffee,  <fec.,  and  then 
repaired  to  the  chapel  to  morning  service, 
thence  went  to  eee  the  Morgue,  and  admire 
the  noble  dogs,  numbers  of  which  were 
bounding  about  the  premises.  Then  had  a 
second  breakfast,  and  at  eight  o^clock  com^ 
menced  the  descent  of  the  Swiss  side  of  the 
mountain. 

This  part  of  the  journey  is  by  no  means  ei- 
ther so  grand  or  so  picturesque  as  the  other. 
We  travelled  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half  on 
the  mule,  and  then  in  an  open  car,  resting 
for  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  at  one 
of  the  most  wretched  villages  we  ever  saw. 
There  was  not  one  redeeming  quality  about 
it.  It  is  filthily  dirty,  destitute  of  the 
slightest  natural  attraction,  and  so  situate  in 
a  ravine  as  not  even  to  have  any  prospect ; 
yet,  although  a  few  miles  farther  there  is  an 
exceedingly  pretty,  neat  little  town,  where 
one  would  be  glad  to  roam  about,  the  pig- 
headed muleteer  stopped  in  that  wretch^ 
hole,  and  could  give  no  better  reason  for  so 
doing,  than  that  *  he  always  did.'  We  fancy 
the  facts  of  the  case  were,  that  he  was  feed 
by  the  proprietor  of  the  apology  for  an 
hostel  there  to  bring  him  all  the  custom  he 
could.  After  this  the  face  of  the  country 
gradually  assimilates  to  that  of  our  own  rural 
districts,  and,  ei^ht  or  nine  hours  afler 
leaving  the  Hospice,  Martigny  is  reached. 
Our  vehicle  lasted  just  long  enough  to 
deposit  ourself  and  our  traps  in  a  very 
undignified  way  at  the  door  of  one  of  the 
principal  hotels,  a  wheel  starting  off  for  a 
run  on  its  own  account.  We  set  off  for  a 
walk  to  see  the  watery  lion  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood  rejoicing  in  a  name  equally  inap- 
phcable  and  objectionable,  and  then  retumed 


to  a  comfortable  meal  and  good  night's  rest, 
leaving  next  morning  by  the  earliest  train 
for  Bouveret,  one  of  the  jports  of  the  Lake  of 

Geneva. 

The  brief  steam  trip  to  Vev^  and  that 
prettily  situated  town  and  its  neighbourhood 
I  need  not  dwell  upon;  visits,  views,  or 
description,  rendering  the  spot  familiar  to 
all.  Though  not  professedly  collecting  ad- 
hesive labds  other  than  postal,  we  make  an 
exception  in  favour  of  any  that  can^e  in  our 
way  by  chance  or  gift,  having  an  eye  to  a 
time  when  such  impressions  will  form  a 
valuable  appendix  to  every  important  collec- 
tion. In  iact^  for  elegance  of  design  and 
execution,  these  hitherto  almost  distegarded 
individuals,  in  many  instances,  our  own  for 
instance,  in  an  eminent  de^gree  far  outstnp 
their  better-known  cotemporariea  Like  the 
earliest  issues  of  the  Swiss  cantons,  the 
several  devices  of  which  differed  so  greatly, 
the  commercial  stamps  of  Switzerland  are 
notably  varied,  and  perhaps  none  are  more 
chastely  pretty  than  those  of  the  canton  of 
Vaud — bearing  ita  arms  and  the .  necessary 
inscription  in  white  cameo  on  a  coloured 
ground,  scarlet,  green,  bine,  and  violet,  ac- 
cording to  value.  Those  of  the  Vallais  are 
simply  in  white  relief,  on  paper  like  our 
original  receipt  stamps.  The  better  known 
quartette  of  Bern,  with  the  representative 
bear,  seem  to  stand  on  debateable  ground ; 
it  seeming  to  be  pretty  well  agreed  that  they 
may  be,  and  occasionally  have  been  employed 
for  local  postage.  The  William  Tell  stamps, 
as  they  are  termed  in  Crermany,  alias  the  com- 
mercial Genevas,  are  less  varied,  the  colours 
being  nearly,  and  the  design  (yalue  only 
excepted)  perfectly  similar.  We  speak  of 
the  current  series,  those  in  original  use 
having  been  much  more  varied.  In  our 
early  days  of  coUectomania  we  frequently 
marvelled  at  their  appearance  in  albums, 
where  they  figured  as  rare  and  extinct  locals. 

From  the  number  of  stamps  exposed  for 
sale  in  Lausanne,  there  should  be  no  lack  of 
collectors  there;  but  thc^  must  be  the 
simplest  novioes  to  venture  on  an  invest- 
ment, the  forgeries — not  even  vefled  under 
the  gauzy  sobriquet  of  lao-simile — ^being  in 
the  astounding  proportion  of  a  hundred  U> 
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Svriss  tonarists  have  need  to  be  sharp  in 
timing  the  trains,  in  condeqnence  of  tbe 
variation  in  reckoning  as  one  goes  east  or 
west.  On  reference  to  the  intncacies  of 
jour  Bradsfaaw,  if  yon  make  no  allowance 
for  this,  yon  will  find  the  train  yon  wish  to 
catch  leaves  some  five  or  ten  minutes  beft)re 
it  arrives !  This  inconvenience  is  obviated 
in  a  measure  at  all  the  principal  stations  by 
dials,  three  in  number — one  for  Palis,  a 
second  for  local,  and  a  third  for  Bern  time ; 
the  first  being  considerably  eat4ier,  and  the 
last  much  later  than  the  other.  The  same 
convenience  is  also  conspicuous  on  the  town- 
hall  of  Geneva.  A  curious  instance  of 
doctrinal  anomaly  here  struck  us.  In 
Roman  Catholic  Verona  and  most  other 
Italian  towns,  the  shops  are  closely  shut  on 
SundajTB,  but  in  pre-eminently  Protestant 
Geneva,  where  one  would  expect  an  ultra- 
Scotch  sabbath,  not  only  are  shops  but 
the  theatre  is  open ! — *  soldiers  in  uniform, 
half  price;*  we  are  uncharitable  enough 
to  suppose  this  intended  as  an  enticement 
for  the  female  part  of  the  population.  In 
the  play  represented  (which,  we  beg  to  say, 
we  were  not  tempted  to  witness)  the  principtd 
characters  were  devils,  and  there  were  seven- 
teen tableaux  concluded  by  an  apotheosis  of 
one  of  the  demons. 

Keither  here,  before,  nor  in  Neufchat^, 
whither  we  next  went,  could  we  get  at  any 
of  the  obsolete  locals  direct  from  the  post- 
offices  ;  and  though  procurable  at  a  price, 
they  were  mostly  palpable  imitations.  The 
post-office  of  Neufchatel  is  appropriately  deco- 
rated with  a  brass  post-horn  in  high  relief, 
red  ornaments,  and  white  metal  pendants; 
the  whole  being  a  tolerably  correct  represen- 
tation of  the  Vaud  stamp — not  its  own. 
There  is,  moreover,  to  signalise  the  receiving 
box,  a  letter  imaged  in  white  metal  with  a 
red  cornelian  *  L.  S.,'  surmounted  by  a  white 
cross  on  a  gilt  ground.  On  the  lake  shore  is 
fixed  a  telescope,  so  adjusted  as  to  name  by 
means  of  a  pointer  the  various  mountain- 
peaks  of  the  chain  in  view.  Like  many  of 
the  Swiss  cathedrals,  that  of  Neufchatel  is 
fronted  by  a  platform,  whence,  on  leaving  the 
house  of  prayer,  one  can  enjoy  a  varied  and 
extensive  prospect  of  some  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful and  glorious  achievements  of  the  divine 


Architect.  The  interior  contains  the  recum- 
bent effigies  of  the  Counts  and  Countesses  of 
Neufchatel,  with  uplifted  hands,  in  the  present 
ultra-high-Church  orthodox  position. 

Had  space  permitted,  we  should  have  ven- 
tured some  remarks  on  the  numerous  regular 
postage  emanations  of  Switzerland,  but  look 
forward  with  eagerness  to  the  promised 
catalogue  of  Mr.  Pemberton,  who  has  pro- 
fessedly bestowed  so  much  attention  on  that 
interesting  assemblage.  There  are  so  many 
moot  points  still  to  be  settled, — such  as  the 
distinctive  characteristicsof  the  genuine  Basle 
stamp,  the  Zurich  varieties,  the  admissible 
colours  of  the  local  Genevas,  which  is  the 
impostor  of  the  Vaud  and  Winterthur  claim- 
ants,— ^besides  the  introduction  into  English 
timbrology  of  the  long-ignored  but  perfectly 
distinct  first  series  of  Helvetic  impressions. 
These,  from  some  cause,  probably  from  the 
short  duration  of  their  existence,  are  rather 
rare;  still  solitary  individuals  have  turned 
up  from  time  to  time,  but  none  seem  to  have 
been  till  lately  noticed  by  any  cataloguer, 
except  the  5  rappen  and  20  rappen  of  Mount 
Brown,  of  which  the  former,  though  quoted 
and  earnestly  inquired  after,  never  turned  up 
tiH  very  recently.  The  15  r.  and  40  r.  we 
had  in  our  first  collection,  and  considered 
them  of  some  value ;  nevertheless  the  ama- 
teur who  purchased  the  whole,  as  well  as 
three  or  four  others  who  had  the  after-pick 
on  its  resale,  did  not  think  them  worth  ex- 
tracting, and  we  bought  them  back  again 
ourselves  some  time  afterwards  from  the 
party  into  whose  hands  our  album  eventually 
fell. 

Regretftilly  quitting  this  lovely  spot,  with 
its  lake  reflecting  the  solar  rays  in  the  form 
of  myriads  of  golden  spangles,  we  passed  the 
beautifril  and  romantic  valley  of  the  Jura — 
where  the  Alpine  scenery  we  had  lately 
enjoyed  is  repeated  in  miniature — to  the 
French  confines,  and  broke  the  tedium  of 
the  long  journey  by  a  night  and  part  of  a  day 
at  Dijon.  What  has  been  lately  caricatured 
in  a  broad  transpontine  fierce,  actually  hap- 
pened to  us  in  this  place.  Occupying  a 
double-bedded  room,  we  were  actually 
charged  for  both  beds  !  but  stoutly  resisting 
this  imposition  and  threatening  an  appeal  to 
the  maire,  of  which  personage  the  provincial 
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French  are  in  wholesome  aive,  we  escaped 
the  mulct.  In  this  neighbouHiood  we  saw 
several  of  the  old  castles  so  frequently  and 
so  graphically  described  in  G.  P.  James's 
noN'^ls. 

Onwards  thence  to  Paris  for  fire  oi*  six 
days'  stay,  then  home  to  our  daily  routine  of 
work,  Irke^ — for  one  is  allowed  to  take  liber- 
ties  with  oneself — a  donkey  at  the  wheel; 
after  a  pleastatible  trip  of  two  month's  dnra- 
tion,  having  visited  some  half-hnndred  Euro- 
pe^in  towns  and  cities,  all  interesting,  each  in 
its  own  point  of  view,  in  the  course  of  a  tonr 
embracing  upwards  of  two  thousand  miles. 


CANADIAN  ENVELOPES. 

A  CONTROVEBSY  has  long  existed  between  the 
adhei-euts  and  the  opponents  of  the  Canadian 
envelopes  embossed  on  yellow  paper,  and, 
as  commonly  in  all  contentions,  some  liard 
words  have  been  exchanged.  One  is  ahnocit 
tempted  to  refrain  trom  stating  an  opiniun, 
lest  a  charge  of  partisanship  should  be 
alleged :  but  as  facts  are  stubborn  thingei, 
and  we  here  deal  with  facts,  the  readers  of 
the  Stitmp'Collectofs  Magazintf  a;re  entitled  to 
the  benefit,  vtileat  qiiaiUum,  of  our  judgment. 

And  we  will  at  once  explicitly  state  that 
we  are  convinced  of  the  real,  gcKuiue  charac- 
ter of  the  envelopes  on  yellow  paper. 

One  favourite  ground  for  scepticism  has 
been  the  allegation  that  no  entire  envelope 
on  yellow  paper  had  made  its  appearance; 
the  simple  fact  that  four  such  lie  at  the 
moment  of  writing  before  our  eyes  meets 
this  objection. 

The  engraving  of  the  die  and  the  beauty 
and  finish  of  the  impression  alike  testify  to 
the  truth  of  our  conclusion. 

A  supposed  point  of  difierentiation  (*dilFer- 
ence  *  hardly  expresses  the  refinement  of 
these  acute  objectors)  takes  refuge  in  tlie 
jewelled  ornaments  projecting  above  the 
crown,  which  in  some  instances  show  a  point 
of  colour  behind.  On  closely  examining 
these  specimens  they  appear  all  struck  with 
over  much  colour  on  the  die  which  has 
run  towards  this  point ;  but  even  admitting 
the  die  were  retouched  and  resharpened  in 
these  places,  how  do  the  incredulous  get  over 


the  wondroas  identity  in'  thd  defects  and 
peculiarities  in  the  surrounding  lettering? 

1^  more  close  and  -accurate  the  com- 
parison, the  mo!re>  wiU  ^e  truth  of  our 
conclusion  be  maui&»t.  Tbeseyellow-^paper 
envelopes  are  from  the  genuine,  dies,  and 
authentic.  These  enA^elopes  of  Canada  are 
printed  by  the -same,  printers  as  print  the 
American  (U.  S-)  env^opes.  And  beyond 
gi\Tng  credence  to  these  yeiiow- paper  enve- 
lopes, as  being  struck  from  the  ofilcial  dies, 
wo  must  not  be  dndecstood  as  committing 
ourselves. 

The  recent  reEprints  in  orange,  blue,  green, 
rod^  and  all  the  ooloufs  of  the  rainbow,  from 
the  dies  in  the  control. of  thesapriutears,  have 
done  more  to  dei^roy  confidence  and  disturb 
the  faith  of  thC'  philatelic  oomolunitj  thmi 
all  the  invading  hosts  of  the  Miltfn  ^  essays ' 
and  continental  rubbish ;  and  we  are  glud, 
whilst  accrediting  these  envelopes,  to  be  able 
to  base  our  fiiith  on  surer  grounds  than  thotse 
which  Dr.  Latham  adopts  as  the  canon  of 
Engliah,  viz., — •'  Whatever  iis  is^  riglifc.' 

No  authenticated  speeimea  on  yellow 
paper  post  marked  has  been  seen  by  us.. 

To  return  to  our  immediate  subject. 

The  envelopea  ore  of  two  values,  5  and  10 
cents.     Of  tlie  former  value  there  art) 
On  white  paper. 
On  yellow  paper^ 
printed  in  vermilion  :   . 

On  white  lakl  paper^, 
On  blue  laid  pifi^ier ; 
printed  also  in  vermilion  of  a  more  cnrmtne 
hue. 

Proofs  of  the  die,  printed  in  green  and  blue 
on  white  wove  paper,  blue  lined  on  the 
reverse  side,  also  exu^:  these  appear  of 
recNit  manufactare. 

We  have  also  an  envelope,  5  cents  on 
yellow  paper,  with  the  stamp  twice  struck, 
so  as  to  be  of  the  nominal  value  of  10  cents. 
The  paper  of  this  specimen  bears  the  water- 
mark, P.O.D.,  U.S. :  Post-office  Defiartment, 
United  States — clearly  referring  to  its  origin. 

It  has  inside  the  three  black  fines,  showing 
through  the  IVont^  on  whieh  to  write  the 
address ;  and  bears  the  printed  date  of  the 
patent,  Nov.  20,  1855 ;  as  do  a  series  of  the 
United  States  envelopes. 

The  ordinary  envelopes  on  white  paper  are 
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watermarked  Oa^P.O.D.  t  Canada  P6B<>oifice 
Department.'* 

This  watermivrk  ifi  abo  ta  bia  fonnd  on  the 
10  cent  enVQlopes  tin  ^Mte  paper. 

There  is  now  before  us  ^an  imprecision  of  a 
5  cent  die  on  yellow  fiaper^  laid  like  that  of 
the  ordinary  type;  The  isfieription  is  ike 
same,  and  the  head  of  theQaeeii  of  a  ainnlar 
design;  but  muoh  coarser  in  ^engraving,  and 
rougher  in  the  etseeution.  The^obiof  points 
of  difference  between  the  two  heads  are  in 
the  tkitpuni  at  i\\e  back  erf  the  head,  which, 
with  its  pendant  curl,  are  much  larger  and 
freer  than  in  the  adopted  design* 

The  projecting  jewel  abotre  at  the  extreme 
led  of  the  crown  is  wanting,  and  Uie  details 
of  the  profile,  especially  in  the  nose,  are 
strikingly  distanet.  The  lettering  also  is 
entirely  differeiit. 

We  are  inclined  to  class  this  as  an  essay. 
It  k  evidently  a  design  emanating  from  the 
same  sonree  as  the  adopted  die. 

It  is  exceedingly  Tare ;  and  the  only  other 
specimen  we  know  has  been  for  upward.^  of 
foat  years  in  the  hands  of  its  possessor.  The 
one  we  describe  from  has  been  nearly  that 
time  within  our  immediate  knowledge.  No 
copy  of  it  has  cmne  o\'6r  in  the  recent  whole- 
sale importations  of  essays  and  reprints  £ro!m 
the  otlier  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

Of  the  10  cents  envelope  there  are 
On  laid  white  paper, 
struck  in  deep  chocolate  brown. 

On  laid  yellow  paper, 
struck  in  purple  brown. 

The  water-marks  have  been  previously 
mentioned. 

Proofs  ako  exist  of  this  value  in  bine  and 
green,  in  every  respect  corresponding  to 
those  of  the  5  cents  previously  mentioned. 

SKETCHES  OP  THE  LESS-KNOWN 
STAMP  COUNTRIES. 

BY  DR.  C.  W.  ViNER,  A.M, 

THE  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 

Thesk  islands — whose  stamps,  perhaps  at 
once  among  the  rarest  and  most  inartLstic 
of  posted  labels,  have  long  been  in  such  pe- 
cuhar  request  among  philatelists — are  about 
a  hundred  in  number,  although  about  a 
dozen  and  a  half  only  are  known  by  name 


to  the  European  worlds  Their  situation 
is  fiuniliar  to  the  veriest  tyro.  They  were 
discovered  by  the  celebrated  navigator  Fer- 
nando Magalhaens  in  1521,  and  by  him 
named  the  Archipelago  of  San  Lazaro.  He 
perished  in  the  small  island  of  Matan  in  an 
imbroglio  with  the  natives. 

In  15ti6  Bohol.and  Zebu  were  conquered, 
chiistianized,  and  annexed  by  the  Spaniards 
during  the  reign  of  our  queen  Mary*8 
husband,  whose  name  tUey  still  bear.  Fifty 
years  after  tlie  death  of  their  discoverer, 
Lu;Eon,  the  chief  island,  was  taken,  costing 
the  lives  of  250  Spaniards,  and  the  town  of 
Manila  founded.  It  was  the  handsomest 
and  most  populous  city  in  the  Malayan 
Archipelago ;  we  say  was,  because  it  suffered 
so  severely  from  tlie  recent  terrible  cata- 
»trophe,  M  to  be  now  but  a  mass  of  ruins. 

For  the  sake  of  the  lucrative  trade,  the 
Chinese'  had  settlements  in  the  principal 
islands,  and  fraternised  pretty  amicably  with 
the  Spaniards;  bat  in  1603  wishing  to 
surround  their  quarters  with  a  wa^l,  the 
jealonay  of  the  latter  was  excited,  and  three* 
and^twenty  thousand  Chinese  were  mas* 
sacred.  We  read,  however,  that  in  1639 
their  population  had  increased  to  40,000, 
but  becoming  t)roublesome,  or  likely  to  be  so, 
that  number  was  summarily  reduced  to 
7000! 

In  1662  the  &mous  adventurer  Coxinga, 
who  had  delivered  the  'beautiful'  island 
from  the  Dutch  yoke,  was  preparing  to 
attack  the  Philippines  with  an  army  of 
1 00,000  followers,  but  his  sudden  death  freed 
the  colony  from  this  threatened  danger.  In 
1709  the  Spaniards  had  become  sufficiently 
powerful  to  expel  all  the  Chinese  from  the 
islands.  In  the  middle  of  the  18th  century 
Manila  was  attacked  by  the  English  with 
the  vain  expectation  of  seizing  vast  treasure. 
Notwithstanding  the  vigorous  resistance  of 
both  settlers  and  natives  to  the  'heretics,' 
the  city  was  taken,  and  20  millions  of  francs 
demanded  by  General  Draper  as  its  ransom 
from  destruction.  The  conqueror  afterwards 
agreed  to  be  satisfied  with  a  quarter  of 
the  sum.  After  no  long  time,  however,  the 
invaders  were  attacked  by  their  late  victims, 
ajid  exhausted  by  famine  and  disease  were 
just  saved  the  disgrace  of  capitulating  by  the 
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arrival  of  a  frigate  with  the  news  of  peace 
being  concluded  between  the  £nglish  and 
Spanish  gnvernnieats.  Since  then  the  inlands 
bave  continued  uiiint«rrnptedly  in  poBnesaion 
vt  their  original  Bettlem. 

Like  other  tropical  lauds,  the  PhilippineB 
have  no  experience  of  winter.  The  six 
months  preceding  May  are  fine,  aud  the 
others  wet.  On  the  whole  the  cliinnte  ie 
both  bealthrnl  and  beautiful.  The  principal 
prodactiuna  are  rice,  maize,  sugar,  indigo, 
cutton,  cacao,  tobacoo,  areca  nut,  betel, 
infei'ior  coffee,  nutmegs  aud  cinnamon,  cassia 
aud  sara^iarilla;  besides  piuo-apples,  oranges, 
maiigoeB,  aloes,  ebony,  sulphur,  and  pearls. 
The  tamarind  tree  merits  special  mention. 
This  UBefol  production  of  the  tropics  derives 
itM  European  appellation  from  two  Asiatic 
wordH  signifying  'Indian  palm,' — not  that  it  is 
at  all  allied  to  the  palm  species,  but  because 
the  Arabs — '  who  first  imported  the  fruit,' 
&Dcied  it  bore  some  affinity  to  their  own 
dates,  the  fruit  ot'tlie  date-palm.  This  tree 
evidences  ft  remarkable  iimtauce  of  what  may 
be  termed  vegetable  instinct.  At  the  ap- 
proach of  eveuiiig,  all  the  leaves  near  the 
fi'uit  incline  towards  and  enclose  it  aa 
pnitcctivo  from  the  chilk  of  night,  till  the 
rising  sun's  warm  beams  release  them  from 
tbeir  fostering  care !  The  juice  is  fi'equenlly 
employed  as  a  substitute  lor  vinegar  when 
in  a  crude  state ;  but  thousands  and  myriads 
of  fever-stricken  sufferers  throughout  the 
civilized  world  have  gratefully  quaffed  with 
parched  lips  the  refi-eahing  preparation  cou- 
tiucted  from  the  preserved  fruits. 

There  is  scarfely  a  town  of  aoy  note 
except  Manila  in  the  islsnds.  The  cigars 
and  cheroots  ai-e  deservedly  esteemed,  aud 
the  straw  hats  are  second  to  those  of 
Panama  alone.  The  islands  contain  mines 
of  gold,  silver,  iron,  mercury,  and  cinnabar ; 
and  there  is  a  large  trade  in  cowries,  a 
species  of  shell  employed  in  lieu  of  coin 
tliroughout  the  majority  of  the  East  Indian 
Inles,  The  mention  of  shells  reniiuds  us  of 
the  fine  specimeaa  of  terrestrial  testacea 
indigenous  in  the  Philippines.  The  intro- 
duction of  scores  of  superb  new  species  by 
the  indetaligable  Mr.  Cuming,  some  tive-and~ 
twenty  years  since,  formed  quile  au  era  in 
cuucho logical  history. 


Bat  the  productions  with  which  we  have 
more  particularly  to  do,  ami  whi<^  are 
eagerly  appropriated  as  soon  aa  imported 
into  any  tiinbrophilic  country,  are  the 
pcwtage  stamps,  of  which  the  olxiolete  isBoes 
have  ever  been  exceedingly  rare,  and  caimot 
possibly  be  reprinted,  as  we  leant  by  a 
recent  communication  from  Manila  that  the 
terrible  earthquake  destroyed  with  the  palace, 
the  cathedral,  chapel  royal,  military  hospital, 
aJid  many  oburohes  and  other  public  edifices, 
the  post-office  and  all  its  tttampa  and  dies. 
There  has  not  been  such  a  violent  shock  in 
the  islands  for  upwards  of  two  hundred 
years,  a  very  terrible  one  having  taken  place 
in  164S. 

{Tu  be  amtiiiMed.) 


OuB  usual  monthly  notice  of  novelties  will 
not  this  time  be  so  comparative!}'  barren  of 
friiit  as  it  was  last  time.  We  have  to 
introduce  to  our  readers  more  than  one  new 
issue ;  a  whole  series  of  private  specnlation 
locals ;  modifications  in  colour,  perforatory 
improvements,  or  other  minor  change. 

The  first  cut  is  a  represcntatioD  of  the 
envelope  stamp  jost  issued  in 
Saxony,  of  a  lower  value  than 
any  beretefore  employed  in 
that  country.  It  will  be  re- 
marked that  the  design  is 
similar  to  that  of  it«congenera, 
but  the  shape  is  octagon  in 
lien  of  oval.  Colour,  orange^ 
W©  refer  to  Mr.  Pemberton's  description, 
in  another  column,  for  the  distinctive 
charaeteristics  of  the  second  edition  of  the 
current  Wallachian  stamps.  They  would 
not  strike  a  casual  observer  Ob  first  glance, 
unless  his  attention  were 
attracted  by  the  variation  I 
in  colour.  Au  equally 
minute  discrepancy  is  ob- 
servable between  the  first 
and  two  following  series  '■ 
of  St.  Lucia  stamps,  which  ; 
are  evidently  not  from  the  ' 
same  die;  the  letters  now, 
particularly,  being  more  defined  than  before. 


Aug.  1. 1866.]        THE  STAMP-COLLBOfOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


121 


A  representation   of  the    black  penny    is 
appended. 
Annexed  is  an  engraving  of  one  of  the 

Prince  Edward  Island 
stamps,  which  we  are 
given  to  nnderstaad  will 
shortly  become  obsolete 
by  the  emission  of  a  new 
and,  we  tmst,  more  at- 
tractive series.  If,  as  is 
very  likely,  the  execution 
of  tibe  new  stamps  has 
been  confided  to  the 
American  Company,  collectors  will  find  them 
a  desirable  acqnTsiti<m,  and  worthy  to  be 
placed  by  the  side  of  the  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick  issues. 

It  will  be  seen  that  our  previsions  re- 
specting the  English  fourpenny  are  verified; 
that  stamp  now  being  improved  or  deterior- 
ated, according  to  individual  taste,  by  the 
unpicturesqne  square-figure  blocks. 

A  more  noteworthy  appearance  is  that 
of  a  New  Granada  stamp  lower  in  de- 
nomination than  any  hitherto  emanating 
from  that  most  fertile-in-variety  country. 
A  friend  has  kindly  favoured  us  with  a 
drawing  from  which  we  proceed  to  describe. 
It  is  perfectly  genuine,  having  come  direct 
from  the  British  Consul  at  Bogota.  The 
impression  is  rose  coloured,  upright  oblong, 
device  unlike  any  of  the  previous  labels,  al- 
though the  ubiquitous  ecLgle  is  for  the  second 
time  introduced.  The  cenh^  exhibits  the  usual 
shield,  on  which  the  bird  rests,  having  nine 
stars  over  his  head.  Cobbeos  above ;  I  cei^t. 
below;  B.  u  db  Colombia  nationales  left 
and  right:  the  whole  enclosed  in  a  fancy 
frame  not  entirely  occupying  the  whote 
stamp,  of  rectangular  shape  with  the  comers 
rounded  off. 

An  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the 
existing  Wurtemburg  envelopes  as  far  as 
regards  their  inscriptions :  that  on  the  3  kr. 
rose  is  now  in  black  letters;  on  the  6  kr.  blue 
it  is  yellow;  but  on  the  9  kr.  brown  it 
remains  green  as  before.  A  more  important 
change  is  the  addition  of  a  value  cor- 
responding with  that  of  the  lowest  priced 
label,  viz.,  1  kreuzer.  The  impression  is 
green,  the  inscription  violet.  The  paper  is 
of  bluish  tint :  on  the  flap  of  the  envelope  is  a 


small  horn  enclosing  the  figure  1.  One 
would  imagine  the  expense  of  printing  and 
providing  paper  for  these  very  low  rated 
envelopes  would  run  away  with  all  the 
revenue  derivable  therefrom.  Perhaps  the 
government  of  Wurtemburg  reckons  upon 
the  profit  that  will  accrue  from  the  thousands 
that  will  be  vended  solely  for  timbrophiHc 
purposes. 

The  12  cuartos  of  Spimi,  the  |  silber- 
groschen  of  Brunsvnek,  and  the  2|  schillinge 
of  Hamburg  are  now  perforated. 

The  same  improve- 
p7  ment  may  likewise  be 
'  -  perceived  in  the  '  quaU 
uor  junda  in  utw  *  of 
Mecklenburg,  the  other 
variation  in  which  we 
noticed  in  our  number 
for  June. 

In  addition  to  the 
variation  in  colour 
which  we  noted  last  month,  in  regard  to  the 
medio  real  and  dos  reales  of  La  uuaira,  we 
find  there  is  so  sensible  a  difference  in  the 
size  of  the  letters,  that  had  we  not  received 
both  lots  direct  from  San  Tomas  we  should 
have  been  inclined  to  believe  one  an  imitation 
of  the  other. 

The  private-office  series  above  hinted  at 
is  from  Dresden,  emanating  from  an  Express 
Company  started  nominally,  if  not  really, 
for  the  public  convenience.  In  that  city,  it 
seems,  the  last  collection  from  the  letter- 
boxes takes  place  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  Communications  posted  after  that 
hour  must  wait  till  the  next  morning, 
unless  carried  to  the  railway  termini  whence 
they  can  be  transmitted  up  to  the  departure 
of  the  trains.  In  Paris,  in  like  manner 
(and  in  a  more  qualified  degree  in  London), 
letters  can  be  received  at  the  railway  stations 
as  late  as  seven,  half-past  seven,  or  eight 
o'clock,  according  to  time  of  departure,  and 
on  the  Havre  line  so  late  as  twenty  minutes 
after  ten. 

The  Dresden  agency,  then,  undertakes  to 
transmit  correspondence  from  any  distance 
to  the  railways,  up  to  the  latest  hour  for 
reception,  on  payment  of  the  supplementary 
fee  represented  by  the  several  vaJues  of  their 
stamps,  which  are  as  follow  : 
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S  pfennige,      .      .      green. 

^  neu-gro8chen,     .      dull  yellowr. 

1  ,«  .      pink. 

These  are  li^ls,  and  the  the  two  latter 
denominAtions  atre  repeated  in  envelopes, 
making  £ye  impressicms  altogether.  They 
are  lithographed  in  colour  on  white,  and  are 
a  feeble  imitation  of  the  current  series  of 
Saxony. 

A  central  oval  contains  the  coat  of  arms 
and  inscription  ex  PR  ESs  com  p.  A  surrounding 
or  rather  surovalling  fttune  has  dkb9I>kk 
above;  pfenxigb  or  neuoroschem  below; 
and  a  figure  denotative  of  the  value  in  a  small 
oval  on  each  side ;  which  figure  is  repeated, 
moreover,  in  the  four  angles,  filling  up  with 
a  few  small  ornamentations  the  spaces  be- 
tween the  frame  and  bounding  rectangle. 
The  envelopes,  as  may  be  imagined,  wbrut 
this  last  mentioned  characteristic*  the  frame 
forming  the  outer  circumference. 

A  series  of  essays  for  Wurtemburg,  printed 
probably  in  1802,  at  whioh  date  envelopes 
were  first  started  in  that  country,  may  be 
alluded  to,  notwithstanding  the  strictures  of 
a  correspondent  who  disapproves  of  our 
chroniclmg  such  cattle.  With  all  due 
deference  to  the  opinions  of  our  critic,  or 
of  the  many  others  entertaining  his  by  no 
means  unshared  views,  we  would  submit 
that  it  is  our  duty  '  when  found  to  make  a 
note  of  all  new  appearances,  worthy  or 
worthless,  leaving  to  our  readers  the  onus  of 
acception  or  rejection. 

The  envelopes  under  notice  have  round 
impressions  on  the  left,  and  are  all  of  the 
same  value,  3  kreuzer.  The  armorial  bearings 
of  Wurtemburg  are  beautifully  stamped  in 
relief;  value  beneath;  kon.  wurtkmbebo'sohb 
FRBiMAKKE  above.  Some  slight  discrepancies 
may  be  observable  in  the  annexed  list  of 
varieties. 
3  kr.  brown,  large  sized,  inscription  in  ronum 

characters,  value  9  kr. 
3  kr.  green,  ditto,  ditto. 
3  kr.  blue,  middling  sized,  gothic  letters. 
3  kr.  pink,  ditto,  ditto. 
3  kr.  yellow,  narrower  rectMigle,  ditto. 

In  our  April  number  we  chronicled  and 
figured  an  emission  of  Schleswig-Holstein, 
similar  in  device  to  the  then  current  stamps 
of  that  duchy,  but  bearing  as  inscription  the 


aboredesignatSon,  insieadof  Herzogth  Schles- 
wig,  or  Grand  Duchy  of  Sehlesw^.  We 
intimated  also  the  profaiUile  <  Rpp«an»ioe  of  a 
oompimion  whose  value  would  be  .bne  silber 
grosohen  according  to  the  Prussiim  coinage. 
This  seems  to  be  Tealized  by  the  lately-issued 
one-and^-qti«rier  sehilling,  which  ia,  as  far 
as  we  can  unravel  tlie  mysteries  of  German 
coinage,'  the  nearest  equivalent  to  the  pro- 
posed valu^ 

Philatel^ts  may  expect  to  receive  at  an 
early  date  the  promised  issue  for  Brunswick. 
The  stamps  are  ah-eady  printed,  and  are 
only  awaiting  the  sate  of  the  reinnAtit  of  the 
prescffit  series  to  enter  upon  active  service. 

The  identical  die  employed  for  the  penny 
adhesive  labels  of  New  South  Wales  at  pre- 
sent performs  double  duty  by  impressing  the 
newspaper  covers  of  that  colony,  super- 
sodtog,  we  conclude  in  totality,  th»  embossed 
stamp  now  little  more  tfaaa  a  twehne-mooth 
in  circulation ! 

The  junction  of  another  country  to  the 
postage-stamp-adopting  ranks  (how  nsefol 
a  long  German  compound  word  wouM  be 
here!)  is  always  im  object  of  congratulation 
to  the  philat^ic  world.  Honduras  is  the 
last  aspirant  for  postal  honom*s.  We  have 
before  us  some  of  the  first  specimens  issued, 
and  can  vouch  for  their  genuine  character  on 
the  faith  of  a  well*known  Liverpool  firm,  to 
whom  all  collectors  are  ready  to  attribute 
the  good  qualities  of  truth  and  honesty. 
From  them  we  obtain  infonwatnm  that 
the  '  welcome  little  strangers  *  were  designed 
by  a  gentleman  in  the  consul's  offioe,  and 
executed  by  a  Belgian  firm.  They  were 
printed  at  first  as  essays  in  three  colours, 
one  only  of  each ;  rose,  green,  and  yellow. 
One  value  for  all,  2  reals.  The  '  latter, 
consequently,  is  unique,  the  former  two 
colours  having  been  selected ;  and  about 
three  millions  struck  off  and  sent  to  the 
Honduras  government,  where  tiiey  will  he 
now  just  come  into  use.  One  colour  only 
will  be  issued  at  first  till  extmusted,  af%«r 
which  the  other  will  come  into  play,  until 
superseded  in  its  turn  by  a  third  hue,  and 
so  on,  every  edition  being  different  in  colour. 

Like  most  of  the  Central  American  series, 
and  we  wish  the  custom  were  more  general, 
the  device  is  figurative,  but  we  cannot  give 
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tbe  engntrfir  .auich.  credit  fur  .bin  exeoutioa.  | 
Tbe  stamp  m  a  xyloKrapb,  and  KlUigyther  Imti  ' 
but  s,  poor  Appeni'ancfl.     TUe  tmpreitaiuii  iu 
very    nearly  .square,    piuiit«d   in   bluck   on  . 
u)luDra<l  |)ftper.     A  broad  oval  oLvupiea  tbe  | 
lustre,   the  reotanglu.  buiug  completed  by  ' 
tnuisvei-»e  lines,  on  wbicb  Hppatkm  tlui  tigure 
of  value  iu    «ach    ooiucr.       A    faint    line 
bounds  ail  inner  ovnl  coataining  a  pyiramid 
resting  on  tbe   sea.       Kitber    tlie   Bay  of  , 
Honduras     is    pet^nLiArly    buoynut,   or    tbe  j 
bricks  ursConMiot' that  territon'  marvvlkmsly  : 
light '.     This  tritiugalar  anomaly  forms  the  i 
backf^und  to  a  pair  of  iimall  tmititii  sup- 
porting ail  drub,   boiteath   wbiob   tbe   rising   . 
sou  tUuntas  bebind  a  rock  topped  by  the  cap  , 
of  bberty.     Over  this   in    tie  legend    owa  ; 
L'MUN  Y  UUKKTAO.     Knoompiuising  hiuM  devitw  \ 
is  couieoa  de  HUNDUBAa  Jibove ;    voa  ueales  | 
below.     Kigbir  and  left  of  tbe  lower  angles  uf 
the  pyrunid  is  a.  star,  and  fidlovving  the 
curved  outline  of  tbe  sea,  a  couple  of  brancbe& 
The  pink  in  of  tbe  precise  tint  of  tbe  2  gr. 
Oldeubnfp,  second  series  ;   tbe  green  ueitber 
pea,  apple,  euierald,  grass,  or  verdigris,  but 
the  QndeacTibable  ^bade  la«t  in  fatdtfuii. 

From  Brazil  we  again  receive  information 
tbftt  there  will  be  a  new  iwae  of  stamps, 
but  oar  oorrebpoudeat  wisely  adds  that  it 
will  most  likely  be  a  long  tin\e  before  tbey 
are  ready.  The  supply  of  20  r.  black  was 
exbausted  a  couple  of  mtaiths  siuce  and 
will  not  be  renewed. 

OaroBB  and  Co.,  021,  Mont^pmiery  Street, 
Saa  Vranci^o,  affoi'd  ns  a  series  uf  locals 
equal  iu  uomber  to  the  Muses.  Half  a 
doBeu  of  them  are  precisely  alike  except 
in  colour.  Tbey  are  transversely  oblong, 
A  centi^  oval  exhibits  a  bear,  over  whose 
head  is    a   star.      Insciiption   in   a  frame; 

CAKNES,   SAH   FRANCJSO)  I.KrrKB  EXPRESS.        The 

angles  ore  filled  in  witli  radiating  lines  and 
mone^ry  denomination  in  small  ovals,  the 
figure  5  denoting  that  number  of  cents. 
The  colours  of  these  ai'e,  black,  blue,  red, 
bronze,  silver  and  gold.  There  is  a  seventb 
very  like  tbem,  but  of  smaller  size,  rose-red 
impression.  Tbe  star  is  absent;  tbe  comers 
are  not  tilled  in,  and  tbe  legend  is  cabnes' 
axY  LE-rriiR  EXPREiis.  This  stamp  is  noted 
as  obsolete.  Tbe  number  is  completed  by 
two    mucb    lai^er    labels,   same  colour   as 


lant  described,  without  device ;  bearing 
merely,  caumhs  and  oo.,  oiTt  )>acka;0(;  kxpukss, 
G21,  MONTG.  BT.  around,  and  16  cents  and 
25  (%jiTS  respectively  in.  tbe  interior  oval 

A  corruspondeut  assures  us  that  tbe  BeU't 
Vt^lhttch  «£amps  of  Uontrenl  are  from  the 
I'iclier  of  one  of  the  many  unprincipled 
forgers.  He  possesses  an  obsolete  kicnl 
Montreal  envelope,  black  on  }'ellow,  roond 
impiression :  portlakd  abovo ;  UQ::'iKiiAL 
bebiw;  KXPBt;sw,  wiksi.ow  A  lO.,  vo.  3,  place 
d'aunss,  in  the  centre.  He  also  otdle  our 
attention  to  a  variation  in  the  twopenny 
New  Zealand,  wbicli  ^rain  lavonra  a  bluish 
tinted  pajier.  There  is,  moreover,  a  sligbt 
vaviatiou  elsewhere  in  tbe  stamp;  tbe  pattern 
of  tbe  ground  work  being  larger,  and  Her 
Majesty  H  dresa  not  quite  so  high. 

Oar  concluding  illustration  is  a  fitosimile 
of  tbe  newspaper  band- 
stamp  now  employed  in 
Frankfort,  and  probably 
superseding  tbe  impres- 
I    siou  catidogued  by  Dr. 
Gray,    and    by  Mount 
Brown  in  bis  earlier  edi- 
tions,   which   seema   to 
bflve  been  without  rea- 
son   ignored    by  most 
collectors.      It  is  impressed   in   black  ink, 
after  the  same  manner  as  it«  Elnglisb  con- 
geners. 

ODDS    AND  KNDS.— I. 

5V   tKSTONlA. 

Undem  tbis  unpretending  title  we  have 
strung  together  a  number  of  desultory  ob- 
servations whiob  have  occurred  to  us,  as 
doubtless  to  others  also,  in  tbe  study  and 
arrangement  of  postage  stamps. 

India. — Mount  Urown  is  mistaken  in  the 
date  of  issue  of  the  present  blae  half  anna 
Indian  stan[tp.  We  have  a  letter  from 
Locknow,  dated  July  Ist,  18o6  (the  writer 
of  which  died  during  tbe  memorable  siege  in 
tbe  following  year),  which  was  freed  to 
England  by  one  half  anna  stamp  of  the  old 
issue,  and  by  a  number  of  half  annas  of  tbe 
present  issue,  on  while  paper.  If  stronger 
proof  were  necessary,  the  stamps  are  actually 
crossed  in  writing  with  the  date — a  well- 
known  Indian  custom.      It  may  therefore  be 
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presamed  that  this  was  the  traasition  period 
from  the  old  to  the  new  issue  as  regards  the 
half  anna.  The  old  issue  of  the  higher 
values,  however,  continued  to  be  received  on 
letters  for  a  year  afterwards.  How  much 
longer  than  that  we  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  judgmg.  Probably  Mr.  O.  Taylor,  writing 
in  last  month's  ntimber,  is  correct  in  assign- 
ing the  completion  of  the  new  series  to  1858, 
though,  as  stated  above,  we  have  proof  posi- 
tive that  the  blue  half  anna  long  preceded 
the  rest.  The  red  half  anna  is  said  to  have 
been  originally  intended  for  newspapers, 
hence  its  extreme  rarity,  as  nobody  cares  to 
keep  newspapers.  If  so,  newspaper  postage 
must  have  been  raised  since  then,  as  the 
present  newspaper  stamp  of  8  pies  is  a  trifle 
higher  in  value,  a  pice  being  the  twelfth  of 
an  anna. 

We  are  inolmed  to  doubt  the  existence 
of  a  whole  series  on  blue  paper  as  stated  by 
Mount  Brown;  it  was  cwtainly  not  a  first 
issue.  Bluish,  as  stated  by  Bellars  and  Davie, 
rather  than  blue  paper,  would  most  fitly 
describe  the  only  specimen  we  have  ston,  a 
four  annas. 

The  one  anna  red  occurs  in  large  and  small 
lettering,  the  latter  being  the  earliest;  an 
unused  specimen  of  this  variety  is  very  rare. 

Chika. — It  has  been  denied  that  the  Hong 
Kong  cent  is  equivalent  to  an  English 
halfpenny,  and  at  last  we  are  told  (p.  98) 
the  infinitesimal  difierence  which  supports 
this  assertion.  All  that  we  can  say  in 
support  of  the  common  opinion  is,  that  we 
lately  saw  a  letter  from  an  English  family  at 
Hong  Kong  freed  by  stamps  to  the  value  of 
thirty-two  cents,  and  underneath  was  writ- 
ten Post  paid,  one-and-fonrpmee. 

LuEBBGK. — There  w  a  set  of  envelopes  with 
inscription  to  the  right  (inquired  for  at 
p.  32),  probably  the  last  issue. 

Austrian  Lombardy. — ^Why  do  Stafford 
Smith  &  Smith  omit  the  15  soldi  of  1S61,  profile 
to  right,  in  their  last  price  catalogue  P  Because 
Mount  Brown  expunged  it  from  his  fifth 
edition.  Why  did  Mount  Brown  do  so  P 
Because  the  Stamp-Collector^s  Magazine,  (vol. 
iL,  p.  112)  denies  its  existence.*      We  have 

♦  JAt  the  Venice  post-office,  in  1863,  we  purchased 
specimens  of  all  the  current,  and  manv  of  the  obsoletes ; 
and  were  assured  that  the  15  soldi  nead  to  right  l»d 


seen  this   15  soldi,   as  also  the  whole  set 
identical  with  the  enveloped  of  1861,  in  a 
foreign  collection,  perforated,  but  being  un- 
used, we  are  not  prepared  to  prove  that  they 
were  all  issued.     The  2  soldi  ydhw  mentioned 
by  Bellars  and  Davie  was  not  there,  nor  is  it 
probable  that  it  ever  existed,  as  the  envelope 
series  of  1861  includes  no  such  value.       We 
demur  to  Bellars  and  Davie  appropriating 
the    C4mte8  and  soldi  Austrian  stamps  ex- 
clusively to  Venetia,    whi6h    is    only   one 
of  the  two  governments  of  the  Lombardo- 
Venetiaii  kingdom,  or  Austrian  possessions 
in   Italy;     the  other  being  Milan   or    the 
Austrian  Milanese.     We  are  ihcHned  to  &ney 
that  Yenice,  one  of  the  eight  provinces  into 
which  Venetia  is  divided,  of  which  Venice  of 
gondola  odebrity  is  the  capital,  uses  hreuzer 
stamps,  as  the  only  stamp  we  have  seen  with 
the  Venice  po^mark  is  a  8  kreu^er,  while 
from  Bassano,  ev^  memorable  as  the  birth- 
place of  the  ft)under  of  the  Aldine  ^u'ess, 
not  far  distant  though  in  another  province, 
we  have  a  5  soidi  stamp.     From  Milan  we 
have  invariably  cmies  or  soldi  stamps.     Mount 
Brown,    therefore,    steers  most  dear  from 
eiTor,  by  ascribing  these  stMnps  to  ^  Anstrian 
Italy '  generally. 

The  Philfpfikbs. — ^Why  does  every  vniter, 
dealer,  and  collector,  oall  the  Spani^  stempe 
used  in  the  Philippine  islands  Luzon  statepe? 
We  think  they  would  be  more  conrectly 
designated  Philippine  stamps.  We  have  fin 
unmistakeably  genuine  5  c*.,  red,  postnoarked 
Iloilo«  Iloilo  is  the  capital  of  a  Nourishing 
province  of  ^e  same  name  in  the  island  of 
Panay,  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  Fhilippine 
group  and  te  distant  from  Luzon— proof 
positive  to  our  mind  that  the  stamps  are 
mtended  for  the  whole  group,  at  least  for 
such  of  their  inhabltaats  as  care  to  write  a 
letter  or  know  how  to  wHte,  probably  not 

never  been  veqwred,  all  tboM  ^th.  &e  snail  heed  Aoi 
being  yet  exhausted,  nor  was  it  needed  or  ^xaet^ed  to 
be  issued,  as  some  of  the  eagle  series  were  atres^  in  ctr- 
culation,  Hod  of  oottne  when  the  *  heads  left*  fkued,  the 
15  soldi  arms  would  duly  succeed.  The  Venetian  eoireiKy 
is  florins  and  soldi,  not  kreuzer.  The  latter  two  coins 
are  identical  in  value.  The  eentesimi  series  was  common 
to  the  Lombardo-Venetianprovinoes;  the  aoldi  aeiiei 
exdunvely  to  Tenetia.  What  does  our  valued  eoa* 
tributor  mean  by  saying  that  from  Milan  we  have 
invariably  centes  or  soldi  stamps?  The  soldo  is  not 
current  in  Milan. — £d.] 
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a  very  numerons  dasa  in  the  gmaller  ialaoda. 
The  fact  that  most  of  our  letters  come  from 
Manila,  and  that  all  European  trade  centres 
there,  of  course  makes  the  ishind  of  Lazon 
best  known  to  collectors,  but  it  would  be  as 
reasonable  for  the  Cubans  (who  are  reported 
in  vol.  i.y  p.  124,  of  this  magazine  to  have 
tamed  their  attention  to  timbrology)  to 
imagine  that  the  Channel  Islands  or  the 
Isle  of  Man  do  not  use  English  stamps 
because  they  never  receive  any  letters  from 
thence,  as  for  u^  to  suppose  that  the  less 
known  islands  of  the  Philippine  group  do 
not  participate  in  the  privilege  accorded 
by  the  mother  conntry  to  Luzon,  simply 
because  we  have  no  correspondence  with 
them. 

Peru. — Can  there  be  a  half  real  of  Peru, 
as  stated  in  vol.  ii.,  p.  48,  or  was  the 
allusion  intended  for  the  half  peso  ?  Perhaps 
it  was  a  mistake,  owing  to  the  *  almost 
hopeless  confusion  observable  in  the  then 
descriptions  of  Peruvian  stamps'  (see  ibid, 
p.  32)  ;  at  all  events  '  it  is  so  rare  *  that  we 
have  never  seen  it ! 

Blub  paper.— Mr.  Pearson  Hill  has  thrown 
a  sad  damper  on  our  treasured  specimens 
on  blue  paper.  Does  he  mean  to  say  that 
our  penny  envelopes  on  blue  paper  were  never 
issued  by  government,  but  have  been  simply 
stamped  on  packets  for  private  individuals  ? 
We  could  resign  our  Barbadoes  and  Indian 
as  aged  specimens;  but  our  much  prized 
Trinidads !  We  possess  a  blue  and  a  slate 
which  seem,  unmistakeably  on  blue  paper, 
though  others  which  we  possess  of  the  same 
series,  we  should  be  willing,  in  deference 
to  Mr.  Pearson  Hill,  to  put  down  as  merely 
Unted  by  the  gum  then  in  use.  But  there 
are  some  colonials,  happily  not  yet  ignored 
by  Mr,  P.  Hill,  which  we  cannot  renounce, 
viz.,  the  Id.,  2d.,  and  Is.  New  Zealand. 
They  have  no  water-mark  (which  the  early 
2d.  blue  and  6d.  dark«brown  always  have), 
and  are  also  on  peculiarly  thick  paper.  We 
feel  convinced  no  gum  ever  brought  these  to 
their  present  colour. 


Pluct  Milea,  a  gentleman  well  known  in  the  United 
States  £roin  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  cheap  postage,  died 
reoently  at  the  island  of  Malta.  He  was  a  native  of 
Wattfitotm,  New  York.— CinciMnaii  Daily  QtuetU. 


REVIEWS  oy  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Stamp-  CaUector*8  Examiner,  Leamington : 
A.  Parsons. 

This  being  the  primid  number  of  a  new 
series,  we  conclude  there  mu^t  have  been  a 
former,  but  we  never  remember  seeing  such. 
It  opens  with  an  amusing  and  interesting 
account  of  the  humours  of  a  Califomian  Post 
office,  by  a  Secretary  of  Legation  to  the 
United  States  of  America.  Some  scenes 
connected  therewith  are  very  graphically 
described,  and  would  our  space  allow,  we 
should  like  to  quote  the  whole  article  for  the 
benefit  of  our  readers.  Next  follows  a  prize 
essay  on  postage  stamps*  This  must  be 
read  to  be  properiy  appreciated.  It  is  a  pity 
the  compositor  had  not  been  more  careful, 
or  that  the  writer  had  not  corrected  the 
press,  th^  deficiencies  in  orthography  are  so 
very  glaring  and  ridiculous.  We  are  told 
that  the  '  authorites '  suppressed  stamp  sell- 
ing in  the  Tuileries,  and  that  '  Seina '  is 
Italian  for  monkey  !  Even  Dr.  Gray  and 
Messrs.  Bellars  &  Davie  get  their  names 
metamorphosed  into  *Grey,'  *Beller,*  and 
*  Davies  * !  A  paper  on  the  Pony  Express  is 
succeeded  by  a  retrospect  of  the  month. 
This  commences  with  another  instance  of 
Hamburg  cheatery,  and  proceeds  to  tell  us 
that  a  5  cents  and  13  cents  are  about  to  be 
issued  for  the  Sandwich  Islands,  in  the  same 
type  as  the  current  2  cents,  bearing  the 
head  of  king  Kamehameha  V.  Papers  on 
the  Wenden  stamps,  and  on  Nicaragua, 
reviews,  correspondenoei  answers  to  corres- 
pondents, and,  finally,  a  batch  of  advertise- 
ments, complete  the  publication,  to  which 
we  cordially  wish  all  the  success  it  deserves. 


POSTAL   CHIT-CHAT. 

A  Letteb  war  lately  reckived  from  Hambuir, 
tiie  postage  of  wluoh  was  defrayed  by  eight  fwged  7  sen. 
stamps,  daly  obliteriited  at  the  post-office. 

Until  lately  the  French  (home)  stamps  were  used 
in  Eeunion;  the  French  colonial  are  now  employed  there. 
The  former  are  still  the  only  kind  in  use  in  Algeria. 

The  16  c.  Swiss  Stamp  of  the  1855  issue,  was  sup- 
pressed August  Slst,  1862,  the  others  of  that  issue  were 
in  use  until,  and  even  after,  the  next  series  was  issued. 

The  Tribunal  of  Justice  at  Paris  has  condemned 
a  certain  M.  Marion  to  pay  5000  f.  for  advertising  and 
selling  the  current  Frencn  stamps  above  their  facial 
value. 
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It  ifj  8TATKD  that  a  stamp  mnpiziiie  lias  bom  «tart<^ 
in  Punauiu,  eutitU'd  Thr  Star  of  PauamOy  containing  16 
pagffl,  printed  in  the  KnglitUi  languagi',  and  illnHtnitcd 
with  cut*  of  Kun>|>ean  8tainp8.  Th*'  prict*  nsiuirtHl  ik  three 
8]H*cie  dolhirn  jkt  annum,  or  tuie  ohillin^  monthly; 
w  hich,  all  thinj?s  ronrtidered,  is,  pcrhafw*,  not  too  high. 

The  Ciiix>aE  Postal  Skuvick. — Atrordin?  to  a  work 
on  China,  recently  publishi'd  by  M.  D'hseavrat-  du 
I^uture,  the  Middle  Euipiir  is  traversed  in  all  directions 
bv  20,000  inii>erial  roada,  uiont  of  which  jire  badly  kept. 
Inerc  is,  neverthelesi*,  a  ]KMtal  service,  but  of  a  very  rude 
kind.  ITie  couriers  who  aiv  despatched  by  the  liK*al 
functionaiicft  are  allowe<l  to  carry  private  h*ttei*«  for  a 
trilling  remuneration .  Letters  from  rekiu  reach  Shanghai 
in  fifteen  or  twenty  daiys,  and  Cantou  in  forty,  fifty,  and 
even  sixty  da^s.  Thejiostage  of  a  letter  from  Ptlcin  to 
Shanghai  is  oOc.  The  ctjurierschangi*  horses  about  every 
seven  leagues.  M.  D*E««Gayrac  de  I^iuture  thinks  that  if 
the  government  could  be  induced  to  grant  a  post-ortice 
contract  to  K»irt>peans  it  might  be  made  a  very  pn>fituble 
8jH.*culation,  and  would  render  gix^at  services  tt>  commeree. 

How  THK  American*  Local  Stamps  wkke  Aholwhfd. 
— l*he  United  States  gorennnent  never  did  abolish  the 
Expn.'SH  l'oct«,  for  it  never  had  the  jwwit  ;  one  thing  it 
certainl}'  did  do,  it  prohibited  the  using  of  the  term  *  I'ost- 
oflBcc  *  on  any  of  the  stamps  or  signs,  to  the  «'nd  that  the 
public  might  not  mistake  the  KxpreM  |)oit-ottlce8  for  the 
G.  P.  0., — a  course  of  which  the  Express  Post  propriet«)rs 
had  no  just  reastm  to  complain.  1*lic  manner  in  whitJi 
the  Ooveniment  finally  got  rid  of  a  great  many  of  the 


event  took  place  In  1859 ;  previous  to  which  Hme,  how- 
ever, boxes  of  tin  (the  buHp>-poat  boxes  are  of  east  iron) 
had  Ikha  placed  throughout  tlu'  citii*s  in  great  profusion, 
but  had  signally  faikni  to  shake  the  confidence  of  the 
public  in  the  Expre«H  Postii'  character  for  diligeiico  and 
punctuality. — Stamp  (MUctor'tt  Jiee^rd, 

The  Mvleeady  E.welope. — This  cover  is  thus  de- 
scribed in  an  old  periodical :  *  Britannia  in  the  centi-e 
dcsj)atching  four  winded  messengers  to  the  fV)ur  quarters 
of  the  globe;  the  figures  on  each  side  are  groups 
emblematical  of  British  commeire  communicating  with 
all  parts  of  the  world.  On  her  right  are  Ea.st  Indians  and 
Chinese  directing  the  embarkation  of  merchandise* ;  next 
are  Arabs  \iith  camels  bulen.  On  her  left  ai-e  American 
Indians  concluding  a  treaty,  and  Negroes  packing  cask^ 
of  sugar.  In  the  foreground,  on  one  side,  is  a  young 
man  [}onng  woman  ?]  reading  a  letter  to  his  mother  JrJ 
whose  chisped  hands  express  her  emotion.  On  the  other  side 
is  a  group  of  three  figures  each  striving  to  catch  a  glimpse 
of  the  welcome  letter.  The  whole  is  forcibly  told,  and 
suggests  gratitude  for*  the  blessings  of  a  fVee  cor- 
resmmdence.'  The  Laplander  with  Ixis  reindeer  in  the 
bacK  ground  doubtless  n^presents  the  mail-cart  of  liis 
country. 

An  extensive  collection  of  Franks  is  now-a-days 
a  curiosity,  and  Mutav  who  cherish  a  taste  for  such  n  tiling 
must  be  contented  to  be  regardixl  as  amiable  and  antiqua- 
rian enthusia.Hts,  and  *  w<»rship|>er8  of  relics.'  But  it  is 
curious  to  look  back  more  tlian  a  quaiter  of  a  century,  and 
to  see  the  same  finu,  bold,  roimd  and  legibh-  limid  of  Loi"d 
Palmerstou,  with  the  *  thick  up-strokes,  which  he  recom- 
mended so  recently  to  the  good  people  at  lioiuitey  lu  one 
Eriuie  object  of  education ;  to  mark  the  prim,  neat,  squai-e 
and  of  Gladstone,  tlieii  fri»sh  fn»m  Oxford ;  the  rapid, 
flowing  penmanship  of  Lord  John  Uussell  and  the  late  Sir 
Itobert  Peel,  the  huge  gaunt  rugged  signature  of  llarry 


Brougham,  the  whokrKke  and  thmightft*  texthand  of 
L\-ndiiurst,  and  the  small  copjHT-pIate  *chimgruphum'  irf 
Mi*^intlm>p  Mack  worth  Pnied.  It  is  curiouy  to  st»e  franks 
of  all  the  tribe  of  O'Connelbi  addres-Hcd  to  Tommy  Moore, 
at  Slopertou,  and  thi>se  of  Ktatrsmcn  long  deceased 
addri'ssed  Ut  S^-dney  Herbert  and  Ghidsttme,  at  Et<»n  and 
Christ  Chuj'ch,  and  to  Dr.  Xewniun  at  Oriel.  All  the** 
thinp  tfinch  nnon  tender,  ph*as:int  reminiscences,  and 
call  bark  days  that  arc  long  jiuice  i^a^^fd  away. — Once  0 

The  Collection  of  Stamp:*  is  not  wi  vain  and  puerile 
as  is  sometiiues  n'jjresented.  It  iH-long.-*  esseutially  to  our 
times,  and  deserves  to  stand  beside  the  labours  of  the  col- 
lector of  foreign  coins,  who  is  proud  of  his  Austrian 
ducats,  Egyptian  8i»^uins  Japanest*  koi>unffs.  Persian 
rupifs,  Russian  imperials,  Amencan  eagles.  \Vith  young 
ne<)pK»  especially  the  collection  of  pi»st«ge  stauips  ahonld 
be  encoura^i-d,  as  it  naturally  leads  to  thi*  study  of  gt^o- 
graphy  and  the  currency  of  foreij^n  nations.  To  all  who 
are  inten-sted  in  the  progress  of  civilisation,  tlie  subject  Is 
of  imiMirtance.  It  is  one  of  tho  noveltii-s  of  the  uinetenth 
century,  but  a  novelty  that  promises  well  for  the  future 
of  mankind.  Frei*  communication— tlu'se  p<»stage  stamps 
its  syiubol — serves  to  breaik  up  tho  isolation  of  nations, 
serves  to  make  us  accept  the  terms  of  common  bn»theT- 
hood,  and  hasten  the  day  when  the  ploughshare  and 
sickle  .«*liall  superjiede  spear  and  sword.  Art  is  not  unin- 
ter»'ste<I  in  the  colU-ction  of  foreign  stamps.  Typf»graphy, 
engraving,  lithography  are  emnbiyed  in  tlieir  nrepanitiou; 
eminent  men  are  engaginl  in  tlieir  design  and  execution. 
Ilie  po.stage  staui])  of  a  nation  aL*o  tTin)ws  light  cm  the 
priJ^ress  and  condition  of  its  people — commeiTially,  indus- 
trially, and  artistically.  It  is^  therefoiv,  no  idle  or  usele« 
labour  to  collect  these  inteivsting  memorials  of  tlie  world's 
advancement. —  VuhhICis  Papei: 


»-  I  ■    ^» 


CORRESPONDKNCE. 

NEW  STAMPS  .VND  SUXDBY  (iUKHIES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazixe.* 

Sir, — In  the  July  number  j-ou  offer  an  iUM>kgy  for  the 
few  m'w  emissions,  and  state  that  your  readers  must  con- 
tent themselves  with  a  few  stray  crumbs,  but  yon  do  not 
give  the  said  readers  tlit*  fuU  benefit  of  all  the  cr«iub9  that 
fall.*  For  iustance,  ydu  haven^t  noticod  the  I  kr.  gik^en 
Wurt<'mburg  enveloi>e  stamp;  this  must  have  been  itemed 
in  May,  for  I  reeeived  it  in  the  beghining  of  Jum*.  There 
is  also  the  1|  sch.  grt^vn  Schl^wi^-UtHst^,  likewise  a 
2  real  grei'n  Ecuador,  lU'ither  of  which  you  have  rrrordcd. 
Among  uuiiturdrd  esetays  there  is  a  DeniuHrk  one ;  it  is  a 
square  stamp  bearing  in  the  centra  .the  head  of  the  king 
(l* Vnlerick  \  XL,  Charlw^  Christum)  >  to  tliv  right,  within  a 
oireular  band,  on  which  is  inscribed  Koxoiuii  av  i>AJC- 
MAUK.S  miYsTiirKKEit.  OiUside  the  circle  ni  a  a^uare> 
fnune  (ornamentii  between  oonii^rs  and  cirths  stars  in 
comers  of  frame),  with  iusoriiitiitm  on  left,  Ui  patiua; 
alM»ve,  cHtt.  L.  LANo^;  ri^ht,  juunENH.iVN ;  at  the 
bottom,  the  value.  The  spi*cimen  1  p<^»)ess  is  a  !M  akiliing 
black,  but  tlieix>  were  other  culoBrs  and  value*.    It  is 

*  [In  ftur  reninrkji  XrvA,  month  w<>  novpr  <1n>anit  tit  ff^tLtitiximf  (br  <h* 

bt<  Mill  but  iiM  p«mcr  in  tW  iiintt^r.  t*ur  i^uWs  inn«t  n*mH»nb«r  th<tf  a 
liiit^mtiiie  i«  nut  lik  >  h  newspHper.  prnp  \nd  Aftrar  hour*  tmlr  brfnrr  pub- 
limtiun.  We  imoiinT  mnii>l>'tviUl  vmr  IHi^ntrim  faiwTiU  tKf^  mbMlr  of 
the  lumith  pmsriititt  w  tt»  Hp|>nuKll««^  Tlw  WartmuliorK  And  ScbUwwiir* 
HoUMn  a'Auiiu  nltudrd  Utbjr  our  contMpuDdwit  ant  iiut<  d  In  Uw  prwvti* 
number.  Tli<*  I  rrni  orthf  Keiuidor  wa«  rhrnnVM  Mi  lonr  iigo  m»  tei  mmr 
ApriliongiMinoMKliiipilM  alltutnitolH  Mar:  w«ftii«MrnnUUu|r«f  atnMla. 
Wo  »tfrvf  with  uur  cturrmpuiidmt •  luifl  luiv«  (Va^ucstly  Kxunwnl  U«» 
opinion  iluit  all  «it«nip«  uirA  for  p.i>-iitMtt  of  p:mUmf  arp  atlmtarfbl*  In 
iinibn«phUiia»'  allwau.  Yt  tfiuaply  m«.«iia,  aarf  a  «(«.Mtar:  y  b»^isr^«B- 
Uli  turaml.—ED.] 
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beautifully  e]||raved.  I  have  hud  it  upwurda  of  a  year. 
It  i&  strange  it  should  not  liave  been  noticed*  You  umy, 
perhaus,  be  able  to  give  its  hiatsrtj',  from  whence  it  pro- 
c«t>dea,  &c. 

CoiupiU'rs  of  catalogues  seem  to  neglect  iU'ws- 
paper  xtamiw.  TJicre  are  a  gunit  many,  and,  with 
few  exeej)tioii8,  they  remain  quite  unrecorded.  I  agre^ 
)»itb  yom*  correspoiiueut,  F.  L.,  with  regard  to  the  Tnuik- 
fort  stamp.  I  do  not  bi'Ueve  tueiv  U  any  adhesive  stamjp 
of  the  kind  mentioned  in  Gray's  catalogue.  It  w 
a  newspaoer  stamp,  and  not  deiitated  or  adliesive ;  but  1 
should  lite  to  know  his  wason  for  Hiiving  *  it  is  a  moot 
point'  whether  newspaper  stamps  should  be  admitted  into 
collections.  Doe«  he  admit  thr  Austrian  *  Mercury*  and 
*ami8'  newspaj^er  stami)j« .^  If  ho,  why  exclude  others? 
Whether  adhesive  or  handstamped,  if  they  frank  the 
papers  through  the  post,  they  ought  certainly  to  be  ad- 
mitted, and  in  all  instances  recoi-ded.  Hut,  with  carehss 
inconsistency,  compilers,  though  they  fail  tt>  recurd 
genuine  newspaper  stamps,  persist  in  asenbing  to  news- 
pajHTs,  stamp*  which  in  nowise  belong  to  them;  sueh, 
for  example,  ift  the  8  pies  India.  This  never  was  a  news- 
paper stamp.  It  was  issued  in  1861  to  corres|K)nd  in 
value  to  tlu'  |H'nny  Englij^h  stamp.  It  is  used  to  fnink 
soldiers*  letters  in'India,  jind  to  pay  the  home  iK>rtiou  of 
the  postjige  ft-om  India  to  Kngland. 

I  do  not  know  whether  St  is  genemUy  knowm  that  there 
«ro  two  tyiiQH  of  thi'  first  issue  India  in  the  2  annus  gre«'n  : 
first  tj'pe,  sluiding  high  on  the  cheek  and  on  the  nose, 
which  tne  seetuid  type  wants.  In  the  1  anna  red  tbe  hair 
knot  curls  to  a  point  (as  in  tlu*  4  annas),  which  it  does 
not  in  the  sceonu  and  conmion  t3pe. 

There  is  a  g(M>d  article  in  your  last  number  on  J.  C. 
Calhoun,  whose  portrait  graces  the  rai*e  1  cent  stamp. 
ITie  writer,  however,  does  not  explain  tlie  cause  of  the 
rareiU'ss  of  this  stamp.  I  recollect  seeing  in  one  of  your 
magazines  that  the  vessel  bearing  tlie  supjdy  of  tliese 
stamps  never  reached  its  dcstiraition ;  adraittmg  this,  it  is 
not  sufficient  to  account  for  tlieir  rareness.  AVere  no 
othens  printed  ? 

I  have  nover  seen  ^ven  (tliough  the  question  has  been 
asked  in  your  magazine)  the  meaning  of  the  inscriptions 
on  the  liolstedn  stamptt.  On  the  1^  seh.  blue,  within  the 
circle,  i»  1^  hchim.ing  cut  ,  below  is  4  8.  r.  M.  On  the 
other,  withm  the  square,  is  \\  scHTLirNO  cut.,  below  is 
U  8.  L.  M. ;  oa  the  left  side  of  each  are  the  letters 
H.  11,  z.  o.  L.  The  r.  K.  M.  on  tlic  right  of  the  first  of 
of  course  signifies  freimarke. 

What  den's  the  Y  \  stamped  on  the  Cnba  2  reals  plata 

stand  for  ?     Perh«|)K  you  may  be  able  to  inter|)ret  all  this. 

Do  stamps  with  aiid  without  a  thread  through  them 

constitute  varieties ;  if  so,  this  distinction  in  the  Bavarian 

stampH  has  not  been  noticed. 

BcHides  Hong  Kong,  China  has  anotlwr  local  post. 
The  mercliants  and  other  ivsideuts  at  Shanghai,  subscribe 
towards  a  jxwt  sufficient  to  defray  its  expenses.  Lettcrfi, 
therpfore,  are  not  paid  for  senaraUdy,  but  all  haw  a  clear 
hand-stamp  inipn»ssed  on  tnem  lK»rorc  delivery.  It  is 
circular.  In  the  interior  of  the  upper  ])art  of  the  circle 
is  printed  hua:«»har  ;  in  the  lower,  local  post  ;  in  the 
centre,  an  x  (or  other  letter  showing  the  quarter),  and  the 
month,  date,  and  year.  This  might  be  admitted  as  a 
China  local.  It  proves  the  establidiment  of  a  post-office 
there. 

In  your  answer  to  an  inquirer  regarding  the  derivation 
of  the  term  philatelU  *  I  concur  in  the  selection  of  the 
root  oTiXiys,  but  not  in  the  sense  you  so  sarcastically 
applied  it.  It  implies  *  a  lover  of  endless  [pleasure],'  for 
tne  pleasure  of  stamp  collecting  lasts  for  ever,  or  at  least 
as  long  as  new  issues  of  i>ostage  stamps  continue.     I 


must  not,  however,  allow  this  letter  to  be  endless;  I 
therefore  subscribe  nn'self  ever 

A  nilLATEIJST. 


THE  »iD':ad  of  liberty'  e$say. 

To  the  Eftitor  of  tJie  *  SxAMp-CoLLECTOii's  Magazixk.' 
SiK, — I  judge  ij'om  the  remarks  in  one  of  the  later 
numbers  of  your  valuable  magazine  that  some  English 
collc<!tors  doubt  the  existence  of  the  French  essay,  profile 
of  Liberty  (Keuublic),  es-sai,  1858,  00  rasTEs  00. 

In  the*  third  edition  of  Dr.  Gray's  catalogue,  page  90, 
that  gentleman  writes,  '  ITiis  is  either  a  iwlitical  etf'usiou 
or  a  hoax,  as  the  empire  was  dedaivd  before  1858.*  ITie 
explanation  is  nevertheless  easy,  and  may  be  found  at 

fagc  32  of  my  Genuan  catalogue,  published  in  JanuaiT, 
854. 

'llm  j)ost-office  authorities  in  1858  hAd  an  essay  made 
for  which  any  original  die  could  be  employed ;  and  as  it 
was  h'abk'  to  be  broken  during  use,  some  ohsolete  die, 
such  as  that  of  the  Un)ublic,  was  naturally  ch»>sen.  The 
essay  in  (luestion  is  therefore  jwrfectly  geuume  and  au- 
thentic. 

^loreover  it  ootUd  not  be  otherwise,  in  oouAeqaeuee  of 
the  strict  precaution  with  which  everything  ctmiiectod 
with  the  printing  of  poatage  staiupfi  in  i?  ranee  (always  at 
the  miut)  is  uuinageu. 

I  remain,  sir,  yours  very  obediently, 
Strtutbwy,  OSUAll  HEUGEU-LEVltAULT. 

USES  OF  THE  NOVA  SCOTIAX  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Coixkctou'i*  Maoazixe.* 

Dkau  Sir,*— Mr.  Overy  Tavlor,  in  the  April  number, 
writmg  of  the  one  i>enn'y  old  Nova  Scotia  stamu,  says, 
*  Was  it  like  the  2  ei'utsforstddiers*  letters: '  The  ouo 
[lenny  was  not  issued  for  soldiers'  letters,  but  for  local 
postage  priuoiiMlly  in  the  town  of  Hidt/ax,  payment 
of  newspa))cr  jiostkge,  and  making  up  any  odd  sum  of 
postage  that  might  Xm  requiriHl;  nor  was  the  2  cents 
issued  for  prejaiyment  of  soldiers'  letters,  but  for  local 
postage :  formerly  there  was  a  uniform  rate  of  postage  in 
tliis  colony  of  5  cents,  but  now  a  letter  may  be  sent 
between  any  two  places  in  the  mme  county  for  2  cents, 
aud  to  meet  this  and  the  local  postage  of  the  town  was  the 
2  cents  stamp  issued*  From  county  to  county  the 
postage  is  5  cents. 

In  the  May  number  of  the  magazine  you  ask  some 
infonnatiou  respecting  the  luuvfiower  of  Nova  Scotia,  &c. 
The  following  is  from  Gray's  liotauy : — *  Mayfloweh.— 
Jieathy  anb  Jauiily.  Corolla  falling  off  after  blossomuig ; 
fruit,  a  dry  naked  pod ;  corolla,  sjdver-shaped,  with  a 
slender  tulxj ;  a  traiuug  scarcely-woody  evergreen,  with 
round  heart-shaped  leavi« ;  epiga'us.'  It  is  perhaps  the 
earliest  flowering  phmt  wti  have,  prized  for  the  rich  suicy 
frsignuice  of  its  pretty  rose-coloured  blossoms.  The  plant 
has  been  sent  to  Engknd  to  many  private  aud  public 
gurdens,  and,  I  believe,  it  is  fiimrishing  at  Kew. 

I  am,  Mr.  Editor,  yours.  &c  , 

Ualifaxy  Nova  Scotia.  NOVA  SCOTL\. 

KED  HALF  ANNA,  BLUE-PAPER  ENGLISH, 

MOLDO-WALLACHIAN,  &c. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  STAMr-CoLLKcrou's  Magazine.* 

SiK, — Having  ix-cently  had  an  opportimity  of  jwi-sonally 
examining  the  red  \  aniia  India,  1  find  that  it  ts  not  from 
the  die  of  the  ^  blue,  as  I  had  btren  given  to  understand 
by  those  who  possessed  the  stamp.  Certainly,  the  comer 
ornaments  and  the  value  are  identical  In  blue  and 
red,  but  thifre  the  n*semblance  ceases;  the  number  of 
arches  in  the  sides  of  the  frame,  and  the  hair,  eye,  &c.,  of 
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the  Queen  are  different,  though  these  latter  are  very 
minute  differences.  The  paper  upon  which  the  red 
^  anna  was  and  the  blue  |  anna  is  printed,  seems 
identioaL  Through  the  paper  runs  a  vertical  sinuous 
watermark  of  a  suigle  line,  and  these  lint's  are  rather 
wider  a|)art  than  the  width  of  one  stamp.  I  do  not  think 
there  can  be  much  doubt  that  the  much-talkcd-about  red 

Lanna  is  an  essay.  I  know  of  a  copy  of  this  stamp  which 
IS  the  letters  *  ens'  upon  it  in  writing;  this  is.  probably, 
the  ending  of  the  word  *  specimens,*  written  across  several 
of  the  stamps. 

Supnosing  the  English  fourpenuy  has  been  really 
printea  on  blue  paper,  according  to  Amateur's  letter,  it  is 
merely  a  variety  by  his  own  showing,  and  a  purely 
accidental  one.  A  few  sheets  *  printed  quife  aeeidentatiy^* 
do  not  constitute  an  issue,  but  simply  a  variety,  and  not 
therefore,  to  my  apprehension,  a  *  point  of  honour,*  i.^., 
indispensable  to  a  good  collection.  This  is  of  course  going 
on  the  supposition  that  this  stamp  t«  printed  on  a  blue 
laid  paper;  but  these  copies  with  which  I  have  met,  were 
certainly  not  so  printed  originally,  owing  the  blue  tinge 
of  the  paper  to  tne  action  of  the  gum  on  the  colouring 
matter  of  the  ink ;  the  gum  being  chemically  prepared, 
after  a  certain  combination  of  causes— as  exposure  to  the 
air,  or  a  damp  situation — changes  the  paper  from  its 

Eristine  whiteness  to  that  tint,  which  Amateur  seems  to 
ave  mistaken  for  purely  blue  paper ;  so  that  this  instance 
(though  roentionea  with  a  contrary  intention)  proves  the 
correctness  of  Mr.  HilFs  assertion  that  no  stamps  on  blue 

giper  were  ever  issued,  or  ever  intended,  by  the  English 
ost-office. 

Of  the  Wells  Fargo  envelopes  there  are  two  varieties ; 
one  (the  most  recent)  is  lettered  ovrb  ouh  califoknia 
AMD  COAST  ROUTES.  This  is  far  from  uncommon ;  but  the 
other  variety  is  somewhat  rare,  and  is  lettered  thhouoh 

OUR  CALIFORNIA  AND  ATLANTIC  EXPRESS;    this  I  have 

seen  postmarked  with  a  horse,  and  the  words  *Pony 
Express,'  and  bearing  the  Liverpool  postmark  of  October 
11,  1861. 

And  now  for  a  few  words  on  the  recent  issue  of  the 
Moldo-Wallachian  stamps,  lliese  stamps  are  all  litho- 
graphed, and  each  value  is  separately  engraved,  conse- 
a  uently  the  2  paras  differs  from  tne  6^  as  the  5  differs  from  the 
2d,  but  only  in  some  minute  points  in  design,  background, 
and  inscription.  Two  issues  have  alreaay  taken  place. 
(1).  2  p.  yellow,  5  p.  deep  blue,  20  p.  dull  palish 
Termilion  red.  (2).  2  p.  orange,  5  p.  paler  blue, 
20  p.  bright  vermilion  red.  No.  2  seems  more  strongly 
printed  uan  No.  1,  making  the  numerals  appear  larger  to 
an  inexperienced  eye  than  those  on  No.  1,  although  they 
are  not  so  in  reality. 

Yours  faithftilly, 

Edghatton.  EDWARD  L.  PEMBERTON. 

JOoKiuaKMDtm.— In  Mr.  Pemberton's  l«tt«r  on  '  Pbrto  8t«inpnl  en* 
ope*/  p.  111.  for  'Original  porto  stempAl  env<4op««  arv  on  a  |rr'e«uh 
vnvo  p«p«r.'  rand  '  Origloal  porto  stompel  Mir«lopc«  an  on  a  itOtmeitk 
wowpaptri] 

THE  DUTCH  GUIANA  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoakinb.' 

Dear  Sir, — I  think  that  your  correspondent,  M.  C.  P. 
Robert,  is  wrong  in  stating  that  no  such  stamps  as  the 
Dutch  Guiana  ever  existed.  A  friend  of  mine  had  a  case 
of  birds'  skins  sent  to  him  from  Dutch  Guiana,  and 
wrapped  round  one  of  these  birds  was  an  envelope 
with  one  of  the  much-valued  and  disputed  stamps  affixed 
to  it.  Whether  or  not  my  friend  has  it  still  in  his  posses- 
sion I  am  uncertain.  Fearing  your  correspondent  will  be 
still  more  tired, 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  respectfully, 

Blaekheath,  C.  D. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPOl^ENTS. 

I.  C.  D.,  Staindrop.— The  onlv  accredited  return  stamp 
is  that  of  Wurtemberg.  It  is  affixed  to  undelivered 
letters  to  send  back  to  the  writers.  We  have  also  men- 
tioned before  that  what  are  calli'd  the  Austrian  comple- 
mcntaries  have  been  employed  for  a  similar  purpoee. 

J.  S.,  Leicester.— The  12  k.  and  18  k.  Baden  enveloptw 
have  been  long  disused,  and  are  almost  unattainable  ex- 
cept occasiontuly  from  broken-up  collections.  The  blue 
on  white  label,  current  series  of  Brunswick  is  not  yet  in 
circulation.— Adhesive  stamps  precisely  similar  to  the 
second  series  of  Finland  enveloo^s  were  employed  in  that 
country  previous  to  1862.— The  words  dkki  irhntel 
KILRKRGR(>^CHEN  on  the  3  pf.  Hauover  now  uaed  mean 
three  tenths  of  a  s.  gr. — The  Romagna  is  now  comprised 
iu  the  kingdom  of  Italy.  There  was  a  long  article  on  that 
country  in  our  last  year*8  volume. — ITie  change  of  colour 
in  t\\i  two-snilUng  Victoria  was  also  duly  chronicled 
in  our  present  volume.  As  you  favour  us  by  taking 
in  our  magazine,  you  might  as  well  honour  us  by 
reading  it.— We  believe  no  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
Swiss  Republic  for  many  long  years  — Duke  Charles  of 
Partua  was  assassinated'  in  18.^2,  and  Berger-Levrault 
gives  that  date  to  the  first  issue  of  that  territory,  but 
whether  they  appeared  previously  or  subsequently  to  the 
catastrophe  we  cannot  decide.  ITie  second  series  came 
out  during  the  government  of  his  widow. — Queen  Maria 
of  Portugal  was  bom  in  1819. — We  have  previously 
lamented  our  inability  to  comprehend  the  currency  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  remarked  tliat  the  London  money- 
changers themselves  are  at  issue  on  the  subject.  We 
paid  two  sovereigns  for  a  ten  peso  note,  the  value  of  which 
on  arrival  in  South  America,  proved  to  be  something  like 
2/6.  We  are  bound  to  add,  that  the  party  from  whom  we 
purchased  it,  readily  refunded  tlie  difference  on  application. 
We  ourselves  have  an  idea  that  peso  and  real  there,  not 
elsewhere,  are  sjaionjiuous. — As  the  San  Tomas  on  the 
higher  valued  La  Guairas  is  anglicized  into  St.  Thomas 
in  the  lower  ones,  so  paqnete  of  the  former  becomes 
packet  in  the  latter. 

Bboinnru,  Leeds.— Most  probably  the  Guianas  you 
allude  to  as  so  cheaply  priced  m  a  caulogue  are  forgeries. 
Rather  a  high  value  is  certainly  assigued  them  by  our 
correspondent  in  last  month's  magazine;  but  they  are 
now  considerably  rarer  than  formerly. 

S.  K.  L. — The  Prov.,  R.  I.  stamp  w  noticed  in  our 
n umber  for  J uly .  The  abbreviation  stands  for  Proxadence, 
Rhode  Island;  that  place  is  not  in  Canada,  but  in  the 
United  States,  lliauks  for  your  information  on  other 
matters,  ol  which  we  avail  ourselves  elsewhere. 

0*Regan,  Donegal. — We  consider  your  variety  of  the 
6  kreuzer  Wurtemburg  envelope,  coloured  on  the  reverse 
side  by  some  unaccountable  hap,  certainly  merits  a  place 
in  your  album ;  and  that  the  dark  blue  New  Zealand  is  to 
be  distiuguished  from  that  of  lighter  shade. 

A.  J.  fl.— Mr.  John  M.  Stourton  considers  that,  as 
Lallier*s  album  is  illustrated,  contains  spaces  for  all 
countries,  heraldic  stamp  devices,  a  catalogue,  and 
accurate  historical  information,  it  is  tbe  best  out.  He 
also  recommends  that  water-marked  stamps  should  be 
stuck  only  by  the  tops  as  a  means  of  distinguidiiiig  them 
from  others.  Another  correspondent  suggesta,  that 
water-marked  stamps  should  be  fastened  at  the  four 
comers,  and  the  paper  behind  them  cut  so  as  to  form  a 
flap,  which  if  liftea  ui>  when  the  sheet  be  held  in  the 
lignt  would  clearly  exhibit  the  marks. 

ITie  queries  of  J.  M.  H.,  SpaTCHEROn,  J.  H.  R^ 
M.  L.  M  ,  and  Traveller,  are  received,  and  will  meet 
attention  in  our  next. 
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THE  CHILIAN  STAMPS. 

BY   07BBY  TAYLOE. 

Some  months  since  we  ventured  to  donbt 
the  accuracy  of  the  statement  that  the  head 
on  the  annexed  stamp  was  that  of  Columbus, 

and  our  objection  was 
supported  by  the  editor, 
who  conjectured  that  *  the 
word  COLON,  the  name  of 
the  Chilian  port,  was  mis- 
taken by  the  6rst  manual 
writer  as  designating  Co- 
lumbus, it  being,  as  is 
well  known,  his  unlatinized 
name.'  There  can  be  no  question  that  the 
effigy  is  that  of  some  ancient  Chilian  worthy; 
and  we  can  find  no  one  more  deserving  such 
a  perpetuation  of  his  fame  than  Pedro  de 
Valdivia,  who  may  almost  be  considered 
the  pioneer  of  civilization  in  that  quarter. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  there, 
an  emigrant  from  Peru,  and  with  a  small 
band  of  followers  he  conquered  the  native 
savages,  made  various  laws,  and  founded 
several  cities,  of  which  the  most  influential 
bears  his  name  to  the  present  day.  No 
other  sixteenth-century  man  named  in  Chilian 
history  at  all  equals  him,  and  we  incline 
to  think  that  it  is  he  whose  efligy  has  been 
mistaken  for  that  of  the  great  discoverer. 
This,  of  course,  is  but  a  suggestion,  and 
we  should  be  glad  of  authentic  information. 
If  timbrophily  possesses  any  followers  in 
Chili,  this  point  will  not  remain  many  months 
in  doubt. 

It  is  unusual  for  the  stamps  of  a  country 
to  be  inscribed  with  the  name  of  one  of  its 
towns,  but  Chili  is  not  alone  in  this  pecu- 
liarity, the  Newfoundland  stamps  being 
characterized  by  the  same.  And  it  won  Id 
certainly  have  been  more  odd  had  the 
inscription  i»n,  *  Columbus,  Chile.' 

The  stamps  themselves  belong  to  the 
multitude  of  mediocrities  which  is  as 
noticeable  and  as  natural  in  stamps  as  in 
everything  else.  They  are  said  to  have 
been  first  issued  on  blue  paper,  but  a 
careful  examination  of  specimens  in  our  own 
possession  has  convinced  us  that  the  dark 
tinge  has  been  acquired  since  the  impressions 
were   made.      The   paper  of  the   5   c.  red 


is  of  a  brown  tint,  and  that  of  the  10  c.  blue 
is  grey,  but  neither  approaches  to  a  blue 
shade  such  as  that  of  the  present  twopenny 
New  Zealand,  or  of  the  laureated  New  South 
Wales. 

Of  the  ordinary  5  c,  Moens  gives  two 
varieties,  chocolate  and  rose-red,  and  both 
Moens  and  Mount  Brown  allow  two  shades, 
a  light  and  a  dark,  to  the  blue  10  c.  But 
we  begin  to  feel  chary  of  acknowledging 
shades,  and  so,  we  are  sure,  will  our  readers 
if  they  will  examine  a  few  sheets  of  English 
stamps.  We  have  seen  the  current  penny 
in  half-a-dozen  shades,  but  should  hardly  be 
inclined  to  collect  them,  knowing  that  a 
little  more  or  less  ink  or  exposure  to  the 
sun  has  been  the  sole  cause  of  the  difference. 
And  we  cannot  help  remarking  that  the 
number  of  spaces  in  Lallier*s  album  for 
tints  and  minutely-differing  varieties  is 
calculated  to  confuse  and  dishearten,  rather 
than  to  encourage,  a  novice  willing  to  spend 
a  moderate,  but  not  an  extravagant,  sum  in 
the  pursuit  of  timbrophily. 

To  return.  As  to  the  matter  of  dates. 
Mount  Brown  and  Levrault  both  give  1860 
as  the  date  of  issue  of  the  *blue  paper* 
stamps.  The  former  places  the  emission 
of  the  highest  and  lowest  values,  together 
with  the  5  c.  and  10  c.  on  white  paper,  in 
18G1,  and  also  catalo^es  proofs  of  the  two 
last  named  in  black.     The  1  c.  is 


now  stated 


to  be  obsolete. 


HANDY    ANDY'S    VISIT    TO    THE 
POST-OFFICE. 

Andy  Rodney  was  a  fellow  who  had  the 
most  singularly  ingenious  knack  of  doing 
everything  the  wrong  way ;  disappointment 
waited  on  all  affairs  in  which  he  bore  a  part, 
and  destruction  was  at  his  fingers*  ends : 
so  the  nickname  the  neighbours  stuck  upon 
him  was  Handy  Andy,  and  the  jeering  jingle 
pleased  them. 

Andy  had  been  taken  into  the  service  of 
Squire  Egan,  and  was  at  first  located  in  the 
house,  but  his  numerous  mishaps  there 
resulted  in  his  assistance  being  required  only 
for  out-of-door  affairs. 

But  here  his  evil  genius  still  haunted  him, 
and  he  put  his  foot  in  a  piece  of  business  his 
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master  sent  him  upon  one  day,  which  was 
so  simple  as  to  defy  almost  the  chance  of 
Andy  making  any  mistake  abont  it;  bnfc 
Andy  was  very  ingenions  in  his  own  par- 
ticular line. 

'  Ride  into  the  town  and  see  if  there's  a 
letter  for  me,'  said  the  squire  one  day  to  our 
hero. 

'  Yes,  sir.' 

*  You  know  where  to  go  ?  ' 
'  To  the  town,  sir.' 

*  But  do  you  know  where  to  go  in  the 
town?  * 

*No,  sir.' 

*And  why  don't  you  ask,  you  stupid 
fellow  ?  ' 

'  Sure  I*d  find  out,  sir.' 

'Didn't  I  often  tell  you  to  ask  what 
you're  to  do,  when  you  don't  know  ? ' 

'Yes,  sir.' 

'  And  why  don't  you  ? ' 

'  I  don't  like  to  be  throublesome,  sir.' 

'  Confound  you ! '  said  the  squire ;  though 
he  could  not  help  laughing  at  Andy's  excuse 
for  remaining  in  ignorance. 

'Well,'  continued  he,  'go  to  the  post- 
office.     You  know  the  post-office,  I  su  ppose  ?  ' 

'  Yes,  sir,  where  they  sell  gunpowder.' 

'You're  right  for  once,'  said  the  squire; 
for  her  Majesty's  postmaster  was  the  person 
who  had  the  privilege  of  dealing  in  the 
aforesaid  combustible.  'Go  then  to  the 
post-office,  and  ask  for  a  letter  for  me. 
Kemember — not  gunpowder,  but  a  letter.' 

'Yis,  sir,'  said  Andy,  who  got  astride  of 
his  hack,  and  trotted  away  to  the  post-office. 
On  arriving  at  the  shop  of  the  postmaster 
(for  that  person  carried  on  a  brisk  trade 
in  groceries,  gimlets,  broadcloth,  and  linen- 
drapery),  Andy  presented  himself  at  the 
counter,  and  said,  '  I  want  a  letther,  sir, 
if  you  plaze.' 

'  Who  do  you  want  it  for  ? '  said  the 
postmaster,  in  a  tone  which  Andy  considered 
an  aggression  upon  the  sacredness  of  private 
life :  so  Andy  thought  the  coolest  contempt 
he  could  throw  upon  the  prying  imper- 
tinence of  the  postmaster  was  to  repeat 
his  question. 

*  I  want  a  letther,  sir,  if  you  plaze.' 

'  And  who  do  you  w  ant  it  for  ?  '  repeated 
tlio  postmaster. 


*  What's  th^  to  you  ?  '  said  Andy. 

The  postmaster,  laughing  at  his  sim- 
plicity, told  him  he  could  not  tell .  what 
letter  to  give  him  unless  he  told  him  tiie 
direction. 

'  The  directions  I  got  was  to  get  a  letther 
here — that's  the  directions.' 

'  Who  gave  yoo  those  directians  ?  ' 

'  The  nmsther.' 

'  And  who's  your  master  ? ' 

'  What  consam  is  that  o'  yours  ? ' 

'Why,  you  stupid  rascal!  if  you  don't 
tell  me  his  name,  how  caji  I  give  you  a 
letter  ? ' 

'  You  could  give  it,  if  you  liked :  bat 
you're  fond  of  axin'  impident  questions, 
bekase  you  think  I'm  simple.' 

'  Go  along  out  o*  this !  Your  master  most 
be  as  great  a  goose  as  yourself,  to  send 
such  a  messenger.' 

'  Bad  luck  to  your  impidence,'  said  Andy : 
'is  it  Squire  Egan  you  dar  to  say  goose 
to?' 

'  Oh,  Squire  Egan's  your  master,  then  ? ' 

'Yes,  have  you  anything  to  say  agin  it?* 

*  Only  that  I  never  saw  you  before.' 

*  Faith,  then  you'll  never  see  me  agin  if  I 
have  my  own  consint.' 

'I  won't  give  you  any  letter  for  the 
squire,  unless  I  know  you're  his  servant 
Is  there  any  one  in  the  town  knows  you  ? ' 

'  Plenty,'  said  Andy ;  *  it's  not  every  one 
is  as  ignorant  as  you.' 

Just  at  this  moment  a  person  to  whom 
Andy  was  known  entered  the  house,  who 
vouched  to  the  postmaster  that  he  might 
give  Audy  the  squire's  letter.  *Have  yoa 
one  for  me  ?  ' 

'  Yes,  sir,'  said  the  postmaster,  producing 
one — 'fourpence.' 

The  gentleman  paid  the  fourpence  postage, 
and  left  the  shop  with  his  letter. 

'  Here's  a  letter  for  the  squire,'  said  the 
postmaster ;  '  you've  to  pay  me  elevenpence 
postage.' 

'  What  'ud  I  pay  elevenpence  for  ?  * 

'  For  postage.' 

'  And  sure  didn't  I  see  you  give  Mr.  Durfy 
a  letther  for  fourpence  this  minit,  wid  a 
bijrger  letther  than  this?  and  now  yoa 
want  me  to  pay  elevenpence  for  this  scrap 
of  a  thing.     Do  you  think  I'm  a  fool  ?  ' 
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*  No :  but  I*iln  sure  of  it,'  said  tho  post- 
master. 

*  Well,  you're  welkim  to  be  sure,  sure ; — 
but  don't  be  delayin'  me  now:  here's 
fourpence  for  you,  and  gi'  me  the  lather.* 

'  Go  along^  you  foolish  fellow ! '  said  the 
postmaster,  taking  up  the  letter,  and  going 
to  serve  a  customer  with  a  mousetrap. 

While  this  person  and  many  others  were 
served,  Andy  lounged  up  and  down  the 
shop,  every  now  and  then  putting  in  his 
head  in  the  middle  of  the  customers,  and 
saying,  *  Will  you  gi'  me  tho  letther  ?  '   . 

He  waited  for  above  half  an  hour,  in 
defiance  of  the  anathemas  of  the  postmaster, 
and  at  last  lefl,  when  he  found  it  im- 
possible to  get  common  justice  for  his 
master,  which  he  thought  he  deserved  as 
well  as  another  man ;  for,  under  this  im- 
pression, Andy  determined  to  give  no  more 
than  the  fourpence. 

The  squire  in  the  meantime  was  getting 
impatient  for  his  return,  and  when  Andy 
made  his  appearance,  asked  if  there  was 
a  letter  for  him. 

*  There  is,  sir,'  said  Andy. 

*  Then  give  it  to  me.' 

*  I  haven't  it,  sir.' 

*  What  do  you  mean  ?  * 

*He  wouldn't  give  it  to  me,  sir.' 

*  Who  wouldn't  give  it  you  ? ' 

'That  owld  chate  beyant  in  the  town — 
wanting  to  charge  double  for  it.' 

*  Maybe  it's  a  double  letter.  Why  didn't 
you  pay  what  he  asked,  sir  ?  ' 

*Arrah,  sir,  why  would  I  let  you  be 
cbatedP  It's  not  a  double  letther  at  all: 
not  above  half  the  size  o'  one  Mr.  Durfy  got 
before  my  face  for  fourpence.' 

'You'll  provoke  me  to  break  your  neck 
somo  day,  you  vagabond !  Ride  back  for 
your  life,  you  omadhaun ;  and  pay  whatever 
he  asks,  and  get  me  the  letter.' 

*Why,  sir,  I  tell  you  he  was  sellin' 
tbem  before  my  face  for  fourpence  a- piece.' 

'  Go  back,  you  scoundrel !  or  I'll  horse- 
whip you;  and  if  you're  longer  than  an 
hour,  I'll  have  you  ducked  in  the  horsepond.' 

Andy  vanished,  and  made  a  second  visit 
to  the  post-office.  When  he  arrived,  two 
other  persons  were  getting  letters,  and  the 
postmaster   was   selecting   the   epistles   for 


each,  from  a  large  parcel  that  lay  before  him 
on  the  counter;  at  the  same  time  many 
shop  customers  were  waiting  to  bo  served. 

*  I'm  come  for  that  letther,'  said  Andy. 
'  111  attend  to  you  by-and-by.' 

'  The  masther's  in  a  hurry.' 

*  Let  him  wait  till  his  hurry's  over.' 

*  He'll  murther  me  if  I'm  not  back  soon.' 

*  I'm  glad  to  hear  it.' 

While  the  postmaster  went  on  with  such 
provoking  answers  to  these  appeals  for 
despatch,  Andy's  eye  caught  the  heap  of 
letters  which  lay  on  the  counter:  so  while 
certain  weighing  of  soap  and  tobacco  was 
going  forward,  he  contrived  to  become 
possessed  of  two  letters  from  the  heap^ 
and,  having  effected  that,  waited  patiently 
enough  till  it  was  the  great  man's  pleasure 
to  give  him  the  missive  directed  to  his 
master. 

Then  did  Andy  bestride  his  hack,  and  in 
triumph  at  his  trick  on  the  postmaster, 
rattle  along  the  road  homeward  as  fast  as 
the  beast  could  carry  him.  He  came  into 
the  squire's  presence,  his  face  beaming  with 
delight,  and  an  air  of  self-satisfied  superiority 
in  his  manner,  quite  unaccountable  to  his 
master,  until  he  pulled  forth  his  hand,  which 
had  been  grubbing  up  his  prizes  from  the 
bottom  of  his  pocket;  and  holding  three 
letters  over  his  head,  while  he  said,  *  Look 
at  that !  he  next  slapped  them  down  under 
his  broad  fist  on  the  table  before  the  squire, 
saying — 

'  Well !  if  he  did  make  me  pay  eleven- 
pence, by  gor,  I  brought  your  honour  the 
worth  o'  your  money  anyhow ! ' — Frovi 
*  Handy  Aiidij^^  hy  Samuel  Lover, 

SKETCHES   OF  THE  LESS-KNOWN 
STAMP  COUNTRIES. 

BY  DR.  C.  W.  VINEK,  A.M. 
THE  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS.— II. 

In  drawing  up  a  monograph  of  the  Luzon 
stamps,  as  we  have  taken  our  geographical, 
historical,  and  other  information  from  a 
French  source,  so  we  must  quote  copiously 
from  an  article  by  that  zealous  and  accurate 
Parisian  philatelist,  Mons.  G.  Herpin,  in  the 
pages  of  a  French  magazine. 

Two  or  three  years  ago,  very  vogue  was 
tho  knowledge  of  these  far- distant  emissions. 
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Both  Moens  and  Mo  ant  Brown  so  lately  as 
1862  give  three  species  only :  a  6  cuartos 
and  1  real  witfumt  hidicatloti  of  vahte ;  we  are 
not  told  how  their  values  were  ascertained, 
in  fact  there  is  no  snch  stamp  as  a  6  cnartos 
of  Luzon.  The  third  is  a  5  cuartos  red 
correos  interior.  This  is  probably  the  well- 
known  label  having  the  queen  of  Spain's 
head  very  similar  to  that  on  the  1855,  '56,  '57 
impressions.  Mount  Brown's  third  and 
fourth  editions  discard  the  mythic  6  cuartos ; 
give  the  1  real  as  broum  ;  add  a  blue  one  with 
no  value  indicated  which  cannot  be  identified, 
and  the  10  c.  rose,  correos  interior,  the 
companion  of  the  5  c.  red.  Moens  in  1863 
oatalogues  the  same  trio  as  before,  but 
removes  the  Philippines  from  America  to 
Oceania.  Bellars  and  Davie  catalogue  seven 
and  Dr.  Gray  ten  species,  including  the 
fabulous  blue  above  mentioned,  which  ap- 
pears also  in  Brown's  latest  edition,  though 
Moens  discards  it  in  his  I tlust rations ,  men- 
tioning fourteen  Luzon  stamps  inclusive  of 
the  1864  series.  These  latter  four  were  not 
out  when  Berger  Levrault's  yaluable  cata- 
logue was  pablished ;  with  this  exception  he 
describes  the  same  individuals  as  Moens, 
but  instances  a  2  r.  fie.  brmvn  as  well  as 
green. 

Mons.  Herpin  commences  his  article  with 
the  just  remark,  that  as  far  as  regards  the 
mysterious  st-amps  of  the  Philippine  Isles, 
the  dawn  is  beginning  to  show ;  and  if  the 
sun  has  not  yet  reached  the  zenith,  the 
darkness  is  at  least  dissipated,  and  we  enjoy 
full  daylight  to  all  appearance. 

He  proceeds  to  say,  that  from  documentary 
evidence  direct  from  the  islands,  and  worthy 
all  confidence  in  respect  of  the  source 
whence  they  emanate,  there  exists  (or 
alas !  may  have  existed)  a  first  series,  com- 
posed of  a  quartette  of  round-shaped  stamps 
whose  respective  values  were  5  and  lO 
cuartos,  and  1  and  2  reales. 

We  have  just  received  a  note  from  a 
friend,  the  possessor  of  perhaps  the  finest 
and  most  copious  of  known  collections ;  and 
who  from  his  world-wide  connections  would 
most  probably  ere  this  have  succeeded  in 
procuring  at  least  one  of  these  reported 
emissions,  purporting  his  disbelief  in  their 
existence. 


It  is  soaroely  possible  tha^  the  genius  of 
philatelists  has  been  so  regardless  of  the 
interests  of  his  votaries  as  not  to  have 
preserved  any  risible  traoe  of  s«eh  valuables. 
With  regard  to  the  aotual  being  of  certain 
stamps,  without  any  tradition  of  tbeir  issue 
at  all,  several  inataneea  of  the  rerification  of 
collectors'  suppositions  may  be  quoted*  For 
example,  the  fbarpenny  rose  proyiaional  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  though  rare  was  well  known. 
A  distinguished  amateur,  we  remember, 
suggested  to  us  some  time  back  that  there 
might  have  been  a  blue  penny  companion. 
This  apparent  phantasm  actually  turned  np 
not  very  long  after.  In  like  manner,  analogy 
prononnced  that  there  ought  to  be  a  blue 
as  well  as  a  red  oblong  British  Guiana;  and 
lo !  in  like  manner  as  the  complete  skeleton 
visible  to  the  acute  imagination  of  Professor 
Owen,  from  the  study  of  a  single  bone, 
became  afterwards  corporeally  evident  to  the 
eyes  of  his  delighted  followei^s,  so  this 
wonderfully  rare  species  burst  into  view. 
We  remember  seeing  the  first  that  showed 
up.  It  was  in  an  old  collection,  belonging 
we  believe  to  some  schoolboy,  and  was 
obtained  by  its  lucky  purchaser  for  an  old 
song.  The  author  of  the  faith fxil  and  elabo- 
rate monograph  on  the  British  Gaiana 
stamps,  in  our  July  number,  is  the  possessor 
of  another  specimen,  and  a  third  only  is 
known  to  be  at  present  in  any  collection. 
Unfortunately  the  parallel  is  not  quite  accu- 
rate, the  rarity  being  a  mere  repetition  of  its 
companion  in  monetary  denomination. 

To  return  from  this  digression,  in  a 
manner  forced  by  the  subject  of  tho  non- 
appearance of  the  ghostly  primal  Luzons,  it 
is  further  remarked  by  Mons.  Herpin  that 
these  supposititious  stamps  are  by  some 
fancied  to  have  been  essays.  If  so,  he 
continues,  it  is  quite  unlikely  that  these 
should  have  so  totally  Tanished  as  they  have 
done.  Moreover,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  any 
essays  could  have  been  so  wretchedly 
executed  that  the  1854  and  '55  series  could 
have  been  preferred  to  them !  Time  alone, 
if  aught,  must  clear  the  obscurity.  The 
round  shape  of  these  individuals,  probahlj 
assigned  them  by  a  non-expert,  may  have 
arisen  from  their  having  had  the  circular 
centre  containing  the  Queen's  profile  cut  out 
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bj  some  barb&nan,  as  we  so  ft^eqxtently  see 
the  beaotifnl  envelopes  of  Ceylon,  <fco., 
craelly  lopped,  beoanse  a  sqHare  stamp  could 
not  be  located  in  a  roond  space ! 

After  this  long  exordinin  we  may  pro- 
ceed  to  business,  giving  all  the  information 
hitherto  obtainable  on  the  Lnzoa  emissions^ 

The  first  actually-aeeertained  series,  of 
uniform  type,  is  that  of  1854  and  '55  bearing 
the  profile  of  qneen  Isabella  II.  of  Spain  to 
the  right  in  a  circle  encompassed  by  a  frame 
set  with  pearis:  value  above  and  date 
below ;  colonred  on  a  white  gronnd.  There 
are  eight  species  inoluding  varieties;  con- 
sisting of  fonr  values,  of  which  two  are 
repeated  in  different  shades  of  colour,  and 
two  what  may  be  teimed  misprints.  The 
correct  card  is  below:  ihe  type  will  be 
fonnd  figured  in  Dr.  Gray's  manual,  in  our 
publishers'  priced  catalogue,  and  in  Oppen's 
album. 

5  cuartos      .      .      orange. 
10      „  .      .      pale  pink. 

10      „  .      .      deep  carmine. 

1  real  .      .      deep  blue,  and  var. 

1  „  .      .      bright  lilac     „ 

2  reales        .      .      green  of  various  shades. 
This  series  was  copper-plate,  and  engraved 

in  the  colony.  Each  sheet  contained  forty 
stamps  slightly  vasying  in  desigpi;  eight 
rows,  five  in  each.  Every  sheet  of  both 
colours,  value  1  real,  exhibited  a  solitary 
variety,  being  the  first  impression  in  the 
sixth  row,  having  cokbos  in  place  of  correos. 

Our  authority,  reviewing  this  series,  gives 
the  designer  credit  for  the  ftill  attainment 
of  his  ambition,  always  providing  that  were 
the  perfection  of  ugliness  in  stamp  typo- 
graphy. Though  the  Spanish  of  1853  were 
evidently  the  models  to  work  from,  they 
themselves  being  by  no  means  master-pieces 
of  engraving,  an  unortistic  imitator  could 
not  fail  to  produce  an  inferior  edition  of  his 
model.  Still,  as  the  darkest  cloud  may  have 
a  silver  lining,  the  very  barbarity  of  these 
rechercliS  specimens  adds  a  peculiar  charm  to 
their  attraction,  and  at  the  worst  embellishes 
the  collector's  album  with  a  welcome  variety. 

Somewhat  resembling  this  first  series,  but, 
as  Ophelia  says,  *with  a  difference,'  are  a 
pair  of  still  more  exceeding  rarity,  one  of 
which  has  but  recently  emerged  from  the 


mists  of  obscurity,  and  its  comrade  only 
conmiunicated  by  Mons.  N.  Rondot  while 
the  preceding  notice  was  in  press.  One  is  a 
5  cuartos  orange  impression  (^pe  4,  plate 
54,  in  Moens'  lUustrathm).  Cokbeos  and 
date  in  this  instance  are  above;  franco  and 
value  below — a  vice-vers^  arrangement  to 
the  above  described  sets  The  other  is  a  10 
cuartos,  lilac.  They  are  lithographed,  and 
the  former  'was  issued  in  sheets  of  eight 
rows,  six  in  each.  There  were  four  different 
^pes,  so  that  the  complete  sheet  of  four 
(UKsen  must  have  been  stamped  in  twelve 
strokes,  by  a  die  containing  four  impressions 
in  two  rows.  The  design  of  these  is  no 
improvement  on  the  others,  though  the 
artist  chose  the  1852  Spanish  as  his  model, 
not  those  of  1853.  From  this  circumstance 
we  ourselves  should  have  been  inclined  to 
the  supposition,  that  they  were  anterior  to 
the  first-named  series,  and  their  exceeding 
rarity  would  also  favour  this  idea;  but 
Mons.  G.  Herpin  is  of  opinion  they  were  a 
subsequent  issue,  and  offers  the  following 
evidences  in  confirmation  of  his  views.  We 
should  premise  that  they  bear  no  facial 
evidence  of  priority  or  otherwise,  the  date 
on  both  being  the  same. 

He  thinks  the  circumstance  of  their  being 
lithographed,  not  engraved — like  the  earlier 
Van  Diemen,  Mauritius,  and  other  stamps — 
indicative  of  a  later  date,  as  is  also  the 
improvement  of  a  four-die  group,  and  a 
general  appearance  of  decision  about  the 
execution  in  general,  not  usual  in  a  primitive 
essayal.  He  suggests,  moreover,  in  contra- 
diction to  the  nominal  date,  that  they 
remained  in  use  so  late  as  1860,  when  the 
correoS' interior  set  entered  appearance.  To 
account  for  their  extreme  rarity,  he  instances 
the  trifling  amount  of  correspondence  be- 
tween the  islanders  in  general;  the  pre- 
ference of  letter- writers  for  sending  their 
communications  by  friendly  agency;  and, 
finally,  their  objections  to  prepayment,  the 
onus  of  postage  usually  falling  on  the 
recipient. 

Our  gifted  philatelist  proceeds  to  catalogue 
as  next  in  use  the  series  on  blue  paper, 
similar  to  that  of  Cuba,  or  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  additional  vf or ds  phita  f.)  the 
Spanish  of  1855.     He  omits  designedly  the 
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I  real,  deeming  it  never  employed  at  Luzon, 
where  the  10  cuartos  of  equal  value  supplied 
its  place.  Each  sheet  contained  a  couple  of 
hundred  impressions,  in  ten  rows  of  twenties. 
The  dies  were  steel,  and  the  sheets  headed 
with  *  Sellos  de  uno  (or  dos)  real  (or  rentes) 
Plata.*  Touching  the  simUar-in-type  series, 
with  cross-lined  water-marks  and  that  on 
plain  paper,  he  pronounces,  without  insisting 
at  all  on  his  own  ipse  dixit,  that  they  were 
for  the  exclusive  use  of  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico ;  relating  as  an  ascertained  fact  that  the 
blue  paper  set  were  still  employed  in  the 
Philippines  till  a  very  recent  date  when  the 
last  sheets  remaining  were  finally  exhausted. 
We  may  add  that  the  peculiar  oval  cancelling 
stamp  of  the  islands  readily  distinguishes 
those  specimens  which  reached  Europe  from 
the  East,  from  their  congeners  in  every 
respect  coming  from  the  West.  The  existence 
of  such  marked  labels  lattice-marked  or  on 
wove  paper  would  decide  the  question  above 
mooted.  Can  any  of  our  readers  afford 
guaranteed  individuals  of  such  character  ? 

We  have  now  arrived  at  the  well-known 
sets  marked  cokheos  interiou,  destined  for 
inter- island  communication.  Like  the  5 
cuartos  stamp  before  quoted,  the  series  next 
in  rotation  presents  four  slightly  varying 
lithographed  types  printed  in  the  same  way. 
It  appeared  in  1860.  The  type  seems 
represented  in  plate  41  of  Moens*  Illustra- 
tions, No.  2,  lowest  row. 

5  cuartos      .      .      orange. 

5       „  .      .      vermilion. 

10       „  .      ,      very  rosy  lilac. 

Almost,  but  not  quite,  identical  with  the 
5  cuartos  vermilion  just  described  is  another, 
similar  in  colour  and  value,  whose  dis- 
crepancies are  as  follows.  Each  sheet  contains 
uniform  types,  not  four  diverse  ones ;  and  a 
single  copy  of  each  may  be  distinguished 
one  from  the  other  by  noticing  that  the  lines 
forming  the  hair^bands  in  the  later  issue, 
1861,  '62,  are  more  regular  than  in  the  former, 
all  touching  the  face  or  diadem  on  one  side, 
and  the  plait  at  the  back  of  the  head  on  the 
other.  Eight  rows  of  eight  vignettes  com- 
pose a  sheet.  Mons.  Her  pin  conjectures 
there  must  be  or  have  been  a  correspondent 
10  cuartos.  Time  has  plenty  to  do  in 
disentangling  knotty  timbrophiHc  points. 


10       „ 
1  real 


The  terminating  word  of  the  preoedmg 
paragraph  is  a  good  cue  to  introduce  the 
1863  issues,  answering  to  each  other  in  all 
respects,  except  that  the  emanation  of  the 
earlier  part  of  the  year  has  one  point  only, 
and  that  of  its  close  two  points  forming  a 
colon  between  the  words  CORRCOS  and 
INTERIOK.  The  former  consists  of  a  solitary 
individual  value  5  cuartos.  It  Ls  lithographed, 
and  the  types  in  a  sheet  are  all  alike.  It  is 
easily  distinguishable  from  the  stamp  of  the 
same  value,  1861,  '62,  by  a  trifling  vanationin 
the  arrangement  of  the  hair  and  the  smaller 
size  of  the  containing  circle ;  bat  still  more 
decisively  by  the  smaller  size  of  the  letters 
in  the  top  and  bottom  bands.  It  is  figured 
on  the  right-hand  lower  row  of  plate  41  of 
Moens'  Illustrations, 

The  double-pointed  or  colon  group  con- 
sists of  four  values  of  uniform  type,  and 
lithographed. 

5  cuartos      .  vermilion. 

carmine, 
deep  violet. 
2  reales  blue. 

The  5  cuartos  sheet  is  composed  of  rows 
each  containing  ten,'^zcepting  only  that  the 
first  and  tenth  are  wanting  in  the  lowest 
row.  The  10  cuartos  sheet  has  six  rows  in 
tens,  and  that  of  2  reales  four  rows  in  fives. 
Mons.  G.  H.  cites  a  variety  of  the  5  cuartos 
stamp  with  thicker  lips,  smaller  neck,  and 
the  top  of  the  crown  nearer  the  pearly 
frame;  but  Moens  and  one  of  our  most 
reliable  London  philatelists  pronounce  it  a 
decided  forgery.  There  exists,  moreover,  a 
very  well  executed  German  cheatery,  under 
the  gloss  of  fac-simile,  of  the  same  stamp. 
Catete,  amid. 

Contemporaneously  with  the  said  colon 
quartette,  or  if  not,  very  soon  afler,  was 
issued  another  1  real  label,  in  most  respects 
a  copy  of  it,  except  in  the  framework  and 
bearing  correos  without  any  point  between  it 
and  INTERIOR.  The  colour  is  greyish  blue,  and 
one  sheet  contained  two  dozen  in  four  rows. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  suc- 
ceeding was  started  a  third  1  real,  bright 
green;  otherwise  exactly  doubling  its  pre- 
decessor. Both  were  lithographs.  These 
two  impressions  we  do  not  find  catalogued 
by  Dr.  Gray,   Mount  Brown,  Ac.:    Moenfi 


Sept.  1,  1865.]         THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


135 


duly  chronicles  tJbem ;  but  ignores  the  1  real 
and  two  reales  that  preceded  them;  dis- 
agreeing, however,  with  our  authority  in 
their  close  similarity,  and  stating  they  differ 
in  the  characters  of  the  inscription.  Having 
no  opportunity  of  verification  by  ocular 
inspection^  we  are  reluctantly  obliged  to 
leave  the  matter  in  abeyance.  Berger- 
Levrault  instances  three  1  real  stamps — 
dark  blue,  pale  blue,  and  brown;  and  two 
2  reales,  green  and  brown — but  assigns  the 
whole  quintette  the  early  date  1854  and  '55. 
We  are  unable  to  divine  whether  he  meant 
these  aa  mere  varieties  in  colour  of  the 
primal  issue,  or,  without  personal  demon- 
stration, on  aural  evidence  only,  placed 
three  of  the  four  1  real  Luzon-proper  stamps 
in  one  batch,  misquoting  also  the  2  reales 
blue  as  brown. 

The  difficult  and,  consequently,  most 
interesting  part  of  our  essay  on  the  Philip- 
pines is  now  concluded.  All  the  rest  is 
plain  sailing,  as  we  have  but  to  chronicle  the 
latest  and  existent  series — a  precise  reprint 
of  the  1864  Spanish,  monetary  denomination 
alone  excepted.  They  are  tsJcen  from  steel 
dies,  and  the  sheets,  whatever  the  value  of 
the  stamps,  expose  ten  rows  of  seventeen 
vignettes,  inscribed  above,  ultra   mar.   170 

8ELL0S  DE  ♦  *   *   CENTIMOS. 

3|  centimes  peso  forte,     black  on  buff. 

61  „         „         „        green  on  lilac. 

12J  „         „         „        blue  on  very  bright 

vermilion. 
25  „         „         „        vermilion  on  lilac. 

The  page  or  pages  of  a  postage-stamp 
collector's  album  may  therefore  exhibit,  of 
impressions  peculiar  to  the  Philippine  Isles 
alone,  no  fewer  than  twenty-two  distinct 
species,  besides  two  varieties,  two  common 
idso  to  the  West  Indian  colonies  of  Spain, 
and  a  brace  of  fac- similes  or  counterfeits, 
which  may  or  may  not  be  relegated  among 
the  other  barn-door  vermin. 

NO   NAME. 

BY  THE   EDITOR. 

*  Pity  the  sorrows  of  a  postage  label, 
And  give,  kind  timbromaniac  (if  able), 

This  stamp,  long,  but  obscurely  known  to  fame, 
A  local  nabitation  and  a  name ! ' 

Continental  and  home  collectors  are  inces- 


santly applying  to  us  to  procure  the 
aoUdisant  tenpenny  of  Van  Diemen's  Land. 
Under  this  nom-de-guerre  a  certain  stamp  has 
retained  place  in  most  published  catalogues, 
though  Moimt  Brown  in  his  last  edition 
judiciously  prefixes  a  ?  to  the  stereotyped  de- 
scription. Both  Dr.  Gray  and  Berger- Levrault 
recognise  it  upon  traditional  information. 

The  possessor  of  this  really  unique 
specimen  is  well  known  as  one  of  our  ear- 
liest and  most  indefatigable  timbrophilists. 
Whether  genuine  emission  or  mere  essay, 
the  assumption  of  its  locality  being  Van 
Diemen's  Land  is  gratuitous:  nothing  but 
the  fact  of  its  having  been  presented  to  its 
present  owner  by  a  Tasmanian  colonist 
tending  to  that  idea.  The  accompanying 
description  of  this  rarity  may  excite  the 
research  of  some  qualified  individual,  and 
eventually  produce  more  accurate  informa- 
tion. 

The  impression  is  round,  but  we  believe 
there  is  no  satisfactory  proof  of  its  being 
label  or  envelope.  Queen  Victoria's  dia- 
demed bust  to  the  left,  in  centre :  postage 
above ;  before  and  after  which  is  the  repre- 
sentation of  a  sealed  letter :  tenpence  below; 
preceded  by  a  roman  d,  aijd  followed  by  z : 
a  slight  ornamentation  between  these  capitals 
and  the  portrayed  letters. 

The  stamp  is  impressed  in  red  on  a  white 
ground.  No  country's  name  appearing,  it  is 
just  the  number  of  colonies  entitled  to  bear 
our  queen's  effigy  to  one  against  Tasmania. 
The  figure-head  is  as  much  like  those  in  the 
St.  Helena  or  South  Australian  issue  as 
any  others.  The  former  island  is  out  of  the 
question,  as  it  never  had  occasion  for  a  ten- 
penny.  It  may  not  be  un-pertinent  here  to 
remark  (we  dislike  the  orthodox  word, 
impertinent,  as  suggestive  of  another  inter- 
pretation), how  strange  it  is  that  so  useful  a 
denomination,  required  some  thousands  of 
times  per  month  for  postage  via  Marseilles, 
should  be  represented  by  one  impression  only, 
that  of  Ceylon !  Our  own  issue  of  that  value, 
long  disused,  and  some  months  back  em- 
ployed briefly  until  the  remainders  were 
exhausted,  is  now  totally  obsolete.  Was 
the  stamp  under  survey  an  essay  for  England, 
aft^r  all  ? 

It  is  rather  singular  that  the  elegant  series 
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of  Cejrlon,  thoogb  consLsting  (besides  the 
liairiiunnf)  of  no  fewer  thaii  eheen  labels, 
bus  but  tea  envelopes.  Tbe  hiatus  would  be 
filled  by  a  teapeany  value.  May  not  the 
nameless  and  bomele^a  iodividual  under 
consideration  be  allowed  to  fill  tlie  vacancy 
until  further  notice  ? 


NEWLY-ISSUED  OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
Whem  the  Tniaer  cannot  add  to  bis  hoarded 
heaps,  be  amuses  himBelf  with  an  inspection 
of  them'.  We  are  forced,  for  the  nonce,  to 
p  do  the  same,  and  commence 
by  calling  attention  to  a 
representation  of  the  New 
Granada  stamp,  described  in 
our  last  number.  The  new 
low- valued  envelope  for 
Wiirtemberg  our  subscribers 
-^  must  now  be  well  familiar- 
ized with,  from  the  visible  and  gratuitous 
specimen  which  accompanied  the  same  num- 
ber in  its  progress  to  the  four  quarters  of 
the  globe. 

We  have  previously  alluded  to  a  proposed 
new  issue  for  the  United  States.  Essays 
for  the  1  cent,  wo  are  given  to  understand 
from  an  American  postal  journal,  have  been 
ulready  submitted  to  the  government.  One 
variety  exhibits  the  bust  of  the  late  lamented 
I)rc3ident  Lincoln  in  ornamental  framework. 
In  the  upper  comers  are  the  letters  v.  s. ;  in 
tbe  lower  is  1  C.  The  inscription  above  is 
POSTAGE  [  below,  ONE  CtKT.  A  Star  with 
rays  (we  never  saw  one  without  those  neces- 
sai-y  appendages),  according  to  the  writer's 
deaeription,  is  suspended  over  the  bust. 
The  impressions  are  green,  mauve,  and  ver- 
milion, on  a  white  ground.  By  an  official 
letter  in  our  correspondence  columns, 
our  readers  will  also  see  that  it  is  in- 
tended to  issue  a  new  style  of  stamps  fur 
'  packagps  of  newspapers  carried  outside  the 
nails.' 

Our  next    engraving  pre- 
ients  to  view  the   Honduras 
I  stump,  introduced  to  the  tim- 
I  bniphilic   public  in   our  last 
I  mnguzine. 
The  tilujini-Cutlcclur'g  Record,  published  at 


Albany,  New  York  State,  chronioloa  a  set  of 
locals  issued  by  tiobert  McLachlan,  143, 
Bleury  street,  Montreal.  Tbe  dasigu  is 
described  as  exhibiting  th«  octagonal  &oe  of 
a  clock  witboat  hands ;  the  proprietor's 
address  appears  in  the  margin.  We  pre- 
sume tbe  hour  at  which  the  despatch  is  sent 
is  intended  to  be  marked  by  pen  or  pendL 
Oolonred  impresaion,  lake,  bine,  green,  or 
black,  on  whUe  p^jer.  The  publisher  of 
the  said  magaiune,  Indignaut  at  the  con- 
tinued persistence  of  certain  individraJs  in 
belief  of  the  buff  Canadian  envelopes, 
promises  au  official  denial  of  their  existeuoe 
in  his  next  number,  which  we  shall  take 
care  to  reprint  for  the  benefit  of  our  own 
Bubflcribers  and  readers. 

The  same  magazine  affords  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  a  customs  official  in  MoBtrsal, 
denying  in  tota  the  Bancroft  upstart  of  that 
city.  He  writes  that  Mr.  Bancroft  detrrers 
nothing  but  packages,  trunks,  fttmitDre, 
&c.,  and  that  the  loi^itattt  Bancroft  stamp 
was  got  up  by  a  boy  for  a  lark.  We  expect 
the  boy  i«Etlised  stnuething  tangibiB  by  his 
larks.  Ell  reoancht,  he  vouches  for  the  sta- 
bility of  the  double  college  stomp,  thegenoine 
character  of  which  was  denied  in  a  late 
number  of  our  magazine.  Oh  truth !  tenth ! 
truth  !  we  do  not  wonder  you  keep  cIoR  at 
the  bottom  of  your  cool  well  daring  tius 
oppressive  heat ! 

IM  The  correspondent  who 
9  sends  us  tlie  original  of  the 
M  annexed  engraving  puts  a 
a  quostion  which  we  in  turn 
fl  must  ask  onr  readers,  '  Can 
3  yon  tell  us  what  it  is? '  Oar 
■■  knowledge  of  Buss  is  suffi- 
cient to  assure  us  that  the  brief  inscription 
is  in  that  tongue,  but  the  words  forming  the 
cancelling-mark  of  the  apecim^i  before  na 
Are  French,  and  are  as  fbtlows,  CumpagnU 
Eitsits  *  *  *  Navigaiitin  in  circle ;  there  is 
also  the  remuant  of  another  word  before 
Niivigatian,  oud  in  centre  Siiiif^te,  Mai  15, 
1863,— cciuclusivo  proof  that  the  stamp  is 
not  newly  issued.  We  cannot  say  whether 
it  is,  or  is  not,  a  postage  stamp,  but  by  en- 
graving it  we  have  adopted  the  best  means 
to  obtain  authentic  information  concerning 
it.     We  may  add  that  tbe  whole  stamp,  ex- 
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cept  the  apooe  occupied  by  tlie  inscription, 
is  covered  with  a  gronnd  of  dia^nftlly- 
crossed  blue  lines.  The  impreseion  is  in 
rose  on  white  paper. 

Too  late  for  publication  in  onr  August 
nnmW,  we  received  a  conimnnication  from 
Mons.  Kiester,  of  Paris,  to  the  effect,  thnt 
having  pemsed  tJie  letter  of  '  Conservative ' 
in  the  Stamp'GuUector'*  Magaxime  for  Jnly, 
in  which  the  writer  took  occasion  to 
aaimadvert  on  certain  CBsays,  whiuh  he  pro- 
noonced  om  emanating  firom  one  or  two 
Hilan  engrav^^  but  which  he  did  not 
believe  were  ever  really  offered  to  any  postal 
authorities — he,  Mohn.  Ri  ester,  begs  to 
assare  onrsetves,  and  the  tinibrophilic  oom- 
Rnnitj  in  general,  that  he  is  thuronghly 
anderstood  in  Paris  to  be  the  sole  designer 
and  engraver  of  the  essays  principally  al- 
luded to,  namely,  those  of  Bolivia,  San 
Mariao,  and  Moldavia. 

Monaienr  Biester  proceeds  to  say  that  he 
ia  folly  able  to  prove  the  genuine  character 
of  the  essays  in  (]ue«tion ;  that  they  were 
really  submitted  for  approval  to  the  respec- 
tive governments  they  represent;  and  that 
no  Milan  engraver  whatever  had  anything 
to  do  with  them. 

We  shall  he  visiting  Paris  shortly,  and 
during  onr  stay  there,  shall  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  the  correspondence  that 
has  taken  place  between  Uons.  R.  and  the 
aforesaid  governments,  the  whole  of  which 
he  has  promised  to  place  in  our  hands  for 
whole  or  partial  publication. 

A  correspondent  kindly  figures  and  de- 
scribes for  us  another  candidate  fur  local 
U.  S.  honours,  now  obsolete.  It  was 
used  by  S.  H.  Priuce  on  bis  Eastern  Express 
route  between  Boston  and  Portland.  The 
stamp  is  small-sized,  impression  copper-plate. 
Ad  oblong  oval  contains  a  steam-boat ; 
LnrER  DEijPATCH  above ;  proprietor's  namo 
below  :  it  is  printed  block  on  white  paper. 

Another  correspondent  notes  an  unde- 
scribed  specimen ;  description  as  follows : 
large  10  in  centre  ;  CALitOKNiA  printed  over 
it ;  TO  between  and  above  the  figures ; 
BEDFOKD  &  CO.'S  EXPRESa  above  ;    KO.   2,  ASTOR 

HOCBB,  N.  Y.  below :  a  glory  surrounds  it. 
(We  cannot  say  why.)  Large  oval;  dull 
pnrple  impression.     We  are  indebted  to  the 


same  individual  for  the  information,  that  the 
Prench  stamp  described  in  onr  July  number 
is  used  in  the  post-offices  for  money-orders 
above  10  fVancs  value.  It  is  affixed  to  the 
part  sent,  and  the  recipient  has  to  give  it  np 
on  receiving  payment.  He,  moreover, 
favours  ns  with  the  assurance  of  possessing 
a  further  variety  of  the  very  Protean  20  c. 
Italian;  being  tbe  dark  16  c.  without  awj 
dots  transmuted. 


THE  QUEENSLAND  STAMPS. 
QtJEE^(SLAND,  althotigh  one  of  the  latest 
founded  of  our  colonies,  has  produced  a 
most  creditable  series  of  st&mpe,  and  one 
which  will  compare  fa- 
vourably  with  those  of  the 
other  Australian  divisions. 
It  cannot  boast  of  any  of 
those  tantalising  rarities, 
spaces  fur  which  appear, 
but  are  not  occnpied,  in 
our  albums.  Moreover, 
its  uniformity  of  type  does 
not  admit  of  the  existence  of  any  ugly 
exceptions.  No  unsightly  shilling,  or  dirty 
sixpenny,  as  in  the  case  of  Victoria,  shames 
its  more  presentable  companions  on  the  albio 
page.  Collectors  who  would  fill  the  page 
devoted  to  Qneenslaud  must  have  resort  to 
shades,  and  to  varieties  perforated  and  un- 
perforated,  and  even  then  they  will  not  find 
much  difficulty  in  obtaining  all  that  are 
known  to  exist. 

The  first  issue  took  place  in  1861,  an& 
comprised  the  dark  shades  and  violet-brown 
shilling.  In  the  following  year  denticulated 
sheets  in  the  primal  colours  were  emitted, 
and  in  18(}3  those  colours  gave  place  to  the 
lighter  tints ; — the  penny  lake-red  to  orange, 
tbe  twopenny  dark-blue  to  light,  the  six- 
penny chrome-green  to  pea-green,  the  shilling 
violet-brown  to  brown.  This  change  proba> 
biy  took  place  upon  the  exhaustion  of  the 
star  water-marked  paper,  by  which  also  the 
earlier  issues  may  be  distinguished  from  the 
current 

The  stamp  above  engraved  is,  as  may  be 
supposed,  the  rarest  of  the  Queensland 
stamps ;  it  differs  in  one  slight  point  from 
the  rest,  namely,  the  notching  of  the  gof< 
ners ;  all  the  others  being  square. 
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We  can  hardly  expect  an  alteration  in 
device — scarcely  desire  it.  The  present 
title  of  the  colony  renders  the  portrait  of 
her  majesty  by  fsat  the  most  suitable  adorn- 
ment  of  its  stamps. 

POSTAGE-STAMP  PORTRAITS.— II. 

ISABELM  U«   OF  SPAIN. 

With  no  illustrions  personage,  save  and 
except  our  own  gracious  sovereign,  are 
collectors  better  acquainted  through  the 
medium  of  their  ^vourite  study  than  with 
the  above-named  lady.  The  acquaintance  is 
however  probably  limited  to  her  features, 
which  appear  not  only  on  several  score  of 
Spanish  stamps,  but  dso  on  the  numerous 
issues  of  Cuba  and  Luzon;  and  even  con- 
cerning them  our  readers  can  form  no  very 
decided  conclusions,  owing  to  the  great 
differences  which  exist  between  the  various 
stamp  portrait*  of  her  majesty  of  Spain.  Of 
her  history  comparatively  little  is  generally 
known,  but  we  propose  to  give  a  few  par- 
ticulars which  we  trust  will  prove  interest- 
ing. 

Queen  Isabella,  daughter  of  Ferdinand  VII. 
and  Maria  Christina,  was  born  at  Madrid,  on 
the  30th  October,  1830.  A  short  time  pre- 
viously her  father  had  been  induced  by  the 
influence  of  his  wife  to  issue  the  Pragmatic 
Decree  revoking  the  Salic  law,  an  enactment 
which  prohibited  the  succession  of  females  to 
tjie  Spanish  throne.  This  step  had  the  effect 
of  excluding  the  king's  brother,  Don  Carlos, 
from  the  succession ;  when,  therefore,  Ferdi- 
nand died  in  1833,  and  his  infant  daughter, 
Isabella,  was  proclaimed  queen  under  the 
regency  of  her  mother,  Maria  Christina,  civil 
war  commenced,  and  continued  for  seven 
years  to  desolate  the  country.  The  future 
chiefs  of  the  Spanish  cabinet,  Espartero, 
Narvaez,  and  0*Donnell,  were  amongst  the 
number  of  Christina's  adherents,  whilst  the 
famous  Zumalacarregui  headed  the  forces 
of  Don  Carlos.  The  latter  were  for  a  long 
time  successful,  but  the  efforts  of  the  queen- 
mother's  supporters  at  length  overcame  all 
obstacles;  the  Carlists,  after  many  hard  fights, 
were  thoroughly  defeated ;  and  in  1840  the 
Cortes  confirmed  the  claims  of  Isabella  by 
pronouncing  sentence  of  banishment  on  her 


uncle  and  his  adherents.  In  183?  Bspartero 
was  summoned  by  queen  Ohristiim  to  assist 
her  in  the  government ;  and  wben^  in  1840, 
she  reftused  to  grant  the  reforms  demaitded 
by  the  progressive  party,  she  resigned  ber 
power  into  his  hands.  He  became  regent, 
and  for  the  three  following  years,  during 
which  he  was  able  in  a  ^eat  measure  to 
direct  the  education  and  training  of  the 
young  queen,  she  was  sul^eci  to  purer  and 
better  influences  tiian  it  had  yet  been  her 
fate  to  experience. 

The  queen-mother  on  her  resignation  of 
the  regency  retired  to  Franoe,  and  beoame  a 
vigorous  oppoufflit  of  £spartero's  adminis- 
tration. From  Parts  she  directed  muneroos 
intrigues  agauist  this  able  minister,  in  which 
Marshal  Naarvaecs  took  a  conspiouoiM  part. 
In  1841  an  insnrrectton  took  place,  having 
for  its  object  the  overthrow  of  -  the  -  regent, 
but  the  attempt  miscarried,  and  its  antibors 
had  to  seelr  refuge  in  France.  But  two 
years  later  the  efibrts  of  Christina  and  her 
friends  were  soecesslul;  a.  £resh  rising  re- 
sulted in  the  entry  of  NarVaea  into  Madrid, 
the  expulsion  of  Espartero  (who sought  refuge 
on  board  a  British  frigate),  and  the  declara- 
tion by  a  decree  oi  the  Cortes  dated  the  15th 
of  October,  1843,  that  Isabella—at  that  time 
not  quite  thirteen  years  old — had  attained 
her  maj(Hrity:  thenceforward  the  queen  took 
her  place  amongst  the  reigning  »>vepeigns 
of  Europe. 

Two  years  later  Maria  Chn^iiA  returned 
to  Madrid,  and  her  restoration  to  influence 
was  marked  by  the  marriage  of  Isabella  II., 
to  her  cousin  Don  Francisco  d'Assis,  the 
elder  son  of  her  maternal  uncle  Don  Francisco 
de  Paula,  which  took  place  on  the  oompletion 
of  her  sixteenth  year.  The  marriage  was 
entirely  one  of  policy,  and  its  result  has  been 
very  sad.  The  young  queen  has  never 
known  the  beneficial  influence  of  domestic 
happiness.  Estrangements  and  reconcilia- 
tions have  by  turns  succeeded  each  other  in 
her  married  life,  and  even  in  her  maternal 
hopes  she  has  been  doomed  to  disappoint- 
ment by  the  death  of  two  of  her  infant 
children  a  short  time  after  their  birth. 

We  cannot  attempt  to  detail  the  various 
political  changes  which  have  taken  place 
since  the  queen's  marriage ;  and  we  are  con- 
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yinced  tbat,   even   were  the  space   at   oar 
disposal    Bufficieut,    such  a  higtorj    would 
prove  uninieredting  to  the  majoritj  of  our 
readers.    A  brief  epitome  must  suffice* 
In  1645  Narvaez  became  prime  minister, 
it    his  ministry    was  overthrown   in   the 
^owing  year.     Dissensions  at  this  period 
le  between  the  queen  and  her  mother, 
various  plots  were  formed  against  her 
'r  mother  and  Louis  Philippe,  in  the 
T)g  of  which  Marshal  Narvaez,  then 
ador  at  Paris,  had  a  large  share.     In 
,  1847,  a  reconciliation  was  effected ; 
^  ne  was  chosen  president  of  the  council 
and  head   of  the  ministry,  which  post  he 
retained  till  January,  1851,  when  his  admin- 
istration  broke  up  on  account  of  financial 
embarrassments.     From  this  date  until  1854, 
several  ministries  were  formed  and  fell     In 
that  year  tlie  queen  reluctantly   called  to 
power  EfSpartero,  who  had  been  dwelling  in 
Spain  for  some  years  as  a  private  citizen. 
He  united  with  his  former  rival   General 
O'Donnell,  and  for  two  years  governed  the 
country.     His  efforts  were  put  forth  in  the 
right  direction,  and  his  great  abilitiee  would 
have  enabled  him   to    o<Hnpasa    numerous 
much-nequired  reforms,  had  he  not  encoun- 
tered the  opposition  of  the  queen  whom  he 
served.     The  corruption   of  the  court  and 
the  administrative  departments,  the  hostility 
of  the  clergy,  the  restlessness  of  the  Carlists, 
the   fickleness  and  insubordination   of   his 
own  professed  8Upp(»4;ers,  and  most  of  all 
the  intractable  character  of  O'Donnell,  nulli- 
fied Espartero's  policy.     It  was  impossible 
that  he  could  long  woric  in  harmony  with 
the     thick-and-thin    supporter    of    Queen 
Christina. 

In  the  summer  of  1856,  affidrs  came 
to  a  crisis;  Espartero  was  dismissed,  and 
insurrections  in  Madrid,  Barcelona,  and 
Saragossa  broke  out ;  but  he  took  no  part  in 
the  quarrels  made  in  his  name,  and  in  1857 
resigned  the  dignity  of  senator.  O'Donnell 
held  office  for  a  short  time  after,  and  was 
then  succeeded  by  Senor  Armero  Hon,  in 
whose  cabinet  Marshal  Narvaez  had  a  seat. 
Since  that  time  several  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  position  of  parties.  The  tele- 
graph every  now  and  then  conveys  the 
intelligence    of   a  political  crisis,   and  the 


formation  of  a  new  ministry  by  P'Donnell 
or  Narvaez*  In  1862  an  expedition  was 
undertaken  against  the  emperor  of  Morocco, 
and  was  attended  with  grecUi  cost  and  little 
honour.  Last  year  the  Ohinoha  islands 
were  seized,  and  unjustifiable  demands  made 
on  Peru.  The  Spanish  government  has 
however  acted  wisely  in  compromising  this 
quarrel,  and  also  in  at  last  recognizing  the 
kingdom  of  Italy. 

The  queen*s  personal  infiuence  on  Spanish 
politics  has  been  considerable,  and  her  ob- 
structive prejudices  have  much  retarded  the 
progress  of  the  nation.  We  cannot  of 
course  throw  light  upon  her  private  life, 
indeed  it  is  rather  doubtful  whether  it 
would  bear  too  curious  a  gaze.  Like  our 
queen,  she  has  been  the  mark  of  a  would-be 
assassin,  and,  as  the  following  narrative  will 
show,  with  worse  result.  The  attempt  in 
question  was  made  in  1852,  and  is  thus  de- 
scribed hy  an  eye-witness. 

The  q«eeD,  who  had  oot  made  her  appearance  abroad 
since  the  birth  of  the  princess,  was  to  leave  the  palace 
shortly  before  two  o'clock,  accompanied  by  the  king  and 
the  high  functionaries  of  the  oourt.  Her  Majesty  had  just 
heard  the  mass  of  child-birth  in  the  chapel  royal,  and  was 
proceeding  along  the  gallery  towards  the  great  staircase, 
when  her  progress  was  arrested  by  Merino  (a  mendicant 
friar,  63  years  old),  who  being  draased  in  clerical  attire, 
and  being,  as  was  supposed,  about  to  present  a  memorial, 
met  vdih  no  obstacle  nx>m  Uiose  around.  He  immediately 
struck  at  the  queen  with  a  dagger,  which  grazed  her  arm 
and  entered  her  right  aide,  penetrating  through  the  fblda 
of  her  mantle  of  velvet  and  gold  and  cutting  through  the 
stays,  the  whalebone  of  which  diminished  the  effect  of  the 
blow  which  it  is  now  understood  has  not  injured  any  vital 
organ.  The  aasassin  at  the  moment  of  striking  exclaimed, 
**  Toma  ya  tienea  btuiatiU"  (take  it,  you  have  now  got 
enough).  The  queen's  first  thought  was  for  her  chud. 
**  Jfi  mina"  rfie  exclaimed,  "^  ciudem  d  IhoM"  (my 
child,  let  them  take  care  of  Isabel).  There  was  a  moment 
of  confusion.  The  nurse,  alarmed  at  the  queen's  shriek, 
let  the  infant  fall  from  the  cushion  on  which  she  was 
being  carried.  The  king  drew  his  sword.  One  of  the 
royal  halberdiers  struck  down  the  assassin,  who  let  fall 
the  dagger  and  was  secured  by  the  duke  of  Tamanes  and 
the  members  of  the  royal  suite.  The  queen  leant  against 
the  wall  of  the  gallery,  her  hand  pt^eMed  against  her 
side,  which  was  covered  with  blood.  The  king  and  other 
members  of  the  royal  family  rushed  to  her  support.  She 
was  instantly  carried  to  her  apartments,  and  then  fitinted. 
The  whole  scene  passed  quickly,  occupying  not  more  than 
a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

The  queen  recovered,  the  friar  was  execu- 
ted, and  the  valiant  king,  who  'drew  his 
sword,'  was  so  frightened  that  he  was  obliged 
to  be  bled  five  days  afterwards. 

The  queen  has  been  until  lately  very 
much  under  the  influence  of  the  bigoted 
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clerical  party.  In  particular  her  confessor, 
latlier  Claret,  and  a  certain  nan,  Sister 
Patrovincio,  were  the  chief  instruments  in 
preventing  the  practice  of  a  liberal  poKcj. 
These  two  worthies  are  now  banished,  much 
to  the  disgust  of  the  ecclesiastical  faction, 
prominent  members  of  which  have  also 
protested  against  the  recognition  oi  Italy. 
This  faction  has  the  power  to  work  much 
evil,  and  as  the  widow  of  Don  Carlos  is 
at  present  pursuing  that  delightful  oc- 
cupation of  Spanish  lords  and  ladies — 
intrigue — ftirther  disturbances  may  arise. 
The  queen  has  gone  to  seek  Espartero,  and 
her  mother  has  at  last  seen  the  necessity  of 
a  liberal  policy. 

Amongst  many  rumours,  the  latest  is  that 
the  queen  will  resign  in  favour  of  her  son, 
the  prince  of  Asturias,  under  the  regency  of 
O'Donnell,  but  we  doubt  this.  Isabella 
is  now  in  her  thirty -fifth  year,  of  a  vigorous 
constitution,  and  likely  therefore  ta  occupy 
the  throne  for  many  years,  we  trust  to  her 
country's  advantage,  and  perchance  to  have 
her  profile  engraved  on  many  more  series  of 
postage  stamps. 


REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Stamp  Argus,     St.   John,  New  Bruns- 
wick :  Craig  and  Melvin. 

Motto,  ^Resurgo.^  This  publication  being 
No.  1  of  vol.  i.,  we  cannot  by  any  means 
account  for  the  motto  chosen.  Things  are 
certainly  rather  queer  in  America ;  and  it  is 
just  within  the  pale  of  probability  that  a 
journal  may  rise  there  a  second  time  with- 
out having  ever  risen  before;  though  we 
thought  such  an  anomaly  was  confined  to 
a  certain  green  island  in  the  eastern  hemi- 
sphere. Be  that  as  it  may,  we  hail,  and  ever 
hail,  the  appearance  of  every  printed  emana- 
tion devoted  to  the  interest  and  furtherance 
of  timbrophily. 

Subscribers  to  this  journal  pay  a  trifle 
more  than  twopence  per  month.  With 
respect  to  No.  1,  the  preface  alone  is  worth 
the  money.  The  style,  the  humour,  the 
spelling,  the  everything,  are  of  the  choicest, 
and  must  be  perused  to  be  appreciated  by 
the  *  timbroplalic '  world ! 


It  would  be  unfair  to  pronounce  upon  the 
merits  of  a  work  such  as  this  from  its  first 
n  timber.  The  editor  evidently  intends  to 
do  his  best  to  fill  the  gap  hitherto  unoccupied 
by  a  New  Brunswick  magazine;  and  ap- 
parently has  not  commenced  his  speculation 
without  securing  a  reasonable  aihount  of 
support,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  number 
of  advertisem^its  figuring  in  the  sheet  be- 
fore us.  In  fact,  they  bear  about  the  same 
proportion  that  Falstaff 's  SAtk  did  to  his 
bread. 

In  a  late  number  of  our  magazine  we 
quoted  some  authority  to  the  effect  that  the 
12  c.  and  40  c.  envelopes  of  the  United 
States  were  to  be  withdrawn  fin^m  circula- 
tion. The  magaane  undw  notice,  «s  well 
as  No.  7  of  the  Albany  8tafnp^0oliecior*s 
Record,  positively  pronounce  on  their  non- 
withdrawal. 

For  those  who,  in  the  editor's  words, 
'  don't  see  any  distinction  between  the  label 
on  the  end  of  a  reel  of  thread  and  an  issue 
of  the  Re-union  island '  (we  have  otirselves 
met  with  many  such),  this  new  candidate 
for  timbrophiUc  favour  is  not  calcalated;  bat 
to  the  collectors  of  the  western  world,  we 
gladly  take  opportunity  of  commending  it 
with  every  wish  fbr  its  permanent  snceesa. 


POSTAL   CHIT-CHAT. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Italian  ffOTerDmeiit  is  about  to 
transfer  its  postal  monopoly  to  the  nouse  of  Kothscliiid. 

Enolisk  Penny  St-vmps. — It  appears  Uiat  in  the  year 
ending  March  last,  the  revenue  fh)m  penny  stamps 'vas 
£519,^  5s.  3d.,  and  the  net  produce  £500,219  18s.  6d. 

The  next  Stamped  Envelopes  issued  by  the  Unitod 
States  ivre  to  be  covered  on  the  reverse  with*  it»tructi(ms 
regarding  {^repayment  of  postage,  &c.  The  official  in- 
formation IS  contained  in  the  Post-office  Deportmimt 
paper,  the  United  States  MaU^ 

Post  Office  Yarn. — A  letter  was  lately  put  into  a 
provincial  letter-box,  the  appearance  of  wni<m  denoted 
that  the  writer  was  unaccustomed  to  the  use  of  stamps, 
and  had  failed  to  make  one  stick  at  alL  He  had  tried, 
and  had  vainlv  tried;  but  the  inveterate  portrait  of  her 
Majesty  woulu  curl  up.  At  last,  in  di^pair,  he  pinned  it 
to  the  envelope,  and  wrote  under  it :  *  Paid,  providing 
the  pin  doehn*t  eorne  out,* 

Who  Engraved  the  Confederate  Stampi»  ? — Dc  la 
Rue  certainly  engraved  the  rare  1  c.  and  tlie  last  5  c 
At  the  bottom  of  a  sheet  of  the  last  10  c.  we  saw  the 
inscription,  ^Archer,  Bank  note  printer,  Richmond,  Va:' 
and  now  the  Stamp  Argue^  a  new  American  publication, 
asserts  that  the  Confederate  States  stamps  were  the  pro- 
duction of  Barre,  the  celebrati^  Frencn  engraver;  and 
that  the  plates  ^wore  captured  by  adetad^numt  (tf' cavalry 
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under  Federal  General  Knmtz,  at  Columbia,  South 
Carolina,  and  are  now  deposited  in  the  patent-office  at 
Washinfton.'  We  should  like  to  know  why  the  phttea 
were  tiukea  from  tko  Biohmond  post^fBce  to  South 
Carolina,  and  whether  there  was  any  guard  over  them ; 
alao  why  the  United  States  patent-office  was  chosen  for 
their  reception. 

The  Fkbb  Ciubb  of  QBRMAirr.'-'Foar  Oermaa  oitiea, 
rannants  of  the  ancient  Uanseatic  league,  retain  their 
independence  and  pH)uliar  form  of  government.  The 
present  constitution  of  the  most  imnortant  of  their  num- 
W,  the  state  and  f^  oitj  of  Haraornqg^  same  into  force 
on  Jan.  1, 1861.  The  government  is  entrusted  in  common 
to  the  Chambers  of  Representatives,  the  Senate,  and  the 
BOrgerRhaft  or  House  of  Burgesses.  The  Senate,  com- 
posed of  eighteen  members  elected  for  life  by  the  House  of 
burgesses  and  presided  over  by  a  first  and  second  burgo- 
master, has  the  princiDal  executive  power.  The  House  of 
Bmgesses  is  eomposea  of  192  menibers^  the  majority  of 
whom  are  eleetcd  b^  ballot  by  the  citizens,  the  remainder 
consisting  of  deputies  from  various  guilds,  corporations, 
and  courts  of  justice.  The  free  city  of  Bremen  is  govpmed 
by  a  Senate  of  80  members,  under  the  legislative  authority 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  Citiccns,  known  as  the  *  Burger 
Convent.*  Two  buri^masters  direct  the  affairs  of  tne 
Senate,  throt^h  a  nnnistrv  divided  into  eight  depart- 
ments. The  state  comprises  an  area  of  106  Bngbflh 
square  miles,  dirided  into  the  city  proper,  the  rural 
districts,  the  tovmship  of  Vegesack,  ana  the  port  and  city 
of  Bremen  haven.  Tne  popiilation  is  about  100,000.  The 
free  city  and  state  af  Laoeck  is  governed  bv  a  constitution 
similarto  that  of  Hamburg*  The  High  Court  of  Appeal 
for  the  four  free  cities  is  established  at  Lubeck,  and  is 
composed  of  a  president  nominated  by  the  Houses  of 
Kcaators  of  the  firar  cities,  and  six  councillors  chosen  by 
the  four  Houses  of  Burgesses.  The  constitution  of  Frank- 
fort-on- Maine  is  similar  to  that  of  Hamburg.  The  Diet 
of  Plenipotentiaries,  the  organ  of  the  Germanic  Conftsde* 
ration,  asseoibles  at  Frankfort.  Of  the  four  cities  named, 
the  first  three  issue  postage  stamps  of  their  own,  the  last- 
mentioned  uses  those  of  Thum  and  Taxis  South. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  NEW  ISSUE  OF  STAMPS  FOR  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

To  the  JEditcr  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 
Dear  Sib, — I  have  received  the  following  note  from 
Washington  in  regard  to  the  new  issue  of  United  States 
stamps,  which  ma^  perhaps  be  of  some  use  to  your 
readers.  If  you  think  so,  it  is  at  your  service. 
KespectfUlly  yours, 

JAMES  M.  CHUTE. 
Boston^  Mattachusette^  U.  S. 

Port-ofBeo  Department,  Flnnnee  Office, 

WMhinstou.  Joly  36. 1S66. 
Sn,— la  rrply  to  your  Inqnlrtoa  of  the  19th  Inat..  I  nave  to  aaj  that  no 


laanirdUt«>  mt^ral  ehanice  of  the  United  StatM*  poetal  etampa  b  ron- 
tempiatrd.  It  It  propoacd.  however,  to  salMtltatethe  engraved  head  of  tha 
late  preakknt  In  the  place  of  tha  present  dnign  on  one  denomination  of 


the  atampa.  and.  alao,  to  laana  a  new  atvie  of  atampa  to  he  oaed  on 


of  newspap^ra,  carried  outalde  the  maila. 
--     ik-Not    -  


Tha  National  Banfc>Nat«  Company,  New  Yiait,  are  the  manoflMiara*  of 
the  atampa  now  naed. 

Verr  reapeetftallr.  ke..  te.. 

A.  N.  ZEVELY.  Third  Amt.  P.  M.  Qni. 
Jaa.  M.  Chute,  Baq..  Boatoo.  Maaaaohuaetts. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  STAMP  PORTRAITS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp -Collector's  Magazine.' 

Dear  Sie, — As  I  now  have  the  opportunity,  thinking 
I  may  give* a  little  information  on  one  or  two  points,  I 
take  occasion  to  address  you. 


The  heads  on  the  United  States  stamps  are  as  follows : 
I  c.  and  30  c.  Franklin ;  2  c.  Andrew  Jackson,  the  same 
as  on  the  rebel  2  c.;  60.  Jefferson,  the  successor  of 
Washington  to  the  presidency  of  the  United  States;  3  0., 
10  c,  12  c,  24  c,  and  90  c.  Washington,  The  difference 
in  the  portraits  of  Washington  arises  from  the  diB<;renoe 
of  the  original  portraits  from  which  they  are  engraved. 
Thus  the  10  c.  and  12  0.  are  copied  from  the  *  Stuart' 
portraits,  the  more  common  and  correct  likeness ;  while 
the  60  c.  is  derived  from  the  *  TrumbnU '  portrait. 

Of  the  envelopes,  the  I  0.  contains  the  nead  of  Frank- 
lin, the  2  c.  of  Jackson,  and  the  rest  that  of  Washington. 
These  remarks  apply  to  the  second  and  third  issues  of 
adhenves,  oommonly  called  the  '67  and  '61  issues,  and  to 
all  the  envelopes  of  the  first  issue  of  adhesivos ;  the  5  0. 
bore  the  head  of  Franklin,  and  the  10  c.  that  of 
Washington. 

With  respect  to  tiw  1  soudo  Roman,  allow  me  to  state 
that  I  recently  received  from  a  friend  residing  in  Rome  a 
letter  prepaid  with  this  stamp,  and  this  I  think  proves  it 
is  not  a  *  cardinals'  stamp,'  as  hinted  in  your  May 
number.  The  letter  referred  to  was  triple  weight, 
which  accounts  for  the  use  of  the  high  value. 
I  remain,  yours  respectfully, 

Ij.  h.  b. 

£etH  Hampton^  Matsaehueetts^  U.S, 

THE  AMERICAN  B.VNK-NOTl!  COMPANY, 
lb  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Co llectoh* 8  Magazine.' 

Dear  Sir,— The  author  of  the  paper  on  Canadian 
envelopes  has  said  with  much  truth,  that  *the  recent 
reprints  in  orange,  blue,  green,  red,  and  all  the  colours  of 
the  rainbow,  firom  the  dies  in  the  control  of  these  printers, 
have  done  more  to  destroy  confidence  and  disturb  the 
faith  of  the  philatelic  community,  than  all  the  invading 
hosts  of  the  Milan  "essays"  and  continental  rubbish' 
(p.  118^.  The  printers  he  refers  to  are  the  American 
liank-^ote  Company.  This  company  holds  the  dies  of 
the  current  stamps  of  Nova  Scotia,  Nicaragua,  Costa 
Rica,  Canada,  New  Brunswick.  Mexico,  and  the  United 
States,  and  the  jproofs  referred  to  are  of  these  stamps. 
The  2  c.  United  states  proof »  have  been  for  a  long  time 
before  the  world,  as  also  those  of  the  old  5  c.  and  present 
90  c  Lately  there  has  been  a  frei^  issue  of  other 
spurious  proofs,  principally  in  orange.  The  Nova 
Scotian  2  c,  6c.,  8|  c,  and  12^  c.  have  been  produced  in 
this  colour,  and  the  2  c.  has  been  worked  off  in  brown  and 
black,  the  12J  c.  in  green,  and  the  8^  c.  in  scarlet.  The 
two  Nicaraguan  stamps,  and  the  \  rl.,  2  rl.,  and  1  peso 
Costa  Rica  have  been  impressed  in  orange,  and  the 
i  rl.  of  the  latter  country  in  black.  The  Canadian  Jd., 
6d.,  lOd.,  I  c,  10  c.  and  12^  c.  may  be  procured  in 
orange,  the  3d.  and  6d.  also  in  bUck,  the  2  c.  in  green, 
the  12|  c.  in  blue,  and  the  17  c.  in  no  less  than  four 
colours— vermilion,  green,  black,  and  brown.  The 
New  Brunswick  1  c,  10  c,  and  17  c.  have  been  done 
in  orange,  and  the  2  c.  in  green;  even  the  vaiuable 
Connell  has  not  escaped,  and  those  who  value  a  rare 
stamp  in  an  abnormal  colour,  may  now  obtain  it  for  a 
consideration  in  blue  or  orange.  To  complete  the  Ust, 
even  the  bighead  stamp  has  been  produced  in  red,  brown, 
nmuve,  and  green ;  and  the  new  Mexican  4  rls.  in  di^k- 
brown,  scarlet,  and  green. 

Those  proofs,  except  to  a  i>erson  who  ooUects  every- 
thing in  any  way  connected  with  stamps,  are  absolutely 
worthless.  They  can  in  no  sense  of  the  word  be  con- 
sidered *  trial  stami)s,'  and  I  hope  collectors  will  put  their 
veto  on  them  by  rejecting  them  when  offered  for  sale. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Edinburgh,  A.  T.  M. 
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THE  RED  HALF-ANNA  IXDU. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collectoji's  Magazine.' 

Sib, — In  your  last  number  of  the  Stamp^Oollector* 9 
Magazine^  llr.  Peniberton  informed  us  that  the  red  \ 
anna  of  India  was  probahly  an  essay,  and  not  made 
fh>m  the  same  die  as  ue  Uue  \  anna;  also  he  asserts  that 
the  number  of  the  arches  on  tbo  sides  of  eaoh  is  different. 

I  have  a  red  |  anna,  undoubtedlif  gtntuiMy  in  my  own 
oollection,  procured  from  India  by  a  fHend  of  mine, 
when  that  stamp  was  current,  ana  I,  having  carefully 
oompaxed  it  with  the  blue  \  anna,  find  that  the  number 
of  arches  are  precisely  the  same  in  both,  and  all  the 
border  is  identical;  but  (as  Mr.  Pembeiton  states)  the 
head  has  a  few  minute  differences.  I  do  not  know  how 
this  is  to  be  accounted  for ;  I  think  it  is  most  probable  that 
as  the  red  was  issued  first,  the  die  from  which  the  blue 
was  made  was  rather  worn :  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  they  were  made  fh)m  the  somd  die,  and  that  the 
red  is  »o<  an  essay.  I  do  not  think  liiat  the  £sot  of  one 
stamp  having  ^ens'  on  it  proves  it  to  be  an  essay, 
for  it  may  be  the  «id  of  the  name  of  a  town,  or  the 
scrawl  of  a  pen  through  the  stamp  aoctdentally  having 
taken  that  form ;  in  fiict,  it  is  very  pr^mble  that  tor  a  short 
time  that  manner  of  obliteration  was  employed.  The  red 
\  anna  is  a  much  better  executed  stamp  man  the  blue 
(  anna,  and  is  a  much  brighter  colour  than  the  red 
1  anna,  and  its  paper  is  perfietltf  white. 

The  following,  and  doubtless  accidental,  defects  in  both 
blue  and  red«  go  strongly  to  corroborate  their  being  made 
fh>m  the  same  die ;  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  arches  from 
the  bottom  of  both,  on  the  right-hand  side,  their  bodies 
do  not  touch  each  other,  and  are  the  least  bit  farther 
apart  than  the  others;  also  on  the  right-hand  side,  the 
two  arches  nearest  the  bottom  of  the  stamp  are  imper- 
fect in  boUi,  but  not  so  much  in  the  red  as  in  the  blue. 

I  now  have  given  all  the  information  I  can  concetning 
the  celebrated  red  h  anna,  and  will  now  sign  myself 

A  LOVER  OF  RAKTriES. 


THE  LOMBAEDO-VENETIAN  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Sib, — Tou  courteously  ask  in  a  foot-note  to  some 
remarks  of  mine,  what  I  mean  in  stating  that  eentesitni 
and  eoldi  stamps  were  used  at  Milan.  I  admit  that  the 
whole  paragraph  is  rather  ambiguously^  worded,  but  I  will 
endeavour  to  explain  myself.  I  quite  agree  that  the 
eenteeimi  series  was  common  to  both  governments 
while  in  use,  which,  as  all  catalogues  state  was  up  to  the 
year  1858, 1  take  for  granted  is  the  fact. 

If  I  understand  the  political  consequences  of  the  battles 
of  Solferino  and  Magenta,  the  result  was  the  cession  of 
the  Austrian  Milanese  to  the  kingdom  of  Italy.  This  did 
not,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  take  place  till  1859  or  1860. 
Therefore  I  would  ask,  what  stamps  were  used  at  Milan 
during  1859,  if  not  the  9oldi  series?  The  other  small 
states — Parma,  Modena,  and  Bomagna  (if,  indeed,  this 
may  be  called  a  state), — had  provisional  stamps  during 
that  memorable  year;  but  Milan  was,  I  believe,  still 
dutiful  to  her  Austrian  master,  and  the  scheme  of  a 
♦United  Italy,*  as  Garibaldi  terms  it,  had  then  but 
partially  developed  itself.  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  I  have  seen  a  soldi  stamp  posted  from  Milan,  but  I 
have  not  one  in  my  collection  to  prove  it ;  and  if  it  be  a 
fact  that  the  Austrian  Milanese  was  ceded  to  Victor 
Emmanuel  in  1860,  they  could  only  have  been  in  use  about 
a  year,  and,  therefore,  specimens  so  post-marked  would 
necessarily  be  rare.  You  say  ♦  the  noldo  is  not  current  in 
Milan,'  perhaps  never  was.  But  a  despotic  government 
like  Austria  would  not  regard  Ihat;  and  even  in  England 


how  often  do  we  find  articles  priced  at  a  giiinrtt.  tliough 
that  com  has  long  been  withdrawn  from  eirealatton,  and 
many  who  use  the  word  guinea  hatfe  probably  never  seen 
one.  I  know  not  iS  a  similar  instance  exi*  in  «ny  other 
country  of  the  name  of  an  obsolete  coin  bein^  te  eommon 
use  to  represent  the  value  of  anything.  This,  'ho/^exer^ 
is  not  altogether  a  case  in  point  with  regard  to  the  ioido 
at  Milan ;  still,  as  the  %oldi  stamps  were  used  m  Ttocany, 
and  you  do  not  deny  their  being  used  in  VeaetJa,  I  do  not 
see  tnat  I  have  wandered  far,  if  at  all,  in  thinking  that 
as  Austria  issued  a  uniform  set  of  stamps  for  both  her 
governments  from  1851  to  1858,  so  she  would  continue  to 
do  so  when  the  home  government  adopted  the  head  eeries, 
and  a  new  series  to  correspond,  had  to  be  stnmltaseously 
issued  for  her  Italian  nrovinoes.  If,  however,  I  am 
mistaken,  I  am  quite  willing  to  be  corrected^ 

FBNTONIA. 
Clifton. 

CALIFORNLVN  LOC.iLS. 
Ta  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collectou's  Magazine.' 

Dear  SfR, — It  is  mnch  to  be  desiied  that  more 
detailed  infonnotion  concerning  the  Calilomian  loeaU 
should  be  laid  before  collectors.  I  think  they  might  elass 
higher  than  the  ordinary  locals,  for  many  of  tfaem  aie,  it 
is  my  impresaion,  issned  by  txMupauies  to  aorae  extent 
connected  with  the  United  BXttbee  Paat^oAoe.  But 
sorely  one  of  your  numerous  Sa»  Fnuiciseo  oiaare^ 
sponaents  can  favour  us  with  an  aecurate  aooesuit  of  tho 
history  and  uses  of  these  interesting  stamps. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  you  take  notice  of  the  W^eUs, 
Fargo,  &  Co.  envelopes,  which,  however,  form  but  a  small 
proportion  of  those  not  catalogued,  llaviiig  nurself 
lately  received,  direet  ihna  San  Francisco,  aeycfal'  aa-^ 
described  locals  now  or  formerly  in  use  in  CaliAmna,  I 
take  the  liberty  to  enclose  a  fist'of  them,  trustiug  it  may 
be  of  service  to  some  of  your  readers. 

I.—  Padfie  Stage  and  Exprtse  Company  : — 
a.  Oblong  wood-block  engraving  of  o6ach  drawn  l^ 
three  pair  of  horses.  In  label  above  VACino 
STAGE  &  ExruESS  cx>. ;  below  paid.  Printed  in 
black  on  tiie  left  of  the  old  3  c.  United  States 
envelope  on  white  paper. 
b*  Transverse  oval  border  enclosing  woodblock  en- 
gniving  of  coach  and  two  pair  of  horses;  p.\id 
beneath.      Inscription  in  border  pacific  stage 

&  express  CO.,  SAN  FUANCISCO,  SiCK-VJCKNTO, 
AUnUttX,  OllASM  valley,  NEVADA,  EUREKA,  VIR- 
GINIA. Printed  on  the  left  of  same  envelope,  iu 
black  ink  on  bufl*  paper ;  In  blue  on  white  paper. 
This  Express,  my  Sau  Francisco  corresponaeut 
states,  was  in  operation,  only  six  months,  and  is 
now  extinct. 

The  envelopes  of  the  b.  division  are  much  rarer 
than  those  of  the  a.,  particularly  the  blue  on  white. 
II. —  Wheeler' a  Ezpietfs:  —  A  scroll  inscribed  paid 
wuFJiLER's  EXPRESS  in  two  liues,  printed  in 
black  on  left  of  same  envelope,  on  paper  of  each 
colour 
III.—  iVheeler,  Rutherford,  ^  Cfe.'s  P*tid  Exprese  .*— 
A  scroll  inscribed  WHEELER,  rutheuford,  k,  cu/s 
in  block,  and  paid  express  iu  ruuiau  letters; 
printed  in  black  on  left  uf  same  envelope ;  white 
paper. 
IV. — Orcenhood  ^  Neirbattcr*8  Northern  Exprek* : — 
Lined  oblong  inscribed  in  the  middle  paid,  orckn- 
HOOD  &  NEWBAVBR  in  old  English  ty|H%  and  in 
label  beneath  northern  express;  printed  in 
black  on  left  of  same  envelope ;  butt'  paper. 
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Y. "Bomber  *  (h.*§  £9preu  :Saroli  ioscribed  paid 
BANLiiEii  &  co's  BXFRC88 ;    printed  on  kft  of  same 
onvttlope;  buffp«pen 
VI.~-C%  J^xpreu : —  (adheuv^  stamps). 
«.  Beetui^lo   oompowd   of  plain  outaide  line  and 
waiT<^  inner  one.     In  the  middle  o«  &  h.  paid, 
in  an  wnih  abovo  omr  EXPttsss*   and   in   two 
atiaight  linea  below  423,  washjmgtok  »tsbet» 
B.£.  coj».  8A3I0ONK :  blue  on  white. 
h.  Similar  but  smaller  rectangle;  tbe  figure  5  in  each 
eorner,  o,  4  h.  in  Uie  middle,  city  dbuve&y 
above,  san  FBANCiaoo  below ;  blue  on  white. 
yJL—ZagJ^s  Unow^Skos  JSxprst* ;— X^arge  fancy  oblong 
rectangular  border  enclosing  inscription   zack's 
8Now-«H0B  BXP&Bsa  PAID  ui  three  lines:   black 
on  white.      The   execution   of  this  stamp  (an 
adheaive  I  believe)  is  ver>'  coarse,  and  its  queer 
inscription  must  throw  doubt  on  it.      I  received  it 
without  any  explanation  of  its  use  but  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  it  genuine. 
Of  the  above  named,  II ,  III.,  and  IV.,  I  have  only 
seen  one  each,  and  do  not  think  they  can  be  in  use  now. 
I  have  seen  a  great  many  of  Ho,  Y.,  which  is  mueh 
oommonsr  thaa  the  other  envelopes^  uid  may  still  be 
cnnvnt. 

I  was  rather  surprised  to  find  that  Mount  Brown  does 
not  catalogue  the  lanoton  pionbbr  bxpubss  stamp, 
which  was  MBg  ago  aocnsdited  aa  genuine.  It  is  printed 
00  the  left  of  the  old  3  c.  U.  B.  envelope  stamp  on 
white  and  on  buif  pafwr.  Those  on  white  paper  are  very 
scarce.  Little  care  is  used  in  impressing  tnose  stamps 
wfaiob  are  often  hardly  more  than  mere  blotches.  1  ne 
beautifkil  HUMBouyr  exp&bk8  adhesive  stamp  engraved 
in  the  8tmnp*CoUectoi^ s  Magasme^  vol.  ii.,  p.  169,  b 
donbtleaa  issued  b}*  the  same  orm,  and  is  stiU  amongst 
the  unattainablea. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

OVEKr  TAYUOE. 


THE  STAMPS   OF  THE  PHIUTPINE  ISLANDS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collectob's  Magazine.  ' 

SiB, — As  information  is  so  continually  being  asked  for 
eonccming  the  stamps  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  I  have 
no  doubt  mat  the  list  which  I  have  recently  compiled  for 
my  own  reference  may  possess  some  interest  to  your 
numerous  inquirers  on  this  subject.  The  list  is  founded 
on  the  well-known  paper  on  Luzon,  by  Mr.  Ucrpin,  but  I 
have  amplified  some  points,  and  rendered  clearer  the 
distiDctions  between  many  of  the  approximating  types, 
as  well  as  arranged  the  stamps  into  divisions,  according 
to  their  characteristic  points  of  resemblance.  In  1855 
the  well-known  stamps  with  the  water-mark  of  double 
loops  were  introduced  into  the  Spanish  Indies,  and  in 
I8d6  they  extended  to  Luzon,  and  were  used  there 
tin  addition  to  existing  issues)  until  the  end  of  1863. 
This  applies  to  i,  1,  and  2  reales  of  the  issue  known  as 
1855  Cuban. 
L  1854. — Diademed  head  of  Isabella  II.  to  the  right  in 

beaded  double  oval ;  spaudrils,  horizontal  lines. 

Up.  col.  imp. 

(1)  coRBEoa  1854  Y  55  below,  franco  and  value  at 
top. 

1  rl.  fte.,  deep  indigo,  pale  purple. 

2  rls.  ftes.,  green  (varying). 

var.  1  rL  lettered  cx>KR08  instead  of  correos. 

(2)  C0IULE08  1854  Y  55  above,  fkancu  and  value 
below. 

5  cuartos,  orange  red ;  10  cuartos,  deep  carmine, 
pule  rose. 


{  Enrnved  on  copper-plate,  plate  of  forty  stamps, 
eight  rows  of  five,  each  separately  engraved. 
The  var.  1  rl.  occurs  once  on  the  plate,  10 
cuartos  are  rarer  than  5  cuartos,  and  the  pale 
rose  is  the  rarest 

II.  1854. — Diademed  head,  at  above,  in  dotted  double 

ciivle,  crown  has  crosses.    Up.  coL  imp. 
ooKUEos  1854  Y  55  above,  franco  with  yalue 
below. 

6  cuartos,  red;  (10  ooartoe,  lilao,  query  if 
existing). 
§  Lithographed  in  fours,  differing  slightly  from 
each  other.  This  is,  perhaps,  the  *  pUin-oirole ' 
stamp  mentioned  by  some.  It  is  one  of  tho 
rarest  Luzons. 

III.  — Lainneated  head  in  pearled  circle  to  the  right, 
anterior  part  of  bust  cut  square,  spaudrils  scaly, 
C0RUR08  iNTBRioE  above,  FRANCO  with  value 
below.  Up.  ool.  imp.  Back  of  neck  square, 
hair  with  two  distinct  lappets. 

(1)  1859. — Hair  neither  touching  the  wreath  or 
parting  of  the  hair;  no  dot  after  corrbos.  Cor- 
reos in  smaller  capitals  than  the  value. 

5  cuartos,  orange  red,  vermilion. 
10  cuartos,  rosy  pink. 
§  Stamps  engmvea  in  batches  of  four,  and  electro- 
typed  to  make  a  sheet.     The  10  cuartos  Was 
used  UDtil  1864. 

(2)  1861.— Hair  touching  the  wreath  and  parting; 
a  large  dot  after  oorreos,  and  lettering  larger. 

5  cuartos,  vermilion. 
}  Stamps  engraved  all  alike. 

IV.  General  design  as  above,  but  head  different,  let- 
tering and  scales  smaller,  engraving  better.  Back 
of  neck  curved,  hair  with  one  lappet.  Up.  ool. 
imp. 

(1)  Jan.  1863. — One  dot  after  coRHBoa,  and  two 
after  value. 

5  cuartos,  creamy  vermilion. 
}  This  is  the  commonest   Luzon,    and    is   that 
usually  sold  with  the  10  cuartos  above  as  a  pair. 
Stamps  engraved  all  alike. 

(2)  1864. — As  I,  but  scales  smaller,  and  pearls  in 
circle  much  closer.  Two  dots  after  coureos, 
and  one  after  value. 

5  cuartos,  vermilion ;  10  cuartos,  carmine ; 

1  real,  dark  violet:  2  reales,  blue. 
}  Stamps  engraved  all  alike, 
var.  (but   doubtful),    lips   of   queen    thicker,  neck 

thinner,  and  top  of  wreath  close  to  pearled  circle. 

5  cuartos,  vermilion. 
}  The  10  cuartos,  1  and  2  reales,  though  engraved, 

do  not  seem  to  have  been  sent  out  to  Luzon. 

V.  Design  as  1860  Spain,  but  a  coarse  lithograph, 
and  different  in  detail  and  size.    Up.  ool.  imp. 

(1)  1863.—  1  real  plata  f.,  blue  green. 

(2)  Jan.  1864.— As  above,  but  wider. 
I  real  plata  f.,  pale  green. 

VI.  1865.— Design  as  1864  Spain,  but  not  dated.  Up.  coL 

imp. 

3»  8  cent.,  Po-  F*-  black  on  buff. 
6^/8    „  „        green  on  lilac. 

12Vs    „  ))        blue  on  flesh. 

25        „  „        vermilion  on  flesh. 

{  Engraved  in   1864  early,  but  not  used  in  the 
Islands  until  this  year.    3 '/«  cent.  P"-  F«-  means 
three  and  an  eignt-hundredth  of  a  peso  fiierte 
or  peso  sterling  (an  opposed  to  currency). 
Yours  faitnfuUy, 
Edgbmton.  EDWARD  L.  PEMBERTON. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Spatcheroon. — ^The  6  pf.  1858  issue  of  Prussia  has  no 
water-mark;  the  earlier  has  a  crown,  and  is  altogether 
darker  looking. — We  have  repeatedly  stated  our  opinion 
as  to  the  admissibility  of  the  Austrian  and  Venetian 
complementaries. — ^The  impressions  on  the  Wih*temberg 
accredited  envelopes  are  all  of  the  same  size. — Lallier's 
album  has  room  tor  many  non-existents. — It  is  a  mathe- 
matical axiom  that  tbe  greater  includes  the  less; 
consequently  the  dissolution  of  the  Confederation  at  the 
end  of  the  war  must  necessarily  nullify  its  postage 
stamps. 

J.  H.  R.,  Scarborough. — The  modification  in  our  ovm 
fourpenny  stamp  is  noticed  in  the  articles  on  novelties. 
This  correspondent  states  his  possession  of  an  American 
local  like  the  one  described  in  our  July  number,  with  the 
oblong  printed  in  black ;  and  that  a  Mend  has  another 
in  red. 

J.  M.  H.,  Boston,  Massachusetts. — Thanks  for  your 
figure  and  description  of  a  United  States  local,  of  wldch 
we  avail  ourselves  in  our  paper  noticing  new  stamps. 

M.  ^  M.,  Brighton. — ^You  wilfefind  the  Buenos  Ayres 
impressions,  respecting  which  you  desire  information, 
fully  described  in  the  October  anti  figured  in  the  Decem- 
ber numbers  of  last  yearns  volume  of  our  magazine. 
They  are  again  alluded  to  in  the  article  on  the  stamps  of 
that  country  in  the  January  number  of  the  present  year. 
— Gaucho  is  equivalent  to  cavalier  or  horseman. 

Tratblleb. — We  never  heard  of  any  stamps  whose 
value  was  marked  both  in  oboli  and  pence.  The  only  im- 
pression we  can  call  to  mind  with  two  currencies  are  the 
ante-penultimate  Swiss  and  some  of  the  Canadas. — Tour 
information  respecting  the  French  stamp,  for  which  we 
thank  you,  is  embodied  elsewhere. — We  have  ourselves 
seen  the  Italian  revenue  labels  you  describe,  but  it  does 
not  at  present  Ue  in  our  province  to  chronicle  stamps 
dtcitUdly  non-postaL — We  note  also  your  remark  on  the 
Italian  20  c. — You  will  find  the  Cames  noticed  in  our 
August  number.  We  think  you  are  mistaken  in  dubbing 
the  represented  animal  a  rhinoceros. — It  would  be  well  if 
collectors  would  make  notes,  like  yourself,  of  the  various 
postmarks  of  countries;  in  process  of  time  the  result 
might  form  a  series  of  interesting  papers. 

CoRREOS,  Liverpool. — We  shoula  imagine  the  Spanish 
official  stamps  are  procurable  at  the  post-offices.  Wo 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining  their  monetary  value. — 
There  is  no  black  line  on  our  19  cuartos,  Spain  I860. 

Incognito,  Macclesfield.-— The  current  I J  of  Schlcswig 
Holstein,  supersedes  those  of  Sohleswig  and  of  Holstein. 

NoviCB,  York. — We  have  been  informed  that  the  in- 
scriptions on  the  3,  6,  and  9  kr.  envelopes  of  Wiirtemberg, 
and,  consequently  the  stamps,  are  intended  in  future  to 
be  impressed  on  the  left  like  tne  new  1  kr. 

Mabtin,  Eton. — Our  correspondent  in  Corrientes  gave 
us  to  understand  that  the  stamps  peculiar  to  that  place 
are  now  disused,  the  Ai^gentines  superseding  them. 

Miss  G.,  £xmouth. — llie  inscription  on  the  set  of 
yellow  Badens,  means,  Inland  Postage  Carriage  Mark. 

Corrector. — This  correspondent  favours  us  with  the 
information  that  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  stamp,  desoribcd 
in  our  number  in  the  article  on  novelties,  is  for  receipts. 

N.  R.  T.,  St.  Neots. — We  write  this  in  Dresden,  yet 
cannot  find  a  native  able  to  throw  light  upon  the  inscnp- 
tion  printed  on  your  Austrian  newspaper  stamp. 

Julian. — There  never  was  a  dentated  adhesive  Frank- 
fort newspaper  stamp. 

Rupert. — Your  20  cent  current  French  certainly  looks 
as  if  stamped  from  a  new  plate.  When  we  get  to  Paris 
we  can  inquire  as  to  such  fact. 


Timbrolooist,  Clifton.—  It  is  not  surprising  the  spiral 
ornaments  on  each  side  the  old  Belgians  nave  never  Wn 
noticed,  those  stamps  being  almost  always  so  wretchedly 
disfig^urod  by  the  cancelling  marks. 

Student. — Like  yourself,  we  never  remember  sedng 
any  Bavarians  unthreaded. — ^We  replied  to  our  corrre- 
pondenfs  question  simply  as  a  question. — ^We  do  not 
understand  Danish. 

XL.,  Winchester.— The  first  series  of  St.  Lucias  con- 
sists of  a  red,  a  blue,  and  a  green  stamp.  The  second  is 
easily  distinguishable  on  actual  comparison  \  not  only  from 
diflTerenoe  in  tint,  which  is  respectively  lighter  in  each 
colour,  but  from  the  impression  having  been  evidently 
struck  by  a  different  die.  The  engraving  in  general,  and 
the  lettering  partieulariy,  are  more  distinct.  The  current 
series  appear  from  the  same  die;  but  the  colours  are 
totally  oistinct.  Neither  of  the  former  hues  appear,  and 
there  is  an  additional  individual,  value  one  shilling. 
Instead  of  red,  blue,  and  green,  the  present  emission  is 
black,  yellow,  violet,  and  orange. 

E.MMA,  London. — It  is  no  mar^'el  that  we  are  ignorant 
of  many  timbrophilic  facts  relative  to  exotics,  vnien  we 
are  almost  in  the  dark  as  to  the  history  of  onr  own  V.  R. 
impression.  Perhaps  some  postal  or  other  official  will 
kiiidlv  enlighten  us  on  its  rise,  progress,  and  decay. 

J.  ft.  N.,  Reading. — We  have  the  authority  of  the 
South  American  corre^ndent  of  Mom.  Maeos  on  \h& 
identity  of  the  portrait  on  the  existing  Ai^entines  as 
that  of'^  Rivadavia.  What  may  yours  be  for  the  state- 
ment that  it  represents  the  present  presidcsnt.  General 
Mitre? 

Norman  Jambs. — Our  publishers  are  allowed  to  iwe 
their  ring-encircled  stamps.  On  favouring  them  with  an 
order  for  specimens  selected  or  on  approval,  yon  will 
i-eocive  one  acoordiug  to  the  wei^tof  the  packeC 

B.  H. — Your  Wurtemberg  envelope  has  received 
colour  from  the  impression  underneath;  the  one  described 
in  July,  like  some  of  the  higher  values  we  poosess  our- 
selves, is  colourless. 

E.SSAYI8T.— Your  Banish  Mercury  is  a  miserably  exe- 
cuted imitation  of  the  veritable  emission. 

Azure. — Your  remarks  on  the  Barbadoes  blue  paper 
impressions  tally  with  those  of  Mr.  Pearson  Hill  to  Uie 
efl^ect  of  the  non-issue  of  such  varieties.  The  paper  may 
have  been  porous,  and  the  colour  consequently  affected  the 
white  ground. 

Preussen. — Your  1850  Prussian  seems  merely  an  old 
and  very  faded  impression. 

Uncertain,  Nottingham. — One  of  your  stamps  is  cut 
from  the  often -described  Ocean  postage  envelopes, — a 
species  of  advertisement.  The  other  is  a  Berlin  govern- 
ment stamp,  not  strictly  postal. 

Isaac. — We  have  seen  the  work  to  which  you  refer, 
viz. : — How  to  Detect  Forged  Stamps^  by  Thomas 
Dalston  Tcopies  of  which  may  be  procured  of  the  pub- 
lishers of  tnis  Magazine).  A  review  of  it  is  in  type,  and 
will  appear  in  our  next. 

Sultan,  Shircharapton. — An  importer  of  the  Turkish 
stamps  assures  us  that  the  uni-coloured  series  is  iutoided 
for  newspapers,  and  that  there  is  also  a  third  series  ex- 
clusively designed  for  receipts,  &c. 

Notice. — OA^-ing  to  pressure  of  matter,  we  are  obliged 
to  pc«tp(»ne  the  replies  to  several  of  our  corm^odeuts' 
queries  until  the  October  number. 

An  article  on  Mauritius  is  in  preparation,  and  any  of  our 
friends  who  possess,  or  know  of  the  violet  Britannia 
hand  stamped,  with  value,  \*ill  gn»atlv  oblige  by 
forwarding  the  stamp  or  the  name  and  address  of  the 
possessor  to  us. 
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THE  QUEEN'S  HEAD. 
It  is  the  fate  of  royalty  to  be  caricatared. 
A  liniidred  wretclied  [MirtraitH  of  kings,  and 
queens,  bud  princea,  exliibitDd  iu  tlie  win- 
dowB  of  petty  news.&geiits  and  aecond-band 
book- Bhop.f,  evidence  the  truth  of  our  remnrk. 
So  one  bos  sufft:rtid  more  at  the  hands  of 
draughtsmen  than  Queen  Victoria,  though, 
in  her  case  it  is  but  fair  to  say  tliat,  on  the 
other  hand,  no  greftt  personage  hus  been 
more  indebted  to  them.  Jn  many  of  the 
sketohy  portraits  of  tlio  dny  the  tiueen  is 
still  represented  in  the  prime  of  youthful 
beauty,  and  on  the  majority  of  pi>stiige 
Hianips  bearing  her  majesty's  heajl,  the 
likeness,  where  there  is  any,  is  a  flattering  one. 
The  home  star.-.ps  have,  for  tho  last  qanrler 
of  a  century,  given  precisely  the  same  ropre- 
seutatioD  of  the  queen's  features :  on  tlu-m 
she  still  appears  untouched  by  the  hand  of 
time,  smiling  good-humou redly.  The  same 
poitrait  was  ti-ansferi'ed  to  the  intended  Hd. 
essay,  but  for  the  higher  valoes  a  new  draw- 
ing, and  a  new  style  of  stamp  altogether, 
were  thought  neceBRary.  The  resemblance  on 
these  in  very  sliglit,  there  is  an  over-young, 
almost  childish,  expression  in  the  features, 
differing  in  thin  respect  very  much  from  the 
embiigsed  stamps,  the  heada  on  which  are 
perhaps  the  most  like  of  auy.  The  full  chin 
and  alightly-pmjecting  under  lip,  mark  the 
accuracy  of  the  pDrtniita. 

The  style  of  the  liome  stamps  has  much 
influenced  that  of  the  colonial  laliola, — parti- 
cularly ia  the  position,  of  the  face.  Out  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty-six  colonial  'queen's 
beads,'  one  hundred  and  htity-two  are  turned 
to  the  left.  Jint  among  ao  many  stamps 
there  are  several  dlHerent  portraits,  though 
Uiit  HO  many  as  might 
Imve  been  expected, 
'fhe  twenty-six  colonies 
whose  stamps  bear  a  re- 
presentation of  her 
majesty,  employ  only 
three  or  four  firms  iu 
England,  and  one  in 
America,  to  manufacture 
their  supplies.  De  la  Rne  &  Co.,  we  believe, 
j.rint  off  the  greater  number.  The  Hong 
Kong    were    executed    by    them,    and    to 


judge  fi-om  the  close  re.senit>lnnce  which 
those  of  Malta,  Sierra  Leone,  British 
Ooinmbia,  the  current  Mauritins,  and  penny 
and  twopenny  New  South  Wales  bear  to  the 
Hong  Kong,  they  also  emanate  from  the 
same  firm.  To  thin  list  wo  miy  add  the  ^d. 
Ceylon,  though  the  diadem  on  this  stamp  is 
peculiar,  being  formed  of  ttuwera  in  a  border; 
and  the  B  pies  India,  which  also  has  a 
peculiar  crown.  The  Maltese  stamji,  which 
weengrave,  willahuwtbe  peculiarities  of  this 
tvpe, — the  slightly  aquiline  nose,  and  gene- 
ral dignified  ap^icai-ance.  All  the  stamps 
named  in  one  aentence  above  have  also  one 
kind  of  diadem. 

The   South    Austi'alian   stamps  are  of  a 
totally  different  clftss,  not  to  be  compared 
with   that  abiTc  refei-reil   h\      The  Uunt. 
>     homely  features  present 
r     flverj'slight  resemblance, 
i     and  the  entire  execution 
*     is  inferior.     To  this  type 
belong  the  Ionian  stamps 
(     Hiid   the  octagonal  Cey- 
I      ions,  and,  in  a  mcdified 
degree,    the   large    rect- 
angular 5d.,  6d.,  8d.,  and 
Is.  New    South    Wales.       There    ih,    how- 
ever,   one    exception    amongst    the     South 
Australian   stamps,    to  which  we  shall  im- 
mediately refer. 

Some  of  the  handsomest  portraits  of  the 
queen  are  to  be  found  amongt^t  the  West 
Indian  stamps.  The  Antigua,  St.  Lucia, 
and  St.  Vincent,  thougli 
differing  in  general  de- 
sign, have  nil  the  same 
style  of  head.  The  en- 
graving is  remarkably 
delicate,  and  the  effect  is 
heightened  by  theshading 
at  the  back,  which  brings 
out  the  portrait  iu  semi- 
relief.  This  style  of  portrait  is  peculiar  to 
the  islands  above  named,  and  to  the  Dd. 
South  Australia.  In  the  latter,  however,  the 
sotnbre  colour  rather  injures  the  appearance 
of  the  stamp. 

The  rectimgular  Cingalese  and  the  St. 
Helena  stamps  are  evidcnttv  both  by  the  same 
hand ;  the  engraving  ia  excellent,  but  the 
likeness  is  not  percej)tible.     The  somewhat 
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frigid  look  with  which  tlie  portrBit  is  en- 
dowed, is  quite  difierent  from  the  oalm, 
dignified  aspect  of  the  qnem,  ftad  the  long 
pendftnt  carls  have  not  their  counterpart  in 
the  reality,  or  in  any  other  Btampn.  The 
portraits  on  the  envoi opas  of  Ceylou, 
MauritiuB,  and  India  are  alike,  and  all 
equally  benntifiil. 

The  old  Indian  beads  have  all  the 
roughness  and  indistinctneai  pecnliar  to 
first  and  native  issues.  The  current  heads 
are  of  a  qaite  pecnliar  style — straight-noGed 
and  insipid. 

The  type  of  which  the  Grenada  may  be 
taken  as  the  representative  is  shared  by  the 
Nata),  Bahamas  (except 
tlie  la.),  Queensland,  and 
Taamsniii.  In  all  these 
stamps  the  portrait  is 
the  same  tbongh  its  sar- 
roundings  may  differ 
considerably  in  each. 
Tlie  New  Zealand  and 
the  Id.  Nova  Bcotia  also 
bear  a  very  similar  effigy. 

The  Canadian  and  New  Bmnswick  full- 
face  portraits  resemble  each  atber,  bntcannot 
be  put  in  comparison  with  tbe  otlen-eulogiaed 
Nova  Sootian  heada,  which  are  remarkable 
equally  for  their  beanty  and  for  their  cor- 
rectness. 

Tbe  Jamaica  stamps  and  the  New  Victo- 
rian  are  the  only  current  osc«  which  bear 
laureatwl  hcada.  The  former  are  particn- 
larly  tasteful. 

The  quaintest  portraits  are,  undoubtedly, 
those  on  the  native  Mauritius — reminding 
us  of  nothing  so  much  as  a  milliner's  doll ; 
following  these  come  the  -^s.  New  South  Wales 
and  the  ancient  Van  Diemen's  Land  emission. 
The  latter  arc  the  only  stamps  which  bear 
the  queen's  head  to  the  right. 

The  Victorian  stamps  poesess  amongst 
them  aoren  difforont  portraits,  nnd  the  heads 
on  all  the  Isureated  New  South  Wales  differ 
from  e»cb  other.  The  Id.,  2d.,  and  3d.  of 
tbe  diademed  BerieB  resemble  the  English  Id, 
and  2d.  most  nearly  of  any  of  the  colonials. 

Tlie  total  number  of  stamp- port  raits  of 
tbe  queen  is  two  hundred  and  eight;  or 
ratlier,  including  those  noticed  in  our 
'  Newly    Issued '    article,  two  hundred  and 
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thirteen,  of  which  number  twenty-two  belcmg 
to  this  country.  Though  not  wanting  in 
loyalty,  we  wiah  the  number  were  leas ;  and 
should  be  glad  to  see  the  colonies  generally 
following  tbe  examples  of  Neris,  Britiah 
Guiana,  and  Western  Aostraliik  in  the 
adoption  of  some  peculiar  and  diatingaishing 
device  instead  of  the  monotonous  '  qaeen's 
head,'  signit>catt%'e  only  of  what  aU  the 
world  is  aware  of, — namely,  tJiat  'the  qneen 
is  the  ruler  of  the  British  colonies. 


THE  STAMPS  OF  VICTORIA. 
Iir  attempting  to  form  a  list  of  Uie  stwthps 
iauued  by  this  enterprising  and  thmiug 
colony,  we  feel  sure  that  wb  abal!  respond  to 
a  wish,  more  or  less  developed  on  tiie  part 
of  every  amateur,  who  has  devoted  any, 
even  the  briefest,  attention  to  the  nnmeroos 
and  perplexingquestions  which  areiovotved; 
and  which  to  our  mind  are  more  formidable 
than  those  the  stamps  of  New  South  Wales 
so  freely  offered  f-o  any  thing  like  an  accu- 
rat«  analysis  or  classltieation. 

Premising  that  in  oar  Bubjfwned  catalogue 
and  the  remarks  \*hiob  accompany,  ^vc  have 
selected  the  most  reliable  autlioritied  at 
command,  and  in  no  case  admitted  any 
stamp  in  our  pnges  the  existence  and  do- 
acription  of  wliicb  have  not  been  verified  by 
pei-Bonnl  observation  and  experience,  we 
therefore  ffeel  the  less  hesitation  in  submit- 
ting the  following  !ine.i  to  the  philatelic 
community ;  our  errors  onght  to  be  those 
solely  of  omission,  and  wtiile  it  would  be 
chimerical  to  hope  to  attain  perfection,  yet, 
we  have  done  our  best  to  guard  against 
inaccuracy  and  to  ensure  completeneBs. 

FlltST   ISSUE. 

J8-j2.     Queen  Victoria  seated  on  a  throne 
placed  under  an  arcli ;    below,  two   I'ENci;, 
Coloured  impression,  large  upright  rectangle. 
2d.         brown. 

browu-vioLct,   verging  at 
times  on  purple-brown. 

Various  shades  of  brown,  ranging  from 
pure  cinuamun-brown  through  shades  of 
purple  to  mauve  may  be  found;  but  the 
abave  three  ccHnprohend  ali  we  can  distinctly 
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classify  witbonfc  over  maltiplylDg   our  list 
in  tlw  matter  of  coIdots.  ^ 

This  type  is  cert^ainly  the  earliest  postage 
stamp  introduced  into  the  colony,  and  it 
was  designed  ibr  the  local  use  of  the  town 
of  Melbourne.  In  assigning  18^2  as  the 
date  of  ennssion^  we  do  so  with  spme 
reserration ;  for  we  are  by  no  means  sure 
that  it  was  before  the  oommencement  of 
the  year  1853  that  this  sftamp  £rst  made 
its  appearance. 

These  stamps  are  lithographed ;  and  the 
designing,  engraving,  and  printing  are  all 
the  work  of  the  colony. 

Moont  Brown  in  bis  last  edition  (5th,  p.p. 
92,  dS)  has  divided  the  stamps  of  this  is$ue 
into  'wood-block'  and  'die-printed:'  al- 
thov^h  to  an  ordinary  lUiind  it  seems  difficult 
to  understand  a  '  wood  block '  that  is  not  a 
*  die,'  yety  it  is  probable  the  author  intended 
to  draw  a  distinction  between  a  wood^ 
engraved  die^  and  <me  on  mptal,  as  copper 
or  ste^l.  Whatever  be  the  meaniug  of  the 
writer  he  is  quite  inaccurate  m  his  asbumed 
distinction.  The  whole  of  this  issue  is 
printed  by  litho^aphy,  and  neither  'wood 
block '  nor  any  other  '  die '  was  used. 

In  examining  any  number  of  these  stamps^ 
one  is  struck  with  the  great  difierences  and 
discrepancies  between  the  specimens^  espe- 
ciidly  in  the  tDinutise  and  style  of  the 
engraving:  some  appearing  to  be  most 
carefully  executed,  every  line  being  as  dis^ 
tinct  and  visible  as  in  the  most  scrupulous 
copper  plate ;  others  of  exceeding  roughness, 
b^u"ing  evident  marks  of  hasty  execution 
and  worn  plates:  perhaps  to  this  circum^ 
stance  the  error  above  alluded  to  owes  its 
origin,  the  better  copies  being  classified  as 
'die-printed.'  The  original  design  was  no 
doubt  first  engraved,  and  then  transferred 
to  the  lithographic  stones.  Probably  there 
were  twelve  specimens  in  one  row  alongside 
each  other  engraved  iu  the  commencement, 
and  being  all  done  by  hand,  they  present 
various  smaller  or  greater  differences  among 
themselves,  just  as  in  the  views  of  Sydney, 
the  Corrientes,  the  old  Luzons,  and  the  New 
Caledonias  similar  differences  are  observable. 
We  believe  that  the  row  of  twelve  thus 
transferred,  was  repeated  ten  times,  each 
below  the  other  on   the  same   stone,   only 


varying  the  letters  in  the  right-hand  lower 
angles  in  the  manner  ex:plained  below.  Tho 
entire  sheet  would  thus  comprise  ten  rows 
of  twelve  stamps  in  each,  and  be  of  the  total 
value  of  one  pound  sterling. 

Following  tl^  example  of  our  English 
stamps  current  at  that  time,  a  letter  of  tho 
alphabet  was  placed  in  each  lower  angle  of 
the  staAip,  and  these  varied,  according  to 
the  Ekiglish  plan,  on  each  stamp. 

Tracking  the  course  of  the  letters  in 
parallel  lines  down  the  sheet,  at  the  left  hand 
we  find  they  begin  at  the  top  with,  say  Jl 
(for  example);  at  the  left  hand,  every  stamp 
doivrnwards  in  the  row  underneath  the  first 
bears  that  same  letter  in  its  corresponding 
comer;  the  second  row,  reckoning  down- 
wards, bears  b  in  a  similar  manner;  the 
third  row  o,  aaid  so  on. 

The  right-hand  lower  angle  is  filled  by  a 
letter  chosen  arbitrarily  at  first,  for  tho  top 
left-hand  stamp;  follow  down  the  row  im- 
mediately beneath,  and  one  finds,  that, 
whatever  the  initial  letter  chosen  to  start 
with,  the  other  letters  of  the  alphabet  follow 
in  order ;  thus,  if  P  were  taken,  and  a — P 
were  the  lettering  on  the  top  left-hand 
stamp,  the  stamp  immediately  underneath  it 
would  be  A— Q;  the  first  of  the  third  row 
A — 'fi,  and  so  on.  Similarly  the  series  extends 
itself  laterally  along  the  top  row,  the  letter- 
ing would  iti  the  case  put,  run  A— p,  b--^q, 
c — ^R,  &0.  The  following  perhaps  uHMre 
clearly  shows  the  plan  adopted. 


1st  row 

A — P 

B— Q 

C — ^R 

&C, 

2nd    „ 

A— Q 

B— R 

0—8 

&0. 

3rd    „ 

A— R 

B— 8 

C— T 

Ac. 

4th     „ 

A— 8 

B — T 

C— U 

&c. 

5th     ., 

A-^T 

B— U 

C — ^v 

Ac. 

Great  differences  may  be  noticed  in  the 
size  of  the  lettering  of  the  words  two  pence, 
and  tho  small  groups  of  foliage  and  flowers 
in  the  spandrils  of  the  arches  vary  much  in 
these  stamps,  as  does  also  the  height  of  the 
steps  of  the  throne :  some  compilers  of  cata- 
logues have  given  this  latter  variation  as  in 
itself  constituting  a  separate  variety,  where- 
as it  is  only  a  salient  feature  by  which  a 
variety  is  distinguished.  The  impressions 
from  these  plates^  in  their  early  state,  and 
before  they  became  worn,  are  usually  very 
good  and  creditable  to  the  printers.     The 
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paper  used  varies  ^^atly,  some,  espeoially 
the  brown,  are  found  on  a  paper  of  con- 
siderable thickness  and  a  spongy  texture, 
with  a  somewhat  yellowish  tone;  others, 
the  brown-violet  more  particularly,  are  on  a 
much  thinner  paper  of  the  same  hue.  This 
coloured  impression  is  also  found  on  a  thin 
paper,  with  a  decided  blue  tone.  These  last 
are  far  from  common :  their  existence  is 
easily  accounted  for,  from  the  same  cause  as 
the  views  of  Sydney  on  blue  toned  paper, 
viz.,  the  difficulty  of  keeping  to  one  recog- 
nised standard  in  the  first  attempts  of  a 
colony,  at  so  delicate  a  matter  as  postage 
stamps. 

The  variations  in  these  stamps  seem  to 
have  provoked  a  great  desire  to  make  sepa- 
rate varieties.  Mount  Bi»own,  at  the  page 
before  quoted,  makes  a  double  set  by  giving 
the  upper  part  of  the  throne  on  v^vte  ftrowid 
as  a  distinct  kind.  Lallier  out-Herods 
Mount  Brown,  and  states  *  dull-claret,  brown- 
grey,  and  brown '  as  the  colours,  adding  *  in 
this  last  the  background  behind  the  throne 
is  shaded,  in  the  two  foi'mer  it  is  white.* 
This  last  statement  is  absolutely  and  simply 
untrue.  The  so-called  dull-claret  and  brown- 
grey,  and  indeed  every  colour  and  shade  of 
these  stamps  exist  with  the  background 
more  or  less  completely  shaded.  In  point  of 
fact  as  engraved,  the  shading  at  the  upper 
part  is  lighter  than  that  below  where  a 
shadow  is  cast,  and  in  imperfectly-printed 
copied,  and  those  taken  from  worn  plates, 
the  upper  part  in  some  is  quite  untouched 
by  colour,  in  others  partially  so.  Some 
specimens  show  patchy  marks  of  the  original 
shading,  and  all  discover  some  trace ;  even 
where  the  paper  is  least  touched,  the  edge 
where  the  shading  breaks  off  plainly  reveals 
that  the  plate  was  engraved  to  show  a  shaded 
background  extending  all  round  the  throne. 

The  throne  itself  is  worthy  of  notice ;  it 
appears  to  be  a  representation  of  the  chair 
used  in  Westminster  Abbey  at  the  corona- 
tion of  our  sovereigns,  and  known  as 
Edward  the  Confessor's  chair. 

SKCOND   ISSUE. 

Half-length  portrait  of  Queen  Victoria, 
with  orb  and  sceptre;  value  in  words  be- 
neath ;  coloured  impression ;  rectangular ; 
lithographed. 


ONB  PBNBY,         rose. 

carmine-rose  (deeper  tint 
than  the  preceding). 

vermilion. 

red. 

brick-red. 

brown-red. 
TWO  PENCE,         pale  blue-gfP^. 

ash-grey. 

lilac-grey. 

light-purple. 

light-brown. 

yellow-brown. 

grey-brown. 

TQRBB  PENCE,       bght-blue. 

deep-blue, 
deep-blue,  perforated. 

These  stamps  all  bear  at  their  lower  angles 
two  letters ;  but,  unlike  the  precedent  type, 
these  letters  are  constant  in  each  value  and 
do  not  change. 

In  the  penny  the  letters  are  e — w. 
In  the  twopenny  they  are  T — H. 
While  the  threepenny  shows     K —  ? 

The  second  letter  in  the  threepenny  is 
illegible,  and  after  minute  examination  of 
some  hundreds  we  believe  that  it  was  com- 
menced as  a  K;  the  second  stroke  downwards 
having  been  blurred  in  the  engraving,  and 
to  conceal  the  defect  a  few  lines  were  added 
to  fill  up  the  space,  which  utterly  prevented 
clear  deciphering.  Why  these  various  values 
each  adhere  to  one  set  of  letters  is  impos- 
sible to  say;  if  conjecture  is  not  out  of  place, 
might  it  be  the  initials  of  the  engraver  ?  or 
a  mere  accidental  persistence  in  a  design 
once  adapted  ? 

These  stamps  are  all  lithographed,  and 
show  small  differences  between  each  other. 
The  background  of  the  penny  series  is 
formed  of  lines  making  a  watered  pattern 
Uke  that  on  a  lady's  'inoire  antique  dress. 

It  is  said  that  examples  of  the  penny, 
perforated  by  the  roulette,  exist;  it  may  be 
so,  but  the  fact  remains,  and  is  acknowledged 
by  the  possessor  of  the  instance  in  question, 
that  no  copy  of  dither  of  the  otJuer  values  is 
known  bearing  a  like  perforation. 

Lately  we  examined  nearly  five  kundi^ 
stamps  of  this  series,  with  Hiis  very  purpose, 
and  could  discover  no  trace  of  ihe  roalette 
in  any  value,   while   the  possibility   of  its 
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application  at  any  period  to  a  stamp,  pre- 
cludes the  idea  of  its  official  use  at  the  time 
of  issne.  For,  suppose  it  to  be  used  for  the 
penny,  why  not  for  the  two  others,  especially 
the  threepenny,  which  continued  in  general 
use  far  later  than  its  companions,  and  which 
we  only  know  as  perforated  by  machine  in 
the  ordinary  way. 

It  seems  pretty  evident  that  the  perfo- 
rating machine  must  have  been  applied  to 
the  threepence  after  the  roulette  had  been 
used,  if  at  all,  for  the  penny :  why  was  not 
the  roulette  applied  to  both?  The  same 
necessity  for  its  use  existed  in  the  one  case 
as  in  the  other.  Until  some  official  infor- 
mation be  obtained,  we  shall  avow  ourselves 
unconvinced  by  the  mere  production  of  any 
specimen  which  bears  the  marks  of  the 
roulette. 

We  fear  we  have  given  almost  too  long  a 
list  of  shades  of  colours  of  the  twopenny, 
but  it  is  found  in  every  conceivable  hue 
ranging  between  the  colours  we  have  indi- 
cated, and  in  its  perfect  unused  condition  is 
not  very  commonly  met  with.  The  back- 
ground is  fbrmed  of  bands  of  parallel 
undulating  lines  inter-crossing  at  various 
angles. 

The  only  remarks  we  need  make  as  to  the 
threepenny  are,  that  examples  perforated  by 
machine  are  frequently  to  be  found,  and 
that  the  background  is  composed  in  the 
same  manner  as  that  of  the  twopenny,  but 
of  another  interlacing  pattern.  Copies  of 
all  stamps  of  this  series  struck  with  super- 
abundance of  colour  are  often  to  be  found, 
and  are  sometimes  incautiously  classed  as 
varieties.  The  series  was  engraved  and 
printed  in  the  colony. 

{To  be  conclftded  in  onr  next.) 


SKETCHES  OF  THE  LESS-KNOWN 
STAMP  COUNTRIES. 

BY  DR.  C.  W.  VINER,  A.M. 
DUTCH  INDIES. 

Tb8BE  seems  some  shadow  of  reason  for 
bestowing  the  appellation  of  Luzon  stamps 
upon  those  common  to  the  Philippines  in 
general,  and  M.  Moens,  in  his  paper  on 
them  in  the  July  number  of  the  Timbi-e 
Posie^  rightly  objects  to  such  unnecessary 


comprehensiveness.  Luzon  is  palpably  the 
largest  of  the  group  represented ;  but  why 
the  current  Dutch  Indian  label  should  be 
usually  and  arbitrarily  designated  the  Java 
stamp,  in  his  Haymarket  lordship's  words, 
*  no  fella  can  make  out.' 

We  confess  to  being  quite  in  the  dark 
about  the  extent  or  limit  of  circulation 
allowed  to  the  solitary  emission  of  the 
colonies  of  Holland.  The  low  value,  two- 
pence only  of  our  money,  would  seem  to 
negative  the  idea  o£  its  franking  letters 
home  to  the  mother  country ;  the  conclusion 
might,  therefore,  be  plausibly  accepted  of  its 
being  an  interinsular  stamp;  but  it  is  de- 
cidedly not  confined  to  the  ezelusive  use  of 
the  island  whose  name  it  has  usurped, 
because  we  have  recently  received  intima- 
tion of  its  doing  duty  in  the  Dutch  West 
Indian  island,  St.  Eustatius. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  our  immediate  province 
is  to  follow  up  the  heading  of  our  article  by 
a  slight  notice  of  the  possessions  of  the 
Netherlands  in  the  eastern  world.  The 
largest  of  the  islands  in  which  they  have 
more  or  less  extensile  settlements  is  Borneo ; 
next  in  size  is  Sumatra;  Java  ranks  but 
third:  the  four  smaller  isle<9,  Amboyna, 
Banda,  Ternate,  and  Celebes,  if  inconsider- 
able in  extent  of  acreage,  yet,  under  the 
comprehensive  alias  of  *  The  Spiee  Islands,' 
are  famed  for  their  inexhaustible  stores  of 
fragrance,  so  grateful  alike  to  the  palate  and 
the  olfactory  nerves. 

It  would  be  supererogatory  to  enlarge  on 
the  civil  or  natural  history  of  these  oriental 
oases  of  the  sea.  Reference  to  any  gazetteer 
or  cyolopoedia  will  afford  every  requisite 
information  ;  and,  in  truth,  except  for  the 
sake  of  introducing  a  fancy  of  our  own, 
which  will  presently  oome  into  play,  we 
should  most  probably  have  chosen  some  ob- 
scurer locality  for  illustration  in  this  month's 
number;  still,  we  may  briefly  epitomise  with 
a  few  passing  remarks. 

If  Australia  may  be  allowed  to  aspire  to 
the  dignity  of  being  a  small  continent, 
Borneo  remains  the  largest  island  in  the 
worlds  Comparatively  speaking,  not  much 
of  it  has  been  yet  explored ;  all  the  Dutch 
settlements  being  on  or  near  the  cosist.  It 
is  marvellously  rich  in  vegetable  and  mineral 
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productions.  Whoever  visits  (and  who  does 
not  ?)  the  many  fashionable  horticnltirral 
exhibitions,  cannot  help  being  struck  with 
admiration  of  the  superb  Romean  plants, 
whose  leaves,  glowing  with  aH,  and  more  than 
all  the  tints  di*^  the  rainbow,  rival  in  beauty 
and  variety  the  flowers  of  other  countries. 
Rich  in  the  treasures  of  the  mine,  it  has 
long  shared  with  Brazil  and  Golconda  the 
triple  prestige  of  the  production  of  diamonds. 
One  of  the  largest  in  the  world,  weighing 
more  carats  than  tbere  are  days  in  a  leap 
year,  is  in  possession  of  a  native  prince  of 
the  island. 

Sumatra  has  been  bounteously  endowed 
by  nature  with  all  the  richest  and  rarest 
tropical  productions ;  six  or  seven  distinct 
nations,  moreover,  in  addition  to  the 
European  settlers,  diversify  the  face  of  its 
earth ;  but  tbis  variety  of  population  is 
toned  down  by  the  eternal  sameness  of  day 
and  night,  twelve  hours  of  each  from 
January  to  December.  The  equator,  cleav- 
ing the  centre  of  the  island,  assigns  the 
rising  and  setting  of  the  sun  at  six  sharp  all 
the  year  round.  Some  of  the  inhabitants 
are  Mahometans ;  others,  heathens  and  can- 
nibals. The  Sumatran  Malays  seem  in  a 
much  higher  state  of  civilisation  than  that 
people  are  in  the  adjacent  isles.  Of  the 
interior  tribes,  one  lot  appears  not  much 
higher  in  the  auimal  scale  than  the  orang 
outangs;  being,  like  them,  covered  with  long 
hair.  Another  interesting  tribe  allows  none 
of  its  young  braves  to  marry  until  he  has 
presented  his  chieftain  with  the  head  of  a  \ 
stranger !  | 

Java,  like  its  neighbours,  knows  nothing 
of  the  variations  of  spring  or  autumn,  sum- 
mer or  winter.  Six  months  of  fair  weather, 
with  a  few  occasional  grateful  showers,  and 
six  months  rain,  pleasingly  varied  by  a  few 
fine  days,  is  the  normal  state  of  roeteor<v 
logical  affairs.  The  glorious  uncertadntj  of 
our  own  climate,  assigned  us,  as  fbreigners 
say,  that  we  may  have  topics  for  conversation, 
obtains  not  there.  Picnics  can  be  settled 
without  any  misgi\Hngs  as  to  the  weather ; 
and  umbrellas,  goloshes,  and  books  for  rainy 
days  are  safe  fur  demand  in  theii*  due  season. 

Beauty  and  fertility  are  endowments  of 
Java.     Coffee,    sugar,   pepper,   ginger,    and 


cotton  grow  in  abundance  and  perfection. 
We  can  bfear  testimony  to  the  excellence  of 
the  first-mentioned  article  from  our  personal 
experience  lately  in  Holland  and  North 
Grerraany,  where  it  seems  in  general  use. 
Mair.e  yields  four  or  fiv^  hundredfold,  and 
most  of  the  tropical  plants  flourish  in 
profusion.  The  curious  edible  birds*  nests 
are  exported  chiefly  for  Chinese  consumption. 
The  celebrated  upas  or  poison-tree,  like 
many  other  bugbears,  turns  out  not  to  be  so 
black  as  it  is  painted.  Poets  and  romancers 
place  a  Single  one  in  tlie  centre  of  a  wilder- 
ness formed  bv  its  own  baleful  efl[t»ets, 
near  which  no  plant  can  bloom,  no  auimal 
dare  approach ;  whereas,  in  sob^*  fkct, 
the  most  delicate  creeper  does  not  hesitate 
to  avail  itself  of  the  supporting  trunk  of  this 
supposed  tree-demon ;  neither  do  its  fi4endly 
branches  refuse  a  refreshing  and  innocent 
shade  to  the  weary  traveller's  head. 

The  island  of  Banda  and  it»  eight  or 
nine  companions  are  almost  exclusively 
producers  of  nutmeg  and  its  concomitant, 
mace.  Temate  also  grows  that  safne  virfu- 
able  spice.  The  lovely  ialjind  of  Amboyna 
is  more  peculiarly  the  progenitor  of  cloves, 
and  furnishes  also  the  medicinal  cajepnt  oil. 
Celebes,  more  generally  called  Maca^^sar,  is 
reported  to  be  the  sole  grower  of  the 
ingredients  composing  the  well-knowtt  oil 
commemoitited  in  Byron's  distich : — 

*  In  virtues  nothing  earthlv  could  stirpaw  her, 
Save  thine  ioDOinparable  oil«  Maoft«3ar  1 ' 

The  small  island  Banca,  once  belonging  to 
the  British  East  Indian  Company,  but  by 
them  exchanged  in  1816  for  the  settlement 
of  Cochin  on  the  Malabar  coast,  is  one  of 
the  few  terrestrial  spots  productive  of  that 
rare  and  valuable  metal-**tin;  and  the 
Chinese,  for  some  reason,  prefer  the  produce 
of  Banca  to  that  of  Cornwall. 

For  a  considerable  period,  somewhere 
about  three  centuries,  these  islands  were  all 
partially  colonized,  and  virtually  ruled  by 
the  Dutch,  till  they  fell  into  the  power 
of  the  English  in  the  ware  of  the  early  part 
of  the  present  century.  On  the  prochu^ation 
of  peace,  however,  they  were  again  ceded  to 
their  original  industrious  possessors. 

We  hinted  in  an  early  paragraph  of  tbis 
paper  that  a  crotchet  of  our  own  induced 
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the  choice  of  the  territory  here  Uluatrated. 
It  is  this: — may  not  that  opi^roblttm  of 
timlmmhilic  lore,  that  most  tantalizing  said 
niyBtenoQS  of  labels,  the  tit  alar  XJutch 
Oniana,  be  ui  ofaeolete  emission  of  Java? 
We  hare  poBitivety  no  convincing  proof,  and 
merely  an  in£nitesinial  evidence  for  this 
idea;  amonnting  to  thas  ninch  only,  that 
a  friend,  nnfortuiuitely  no  collector,  eome 
two  yeare  since,  aware  of  our  timbromaniac 
propensity,  mentioned  cursorily  having  just 
aeen  on  a  letter  received  by  a  Dutch  mer- 
chant from  Java,  a  stamp  nnlike  one  he  ever 
remembered  noticing,  and  which,  as  far  as 
cuuld  bo  comprehended  from  his  imperfect 
description,  corresponded  with  the  im- 
pression nnder  reioarlc. 

To  cap  this  very  meagre  quantum  of 
probability  we  are  content  to  advance  the 
sadly- un  mathematical  suggestion — if  not, 
ifhy  nUf  The  faot  stands  incontestible 
that  the  stamp  in  question,  we  may  say 
stamps,  there  being  two  varieties,  have 
actual  and  veritable  being.  We  have  had 
them  in  our  own  possession,  and  have  seen 
them,  thoogh  but  sparsely,  in  albums ;  this 
too,  long  ere  the  exteusion  of  philntely  liad 
held  out  any  premium  for  Swiss  or  Hamburg 
forgeries.  Thus  much  being  granted,  it  is 
singulnr  that  so  scanty  a  ray  of  light  has 
ever  iUnmined  the  obwurity  in  which  this 
Dutch  stamp  is  enveloped..  We  give  it  that 
designation  in  all  confidence ;  the  insuription, 
value,  and  armorial  bearings,  combining  to 
justify  Hacb  premisea- 

Tho  alight  occasional  notices  we  meet 
with  reapeoting  this  rarity  simply  mystify 
the  matter  more  hopelessly.  The  post- 
nuister  of  D«nerara,  in  reply  to  our  request 
for  inttM-mation  on  the  subject,  assured  us  he 
had  never  met  with  nor  heard  of  a  Dutoh 
Oniana  emission ;  and,  in  a  recent  number 
of  this  periodical,  a  correspondent  volnnteers 
similar  testimony,  adding  that  be  is  quite 
tired  of  the  snbject.  Again,  another  cor- 
respondent, equally  worthy  of  credit,  bears 
testimony  to  the  reception  of  a  genuine 
specimen  on  a  packet  from  Surinam! 

In  iace  of  these  contradictory  statements 
where  can  we  turn  for  light  1^  Stranger 
still!  we  have  ourselves  recently  visited  the 
principal  cities  of  Holland,  and,  of  course, 


took  occasion  to  broach  tbe  topic  before 
several  dealers  and  collectors,  none  of 
whom  could  render  us  any  service  in  eluci- 
dation of  the  obscurity,  and  some  had  never 
even  heard  report  of  such  an  impreasiou ! 
Hoping  and  trusting  this  appeal  will  elicit 
something  satisikctory,  we  append  an  en- 
graving, subjoining  a  fall  description  of  the 
mooted  label 

It  is  rectangular,  black  impression  on 
coloured  paper,  of  which  there  are  two 
diverse  tints ;  rose  and 
lavender.  Like  the  emis- 
sion of  British  Guiana, 
it  beara  the  foar  figures 
evidencing  the  date  of  is- 
sue, one  at  each  corner. 
Above,  POST  ZEOEL;  the 
same  inscription  as  en 
both  the  current  and  superseded  Dutch 
stamps ;  below,  10  c.  j  value  identical  with 
that  of  the  ejisting  Java  (so-called)  label. 
Armorial  bearings  of  the  Netherlands 
figure  in  the  centre ;  a  crown  and  two 
branches.  We  fwir  the  well,  in  the  depths 
of  which  lies  the  true  history  of  this  stamp, 
must  be  unusually  deep ;  yet,  the  city  of 
Pompeii  lay  dormant  for  hundreds,  and  the 
source  of  the  Nile  for  thousands  of  years : 
ao  we  need  not  despair,  but  may  patiently 
and  confidently  await  the  advent  of  some 
philatelic  Grant  or  Speke. 

The  accredited  current  issue  for  the  Dutch 
colonies  is  too  well  known  \a  need  descrip- 
tion. It  is  figured  in  our  number  for 
December,  1863.  The  stamp  certainly  does 
credit  to  iU  engraver,  and  the  king  to  his 
keep.  By  way  of  warning  the  unwary, 
we  may  passingly  allude  to  one  of  those  bare- 
feced  essays  on  credulity  palmed  oft'  by 
tricksters  as  a  verity.  The  impression, 
lithographed  and  rectangular,  is  printed 
black  on  buff  paper:  kiwt  2EGEL  above  in  a 
banderole;  the  arms  of  Holland,  a  lion  cui- 
bUizoned  on  shield,  topping  a  crown,  in 
centre ;  the  figure  2  on  the  loft ;  letter  c  (for 
cents)  on  right;  and  below,  ik  v*  ! 


OSK  KONECT  GbOHOIA  ro«1HAfiTKKllll»l>nill  .iVlTtolllB 

PoBt-offioi-  Di[)iirliiH'nl,  ill  lfn'cllb^lck^  llir  vkIup  of  tht 
noslHEF  rtami*  h*  Iwd  on  h«nd  at  ihu  brmting  out 
if  ihe  ««r.  lliU  i«  the  only  mm  of  Ibc  kind  «hicli  hn> 
conif  to  tUf  loio»kii(e  of  thf  d.'i.KrImtiit. 
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KEWLY-ISSUBD  OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
£vEK  ftnxtons  to  secure  for  onr  nnmorous 
readers  ttarly  and  authentic  iuronnatioa  on 
all  luatterH  connected  witli  the  proviuco 
of  our  magnzinc,  we  hast«n  to  annoance 
a  budget  of  noveltiea,  such  as  it  does  not 
ol\cn  lull  to  our  lot  to  chronicle.  Aud  first 
we  hn,ve  to  state  that  the  entire  series  of 
rectangular  stamps  ibr  the  Gape  of  Good 
Hope  i8  printed,  has  beea  sent  to  the  colony, 
and  may  be  expected  aa  lioon  as  the  stock 
a  hand  of  the  old  triangles  is  exhausted. 


Thus 


r  frieudH  who  1 


iactorily  completed  their  sets  of  the  tri- 
antrular  stampa  will  do  well  to  do  so  without 
ddity,  as  they  mast  soon  become  scarce,  aud 
eventually  almost  uaattainable  iu  their 
pcrfoct  aud  unused  state. 

We  would  specially  counsel  great  oore 
to  be  paid  to  securing  copies  of  the  lithograph 
series,  which  to  our  knowledge  are  fast 
becoming  most  rare;  the  one  penny  blue 
and  fourpenny  rose  being  practically  un- 
attainable. 

Beauming  then  ;  the  new  series  of  Capes 

s    of    Hope    seated    on    an 
I   to   the   left ;    her   left  arm 
a :  aboTe,  capu  or  ouod  hope  ; 
IK     and     value     iu    words : 
ectangular,  perforated, 
;   glazed   paper,  watermarked  C  C 
below  a  crown. 

One  penny,     red,  a  carmine  hue,  somewhat 
like  the  current  penny  English. 
Fonrpence,     blue. 
Sixpence,        lilac. 
One  shilling,  green. 

BRitiijU  Coi.uuKiA. — The  illustration  in  the 
a  better  idea  of  the   effect 
of  this  e:tcoeding1y  novel 
and  pleasing  stamp  than 
any  description. 

Within  an  oval  band, 
inscribed  BBiTitm  coi,uu- 

BIA,  POSTAGE  THUEKPENCK  ; 


Beoice,  figui 
anchor ;  a  vin 
leaning  on  a  ra 
beneath,  posta 
coloured 


.nperittl  gothic  »...,,■  ^ 

placed  above  a  capital  V 


(for  Victoria) ;  within  the  V  the  i-oao :  to  right 
■      "    itle :     the 


and  left  the    shamrock 


comers  formed  by  the  tangents  of  the  ellipse 
and  the  reoiangle  of  the  stamp  filled  iu  with 
a  plaid  ground;  oolonred  impression,  rect- 
angular, perforated,  on  white  glaaod  paper, 
watermarked  C  G  beneath  a  crown. 
Threepence,       blue. 

Vancouver's     lai.ANo.— Head     of    Qaeen 
Victoria   to   left,    crowned   with   a   d^eni 
with  pearls  at  the  points,  in  a  plain  circle  : 
alwvB,  in  a  straight  line,  vancouvkr's  island  ; 
beneath  value:    coloured   impression,    rect- 
angular, on  white  glazed  paper,  watermarked 
C  C  under  a  crown,  perforated. 
5  cents,         red. 
10  cents,         blue. 
In   the  red    the   words   of    the   ralue   i^n 
in  a  curved  line  following  the  circle  coti- 
taining  the   head,   while   in  the  blue  they 
are  straight  at  the  bottom  of  the  stamp. 

Berhuoa. — At  last  this  gronp  of  West 
Indian  Islands  has  determined  not  to  be  left 
dependent  on  the  stamps  of  other  islands, 
but  has  decided  on  asserting  her  right  to  an 
issno  of  her  own.  Certainly  the  design 
adopted  combines  neatness  with  beaaty,  and 
shows  the  artistic  skill  of  a  practised  hand 
very  plainly. 

The  description  of  the  Vancouver's  Island 
stamp  precisely  applies  to  this  issne;  the 
same  engraver  executed  both  at  the  same 
time. 

Head  of  Qaeen  Victoria  to  left,  with 
diadem  of  pearls  in  a  circle :  placed  is  a 
rectangle  above  bermeda;  below  valne  iu 
words  :  coloured  impression  on  white  gbued 
paper,  watermarked  0  C  below  a  ci'owu, 
rectangular,  perforated. 

One  penny,         red. 
Sixpence,  hiac. 

One  shilling,  green. 
In  the  red  the  words  Bermuda,  Onb  pekkt 
are  in  straight  lines,  above  and  below.  Id 
the  lilac  Bermuda  is  in  a  curved  line  following 
the  circle  eudosing  the  head ;  while  in  Uie 
green,  both  BERunnA  aud  one  shilubo  are 
placed  in  similar  curved  lines. 

We  may  also  state  that  all  colonial  stamps 
withont  any  exception  which  are  supplied 
from  the  mother  country  throngh  crown 
agents  in  England,  have  for  some  time  been 
printed  on  paper  expressly  made  for  die 
i  purpose,    and    watermarked    CC    (Crown 
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Colonies)  bena&th  s  crown.  The  colomos  of 
onr  magazine  are  bordlj  open  to  a  legal 
diBcnssion,  bat  the  popular  sense  of  *  de- 
pendenoiee  of  the  British  crown '  will 
satiflfy  the  device,  without  eutering  into 
qtiestioQs  of  crown  law. 

Also  that  the  effort  is  being  made  to 
awimilate,  aa  far  aa  possible  on  every  change, 
the  coloara  of  all  colonial  stamps  to  that 
of  their  proto-types  or  corresponding  values 
ia  the  issues  of  Great  Britain.  There  are 
many  cases  where  this  is  not  practicable,  but 
where  it  can  be  done,  the  standard  red  fur 
one  penny,  blue  for  twopence,  green  for  a 
shilling,  ic.,  greatly  asnist  in  the  post-office 
arrangements,  and  this  is  a  step,  though  a 
small  one,  in  the  direction  of  an  universal 
postal  carrency  for  the  British  empire. 

In  ODDclusion,  we  may  add  that  alt  the 
foregoing  stamps  are  designed  and  printed 
in  Engliuid,  and  hare  been  exported  for  use 
to  the  colonies. 

New  Ghanada,  or  rather  CotuBiiU,^ — There 
has  scarcely  been  time  for  a  mail  to  arriTe 
in  England  since  the  last  issue  was  com- 
pleted by  the  iqipearance  of  the  1  peso  deep< 
rose,  before  we  are  again  called  upon  to 
describe  new  and  most  singular  stamps  of 
this  prolific  country. 

The  last  issue  stands  thus, 

B.  U.  DB  COLCMBIA  COBBEOS  HACIONALES,  rouud 

an  oral  bearing  the  arms,  surrounded  by  an 
eagle  (jfy,  condor)  supported  by  banners ; 
value  below ;  coloured  impreaeion ;  litho- 
gr^hed  on  white  paper. 

5  cents,         orange. 
10  cents,         lilac-purple. 
20  cents,         blue. 
50  cents,         green. 
1  peso,  deep-rose. 

The  shades  of  colour  in  the  5  and  10  cents 
va^  much  in  intensity. 

To  these  was  lately  added  the  1  centavo 
rose,  figured  in  our  magazine  laet  month. 
Now  come,  not  '  in  order  due,' 
'  Two  by  two,' 
but  in  no  sort  of  order  at  all,  three  new 
candidates    for    places    in   our   collections. 
The  first  is  triangular  in  shape,  the  only 
trian^lar  stamp  ever  issued  for  any  country 
of  the  South  American  continent. 

Device,  three  scnteheons  of  astaa  of  the 


country,  united  in  the  form  of  a  triangle ; 
bordered  with  small  fancy  pattern,  inscribed 

E.    U.    DB    COLOMBIA  C0BHE08   NACI0NALE3    2  ;  \ 

(2})  CBNTAT08,  on  the 
three  sides  respectively. 
Blaclc  impression,  litho- 
graphed on  faint-laven- 
der paper  of  a  rather 
pinkish  hue.  This 
stemp  is,  we  hear,  in- 
tended for  newspapers ;  we  (4>pend  an 
illustration  in  the  mar^n. 

The  other  pair  are,  firstly, 

Veviee,  ]arge  romau  capital  A  in  a  circular 
wreath  of  oak  leaves  to  the  right,  and  bays 
to  the  left,  surmounted  by  the  words 
E.  D.  DB  COLOMBIA;  above  the  A  within  the 
wreath,  cOKREOe  maciohalbb;  below,  6  gents. 
Black  impression,  on  white  paper,  large 
square.  This  stamp  appears  to  be  litho- 
gnq)hed ;  if  so,  the  execution  is  very  fine. 
The  supposed  use  is  for  unpaid  lettwe. 

SecoiMily,  i^etnee,  a  six-piiinted  geometrical 
figure  formed  by  interlacing  two  equilateral 
triangles,  comprehending  a  circle ;  within 
the  circle  a  large  roman  capital  B ;  in  each 
angle  a  figure  of  5 ;  snrronnding  in  a  circle, 
the  legend,  E.  V.  de  Columbia  cobbeos  macion- 
AI.E3,  ciNco  OENTAvos.  Black  impression, 
lithographed  on  white  paper,  large  square. 
This  stamp  is  we  are  iuKirmed  for  registered 
letters. 

These  three  stamps  are  of  a  very  singular 
and  odd  appearance,  so  much  so  as  te  throw 
great  doubt,  ^Wma/otiie.on  their  authenticity; 
we  are,  however,  able  to  state  that  specimens 
have  been  sent  to  the  foreign  office  by 
her  majesty's  acting  consul  at  Bogota, 
together  with  the  information  we  have 
above  detailed,  so  that  every  confidence  may 
be  placed  in  their  really  being  a  genuine 
issne,  by  the  authorities  of  New  Columbia. 
We  await  further  details  of  the  use  of  these 
stamps,  which  will  be  placed  before  our 
readers  so  soon  as  they  arrive. 

Denmark. — The  series  at  present  under 
issue  has  received  an  accession  in  the  shape 
of  the  2  schilling.  The  device  is  the  saine  as 
that  of  the  4  s.  red,  and  16  s.  neutral-green. 
Like  its  congeners,  itis  perforated,  and  printed 
on  white  paper,  bearing  the  water-mark  of  a 
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2  sdbilling,  bine. 

The  8  B.  alone  is  now  wanting  ta  complete 
the  set. 

ScHLBSWia  HoLSTBiN. — ^Whether  the  Gas- 
tein  conrention  merits  the  tmiverstd  execra- 
tion of  the  Duehies  or  not,  one  thing  is  very 
certain,  the  result  of  the  war  has  been,  in  a 
philatelic  point  of  view,  a  gain.  Besides 
the  pair  temporarily  issued  for  the  Ghiaad 
Buchy  of  Schleswig,  we  have  a  series  of 
very  homely  useful-looking  stamps,  bearing 
round  an  oval  the  legend  schleswiq  uoiiSTBiN, 
and  a  figure  of  vcJue  in  the  centre.  The 
past  month  has  witnessed  the  issue  of  tJiree 
of  these  series,  namely ; 

1^  schillingss=l  8.  gr.,     like. 
2    schilling,  blue. 

4    8chillingei=3  s.  gr,,     bistre. 
These  stamps  are  rectangular  and  perforated, 
and  the  device  is  embossed  in  white  relief 

There  are  at  present  issn«d,  in  addition  to 
the  above, 

I  schilling,         rose. 
l|  schilling,         green. 
In  all,  five  stamps. 

Italy.— We  hear  from  an  Italian  cor- 
respondent that  a  new  20  cent,  stamp  may 
be  shortly  looked  for,  in  lieu  of  the  provi- 
sional stamp  in  present  use.  Our  informant 
states  the  colour  will  be  brown. 

Sandwich  Isles. — ^A  new  issue  and  a  re- 
issue for  these  distant  isles  both  await  our 
chronicle.  We  will  describe  the  latter  first, 
llie  old  1  and  2  cents,  figure  of  value 
surrounded  by  border  bearing  the  inscription, 
have  been  reprinted. 

The  reprints  are,  of  course,  identical  with 
the  old  stamps,  except  that  they  are  printed 
in  black  ink  on  cream  laid  paper  ;  the  paper 
appears  to  be  common  English  manufactured 
letter  paper;  for  the  entire  sheet  bears  at 
the  top  left  hand  comer  the  word  Baihy 
imi^-essed  as  one  often  sees  it  in  note  paper. 
We  are  inclined  to  think  these  TCptints  were 
executed,  as  also  the  new  issue,  in  the 
islands.  A  similar  reprint  on  plain  wove 
white  paper  has  also  taken  plaice. 

The  new  issue  in  all  essential  features  re- 
sembles the  stamps  we  have  just  described ; 
the  only  difference  is  the  placing  of  the 
legend  round  the  border  of  the  stamp,  uku 
liETA  above,   value  below,  inter  islawd  to 


left,  HAWAIIAN  P08i!AGB  to  right;  large  figure 
of  value  in  the  middle,  recte^Dgular,  coloured 
impression. 

1  cent,         blue)  on  thiokish  white  wove 

2  centS)        blue )      paper. 

5  cents,  blue,  on  thin  blue:  wore  paper. 
The  two  former,  we  are  incformed,  are  de- 
signed for  unpaid  letters;  the  latter,  we 
believe,  is  only  profvisionally  issued,  Ute  old 
nkodc  with  the  portrait  of  tl^lateid«g  being 
exhausted,  and  the  new  die,  oiidered  in  New 
York,  not  having  been  yeieixeoiited. 

Nova  SoorUk— A  set  ofessa^rsofeovelopes 
for  this  country  has  oome  under  our  notice, 
and  we  believe  we  are  the  first  to  no^oe 
their  existence;  unless  we  are  misinfotrmed 
but  one  or  two  sets  have  arrived  in  England, 
and  it  is  not  likely  that  more  will  come. 

Queen's  head,  crowned,  with  pendent  curl 
behind,  to  left  in  circle :  above  and  below, 
outside  the  edge  of  the  circle,  a  smaU  curved 
band  leaving  space  snffioieoit  for  the  name  of 
the  county  and  the  value.  The  impressions 
are  embossed  in  colour  at  the  top  right 
hand  comer  of  envelopes  ^formed  of  thiok 
cream  kod  paper  without  watermark. 

Bad. 

Blue. 

Green. 
These  are  the  only  three  colonrs  we  have 
seen  and  we  do  not  know  of  naiate :  we  can 
add  no  further  informatieBoxeept^bai -they 
were  designed  and  produced  in  America, 
and  we  are  inclined  to  attribute  them  to  the 
New  York  Bank-Note  Compi^y,  to  whom 
the  credit  of  the  beautiful  current  issue 
of  Nova  Scotia  is  dua 

Spain. — We  have  also  to  announce  the 
actual  appearance  of  a  st^mp  whose  existence 
has  long  been  known  to  certain  w^l-inlbrmed 
philatelists,  but  specimens  of  which*  have 
never  been  current.  We  allude  to  the 
1  rea^  1854,  arms  of  Spain,  printed  on  a 
thin  paper  with  a  faintish  blue  tinge  in 
azure  l^e.  The  4  ouartos,  lake  pink,  of 
the  same  issue,  is  found  both  on  white  and 
on  similar  bluish  paper,  both  impressions 
being  of  the  same  shade :  in  this  instance, 
however,  in  lieu  of  the  deep  indigo  Uue 
(so  deep  that  Mount  Brown  called  it  black), 
of  the  well-known  stamp,  a  light  cerulean 
tint  has  been  adopted* 
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Several  sheets  of  these  stamps  have 
reoentlj  oome  to  light  at  the  post^ffice 
in  Madrid ;  of  their  authenticity  no  doubt 
can  reasonably  be  entertained,  and  that  they 
are  not  of  the  detestable  genus  of  *fe- 
impressions  is  satisfactorily  guaranteed  by 
the  fact  that  the  die  no  longer  exists,  but 
vras  converted,  years  ago,  into  one  with 
a  different  design  for  judicial  purposes* 

These  stamps,  therefore,  may  be  classed 
as  proofs^,  they  were  never  put  into  cir- 
culation, the  deep-cdonred  one  on  white 
paper  being  thtd  which  was  adopted. 

All  these  specimeos  are  cancelled  by 
three  thick  black  lin^,  the  centre  one  being 
broadest,  printed  across  the  face  of  the 
stamp. 

We  advise  onr  collootin|t  friends  to  secure 
copies  without  delay  for  their  albums;  the 
present  supply  can*  never  be  replaced  ctr 
augmented. 

An  esteemed  foreign  correspondent  has 
forwarded  to  ns  the  appended  description  of 
some  local  British  Columbian  labels  and 
envelopes,  which  he  has  just  received  direct 

from  the  colony,  and 
which  have  not  here- 
tofore been  noticed. 
1 .  Inscription ; 

BARKARD^S  CAJtlBOO  EX- 
PRESS, PAID,  in  centre ; 
printed   in  black  on 


BARNARD'S 

Cariboo  Express* 


PAID. 


mmsmm 


orange-red  paper,  oblong. 
2.     Inscription ;     babxarb's 

PRESS, 


BARNARD'S 

Cariboo  Express 

COLLECT. 


centre ; 


cariboo    ex- 

coLLBcr.     in 

printed     in 

black,  on  green  paper, 

oblong. 

3.  Envelope.  In- 
scription above,  Bri- 
tish COLUMBIA  AND 
VICTORIA  EXPRESS  COMPANY  ;  beloW,  PAID  FROM 
VICTORU   TO    LYITOX    OR    LILOOET;    black,    on 

white  paper. 

4.  Envelope.  Inscription  aboVe,  same 
as  on  No*  3 ;  below,  paid  from  \ictoria  to 
TALB  OR  DOUGLAS.     Black,  on  white  paper. 

5.  Envelope.  Inscription  on  scroll  in 
left  npper  comer,     paid,  dietz  and  nelson's 

BRrilSU     COLUMBIA     AND     VICTORU     3EXPRBS3 ; 

black,  on  yellow  paper. 

6.  Elnvelope.     Inscription  in  left  tipper 


comer,  ballou  and  co.*s  cariboo  express, 
PAID;  sorrounded  bj  ornamental  square 
border. 

We  will  now  eonclade  onr  notes  and 
remarks  by  a  little  piece  of  gossip  which 
may  interest  some  of  our  readers. 

The  rarest  of  all  colonial  stamps  ia  un- 
donbiedly  the  4  cents  oblong  British  Guiana 
blue;  of  which  only  three  copies  were 
known  to  exist.  A  fourth  has  recently 
turned  up  in  a  collection  formed  by  a 
gentleman  in  South .  America :  it  bore  the 
post-mark  Demerara,  was  in  tolerable  pre- 
servation, and  a  fair  copy ;  but  the  comers 
were  cut,  destroying  part  of  the  lettering. 

This  specimen  was  sold  with  the  collection, 
and  has,  we  almost  regret  to  say,  gone 
to  enrich  a  continental  allxim.  Unless  we  are 
misinformed,  it  fetched  fauo'  g'tcmeoi;  a 
pretty  good  indication  of  the  real  value  of  a 
genuine  and  rare  stamp,  even  though  the 
condition  be  far  from  first  rate.  We  note 
the  above,  as  we  often  hear  it  said  the 
pursuit  has  had  its  day,  is  declining,  and  the 
Hke ;  we  believe  on  the  contrary,  that  serious 
ooUeoting  and  patient  research  never  had  so 
many  votaries  as  at  the  present  time. 


POSTAGE-STAMP  PORTRAITS.— ILL 

LEOPOLD,   KIKG   OP  BELGIUM. 

Few  European  sovereigius  have  gained  such 
world-wide  honourable  notoriety  as  Leopold 
George  Christian  Frederick,  king  of  the 
Belgians — the  wise  ruler  of 
a  Httle  kingdom.  He  is 
remembered  with  particu^* 
lar  kindness  in  this  country 
on  account  of  his  whilom 
connection  with  the  royal 
family,  and  its  sad  termi- 
natiqn;  and  stamp  collect- 
ors must  be  £»miliar  with 
his  features  as  portrayed  on  the  Belgian 
postage  stamps.  He  ia  of  German  extrac- 
tion— one  of  the  Sax^oCobourg  Suidfield 
funily.  He  wa«  bom  on  the  16th  December, 
1790,  and  is  consequently  in  his  seventy- 
fiflh  year. 

All  accounts  agree  in  representing  him 
as  most   studious  in  youtb.     He  received 
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an  excellent  literaiy  and  scientific  edneation, 
and  at  the  conclusion  of  his  studies,  had 
the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best- 
informed  and  most  accomplished  princes  in 
Europe.  His  sister  Juliana  having  married 
the  Russian  Grand  Duke  ConstfuitiDe,  he 
was  attracted  towards  Russia,  and  entered 
its  army  in  1808.  Although  only  eighteen 
years  of  age,  he  was  made  a  general,  and 
was  present  at  the  battles  of  Lutxen, 
Bautzen,  Culm,  Leipsic,  <&c.  In  1810, 
however.  Napoleon  by  his  menaces  compelled 
him  to  resign  his  commission,  and  he 
from  that  time  took  no  prominent  part  in 
the  struggle  of  the  day,  though  he  was 
present  at  the  capitulation  of  Paris. 

Subsequently  he  accompanied  tbe  Empe- 
ror Alexander  to  London,  and  whilst  there 
became  enamoured,  and  won  the  affection, 
of  the  Princess  Charlotte,  the  only  child 
of  George  IV.,  then  regent.  He  was 
naturalised  hyl  act'  of  parliament,  received 
the  title  of  Duke  of  Kendal,  and  an  annual 
pension  of  £60,000,  and  on  the  2nd  May, 
1816,  married  the  Princess  Charlotte ,-  but 
his  connubial  happiness  was  destined  to  be 
brief.  On  the  6th  November,  1819,  the 
princess  died  in  childbed,  and  her  premature 
death  was  mourned  by  the  entire  nation 
with  a  depth  equalled  only  by  that  shown 
on  the  decease  of  the  Prince  Consort. 

After  this  sad  event  Prince  Leopold  spent 
many  years  in  retirement,  partly  in  London, 
partly  at  Claremont,  his  mind  ripening  for 
the  great  duties  he  was  yet  to  inlfil.  In  his 
fortieth  year,  the  Greek  throne,  just  raised 
as  the  result  of  the  great  insurrection 
against  the  Turks,  was  offered  to  him,  and 
was  at  first  accepted  by  him  under  certain 
conditions.  But  either  the  extensive  in- 
trigues then  on  foot  throughout  Europe  and 
in  Greece  itself,  or  else  his  knowledge 
that  the  arrangements  made  by  the  great 
powers  for  the  government  of  Greece  were 
distasteful  to  his  intended  subjects,  induced 
him  to  decline  the  offered  dignity.  However 
he  had  not  long  to  wait  for  a  crown. 

The  Belgians,  fn  1830,  rebelled  against  the 
Dutch.  The  two  nations  had  been  united 
under  one  government  in  1816,  by  the 
Congress  of  Vienna,  but  the  union  had  been 
an  unhappy  one ;    the  interests  of  Holland 


haTing  been  chiefly  regarded.  Datchmen 
were  in  most  of  the  offices  of  state,  and 
they  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  representation 
of  the  Belgian  delegates.  The  upshot  was 
that  the  Belgians  turned  out  the  Dutch,  and 
appointed  a  provisional  government,  by 
which,  on  the  4th  October  18S0,  the  oonntey 
was  declared  independent,  and  freedom  of 
education,  the  press,  and  worship,  proclaimed. 
The  London  Congress,  assembkd  Decem- 
ber 10,  recognised  Belginm;  a  regent  was 
appointed  in  the  following  February,  and 
Prince  Leopold,  of  Saxe-Cobourg,  made  kin^ 
on  the  21st  July,  1881.  The  Dutch  did 
not  acquiesce  in  the  deeision  of  the  London 
Congress  immediately,  but  carried  on  war 
against  the  new  eouni^y  for  two  3^earR, 
at  the  end  of  which  time,  it  was  coerced 
into  an  acknowledgment  of  Belgic  indepen- 
dence. This  war  added  Antwerp  to 
Leopold *s  dominions. 

A  second  war  with  Holland,  however,  took 
place  in  1888,  in  consequence  of  Belgium 
ref\istng  to  give  up  Limburg  and  part  of 
Luxembourg'  to  Holland,  as  previoudy 
agreed.  In  this  case,  the  great  powers 
exercised  a  pressure  on  Belgium,  and  the 
war  closed  by  its  submission. 

The  king  has  since  governed  his  realm 
vrith  great  wisdom.  His  subjects  are 
divided  into  two  parties,  the  Liberal  and 
the  Catholic.  The  latter  was  snecessiVil  in 
retaining  the  reins  of  power  down  to  the 
year  1847.  Since  then  the  Liberals  have 
been  triumphant.  But  the  victories  of 
either  party  have  been  peacefiil  ones. 
There  has  been  no  recourse  to  barricade 
but  under  the  rule  of  Leopold  the  country 
has  steadily  advanced  in  prosperity.  In 
1848,  when  nearly  every  European  crown 
was  shaken,  the  king  offered  either  to 
remain  or  to  abdicate,  whichever  his  people 
might  like.  This  csAm  conduct  had  its 
effect.  No  attempt  was  made  to  overturn 
the  royal  authority,  but  the  cause  of  order 
was  strengthened. 

In  August,  1882,  Leopold  married  again, 
his  choice  this  time  being  the  Princess 
Louise,  daughter  of  Louis  Philippe  king 
of  the  French ;  by  whom  he  had  issue,  the 
Crown  Prince  Leopold  Dake  of  Brabant, 
another  son,  and  a  daughter.      His  second 
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wife  died  in  October,  1850,  and  the  king 
has  since  remained  a  widower. 

The  long  experience  of  Leopold  in  political 
affairs,  his  acquaintance  with  the  events 
of  his  own  times,  and  his  &milj  connections, 
have  reiidered  him  the  safe  counsellor  oif 
monarehs  in  diffionltj.  The  last  occasion 
on  which  his  skill  was  oaUed  into  exercise 
was  in  arbitrating  between  this  country  and 
Brasil,  in  which  ease  he  decided  against  us. 
Should  his  rumoured  autobiography  be 
published  it  will  be  indeed  an  interestittg 
and  a  valuable  work,  throwing  a  light  which 
no  one  else  can  on  the  secret  history  of  the 
politics  of  the  last  age. 

The  king  is  not  in  his  old  age  without  his 
domestic  troubles,  if  newspaper  repcn*ts  are 
to  be  believed.  It  is  stated  that  during  his 
last  interview  with  Queen  Victoria  he 
solemnly  charged  her  to  preserve  a  refuge 
for  his  eldest  son  at  Claremont,  the  home  of 
the  exiled  French  family.  The  unpopularity 
of  the  Crown  Prince  on  account  of  his 
conservative  principles  is  given  as  the 
reason  of  this  request,  but  as  the  second  son, 
the  Count  of  Flanders,  is  favourably  known 
to  the  people  there  is  every  likelihood  of  the 
succession  being  preserved  to  the  Saxe- 
Cobourg  dynasty. 

The  portrait  on  the  Belgian  stamps — those 
unjustly-despised  labels — is  a  truthful  one. 
The  fine  statesman-lik&  face  of  the  old  king 
is  clearly  shown,  and  none  who  look  upon  it 
can  doubt  t^at  it  is  the  face  of  a  great  and 
an  honest  man. 


REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

How  to  Defect  Forged  Stamps.  By  Thomas 
Dalston.  Gateshead:  R.  Uhambers. 
Bath  :  Stafford  Smith  &  Smith. 

Ik  most  respects  this  publication  will  form  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  library  of  the  tim- 
bre philist.  We  repeat,  advisedly,  m  most 
respects  because  it  evidences  the  bestowal 
of  no  small  amount  of  patience,  research, 
and  ability  on  the  part  of  its  compiler,  and 
though  time  will  not  allow  us  to  follow  the 
descriptions  of  discrepancies  between  the 
true  and  fictitious  individuals,  so  elaborately 
carried  out,  the  work  bears  ample  proof,  on 


a  coTBory  survey,  that  sudk  labour  has  not 
been  futile. 

The  principal  part  of  the  pamphlet  is 
devoted  to  the  detection  of  forgeries  of  bonA 
fide  impressions;  this  is  succeeded  by  a  page 
or  two  cataloguing  more  audacious  impostors 
under  three  heads;  firstly,  pure  fictions, 
as  the  Jerusalem,  &c, ;  secondly,  real  stamps, 
but  being  designed  for  bills,  receipts,  trade- 
labels,  ic»,  introduced  erroneously  into 
collections;  and  lastly,  chemically-changed 
specimens.  A  summary  of  contents  in  the 
shape  of  an  index  is  prefixed. 

In  such  a  publication  as  the  one  before 
us,  where  the  variation  of  a  letter  even 
is  frequently  the  distinguishing  character- 
istic of  a  forgery,  more  peculiar  attention 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  mechanical 
department.  Some  errors,  of  coarse,  are  too 
palpable,  such  as  tbe  misprint  of  expiate  (for 
expatiate^  we  imagine)  in  the  introduction, 
to  mislead  the  reader ;  but  the  tyro  in  tim- 
brophily  would  be  puzzled  at  two  or  three 
less  easily  detected  mistakes,  which  we  will 
specify  in  a  hurried  seriatim  glance  over  the 
whole. 

The  first  glaring  blunder,  page  8,  is  in  the 
inscription  on  the  black  Bavarian,  quoted  as 
'Bayem  Franco  hiu  Kreuzer,'  the  third 
word  a  sad  substitution  for  ein  the  German 
rendering  of  one.  In  the  notice  of  Buenos 
Ayres  imitations,  the  ship  series,  of  which 
there  are  extant  extremely  good  and  some- 
times hardly  distinguishiB^ble  forgeries,  are 
unaccountal^y  forgotten. 

Passing  on  to  the  Danabian  Principalities, 
we  cannot  tell  whether  to  blame  ^e  writer 
or  printer  for  stating  that  none  of  the 
Glasgow  imitations  show  the  thin  stroke 
which  should  connect  the  two  thick  ones  of 
the  H  in  Hap !  An  examiner  will  search  in 
vain  for  the  word  Hap  either  in  copies  or 
originals.  nAP.,  the  abbreviation  oipa/ras  in 
Greek  characters,  is  evidently  meant,  and  it 
is  possible  the  writer  alluded  to  the  top 
connecting  stroke  of  the  initial  letter. 

In  tbe  remarks  on  Finland,  the  forgery  of 
the  20  kop.  black,  is  noted  as  being  of  a 
greenish  slate  colour.  Our  impression  is 
that  such  was  the  actual  tint  of  tbe  originals, 
and  that  the  black  are  reprints.  The  same 
holds  good  for  the  pair  of  upright  ovals. 
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Under  France,  we  are  told  tfeat  the  V  in 
pwrcevoir  is  like  a  U.  In  Monte  Video  we 
learn  that  the  accent  is  wanting  in  cenles- 
miasi  In  New  South  Wales,  sieffiUum;  and 
soon  afterwards  Nte  Galidonia  caricature  the 
words  intended.  The  latter  erratum  is  re- 
peated in  the  index. 

Coming  to  Paraguay,  we  may  observe, 
that  the  set  stftmped  with  dots  and  L  P,  are 
believed  to  be  veritable  essays ;  but  tha*  no 
labels  have  ever  been  issued  by  that  govern- 
ment for  postal  purposes. 

The  imitations  of  the  earfy  sets  of  Spanish 
are  not  sufficiently  enlarged  upon.  We 
possess  some  so  nearly  identical  with  the 
genuine,  except  in  tint,  that  they  are  perhaps 
reprints.  In  the  1855  officials  the  C  of 
official  is  represented  as  touching  the  I.  The 
tyro  reading  this,  would  reject  a  good  stamp 
on  seeing  only  one  /  in  the  word.  According 
to  the  Spanish  way  of  spelling,  the  conscmant 
I  is  the  only  one  ever  doubled,  and  that 
at  the  beginning  of  a  word  only,  forming,  in 
fact,  a  distinct  letter  in  the  same  way  as  the 
ff  of  the  Welch  language. 

There  are  several  fac-^imiUa  of  the  Re- 
union stamps,  which  ought  to  have  been 
touched  upon  as  existing,  though  some  of 
them  so  closely  resemble  the  originals  as  to 
be  undistinguishable,  except  by  personal 
comparison,  tiro  very  paper  used  being  iden- 
tical. We  have  a  returned  letter  label  of 
Wiirtemburg  which  must  be  fictitious  if  our 
author  is  correct,  as,  though  corresponding 
in  all  other  respects  with  the  reality,  it  is 
printed  on  wlute  paper.  We  have  seen  the 
forgery  of  the  Corrientes,  mentioned  from 
hearsay  in  the  Addenda,  but  it  is  not  suf- 
ficiently well  executed  to  deceive  the  general 
public. 

Under  the  head  of  fictitious  stamps,  the 
Austrian  crosses,  for  which  we  always  stand 
up,  are  called  compl/mentary,  as  if  destined, 
like  the  rare  old  Polish  envelopes,  for 
franking  visiting  cards,  &c. ;  and  the  Bavarian 
*  outsiders*  figure  as  'tribers,'  whatever 
that  may  signify. 

Messrs.  Spiro,  of  Hamburg,  ought  to  be, 
and  doubtless  are,  extremely  obKged  to  the 
author  for  his  frequent  use  of  their  name, 
thus  affording  them  a  gratuitous  adver- 
tisement.    If  those  gentlemen  achieve  tioto- 


rleiijj  we  imagine  they  are  not  particular  of 
wliat  kind  it  may  be,  provided  they  can  sell 
their  productions. 

In  our  remarks  above,  we  beg  to  be 
understood  as  criticising  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner. The  errors  are,  generally  speaking, 
merely  spots  on  the  sun,  and  we  hope  the 
rapid  sale  of  the  present  edition,  will 
necessitate  the  publication  of  a  second,  when 
the  misprints  and  other  errors  we  have 
denounced,  may  receive  due  correction, 
Hbping  ere  long  to  meet  with  our  author 
again,  we  take  leave  of  him,  with  best  wishes 
for  the  success  of  his  essay. 


POSTAL   CHIT-CHAT. 

PosTMASTER-GEKRRAii  Reo.\n  U  ttow  the  only  one  of 

tlie  Confederate  leaders  kept  in  clo:je  contiueiuent. 

Mr.  Mulrkady  rooeived  the  fii-^t  mizc  of  £^X) 
for  the  design  of  the  envelope  now  lend  wn  Dy  his  ntime. 

The  Woodblock  Luzon  Stamps,  "^ve  are  informed  by 
a  Spanish  gentleman,  were  the  work  of  a  njegro  engraver. 

The  Dies  of  xjie  large  old  Bicizilian  Stamps 
were  destroyed  iu  the  year  1861  by  order  of  the  Post- 
muster  General. 

The  Canadian  Stamph  were  first  issued  in  the  year 
1&>1,  and  not  in  1866  or  18o7«  as  stated  in  «everul 
c^Udogxites.-Stamp'CotUafor' 8  MontlUy  Gazette. 

A  CtrrEMPORARY  statca  that  6  c.  stamps  are  about  to 
be  issued  for  Belgium,  and  are  intended  to  prepay  letter* 
to  toMHB  situate  within  thirty  miles  of  the  plj»t<;  of 
posting. 

The  Britlsh  Post-Office  at  Buenos  Ayres,  for 
letters  forwai-ded  by  Eujjlish  residents,  is  attjiehed  to  the 
consulate.  En^Uui  stamps  of  the  value  of  Id.  and  Is. 
arutheoaly  onus  uaed,  the  furmer  being  employ od  for 
newspapur  postage,  but  it  is  optional  to  prepay  the 
postage  or  not. 

How  StAMp  Collkctino  coxmenced. — It  has  been 
stated  that  the  tirst  ooUuctions  of  postage  stamps  were 
made  in  the  sehoohuom  of  a  Paris  tutor,  who  suggested 
that  his  scholars  should  obtain  the  stumpa  of  foreign 
coimtrioa  and  plaoe  them  on  the  blank  pages  of  thtiir 
atlases— where  they  would  serve  to  aasist  them  in  their 
geographical  studies. 

BIiNDiNO  His  Own. — "We  remember  an  Edinbursfa 
tradition  to  the  effect  that  on  the  occasion  of  a  tiro  at  the 
post-office,  a  >x»icc  was  heard,  with  a  nasal  twang  in  it, 
shouting  to  the  Hremen,  *  Play  on  the  Kirkiutolloch  bag! ' 
The  poor  fellow  had  posted  a  letter  directed  to  that  town, 
and  it  naturally  was  to  him  the  supreme  point  of  interest 
in  the  conflagration. 

A  *  Registered'  IIandstamp  simihir  In  all  respects  to 
the  postmarks  is  now  iu  use  at  the  London  bi:ftriet 
Post-offices.  The  outer  cireU*  of  the  stamps  eiicb^ses  the 
inscription  regl«>tkred  s.  w.  d.  o. — South  WesttTO 
District  Office  (or  otherwise  as  the  ea.se  may  be\  and  in 
the  centre  is  the  date.  The  impression  is' made  Iu  the 
right  luuul  up|>er  corner  of  the  envelope  on  payment  of 
the  registmtion  fee. 
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A  Poey-oryicv  Machjne.— Any  one  vho  eees  the 
letters  and  papers  pilvd  up  eyery  uight  at  the  LoDdon 
Po«t-office,  would  be  inclined  to  fancy  that  it  Would  take 
a  week's  work  only  to  get  everything  in  readinest  for  a 
start.  Well !  two  hours  later  tnese  masses  of  written  or 
printed  paper  take  their  flight  to  all  parts  of  the  known 
world,  b^ing  carried  to  the  various  railway  stations  in 
small  red-painted  carts.  It  is  tntc  that  mechanism  conies 
to  the  assistance  of  hands ;  a  Jacob's  ladder,  that  extends 
through  nil  the  floors^  is  constantly  enguuged  in  usccuding 
and  descending,  bearing  with  it  men  andpackages.  It  is 
very  curious  to  see  the  st45ps  of  this  ladder  appear  at 
eveiT  moment,  as  if  in  an  English  pantomime.  At  first 
the  feet  of  a  man  arc  visible  at  the  ceiline,  then  his  en- 
tire body  is  gmdually  displayed,  until  he  disappears  again 
beneadi  the  boards,  and  is  soon  followed  oy  another. 
Each  step  of  this  double  staircase,  which  is  animated  by 
a  rotary  movement,  reaches  the  ground  floor  of  tire 
building  in  its  turn,  thea  movies  a  step  forward,  rests  oa 
the  ground  to  give  the  men  time  to  remove  the  sack  it 
hears,  and  then  proceeds  of  its  own  accord  to  another  part 
of  the  ladder,  wnen  it  ascends  again. — English  at  home. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  UNKNOWN  UUSSIAN  STAMP. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collectou's  MAOjtziNE.' 

Sib,— The  stamp  mentioned  in  your  September  number, 
and  about  which  you  ask  the  question,  '  Can  you  tell  us 
what  it  is  ? '  is  Russian,  and,  I  believe,  a  postage  stump. 
I  have  one  similar  to  the  one  engraved  in  your  magazine, 
and  another  blue  with  a  ground  of  diagonally-erossed 
pink  lines ;  it  is  nmch  like  the  pink  one,  the  oift'erence 
Deing  that  the  eagle  is  above  the  steamsbin,  with  p 
on  ^  left  side,  and  o  on  the  right  of  it:  oclow  the 
steaiuer  is  n.  N.  T.  in  an  ovel.  Both  mine  are  un- 
obliteruted;  thev  were  seiit  to  me  bv  a  friend  frotu 
Alexandria,  as  '  Uussian  postage  stamps.^ 

Hoping  this  may  be  of  some  use, 

I  remain,  yours  respectfully, 

King's  Teignton,  W.  C.  G.  F. 


THE  HONDUU.VS  STAMPS. 
To  the  Effitorof  the  ^Stami'-Collkctok's  Magazine.' 

Sin, — Having  read  the  description  of  the  Honduras 
stamps  contained  in  the  August  number  of  the  Utainp' 
Cotlvetor* s-Miigazine^  and  compared  it  with  the  stomps 
themseires,  I  did  not  feel  quite  satisfied  therewitn, 
as  the  design  does  not  api>ear  to  me  to  be  so  anomalous 
as  it  might  do  at  tirst  sight. 

I  derive  fi-om  an  examination  of  the  stamps  the  idea 
that  the  legend  i>i<M»  ixiox  Y  ltbeutad  explains  the 
di^sign:  thus,  there  u  the  triangle  for  digs;  the  two 
castles  conneetcHl  together  by  the  arch  signifying  umojc  ; 
and  udrktad  being  designated  by  the  Cap  of  Liberty 
summnded  by  rays,  resting  on  the  conical  mountain: 
the  sea  in  the  foreground  representing  the  Buy  of 
Honduras. 

As,  no  doubt,  other  philatelists  as  well  as  myself  like  to 
know  all  the  particulars  to  be  obtained  as  to  stmups, 
I  bi-g  leave  to  trespass  a  little  fiulher  on  your  si)ace, 
to  ask  tli«*se  collectors  who  may  be  learned  i\\  Arabic  or 
Turkish  if  they  would  be  so  kind  as  to  translate  the 
legends  of  both  the  old  and  new  series  of  tlie  Turkish 
stamps  for  us;  I  myself,  and,  I  have  uo  doubt,  many 
others  would  be  glad  to  receive  this  iufunnation. 

I  remain,  sir,  yours  truly, 

We*tmihster,  AV.  E.  H. 


THE  HISTOEY  OF  THE  V.  R.  OFFICIAL. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  ^Stamp-Collectok's  Magazine.' 

Sia,— Observing  that  in  last  month*s  magazine  you 
expressed  a  wish  for  information  respecting  the  V.R. 
penny  uoatage  label,  I  hasten  to  send  you  the  following. 
The  V.ii.  penny  postage  stamps  are  stamps  printed  from 
the  first  plate  engraved,  and  were  intended,  I  believe, 
to  have  been  issu^  to  the  Government  Hepailment  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  the  official  postage ;  the  V.R. 
being  inaerted  to  distijiguish  them  from  the  ordinary 
labels,  so  as  to  nrevent  any  one  using  them  for  his 
private  corresponaenee.  Thej'  were  never  issued,  as  it 
was  ultimately  determined  to  allow  official  letters  to  be 
franked  by  Uie  signature  of  the  dispatching  officer. 
Some  few  of  tliese  stamps,  however,  were  printed,  and 
some  cancelled,  in  order  that  experiments  might  be  tried 
with  several  kinda  of  obliterating  inks  which  luid  been 
suggested,  and  a  8i)ecimeu  whidx  hsis  been  mentioned 
to  me  as  cancelled  with  concentric  rings  is  one  of  these. 

The  sixpemiy  and  shilling  embossed  staaip«  without 
date,  and  the  tenpeauy  stamp^  were  all  adhesive  labels, 
and;  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  never  were  printed  on 
envelopes. 

The  penny  embonod  eii%'elope8  without  any  colour,  are 
simply  imperfect  accidental  stiimps.  In  embossing  the 
envelopes,  sometimes  In-  accident  two  are  put  into  tho 
same  machine  at  once,  tne  upper  one  of  course  receiting 
the  ink,  though  both  get  embossed,  llicse  spoilt  ones 
are  always  destroyed  at  the  stump-office  if  detected,  but 
occasionally  one  or  two  get  overlooked  and  come  into  tho 
hands  of  the  public. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  obediently, 

General  Post-office,  PEAliSON  HILL. 

THE  FRANKFORT  STAMP,  ETC. 
To  the  Eiitor  of  tite  *  STA>fp-CoLLEcrroR'8  Maoazixb. 

Dear  Sir. — ^The  reason  for  my  considering  it  a  moot 
point  whether  the  Frankfort  Htamp  should  be  included  in 
collections  or  not  (see  Stamp- Collector' s  Magazine  for 
Auffust  1,  1865,  page  127)  is  that  this  stamp  is  not  used 
exclusively  for  uie  prepayment  of  postage,  but  also  for 
the  payment  oi  a  duty  on  newspapers,  which  is  still 
levied  in  the  town  of  Fnuikfort.  The  \  ustriuii  *  Mercury ' 
stamps  should,  I  think,  decidedly  be  admissible  in 
albums,  as  they  are  used  exclusively  for  preiiayiueut  of 
postage,  but  I  do  not  think  that  the  sauie  thing  applies 
to  the  *armd*  newspaper  stump.  It  was  only  lately  that 
I  discovered  the  use  of  these  stamps.  Whilst  stapng  at 
Vienna  a  short  time  ago,  I  received  an  English  news- 
paper (the  postage  of  which  was  prepaid)  and  on 
exuuiiniug  the  cover,  I  found  on  it  not  only  the  sufficient 
number  of  Englisli  stamps,  but  also  a  brown  2  kremser 
newspaper  stomp  of  the  'arms*  issue  of  Austria.  I  was 
told  that  this  stump  indicated  the  amount  of  muuev 
required  in  payment  of  the  duty  on  newspapers,  which 
has  not  yet  been  abolished  in'  Austria  Vou  nill  see 
by  thid,  that  theser  labels  (for  the  same  thing,  of  course, 
applies  to  the  I  and  4  ka*uzer  stamps)  arc  not  at  all  used 
forj)ostal  purposes. 

The  letters  h.r.z.o.l.  on  the  Holstein  stamps  signify 
Het'soglicA  (ducal),  and  the  letters  F.R.M.  on  the  tirst  and 
F.R.M.R  K.  on  the  second  issue  stand  for  Ervimatke 
(postage-stamp)  schilling  c.r.t.  means  Schilling  Courant 
(tlie  currency  of  Schleswig-Holstein),  S.R.M.  means  6'^//- 
liitg  Rigs  Mduxe  (a  Danish  coin),  and  s.l.m.,  Schilling 
Laucnoarger  Miinze  (Lsiuenburg  curreucyj,  \\  Schilling 
Courant,  or  4  Skilling  Ri^s  Mtinxe,  or  U  Scnilling  Laueu- 
burger  Munze,  is  the  equivalent  of  an  English  penny. 

O^tviid,  Jie/gium,  F.  L. 
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THE  NEW  MOLDO-WALLACHIAN  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazinb.' 

Deau  Sir, — As  Mr.  Pemberton  asserts  that  there  are 
no  differences  between  the'  earlier  and  later  printed  new 
Moldo-Wallachian  stamps  except  such  as  arise  from  the 
latter  being  more  *  strongly  printed,'  I  beg  to  enclose  for 
your  inspection  three  varieties  of  the  2  paras  and  two  of 
the  20  paras,  in  proof  of  my  statement  that  *the  new 
Moldo-Wallachian  stamps  nare  been  re-engraved,  or 
else  are  engraved  from  more  than  one  die;  that  is  to 
say,  that  not  only  is  each  value  separatelv  engraved,  but 
that  there  were  two  or  more  dies  of  each  value  differing 
from  each  other. 

On  comparing  the  first-named  varieties,  you  will  see 
that  there  are  three  colours;  yellow-ochre  the  first 
issued,  and  light  chrome  yellow,  and  orange  which  I 
received  at  the  same  time,  and  which  are,  I  believe, 
cotemporancously  issued,  and  alike  in  every  respect  but 
colour.  You  will  also  see  that  between  the  first  issued 
and  tiie  other  two,  there  are  several  differences,  notably 
in  the  size  and  nodtion  of  the  comer  figures,  and 
generally  of  the  letters  of  the  words  forming  the  in- 
scription, and  in  the  outline  of  the  oval  disc,  'ilie  hair 
at  tne  side  of  the  head  \b  also  curled  in  the  later  emission, 
whilst  in  the  earlier,  it  is  straight  and  inclining  to  the 
left. 

In  the  20  paras  the  lines  forming  the  background 
in  the  first  issue  are  much  finer  and  closer  together  than 
in  those  lately  printed,  and  there  are  also  the  differences 
between  the  expression  of  the  countenance  in  the  two 
issues  referred  to  in  my  letter  in  the  July  number  of  the 
Utamp-Cotleetoi^ B  Magazine^ 

The  two  varieties  of  the  5  paras  which  I  cannot  now 
put  my  hand  on,  present  similar  though  slighter  difier- 
ences. 


I  am,  dear  air,  yours  faithfullv, 

OVEKY  TAYLOE. 


(On  flzamlnat!on  of  th«  Tarioai  n>e«lmeiui  llluMrmilvp  of  our  Talui>d 
eormpondent'ii  eomiiianieation,  w«  have  much  ploHsura  In  eudondug  all 
hi«  remarlu  thereupon.— Ed.] 


«N0  NAME'  AGAIN! 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 
Sir,— As  the  possessor  of  the  anonymous  individual 
above  referred  to,  I  may  be  able  to  add  somewhat  to  the 
information  contained  in  your  last  month's  article  thereon. 
I  obtained  this  stamp  by  exchange  from  Mr.  Thornton 
Lewes  about  four  years  ago.  He  nad  it  from  a  native  of 
Van  Diemen's  land  who  guaranteed  its  origin,  and, 
certainly  Mr.  Lewes  himself  did  not  appear  to  have  any 
doubt  about  its  being  a  genuine  affair. 

In  addition  to  this  certificate  of  birth,  the  stamp  has  on 
its  face  the  precise  obliterating  mark  of  the  Tasmanian 
stamps ;  ana  the  head  of  the  Queen,  far  from  resembling 
that  of  the  St.  Helena  or  South  Australian  issues,  is 
strikingly  like  that  on  the  first  issue  of  Van  Diemen's 
Land  ;  tnough,  unlike  the  penny  and  fourpenny,  it  turns 
to  left.  Mauritius  is  the  only  other  country  the  portrait 
on  whose  earlier  stamps  resembles  the  one  in  question. 
Both  Dr.  Gray  and  M.  Berger-Levrault  have  seen  the 
'ten pence,'  which  was  also  closely  examined  by  M.  de 
Saulay  and  a  party  of  collectors  at  Paris,  and  compared 
{a&  to  the  obliterating  mark)  with  genuine  used  stamps. 
The  result  was  an  universal  expression  of  opinion  in 
favour  of  my  nameless  friend.  It  is  worthy  of  remark 
that  in  colour  it  corresponds  with  the  tenpennv  English, 
and.  nearly,  with  the  tenpenny  Ceylon.  After  having 
mysel!  read  an  official  deuiul  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
of  the  existence  at  any  time  in  use  of  either  blue  penny 
or  red  fourpenny,   1  do  not  think  such  disclaimers  of 


much  worth :  still,  I  am  rather  disposed  to  think  that  the 
*tenpence'  may,  after  all,  have  only  been  r  vropot^. 
I  should  add  that  there  are  on  two  sides  of  the  stamp 
portions  of  other  obliterating  marks,  but  whether  it  was 
an  envelope  or  adhesive  I  know  not. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 
London.  W.  H.  H. 


ANSWERS   TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Sydxky.— Your  stamp  is  apparently^  a  miniature  copv 
of  the  five-shilling  label,  perhaps  designed,  like  the  well- 
known  dwarfed  French  10  centimes,  &c.,  for  a  price  mark. 

ErcuiffAi}},  Uugby.— The  stamp  you  describe  is  a 
French  receipt  label.— Your  description  of  the  hand- 
stamp  of  our  English  Admiralty  is  quite  correct.  We 
believe  we  have  formerly  expressed  our  opinion  that 
it  may  with  propriety  be  included  in  a  legitimate 
collection  of  postage  stamps. 

R.  T.  S.— Most  probabli^'  when  our  first-class  collectors 
have  raised  their  collections  to  a  satisfactory  state  of 
completion,  they  will  turn  attention  to  such  stamps  afi 
the  one  you  specify,  inscribed,  TaEAscttBB  of  victoeia. 

E.  C.  W.— The  ins  ription  k.  k.  post  stempkl  is 
denotive  of  an  Austrian  stamp,  whether  in  Austria 
Proper,  or  Venetia. 

R.  W. — The  price  of  a  cancelled  specimen  of  the 
red  J-anna  of  India  being  a  guinea-and-a-half,  the  aum  of 
three  guineas  may  be  a  fair  price  for  one  unused. 

Alice.— The  C.  Van  Diemen  stamps  of  Uambmng  were 
issued  in  the  summer  of  1864,  and  an  engraving  of  the 
1  schg.  was  given  in  No.  19  of  the  Stamp^CMector' s 
Magazine. 

Novice,  Ryde.— Touching  the  Irish  Petty  SeflsioQa' 
stamps,  which,  by  the  way,  are  handsome,  weU-engraved 
labels,  we  are  as  much*  a  novice  as  yourself.  We 
understand,  however,  that  they  are  still  current,  and 
surmise  that  they  may  be  used  as  receipt  stamps  for 
court  fees. 

H.  H.  H. — Many  thanks  for  the  stamps  you  kindly 
forwarded,  and  which  are  elsewhere  noticea. 

J.  J.  B.  M,  Edinbui-gh.— We  think  that  not  only  the 
Wiirtemberg,  but  all  envelopes  ought  to  be  placed  uncut 
in  albums;  they  may  be  either  fixed  by  the  adhesive 
tongues,  or  conhned  by  bands. — The  work  on  forged 
stamps  reviewed  in  our  present  number,  and  that  of 
Messrs.  Lewes  and  Pemberton,  will  be  your  best  niides 
for  distinguishing  the  reality  from  the  pretence. — Fnmch 
stamps  at  prescut  are  employed  on  letters  fi*oin  Egypt  to 
certain  quarters. — We  repv-atour  opinion  that  all  sUmps 
franking  letters  are  adiuisaible  by  the  tiuibrouhiluit. — 
If  newspaper  stamps  are  included  by  a  coliectw  in 
his  album,  the  stamp  you  allude  to  is  a  decided  variety. 

Henry  Benson. — We  suppose  the  Livoniaus  had  not 
attainted  the  privilege  of  representing  their  arms  at  the 
date  of  publication  of  LciUier's  thii-d  edition. 

B.  K.  T. —  The  infonnation  you  require  you  will  find 
in  the  article  entitled  '  Timbro-poslal  Statistiea,*  at 
page  60  of  the  present  volume. 

R.  D. — Having  examined  th:'  stamp  you  refer  to  with 
a  strong  magnifying  glass,  we  still  incUbe  to  the  opiniuo 
that  the  date  wils  1863. 

A.  M.  D. — Your  inquiry  concerning  the  history  of  the 
V.  R  oflScial  we  are  happy  to  be  able  to  answer  mure 
satisfactorily  than  a  similar  question  to  which  we  replied 
last  month  On  reference  to  our  Correspondence  coluiun, 
you  will  see  that  Mr.  Pearson  Hill  had  fuvounsl  us 
with  an  authentic  accouut  of  that  rare  and  valuable 
stamp. 
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POSTAQE-STAMP  DEVICES. 

BY    OVERT  TAYLOR. 

Both  amusement  and  mstmction  are  de- 
rivable from  the  devices  which  beautify,  or 
'ughfy,*  our  favourite  study — stamps.    Great 

variety  is  found  amongst 
them,  representations  of  a 
number  of  bipeds,  quadru- 
peds, and  other  animals  are 
given,  together  with  emble- 
matical figures,  mythologi- 
cal deities,  and  inanimate 
things.  Giving  the  pre- 
ference to  the  human  face 
divine,  we  will  turn  our  attention  to  the 
portraits  of  the  goddess  of  liberty,  whose 
head  appears  on  the  emission  of  the  French 
Republic.  We  give  an  engraving  of  it,  and 
need,  therefore,  say  nothing  of  its  ap- 
pearance: its  appropriateness  is  patent. 
Whether  the  portrait  is  strictly  in  accordance 
with  mythological  tradition;  whether  the 
head  should  have  been  encircled  with  a 
wreath  formed  of  ears  of  com,  from  which 
should  hang  a  bunch  of  grapes,  we  know 
not,  but  incline  to  believe  that  the  author 
intended  by  those  ornaments  to  typify  the 
prosperity  which  follows  on  free  govern- 
ment. 

A  full-length  effigy  of  the  goddess  is  given 
on  the  beautifol  Liberian  stamps;  and  also 
on  the  stamps  of  Trinidad  and  Barbados, 

and  the  old  issue  of  Mau- 
ritius, where  she  appears 
with  her  proper  accompani- 
ments, her  rod  and  cap; 
though  in  placing  the 
Ij  latter  on  her  head  the  en- 
\\  gravers  have  not  copied 
from  the  ancient  statues. 
In  those  which  stood  in  the 
temple  erected  for  her  worship  on  Mount 
Aventine,  she  was  represented  holding  in 
one  hand  the  rod,  and  in  the  other  the  cap. 
Both  these  articles  have  a  particular  meaning. 
The  rod  was  used  by  the  magistrates  of  Rome 
on  the  manumission  of  slaves,  and  the  cap 
was  worn  by  the  latter  on  their  obtaining 
liberty — only  free  men  being  permitted  to 
cover  their  heads.  The  engravers  have 
also  given  the  goddess  a  shield,  and  placed 


a  ship   in   full   sail   on   her  left — additions 
which  commend  themselves. 
.  We  are  aware  that  in  all  catalogues  the 
figure    on    the   Barbados,    Mauritius,    and 
Trindad  issues  is   stated   to  be   Britannia; 
but  we  submit,  with  all  deference,  that  this 
statement  is   incorrect.      We   have   shown 
that  both  the  colonial  and  Liberian  portraits 
are  endowed  with  those  emblems  which  ap- 
pertain to  Libertas,  but  we  think  that  they 
have  been  mistaken  for  those  which  belong 
to  the  tutelary  deity  of  England.     The  rod 
or  spear  has  been  looked  upon  as  the  equiva- 
lent of  the  trident,  and  the  cap  of  the  helmet 
which    is    always    Britannia^s   head   dress. 
Any  one,  however,  provided  with  the  requi- 
site  copper,   will,  on   comparison,   see   the 
various  differenca<i  between  the  effigy  repre- 
sented  on  them  and   that   on   the   colonial 
stamps.     On  the  coins  Britannia  is  repre- 
sented seated  on  the  shield ;  her  position  is 
diflferent  from  what  it  is  on  the  stamps,  her 
drapery  is  disposed  in  a  diffierent  manner, 
she  has  no  chain  round  her  neck,  and  she  is 
surrounded  by  water.    The  sole  resemblance 
is  in  the  two  shields,  each  of  which  bears 
the  eight-rayed  cross  upon  it,  though  the 
one  on  the  stamp  shows  it  very  faintly. 

Moreover,  there  is  greater  reason,  we  think, 
why  the  colonies  should  adopt  the  figure  of 
Liberty  than  that  of  Britannia  for  their 
stamps,  seeing  the  large  measure  of  freedom 
they  possess :  of  which  Britannia  is  not,  in 
itself,  symbolical.  We  advance  our  views, 
however,  with  diffidence,  having  but  lately 
found  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the 
common  opinion,  and  are  still  open  to 
reconversion. 

The  heads  and  caps  of  liberty  on  the 
numerous  South  American  stamps  are  indi- 
cations of  the  spirit  which  animates,  or  has 
animated,  the  nations  of  that  continent.  All 
the  independent  republics  of  the  present 
day  were  once  part  and  parcel  of  the 
Spanish  colonies,  and  hard  and  long-continued 
struggles  were  needed  to  free  them  from  the 
yoke  of  an  effete  monarchy.  By  the  in- 
habitants of  those  vast  regions,  therefore, 
liberty  is  appreciated,  and  its  emblems  are 
placed  upon  their  stamps  and  flags. 

Buenos  Ayres  has  a  tolerably  good  *  head,' 
and  Corrientes  an  intolerably  bad  one ;  whilst 
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the  Argentine  Bepablic  wae  conteot  with  the 
cap  on  its  old  issaee,  and  tho  New  Grana- 
dians  contiaae  to  exhibit  this  emblem.  It 
is,  however,  an  exeroiee  of  feith  to  believt 
that  a  cap  is  rntended  to  be  represented  on 
any  of  these  stanips. 

Hercary,  the  Ewift  and  aharp,  has  hardly 
received   the  attention  which    might   have 

I  been  eipcted.  He  appears, 
appropriately  enoD^h,  on  the 
stamps  of  the  country  where 
of  old  he  was  worshipped  ; 
and  Anatria  patronised  him 
for  one  series  of  newspaper 
stamps,  Bnt  no  other 
country  has  placed  a  repre- 
sentation of  him  on  its  stamps,  though  Spain 
makes  nse  of  his  eadneetu  as  a  comer  orna- 
ment in  its  1860  issue. 

The  Grecian  series  of  stamps  has  always 
received  the  highest  praise  for  its  beauty; 
on  these  Mercury,  or,  to  use  his  Greek 
title,  Hermes,  is  drawn  with  a  Grecian 
profile,  but  on  the  coarse  Austrian  Btamps 
ho  is  represented  lftckin<j;  a  god-like  ap- 
pearance— with  a  rough  Roman  nose  and 
coarse  plough-boy  features.  The  winged 
cap,  called  pel/reiin,  which  in  these  stamp 
portraits  adorns  his  head,  was  given  him  by 
Jupiter ;  and  by  its  aid,  con])led  with  that 
of  the  wings  (hlarln)  on  his  feet,  which  he 
received  from  the  same  sonrce,  he  was  able 
to  pass  with  the  utmost  swiftness  throngh 
heaven.  If  need  were,  he  could  make  him- 
self invisible,  and  he  waa  permitted  to 
assume  any  shape  he  liked.  His  rod,  the 
cndiiceus,  he  received  from  Apollo,  in  ex- 
change for  the  lyre  which  he  had  invented. 
The  top  of  this  rod  with  its  two  wings, 
symbolical  of  diligence,  is  drawn  in  the  left 
lower  corner  of  the  Spanish  stamps  of  1860, 
and  is  the  portion  most  appropriiite  to  be 
shown,  as  the  serpents  which  twine  aronnd 
the  lower  part  are  typical  of  mercantile 
pmdence  only. 

There  are,  we  believe,  no  other  deities 
represented  on  postage  stamps  ;  bnt  those  to 
whom  we  have  referred  fumiwh  instances  of 
tho  information  which  may  be  derived  from 
onr  fevourites.  The  majority  of  stamp  de- 
vices remain  to  be  noticed,  and  we  hope  to 
continue  onr  remarks  on  them  next  month. 


'A  CHOICE  ASSORTMENT  WITHIN.' 

The  following  timbroKeteal  adVentnre,  if  not 
true,  yet  TOry  llk^y,  snd  rather  amoeitt^, 
appeared  a  abort  time  since  in  Maury's 
French  m^azine. 

'  Sir,'  said  a  cnstomer  of  ours  the  other 
morning,  entering  onr  place  of  bnsinees. 
'  I  have  just  met  with  a  wondorflil  piece  of 
lack :  'twaa  scarcely  fair  to  go  elsewhere, 
but  you  know  collectors  must  look  every- 
where; andrummagingabont,  they  sometimes 
get  wonderliil  ben^ams  where  one  would 
least  expect :  lode  here  now ;  only  this  very 
morning  1  had  the  curiosity  to  enter  a  cigar 
shop,  close  by,  on  my  way  to  your  place.' 

He  went  on  to  say  that  after  having 
looked  over  several  sheets  full  of  notbing 
but  common  stamps  and  &leitieR,  he  came 
upon  something  worth  having,  which  the 
poor  shopkeeper  little  thought  he  bad  for 
sale.  He  then  asked  me  how  much  I 
wanted  for  a  600  roia  Italic  Brazil.  I  told 
him  from  15  to  20  francs.  And  for  A  90, 
large  figures?  I  said  that  depended  on  the 
condition  of  the  specimen ;  say  from  10  to 
15  frai    ). 

'  And  a  blae  provisional  Naples,  with  the 
three  legs,  the  lioree,  and  the  Klies  ? ' 

I  replied  that  such  a  stamp,  at  present, 
was  BO  exceedingly  rare,  that  I  thonght 
neither  it  nor  the  others  he  mentioned  could 
be  met  with  at  a  tobacconist's. 

'  Well,  you  are  jnst  wrong,  there  they 
were,  and  the  proof  ie,  that  fitr  the  trifling 
sum  of  half  a  nap.,  I  bagged  them,  and,  at 
this  very  moment,  here  they  are  snug  in  my 

I  assured  him  be  must  have  been  taken 
in;  but  was  told  to  look  first  at  the  Nea- 
politan. There  was  no  need  of  amicroBOope 
to  discover  that  tlmt  was  false.  He  owned  be 
had  had  his  doubts  about  it^  for  2  fraaos  was 
a  low  figure  for  snch  a  rarity-. 

'A  fictitious  stamp,*  I  remarked,  'is  not 
worth  2  centimes ;  moreover  disgntoes  an 
album,  and  proves  how  gre^i  must  be  its 

'What  about  this Braiilian  90,  then?  ' 
It  seemed  to  me  right  enon^ ;  geuuine 
stamps,  at  first  glance,  prove  their  anthen- 
ticity   befbre   anything  of  a  judge.      Still 
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there  seemed  a  peculiarity  aJboat  the  cancel- 
ling mark,  which  looked  unusually  dark. 
We  thought  it  mi|j^ht  have  been  blacked  for 
some  purpose,  and  sending  for  warm  water, 
soon  detected  the  state  of  tlie  case.  Lo  and 
behold  !  a  nice  piece  of  trickery- — the  figure 
nine  gently  detached  itself  from  tlie  rest  of 
the  stamp,  and  floated  solus  on  the  sui'&ce 
of  the  waAer ! 

My  friend  could  not  comprehend  why  a 
portion  of  the  stamp  had  been  cut  out  pui-ely 
for  tke  sake  of  sticking  it  together  again ; 
but  I  soon  unravelled  tl>e  mystery  for  him, 
and  explained  t\\sJb  the  apparent  90  was 
really  a  60,  scarcely  worth  a  third  part  of 
the  other.  The  fact  was^  the  figure  six  had 
been  neatly  cut  out»  turned  upside  down, 
and  made  to  do  duty  for  a  nine;  a  little 
Indian  ink  had  been  used  to  darken  a  few 
suspicious  plaoeS)  and  the  trick  was  done  I 

'  What  bare&Lced  swindling !  But  look  at 
my  600 ;  there  is  no  doubt  at  all  about  that, 
and  you  told  me  yourself  it  is  very  rare.  I 
bought  it  for  a  r^  faO'SmlleJ* 

I  saw  directly  it  was  a  photograph,  and 
asked  him  how  he  could  hav^e  been  so  silly 
as  to  buy  it.  He  replied  he  thought  a  fii^c- 
simile  was  a  sort  of  rare  variety,  and  owned 
it  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  beard  the 
word  mentioned.  Upon  this  I  had  to  ex- 
plain, what  I  thought  every  body  knew,  that 
liao-simile  was  only  another  word  for  imita- 
tion. ^  The  unlucky  amateur  bad  jGBmcied 
it  was  some  technical  term,  like  oblitera- 
tioso,  for  instance,  and  added  that  he  might 
as  well  have  thrown  his  10  francs  into  the 
street. 

I  advised  him  to  go  and  make  a  formal 
complaint  at  the  police-office,  and  the 
knavififa  vendor  would  soon  be  compelled  to 
refund :  in  fact,  I  had  myself  been  obliged 
to  take  that  step  not  many  days  past. 

Such  a  swindle,  however,  for  various 
reasons,  is  not  prosecuted  as  it  ought  to  be, 
people  being  diisinclined  to  the  trouble  at- 
tending the  necessary  formalities.  If  the 
victims  would  but  boldly  resist  the  imposi- 
tion, and  appeal  to  the  authorities,  the 
vendors  of  forged  stamps  would  find  them- 
selves as  amenable  to  justice,  as  the  baker 
who  uses  lalse  weights,  or  the  grocer  that 
adulterates  his  cofiee  with  chicory. 


ODDS    AND  ENDS.--II. 

DY   FENTONIA. 

LuxEMBOUKO. — At  page  32  and  also  at  pc^e  48 
we  are  told  that  the  Luxembourg  stamps 
only  do  duty  in  that  part  called  the  Grrand 
Duchy,  viz.,  in  that  portion  of  the  old 
duchy  of  Luxembourg  which,  in  1831,  when 
the  ten  southern  provinces  revolted  from 
their  allegiance  to  the  king  of  the  Nether- 
lands, and  became  the  separate  kingdom 
of  Belgium  under  the  present  venerable 
king  Leopold,  was  allotted  to  the  old  mon- 
archy, henceforth  to  be  called  Holland. 
This  part  was  still  to  be  called  the  Grand 
Duchy,  while  the  seceding  part  was  to 
be  called  the  province  of  Luxembourg. 
The  reason  why  these  stamps  are  only  used 
for  home  consumption  we  are  not  told; 
but  no  doubt  it  is,  that  as  the  Grand  Duchy 
is  only  a  province  of  Holland,  it  is  obliged  to 
acknowledge  its  allegiance  by  using  for 
all  international  {)ostage  the  stamp  issued 
for  the  kingdom  at  large. 

It  does  not  generally  strike  collectoi's 
that  the  sour-lookiug  visage,  turned  towards 
the  left,  depicted  on  the  old  Luxembourg 
stamps,  is  identical  with  the  equally  uncom- 
fortable-looking countenance,  looking  to  the 
right,  BO  well  known  to  us  on  the  obsolete 
Dutch  stamps;  yet  so  it  is.  The  Grand 
Duke  William  of  Luxembourg  is  none  other 
than  king  WilUam  III.  of  Hodland.  The 
fact  is  incidentally  mentioned  at  page  3  of  last 
year's  magazine,  and  might  perhaps  by 
a  little  stretch  of  the  imagination  be 
inferred  from  the  opening  remarks  in  Dr. 
Viner's  able  paper  (page  19)  on  Luxembourg, 
county,  duchy,  grand  duchy,  and  province. 
By-tJbe-bye,  we  do  not  agree  with  the 
writer  on  'German  Princes  and  Postage 
Stamps,'  who  asserte  that '  sitKe  the  partition 
of  the  grand  duchy  between  Holland  and 
Be^ium,  the  arms  of  the  province  are 
represented  instead  of  the  grand  duke's 
head.*  Surely  the  partition  of  Luxembourg 
was  decided  on  at  the  Conference  in  London 
in  1831,  and  finally  settled  by  the  Treaty  of 
London,  signed  April,  1839 — a  year  before 
postage  stamps  were  adoptedL,  even  in 
England.  The  real  reason  for  the  change 
may   probably   be   fouud  in    the   following 
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paragraph,  which  appeared  in  a  London 
paper  iu  the  autumn  of  1863.  '  Most  of  the 
continental  postage  stamps  which  were 
formerly  illustrated  with  the  likenesses  of 
.the  rulers,  have  now  the  arms  of  the  countries 
substituted  instead  of  the  heads.'  Thus 
the  example  of  their  greater  neighbours, 
rather  than  political  motives,  may  have 
caused  the  change. 

Nova  Scotia. — Our  slender  botanical  know- 
ledge is  sadly  overtaxed  to  discover  the 
distinctive  name  of  the  '  may-flower,'  which 
a  writer  from  Nova  Scotia  assures  us  is 
the  original  of  the  fourth  emblem  on  the  old 
Nova  Scotian  stamps.  The  name  is  of 
course  only  associated  iu  English  minds  with 
the  Hawthorn  (Crakegus  oxycutUhus),  the 
haws  on  which  are  this  year  so  abundant 
that,  if  they  tell  truth,  we  are  to  have  a  very 
severe  winter.  In  desperation  we  jumped 
to  the  conclusion  it  might  be  the  May-apple 
(Podophyllum)  J  a  North  American  plant  long 
known  in  England,  but  on  glancing  at  a 
representation  of  it  the  idea  at  once  became 
untenable.  Till  Mr.  Taylor,  in  *  Notes  on 
North  American  Colonial  Stamps,'  threw 
a  doubt  on  the  subject,  we  were  happy 
and  contented  with  Bellars  and  Davie's 
information  that  it  was  the  tobacco  plant. 
Tobacco  is  or  was  largely  manufactured 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Halifax,  but  whether 
cultivated  on  the  island  or  imported  from 
'  old  Virginny '  we  have  been  unable  to 
learn.  There  were  some  fine  specimens  of 
the  tobacco  plant  (Ntcotlana  tahacum)  lately 
growing  in  front  of  a  neat  cottage  not 
fer  from  the  convent  on  Durdham  down, 
near  Clifton.  The  four  upper  leaves  of 
these  enormous  plants  exactly  resemble 
those  on  the  stamp,  and  the  blossom  is 
sufficiently  like,  certainly  nearer  to  nature 
than  the  stereotyped  heraldic  rose  which 
occupies  the  opposite  corner  of  the  design. 
Bellars  and  Davie's  mistake,  if  it  be  one, 
is  therefore  highly  excusable.  Had  we 
hazarded  a  guess  ourselves  we  should  have 
said  the  device  most  nearly  resembled  an 
apple  blossom,  for  which  Nova  Scotia  is 
celebrated.  The  apple  orchards  are  very 
productive,  and  are  said  to  extend  along  the 
road  side  in  an  unbroken  line  for  thirty 
miles !    However,  in  deference  to  one  writing 


from  the  spot,  we  accept  the  theory  of  the 
may  flower,  and  should  be  glad  to  know  why 
the  Acadians  selected  it  for  their  badge,  and 
if  there  be  any  legend  connected  with  its 
adoption. 

Greece  and  Spain. — In  vol.  i.,  page  113, 
allusion  is  made  to  what  is  not  inaptly 
termed  the  whiskered  Mercuries.  It  has  not 
we  believe  been  noticed  that  there  is  also 
a  complete  set  of  whiskered  Isabellas,  dif- 
fering even  more  widely  from  theunwhiskered 
series  than  those  of  Greece.  Theunwhiskered 
Mercuries  have  lately  received  the  epithet 
of  *  Paris- printed,'  but  as  in  both  instances 
the  soft  series  preceded  the  harsh  features, 
we  should  fancy  that  in  both  cases  the  cause 
was  the  same,  viz.,  that  the  die  becoming 
somewhat  worn,  the  engraver  attempted 
renovation,  and  by  so  doing  rendered  the 
lines  coarse  and  heavy.  We  admit  both  sets 
into  our  album,  and  as  the  earlier  Isabellas  are 
on  different  tinted  paper  the  variety  is  more 
apparent  than  in  the  Greek  stamps,  the 
paper  of  which  is  in  both  sorts  much  the 
same. 

Madeira. — Various  inquiries  are  made  for 
Madeira  stamps  (see  Stamp-GoUectar's  Magct^ 
ziTie,  vol.  ii.,  p.  79),  and  at  p.  64  of  this 
year's  magazine  the  editor  ventures  a  sup- 
position that  Madeira  uses  the  stamps  of  its 
own  country  (Portugal).  Letters  from 
thence  to  England  are  prepaid  in  the  old- 
fashioned  way,  and  are  hand-stamped  j^acket 
letter ;  and  if  the  following  extract  from  the 
Fortnightly  Review  be  correct,  there  is  little 
probability  that  the  label  system  has  been 
adopted  for  internal  postage. 

WiXTRRiNO  IN  Madeira.. — Tlie  inralid  who  eontem- 
plates  8|)ciiding  a  winter  in  Madeira  must  bear  in  mind 
that  he  is  about  to  submit  to  self-imposed  transportation 
to  an  island  in  the  midst  of  the  Atlantic,  six  hundred 
niiles  from  the  nearest  port  of  eommuuic«tion  in  Europe, 
difficult  of  access,  and  still  more  difficult  to  escape  from ; 
to  an  island  which  the  wares  of  civilisation  have  not  yet 
reached,  where  there  are  no  resources  of  amusement  or 
recreation  for  mind  or  body ;  where  there  is  no  society, 
no  literature,  no  subject  for  conversation  save  sickness  and 
death;  where  communication  with  home  is  unfreqaeiit 
and  uncertain;  where  everybody  is  indifferent  to  the 
great  public  questions  which  may  be  affecting  Europe  or 
America;  where  there  is  nothing  to  excite  interest,  no 
public  question  to  discuss,  no  science  to  attract ;  where, 
in  a  word,  there  is  only  apathy,  indolence,  and  stagnation. 

The  Canary  Islands. — Thongh  it  is  pre- 
sumed that   Madeira  has  not  yet  attained 
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to  the  privilege  of  postage  stamps,  this 
supposition  does  not  apply  to  the  Canaries 
mentioned  in  the  same  sentence  as  Madeira, 
at  p.  64,  as  probably  using  the  stamps  of  the 
mother  country.  Such  proves  to  be  the 
case;  and  we  possess  a  Spanish  stamp  of  the 
'64  issue  which  is  beautifully  postmarked 
La  Palma,  Canaria,  7  Jul,  64.  The  Canaries 
belong  to  Spain,  as  Madeira  does  to 
Portugal. 

Japan. — It  is  reported  that  there  will 
soon  be  a  set  of  stamps  for  Japan.  Perhaps 
it  is  not  generally  known  that  the  HoDg 
Kong  stamps  are  now  used  at  Jeddo,  the 
capital  of  the  island  of  Niphon,  and  at 
Nangazaki,  the  capital  of  the  island  of  Kiusiu, 
which  are  the  principal  if  not  the  only 
ports  of  the  Japanese  empire  at  present  open 
to  Europeans. 

^The  United  States. — The  letter  from 
L.  H.  B.,  of  Massachusetts,  identifying  the 
portraits  on  the  United  States  stamps,  is  not 
only  particularly  satisfactory  as  coming 
from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  but 
is  also  confirmed  by  the  Times  of  August  8, 
1862,  which,  in  the  Special  Correspondent's 
letter,  dated  from  New  York,  gives  exactly 
the  same  account.  Dr.  Gray  and  Bellars  & 
Davie  both  vary  in  their  catalogues ;  while 
Mount  Brown,  more  cautious,  merely  says, 
*  heads  of  various  designs,*  which  assertion 
certainly  cannot  be  gainsaid. 

THE   STAMPS   OF  VICTORIA. 

{Continued  from  page  149). 
A  WORD  in  explanation  of  an  ambiguous 
sentence  in  the  previous  part  of  this  paper. 
The  half-length  portraits  do  not,  it  is  be- 
lieved, differ  among  themselves  in  stamps  of 
the  same  value :  thus  all  of  one  penny  are 
from  identical  plates ;  and  so  of  the  three- 
penny. The  exception  intended  to  be  re- 
ferred to,  occurs  in  the  twopence  only ; 
copies  of  which  may  (but  very  rarely)  be 
met  with  having  the  bordering  wider  than 
in  the  ordinary  stamps,  showing  that  two 
different  plates  were  in  use  for  this  value. 
These  specimens  are  of  a  dark-brown  lilac 
tint,  and  are  easily  recognized. 

THIRD   ISSUE. 

Queen   Victoria,   full   length,  enthroned; 


above,  victoria  in  a  curved  band;  postage 
on  the  step  of  the  throne ;  value  in  words 
below. 

ONE  PENNY,     green. 
SIXPENNY,       blue. 
Printed  on  paper  water-marked  with  a  six- 
pointed  Brunswick  star. 

We  have  tried,  and  in  vain,  to  discover  an 
approximate  date  for  this  series!  the  dies 
are  of  steel,  and  were,  we  believe,  engraved 
in  England.  The  printing  also,  unless  we 
are  deceived,  is  Euglish,  and  the  stamps 
were  exported  ready  for  use  abroad.  The 
watermark  in  the  paper  which  was,  at  the 
period  when  these  stamps  were  current,  in 
use  for  nearly  all  our  colonies  who  had  their 
stamps  supplied  from  the  mother  country, 
tends  strongly  to  confirm  our  information. 
A  proof  in  black  on  plain  paper,  without 
watermark,  of  the  one  penny  exists,  but  it 
may  probably  be  regarded  as  unique ;  only 
one  copy  is  known,  and  that  has  never 
passed  out  of  the  post-office,  and  its  existence 
is  not  noted  in  any  catalogue  with  which  we 
are  acquainted. 

Moant  Brown  gives  a  proof  in  black  of 
the  sixpenny ;  Berger-Levrault  does  the  like 
on  reddish  paper.  Many  black  copies  do 
unquestionably  turn  up,  most  of  them  post- 
marked: in  all  these  last,  more  or  less  of  the 
original  blue  is  traceable,  and  the  black  is 
either  the  result  of  sea  water,  accidental,  or 
designed  change.  As  to  the  proof  itself,  we 
are  not  aware  of  its  existence,  other  than 
from  the  sources  above  detailed :  it  may  pos- 
sibly exist.  As  to  the  majority  of  alleged 
examples,  one  test  will  at  once  decide :  does 
the  star- watermark  appear?  if  so,  that  is 
conclusive  against  the  specimen  being  a 
proof,  that  paper  was  only  used  for  printing 
the  stamps.  Of  course,  as  to  postmarked 
black  six  pennies,  they  carry  their  falsity  on 
their  face. 

We  are  further  inclined,  on  grounds 
sufficiently  noted  below,  to  attest  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  stamps  perforated  by  the 
roulette,  the  existence  of  which  soire  of  our 
contemporaries  assert ;  both  stamps  of  this 
issue  are  found  thus  perforated. 

FOURTH    ISSUE. 

Head  of  Queen  Victoria,  crowned  to  the 
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left;  viOTOEU  above;  postage  oa  the  left; 
STAMP  on  the  right  side  of  the  head ;  value 
in  words  below ;  coloured  impression ;  rect- 
angular. 

SIX  PENCE,  orange-yellow. 

reddish-brown. 
TWO  SHiTiLiNOS,     blue-green. 
Octagon,  enclosing  a  circle,  inscnbed  victoria, 
ONE  SHILLING ;  qu 6611*8  head,  with  plain  band 
to  left. 

ONE  SHaLiNO,    blue. 
This   series  exists  perforated  and  unperfo- 
rate«i.     The  one  shilling  blue  is  typographed ; 
as  are  all  the  others  of  the  series.    The  paper 
on  which  they  are  printed  is  plain. 

In  1861,  however,  for  some  reason  to  ns 
inscrutable,  from  the  above  die  of  the  six- 
penny was  printed  in  black  a  set  of  stamps, 
on  paper  bearing  six  pkncb  in  the  water- 
mark ;  these  stamps  were  perforated. 

SIX  PENCE,     black. 

About  the  same  period  were  also  issued 
the  too  late  and  rerjistered  stamps.  The  use 
of  the  former  was  to  prepay  an  extra  fee  for 
the  special  late  despatch  to  the  English  mail 
steamer ;  the  latter,  to  pay  tlie  registration 
foe  on  letters  to  England  Both  stamps  are 
printed  from  identical  dies;  the  former  in 
lilac  of  a  delicate  tint,  the  latter  in  rose- 
pink. 

The  device  is  queen's  head  crowned  to 
left;  victoria  above;  postage  to  left;  stamp 
to  right ;  a  curved  band  above ;  a  stmight 
one  beneath :  rectangular.  On  plain  white 
paper,  upper  corners  cut  out  in  a  curve. 
The  words  one  at  left,  shilling  at  ri^ht  in 
the  comers  under  the  head,  inscribed  in 
microscopically  minute  characters,  Moens' 
illustration  is  very  accurate  in  this  respect, 
showing  it  most  clearly  The  too-Iale  stamp 
was  completed  by  adding  in  green  letters,  on 
the  upper  band,  too  late,  and  on  the  lower, 
SIX  pence. 

The  registered  had  the  words  registered, 
one  suilling,  printed  in  blue  ink  in  the 
corresponding  position,  and  a  blue  line  bor- 
dering round  the  whole  stamp.  Proofs- of 
the  die  before  the  addition  of  the  second 
colour  exist,  printed  in  lilac;  but  are  of 
extreme  rarity  and  great  l^eauty. 

fifth  issue. 

1859.     Crowned  head  of  Queen  Victoria 


to  the  left,  in  an  oval  band;  inscribed, 
victoria  above;  value  below;  bouquet  of 
rose,  shamrock,  and  thistle  each  side  of  the 
head;  the, four  comers  filled  by  small  em- 
blematic groups.  Coloured  impression  on 
white  paper,  rectangular. 

Series  with   the  star  watermark   in  the 
paper :  not  perforated. 

ONK  PENNY,       greeo. 

deep-greon. 
FOUR  PENCE,     deep-red. 

rose. 
These  stamps  and  all  the  succeeding  types 
of  the  colony,  are  die  printed.  This  series 
is  found  perforated  both  by  the  roulette  and 
by  the  ordinary  machine.  The  emblems 
placed  at  the  four  corners  are  very  interest- 
ing- 
Above  is  a  cow  suckling  its  calf  on  the 

one  side ;  and  on  the  other,  a  vessel  in  full 
sail :  beneath,  a  palette  and  brushes,  with  a 
T  square  and  compasses  on  the  left  hand ; 
while  the  fourth  comer  bears  the  spade  and 
pickaxe,  and  other  implements  of  masonry 
and  toil.  The  design  shows  a  happy  combi- 
nation of  agriculture,  commerce,  labour,  and 
art,  solid  elements  in  the  material  and  visible 
progress  of  this  most  promising  offshoot  of 
our  old  Anglo-Saxon  stock. 

Series  on  plain  paper,  not  perforated. 

ONE  PENNY,       green. 

TWO  PENCE,       light- lilac. 

FOUR  PENCE,      rose. 
This  scries   also  exists,   perforated  in  both 
manners. 

Series  on  laid  paper. 

ONE  PENNY,       green. 

TWO  PENCE,       violet. 

FOUR  PENCE,      rose. 
The  lines  of  the  paper  in  this  series  are  as 
often  horizontal  as  vertical,  and  the  stamps 
are  always  perforated  either  by  the  roulette 
or  the  perforating  machine. 

Series  watermarked  with  value  in  words 
at  length. 

ONE  pennt,       green. 

TWO  PENCE,  lilac. 
The  existence  of  a  fourpenny  rose  lias  yet  to 
be  proved,  but  it  is  extremely  probable  that 
it  exists.  In  this  issue  are  to  be  met  with 
some  of  those  curious  and  interesting  speci- 
mens,  which  give  a  special  charm  to  the 
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pursuit  of  the  plialatelist,  and  grace  his 
collection.  In  using  tlie  watermarked  paper, 
the  printers  have  made  various  mistakes, 
and  stamps  from  the  two  pence  die  printed 
on  paper  watermarked  three  pence  are  to 
be  met  with,  as  well  as  other  similar  errors. 
From  this  series  all  the  stamps  of  the  colony 
are  perforated. 

The  last  stamps  of  this  issue  were  printed 
on  paper  watermarked  with  a  figure  of  the 
value,  formed  by  one  single  line. 
TWO  pence,      brown-violet. 

like- violet, 
violet. 
The   shades    vary    extremely    in    different 
specimens. 

SJXTH   issue. 

Head  of  Queen  Victoria,  with  diadem  to 
left,  in  oval  band,  divided  into  two  rings ; 
the  inner  riug  pearled,  the  outer  bearing 
vicTOEiA  POSTAGE  above,  value  in  words  be- 
neath ;  an  oval  on  each  side  displaying  the 
value  in  a  figure,  angles  rounded,  edge 
undulating.  Coloured  impression  on  white 
paper,  rectangular. 

Senes  value  in  watermark  in  words  at 
length. 

THREE  PENCE,    azure-blue. 

deep-blue. 
FOUR  PENCE,      rose. 
SIX  PENCE,         yellow. 

orange, 
grey- black. 
The  sixpence  orange  is  of  extreme  scarce- 
ness, and  such  a  thing  as  an  unused  copy  is 
hardly  to  be  met  with,  probably  the  black 
sixpence  almost  immediately  supplanted  it, 
hence  its  rarity. 

Series  on  plain  paper. 

THREE    PENCE,      blue. 

FOUR  PENCE,       rose. 
Paper  watermarked  with  large  figure  of  value, 
drawn  by  one  single  line. 

FOUR  PENCE,       rose. 
Laid  paper. 

THREEPENCE,  blue. 

We  also  possess  a  fourpence,  rose,  of  this 
series,  watermarked  diagonally,  with  the 
words  at  length,  '  five  shillings.*  This 
watermarked  value  corresponding  to  that 
of  no  stamp  used  in  the  colony  for  postal 
purposes,  has  given  occasion  to  many  con- 


jectures. The  most  plausible,  according  to 
our  way  of  thinking,  is  to  regard  it  as  the 
end  stamp  of  the  row  ;  the  watermark  being 
that  of  the  value  of  the  entire  row :  for  we 
know  fifteen  stamps  went  to  the  row  in  the 
sheet,  thus  formmg  a  total  of  68.  The 
diagonal  direction  of  the  watermark  also 
appears  to  favour  this  idea ;  all  the  values 
being  in  straight  lines  with  the  stamp. 

ONE   PENNY. 

In  1862  a  stamp  of  this  value  was  issued, 
head  of  Queen  Victoria  to  left,  crowned,  in 
oval  band ;  inscribed  Victoria  one  penny  ; 
corners  filled  with  undulating  interlacing 
lines.  Coloured  impression,  rectangular, 
light  green. 

ONE  penny,  green.  This  stamp  is  found 
on  paper,  watermarked  as  under. 

A.  plain  paper. 

B.  ONE    PENNY. 

1863.   C.     figure  '  1 '  drawn  by  single  line. 

D.  figure  *1 '  drawn  by  double  lines, 
c.  is  found  in  two  distinct  shades  of  green, 
light  and  dark. 

Mount  Brown  catalogues  the  penny  green 
with  emblems  in  hlack,  and  this  penny  in 
chocolate.  Both  the  stamps  from  which  he 
made  the  above  discoveries  have  been 
examined  by  us ;  they  each  show  traces  of 
the  original  green,  the  main  body  of  colour 
being  destroyed  and  altered  by  some  foreign 
agency.  Suffice  it  here  to  say,  these  stamps 
as  catalogued  never  existed. 

SIX   PENCE. 

A  unique  type  of  the  value  of  sixpence 
also  exists;  it  was  issued  in  November,  1862, 
and  is  very  like  the  stamps  of  the  sixth  issue, 
except  that  the  band  is  in  one  division,  not 
two,  and  bears  postage  in  lieu  of  Victoria 
postage,  in  much  larger  letters ;  the  figures 
at  the  sides  are  also  much  larger. 
On  paper  watermarked  six  pence. 
SIX  pence,     grey-black, 
black. 
On  paper  watermarked  figure  6,  drawn  in 
one  single  line. 

SIX  PENCE,     grey-black. 
On  ordinary  paper. 

SIX  PENCE,    black. 

SEVENTH   ISSUE. 

1863-64.  Laurelled  head  of  Queen 
Victoria,  to  left  in  a  circle ;  victoria  above  ; 
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VALDH-in  words  beneatli.  Coloured  itnppea- 
Bion,  reotangnlar.  Paper  watermarked  with 
iignre  of  valne  drawn  by  a  single  line. 

ONE  PENirr,       emerald-greea. 

TWO  PEHCB,      lilac- violet. 

FOUR  PENCE,  roBo,  light  and  dark. 
1865.  EIQHT  PENCE,  bright  orange-jellow. 
Probably  a  threepence  bine,  and  a  sixpence 
black  will  appear  and  complete  the  issue. 
The  design  seems  taken  from  the  head  of 
the  queen  on  the  new  bronze  coin^;e  of 
Qreat  Britain. 

There  also  exists  a  foarpence  of  this  issue 
printed  on  paper  watermaflted  with  a  large 
figare  4  formed  with  doable  lines :  the  hue 
of  those  thus  watermarked  is  a  deeper  rose 
than  usual ;  and  we  believe  they  were  the 
tirst  printed  from  the  die,  and  that  the  other 
is  the  later  watermark. 

1865.  Two  shillings.  Printed  with  the 
same  die  as  the  two  shilling  stamp  of  the 
fourth  issue,  in  deep  blue,  on  paper  of  a 
greenish- yellow  colour. 

TWO   BUILL1H03,      bloe. 

1865.      One   shilling.      Head  of    Queen 

Victoria    to    left,    crowned     with     laurels, 

^  octagon.       See    illustra- 

It  tioD  in  margin.  Printed 
I  in  deep  bine  on  blue 
J  coloured  paper. 
i  ONE  SHII,LIHi<,  blue. 
<  This  stamp  bas  mode 
J  its  appearance  quite  re- 
**  cently. 

OFFICIAL   STAMP. 

There  lastly  remains  to  be  noticed  an 
official  stamp,  in  use  in  the  colony,  and  of 
which  an  engraving  appears  in  the  margin. 

In  a  plain  circle  the  arms  of  Qreat  Britain, 
Burniounted  by  the  crown  and  supported 
by  the  lion  and  unicorn;  tictoria  funk 
HTAMP  below;  while  the  upper  portion  is 
encircled  by  the  name  of  the  particular  de- 
partment of  the  executive  using  the  stamp. 
The  impressions  are  struck  by  hand  on  the 
letter  in  blue  ink  j  and  we  believe  each 
department  has,  and  uses,  its  own  separate 
die,  The  impression  is,  unlike  our  English 
oJicMl  paid,  obliterated  by  the  ordinary  mark 
at  the  post-office  just  as  any  other  stamp, 
and,  therefore,  the  precise  equivalent  of  this 
frank  stamp  appears  to  be  neither  more  nor 


leas  than  the  printed  departmental  style, 
found  on  English  official  envelopes,  tc^ether 
with  the  authenticatiQg 
ignature  of  the  iunc- 
tiunuy  who  sends  the 
letter. 

Being  it«elf  oUiter- 
'ated  in  the  post-office, 
jVICTORIA  ^/  it  does  not  rank  in  the 
same  category  as  the 
English  ojlicial  paid, 
which  is  stamped  in  red  and  affixed  only  at 
the  post-office  on  all  letters  entitled  to  go 
free ;  nor  is  it  exactly  the  well-known  V.R. 
black  queen's  head,  which,  during  its  brief 
currency,  applied  to  all  official  correspcwi- 
dence,  inasmuch  as  the  nse  of  the  stauip 
under  discussion  applies  only  to  the  official 
correspondence  of  the  particular  department 
using  the  special  stamp.  In  addition  to 
that  on  the  specimen  engraved,  we  have  seen 
and  noted  the  following  legends  on  these 
stamps, — 

'Chief  Secretary,' 
'  Minister  of  Justice.' 
'  Commr.  of  Public  Works.' 
'  Commr.  of  Railways  and  Roads.' 
'  Commr.  of  Trade  and  Customs.' 
'  The  Treasurer.' 
No  doubt  others  exist. 

The  introduction  of  these  stamps  is  com- 
paratively recent,  and  we  believe  we  are 
correct  in  assigning  the  latter  end  of  1863, 
or  the  beginning  of  1834,  as  that  of  their 
first  use  in  the  colony.^ 

NEWLY-ISSUED  OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
We  introduce  the  accompanying  engraving 
of  one  of  the  early  Hanoverians,  to  call  our 
readers'  attention  to  the  following  catalogue 
of  so-called  proofs,  or  ra^er 
itutcy  stamps,  congenerical 
with  the  same.  We  had, 
ourselves,  an  opportunity 
of  witnessing  the  pleasing 
effi^t  of  a  complete  col- 
lection of  these  fascinating 
humbugs  in  the  album  of  a 
Viennese  araatenr  not  long 
since,  and  could  not  help  admiring  them, 
notwithstanding  a  mental  disclaimer. 
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Tbe  1-10,  1-15,  and  1<30  thtder  itre  each 
printed  in  bine,  roae,  black,  yellow,  or  brown 
on  wbite,  with  shield  either  of  the  same 
coloar  or  black ;  browu  with  a  black,  or 
black  with  blue,  rose,  or  brown  shield.  Also 
in  black  ink,  on  bine,  rose,  or  brown  paper ; 
and  the  1  gut.  groschen  black  on  drab,  and 
rose,  bine,  and  yellow  on  white.  The  2  gros- 
chen (head)  figures  black  on  white,  brown, 
bine,  rose,  and  light  and  dark  green  paper; 
the  1  groschen,  madder  on  green,  and  bine 
or  black  on  a  drab  gronnd  and  the  3  pf.  in 
yellow  on  white.  Finally,  the  Bestellgeld 
Frei  horee  prances  in  bine,  green,  black, 
or  rose ;  and  the  |  gr.  horn,  appears  orange 
on  whit«  paper. 

Our  nest  figure  is  that  of  one  of  the 
recent  issnea  for  the  Sandwich  Isles,  which 
*e  described  page  154  of 
the  present  volome,  and  of 
which  we  did  not  receive  the 
die  in  time  for  dne  publica. 
iion.  The  diatinctiou  be- 
tween this  stamp  and  former 
emisjsion  of  the  same  type, 
will  be  readily  apprehended 
at  a  glance. 

The  adoption  or  rejection  of  essays  being 
a  moot  point,  but  a  large  majority  of 
amateurs  giving  tbem  place  in  their  collec- 
tions, we  shall  continue  to  take  notice  of  all 
that  fall  in  our  way.  One  of  the  latest 
claimants  of  attention  is  a  proposed  design 
for  Persia.  Wbat  a  strange  and  retrograde 
state  of  civilisation  forces  itself  on  view  in 
this  instance  !  Upward  of  twenty  centuries 
ago  CyroB  the  great  is  reported  to  have  been 
the  first  to  institute  a  system  of  posts ;  and 
now,  after  tbe  lapse  of  so  long  a  period,  his 
representative  on  tbe  throne,  proves  almost 
the  last  of  civilized  monarchs  to  fall  in  with 
modem  improvement-s  on  hia  predecessor's 
institution ! 

la  the  August  number  of  a  Parisian 
journal,  we  read  that  General  Hadic-Mohsin 
Khan  was  chained  with  a  commission  from 
his  faigbnvs  the  Schah  of  Persia,  for  the 
execution  of  some  postage  stamps ;  and  in 
Moens'  magazine  for  September,  we  learn 
some  of  the  results  of  tbe  mandate. 

M.  Riester  (well  known  as  tbe  designer  and 
engraver  of  several  recent  postal  essays,  one 


of  wbiob,  tbat  for  Bolivia,  haa  been  already  re- 
produced in  this  magazine, 
and  another,  intended  for 
Uoldo-Wallachian  adoption 
is  here  annexed)  prepared  a 
suitable  stamp  for  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Persian  govern- 
ment, and  intrusted  the  same 
to  a  friend  to  be  snbmitted- 
to  its  Paris  representative.  An  influential 
member  of  the  government  promised  his 
patronage  and  interest.  After  waiting  six 
months  withont  reply,  the  author  decided  on 
presmitiug  his  stamp  himself.  By  return  of 
post  his  projected  essay  was  returned  to  him 
with  a  letter,  in  which  great  astonishment 
was  expressed  that  he  shonld  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  engraving  a  stamp  for  Pereia 
withont  the  authority  of  tbe  government ; 
and  that,  moreover,  a  type  had  been  ordered. 
Now  it  appears  that  this  adopted  type  is 
very  suspiciously  like  that  proposed  by  M. 
Blester.  That  gentleman  has  prudently 
destroyed  his  die;  and  perhaps  it  was  well  he 
did  so,  or  he  might  have  been,  at  some 
fntnre  period,  charged  with  selling  counter- 
feits. 

Engravings  of  M.  B.'s  designs  may  be  now  . 
seen  at  the  Exposition  of  Industrial  Fine 
Arts  in  the  Champs  Elysees  at  Pari^.  If  we 
remember  aright,  there  are  forty  varieties, 
consisting  either  of  five  different  colours  on 
eight  variously  tinted  papers,  or  a  vice-versft 
arrangement.  We  describe  the  stamps  from 
specimens  before  us,  and  we  understand  the 
few  remnants  of  the  original  impressions 
are  still  procnrgble  for  collectorial  purposes. 
Horace's  motto,  '  iimplex  ^tmnditiit,'  seems 
to  have  been  thedesiguer'aaim.  TbePersian 
lion — behind  which  rises  the  sun  in  full 
glory,  and  a  space  below,  intended  doubtless 
for  the  monetary  value — occupies  a  central 
oval.  Between  this  and  the  rectangular 
bonndaiy  is  a  tasty  engine-turned  ornamen- 
tation. We  intend  introducing  another  of 
M.  Biester's  designs  for  our  subscribers'  in- 
spection next  month. 

Besuscitations  are  to  the  earnest  philatelist 
amongst  his  most  interesting  acquisitions, 
and  we  have  tbe  pleasing  duty  of  oatalt^^ing 
a  veritable  addition,  in  slupe  of  a  long- 
buried  American  local,  which  we  describe 
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f¥om  the  speoimen  before  hb,  and  eonccrming 
wWch,  we  are  infarmed  ftt)in  a  truHtworthy 
source,  that  the  proprietor,  whoee  name  It 
bears,  carried  on  a  private  postal  basmees 
twenty  years  since,  in  Brooklyn,  and  has  but 
recently  discovered  the  long-mislaid  die  of 
the  ^tiunps  he  employed.  It  is  to  be  con* 
eluded  from  this,  that  the  present  impressiooa 
•are  reprints;  bat  it  would  be  more  satis- 
factory oonld  some  of  the  originals  be  found. 
The  stamp  is  oblong  oval;  black  on  green 
glased  paper;  centre  shows  jockey  on  horse 
sharply  trotting,  and  kicking  up  a  clond  of 
dnst  behind,  enclosed  in  a  donole  irregnlor 
octagon,  labelled  eiddbr's  citt  bxpkess 
POST,  2  GENTS,  with  a  feeble  attempt  at  an 
ornamental  floral  design. 

For  a  muoh  more  valuable  resuscitation, 
our  publishers  are  indebted  to  the  com* 
mnnication  of  a  Barbados  correspondent, 
who  gives  the  description  of  a  hitherto 
unknown  twopenny  of  the  first  issue  of  the 
island.  Its  appecuunce  answers  in  every 
respect  to  that  of  the  well-known  green  or 
blue,  but  the  colour  is  the  dull-slate  of  the 
shilling  stamp.  It  has  been  long  disused ; 
the  value  (which,  not  being  facial,  is  of  course 
traditional)  being  no  longer  required.  This 
interesting  rarity,  we  are  sorry  to  add, 
passed  into  the  hands  of  a  German  amateur, 
in  exchange  fbr  some  other  stamps  and  the 
tempting  bonus  of  three  sovereigns. 

The  following  description  of  the  Wurtem- 
burg  envelope  essays  (also  resuscitations), 
referred  to  at  p.  122  of  the  present  vol.,  is 
from  the  pen  of  a  distinguished  town 
collector : — 

*  WuBTEMBURG. — It  has  long  been  a  known 
fact  among  those  of  the  philatelic  community 
who  have  with  care  investigated  the  records 
of  their  favourite  pursuit,  that  in  1850  when 
a  postal  issue  was  first  designed  for  Wur- 
temburg,  it  was  intended  to  comprise 
envelopes  as  well  as  stamps,  and  that  the 
government  engraver  was  desired  to  famish 
a  design  for  the  purpose.  It  was  ftirther 
known  that  the  design  had  been  made^  and 
a  die  engraved,  from  which  some  six  or 
eight  sets  of  impressions  were  taken,  in 
various  colours,  and  that  these  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  king  and  ministry.  A  set 
of  these  essays  was  to  be  found  in  the  royal 


private  library,  and  the  rest  of  the  im- 
pressions remained  with  t>he  original  re- 
cipients, and  with  the  post-office  authcrities. 

*  The  expense  of  production,  it  is  believed, 
was  the  reason,  bat,  at  all  events,  frcmi 
some  cause  or  other,  the  issue  of  envelopes 
was  postponed,  and  the  die  converted  to 
another  use. 

*  Two  sets  of  these  essays  have  lately  come 
from  the  hands  of  their  original  possessors 
to  friends  who  value  them  as  only  amateurs 
can,  and  we  believe  one  set  is  in  an  English, 
and  one  in  a  French  collection*  For  the 
reason  above  stated,  no  reprint  or  re-im- 
pression oan  be  made;  fuid  therefore  these 
essays  are  practically  unattainable,  and  of  ihe 
highest  interest  and  value.  For  the  benefit 
of  our  readers  we  proceed  to  describe  them  : 

'  Circular  impression,  coloured  ground, 
device  in  white  relief,  arms  of  Wurt-emburgf 
surmounted  by  a  royal  head-pifKse  and 
crown,  supported  by  crowned  lion  and  stag, 
with  motto ;  figure  3  immediately  beneath, 
with  value  pb£I  kbeuzer  in  words;  above, 
following  the  line  of  tbe  circle,  KOH  WTRT- 

TBMBERO'   SCHE   FREIMABKE.      The   sise   of  the 

die  is  trifiingly  less  than  that  of  the  new 
penny-piece.  The  impression  is  stamck  at 
the  top  left-hand  comer  of  the  envelopes, 
whioh  are  of  different  sizes  and  shapes ;  the 
paper  is  plain^  and  bears  printed  ^>ove  the 
stamp,  in  two  lines,  in  German  characters 
and  black  ink,  wurttjbhberq'  schcs  post 
COUVERT  DBEi  KRETJZER.  They  wcTo  struck  in 
the  five  following  colours,  viz.  :— 

Yellow, 

Carmine, 

Blue, 

Green, 

Bistre,  or  red  brown, 
Tbe  engraving  is  very  fine  and  beautiful; 
indeed  almost  too  fine  to  stand  the  wear  and 
tear  envelope  dies  must  undergo;  but  nt 
that  period,  the  manu&cture  of  envelopes 
was  not  so  well  understood  as  at  the 
present  day.  The  general  effect  of  these 
envelopes  is  extremely  beautiful;  &r  supe- 
rior to  the  matter-of-fact  figure  now  ex- 
hibited by  the  issue  in  use.' 

The  last  remnant  of  barbaric  type,  the 
queer  little  shilling  yictona,  having  sur- 
vived every  one  of  its  fellow-counfcrywomeD, 
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and,  we  bdlieve,  all  other  Adstruliati  im* 
pressions,  has  retired  into  private  lifW ;  and 
henceforth  enjoys  the  otium  ctim  digmteite  of 
collectors'  albums,  secure  from  the  wear  and 
tear  of  tranmt  over  Atlantic  billows.  Like 
other  dear  departed  ones,  we  suppose  it  will 
now  rise  in  estimation  and  value;  and 
many,  like  ourselves,  will  regret  they  oould 
never  summon  resolution  to  irivest  a  shilling 
in  an  trnused  copy.  The  new  substitute 
is  an  impro^vement,  yet  still  a  reminder 
of  its  predecessor ;  the  octagonal  design,  and 
square  shape  almost  peculiar  to  itself  re- 
maining as  before.  This  we  rather  hail,  as 
a  relief  to  the  eye  from  so  many  'dittos 
repeated.'  ft  is  printed  indigo  on  French 
grey  t  legend  similar  to  the  last ;  but  our 
queen's  head,  as  we  take  it  for  gcanted  the 
representation  professes  to  portray,  though 
not  such  a  comic  caricature,  is  quite  as  bad 
a  likeness  as  before.  It  is  something 
similar  to,  but  not  identical  with  that  on  the 
current  issue,  the  nose  being  much  more 
jrrononce,  and  about  as  unlike  her  niffjesty's 
as  possible.  A  partial  chancre  has  rather 
implied  the  two  shiUmg  stamp  of  the  Mtn« 
colony,  which  now  appeai-s  indigo  on  a 
yellowish  tinted  paper. 

Befbre  the  original  Vancouvers  pass  into 
equal  retirement,  we  would  remind  those 
amateurs  who  distinguish  varying  hues,  that 
there  are  two  distinct  ones  (whether  ac- 
cidental or  not,  we  cannot  say)  of  these  once 
fpcherchS  stamps;  some  sheets  being  of  a 
rosy,  others  of  a  rich  light  red-brown  hue. 
We  take  occasion  here  to  contradict  on 
authority  the  canard  emanating  from  some 
continental  magazines,  and  repeated  by 
ourselves,  respecting  forthcoming  Prince 
Edward's  Island  novelties. 

A  Mexican  addition  has  made  its  dehiti  in 
Paris,  same  type  as  the  current  series,  red- 
brown  impression,  value  tres  oentavos.  All 
the  present  Spanish  series  are  now  per- 
forated. The  12|^  centimes  of  Luxembourg, 
answering  to  the  German  silbergroschen, 
has  received  similar  improvement;  ihe 
others  are  to  follow  in  its  wake.  What 
choice  philatelist  has  not  sometimes  mourned 
the  disfigurement  of  an  otherwise  perfect 
specimen  owing  to  the  holes  of  perforation 
entrenching  on   the  device?     This  is  fre- 


quently seen  in  the  Gnianaa  and  Liberias 
especially,  and  we  have  noticed  Prince 
Edwards  sadly  disfigured  by  the  dismember* 
ment  of  one  quarter  of  the  impression !  The 
plan  adopted  fi>r  the  Luxembourgs  not  only 
counteracts  this  misadventure,  but  adds  to 
the  effect  of  the  design.  The  sheets  of 
^i«mps  are  marked  with  coloured  lines  for 
the  guidance  of  the  perforator,  the  remains  of 
which  form  an  ornamental  dotted  framework. 
There  remain  for  noiioe  the  appearaoice  of 
a  mauve  Danish  stamp  of  a  new  value — > 
3  skilltngs;  a  rose-lilao2  annas  India  replacing 
the  yellow;  the  change  of  the  foorpenny 
rose^'red  (no  value  marked)  of  Barbados  into 
brickislKred;  and  ihB  Ceylon  twopenny,  at 
length  perforated,  and  ^tered  from  emerald 
to  a. dingy  dark-green ;  and  finally,  the  infbr- 
maiion  received  by  our  pubiishers  from  their 
Hamburg  correspondent,  that  the  Duchy  of 
Schleswig  and  the  Duchy  of  Holstein,  will 
each  produce  on  the  first  of  November 
new  stamps  of  the  following  values  and 
colours — 

^  schilling  green. 

1^         ,,  filac. 

l|         „  rose. 

2  „  l^ue, 

4  „  brown. 

THE   GAUCHOB. 

'  A  MAN  ift  never  astonished  or  ashamed  that  he  don't 
know  what  another  does,  but  he  is  8uq)rised  at  tlie 
iflpnorance  of  the  other  hi  not  knowing  what  he  does.* — 
DAM  Slick  (Judge  Halibnrton). 

Who  or  what  is  a  gaucho?  is  a  question 
fr*equently  asked  since  the  gaucho  stamps 
havebecome  known  to  fame.  A  cavalier, is  the 
reply.  True,  inasmuch  as  he  is  a  horseman; 
false,  inasmuch  as  he  is  a  most  uncavalier  sort 
of  individual.  The  gauohos  are  equestrian 
rustics,  of  simple  and  hardy  habits ;  in  fkct, 
'^e  principal  peasantry  of  Buenos  Ayres. 
They  are  whites;  that  is,  descendants  of 
the  original  Spanish  settlers,  and  may  be 
considered  a  fine  type  of  the  Spanish^ 
American  population.  They  live  exclusive^ 
on  the  pampas  or  treeless  plains  of  Buenos 
Ayres.  Their  wealth  consists  principally  of 
horses  and  homed  cattle,  the  hides  of  which 
are  annually  exported  to  London  and  Liver- 
pool in  large  quantities.  They  live  entirely 
on  beef,  and  drink  little  else  but  water. 
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Vegetables  or  game  are  no  luxuries  to  them. 
The  gaucho  wears  a  jacket  of  coarse  cloth 
or  sheepskin  (sheep  are  more  numerous  with 
them  than  formerly),  and  breeches  of  the 
same  material  open  at  the  knee.  His  boots 
are  without  seam,  being  drawn  without 
ripping  from  the  hind  leg  of  a  horse,  the 
angle  of  the  hock  joint  forming  the  heel 
of  the  boot.  His  poncho,  or  mantle,  is  a 
square  woollen  cloth  with  a  slit  in  the 
middle  to  admit  the  head.  A  coloured 
cotton  handkerchief  is  tied  over  his  head, 
and  surmounted  by  a  wide  straw  hat.  His 
ornaments  are  spurs  with  immense  silver 
rowels,  silver  buckles  to  fasten  his  garments, 
and  the  handle  of  the  knife  which  he  carries 
in  his  belt  is  generally  studded  with  silver. 

The  women  dress  very  like  the  men, 
but  are  delighted  to  add  a  bright-coloured 
shawl  to  their  costume.  The  rancho  or  hut 
of  the  gaucho  is  constructed  of  sticks  inter- 
woven with  osiers,  and  plastered  with  mud. 
The  internal  arranirements  are  equally 
Bimple.  Cows'  horCs  are  their  drinking 
vessels:  a  small  space  paved  with  sheeps' 
trotters  serves  for  a  hearth:  while  horses' 
skulls  form  their  stools.  They  sleep  mostly 
in  the  open  air;  therefore,  even  when  obliged 
to  seek  the  shelter  of  their  huts,  any  sort  of 
bedding  or  bedstead  would  probably  be 
despised.  The  gaucho  lives  almost  entirely 
on  horseback,  galloping  over  the  plains, 
collecting  his  herds  and  droves,  taming  wild 
horses,  or  catching  and  slaughtering  cattle,  in 
doing  which  he  manifests  a  wonderful 
dexterity  in  the  use  of  the  lasao,  or  noose. 
Though  essentially  wild  and  uncivilized  and 
possessing  all  the  sentiments  of  the  savage, 
he  is  one  of  the  proudest  and  most  in- 
dependent of  mortals.  His  spare  time  is 
spent  in  gaming  or  smoking.  He  cares 
little  for  social  development  or  political 
progress,  the  charms  of  Tmcivilized  life 
being  infinitely  preferable  to  him. 

THE  VICISSITUDES  OF  A  POSTAGE 

STAMP. 

(Ckmtmued/rom  page  64.) 

In  our  April  number  we  remarked  on  the 
transmogrifications  of  the  Italian  now  doing 
duty  for  the  20  centesimi.      We  find  from  a 


Milan  amateur's  letter  in  a  Parisian  journal, 
that  he  has  identified  a  further  variety 
characterized  by  eight  additional  points,  so 
that  this,  as  yet,  unrecognized  individual 
may  be  termed  the  dozen-dotted  variety. 

The  only  apparent  interpretation  for  the 
presence  of  these  dots,  of  which  the  lately 
apprehended  eight  are  not  so  distinguishable 
as  the  original  four,  is  that  anoth^-  mishap 
necessitated  a  further  repair  in  the  existent 
plate.  They  have  been  detected  in  the 
15  centesimi  stamp,  both  in  its  normal  and 
present  condition.  We  understand  from 
another  source  that  two  of  Messrs.  Delame's 
workmen  actually  went  to  Italv  to  apply  the 
requisite  cancelling  and  adaptmg  brands  to 
the  stamps  under  observation ! 

The  interloping  dots  may  be  observed  in 
the  left  hand  upper  part  of  the  stamp 
between  PO  and  after  E,  and  on  the  right 
between  al  and  below  the  letter  n.  In  the 
left  hand  lower  part,  between  the  letters 
ui  and  also  the  ci ;  and  on  the  right,  between 
the  EN  and  under  the  first  i  in  centesimi. 
The  numerous  varieties  of  this  Protean 
label  may  be  thus  classed : 


15  centesimi 


pale  blue, 
darker  blue, 
four-dotted. 

„     value  increased, 
twelve-dotted. 


» 


»> 


REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  British,  Continental,  and  American  Stamp^ 
Coin,  Crest,  Autograph,  and  GeneraZ-Curi^ 
oatty  CoUector^s  Magazine,  and  Journal 
of  the  Bridlington  Amaieur  Association, 
Bridlington:  The  Amateur  Association. 
Preston  :  The  Curiosity  Society. 

If  this  publication  can  obtain  a  list  of  sub- 
scribers at  all  commensurate  with  its  length 
of  title,  and  an  amount  of  success  propor- 
tionate to  the  scope  proposed,  its  promoters 
may  be  congratulated  on  their  literaiy 
enterprise.  The  four  pages  of  interesting 
and  valuable  autc^raphs,  are  well  worth  the 
month's  subscription;  and  the  opening 
article  on  coins  will  repay  perusal,  though 
slightly  disfigured  by  misprints ;  but  it  &lls 
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more  particularlj  under  our  province  to  note 
the  lion's  share  of  the  magazine,  devoted  to 
iimbrophilic  purposes. 

The  fii*st  article  touching  on  purely  postal 
matter  is  entitled  *  Notes  on  German  stamps 
and  their  forgeries ;'  and  gives  a  satisfactory 
restime  of  the  subject  treated  on,  seasoned 
with  cautions  against,  and  concluded  with 
strong  animadversions  on  the  sale,  purchase, 
or  admission  into  collections  of  the  sundry 
forgeries  commented  on.  This,  neverthless, 
is  rather  inconsistently  capped  in  the  adver- 
tising compartment,  by  the  tempting  bait  to 
unprincipled  speculators  and  dealers  of  a 
large  quantity,  at  low  prices,  of  these 
rigorously  proscribed  pariahs,  under  the 
meretricious  nom-de-guerre  of  fac-similes ! 

The  bane  and  the  antidote,  however,  are 
closely  connected;  immediately  succeeding 
this  objectionable  announcement,  there  being 
the  notice  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Stourton's  new  work 
on  Postage' Stamp  Forgeries,*  This  we  have 
not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  seemg,  but 
knowing  that  gentleman's  long  experience 
in,  and  enthusiastic  additions  to  philately, 
we  take  its  coUectorisd  value  for  granted. 

Many  other  advertisements,  the  number 
of  which  tends  to  prove  some  alarmists' 
jeremiads  on  the  decadence  of  stamp  col- 
lecting perfectly  needless,  together  with  an 
article  on  newly-issued  stamps,  reviews,  and 
other  matter,  fill  up  the  dozen  pages  com- 
posing the  work,  of  which  we  take  leave  for 
the  present  with  best  wishes  and  anticipatory 
congratulations. 

There  now  lies  on  our  table  for  examina- 
tion, the  proof  sheets  of  the  French 
translation  of  a  well-known  postal  catalogue, 
— the  trusted  guide  and  vade-mecum  of 
German  collectors;  the  publication  of  which, 
in  a  more  generally  understood  tongue,  will 
doubtless  prove  a  valuable  boon  to  the 
English  timbrophilic  community.  A  still 
more  desirable  addition,  however,  to  our 
stamp  literature,  would  be  an  English  edition 
of  this  valuable  work ;  but  we  presume  we 
must  be  content  to  study  it  through  a 
French  medium  for  the  present. 


•  [Thia  work  we  have  just  received,  but  too  lato  for 
review  in  the  present  number.— Ed.] 


HOW  MATTHEW  MIGGS  BECAME  A 
STAMP  COLLECTOR. 

)leaiiant  tale  I  tell 
[atthew  Miggs,  and  his 


0  stamp  collectors,  list  to  me  I  a  pi 
Of  a  mce  young  man,  named  Mi 
kdy,  aaraBell; 


How  their  acquaintance  did   begin  it   matters  not  to 

know, 
But  Miggs  was  quick  at  making  love,  and  Clara  was  not 

slow; 
And  as  a  natiural  eonsequenoe  full  soon  '  their  troth  was 

plighted,' 
(Whatever  that  may  mean),  and  Miggs  was  ardently 

delighted : 
But  something  now  between  them  comes,  his  confidence 

it  damps, — 
She  spends  too  little  time  with  him,  too  much  on  foreign 

stamps. 
Expostulation's  vain ;  for  she,  absorbed  in  her  Moens, 
Heeds  not  her  faithful  Matthew's  sighs,  his  comings,  or 

his  goin's. 
At  length,  *Come,  Mr.  Miggs,'  she  said,  *that  we  should 

part  is  better, 
I  would  not  wed  a  man  who  my  pursuits  would  so  much 

fetter ; 
So  visit  me  no  more,  unless  you  think  my  stamp  collecting 
Is  worth  the  time  I  spend  on  it,  the  trouble  of  selecting 
Fine  specimens  from  dealers'  lots;' — she  ceased,    and 

Mi^gs  departed ; 
And  ('tu  a  fact  that  suits  the  rhjme)  he  was  quite 

broken  hearted : 
He  tried  books,  cricket,  travel,  chess,  and  many  a  cure 

beside. 
But  found  now  vainly  to  forget  his  Clara  Bell  he  tried ; 
So  he  resolved  to  gatner  stamps,  and  win  her  back  again, 
And  therefore  bought  the  6*.-C  Jf.,  and  read  with  might 

and  main ; 
Then,  well  instructed,  he  bought  well,  and  got  a  fine 

collection, 
Feeling  for  what  he  once  despised  an  earnest  predilection  r 
He  filled  his  album,  and  the  more  he  gained  the  more  he 

wanted, 
And   of  hb   rare   and  costly  stamps  he  not  unjustly 

vaunted. 
One  day,  his  V.  R.  from  its  place  he  joyfully  removed. 
And  sent  it  with  the  following  note  to  the  being  whom 

he  loved : — 
*Dear  Clara,  my  existence*   light,  my  angel,  darling, 

sweet! 
I  hope  that  your  afl^ection  is  yet  far  from  obsolete ; 
Believe  me,  I  have  mouiiieu  my  loss,  and  hope  we  ne'er 

shall  part, 
If  once  more  you'll  accept  me;  for  th'  impression  on  my 

heart, 
Made  by  you,  is^  I  assure  you,  still  (]uite  unobliterated. 
And  in  conclusion,  I  must  say,  if  we're  not  quickly 

mated. 
By  my  o^-n   hand,  my  wind  pipe  will  be  badly  per- 
forated.' 
Now  Clara  Bell  could  not  resist  the  prayer  the    note 

contained, 
So  to  her  loving  ^latthew,  *  until  death,'  she  soon  was 

chained: 
And  now  not  far  from  Blanktown,  *  Connell  Cottage '  may 

be  seen. 
Of  which  iilr.  Miggs  is  monarch,  and  Mrs.  Miggs  is 

queen; 
And,  take  my  word  for  it,  they  have  a  fine  stamp  album 

there, 
Which  is  studied  and  perfected  by  the  young  and  loving 

pair; 
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And  Tm  sure,  to  a  eoUeotor,  thoy  would  show  U  any 

So,  tinibrDphilic  frienda,  call  in,  should  you  ever  paa«  tiiat 
way. 

Ttkola. 


POSTAL   CHIT-CHAT, 

Last  Yeah,  bb  appears  from  a  blue  book,  the  dharro 
for  postage  of  public  departments  amounted  to  £136,300. 

Three  hundred  Coxnell  Stamps  are  now,  according 
to  a  contemporary,  being  exhibited  at  tlic  office  of  the 
American  Bank-note  Company,  New  York. 

Thb  Belgian  postal  8ta.tistic8  prove  that  careleaa- 
ness  in  epistolary  matters  is  not  confined  to  our  side  the 
channel.  We  read  in  the  Independetiet  BHge  that  during 
the  month  of  July,  no  fewer  than  4853  letters,  from 
various  reasons,  could  not  be  transmitted  to  their  re- 
apective  addresses;  and  that  only  3274  of  the  number 
were  able  to  be  returned  to  their  writers :  the  remaining 
1579  are  stiU  lying  unclaimed  at  the  various  offices. 

Southern  Postal  Dipficvlties. — The  people  both  in 
Georgia  and  Alabama  complain  of  the  want  of  postal 
facilities,  and  althou^  th«  Postal  Department  re-opens 
offiees  as  rapidly  as  it  can,  it  does  not  keep  {>aoe  with  the 
wants  of  the  South.  The  great  trouble  arises  from  the 
difficulty  of  re-opening  post  routes.  There  are  more 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  mail  from  New  York  to  the 
interior  of  the  South,  than  will  be  lound  between  New 
York  and  China. — Timea^ 

Strange,  if  TRim. — A  French  paper  not  long  since 
stated  that  a  vessel  laden  with  powder,  and  on  the  point 
Of  starting  for  Liberia,  blew  up,  and  amongst  the  debris 
was  a  packet  of  imobliterated  Liberian  stamps,  pro- 
nounced by  a  collector  present  at  the  time  [we  nope  he 
was  not  too  near  when  the  explosion  took  place],  to  be 
forged.  They  were  directea  to  the  English  consul. 
Inquiry  into  the  circumstance  was  directed,  but  the 
result  nas  not  yet  been  made  public. 

Post-free. — A  few  weeks  ago,  Mr,  Scudamore,  now 
Senior  Assistant  Secretary  at  the  Post-offiot;,  found  an  old 
volume  among  the  records  of  the  establishment,  con- 
taining entries  relatinjj  to  1703,  and  two  or  three 
adjacent  years;  and  this  shows  what  sort  of  things  were 
franked  through  the  over-sea  packet  post  in  the  early 
days  of  Queen  Anne's  reiafn  : — '  Three  suits  of  cloaths  for 
a  nobleman's  lady  at  t!ne  Court  of  Portugal.  A  box 
containing  three  pounds  of  tea,  sent  as  a  present  by 
mv  Lady  Arlington  to  the  Queen  Dowager  of  England,  at 
Lisbon.  A  case  of  knives  and  forks  for  Mr.  Stepney, 
Her  Majesty's  Envoy  to  the  King  of  Holland.  One  littel 
parcel  of  laoe,  to  be  made  use  of  in.  clotlihig  Dnke 
Schomberg's  regiment.  Two  bales  of  stockings  for  the 
use  of  the  Ambassador  of  the  King  of  Portugal.  A  box 
of  medicines  for  my  Lord  Galway,  in  Portugal.  Some 
parcels  of  clothing  for  the  clothing-colonels  for  my  Lord 
North's  and  my  Lord  Gray's  regiments.  A  deal  case  with 
four  flitches  of  bacon  for  Mr.  Pennineton,  of  Rotterdam.' 
Living  beings  were  franked  as  well  as  lifeless  com- 
modities :—*  Eleven  couple  of  houndas  for  Major-  General 
Hompesch.  Fifteen  couple  of  houndee,  gomg  to  the 
King  of  the  Romans.'  But  to  csrrr  human  beings  by  post 
was  the  crowning  achievement  of  all : — *  Two  servant- 
maids,  goinjB^  as  laundresses  to  my  Lord  Ambassador 
Methuen.  Dr.  Crichton,  carrying  with  him  a  cow  and 
divers  other  neoessaries.'  We  are  not  told  that  Dr.  Crick- 
ton  and  the  cow  were  stamped  before  being  posted ;  at  all 
events  we  do  not  imagine  that  they  had  postage  stampB 
affixed  to  them. — Once  a  Week. 


OORRBSPONDBNGE. 

TltE  IRISH  PETTY  SESSIONS'  STAMPS. 
To  the  £(ii(or  of  the  *Stamp-Collbcto«'«  Maoazixk.* 

Sir, — I  thiuk  I  can  give  a  Utile  further  iafomiation  as 
to  the  use  of  the  Irish  Petty  Sessions'  stamps.  They  are 
put  on  warrants,  informations,  and  summonses;  the 
ffi'een  being  used  by  the  ci>'il  authorities,  and  the  piuk  by 
the  police  only ;  and  in  all  cases  where  the  police  u»e 
them,  if  there  is  no  conviction,  the  stamps  are  not  chai^-d 
for,  so  that  the  police  have  to  furnish  a  return  of  the 
profitable  and  unprofitable  stam{is,  which  I  should 
suppose  is  a  complicatod  way  of  doing  things  peculiar  to 
Government. 

I  do  not  lUid  any  other  use  for  these  stamps. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  fiutmUUy, 

KiUamey.  R.  D. 

THE  BUENOS  AYRES  CURRENCY. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  STAM1>-CoLLB(m>a'8  MAOAStifE.' 

Sir, — As  there  appear  to  be  various  opinions  with 
regard  to  the  value  of  th©  Buenos  Avre»  money,  I  mado 
inquiries  of  a  friend  of  mine  who  has  long  i«fii<liNi  in  tiMt 
country.  Ihe  value,  he  informed  aae,  dependeid  upon 
whether  it  was  in  paper  or  silver  currency.  A  peso  in 
paper  currency  would  only  be  worth  aboot  ItA,  of 
our  money,  wneroas  a  silver  peM  is  worth  4/2  or  orne 
dollar.  Eight  reaks  are  equal  to  ona  pj^ao.  The  postage 
stamps  of  Buenos  Ajtcs  are  acooraini^  to  the  paper 
currency  in  value,  and  are  &ot  used  for  fMvign  poabige ; 
I  understood  only  for  the  town  poatage,  but  tii  tkia 
I  cannot  be  certain. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  faithfkilly. 

Burp  8t,  Edmunds.  E.  A.  P. 

NO  NAME. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  ST.iMp-CoLLEcroR's  Magazine.' 

Sir,— In  your  print  of  my  letter  on  the  so-called  Van 
Diemcn'a  Land  ^tonpence,  there  is  a  name  mis^rintrd 
which  I  ahould  wish  corrected.  It  is  that  of  Honsi^r  de 
Saidcy  (not  Saulay),  M.  de  Saulcy  is  a  senator  of 
France,  a  mcrabi^r  of  the  French  Institute,  and  vice- 
president  of  the  French  academy  of  Beaux  Arts ;  in  fact, 
ne  is  one  of  the  moat  distinguished  savaiia  of  Eoropet, 
and  certainly  ranks  pre-eminent  among  the  earttest  ool«- 
lectors  of  postage  stamps.  • 

While  writing,  allow  me  to  say,  with  reference  to  the 
much-debated  stamps  attributed  to  Dutch  Guiana,  that  I 
have  tliree  distinct  varieties  of  colour,  viz ;  rote,  bright 
lavender,  and  dull  slato :  also  that  the  rtMe  in  my  ooUec- 
tion  has  several  dashes  ttf  the  pes  aoroas  its  sttrfaoc, 
evidently  either  to  obliterate  it  or  preveat  U»  heiug  uaed. 

I  remain,  yours  faithfuilv, 

ZondM.  W.  IL  H. 


THE  TWOPENNY  BLACK  ENGLISH, 
To  the  Editor  of  the  'Stamp-Collector's  Maoaxike.* 

Sir, — I  have  noticed  that  there  was  some  tinn?  baesk  a 
good  deal  of  discussion,  through  the  medium  of  your 
magazine,  as  to  whether  the  twopenny  Uaek  Eagliah  evrr 
really  existed. 

I  am  one  of  those  who  nev«<r  did  believe  in  it ;  Mkd  my 
conviction  that  tht  cokmtr  of  tbestafm|is  in  question  was 
changed  by  age,  has  been  strengthened  by  my  having 

•  rii  •hoatdl  not  belbn^oMtn  tiuit  to  Uon.  4a  Biwkgr  la  tlMlMrmr  ««rM 
BQ  highly  indebted  fbr  the  omuUsation  and  uobUcafcwm  or  tha  viUttab},) 
rwsearche*  In  th«  Katt,  which  have  t^nnlfa  to  Hlamine  ihm  dmAntm 
olweurinK  tb»  ft<?tatkl  site  of  m  many  IocmIIUm  In  th«  Bolj  fjivd.  t»d 
mure  esucclally  lu  the  immedlato  nei|{Ub«)«tbood  of  the  -Bgrstonoas. 
eompanaivelj  UBkiunru,  snd  leldotn  ■ppragM'h(4  loealtty,  th«  Xkmd 
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lately  found  amoBg  tome  old  letters  one  which  had 
two  connected  twopnny  atatniM  affixed  to  it,  the  top  half 
of  each  of  which  la  completely  changed  to  black,  while 
the  lower  half  is  atill  blue.  I  may  add  that  the  part  that 
ia  black  is  quite  as  clear  as  the  bine  Mrith  regard  to  the 
engraving,  and  the  defacing  mark  (the  bars)  in  both 
stamps  is  in  the  blue  part  and  remarkably  clear. 

The  stamps  are  or  the  issue  ^Hth  the  bary  above 
the  value  and  below  the  word  postage. 

Hoping  that  this  may  interest  your  numerous  readers, 

I  am,  sir,  yours  faith  fuUv, 

Bamet,  S.  II.  L. 


A  HARE  BRITISH  GUIANA  STAMP. 
To  the  JSator  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.* 

StB, — As  you  speak  of  the  extreme  rarity  of  the  oblong 
4  cents  blue  British  Guiana,  I  write  a  few  lines  to  tell 
you  I  am  one  of  the  fortunate  possessors  of  this  rare 
stamp.  Mine,  too  (like  the  one  mentioned  in  your 
magaxine),  has  been  snipped  at  the  four  comers.  It 
bears  the  postmark  *Demerara  Sp.  ,  1856 : '  the  exaet 
day  I  cannot  decipher.  It  was  brought  by  a  lady  from 
the  colony :  nor  had  I,  until  lately,  any  idea  of  its  value. 
I  may  add  that  liillier  names  the  second  issue  as  oblong, 
but  gi\ing,— 

magenta  red,       4  cents, 
dark  blue,  1  cent : 

this  is  clearly  a  mistake. 

I  believe  the  lady  brought  over  two  specimens,  and 
the  other  is  in  the  collection  of  a  Kcalous  philatelist 
in  Lincolnshire. 

Referring  to  Dr.  Gray's  catalogue,  I  cannot  find  this 
stamp  properly  described;  indeed,  his  account  tallies 
with  that  of  Lallier.  Doubtless  some  of  your  correspon- 
dents can  throw  light  on  this  subject. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

E.  A.  P. 

[Th»  f^cHenl  «rfiHe  on  the  utamps  of  nrftlnh  Ga1an»  In  our  July 
aambar  vtvM  vrtxf  Infln-iaatian  reap«etlng  both  ttttaluabk*  aiid  raritlM. 

-ElKJ 

THE  RED  HALF-.VXXA  IXDU. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Staxp-Colleotok'a  Maoaxwe.' 
Sir, — \%  your  September  impression,  a  correspondent 
signteg  as  *  A  Lover  of  Rarities '  contradicts  all  my  state- 
ments  with  respect  to  the  India  half-anna  red.  lliat 
letter  is  likely  to  induce  the  idea  that  I  make,  or  am  in 
the  habit  of  making,  assertions  which  cannot  be  proved ; 
you  will,  therefore,  I  am  sure,  allow  me  so  fiir  to 
explain,  that  any  nrejudioe  from  that  letter  mav  not 
be  owing  to  my  silence.  The  stamp  from  which  my 
remarks  were  made  is  now  in  the  coUeetion  of  a 
well-known  amateur  in  the  south,  with  whose  name 
many  of  your  readers  are  doubtless  well  acquainted,  and 
those  whcMie  pleasure  it  has  been  to  be  in  correspondence 
with  him,  wiU  not  soon  forget  his  acumen  in  any  absb^se 
point  of  timbrology.  He  it  was  who  flrst  called  my 
attention  to  the  sinuous  watermark  which  appeared  on 
this  copy  of  the  red  ^anna  India,  a  watermarx  which  I 
aoon  £(>und  to  be  eommon  on  the  usual  blue  \  aana. 
This  very  copy  was  sent  to  Brussels,  that  it  might  be 
compared  wttn  a  specimen  in  the  eolleotion  of  an 
amateur  at  Ghent,  in  whose  album  it  has  been  rDposing 
for  nearly  ten  years.  It  was  M.  Moens  who  oonpared 
them,  and  it  passed  the  examination,  which  with  him 
would  be  no  idle  scanning,  but  a  close  examination  of  the 
minutiae  of  the  stamp,  and  was  in  no  particular  foimd 
wanting.  Thus  I  have  two  corroborative  proofs,  inde- 
pendently of  a  knowled^  of  the  *  pedigree  *  (so  to  speak) 
of  this  specimen,  that  it  is  a  genuine  |-anna  red  India. 


By  comparison  with  a  very  old  copy,  I  find  it  tnie  in 
every  small  detail,  and  I  have  further  confinnation  of  its 
genuine  character,  by  finding  a  watermark  in  its  paper, 
which  is  preciselv  similar  to  that  occurring  in  the  issued 
blue  \  anna.  This  much  for  the  stamp  being  as  I 
described  it  in  August  last,  and  now  for  my  reasons  for 
thinking  it  an  essay.  I  have  looked  in  vain  for  a  post- 
marked copy  which  shall  be  satisfactory  as  to  paper,  ink, 
and  the  cancelliiig  mark.  I  have  had  and  seen  aoxens  of 
obliterated  oouiesv  but  never  saw  one  which  could,  by 
any  stretch  or  the  imagination,  be  considered  genuine. 
The  copies  in  the  English  collections  could  easily  be 
counted :  the  four  specimens  with  which  I  am  acquainted 
-are  each  unused,  and  each  identical  with  my  description. 
Thev  being  from  a  different  die  to  the  issued  \  anna  of 
1854,  and  being  unused,  it  is  difficult  to  see  any  solution 
of  their  oripn,  than  that  the  stamp  was  an  essay:  it 
cannot  be  said  it  is  an  invention,  for  two  out  of  these  four 
can  trace  back  beyond  the  era  of  stamp  collecting.      I 


ef  the  four  mentioned,  as  a  part  of  the  word  Speeimentt  ! 
I  fully  admit  that  the  letters  bnb  do  not  prove  the  stamp 
to  be  an  essay,  but  if  we  are  never  to  exeroiie  an  idea,  to 
follow  up  a  slight  clue,  or  to  make  an  oblique  deduction 
from  a  trivial  point,  it  would  be  hopeless  to  explain 
any  subject  shrouded  by  obscurity.  In  conclusion,  I 
again  repeat  my  former  statement  that  the  red  ^-anna 
India  is  an  essay,  and  that  it  is  from  a  die  differing  from 
the  blue ;  the  points  of  diffi;renc«,  I  maintain,  are  that 
in  all  genuine  red  ^  annas  the  arches  at  the  sides  differ  in 
numlw  from  those  on  the  bluo  stamp ;  that  there  exists  a 
very  minute  diffurenco  in  the  eye,  and  a  more  perceptible 
one  in  the  top  of  the  head  of  the  said  1-iuina  red,  as 
compared  with  the  issued  blue  stamp.  A\l  which  differ 
from  tliis  are  forgeries,  and  I  doubt  not  it  is  from  such  a 
one  that  your  correspondent  describes.  Since  the  stamp 
was  never  'current  in  ludia,'  I  might  argue  that  your 
correspondent's  copy  could  never  have  come  from  thence. 

I  again  allude  to  the  new  Moldo-Wallachian.  lu  my 
correction  of  Mr.  Overy  Taylor's  remarks  on  these  stamps, 
I  stated  that  but  one  die  had  been  engraved  for  each 
value;  this  is  (^uite  correct  as  to  the  2  and  5  paras, 
but  I  find  the  20  is  engraved  twice,  tlic  two  types  are  side 
by  side,  and  are  repeated  to  make  up  the  sheet.  This 
is  curious,  and  would  be  worth  investigating ;  it  seems 
stnin^e  that  one  value  should  be  printed  from  a  double 
die,  tne  other  from  a  single  one. 

Yours  truly, 

BJghastotu  EDWARD  L.  PEMBERTOX. 

»  I    I  I.  <  I    I     I  I  ■    ■       I  ,  ■!  I  III  1    ■ 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Noel,  Burton-on-Trent. — Your  New  Zealand  black 
shilling  stamp  must  have  undergone  shipwreck,  and  thus 
got  stained. — ^'llie  Ocean  Postage  stamps  were  a  species  of 
advertisement  calling  attention  to  the  supposed  ad* 
vantages  of  such  a  universal  boon. 

A.  J.  S.,  Rochdale. — Five  months  ago,  page  91  of 
the  eurrent  volume,  we  chronicled  and  described  the 
eiglit penny  Victoria.  The  partial  change  in  the  tm*o 
shilling,  and  more  complete  in  the  one  shilling,  are  noted 
in  the  present  number. 

W.  D*  R. — We  happen  to  have  slightly  alluded  to 
the  isle  of  Heligoland  elsewhere  in  tliis  number ;  but  are 
in  the  dark  as  to  its  postal  arrangements.— A  Gotha 
almanack  for  South  America  is  at  present  among  the 
desideratA. — We  will  try  to  answer  your  third  querj-  next 
month. 
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A  SvwcniBKSL—Eiua  Keneia  on  the  oboolete  and 
current  Honolulu  stamps  denotes  the  value,  two  cents. 
— CoRREOs  on  the  Spanish  b  eouivalent  to  pobtagb,  in 
contradistinction  to  the  receipt  laoels  of  the  same  country 
which  are  marked  recibos.— We  have  often  expressed 
our  opinion  as  to  the  admissibility  of  the  Canton  Bern 
stamj^  into  collections. — Bomba  is  not  the  surname  of 
the  ex-king  of  Naples  and  his  family.  It  was  derisively 
ap^bed  to  his  father,  whose  head  figures  on  the  Sicilian 
senet,  but  we  do  not  recollect  ever  having  heard  whence 
it  arose.  No  doubt  your  query  on  this  will  elicit 
information  in  our  next  number. — Your  former  que«»tion 
as  to  the  existenoe  of  a  stamp  for  Honduras  has  been 
visibly  answered. — ^There  is  a  tradition  of  the  appearance 
of  a  stamp  with  Queen  Victoria's  head  ana  German 
money  for  tne  value.  Supposing  such  individual  existent, 
it  could  only  represent  Heligoland;  being,  we  believe, 
our  solitary  jxwsession  using  that  currency. 

A.  T.  H.,  Pimlico.  forwai'ds  the  description  of  a 
recent  acquisition  which  we  reproduce  for  the  benefit  of 
the  unwary.  View  of  Sydney,  twopence,  grey,  figures 
badly  drawn,  no  inscription  on  bale  of  goods,  po«»taor 
and  value  well  done,  but  border  coarse  and  uneven; 
usual  oval  postmark.  This  avowed  fiction  is  exposed, 
among  other  excellent  but  tantalixing  imitations,  for  sale 
in  Paris  at  the  low  rate  of  15  centimes. — We  have 
ourselves  the  pennv  New  South  Wales,  laurel  series,  red 
on  blue,  back^nnd  composed  of  fine  lines.  Dr.  Gray 
does  not  distinguish  vaneties  on  blue  or  white  paper, 
consequently  includes  this  in  his  catabgue  without 
particular  specification. 

J.  B.,  Fleetwood  Lane. — AiCNriJk.TO  on  the  defunct 
Sicilians  means  annulled,  cancelled,  or,  in  our  own 
parlance,  postmarked. 

GuLiBLMus,  Chichester.—The  1}  schilling  lilac  of 
Hchleswig-Holstein  is  a  nearer  equivalent  to  the  Prussian 
■Ubergroschen  than  the  now  superseded  1^  sch.  green. 

W.  ViPOND,  Nether  Hearth  Mine. — Your  hand- 
stamped  oblong  oval,  post  office,  paid,  victoria, 
VANCOUVER  isLAKD,  beine  apparently  the  substitute  for 
a  proper  adhesive  during  the  interregnum  previous  to  the 
new  issue,  we  think  worthy  a  comer  in  your  album. 

N.  A.  jB.  B.,  Cambridge.— The  Bermudas  are  usually 
classed  as  West  India  Islands.— Dios  on  the  Honduras 
stamps  signifies  God,  and  is  therefore  aptly  represented 
bv  a  triangle,  the  conventional  emblem  of  the  Holy 
Irinity.  We  take  this  opportunity  of  tendering  our 
acknowledgments  to  our  correspondent,  W.  £.  H.,  for  his 
ingenious  and  satisfactory*  interprt^>tation  of  the  design  on 
the  stamps  in  question. — You  will  see  the  vaiieties  of  the 
15  oentesimi  of  Italy,  both  in  its  original  and  altered 
state,  fully  oommented  on  io  previous  numbers  of  our 
magazine. 

Alice. — The  Hamburg  stamps  of  Lafrenz  are  equally 
genuine,  however  printed. 

Columbia,  Chippenham. — This  correspondent  informs 
us  he  was  given  to  understand  on  authority  tliat  the 
^angular  New  Granada  stamp,  figured  last  month,  was 
intended  for  letters  which  were  to  be  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  addressed : 
the  5  cent,  (a)  for  letters  anotadoty  or  noted ;  and  the 
5  cent,  (r)  for  those  registered. 

Maximilian,  Wortliing.— The  eagle  series  is  still 
current  in  Mexico.  We  do  not  imagine  the  set  of  which 
an  example  was  figured  in  our  Julv  number,  has  come 
into  use  The  proposed  essays  alluded  to  some  months 
since  bore  the  head  of  the  emperor,  not  that  of  Juarez. 

S.  E.  G. — The  labels  you  describe  and  figure  arc  for 
Austrian  bills  and  receipts:  we  have  them  fVora  i  kr. 
to  30  kreuzer.  * 


Querist. — ^We  imagine  the  Falklanders  have  not  yet 
atttuned  the  dignity  of  possessing  a  regular  postal 
establishment;  and  that  American  and  Asiatic  Kussia 
are  in  the  same  categorj*. — Esoana  is  Spanish  for  Spain. 
— We  know  little  of  the  postal  management  of  the  minor 
British  possessions,  such  as  Ascension  Isle«  &c. — If  the 
Honduras  stamps  are  not  employed  in  Honduras,  we 
do  not  see  the  utilitv  of  their  issue. — The  Sierra  Leone 
stamps  are  exclusively  for  their  o*ti  colony. — There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  Italian  isles  use  Italian  stamps. 

£.  B.,  Aldershot,  forwards  a  stamp  for  inspection 
which  we  describe  in  hopes  of  infbrmation.  Rectangular, 
denticulated,  red  impression  on  white  paper:  bunch  of 
flowers  in  centre,  surrounded  by  an  ornamental  oval 
bearing  rigi  *  kaltbad.  Space  between  this  and  a 
fancy  framework  filled  in  with  ornamentation.  This 
specimen  might  be  immediately  pronounced  fictitious,  but 
it  is  regularly  postmarked  wiu  an  octagon  in  blue  ink 
containing  tnc  same  inscription  as  the  stamp,  and  the 
date  of  September  16  or  18,  '65. 

M.  E.,  Liverpool. — Neithw  the  4  pf.  nor  6  pf. 
Prussian  king's  head  series  ever  existed  on  the  uniform 

? pound,  or  what  is  usually  known  as  the  secoud  issue  of 
russia. — Many  spaces  intended  for  nonentities  may  be 
found  in  albums,— The  Austrian  and  Venetian  com- 
plementar^r  stamps  have  been  frequently  and  fiiliy 
canvassed  in  our  pages.  They  ceased  with  the  small - 
headed  sets  of  their  respective  countries,  and  are  now 
unattainable  except  from  the  breaking  up  of  old  ool- 
lections. — We  possess  ourselves  a  5  c^ntavos  Chili  unused, 
on  blue  paper,  and  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  of  its 
being  a  distinct  issue.  We  never  expressed  any  theroon, 
but  afford  room  for  the  opinions  ot  contributors  with- 
out always  agreeing  therewith. — You  rightly  remark  the 
various  shades  of  colour  in  our  own  penny  stamp.  The 
question  is.  which  is  the  normal  ?  Tnis  beins  d(*oide«Uy 
unanswerable ;  a  specimen  of  every  diadeougot  to  figure 
in  a  complete  collection. — We  have  always  understood 
the  oval  latticed  cancelling  mark  to  be  peculiar  to  the 
Philippines,  and  distinotive  of  letters  fh)m  thence,  when 
any  stainp  common  to  the  Eastern  and  Western  possea- 
sions  of  Spain  was  employed. 

GERTRrop.,  Loudon.— The  lilac  stamp  of  New  South 
Wales,  like  the  emission  of  186U  but  with  vahie  and  the 
word  postage  omitted,  is  an  essay.  This  and  its  con- 
geners were  first  noted  and  descrilJed  in  the  firet  volume 
of  our  magazine,  page  91.  Your  specimen  may  probably 
have  been  intended  for  a  sixpenny,  on  account  of  ito 
colour.    Thev  are  all  exceedingly  rare. 

C.  W.  P.  *Ro»8 all.— Compared  with  Lewea  k  Pem- 
berton's  work  on  forged  stamps,  your  Winterthur,  and 
Poste  Locale  labels  are  genuine;  not  so  the  Yaud.  The 
first  and  last  were  striotJy  local,  the  other  for  general  use, 
and  all  three  in  1850.— The  1  franc  orange  of  the 
Bepublic  to  which  you  allude  as  of  extreme  rarity  is  the 
vermilion  variety  of  Continental  catalogues.  Mount 
Brown  mentions  also  a  pale  brown,  which  with  the  lake 
and  carmine  will  make  four  distinct  shades  of  colour,  all 
which  we  have  soen  uncancelled  in  Parisian  album*. 
The  former  two,  especially  the  fiwt,  are  exceedingly 
scarce.  The  1  franc  of  the  empire  has  become  of  late 
almost  unattainable,  though  we  remember  it  com- 
paratively commou :  this  is  also  the  case  with  the 
*25  centimes  of  similar  date.— There  are  ten  diffiTcnt 
colours  and  values  of  the  original  issues  of  Hong  Kong, 
besides  the  decided  variation  of  hue  in  Uie  8,  30,  and  96 
cents. 

L.  M.— We  understand,  from  our  publishers,  that  the 
covers  for  Vol  iii.  will  be  ready,  without  fail,  on  the  Ist 
December. 
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THE  WELLS,   FARGO,   k  CO.,  EXPRESS. 


The  ToUowing  interegUng  account  of  the 
Wells,  Fargo,  &  Co.  EipresB — to  which  we 
have  appended  a  catalogue  of  their  stamps 
— is  taken  from  an  American  paper,  kind!/ 
forwarded  by  one  of  our  correspotidenta. 

*  There  si  no  inatltutioD  of  the  Pacific  coast 
more  in(«restiitg  than  the  Wells  A  Fargo 
express.  It  is  the  omnipresent,  oniversal 
business  agent  of  all  the  region  from  the 
Rocky  mountains  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  Its 
offices  are  in  every  town,  far  and  near ;  a 
billiard  saloon,  a  restaurRot,  and  a  Welle  &, 
Fargo  office  are  the  first  three  elements  of  a 
Pacific  or  const  mining  town  {  its  mes- 
sengers are  on  every  steamboat  and  railcar 
and  stage  in  all  these  states.  It  is  the  ready 
companion  of  civilization,  the  universal  triend 
and  agent  of  the  miner ;  his  errand  man, 
his  banker,  his  post-office.  It  is  mnch  more 
than  an  ordinary  express  company ;  it  does 
a  general  and  universal  banking  bnsiness, 
and  a  great  one  in  amount ;  it  brings  to 
market  all  the  bullion  and  gold  from  the 
mining  regions — its  statistics  are  the  only 
reliable  data  of  the  production ;  and  it 
divides  with  the  government  the  carrying 
of  letters  to  and  fro.  In  the  latter  respect 
its  operations  are  rather  cnrions.  Going 
along  hand  in  hand  with  the  rapidly  chang- 
ing population  of  the  niihing  states,  offering 
readier  and  more  varied  facilities  than  the 
slower-moving  and  circumscribed  govern- 
ment machinery  ;  carrying  the  goods  of  the 
merchant  and  the  bullion  of  the  miner,  as 
well  as  their  letters,  it  has  grown  very  mnch 
into  the  heart  and  habit  of  the  people,  and 
even  conveys  many  of  the  letters  upon  routes 
that  the  government  mail  now  goes,  as 
quickly  and  as  safely  as  the  express  company, 


though  their  cost  by  the  latter  is  much  the 
greatest.  The  company  breaks  none  of  the 
post-office  laws,  bat  pays  the  government  its 
full  price  for  eveiy  letter  it  carries.  The 
process  is  thns;  Weils  &  Fargo  buy  the 
post-office  envelopes  bearing  the  govern- 
ment stamp,  and  then  put  their  own  stamp 
or  frank  upon  them,  and  sell  the  same  for 
10  c.  each ;  and  in  these  envelopes,  thus 
doubly  stamped,  all  the  letters  by  express 
are  carried.  Wbere  the  letters  are  above 
the  single  rate,  additional  government 
stamps  are  J)ut  on  luid  charged  for  by  the 
company. 

'  The  extent  of  tbis  business  is  shown  by 
the  facts  that  Welts  St  Fargo  bought  of 
the  government  in  I86.I  over  two  millumt  of 
three  cent  envelopes,  fifteen  thousand  of 
six  cent  envelopes,  and  thirty  thousand  of 
t«n  and  eighteen  cent  ones,  besides  seventiy 
thousand  of  extra  three  cent  stamps  and 
twelve  thousand  five  hundred  of  six  cent 
ditto.  In  I8G4  the  business  increased,  as  it 
has  steadily  all  along,  and  the  three  cent 
envelopes  bought  and  sold  by  Wells  it  Fargo 
in  1S64  were  nearly  two  and  a  quarter  mil- 
lions, and  the  extra  stamps  aboQt  one 
hnndred  and  twenty-five  thousand.  Thus, 
all  the  agencies  of  WoIIn  &  Fargo  are  pii- 
vate  post-offices,  doing  the  business  of  the 
government  better  and  more  satisfactorily 
than  it  does  it  itself,  and  paying  the  govern- 
ment its  full  price  for  the  same.  One  long 
side  of  the  great  San  Francisco  office  is 
devoted  to  the  letters ;  clerks  wait  cour- 
teously, and  at  all  hours,  on  all  callers ;  and 
lists  of  the  letters  received  each  day  are 
regularly  posted,  so  that  any  one  can  tell  at 
once,  without  inquiry,  if  there  be  anything 
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for  him.  The  messengers  of  the  company 
on  stages  and  steamboats  receive  all  letters 
nnder  the  appropriate  envelopes,  and  the 
facilities  of  letter  carriage  they  afford  are 
much  wider  and  more  intimate  than  the 
government  gives.  This  part  of  the  busi- 
ness of  Wells  <fe  Fargo  is  very  profitable, 
and  its  success,  popularity,  and  wide  exten- 
sion, reaching  through  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  different  towns  and  villages,  and 
extending  as  well  to  the  newest  mining 
regions  in  Idaho  as  to  the  chief  cities  of 
California — even  beyond  post-offices  and  off 
mail  routes, — presents  very  effective  prac- 
tical arguments  for  the  government's  giving 
up  its  monopoly  of  the  mail  service.  The 
main  reason  offered  against  such  abandon- 
ment has  generally  been  that  the  sparsely 
settled  states,  and  widely  separated  popula- 
tions, could  not,  by  private  enterprise,  be 
served  with  (heir  letters  except  at  high  cost; 
but  the  experience  on  the  Pjicific  coast  more 
than  meets  this.  Private  enterprise  here 
does  better  than  the  government,  and  is  p  e- 
ferred  to  it.  Wells  &  Fargo  even  offered 
some  years  ago  to  do  the  whole  mail  service 
of  the  Pacific  coast  at  five  cents  a  letter, 
provided  the  franking  privilege  was  aibolished. 
They  could  doubtless  perform  it  with  profit 
at  three  cents,  and  would,  if  the  business 
were  all  secured  to  them. 

'  The  Wells  <fc  Fargo  express  is  mostly 
owned  in  New  York,  but  it  is  managed  out 
here  by  men  of  large  business  experience 
and  great  sagacity,  and  in  its  enterprise  and 
popular  facilities  not  only  strikingly  illus- 
trates but  greatly  advances  the  civilization 
of  these  states.  Often  it  runs  special  trea- 
sure waggons  with  escort,  and  frequently  its 
messengers  are  exposed  to  great  peril,  from 
robbers  and  Indianrs.  Those  from  Idaho 
now  have  to  ride  wide  awake  day  and  night, 
with  guns  and  pistols,  ready  loaded  and 
cocked.  The  stages  on  which  their  n^essen- 
gers  and  treasure  were  passing  were  stopped 
and  robbed  on  the  road  eight  times  during 
18^;  several  serious  robberies  have  also 
occurred  this  year,  and  in  one  case  a 
messenger  was  murdered.  The  managers  of 
the  express  are  influential  leaders  and 
movers  in  the  opening  of  new  routes  and 
in    establishing   lines   of  stages;    oven    also 


are  high  powers  in  the  constr action  of  rail- 
roads.' 

Formerly,  Wells,  Fargo,  4  Co.  undertook 
the  conveyance  of  letters  from  New  Yoric  to 
San  Francisco,  by  virtue  of  a  contract  with 
government.  On  the  2nd  of  March,  1861, 
the  postmaster-general  of  the  United  States 
was  directed  to  run  a  pony  express  from 
New  York  to  San  Francisco,  in  ten  days  for 
eight  months,  and  twelve  days  for  foar 
months.  The  contractors  were  to  cany  for 
the  government  5  lbs.  of  mail  matter  free  of 
charge;  were  to  have  the  privilege  of 
issuing  postage  stamps,  charging  the  public 
one  dollar  per  half-ounce  letter,  and  were  to 
receive  £20,0CM)  per  annum.  The  contract 
was  to  expire  oh  the  1st  July,  1864. 

Wells,  Fargo,  &  Co.,  having  acceipted  tbe 
government  offer,  issued  stamps  of  the  fol- 
lowing values. 

Device,  man  on  horseback.     Inscription, 

WELLS,  FARGO,  &  CO.,  PONY  EXPRESS. 

1  dollar,     red. 

2  „  rose,  green,  black. 
4     „  green,  black. 

Same  device.     Inscription,  wells,  karoo, 

A  CO.,  PONT  EXPRESS,  IF  ENCLOSED  IN  OUR 
FRANKS. 

10  cents,     \  02.,  brown. 

25     „  ^  02.,  blue,  red. 

These  latter  are  under  the  amount  anthor- 
ized  by  the  government  to  be  charged  for 
the  carriage  of  letters,  but  we  expect  tliat 
they  only  franked  them  over  a  portion  of  the 
route.  The  10  cents  has  always  been  the 
commonest  of  the  Pony  Express  stamps,  bnt 
the  two  25  cents,  both  recent  discoveries, 
are  very  scarce,  especially  the  red.  Besides 
these,  an  envelope  was  issued  inscribed, 

WELLS,  FARGO,  &  CO.,  \  OZ.,  PAID  PROJf  ST. 
JOSEPH     TO    PLACERVILLB,    PBU    PONY    BXI^tESS. 

Rose  ink. 

It  was  catalogued  by  Mount  Brown  pre- 
ceded by  a  note  of  interrogation,  indics^ve 
of  his  own  doubts  about  it.  In  response  to 
a  query,  in  the '  July  number,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Applegate,  jun.,  of  San  Frandsoo,  has 
favoured  us  with  the  following  information 
concerning  the  envelope. 

'  At  the  time  of  the  existence  of  the  Pony 
Express  between  New  York  and  San  Fran- 
cisco, all  letters  by  it  were  obliged  to  be 
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covered  bv  the  doubtful  envelope  of  W.,  F., 
&  Co.,  "^  oz.,  paid  from  St.  Joseph  to 
Placerville,"  or  they  woald  not  come  through. 
This  envelope  was,  as  its  name  indicates, 
affixed  [P]  at  St.  Joseph,  Missoari,  and  a 
charge  of  JO  cents  was  collected  on  such 
letters  on  their  arrival  here.* 

As  the  Pony  Express  stamps  were  placed 
in  circulation  under  the  authority  of  govem- 
menty  they  cannot  be  put  in  the  same 
category  as  ordinary  American  local  stamps. 
They  are,  in  our  opinion,  collectable  by  those 
amateurs  who  do  not  recognise  the  latter  as 
worthy  of  admission  into  their  albums. 

In  addition  to  those  named  above,  Mount 
Brown  catalogues, 

WELLS, ,  PAKGO,  <fc  CO,  (name  in  garter), 
coloured  impression,  circular. 

\  oz.,     1  dollar  blue. 

WELLS,  FARGO,  &  CO.,  PAID  EXPRESS,  TO  BE 
DROPPED    IN    NEW    TQRK    POST-OFFICE.       Black 

impression^  large  oblong. 

The  value  of  the  first  of  these  seems  to 
indicate  that  it  was  used  on  the  Pony  Ex- 
press line ;  what  pui'pose  the  second  served 
we  do  not  quite  understand,  but  trust  for 
enlightenment  to  the  courtesy  of  our  San 
Franciscan  friends. 

Independently  of  the  *  Rocky  Mountain 
stamps,*  Wells,  Fargo,  &  Co.  have  issued  a 
newspaper  label,  and  have  impressed  their 
variously-inscribed  franks  on  the  United 
States  envelopes,  as  stated  above.  The  nar- 
rative we  have  extracted  shows  that  these 
franks,  also,  are  possessed  of  peculiar  claims 
to  recognition  as  of  a  higher  order  than  the 
crowd  of  American  locals. 

Collectors  are  familiar  with  the  newspaper 
stamp  described  in  Mount  Brown *s  catalogue. 

WELLS,  FAKGO,    &  CO.,  ONE   NEWSPAPER   OVER 

CUB  CALIFORNIAN  ROUTE.  Coloured  impres- 
sion, large  oblong.  Blue.  The  probable 
value  of  which  is  less  than  10  cents,  as  it 
was  employed  exclusively  on  the  Pacific 
coast. 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Lomler  has  kindly  for- 
warded us  a  list  of  all  the  Californian  locals 
with  which  he  is  acquainted;  and  from  it 
we  take  the  following  catalogue  of  Wells, 
Fargo,  &  Co.'s  impressions  on  United  States 
envelopes,  which  we  have  every  reason  to 
believe  is  authentic. 


1.  Wells,  Faroo,  &  co.  through  our  cali- 
fornian AND  ATLANTIC  EXPRESS.  Red  On  buff 
and  (m  white. 

2.  WELLS,  FARGO,  &  CO.  OVER  OUR  CALI- 
FORNIAN AND  COAST  ROUTES.  Black  on  white 
and  on  buff,  blue  on  buff. 

3.  Same  device  with  boisr  mines,  paid 
50  cents  printed  in  red  beneath.  Red  on 
buff  and  on  white. 

4.  Same  device  with  for  Mexican  ports. 
PAID  25  CKNTS  printed  in  red  beneath.  Red 
on  buff  and  on  white. 

The  first  of  these  is  certainly  obsolete ; 
the  second  in  present  use,  but  we  are  not 
aware  whether  the  other  two  are  so  or  not. 
The  illustration  at  the  head  of  the  article 
will  give  an  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
obloDg  is  impressed  on  the  envek)pe. 

On  July  1st,  1864,  the  Pony  Express 
stamps  became  obsolete  by  the  termination 
of  the  contract;  but  this  circumstance,  far 
from  increasing  their  scarcity,  has  rendered 
them  quite  common.  At  one  time  their 
nominal  value  placed  unused  specimens  out  of 
the  reach  of  most  collectors,  and  post-marked 
specimens  were  by  no  means  easily  got;  but 
on  the  conclusion  of  the  contract  the  com- 
pany sold  the  blocks  to  a  New  York  stamp 
dealer,  by  whom  reprints  of  all  the  values 
have  been  made,  which  can  now  be  had 
for  a  trifle. 

A  NOVEL   PASTIME  FOR   ELEGANT 

LEISURE. 

An  ingenious  Parisian  artiste  has  recently 
struck  out  a  new  caprice  of  like  calibre  with 
the  multitudinous  ways  and  means  of  com- 
bining idleness  with  industry,  that  have 
resulted  in  the  invention  of  potichomanie, 
decalcumanie,  &c.,  &c.  It  is  a  species  of 
mosaic  work ;  but  the  patterns,  in  lieu  of 
being  formed  of  various  coloured  marbles,  or 
other  stones,  are  manufactured  entirely  out 
of  postcuje  stamps!  The  amount  of  effect 
produced,  from  such  an  apparently  barren 
source,  is  almost  inconceivable,  without 
ocular  demonstration.  Garlands,  crowns, 
and  baskets  of  flowers  are  accurately  por- 
trayed in  their  natural  colours ;  and,  strango 
to  say,  all  those  hitherto  produced,  by  the 
taste  and  patience  of  the  inventor,  have  been 
made  solely  from  the  various  current  French 
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labels.  Of  course,  were  otlwr  stamps  also 
drawn  into  requiRition,  a  stilt  greater 
variety  wonld  be  attaitmble ;  the  FrsDt^ 
series,  though  varying  much  in  tint,  being 
devoid  of  bright  yellow,  manve,  and  other 
shades,  common  to  the  floral  tribe.  There 
is,  however,  no  great  paucity  of  colour  in 
the  set  of  French  stamps,  as  an  inspection 
of  some  of  the  prodntitioDB  under  notice 
would  prove.  The  1  o.  and  b  c.  afford  each 
two  shades  of  green  for  the  foliage;  the 
40  c.  and  80  c.  the  same  number  of  acarlet 
and  rose  shades ;  the  20  c.  gives  two  blues ; 
and  the  2  c,  4  c,  and  10  c.  supply  the 
requisite  contrasting  neutral  tints.  Pen, 
pencil,  or  brush  takes  no  part  in  the  dainty 
work ;  oven  the  pistils  of  the  flowers  being 
represented  either  by  a  dot  of  the  natural 
colonr,  or  by  a  cancelling  maric  carefully 
cut  ont  by  acissors  into  the  required  shape. 

The  flower-baskets  and  garlands,  interest- 
ing aa  they  may  be  in  themselves,  do  not 
call  for  oar  immediate  attention ;  but  the 
crowns,  representative  of  the  different  Euro- 
pean dynasties,  are  eo  peouliarly  adapted 
for  beading  pages  in  a  postage-stamp 
^bnm,  that  we  cannot  but  recommend  those 
of  onf  readers,  the  gentler  sex  especially, 
who  have  sufficient  taste  and  leisure,  to  try 
their  bands  in  the  production.  The  same 
remark  is  applicable  to  the  flags,  crests,  or 
other  armorial  insignia  of  countries :  and 
the  objection  raised  by  some  amateurs  to 
the  introduction  of  such  embellishments,  as 
quite  extraneous  and  intrusive,  in  this  case 
may  be  satisfactorily  met  with  the  verity, 
that  the  interlopers  are  wholly  and  solely 
transmuted  postage  stamps ! 

Trivial  aa  the  occupation  may  seem  to 
those  who  do  not  enter  into  the  requirements 
of  the  contrivance,  we  beg  to  assure  them 
that  no  small  amount  of  taste,  patience,  in- 
genuity, and  artistic  skill  must,  of  necessity, 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  a  correct  execution. 
Should  any  of  our  fair  patronesses  wish  to 
obtain  a  specimen  as  a  model  for  induHtrious 
imitation,  the  address  of  the  inventress  may 
be  had  on  application  to  our  publishers. 


Brrmbk.— There  Bra        .   ,.       ,    _ 

■dditioD  to  tint  bctonging  to  thi-  dty,  vi?, ,  thomr  it 
Hinoret,  Pni»iB,  Oldenburg,  snd  'Aum  toA  Taiii, 
eichof  which  etrployfif- 


POSTAGE-STAMP  DEVICES. 

{Qmeludid  from  pagt  IS3). 
fil   OVBRT  TATLOB. 

Next  in  order  after  the  stamp  deities  come 
the  emblematic  tigures  of  Hope  and  of  Hel- 
vetia.    The   former  of  these  is  tbe  central 
figure  on    both 
tbe      triangular 
and  rectangular 
Cape       stamps. 
Probably  uabet- 
^fer  device  could 
nave  been  adopt- 
ed for  the  emiMions  of  a  oolony  whiob  haa 
Hope  in  its  name  ;  although  we  do  noi  see 
sufficient  affinity  between  Hope  and  mnttoB 
to  justit^  their  being  connected  on  tbe  cur- 
rent issue.     Annexed  is  an  engraving  of  the 
triangular  fourpence,   which,  like  ite  fellows, 
is  now  obsolete. 

The  Swiss  figure  resembles  that  of  liberty 
(may  it  not  possibly  be  intended  for  the 
goddess  ?),  but  tbe  head  is  snrroundea  by  a 
wreath,  and  the  shield  bears  the  Swiss  cross 
clearly  displayed.  On  the  old  stamps  ike 
full  face  is  given,  and  as  the  features  are  m 
very  indistinct  relief,  the  entire  head  baa 
somewhat  the  appearance  of  a  mop.  Tbe 
figure  is  smaller,  and  altogether  more  gmce> 
fill,  on  tbe  onrrent  stamps,  and  the  profile 
only  is  shown.  Following  these,  we  may 
note  the  figure  on  the  Nevis,  and  the  ia- 
teresting  group  on  the  Sydney  stamps,  which 
concludes  tlie  list  of  emblematic  hnman 
figures. 

The  animal  kingdom  is  pretty  well  repre- 
sented on  postage  stamps,  though  a  natural* 
bt  might  find  &ult  with  the  delineation  of 
some  of  the  creatures  which  appear.  The 
enthusiastic  Englishman  will  discorer  from 
observation  of  stamps  that  his  oount^  has 
not  a  monopoly  of  the  lion  ;  that  there  are 
others  besides  the  redoubtable  British  on^ 
which  reposes  wide  aw^e  at  Britannia's 
feet  on  the  Mulready  envelope.  In  that 
wonderfiil  design— we  may  remark  in  paasing 
— the  elephant,  the  camel,  the  reindeer,  and 
the  dog,  together  with  the  ethereal  beings 
which  are  flying  away  to  right  and  left,  abo 
find  place,  but  none  of  them  are  portrayed 
on  any  adhesive  stamp. 
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A  lioQ  with  a  unioom  suppoHs  tbe  arms 
of  Hanover  on  the  obsolete  stamps;  another, 
the  shield  of  Tuscany:  two  more  are  jast 
visible  on  the  Schleswig  Holstein  shield.  A 
fifth  is  represented  on  tbe  Finland  stamps 
holding  a  dagger;  a  sixth  on  the  Norwegian 
issue  clutching  an  axe.  On  the  current 
3  ore  Sweden  is  a  seventh  lion  taking  his 
ease  with  his  back  to  the  sun;  and  an  eighth 
(concerning  which  our  readers  will  find  an 
interesting  account  in  vol.  ii.,  p.  139,  of  the 
Siamp-CoUectoT^s  Magazine)  figures  on  the 
second  and  third  issues  of  Oldenburg. 

But  the  eagle  has  made  its  appearance  on 
a  still  larger  number  of  stamps.  Double- 
headed,  and  with  a  shield  on  its  breast,  it  is 
the  central  figure  on  the  Austrian,  Russian, 
and  Polish  labels,  and  is  on  all  these  en- 
graved in  regular  heraldic  style.  The  shield 
on  the  A^^trian  has,  by  the  bye,  another 
lion  on  it,  and  the  Russian  one  contains  a 
representation  of  St.  George  and  tbe  Dragon 
— whereby  our  readers  will  learn  that 
another  nation  beside  our  own  has  a  par- 
tiality for  the  Cappadocian  saint.  The 
device  on  the  shield  of  the  Polish  stamps 
is  extremely  indistinct;  so  much  so,  that 
"WO  conld  never  discover  any  on  the  ad- 
hesives,  but  on  a  close  examination  of 
well-printed  envelopes  a  single-headed  eagle 
is  visible.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the 
Potish  arms  as  given  in  Moens*  album, 
but  the  mounted  soldier,  which  occupies  one 
half  of  the  shield  there  eng^ved,  is  certainly 
wanting  in  that  on  the  stamp.  The  Lubeck 
issues  also  bear  a  double-headed  eagle  with 
the  plain  shield  of  the  city  on  its  breast ; 
and  hidf  the  bird  and  half  the  shield  are 
shown  on  the  Bergedorf  stamps. 

The  Prussian  bird  has  but  one  head,  and 
that  is  on  both  stamps  and  flags  turned  to 
the  right,  whilst  on  the  arms  in  Moens'  album 
it  is  turned  to  the  left — ^which  is  correct? 
Some  months  since  it  was  stated,  in  this 
magazine,  that  the  letters  T.  R.,  or  F.  R.,  on 
the  eagle's  breast,  were  merely  the  initials 
of  the  engraver ;  but  Moens,  in  his  plate  of 
the  arms,  places  the  letters  F.  R.  on  tlie  shield 
in  front  of  the  bird,  proving,  if  he  is  right, 
that  they  mean  something  dificrent  from 
what  was  supposed.  Perhaps  some  Prussian 
collector  can  explain  their  significance. 


The  old  Modenese  stamps  are  graced  by 
an  eagle  rather  out  of  condition  ;  the  Gene- 
vese  possessed  half  of  one ;  and  on  the  old 
series  of  Moldo-Wallachia  a  quaint  bird, 
possibly  an  eagle,  shares  the  honour  of  re» 
presentation  with  a  bull's  head. 

The  countries  of  the  new  world  are 
hardly  less  partial  than  those  of  the  old  to 
the  adoption  of  the  eagle  as  a  portion  of 
their  armorial  bearings.  It  is  the  central 
figure  of  the  current  Venezuela,  the  obsolete 
'dropletter'  stamp  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  Imperial  Mexican.  It  appears 
on  some  of  the  hand-stamped  Bolivians; 
surmounts  the  new  issue  of  Colombia ;  and 
adorns  the  stamps  of  Martinique. 

The  horse  has  its  patrons  in  Hanover, 
Brunswick,  Naples,  Uruguay,  and  Venezuela, 
and  is  drawn  most  naturally  on  the  gaucho 
stamps,  where  it  is  represented  bearing  on 
its  back  one  of  the  country  postmen  or  his 
guide.  A  stag  is  portrayed  on  the  Wur- 
temburg  issue,  a  cow  on  the  Uruguay,  a 
llama  on  the  Peru,  a  bull's  head  on  the  two 
Mecklenburgs  and  old  Wallachian,  a  bear 
on  the  Madrid,  a  dove  on  the  Basle,  a  'swan 
on  the  Western  Australian,  a  beaver  on  the 
Canadian,  and  a  serpent  on  the  Mexican 
stamps. 

Amongst  legendary  animals,  two  griffins 
support  the  Baden  shield,  another  is  seg- 
reant  on  the  current  Livonian;  two  dolphms 
grasp  the  upper  scroll  on  the  Java  stamp ; 
and,  strangest  of  all,  a  creature  composed  of 
nothing  but  three  legs  forms  part  of  the 
Naples  arms — what  it  is  supposed  to  mean, 
or  why  it  was  adopted  as  an  heraldic  em- 
blem, we  cannot  say. 

The  vegetable  world  is  poorly  represented 
by  a  tree,  wreaths,  and  branches,  on  the 
Peru  and  Madrid;  a  cactus  twig  on  the 
current  Mexican ;  a  wheat-sheaf  on  the  old 
Venezuela;  the  British  heraldic  flowers  on 
the  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and 
Newfoundland ;  and,  possibly,  a  yam  on  the 
Bahamas. 

The  Nicaraguan  and  Costa  Rica  stamps 
each  contain  a  fine  view  splendidly  engraved. 
The  Costa  Rica  scene  is,  of  course,  intended 
to  represent  the  two  great  oceans,  and  the 
land  which  divides  them.  The  Nicaraguan 
view  is  said  to  be  that  of  the  valley  of  Leon. 
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A  ship  has  presented  itself  to  the  mindH 
of  eeveral    etanip  engraverR   as   au   nppro- 

Iiriate  device  for  labels  intended  to  frank 
etters  across  broad  seas  to  distant  conntries. 
Those  on  the  12^  c.  Brunswick  and  Pacific 
Steam  Navigation  Company's  stamps  are 
the  best  drawn  ;  thoBC  on 
BncnoB  Ay  res  (n  speci- 
1  of  which  we  engmve) 
Ecuador,  the  worst. 
j  Tlie  La  Ganira  stamps  also 
bear  a  e ten m- packet  nt  the 
■"  top,  and  the  British  Guiana, 
nship  with  canvas  spread,  Liberia,  Trinidad, 
Barl»do9,  and  old  Maiiritins  have  a  ship  as 
a  sobordinate  part  of  the  device,  as  also 
have  the  Sydney  stamps.  The  ship  on  the 
Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company's  labels 
lias  itA  bows  to  the  right  on  the  2  ris,,  and  to 
the  left  on  the  1  ri. 

Our  list  must  conclude  with  the  mention 
of  the  fiags  of  the  South  American  countries ; 
the  wavEke  cannon  on  the  one-cent  New 
Grauada;  the  castles  of  Hamburg,  Bcrgc- 
dorf,  'Spain,  and  Honduras;  the  keys  of 
Bremen  and  Geneva ;  the  house  and  son  on 
the  Uniguay;  the  train  on  the  one-ceul  New 
Brunswick  J  and  the  rrowns,  which  as  the 
emblem  of  sovereignty,  appear  on  such  a 
large  number  of  postage  stamps. 


WHAT  SHALL  WE  CALL  IT? 
Wb  most  premise  that  this  is  a  very  free 
rendering  of  the  original  title,  which  is 
more  ia  accordance  with  French  than 
English  notions  of  propriety.  The  talented 
author  of  the  article  commences  with  the 
natural  wonder  that  during  the  sis  or  seven 
years,  in  which  ho  many  have  busied  them- 
selves in  postuge-stamp  collecting,  no  one 
haa  thouglit  upon  a  proper  designation  fur 
a  pursuit  so  fascinatiii?  to  some,  and  so 
proBtable  to  othera.  He  objects  to  tbo 
word  '  timbrumania '  as  being  rather  sar- 
oastic  and  susceptible  of  a  wrong  interpre- 
tation ;  and  proposes,  therefore,  honcefurth, 
as  it  had  been  hitherto  eniployed  only  ia 
default  of  a  better  term,  to  banish  it  from 
common  parlance,  and  forget  that  so  odious 
an  appellation  ever  existed. 

Supposing  then,  he  proceeds  to  say,  that 
the  beast  is  dead   and   its   vuhom   powerless. 


we  must  look  out  for  a  sncceBBOr,  having 
none  of  its  defects,  but  more  than  all  its 
good  qualities.  Where  seek  for  this  ram 
nvU  ?  Any  one  Is  entitled  to  offer  advice  on 
the  subject,  and  fortune  ever  favouring  the 
Ixild,  he  yentni'es  to  suggest  something  quite 
applicable. 

In  the  article  IVom  which  we  qoote,  the 
term  '  timbrophily'  and  its  derivatives  tim- 
bropliilic,  Ac.,  are  totally  ignored;  of  conrs© 
according  to  (ho  received  law  that  a  com- 
pound word  must  not  draw  from  two  lan- 
guages at  once.  Adhering  strictly  to  thtn 
rule,  we  ought  to  discard  such  accepted  and 
acceptable  words  as  fire-arms,  steam-cngme, 
picture- frames,  4c.,  and  where  is  the  im- 
propriety of  calling  our  ingenious  friend  a 
name-giver? 

After  a  few  remarks  on  the  nniversaUty 
of  borrowing  scientific  compounds  from  the 
classic  tongues,  he  proposes  the  word  pAiVn- 
W^/e,  which  we  anglicise  into' philately'  for  onr 
pet  pursuit.  He  derives  the  word  from  f^i.- 
friend  or  amateur,  and  oriAiii,  the  adjective, 
or  sTcAeiB,  the  substantive,  the  latter  word 
implying  exemption  from  tax.  A  philatelist^ 
then,  is  one  who  is  fond  of  these  ronnds, 
ovals,  squares,  or  other  forms  which  bring' 
your  epistles  free  of  postage  to  your  doofs. 

Twelve  months  have  glided  on  since  the 
substance  of  this  little  dissertation  waa 
penned  ;  and  the  French  terms  j'hilnteh  and 
j'liilak'lie,  as  well  as  their  English  equiva- 
lents 'pliilatefy,'  'philatelist,'  and  'philatelic,' 
launched  into  life  have  become  nousehold 
words  in  the  postage-stamp  collecting  world. 
We  would  go  ferthor  than  our  I^rrisian 
friend,  and  suggest  'Philutclia'  as  an  elegant 
name  for  a  you[ig  lady  infant.  Some  score 
or  so  years  hence,  the  first  column  of  tbo 
Tinieg  may  announce  the  marriage  of  Tim- 
brophilus  Blank,  Esq.,  to  Fhilatclia,  danghter 
of  Stamp  Collector,  Esq.,  of  Postage  Place! 

It  was  in  consaiuence  of  being  nnaware 
of  the  correct  derivation  of  the  word  philate- 
list that  the  corrector  of  the  press  misspelled 
the  word  in  the  preface  to  Mr.  Staunton's 
work,  reviewed  in  this  number  ;  believing  it 
came  from  ?iaoi.  and  niKf.  from  afer.  The 
word  thus  spelt  pliHtileh'tl  wonid  be  alike 
applicable,  only  we  could  scarcely  collect 
our  f  10:1  issues  with  propriety  in  this  caae, 
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and  we  fiwcy  amateurs  would  object  to 
banish  tbem.  Moreover,  Mons.  Herpio's 
coinage  will  serve  equally  to  designate  the 
collection,  which,  no  doubt,  the  roll  of  years 
^yill  eventually  bring  into  vogue,  of  receipt, 
bill,  and  other  commercial  labels  whose 
presence  clears  from  any  further  tax. 

NEWLT-ISSUED   OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

*  ElDging  the  changes.' 
TKis  hackneyed  quotation  will  most  happily 
introduce  a  twin  series  of  twice  five  indi- 
viduals, just  introduced  to  the  philatelic 
world  in  time  to  close  our  dozen  chapters  on 
novel  issues,  in  this  third  year  of  our 
magazine's  career,  with  great  eclat.  Com- 
munications from  more  than  one  corres- 
pondent announce,  and  the  specimens 
before  us  prove  the  fact  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  postal  firm  of  Schleswig  and  Holstein, 
and  the  commencing  of  business  by  each  part- 
jier  on  his  own  account.  The  page  of  our 
albums  appropriated  to  Schleswig  Holstein 
will  now  present  a  goodly  array  to  the 
spectator.  Not  wevy  long  since  the  pair  of 
rarities  launched  forth  into  brief  circulation 
in  1848,  were  the  sole  representatives  of 
their  country;  and  these  remained  so  for 
sixteen  years:  but  a  shoal  of  novelties 
started  up  with  dazzling  rapidity,  and  now 
no  fewer  than  two-and-tw^enty  perfectly 
distinct  labels  he  before  us,  emanating  all 
from  Schleswig  and  Holstein,  either  sepa- 
rately or  conjunctly ! 

We  write  'perfectly  distinct'  advisedly, 
though  the  uninitiated  would  be  puzzled  to 
appreciate  distinction  or  difference  between 
several  of  the  specimens  were  they  all  laid 
at  once  before  them.  They  remind  one  of 
the  marriage  of  widowers  with  widows,  each 
supplied  with  a  progeny ;  and  in  course  of 
time,  obliged  to  allude  to — your  family — my 
family — and  our  family — the  changes  being 
rung  on  Schleswig,  on  Holstein,  and  on 
Schleswig  Holstein.  Though  but  five 
colonrs  are  used  for  the  whole  twenty- two — 
blue,  rose,  green,  palo-bistre,  and  lilac, — num- 
bering seven,  ^ve,  four,  [three,  and  three 
respectively, — the  shades,  especially  the  blue, 
are  so  varied  as  to  present  a  pleasing  aspect 
on   the   page   appropriated   to    them.     The 


original  rose  and  blue,  of  course,  figure  side 
bv  side  on  the  top,  and  are  readily  dis- 
tmguished  from  the  rest  both  by  shape  and 
design.  Then  come  the  three  square  ones, 
all  blue :  the  latest  of  the  three  is  distinct 
enough,  both  from  device,  6emi;perforation, 
and  the  peculiaily-patterned  paper  on  which 
it  is  printed;  but  the  two  others  are  so 
alike  as  to  have  once  given  occasion  for  a 
tolerably  acute  connoisseur  to  send  us  a 
communication  that  the  new  Holstein  stamp 
was  '  already  forged.'  On  comparison,  how- 
ever, they  are  easily  identified ;  the  blue  in 
one  being  much  paler,  the  central  circle  and 
lettering  smaller,  but  the  border  inscription 
larger. 

The  remaining  seventeen  are  oval ;  conge- 
nerical with  the  Oldenburgs  and  some  of 
the  Prussians  in  shape,  colour,  and  wretched 
substitute  for  perforation ;  but  sporting  the 
figure-design  of  the  Thum  and  Taxis 
envelope.  Here  comes  the  diflBculty  of 
identification.  Wo  imagine  the  collec- 
tor who  wishes  to  complete  his  sets  must 
be  gifted  with  a  most  uncommon  memory  to 
do  so  without  notes.  There  are  but  five 
values  in  all ;  four  of  which  are  4  schillinge, 
and  three  of  them  pale  bistre.  There  are 
three  of  the'  2  sch.,  all  blue ;  two  of  the 
1^  sch.,  equivalent  to  a  silber  groschen  :  one 
of  these  is  lilac,  the  others  rose.  There  are 
two  green  and  the  same  number  of  lilac 
1|  sch. ;  and  two  green  and  one  rose  ^  sch. ! 
The  colours  being  no  guide  for  recollection, 
let  us  look  at  the  inscription :  this  equally 
fails  us;  the  first-issued  pair  of  the  seventeen 
are  circumscribed  herzogth  schleswig,  and 
value  in  words ;  which  is  repeated  in  figures, 
4  and  1 J  in  the  central  ovals.  But  the  cor- 
responding pair  of  the  set  of  five,  just  out, 
bears  a  precisely  similar  legend :  here, 
consequently,  we  must  return  to  the  colours, 
which  are  rose  and  green  for  the  originals, 
and  bistre  and  lilac  for  the  latest.  The  next 
five  in  order  are  the  Schleswig  Holsteins, 
and  unmistakable  on  inspection  of  such 
printed  title.  Additional  to  the  Talnes  1| 
and  4,  the  former  being  the  same  colour  as, 
but  the  latter  substituting  the  shabby  Prus- 
sian bistre  for  the  rose  of  the  preceding, 
three  new  values  appear,  the  i,  IJ,  and 
2  sch.  in  rose,  lilac,  and  blue. 
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For  the  doaUa  aeries  jaet  started  the 
tKBte  TBlnee  do  dnlj,  but  tlte  ^  Bcb.  rose  liaa 
beeome  green;  the  1^  green  is  lilao;  and 
tbe  1§  lilac,  rose  in  botb  setH;  tbe  bine 
2  sch.  alone  being  nncbanged,  end  the  4  sch. 
bistre  &a  before.  In  ovals,  therefore,  the 
spectator  will  notice  one  ^  sch.  rose,  and 
two  greens;  two  green  and  tlie  same  number 
vf  liliic  i\  sob.;  one  lilau  and  two  rose 
IJ  Rcb. ;  a  trio  of  blue  2  sch. ;  and  one  rose, 
and  three  bistre  4  sch.  Tbese  colours, 
nevertheless,  are  not  precisely  of  tbe  same 
shade ;  in  the  specimens  we  described  from, 
the  pair  of  latest  greens,  and  tbe  Holatein 
lilac  are  paler,  but  tbe  Scbleswig  azure,  and 
the  ■  Holstein  bistre  are  deeper  than  tbe 
others ;  and  the  1 J  sch.  of  tbe  latter  country 
is  a  decided  carmine.  The  6gures,  more- 
over, of  tbe  new  Sch les wigs,  like  th»r 
predecesBorfl,  are  in  cameo ;  whereas,  the 
Holstein  are  not  so ;  and  tbe  bistre  of  the 
latter  set,  in  lien  of  a  large  i,  shows 
4  schillinge^S  s.  gr.  in  the  central  oval. 
This  stamp  too,  as  well  as  the  carmine  1^ 
Bch.^=l  s.  gr.,  sports,  not  only  tbe  legend  in 
colour  on  white,  bnt  the  word  iiebzogthdu 
at  foil  length,  whereas  the  three  others  have 
it  abbreviated  into  uebzogtr., white  on  colour, 
and  show  a  bonndary  of  white  dots  within, 
and  ft  scalloped  border  withont  the  inscrip- 
tion. Though  the  4  sch.  of  Scbleswig  does 
not    remind     of    its    equivalent    in    eilber 

Soschen,  the  1 J  s.gr.  does  so,  and,  unlike  the 
olsteins,  the  general  design  is  precisely 
similar  in  the  stamps  for  that  country. 
Finally,  without  reference  to  the  several 
inscriptions,  tbe  blue  of  Holstein  cannot  be 
confounded  with  those  of  ■Scbleswig  or 
Scbleswig  Holstein,  as,  independently  ot'  the 
white  dots  previously  noted,  the  figure  2 
is  broader  and  more  ornamental;  neither 
can  that  of  Scbleswig  Holstein  be  mistaken 
for  tbe  Scbleswig,  the  word  sc(!iM.iKQji  of  the 
latter  being  SCniLI,l\G  in  the  former,  A  col- 
lector able  to  recollect  and  rejteat  all  this 
correctly  mfmuiriter  ae  vsrliatim,  may,  with 
propria^,  claim  tbe  title  and  diploma  of 
president  of  the  society  of  posta^^stamp 
collectors. 

The  red  penny  stamp  of  the  series  for 
tbe  Bermudas,  ilesrribed  in  onr  October 
number,  forms  our  £rst  illnstration.     As  tbe 


work  of  a  metropolitan  en- 

\  graver  we  must  patxtotically 

\  credit    its    perfection ;.    in 

\  print  at  least;  whatever  onr 

>  own  privata  opjnion  of  its 

\  merits.      Yet,  truth  to  tetl. 

)  we  tJiink  our    own    postal 

\  designers     and     engravers 

might  csondescrad    Intake 

a  lesson  from  those  of  the  Ximk^A  SUtea. 

Here,  however,  are  tbe  new  can^aisft^the 

slAmp  delegates— from  a  hitherto  Q^Mnv- 

seuted   colony,    and   we  can  bat  intzDnce 

them   to  the   notice  of  philatelist^  leaving 

encb  one  to  pass  his  own  judgment  aa  tbeir 

desirn. 

We  have  just  received  a 
description  of  the  new  Bel-  I 
gian  issue;    but  have  time  ^i 
and   space  for  a  bare  men-  ^ 
tion   only,  reserving  a  full  M 
detail   fur   the   New   Year,  t 
Profile  to  left,    10  c.  grey,  ^ 
20  c.  blue,  30  c.  brown,  40  y 
o.    carmine,    I     franc   Ulac 
(which  we  engrave).     The  1   c.,   2  c.  Mid 
6  c,  are  to  b^r  the  arms  of  the  kingdcHn. 
Tbe  long-anticipated  Bmnswick  enussiun, 
a  proof  of  which  was  figured  in  the  number 
for  Pebrnary,   is   now   in    process    of  issue. 
We  do  not  admire  the  new  so  mncb  as  the 
old  specimens,  which  were  really  umameDfa 
to  collections.     The  only  advantage  we  see 
derivable  from  the  modem  set,  is  tbe  fact 
of  tbeir  allowing  more  room  for  tbe  address 
on    letters  ;    and,    as   stamps  are  decidedly 
issued  more  for  business   than   coUectorial 
purposes,  we  dare  say  nnthing  against  them. 
Tlie  values  are  5  groschen  black,  1  groschen 
rose,   2  groschen  bine,   3  groschen  bistre,   nf 
which  the  last  three  only  are  placed  on  enve- 
lopes. 

The  stamp  reported  as 
\  finally  adopted  by  the  Per- 
:  sian  government,  bears  in 
■  central  circle  a  lion  pn»»ami 
r  with  drawn  sword,  behind 
I  which  ^e  snn  awkwardly 
',  rises  as  though  with  a  wry 
I  neck  ;  value  in  small  circles 
in  each  comer;  impreasioft 
bright  blue  on  white ;  perforated. 
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The  quoted  2  annse  rose-lilac  of  India 
turns  oat  a  chemioa]  impoattire.  The  ^  anna 
envelope  impreBttions  are  now  printed  on 
sheets  of  paper,  we  preanme  for  use  as 
newspaper  labels. 

The  accompanying  cut  of  a  fourpenny 
Trinidad  Ttae  engraved  Irom  a  specimen  of 
a  rather  abnormBl  coloDr, 
[  which  may,  or  may  not,  be 
I  the  effect  of  age  or  some  ex- 
\  tmnooDs  cause.  It  is  of 
i  &a  exceedingly  dingy  riolet, 
i  almost  similar  in  hne  to 
\  the  earlier  shilling  of  the 
i  island,  no  valnedtiBignated. 
Many  of  our  readers  will 
remember  Ihe  old  school- boy  t^e,  'oyee  and  no 
eyes,  or  the  art  of  seeinf^.'  Never  is  tt«  moral 
better  exemplified  than  by  the  continned  intro- 
duction of  novel  features  hitherto  unremarked 
in  even  the  commonest  postage  stamps.  A 
correspondent  of  the  observant  species  calls 
our  attention  to  a  peculiarity  noticeable  in 
the  second  series  of  our  own  fourpenny 
stamps,  which  he  attribntes, — and  here,  for 
reasons  presently  to  be  sbited,  we  disagree 
with  him, — to  a  mirforhine  similar  to  what 
befel  the  transmogrified  15  centesimi  of  Italy. 
In  some  specimens  the  four  small  comer 
sqnares  have  the  exterior  angle  cut  off  by  a 
slight  but  very  distinct  white  line;  and  on 
the  right  of  the  left,  and  on  the  left  of  the 
right  hand  lower  squares  appear  a  pair  of 
white  units.  Other  individuals  are  entirely 
destitute  of  the  diagonal  lines,  ond  show  one 
nnit  only  in  the  specified  positions.  What  is 
the  reason  of  this?  la  it  designed  or  acci- 
dental ?  The  regularity  of  both  units  and 
diagonals  seems  to  preclude  our  corres- 
pondent's view  of  the  subject :  if  purposely, 
It  seems  purposeless  to  the  uninitiated. 
That  these  extra  marks  were  not  originally 
in  the  stamps  is  proved  by  our  possession  of 
a  specimen- marked  label,  obtained  on  the 
day  of  their  first  issue,  which  ta  devoid  of 
both  jjeculiarities;  and  our  specimen  nine- 
penny  is  equally  fVee  from  such  characler- 
jatios ;  while,  strange  to  say,  the  current 
ninepennies  evidence  the  four  dif^onals 
exactly  as  does  the  fourpenny  in  question. 
It  would  be  singular  were  it  ascertained  a 
similar    accident    had    happened    to    each 


plate.       The    courtesy    of    some    qualified 
official  will  perhaps  solve  the  mystery. 

A  new  series  for  Uruguay  will  be  ready 
for  the  first  of  January,  18oG.  They  have 
been  engraved  in  England,  and  are  slight  re- 
minders of  the  current  Hamburg  series:  a 
large  central  figure  of  value  partially  ob- 
scured by  armorial  insignia. 

Oar  next  cut  represents  a  novelty,  both 
in  colour  and  value,  from  our  lately  too- 
unfortnnately  remarkable 
colony,  New  Zealand,  being  Z 
a  fourpenny  rose,  perfo- 
rated; and  from  what  we 
understand  it  replaces  the 
violet  threepenny  now  ob- 
solete. The  3  c.  and  6  c. 
U.  8.  envelopes,  are  nowre- 
spectively  printed  brown 
and  violet,  both  on  white  ' 
and  yellow  paper.  We  are  informed  that  a 
new  issue  is  in  preparation  for  Luxerabonrg, 
and  that  a  violet  10  c.  stamp  has  already 
been  issued. 

The  portrait  on  the  r*™ 


Vancouver  stamps  (one  of 
which  is  here  represented) 
is  identical  with  that  on  the 
Bermuda.  The  design  is 
I  also  precisely  similar  to  that 
of  the  new  1/  stamp  of  the 
latter  island,  and  the  design 
of  the  Bermuda  Id.,  en- 
graved above,  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  10 
cents  Vancouver.  The  colour  of  the  ap- 
pended stamp  is  red. 

Our  concluding  cut  is  that  I 
of  the  San  Marino  essay,  be- 
fore referred  to,  from  M.  Ries-  | 
ter's  design,  We  doubt  not, 
had  it  been  accepted,  the 
cost  of  engraving  would  have 
been  repaid  by  the  extra  sale 
of  stamps  to  philatelists. 

For  the  special  benefit  of  the  collectors  of 
varieties,  may  be  noticed  the  existence  of 
three,  if  not  all  of  the  envelopes  of  Mecklen- 
burg Schwerin  with  inscription  nearly  double 
the  usual  size.  The  I5,  3,  and  5  sch.  blue, 
being  known,  no  doubt  the  1  sch.  is  forth- 

The  French  colonies  are  about  to  receive 
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the  long-expected  blue  and  carmine  valnes; 
cbronicled  by  anticipation  several  years  ago. 
Amateurs  have  waited  some  time,  but  must 
have  patience  yet  a  little  longer,  only  a  few 
highly-fttvoured  individuals  having  been 
hitherto  enabled  to  procure  them  from  en- 
graver or  officials  in  whose  hands  they  lie 
for  the  present. 

A  couple  of  envelopes  open  for  acceptance 
or  rejection,  according  to  the  idrosyncracies 
of  collectors,  are  now  to  be  described.  One 
is  of  plain  buff  paper,  such  as  are  known  as 
American  envelopes,  the  other  of  white 
paper,  much  more  pretentious  fn  appearance 
on  the  reverse  or  tongue-side,  though  the 
obverse  bears  the  simple  hand-stamped  in- 
scription, DRESDEN,  date  of  use,  and  SANGER 
FEST-PLATZ  surmountiug  a  small  post  horn, 
in  a  large  oval,  like  its  companion.  What 
are  they  ?  They  may  be  placed  in  the  same 
category  as  the  sanitary  fair  emanations  et  hoc 
genus  omne ;  being  a  temporary  but  none 
tbe  less  a  legitimate  postal  issue. 

Germany  is  essentially  a  musical  nation ; 
and  it  is  customary  for  the  Gesangs  Vereine^ 
or  Orpheonic  societies,  which  exist  in  almost 
all  the  principal,  and  some  of  the  minor 
towns,  to  meet  occasionally,  with  due  pomp 
and  ceremony,  on  common  ground.  One  of 
these  meetings,  and  that  the  most  splendid 
that  has  ever  taken  place,  was  celebrated  at 
Dresden  in  the  present  year,  lasting  from 
tbe  22nd  till  tbe  25th  of  July.  The  number 
of  assembled  musical  professors  and  ama- 
teurs amounted  to  nineteen  thousand.  An 
elegant  and  imposing  looking  temporary 
edifice  was  erected  on  the  banks  of  the 
beautiful  Elbe,  elaborately  decked  and  orna- 
mented with  all  sorts  of  appropriate  devices, 
flags,  and  banners.  Every  art  and  trade 
was  represented  in  tbe  interior,  for  that 
purpose,  apportioned  into  streets  after  the 
manner  of  a  town ;  each  shop,  or  rather 
standing,  like  a  large  bazaar  or  fair,  ex- 
hibiting a  distinctive  calling  in  the  exposition 
of  wares.  His  majesty  of  Saxony,  who,  with 
all  his  family,  was  present  in  the  course  of 
every  day,  had  given  orders  that  both  the 
telegraph  and  the  post-office  should  be  duly 
represented.  Hence  originated  the  envelopes 
we  are  offering  to  notice.  Special  communi- 
cation took  place,  at  appointed  times,  between 


the  imitative  and  regular  post-offices,  the 
envelopes  under  notice  being  expedited  direct, 
either  with  or  without  the  necessary  postal 
labels.  They  were  to  be  purchased  at  tbe 
stalls  devoted  to  papeterie,  <&c.  All  that  ts- 
mained  from  the  originally-printed  thaasand 
were  bought  up  by  a  Parisian  dealer,  ♦  who 
is  ready  to  supply  them  to  philatelists.  The 
much  larger  and  more  elaborate  of  the  two 
has  the  obverse  covered  by  an  exceedingly 
elegant  and  tasty  device  in  green,  except  th«& 
locKs  mgiUi\  which  is  filled  by  a  very  large 
medallion  of  the  genius  of  German  song 
emblazoned  in  gay  colours  on  a  golden  back^* 
ground.  Below  is  a  motto  in  Gorman  which 
may  be  freely  rendered : 

*  Be  joyful  with  united  heart  and  hnod; 
God  ever  favours  yo«,  ye  tuneful  band  I  * 

In  relation  to  the  ever-streaming  crew  of 
essays,  proofb,  <fec.,  perhaps  some  line  of 
demarcation,  providing  always  such  a  line 
could  be  accurately  and  satisfactorily  defined, 
ought  to  be  decided  on.  For  our  o\fn 
part,  as  we  have  repeatedly  remarked, 
whatever  may  be  our  private  views  and 
actual  practice  in  the  moot  point,  our  publio 
duty  necessitates  our  chronicling  each,  every, 
and  all  in  the  remotest  degree  appertaining 
to  postal  productions. 

The  most  fastidious  objectors  to  essays 
unless  well  authenticated,  if  he  admit  any 
at  all  among  his  veritable  specifiiens,  cannot 
in  common  justice,  lay  a  fine  set  of  Tuscans 
under  his  ban.  Those  we  mean  are,  in 
fact,  proofs  taken  from  the  onginal  plate; 
decidedly  not  re-impressions,  ihe  dies  having 
been  all  destroyed. 

Specimens  exist,  on  white  paper  without 
any  watermark,  of  the  soldo,  quatrini,  1, 2, 
4,  6,  and  9  crazie  in  the  colwura  that 
were  afterwards  used.  There  is,  moreover, 
the  2  crassie  black  impression,   on  yeilow, 

♦  Coinjcidcntly  with  the  penning  of  these  remurV^  the 
Times  announcea  the  decease  of  the  party  alluded  to,  in 
the  following  terms  :— The  fattest  mAh  in  faris.— A 
German  named  Elb  L^vy,  the  largest  roan  in  Paris,  has 
just  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two.  At  the  time  of  hia  death 
ne  weighed  thirtj'-sevcn  stone,  twelre  nound,  although 
he  had  been  previously  somewhat  reducca  hy  iUsec&  For 
many  years  he  had  been  engaged  in  Brussela  and  Jhaa  as 
correspondent  for  German  journals;  but  two  yettrs  back 
he  abandoned  that  profession,  and  became  n  dealer 
in  postage  stamps  for  collections.^  JfVmM,  10th  uk. 
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green,  pink,  ired,  violet,  blue,  and  grey 
paper. 

Here  we.  may  not  inappropriately  intro- 
dnce  an  anecdote  illustratiTe  of  the  reason 
why  the  lion  was  chosen  tobefignred  among 
the  blazonry  of  the  Tuscan  arms.  It  is 
extracted  from  the  work  of  Mons.  J.  Van- 
dermaelen  of  Brussels,  intituled.  Historical 
Essays  on  the  Armorial  Bearings,  Grests,  Ofnd 
Devices  of  the  European  Staies  amd  Sovereigns. 
The  presence  of  a  lion  in  the  heraldry  of 
Florence,  takes  rise  from  a  dramatic  eirent 
in  the  history  of  that  city.  In  the  year 
12f59,  a  lion  having  escaped  from  his  cage, 
rushed  upon  a  young  boy,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  devouring  him.  The  child's  mother 
courageously  threw  herself  in  the  way  of 
the  fierce  beast,  and  by  her  screams  and 
^outs  so  terrified  the  animal  that  he  let 
his  prey  drop  safe  and  soupd  at  the  feet  of 
the  bold  parent.  The  repuUic,  in  memory 
of  the  circumstance,  took  upon  itself  the 
education  of  the  child,  on  whom  the  people 
bestowed  the  appellation  of  Orlanduccio  del 
Leone,  which  his  descendants  abbreviated 
into  Leoni. 

A  STATE  OP  SIEGE. 

BY  BAYARD  TAYLOR. 

A  DAY  or  two  after  my  arrival  in  San 
Francisco,  the  steamer  Unicom  came  into 
the  harbour;  being  the  third  which  had 
arrived  without  bringing  a  mail.  These 
repeated  failures  were  too  much  for  even  a 
patient  people  to  bear;  an  indignation 
meeting  in  Portsmouth-square  was  called; 
but  a  shower,  heralding  the  rainy  season, 
came  cm  in  time  to  prevent  it.  Finally, 
on  the  last  day  of  October,  on  the  eve  of  the 
departure  of  another  steamer  down  the 
coast,  the  Fa;na/ma  came  in,  bringing  the 
mails  for  July,  August,  and  September, 
all  at  once.  Thirty-seven  mail-bags  were 
hauled  up  to  the  little  post-oflBce  that  night, 
and  the  eight  clerks  were  astounded  by 
the  receipt  of  forty-five  thousand  letters, 
besides  uncounted  bushels  of  newspapers. 
I  was  at  the  time  domiciled  in  Mr.  Moore's 
garret,  and  enjoying  the  hospitalities  of 
his  plank-table ;  I  therefore  offered  my 
services    as    clerk-extraordinary,    and   was 


at  once  vested  with  full  powers,  and  in- 
itiated into  all  the  mysteries  of  counting, 
classifying,  and  distributing  letters. 

The  post-office  was  a  small  frame  building 
of  one  story,  and  not  more  than  forty  feet  in 
length.  The  entire  front,  which  was  graced 
with  a  narrow  portico,  was  appropriated 
to  the  windows  for  delivery,  while  the 
rear  was  divided  into  three  small  compart- 
ments— a  newspaper  room,  a  private  office, 
and  kitchen.  There  were  two  windows 
for  the  general  delivery,  one  for  French  and 
Spanish  letters,  and  a  narrow  entry  at 
one  end<  of  the  building,  on  which  faced  the 
private  boxes,  to  the  number  of  five  hun- 
dred, leased  to  merchants  and  others  at 
the  rate  of  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  month. 
In  this  small  space  all  the  operations  of  the 
office  were  carried  on.  The  rent  of  the 
building  was  7000  dls.  a-year,  and  the 
salaries  of  the  clerks  from  100  to  300  dls. 
monthly,  which,  as  no  special  provision  had 
been  made  by  government  to  meet  the 
expense,  effectually  confined  Mr.  Moore  to 
these  narrow  limits.  For  his  strict  and 
conscientious  adherence  to  the  law,  he 
received  the  violent  censure  of  a  party 
of  the  San  Franciscans,  who  would  have 
had  him  make  free  use  of  the  government 
funds. 

The  TanamaU  mail-bags  reached  the  office 
about  nine  o'clock.  The  doors  were  in- 
stantly closed,  the  windows  darkened,  and 
every  preparation  made  for  a  long  siege. 
The  attack  from  without  commenced  about 
the  same  time.  There  were  knocks  on 
the  doors,  taps  on  the  windows,  and  be- 
seeching calls  at  all  corners  of  the  house. 
The  interior  was  well  lighted;  the  bags 
were  emptied  on  the  floor,  and  ten  pairs  of 
hands  engaged  in  the  assortment  and  dis- 
tribution of  their  contents.  The  work  went 
<m  rapidly  and  noiselessly  as  the  night 
passed  away,  but  with  the  first  streak  of 
dayhght  the  attack  commenced  again. 
Every  avenue  of  entrance  was  barricaded ; 
the  crowd  was  told  through  the  keyhole 
that  the  office  would  be  open  that  day  to  no 
one ;  but  it  all  availed  nothing.  Mr,  Moore's 
Irish  servant  could  not  go  ibr  a  bucket  of 
water  without  being  surrounded  and  in 
danger  of  being  held  captive.      Men  dogged 
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his  heels  ia  the  hope  of  being  able  to  «lip  in 
behind  him  before  he  could  lock  the  door. 

We  Iftboared  Btea4ily  all  the  di^,  and  had 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  huge  pile 
of  letters  considerably  diminished.  Towards 
evening  the  impatience  of  the  crowd  in-< 
creased  to  a  most  annoying  pitch.  They 
knocked ;  they  tried  shouts  and  then  whia- 
pers,  and  then  shouts  again ;  they  implored 
and  threatened  by  turns;  and  not  seldom 
offered  large  bribes  for  the  delivery  of  their 
letters.  '  Curse  such  a  post>office  and  such 
a  postmaster ! '  said  one ;  *■  I'll  write  to 
the  department  by  the  next  steamer.  We'U 
see  whether  things  go  on  in  this  way  much 
longer.'  Then  comes  a  messenger,  slyly, 
to  the  back  door ;  *  Mr.  — —  sends  his  com- 
pliments, and  says  you  would  oblige  him 
very  much  by  letting  me  have  his  letters; 
he  won't  say  anything  about  it  to  anybody.' 
A  clergyman,  or  perhaps  a  naval  officer, 
follows,  relying  on  a  white  cravat  or  gilt 
buttons  for  the  favour  which  no  one  else  can 
obtain.  Hr.  Hoore  politely  but  6rmly 
refuses;  and  so  we  work  on,  unmoved 
by  the  noises  of  the  besiegers.  The  ex^ 
citement  and  anxiety  of  the  public  can 
scarcely  be  told  in  words.  Where  the 
source  that  governs  business,  satisfies  af-* 
fection,  and  supplies  intelligence,  has  been 
shut  off  from  a  whole  community  for  three 
months,  the  rush  from  all  sides  to  supply 
the  void  was  irresistible. 

In  the  afternoon^  a  partial  delivery  was 
made  to  the  owners  of  private  boxes.  It 
was  effected  in  a  skilful  way,  though  with 
some  danger  to  the  clerk  who  undertook 
the  opening  of  the  door.  On  account 
of  the  crush  and  destruction  of  windows  on 
former  occasions,  he  <^ered  them  to  form 
into  line  and  enter  in  regular  order.  They, 
at  first  refused,  but  on  his  counter-refusal  to 
unlock  the  door,  complied  with  some  diffi- 
culty. The  moment  the  key  was  turned, 
the  rush  into  the  little  entry  was  terrific^ 
the  glass  faces  of  the  boxes  were  stove 
in,  and  the  wooden  partition  seemed  about 
to  give  way.  In  the  space  of  an  hour 
the  clerk  received  postage  to  the  amount  of 
600  dls.:  the  prindp^  firms  frequently 
paid  from  50  to  100  dls.  for  their  cor^ 
respondence. 


We  toiled  on  tiU  afte^  midnight  of  the 
second  nighty .  when  the  work  was  so  &r 
advanced  that  we  could  spare  an  hoar 
or  two  for  rest^-  and  still  complete  the 
distribution  in  time  for  the  opening  of  the 
windows  at  noon  the  next  day.  So  we 
crept  up  to  our  blankets  in  the  garret,  worU' 
out  by  for<y-fonr  hours  of  steady  labour. 
We  had  scarcely  begun  to  taste  the  needful 
rest,  when  our  sleep,  deep  as  it  was,  was 
broken  by  a  new  sound.  Some  of  the 
besiegers,  lei^ning  that  the  windows  were 
to  be  opened  at  noon,  came  on  the  ground  in 
the  night,  in  order  to  have  the  first  chance 
for  letters.  As  the  nights  were  fresh  and 
cool^  they  soon  felt  chilly,  and  began  a 
stamping  march  along  the  portico,  which 
jarred  the  whole  building,  and  kept  us  all 
painfully  awake.  This  game  was  praotised 
for  a  week  after  the  distribution  com- 
menced, imd  was  a  greater  hardship  to 
those  employed  in  the  office  than  their  daily 
labours.  One  morning,  about  a  week  aft^ 
this,  a  single  individual  came  about  mid- 
night, bringing  a  chair  with  him,  and  some 
refreshments.  He  planted  himself  directly 
opposite  the  door,  and  sat  there  quietly 
all  night.  It  was  the  day  for  despatching^ 
the  Monterey  mail,  and  one  of  the  clerks  got 
up  about  four  o'clock  to  have  it  in  readiness 
for  the  carrier.  On  opening  the  door  in  the 
darkness,  he  was  confronted  by  this  man, 
who,  seated  solemnly  in  his  chair,  im- 
mediately gave  his  napie  in  a  loud  voice; 
*  John  Jenkins!' 

When,  finally,  the  windows  were  opened, 
the  scenes  around  the  office  were  still  more 
remarkable.  In  order  to  prevent  a  general 
riot  among  the  a{>plicants,  they  were  recom* 
mended  to  form  in  ranks.  This  plan  onqe 
established,  those  inside  could  work  with 
more  speed  and  safety.  The  lines  extended 
in  front  all  the  way  down  the  hill  into 
Portsmouth  square,  and  on  the  south  side  all 
across  Sacramento-street  to  the  tents  amon^ 
the  chapparal;  while  that  from  the  news- 
pf^er  window  in  the  rear  stretched  fear 
some  distance  up  the  hill.  The  maA  at  the 
tail  of  the  longest  line  might  count  on 
spending  six  hours  in  it  before  he  reached 
the  window.  Those  who  were  near  the 
goal  frequently   sold   out  their    places    to 
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impatient  candidates,  for  ten,  and  even 
twenty-five  dollars ;  indeed,  several  persons, 
in  want  of  money,  practised  this  game  daily 
as  a  means  of  living.  Vendors  of  pies, 
cakes,  and  newspapers  establisbed  them* 
selves  in  front  of  the  office,  to  supply 
the  crowd,  whfle  others  did  a  profifcftble 
business  by  carrying  cans  of  coffee  np  and 
down  the  lines. 

The  labours  of  the  post-office  were  greatly 
increased  by  the  necessity  of  forwarding 
thonsands  of  letters  to  the  branch  offices,  or 
to  agents  among  the  mountains,  according 
to  the  orders  of  the  miners.  Ttds  part  of 
the  business,  which  was  entirely  without 
remuneration,  furnished  constant  employ- 
ment for  three  or  four  clerks.  Several 
persons  made  large  sums  by  acting  as 
agents,  supplying  the  miners  with  their 
letters  at  one  dollar  each,  which  included 
the  postage  from  the  Atlantic  side.  The 
arrangements  for  the  transportation  of  the 
inland  mail  were  very  imperfect,  and  these 
private  establishments  were  generally  pre- 
ferred. 

REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

PosUufe-Stamp  Forgeries;  or^  the  Collector's 
Vade  Mecum.  By  J.  M.  Stourton. 
London^:  Triibner  &  Co. 

Thb  Bise  and  FaU  of  the  Roman  Empire 
employed  the  pen  of  one  of  the  most  elegant 
of  modern  historians.  A  vaunt  the  evil  day 
when  the  rise,  progress,  and  decadence  of 
postage-^stamp  collecting  shall  afford  fuel  for 
the  sarcastic  fire  of  'the  Hebdomadal  Re- 
viler  ' !  Our  pleasing  duty  consists,  at 
present,  in  testifying  to  the  better-half  of 
the  quoted  title. 

That  we  are  right  in  our  assumption,  the 
publication  under  review  is  ample  proof 
Not  many  months  since,  we  had  occasion  to 
mention  a  work  of  similar  character:  now 
the  supply  and  demand  for  all  sorts  of  food, 
both  mental  and  corporeal,  being  usually  in 
equal  ratio,  the  appearance  of  these  little 
volumes  of  the  caveat  emptor  species  would 
seem  necessitated  by  the  prevalence  of 
postage-stamp  forgeries.  Again,  were  there 
no  purchaser,  there  would  be  neither  vendors 
nor    concoctors   of   counterfeits;    and    the 


guHs,  in  all  innocence,  byjencouraging  the 
fraud,  testify  their  desire  for  the  genuine 
article.  Argal;  Messrs.  Spiro,  Brothers, 
and  their  Swiss  and  Scotch  brethren,  the 
bane ;  and  Messrs.  Pemberton  &  Dalston, 
and  now  Mr.  Stourton,  the  antidotes, 
prove,  not  only  the  non-decadence  of  tim- 
brophily,  but,  as  the  dupes  in  most  cases 
are  mere  tyros,  the  continued  enHstment  of 
recruits  in  the  timbrophilic  ranks.     Q.E.D. 

The  author  of  the  work  before  us,  still 
young,  has  been  an  enthusiastic  collector  for 
many  years;  and  now  offers  the  benefit  of 
his  experience  to  the  postage-stamp-coUecting 
portion  of  the  community. 

EJxclusive  of  title-page,  dedication,  pre- 
fsuce,  advertisements,  and  testimonial  from  a 
talented  antiquarian  author,  the  work  is 
composed  of  sixty  pages,  throughout  which 
the  distinctive  characteristics  of  the  several 
genuine  stamps,  and  their  imitations,  are  so 
accurately  portrayed  as  to  be  unmistakably 
recognizable  in  cases  of  doubt.  Proofs  and 
essays  are  not  at  aU  touched  upon ;  indeed 
we  are  scarcely  aware  of  such  having  ever 
been  imitated.  In  ^t,  the  author,  in  the 
preface,— and  here  we  do  not  altogether  side 
with  him, — takes  occasion  to  note  his  own 
total  rejection  of  them ;  and,  we  believe, 
would  relegate  them  under  the  same  cate- 
gory as  forgeries. 

In  the  description  of  the  forged  and 
genuine  Pony  Expresses,  an  unerring  and  re- 
markable distinction  between  them  is  not 
alluded  to.  Probably  fi^m  a  slip  of  the  en- 
graver's tool,  in  the  real  1,  2,  and  4  dollar 
stamps  may  be  observed  on  the  left  of  the 
crescent  canopying  the  figares  of  value  a 
small  extra  segment  partially  obscured  by 
the  shading.  The  N.B.  should,  moreover, 
have  specified  the  blue  25  cents  as  equally 
exempt  from  condemnation  with  the  10  c. 
brown. 

Comparing  their  Tuscan  Kons  with  Mr. 
Stourton's  notified  discrepancies,  collectors 
must  not  reject  any  specimens  unless  pre- 
senting all  the  given  characteristics  of 
impostors.  For  instance;  we  possess  our- 
selves, undoubtedly  genuine,  a  black  lion  with 
tail  and  crown  perfectly  distinct;  the  1,  2, 
4,  6,  9,  and  60  crazie  without  any  thick 
coloured  lines  on  the  animal's  back ;  the  2  c. 


190 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE.         [Dec  1,  1865. 


and  6  o.  without  watermark;  and  the  9  c. 
and  others  on  thin  paper.  The  6  truzi  and 
3  mara  Turkish  are  not  imaginary:  we 
have  seen  them.  They  were  presented  to 
th^  possessor  hy  the  Turkish  amhassador, 
and  are  prohahly  official  stamps.  Neither  is 
the  titular  tenpenny  of  Tasmania  to  be 
utterly  scouted.  What  and  whence  appears 
un ascertainable,  but  its  existence  is  indubit- 
able. There  are  more  fictitious  old  Spanish 
than  noted  by  Mr.  S.,  and  some  of  the 
characteristics  given  as  distinguishing  ihe 
genuine,  are  found  in  the  forgeries.  It  is 
probably  a  misprint  that  substitutes  Correo 
fbr  Correos  in  the  black  6  cuartos  of  1850. 

This  reminds  us  of  a  few  clerical  and  other 
errors  we  propose  touching  upon.  Instancing 
the  lonians,  KRATOZ  is  most  likely  misprinted 
for  KRAT08 ;  1  obolo,  and  2  and  4  obolos, 
though  not  classical  may  possibly  be  correct 
modem  Greek.  Und^  the  Sandwich  Islands 
head,  page  47,  either  1  c.  is  a  mispiint  for 
2  c,  or  ce7Us  should  be  cent.  These  trifles 
are  nothing  to  an  experienced  collector,  but 
would  rather  bother  a  mere  tyro. 

We  had  nearly  omitted  mentioning  that  the 
animadversions  on  the  Trinidad  forgeries  are 
rather  too  vague;  because  the  very  recherche 
and  indubitably  genuine  red,  blue,  and  slate 
blocks  of  that  island,  are,  like  the  imitatives, 
*  wretchedly-executed  lithographs.'  Taking 
leave,  for  the  present,  of  our  author's  pub- 
lication, we  hope  soon  to  congratulate  hrm 
on  the  appearance  of  a  second  edition. 


*YE  CONNELLE.' 

A  BALLAD  IN  YE  OLD  8TTLB. 

*  Tc  Coonelle  is  a  famous  stampe, 

Or  oiighte  to  be  I'm  sun?. 
Since  il'a  ^ined  a  notorietie 

iTittl's  likelie  to  endure 
Longer  than  manye  kindes  of  fame ; — 
buch  baubles  oft  are  but  a  nmne. 

For  this  ye  brave  designer  payed 
8ix  himdred  pound  a  yeare. 

Or  rather  lost  his  sularie. 

Which  means  ye  same  I  feare ; 

Six  hundred  pound  to  see  his  fayce 

Posting  around  from  place  to  place. 

'Twas  gallantrie  that  prompted  him. 

As  any  one  wight  see : 
Such  business  was  too  servile  for 

Uer  gracious  Majestie : 
A  man  can  rougher  usage  bear, 
llierefore  he  placed  his  visage  there. 


Some  little  raiada  pretend  to  see 

His  vanltie  quite  playne ; 
Tet  who  e'er  hearde  of  such  a  sin 

Lodged  in  a  monlie  brainc, 
Tho'  true  upon  the  stampe  you  see 
Ye  looke  of  kind  complaisanvie. 

Collector,  you  should  bend  before 

'ITiat  image  on  your  booke» 
Just  as  ve  miser  does  his  gold, 

In  hidden  box  or  nooke. 
Remember  that  ye  essave  cost 
Yesalarie— oh  *Most!  lost!!  lost!!!"' 

— Stamp  Aigui  {y^uf  Brunairirk). 

POSTAL   CHIT-CHAT. 

Ax  OLD  PALACE  waa,  it  is  reported,  offered  by  the 
Italian  government  to  Be  la  fine  &  Co,,  in  order  that 
their  workmen  might  manufacture  the  current  series 
of  stamps  on  the  spot,  but  the  offer  was  declined. 

The  Wioan  LirrrEB-iiAO  was  hung  as  usual  last 
Saturday  morning  (Sept.  9),  for  reception  by  a  paasin^ 
train,  when  something  went  wrong,  and  missing  its  deeti- 
nation,  the  bag  was  flung  on  the  raiU.  where  it  was  cut 
to  pieces  bv  the  wheels,  many  of  the  letters  boin^  acafc- 
terod  and  'dcetroyed.~-/^iMf<^a/«<<  London  Spicit, 

A  Pbbnch  PENJfY-A-LiNKa,  under  the  sensational 
heading,  ♦  Nothing  is  sacred  in  the  eyes  of  a  posta^r©- 
stamp  dealer,*  pn^tends  to  have  seen  advertised  in  the 
window  of  a  well-known  commercial  depAt,  opposite  ihs 
Opera  in  Paris:— *  A  letter  just  arrived  frum  Naples! ! ! 
Pierced  by  the  postal  authorities  as  being  suppowd  to 
contain  the  germ  of  the  cholera :  price  6  franc*.'  It  ia 
needless  to  add  that  the  respectable  vendor  in  qneeUon 
never  dreamed  of  such  a  ridiculous  piece  of  clap-trap. 

The  LnroNiAN  Stamps.— The  Russian  government, 
according  to  the  Paris  correspondent  of  the  TitHes  of  the 
4th  ult.,  *  intends  to  introduce  the  use  of  the  Russian 
language  in  the  transaction  of  administrative  affairs  m 
the  German  provinces  adjoining  the  Baltic,  where  the 
German  is  still  used.'  As  the  supercession  of  the  Polish 
language  bv  the  Russian  was  followed  by  the  suppressioii 
of  the  Polish  stamps,  it  seems  not  improbable  that  tl^e 
Livonian  stamps  may  be,  in  like  manner,  abolished. 

Hat  Stamps*.- William  Pitt  in  hfa  financial  despera- 
tion, and  when  he  had  Uid  the  salt-bo<,  the  wash-hou« 
skvlight,  and  the  hair-powder  dredger,  under  con- 
tribution, bethought  himself  of  taxing  hats.  A  hat 
stamp  was  accordingly  imposed,  the  penalty  for  foraging 
which  was  DvfUh.  Turning  over  an  old  volume  of 
the  Cr»ive,  Maf  Mautaitie  the  other  day,  wediscovered  that 
in  July  1798,  a  wretched  man  was  absolutely  handed 
at  the  Old  Bailey  for  forging  a  hat  sUmp !— /««irrr«<^ 
London  NeiCa, 

Mail  Robbery.— We  extract  from  a  CalifOTnlwi 
newspaper  the  following  :—^>»-0Pi7^  August  16.— fhe 
statfe  from  La  Porte  to  Oroville  was  stopped  by  five 
robbers,  at  davbnmk  this  morning,  a  diort  distauoe  thia 
side  of  La  Porto.  The  robbers  had  buiU  a  bamrade  of 
fence  raiU  across  the  toad.  They  were  arm^  with 
shot-guns,  and  demanded  the  treasure  box  c»f  /TA^vfor, 
Higher  ford,  ^  CoJm  Express,  .^fter  breabng  it  open 
and  taking  oiit  the  treasure,  they  returned  the  box  and 
left  for  the  woods.  The  stage  driver  thmks  they  got 
very  little  treasure,  as  the  box  was  light. 

An  iLL-TEMPEERD  LBTTBH  ©uoe  sent  wiU  embitter  a 
lifetime.  We  oo^  saw  an  old  genUeman  with  a  wise 
tine  head,  oaUn  face,  and  most  beuevolont  look,    but 
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eridently  thin««ki]]iwd  Aad  iiBscible,  heg  of  a  postmunter 
to  return  him  a  lettor  whidi  he  had  dropped  into  a  box. 
To  do  80,  as  everybody  knowa^  is  iUegal,  but,  won  over 
by  the  old  geutiemaa's  importunity,  the  pcNstmaster 
oomplied,  upcHi  full  proof,  ob  comparing  the  wnting,  &c.. 
beine  griven.  Then  with  a  beaming  face,  the  old 
gentleman  tore  the  letter  into  fragment^  and  scattering 
them  to  the  wind,  exclaimed,  *Ah,  Tve  preserved  my 
Iriend !  *  The  fact  was,  he  had,  in  a  state  of  irritation, 
written  a  letter  which  was  probably  unjust  and  hurtful, 
but  which  he  had  wisely  recalled.— ^4*om<  in  tht  World, 
Wht  the  Obsolkte  New  Bhunswick  abb  so  rare. 
— In  the  days  when  the  old  stamps  were  in  use,  no 
commission  for  sale  of  stamps  was  allowed  to  the  several 
postmasters,  and  this  circumstance  accounts  in  a  great 
measure  for  the  exceediag  rarity  of  the  one  shilling 
violet.  The  method  then  in  use*  for  marking  prepaid 
letters  was  a  simple  circular  hand-stamp,  bc^ruig  the 
word  I  paid*  and  tne  value,  threepence,  sixpence,  &c.,  in 
the  middle.  It  was  a  great  deal  easier  for  the  officials  to 
impress  them  in  this  manner  than  to  stick  the  stamps  on 
and  obliterate  them  afterwards.  Now  that  the  post- 
masters are  allowed  commission  on  all  labels  sold,  it  is  an 
object  for  them  to  sell  them,  where  it  formerly  brought 
them  trouble  without  remuneration,  and  we  all  kruiw 
how  little  persons  in  official  positions  will  do  for  nothing. 
The  method  of  pre-payment  on  letters  ^ing  to  England 
by  these  old  stamps  was  in  this  wise,  either  a  sixpenny 
and  a  threepenny  cut  comer-wise,  or  two  and  one-half 
throepenny  stamps  were  put  on  to  make  the  necessary 
amount,  sixpence  sterling,  or  seven  pence  halfpenny 
currency.  The  only  place  in  which  the  old  one  shilling 
stamp  could  come  in  would  be  on  domestic  letters,  over 
three  ounces  in  weight;  or  on  heavy  English  or  Foreijni 
letters.  Comparatively  few  of  them  were  ever  d^- 
tributed  in  this  province.  They  were  sometimes  cut 
as  the  others, — thus,  in  a  collection  in  this  city  is  to  be 
seen  a  piece  of  an  envelope  on  which  is  a  fourth  part  of 
one  of  these  stamps — making  the  postage  on  a  colonial 
letter.  Some  idea  of  their  raritv  may  be  formed  from  the 
fact  that  in  the  government  o^ces  at  Fredericton  there 
is  only  one,  and  that  is  kept  as  a  specimen.  It  could  not 
be  procured  for  any  amount  of  money. — Utamp  Argus. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp- Collector's  Magazine.' 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  November  number  of 
7'//^  atamp'Coiiector's  Magazine^  that  Mr.  Pemberton 
quotes  me  as  an  authority  for  the  statement  that  the 

Lanna  (red)  Indian  stamp  is  an  essay.  As  I  have  never 
ul  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Mr.  Pemberton,  any  state- 
ment of  mine  must  have  reached  him  second  or  third- 
Imnd,  and  have  got  altered  in  course  of  transmission ; 
fur  I  have  expressed  no  such  opinion. 

I  am.  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
General  Poat-Offlce.  PEARSON  HILI. 


THE  BANCEOFT  EXPRESS  STAMP. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Maoaxinb.' 

Dear  Sir, — We  note  a  remark  on  page  136  of  your 
magazine  which  does  not  appear  to  be  correct. 

Mr.  Bancroft  is  the  very  respectable  proprietor  of  *  The 
City  Express  Co.'  of  Montreal.  He  issued  stamps  of 
which  we  enclose  a  specimen.  His  customers  stick  one 
of  these  on  any  parcel  they  may  wish  him  to  send.  He 
delivers  parcels  of  all  sizes,  and  goods  of  all  kinds. 
Shortly  alter  its  issue  he  informed  us  that  his  stamp  was 


counterfeited  in  Albany;   this  we  presume  led  to  his 
initialing  those  issued  by  himself. 

Yours  truly, 
Montreal.  DAWSON,  BROS. 

THE  AMERICAN  BANK-NOTE  COMP.\NY. 

T6  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stabcp-Collector's  MAOAZCrB.' 
Dear  Sir, — In  the  correspondence  column  of  the 
September  number,  appeared  an  article,  saying  the 
American  Bank-Note  Co.  were  the  manufacturers  of  the 
current  Nova  Scotia  stamps.*  Our  friend  is  in  error ; 
for  the  National  Bank-Note  Co.  are  the  engravers,  lliey 
have  also  engraved  the  two  and  five  cent  stamps  of 
the  Hawaiian  Islands;  and,  recently,  they  have  en- 
graved a  new  style  of  large  stamps  for  the  United 
States ;  the  denominations  being  five,  ten,  and  tweuty- 
five  cents,  to  be  used  for  the  transmission,  by  mail,  of 
packages  or  bundles  containing  considerable  quantities  of 
newspapers.  I  know  of  but  one  place  where  they 
can  now  be  obtained,  which  is  at  the  post-office  in 
ChioagQ,  Illinois. 

VciS'  respectfully  yonrs, 
BotUm^Maet,  JAMES  W.  HUNTER. 

•  rWn  Mi«*«  lh«  lOMfAa  of  Vmm  Seotbk  itomp*  hmr  tX  hnUnm  Uw 
Imprint.  *  AnMrictn  BHnk  Note  Compiuiv,  London  Mid  Now  York,'  We 
know  tlMgrahoiw  aU  the  word*  4exe«*pt  the  first,— Kix] 


STRANGE,  BUT  TRUE. 

Tb  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Oollecix)r*b  Maoaxinb.' 
Sir,— With  reference  to  the  paragraph  headed  *  strange 
if  true,'  at  page  174  of  your  magazine,  I  have  not  seen 
Uie  French  paper  referred  to ;  but  the  facts  on  which  the 
paragraph  is  founded  are  as  ft>llows : — A  day  or  two  after 
the  great  explosion  on  board  a  powder  ship  in  the  Mersey, 
which  took  place  about  two  years  ago,  the  Liverpool 
water  police  picked  up  a  floating  packet  which  mey 
ot>eued.  It  had  no  address,  much  less  (ba  an  Irishman 
might  say)  that  of  the  English  consul  at  Liberia ;  but  it 
proved  to  consist  of  a  lar^e  quantity  of  Liberian  postage 
stamps.  The  Liverpool  police  sent  these  up  to  the 
consul-general  of  that  republic  in  London,  who  examined 
them  in  my  presence,  and  at  once  found  that  all  were 
spurious.  Ah  the  ship  which  blew  up  was  about  to  sail 
for  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  it  was  eoptjecturfd  that  these 
stamps  tniffht  have  farmed  part  of  her  freight,  and  so  this 
story  arose.  I  hope  vou  will  insert  these  few  lines 
injustice  to  the  aforesaid  English  consul. 

By  the  way,  at  page  176,  *A  Subscriber'  remarks 
*  Bomba  is  not  the  surname  of  the  ex-king  of  Naples.' 
Most  of  your  readers,  of  course,  well  know  that  this  title 
was  given  to  the  ex-king's  fatlier;  he  having  ordered 
Na|)l*»s  to  be  bombarded  (I  think  at  the  time  of  the 
revolution  attempted  there  in  1848).  Bomba  is  the 
Italian  for  a  bomb-shell. 

Yours  faithfully, 
London,  W.  H.  H. 


GENUINE  AND  FORGED  WINTERTHUR  STAMP. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.' 

Sir, — Observing  in  your  recent  number  another 
inquiry  relative  to  the  genuineness  of  a  Winterthur 
stamp,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  if  I  give  you  the  result 
of  several  comparisons  which  I  have  made,  between  the 
real  issue  and  the  counterfeits  of  that  country.  In  the 
genuine  stamp  there  is  a  full  stop  after  the  letter  R  in  the 
upper  left-hand  comer,  as  also  after  the  word  ortspost. 
In  addition  to  these  points  of  diffi;rence,  which  might  be 
easily  rectified  by  the  Ibrver  of  the  stamp,  there  are  others 
still  more  distinctive.  With  regard  to  tne  general  execu- 
tion of  the  stamp,  then;  is  a  clear  space  between  the  red 
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ihadiDg  and  the  upper  line  of  the  cartouche,  and,  also  at 
the  bottom  of  the  cartouche,  there  is  a  cesBation  of  the 
cross  red  shading  a  little  to  the  right  pf  the  centre. 
There  is  also  a  similar  space  of  white  between  the  red 
shading  and  the  bottom  line  of  the  post  horn.  The  right- 
hand  lower  stroke  of  the  letter  R  is  printed  with  a  turn 
at  the  bottom,  instead  of  being  strai^t,  as  in  many  of 
the  counterfeits.  The  chain  supporting  the  tassel  ought 
to  have  eight  links,  and  passes  through  the  inner  line  of 
the  square  border;  and  the  right  and  left  comer  scrolls  at 
the  top  of  the  cartouche  also  touch  the  upper  inner  line 
of  the  square.  In  conclusion,  there  is  no  stamp,  which, 
from  its  clean  but  simple  execution,  bears  on  its  face  so 
genuine  an  appearance  as  the  Winterthur  stamp,  and 
which,  when  well  acquainted  with,  a  collector  ought  to 
be  less  liable  to  be  deceived  in. 

Since  your  insertion  of  a  former  letter  of  mine  in  your 
February  number,  in  which  the  merits  of  postage-stamp 
albums  were  canvassed,  I  have  formed  a  further  judg- 
ment of  Lallier^s  album ;  and  while  according  to  it 
the  value  of  the  assistance  received  from  it,  as  a  begin- 
ner, I  must  object  to  the  numerous  shades  of  colour 
introduced,  and  which,  in  many  cases,  are  as  fallacious 
as  they  are  troublesome.  An  instance  of  the  former 
I  have  in  a  sixpenny  Nevis,  which  from  exposure 
in  a  sunny  udndow,  is  of  a  blue-green  colour.  This, 
doubtless,  would  be  considered  by  some  as  a  variety ;  but 
in  what  category  would  they  place  a  Hanoverian  stamp 
from  which,  from  the  same  cause,  the  design  of  value  has 
completely  vanished,  leaving  only  the  network  and 
obliterating  mark  ? — a  strong  instance  of  the  caution  with 
which  unusual  shades  of  colour  should  be  received. 

Apologizing  for  the  length  of  this  letter, 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Zondon.  NOVICE. 


ANSWERS   TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

William. — ^The  same  die  being  employed  for  the 
current  Austrian  labels  and  envelopes,  they  are  dis- 
tinguishable only  by  the  absence  of  adhesive  matter  in 
the  latter;  or,  what  better  means  of  ascertaining  would 
you  haver — the  perforations  in  the  former. — The  old 
barbarous  custom  of  cutting  out  the  envelopes  into  ovals 
is  now  obsolete ;  you  will  therefore  seldom  nnd  stamps  so 
hopelessly  damaged  as  not  to  bear  ocular  evidence  of 
their  original  character. 

H.  E.  Lillet,  Herts. — Tour  communication  is  re- 
ceived ¥rith  thanks,  but  is  too  long  to  claim  space  in  the 
present  number. 

C.  H. — This  correspondent  endorses  S.  H.  L.'s  opinion 
expressed  in  our  last  number,  that  no  genuine  black 
twopenny  English  ever  existed;  having  found  among 
some  old  letters  a  blue  specimen  almost  black,  but  not  so 
entirely  discoloured  as  to  belie  its  original  tint. 

8.  D.,  Henley-on-Thames. — Your  stamp  is  the  8  cen- 
tavos  of  Monte  Video,  present  issue;  which  with  its 
congeners  was  doscribed,  and  vour  specimen  engraved  in 
the  June  number  of  our  second  volume. 

C.  J.  W.  C. — The  stamp  vou  sketch  and  describe  is  a 
300  reis  of  Brazil,  present  emission. 

0.  P.  Q.— We  are  quite  sure  that  your  Spanish  1864, 
6  rl.  stamp  is  a  forgery 

MissO.  M.  C,  Cheltenham.— We  have  the  authority 
of  M.  Berger-Levrault's  catalogue  for  putting  the  values 
of  all  the  Livonians  at  2  kopecks  each. 

W.  H.  8.,  Carfax. — The  valuable  catalogue  of  M. 
Bergcr-Levrault  is  now  in  press,  translated  into  French ; 
and  we  trust,  ere  long,  will  be  forthcoming  in  an  English 
form. 


Thvodobb  C.  O.— We  are  particularly  pleased  with 
this  correspondent's  first  query,  showing  that,  notwith- 
standing tne  jeremiads  of  croakers,  new  enrolments  are 
taking  place  m  our  ranks.  He  must  be  a  tyro,  as  he 
inquires.  Who  is  Mount  Brown  ?  That  gentleman  is  one  to 
whom  timbrophilists  are  greatly  indebted ;  he  has  pub- 
lished a  catalogue  which  has  attained  the  respectable  aige 
of  five  editions,  price  one  shilling:  and  a  letter  to  him 
simply  addressea  London  will  be  sure  to  reach  him. — 
Timbrophilist  is  derived  from  the  French  word  timbre^  a 
stamp,  and  the  Greek,  ^iKos,  a  friend.  It  is  a  mongrel, 
and  as  such  put  in  the  back  ground  by  most  collectors. 
We  refer  you  to  our  article  on  nomenclature  in  the 
present  number. — Essays  are  stamps  proposed  to  the 
postal  authorities  for  acceptance. 

H.  W.  E.  C.  8.— The  sUrop  you  figure  is  quite  novel 
in  our  e^^es.  It  may  be  an  official ;  but  you  do  not  say 
whether  it  is  an  adhesive,  or  hand-stamped.— ITie  covcre 
for  the  first  or  second  volume  of  our  magazine  can  still  be 
had,  1 '8  post  free. 

J.  B.  B.,  Norwich.— Thanks  for  your  communication ; 
which,  together  with  your  query,  is  noticed  elsewhere  in 
the  present  number. 

N.  J.  L.,  Exeter— You  write  that  you  cannot  make 
out  from  reading  the  magazine  what  an  essay  is!  A 
short  definition  of  one  is  given  to  Theodore  C.  G.  above : 
but  on  pages  143  and  173  of  last  year's  volume,  you  will 
find  the  subject  fully  entered  into.— The  stamps  you 
figure  and  describe  are  evidently  Indian  officials ;  nut  not 
recognizable  in  a  postal  collection. 

NovicB.— The  variety  of  the  Wells,  Fargo,  &  Co. 
envelope,  to  which  you  allude,  was  noted  by  a  cor- 
respondent in  the  July  number,  and  again  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Pemberton  in  a  letter  in  the  August  number. 

Mr.  D.  Dean,  of  Weymouth,  informs  us  that  he  has 
now  no  connection  whatever  with  Mr.  S.  U.  Maraden, 
btamp  D<«ler,  of  Salford,  Manchester. 

Jacobus,  Blackheath.— There  is  no  ^nuine  50  c. 
French.  The  small  imitation  is  for  labelling  packets  of 
bon-loMs.— The  Spanish  jfou  figure  is  a  bill  stamp. 
Newspaper  stamps,  if  freeing  postage,  are  admissible. 
Bevenue  and  bank  cheque  stamps  have  nothing  to  do 
with  postage.— Jf/wa  KenetM  means  two  cents. 

A  Subscriber. — Your  query  in  last  month's  maga- 
zine is  politely  responded  to  by  a  communication,  for 
which  w«  thank. 

BIax  Joseph- This  gentleman  warns  collectors  to  be 
cautious  in  accepting  private  Russian  stam|is;  having 
been  informed  by  a  relative  of  superior  rank  m  the  Post- 
office  that  that  government  does  not  allow  private  stamps 
to  be  used  within  the  limits  of  the  empire.  He  adds  that 
this  prohibition  does  not  prevent  such  foreign  companies 
as  the  one  issuing  the  stamp  figured  on  page  136  of  this 
volume,  from  employing  their  own  postaj^  stamps ;  but 
such  impressions  cannot  be  classed  as  Uussiau. 

Inquirer,  Paddington.— Mr.  Stourton  must  surely.be 
allowed  as  the  best  authority  for  the  derivation  of  his 
quotation.  It  is  not  from  FaradUe  Z)»/,  but  from  the 
Winter' $  Tate  (art  ii.,  scene  3),  where  Paulina  presenU 
his  infant  to  the  jealous  Leontes.  Mr.  tttourton  is  an 
enthusiastic  philatelist,  not  a  dealer  in  stamps. 

C.  D.,  Blackheath.— Who  writes  that  the  title  of 
Bomba  was  Kiveii  to  the  late  kinj^  of  the  Two  Sicilien 
after  his  bommirdment  of  Messina,  m  retribution  for  the 
abortive  attempt  of  the  Sicilians  to  shake  off  the  Nea- 
politan yoke  in  1848. 


EaaATTM.— Pact*  1S7.  lat  eol.. 

MbTt  Ftgnn  of  vain*  in  ovul  at  Mtt. 


■tXTBHOm. 


m$mi,  auEPWioa,       onakg^r^Um. 


orattgc 


